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EDITORIAL

OUR CHILDREN: INDIAN OR AMERICAN?

As an immigrant parent of Indian origin, [ worry a lot about the future "Indianness® of
our children: Will they retain any link or attachment to India? Will they be able to
communicate in thelr mother tongue? Will they respect their ethnic heritage? Such
concerns are legitimate, because most parents maintain strong emotional bonds with
India and feel responsible for somehow passing on this legacy to their children.

We parents have the right as well as the responsibility to educate our children in the
values of our tradition and culture. After all, the Indian civilization is one of the
oldest, rich in history and achievements, and deserves to be glorified. In fact, most of
our children appear to be quite proud of their Indian lineage and are willing, if not
always eager, to assimilate the values their })arents cherish, although they are more
enthusiastic about evaluating the promise of the future than basking In the glory of
the past. What makes them really uncomfortable, however, is our occasional
temptation to downgrade the Western culture, which they do not find particularly
appalling, as a vehicle for promoting our own preferences.

I have no intention of underestimating the problems, real or perceived, we face in
North America. Some, such as discrimination against minorities and susceptibility to
crime, are scary and inexcusable; others, such as gross economic disparities and a
propensity toward individualism, are the products of the social system in place. In
any case, none of these is unique to North America, There is no dearth of decent
principles and people in America, nor is there a lack of prejudice and injustice in
India. Our children are aware that both countries have their highs and lows, The fact
that we continue to live and prosper in this country must indicate to them that it
could not be as decadent as some people here or in India tend to argue.

Parenting in an alien culture is a difficult task, but so Is being a child to parents
harboring dual loyality. It is imperative that we parents become more sensitive to the
strain that a child has to endure when he or she is constantly called upon to balance
his/her behavior between two sets of customs and values which are significantly
different if not outright contradictory. Whether we like it or not, our children will be
influenced by the Western cuture even more than we have been and not feel as
guilty as we do. That is not only inevitable, it may even be essential for their
prosperity and happiness. Moreover, let us not forget that our children are here only
because of us, a decision in which they pilayed no part. It is unfair to relegate them to
a defensive position because of the pride and love they rightly feel for their country.

Qur duty is to teach our children, through personal examples and exposure to
opportunities, the magnificence of our language, traditions, customs and culture, 1t is
primarily our responsibility to demonstrate to them convincingly that they don't have
to be un-American to be proud of their Indian heritage or un-Indian to absorb the
good values the American system has to offer. The security and happiness of our
children in the United States/Canada lie neither in the blind acceptance of
everything traditloanlly Indian nor in rejecting everything that is Western. We all have
accepted compromises since our arrival here. Our children may push this limit a
little farther than our comfort zone, but haven't we done the same to the boundary set
by our parents?

We are fortunate that the United States and Canada are two of the few countries In
the world where an immigrant is expected to be a good ‘citizen® without necessarily
sacrificing his/her ethnic, religious, and cultural identity. We certainly should be
persistent in persuading our children to continue, even strengthen, their linkage with
Indla and Indians, but we must also encourage them to be good and loyal citizens of
their country. This is an obligation we have opted to honor.

Kula C, Misra
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FRIENDS WE WILL ALWAYS MISS

The Orissa Society of the Americas wishes to express its deepest
condolecences to the families of Mr. Dililp Satpathy, Mrs. Annapurna
Kanungo, Mrs. Sukanya Panda, and Mr. Bidhu Patnaik. The untimely
demise of these popular OSA members has cast a thick cloud of sadness
among the entire Oriya community in North America. May their souls

rest in peace!

DILLIP SATPATHY - IN MEMORIUM

J. R. Dash

Dillip Satpathy
1941 - 1992
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Dillip Satpathy, a very dear friend and a prominent member of our North
American Oriya communily suddenly passed away on August 12, 1992. He wouid
have been 51 years old on September 16. He is survived by his wife Chhabi
(Annapurna), daughters Saju (Sujata) and Ritu (Sarita), and son Suraj. The family
has been living in Sacramento, California where Dilip Babu worked as a mechanical
engineer at the Rancho Seko nuclear power plant (for the State Government).

It started out as a very normal day and Dillip Babu left for work early, arriving
at his work site around 6:15 a.m.. Soon after, while walking toward his office, he
suddenly collapsed and never woke up. Within an hour, despite efforts by
paramedics, he left us all for good. His wife Chhabi had been visiting Washington,
D.C., with their son at the time. Both daughters were also away. The events that
followed were heart-rending and extremely sorrowful. He was cremated on Aug 14
in Sacramento. His funeral was attended by hundreds of friends, well-wishers, and
relatives (many of whom had flown from various parts of the country).

I knew Dillip Babu since 1976. He lived then in Germantown, near Washington,
D.C., and we were residents of Toronto, Canada. Since then, we have spent many
moments together in various parts of the country. We moved to California while he
left for Spain for a few years. He moved back to Los Angeles and Topeka, Kansas.
Again we lived close to each other in Texas, they in Houston and we in Austin.
Finally, they moved to Sacramento in 1986 and, being onty 130 miles apart, we
kept meeting frequently. All our moments together were happy and cheerful. That
was Dillip Babu's speciality -- a man always full of life and vigor. He exuded a
closeness to everyone he met; naturally, he drew people close to him. His
friendship knew no bounds and his friends were from all backgrounds, both Indian
and American.

While he lived in Washington, his home was the epicenter of all social activities
for Oriyas. We spent numerous sleepless hours talking and having fun. Dillip Babu
and Chhabi used to be demanding hosts -- they would not let you go without
lavishing their total hospitality on you. Dillip Babu endeared the Washington folks
so much that everyone considered him as a local friend even if he was living three
thousand miles away. His selflessness was exemplary. He showered so0 much favors
and help on others without any expectation in return! Such people are rare and as
someone said, "God always take good people away early."

Those few days after his demise will be etched in our minds forever, We all felt
completely helpless and forlorn. The home in Sacramento, where Dillip Babu used
to dominate with his towering height and endless hospitality, felt empty and
melancholic. The torturous silence, with his smiling face in the photograph, made
all of us very mechanical and weak. Hundreds of people kept comig at all hours (o
show their respect and console the family.

We love you, Dillip Babu, and we miss you. Let God rest your soul in peace! Let
God give courage to Chhabi Nani, Saju, Ritu, and Suraj. Every moment I see you in
your picture and do my Namaskar, 1 feel you are returning that endearing smile!
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ANNAPURNA KANUNGO

Annapurna Kanungo

1938 - 1992
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Mrs. Annapurna "Anra" Kanungo of Bridgeport, Connecticut, passed away on
September 28 at Danbury Hospital following a lengthy illness. Besides her husband,
Dr. Kalpataru Kanungo,and mother, Mrs. Hemamani Das, she is survived by a son,
Nihar (Bulu) Kanungo of Arlington, Texas; two daughters, Kalpana Das of Danbury
and Anjana Kanungo of Bridgeport; two sisters, Pramila Das and Rangalata Das, both
in India; four grandchildren; and several nephews and nieces.

Mrs. Kanungo was born in Jamshedpur, India. She and her children joined her
husband, Dr. Kalpataru Kanungo, a professor of biology at Western Connecticut
State University, in 1966..

Mrs. Kanungo was a very active member of OSA, especially of the OSANY
Chapter. She loved cooking and taking care of animals. She took great pleasure in
skilled work with her hands and was an avid gardner.

Contributions in Mrs. Kanungo's memory may be made to the American Cancer
Society, 40 North Street, Danbury, Connecticut 06810.

SUKANYA PANDA

Mrs. Sukanya Panda, wife of Mr. Raja Panda of Astoria, New York, died as the
result of an unfortunate car accident on October 13. Mrs. Panda had immigrated to
the United States very recently.

Mr. Raja Panda is still recovering from the injuries related to the accident and
the trauma of losing his very young wife.

BIDHU PATNAIK

Mr. Bidhu Patnaik of Woodside, New York, passed away on October 26 while
visiting India. He was a very active member of the OSANY Chapter.
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BAFPA, THE GREAT TEACHER

Elizabeth Wymer
(In loving memory of Dillip Satpathy)

The powerful influence of a great teacher comes not from his ability to lecture
eloquently, but from the character and wisdom he exhibits, Three years after our
memorable trip to India, I continue to reflect upon the experiences we had there
and to remember the lessons that "Bapa”, Dillip Satpathy, taught me during our
travels.

The most unforgettable memories of our trip are associated with the things Bapa
said. Before we left for India, he had spent considerable time with us explaining
some of the philosophies behind the Indian culture. In explaining to me the
significance of chakra, he said, "India is poor, but the wheel is turning and someday
India will move to the top and America will be at the bottom.” When we were
traveling in India, Bapa explained the history behind many of the places we
visited. Instead of relating a series of facts, he always managed to bring in the
Indian and Hindu philosophy in order to place everything within a larger context.
Once, when we were walking through a poorer section of Delhi, he said, "When the
Sun shines on the gutter, it takes away only the pure water.," This wisdom alone
has had an enduring effect on the way I have learnt to see the world.

One of the greatest things I learned from both Bapa and Ma is that the experiences
of life matter more than material possessions. "It is better to ride horses through
the Himalayas than to buy a new car", Bapa used to say. "You can see and touch a
car, but a memory is a comfort to the mind, and it has the power to shape a
person's character.”

After Bapa's death, I learned from Sarita that he had volunteered to work in a
soup-kitchen, but had not told about it to anyone in the family. It is rare to find
someone who gives to others without any expectation of return. But Bapa did not
value money or status the way many people do. He knew that there was another
reason for being alive and, by his actions, he taught those who knew him a better
way to live.

Before we went to India, I barely knew Bapa and Ma, but when we met, they
immediately welcomed me into their family as if I were another of their children.
Their goodness and the way they look at the world has transformed the way I now
see everything. I have no doubt that the knowledge, wisdom and love Bapa shared
so generously with so many people will, in turn, be returned to others.

I will always be grateful to the Satpathys and will honor the memory of Bapa with
love, respect, and an effort to emulate the great life he lived.

[Flizabeth, a very close friend of Sarita, regards herself as a daughter of the
Satpathy family. This should come as no Ssurprise. As many of us know, the
Satpathy home has always been a home to any friend who cherished their values
of laughter and affection. Editor]
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ABOUT THE OSA JOURNAL / NEWSLETTER

The Journal/Newsletter of the Orissa Society of the Americas is published by
the Society. We welcome short stories, essays, poems, commentaries, news items of
interest to our readers, and comments in the form of letters to the editor.
Manuscripts should normally not exceed four type-written pages (double-space),
and must include a few lines about the author(s).

The next issue of the Journal, the Souvenir Issue, will be published in conjunction
with the 1993 OSA Annual Convention. Manuscripts and other items for this issue
must reach the editor by April 15 at the following address:

Kula C. Misra

839 Crest Forest Road
Knoxville, TN 37923
(Tel: 615-690-2364)

We wish to remind the representatives of the various OSA Chapters that we will be
looking forward to receiving on time news items of interest pertaining to their
chapters. These constitute an important component of this publication,

Many members have urged me to publish articles providing information about
various aspects of health care. We start this Health Forum Series with a very
informative article on Heart Attack. The continuation of this Series would depend,
of course, on the cooperation of our health-care professionals in the form of
appropriate contributions and the reaction of our readers regarding its usefulness
to our comtnunity.

A new feature I propose to introduce in the next Souvenir Issue will involve short
“profiles" of our young adults. For this I need a one-page vitae, along with a
recent passport-size photograph, summarizing the following types of information:
Name: Present Address, Permanent Address in India/Orissa; Present Occupation,
Achievements, Hobbies, Future Plans, etc. Every young adult (or his/her parents) is
encouraged to support this venture, irrespective of the perceived level of
achievement. The "Profile” feature is not intended to be a competition among our
young adults, rather a vehicle for introducing them to the OSA community.

We encourage the submission of manuscripts in Oriya. However, it should be
realized that Oriya manuscripts are currently printed at Bhubaneswar; thus we
only have a limited control on the timing and format of such printing. We,
therefore, urge you to submit manuscripts in Oriya well in advance of the deadline
for a particular issue. This situation will change if and when our current efforts to
procure legally a suitable and affordable Oriya word-processing program becomes
successful. We are thankful to Satya Mohapatra, Editor of Dinalipi, Bhubaneswar,
for printing many of the contributions in Oriya included in this issue and in
previous issues.

Subscription to the Journal/Newsletter is by membership in the OSA only.
Editor
SR REK ¥hk$ HTXE OARRIXSAONKAkOHKOXK
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REPORT ON
THE OSA TWENTY-THIRD ANNUAL
CONYENTION, ATLANTA

July 2-5, 1992

ORGANIZATION

Convenor
Co-Convenor

Advisory
Committee

Art Work

Cultural

Finance
Food Services
Reception

Registration

Souvenir Issue
Sports

Youth Programs

Mahendra Misra
Arun Misra

Hemanta Jena
Maya Misra
Sarita Misra
Amiya Mohanty
Sarat Praharaj
Ramsaran Sahu
Arun Das

Pratap Das
Minati Praharaj

Devi Misra
Jayasri Misra
Puspalakshmi Sahu

Devi Samantrai
Prabir Dash

Kula Misra
Binayak Panda

Bhagabat Sahu
Sarita Misra
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INAUGURAL PROGRAM

July 3, Friday, 1992
3:15 p.m.
HOLIDAY INN CROWNE PLAZA RAVINIA BALLROOM

Presiding: Dr. Digambar Mishra, President, OSA

OPENINE PrAyer ...t ressssas st snsnas s snsessasassessn s sens Dr. Bishnu C. Joshi
WeElCOoME AdAIESS .iiviivieeriiieisier e resresese s s s bssssas s snsmsssssises o Mr. Mahendra Misra

Convenor
GIEELINES ooooeceererrrrieesve e s e e s et sba s b e e bas b Mrs. Puspalakshmi Sahu

President, OSA Southern Chapter & Chair, Reception Committee

Introduction of the Guest of Honor & the Chief Guest ... Dr. Digambar Mishra
President, OSA

Address by the Guest of Honor ......civiiiieiennninns The Honorable Lalit Mansingh
Ambassador & Deputy Chief of Mission, Embassy of India

Address by the Chief Guest ....coviviinniiinenniens The Honorable Prafulla C. Ghadai
Minister of Planning & Public Enterprises, Govt. Of Orissa

Introduction of the Keynote Speaker ..., Dr. Kula C. Misra
Editor-in-Chief, OSA

Address by the Keynote Speaker ... Mrs. Manorama Mohapatra
President, Orissa Sahitya Academy

REIMATKS  coivviireveniesisiesis e ieresssnsie st srisiss sissssminsssssssestessissssstssabissssnananas Dr. Digambar Mishra
President, OSA

Mr. G.C. Senapati
Former D.G. of Police, Orissa

Mr. Rabi Bohidar
Director of Tourism, Govt. Of India, New York

Presentations
Special Recognition

APPIECIAtION oo e Dr. Arun Misra
Co-Convenor

Announcements

10



qaRE w1 qAgA

wifrea, o e

AMBASSADOR OF INDIA
2107 MASSACHUSETTS AVE. N.W.
WASHINGTON, D. C. 20008

June 30, 1992

Message

I convey warm felicitations to members of
the Oriya Society of the Americas on the occasion
of the 23rd Annual Convention of the Society
in Atlanta. The Convention has been a regular
feature for many vyears and has been organised
with great success.

I admire the contributions which the Oriya
community in America has been making to the
political, cultural and economic 1life of the
country to which they have come. The Oriya
community in America comprises people who have
earned respect for their professional competence
and excellence. At the same time they have kept
alive their cultural traditions. We are, indeed,
proud of them.

During the last visit of the Hon'ble Chief
Minister of Orissa, Shri Biju Patnaik, members
of the Oriya community had expressed their interest
in contributing to Orissa's development. This
is indeed laudable. Such efforts go a long way
in linking the overseas Oriya community with
the people and state of Orissa.

1 wish all success to the organisers of
the Convention and convey my best wishes for
their future endeavours.

o
(Abid Hussain)
Ambassador

11
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THE ATLANTA CONUENTION

Kula C. Misra, Editor

More than 125 families and a total of about 600 persons from all parts of the United
States and Canada participated in the OSA 23rd Annual Convention held at Atlanta.
The Convention was honored by the presence of many distinguished guests: Mr.
Lalit Mansingh, the Acting Ambassador and Deputy Chief of Mission, the Embassy of
India, as the Guest of Honor; Mr. Prafulla C. Ghadai, Minister of Planning and Public
Enterprises, Government of Orissa, as the Chief Guest; and Mirs. Manorama
Mohapatra, President, Orissa Sahitya Academy and Co-Editor of the well-known
Oriya Newspaper SAMAJ, as the Keynote Speaker. Other distinguished guests
included Mr. Malay Mishra, First Secretary and Head of Chancery, Embassy of India,
Mr. Rabi Bohidar, 1.A.S., Director of Tourism, Government of India, New York, and
Mr. G.C. Senapati, Former D.G. of Police, Government of Orissa, representing the
Vishwa Oriya Sammilani (World Oriya Conference).

The Convention was inaugurated with an invocation by Dr. B.C. Joshi of Nashville,
Tennessee, who highlighted the recent installation of Lord Jagannath at the Hindu
temple in Nashville. This was an event of great joy and pride for Oriyas living in
North America.

Dr. Digambar Mishra, President of OSA, introduced the guests and profusely
thanked Chief Minister Biju Patnaik for the presence of Minister Ghadai in the
Convention as the representative of the Government of Orissa. He called for
developing a strong linkage between Oriyas here and back home in Orissa. As a
small but significant step in this direction, he announced OSA's plan to open a
“liason center” in Bhubaneswar in December (1992). Dr. Misra also announced the
decision of OSA to honor Chief Minister Biju Patnaik and Professor Jitendra N.
Mohanty at the inaugural ceremony of the OSA Center as two "Outstanding Oriyas”, a
practice OSA intends to follow every year. He requested Mrs. Mohaptra to play a
leading role in internationalizing the Oriya literary masterpieces and offered the
cooperation of OSA in this venture.

Ambassador Mansingh, a role model of all Oriyas aspiring to join the IAS/IFS
cader service, recounted the commendable achievements of Oriyas in all fields of
activities. He paid tribute to Oriyas in North America for their success in a wide
variety of professions, in spite of the fact that they represent a relatively small
fraction of the immigrants of Indian origin,

Minister Ghadai eloquently described the determined efforts of the people and
Government of Orissa toward industrialization, including the plans for building a
second steel plant in Orissa, He pointed out that Orissa is one of the wealthiest states
in terms of its natural mineral and forest resources, but the Oriyas remain poor
because of disproportionate economic development. He urged the NRI Oriyas to
accept the challenge of helping their State, in whatever way they can, to achieve its
rightful place in the industrial development of India.

Mrs. Manorama Mohaptra's keynote address was inspiring. She reminded the
Convention participants that the Oriya literawure is very rich and that they should
be proud of this legacy. Herself an eminent Oriya writer and scholar, she invited the
Oriyas abroad to generously support a project for translating the outstanding
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literary works in Oriya into English, so that non-Oriyas may have an opportunity to
appreciate the rich flavor of Oriva literature. Mrs Mohaptra complimented the OSA
and the Oriya community in Norh America for their efforts to preserve  and
promote the Oriva culture and pride, and urged them to get involved in the
eradication of the rampant poverty and the inadequate educational opportunities in
Orissa. A major impediment to the rapid progess of Orissa, amidst its bountiful
natural resources, she asserted, is the lack of a spirit of sacrifice on the part of the
people who are most well equiped to influence changes.

Tributes were paid at the inaugural function to: late Dr. Promode Kumar Patnaik,
one of the founders and foremost promoters of Oriya culture in North America; late
Dr. Gopinath Mohanty, the legendary Oriya writer and the winner of Gyanapitha
Award; and late Justice Radha Charan Patnaik, an eminent jurist and a judge of the
Supreme Court of India.

A highlight of the Convention was a panel discussion on "The Changing Role of
Oriya Women". In addition to Mrs., Manorama Mohapatra, others who participated in
this discussion included Renuka Panigrahy (Vice President, OSA), Oopali Operajita
(moderator), Runubala Rath, Jayshree Mohanty, Rajashree Mohanty, and
Sanghamitra Das.. It was a very well-attended and instructive program.

A considerable part of the Convention was devoted to programs aimed at the OSA
youth. Specific youth programs included: a seminar on "Career Planning” addressed
by Ms. Candice Serafino, Assistant Director of Counseling and Career Planning,
Emory University, Atlanta; a graduation party; a round-table discussion on Lord
Jagannath and Orissan culture (moderator, Dr. Bijoy Das); Orissa Study Table
(moderator, Oopali Operajita); Oriya Essay, Oriya Speech and English Speech
competitions; a wide spectrum of sports and games;, a Youth Retreat on Sunday
morning; and a Youth Forum meeting which was addressed by Mrs. Mohapatra, Mr.
Keshab Dev Sharma, Editor, India Times, and Dr. Arun Mishra, Investment Advisor
and former Professor in Atlanta University.

As is customary in OSA conventions, the evenings were reserved for cultural
programs. The items presented ranged from instrumentals to songs and dances to
one-act plays performed by children, youth, and adults. Special mention must be
made of the Mehfil on Friday night which, as usual, was a collection of delightful
performances in an informal gathering enlivened by a generous supply of
refreshments. It was not the same, however, without the domineering presence of
Kalashree Promode Patnaik, who always added a special dimension to the
entertainment programs, especially the mehfil.

All in all, this Annual Convention was a well-organized, enjoyable event. On
behalf of the Oriya community, I extend my congratulations to the organizers of the

Convention, especially to Mahendra Misra (Convenor) and Dr. Arun Misra (Co-
Convenor) for a difficult task very well done indeed!

= JoN/Ek g@~tih-Bmzp-] Jmi)-m)
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TRIBUTE TO
LATE JUSTICE RADHACHARAN PATNAIK

Kula C. Misra
(23rd OSA Convention, Atlanta, July 3, 1992)

As you all are aware, Justice Radhacharan Patnaik met with a fatal car
accident in the early morning hours of 30th May while returning to
Cuttack from his village Bajapura.

Justice Patnaik joined the Cuttack Bar in 1957. After a very successful
and prosperous law practice, he was appointed a judge of the Orissa
High Court in 1981. Recently, only 5 months before his tragic death,
he had joined the most prestigious legal institution of the country,
the Supreme Court of India, as a judge. He was only the second
Supreme Court judge ever to have been selected from Orissa -- after
Chief Justice Ranganath Mishra who once was his mentor.

A confirmed bachelor, Justice Patnaik had devoted his life to the cause
of the legal profession, especially to the challenge of protecting the
legal rights of the poor and the disadvantaged.

The untimely demise of Justice Patnaik came as a devastating shock to
the people of Orissa. In his death, Orissa lost a brilliant legal mind,
an eminent jurist, and a champion of the legal rights of the
underprivileged.

We have lost a truly great son of Orissa. The OSA wishes to convey its
deepest sympathies and condolecences (o the bereaved family. May
his soul rest in peace.
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INFORMATION NEEDED FOR THE 1993 SOUVENIR ISSUE

I would like to compile a list of various projects in Orissa, which have been
or are being supported by OSA chapters or individuals, for publication in the
1993 Souvenir Issue.

This request is directed to the Chapter Representatives and all OSA
Members. I hope all of you would cooperate. Editor
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LESSONS FROM THE ATLANTA OSA CONDENTION

Ghana S.

I am one of the very first post-
independence Oriyas to set foot on this

land. Of course, like most of us, my
primary goal was to advance my
education in my field and return to

Orissa. For one reason or another, like
many of my friends, I chose to stay in
the country. For my classmates did the
same. There was no OSA then. We five
classmates, as well as our children, have
kept close contact and consider
ourselves members of one family.

Oriyas, who came after us, had more
imagination and foresight than we did.
Some of them got together and
organized OSA.. As soon as I learned
about OSA, I became a life-member. In
earlier years, I with my family attended
several OSA conventions. Lately,
however, we have been unable to do so:
therefore, this year we were
determined to go to Atlanta. We asked
our children, who live close by, to
accompany wus. Only our daughter,
Sushila, her infant daughter, Lyida, and
our son, Dilip, were able to make the
trip. I was happy and excited, because it
was after many years that we were able
to attend the convention as a family.

I was also anxious to find out how
the organization had grown and
prospered. On our way to Atlanta, most
of our discussions centered around
India and America., All our children
have been to India and are very
interested in India's culture and
civilization. Just before reaching Atlanta,
I inquired if they would be interested in
becoming members of OSA and both
expressed a desire to become life-
members someday. [ felt proud of
myself because my children, though of
only half-Indian descent, appeared
interested in continuing the link. I know
for certain that they are more
interested in India and Orissa than some
of the children I know who live in India.

Tripathy

I congratulated myself and felt that I
had achieved one of my goals.

Afer arriving in Atlanta, I was not
disappointed. The accommodations were
superb and the hotel was elegant. 1
proceeded to the registration desk. As I
had preregistered, 1 was handed an
impressive briefcase with "ORISSA
SOCIETY OF THE AMERICAS" printed on
it in golden letters. It contained the
program of the Convention, a variety of
information about India for tourists, and
name tags for registrants. 1 could only
admire the organizers. I quickly glanced
at the program and was quite impressed
with the subject matter to be discussed.
Most impressive were "Changing Roles
of Oriya Women", the "Youth Programs
and Activities", and most of all the
"Youth Forum" where distinguished
guests were to address the youth.
Recalling the previous conventions at
Detroit, Naperville, Minneapolis, and
Kent, I felt that we had come a long
way, hot just in terms of arrangements
for our accommodation, but in all
respects. However, as I will point out
later, the Youth Forum turned out to be
a disappointment,

I wanted to attend the Board of
Governors/Exec. Committee meeting, but
it was open only to the office bearers.
The other seminar that morning was
"Career Planning For Youth". Since
neither of our children was looking for a
new career, we went sightseeing. After
lunch, I attended the "Changing Roles of
Oriya Women" seminar. This was a very
timely and excellent presentation. All
the participants were very
knowledgeable in the subject matter. I
have no doubt about the leadership
qualities of Indian and Oriya women.
They have proven themselves time and
time again from the Vedic period to the
present in all aspects of life. It was a
most exciting and illuminatiing program.
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previous conventions, The meeting
ended witha a paasionate appeal from
the Youth Forum President, Miss Sarita
Misra, for increased support and
participation from the OSA members in
the youth affairs. One OSA member, who
chose not to wear his name tag, stood
and declared, "If OSA does not pay
attention to the youth, I can gurantee
you there will be no OSA in 20 years."
Most members silently agreed with him.
After a brief presentation by the
State Bank of India, we broke for lunch.
The Youth Forum was scheduled to
follow and I did not want to miss that
program. It took some time to get
through the lunch line. I sat at the same
table as the Youth Forum Vice-
President, Devjani Mishra, and two of
her friends. I found out that Devjani
was a third-year student at Yale
University, majoring in Political Science,
and that she would serve as the
moderator of the Youth Forum Panel. It
was geiting very late, so I could only
have a brief discussion with her. I got
the impression that she was very
intelligent and frank; she also seemed to
be a disgusted young lady because she
felt that OSA was merely paying lip
service to the youth. She echoed the
same sentiment as the well-spoken
member of the General Body meeting.
In the Youth Forum, Mr. Keshab Dev
Sharma, Editor of the /ndia Times,
addressed the group first and took most
of the time allotted to the entire panel,
Recounting the Hindu religion and Vedic
civilization in India, he said, "Hinduism
is different from all other religions
because it has no founder." He
continued, "The Aryans brought with
them a set of holy laws, codes of ethics,
and principles which governed every
aspect of their lives. They had codes for

things such as social conduct, family
values, government, marriage,
happiness, life's goals, and pleasure,

From time to time, Sages, Maharsis,

Pandits, and Prophets modified and
changed those laws and principles
which, in reality, is the present
Hinduism. Actually, it is ‘Sanatan

Dharma’ -- the Eternal Religion."
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I thought it was very good so far.
Then Mr. Sharma started contrasting
Christianity, Western Civilization, and
Western philosophies. It was directed
mostly at America. In essence, he
portrayed Americans as polite and
friendly on the surface, but intolerant,
violent, and racist in reality. He accused
them of having eliminated most of the
Native Americans and predicted that
Indians would always be discriminated
because of their color, He emphasized
that power is the ambition of all
Americans and that wealth is their
happiness. On the issue of marriage, he
pointed out how every other marriage
in America winds up in a divorce,
whereas Indian marriages, arranged by
parents on the basis of many criteria,
are sacred. Of course, he very
conveniently forgot to mention the
booty the groom's family collects as a
dowry in India. He even brought politics
into his speech by blaming the Bush
hovernment for blocking India's missile
agreement with Russia.

At this point, a brave lady in the
audience objected to Mr. Sharma's
speech saying, "Excuse me sir! You are
addressing the Youth Forum and have
not said anything about the youth." Mr,
Sharma abruptly ended his speech and
asked for questions,

I was the only person to ask for
recognition, because I had to make a
comment, [ told Mr. Sharma that
basically I agreed with his views on the
Hindu religion, but strongly disagreed
with his characterization of America. [
pointed out to him that I have been
living in this country for 41 years and
that, to the best of my knowledge, I
have not been discriminated against
because of my Indian origin. "On the
other hand," 1 continued, "I couldn't say
the same for the years I lived in India,
where we are discriminated by color,
caste, religion, language, and even dress
and food. By this, T am not saying that
America is free from discrimination."
Then Mr. Sharma conceded that there is
discrimination in India.

It was getting late. With very little of
the allotted time left, Mrs. Mohapatra
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The inaugural ceremony was very
impressive too. The guest of honor,
Ambassador Lalit Mansingh, and the
keynote speaker, Mrs. Manorama
Mohapatra, were at their best. The
Minister of Planning, Govt. of Orissa, Mr.
Prafulla Ghadai, was quite informative.
He was quite correct in saying that
Orissa is one of the poorest states in the
Indian Union, despile her immense
agricultural, mineral, and forest
resources. I fully agree with him that
New Delhi has exploited Orissa all these
years. I give credit to the present Chief
Minister, Mr. Biju Patnaik, in challenging
New Delhi for a better deal for Orissa
than she has received in the past.
However, just as any  other politician,
Mr. Ghadai did not forget to give little
jabs to the previous government of
Orissa. His presence in Atlanta indicated
to me that the current government of
Orissa finally recognizes that there are a
lot of Oriyas living North America and
that their organization, OSA, is as
interested in Orissa as they are, if not
more $o0. The only disappointment was
that the members of OSA had no
opportunity to mix with the guests,
especially the Minister, nor could they
ask any questions. -I hope that in future
the organizers will arrange for round-
table discussions among guests and
interested members.

The dinner was quite good both days
for the price. There were a few
murmurs about it, but nothing unusuval
relative to the size of the gathering. The
cultural programs on both nights were
superb, considering that the performers
and participants were predominantly
amateurs. I wish the programs could
have been shorter -- it was obvious that
most of the children in the audience
became tired, sleepy, and restless well
before the end. On the second night
even some of the adulis left the
auditorium to watch the Fourth of July
fireworks. My son took part in the
Mehfil, but the rest of the family retired
for the night,

The first item in the second day's
program was "Jagannath Puja and
Prayers" followed by a round-table
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discussion on Lord Jagannath and
Orissan Culture". I asked my children if
they were interested in attending these
meetings. The first thing they wanted to
know was whether this was the same
Jagannath as at Puri, where they were
not allowed to enter the temple. I told
them that He is the same Jagannath,
"Lord of the Universe". We Oriyas call
him "Bada Thakur".

I explained to them that they should
not feel bad that they were not
permitted into the Puri Jagannath
Temple, as only Hindus are allowed such
visits. Even all Hindus are not granted
this previlege; the low-caste Hindus and
the "Harijanas" are also forbidden entry,
The late Prime Minister of India, Mrs.
Indira Gandhi, could not go into the
temple because her late husband was a
Pagrsi -- a non-Hindu.

Once a year, I explained to my
family, we have the world-famous Car
Festval (Ratha Jatra), when devotees
bring Him out of the temple. That is the
only chance for all others to see Him.
Most of the people in India, especially in
Orissa, are not educated; they are
conservative and orthodox, and they
tend to cling to old ideas. In comparison,
Oriyas in this country are¢ broad-minded
and highly educated; mostly they are
professionals and many of them are
employed as professors in universities.
Now they have built a temple for Lord
Jagannath in Nashville, Tennessce,
where everybody is welcome, and we
could even stop there on the way home.

In spite of all my explanations, they
were not impressed and did not go to
the meeting. I, too, did not go, instead I
spent the morning listening to
Jagannath bhajans on tape.

Since 1 could not attend the Executive
Council meeting, [ anxiously waited for
the General Body meeting. 1 entered the
meeting hall promptly at 10 AM. and
found only nine others in the room.
Slowly the audience grew to about 50 at
best. Despite the poor attendance, the
discussions were very lively. There was,
of course, not much order to the
meeting. This is one thing which
apparently has not improved since the
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gave some grandmotherly advice to the
“grandchildren” (the youth) by reciting
parts of several patriotic poems she and
others from Orissa have writien. Her
message was 'not to forget your mother
and grandmother, Orissa, and India --
they have many achievements of which
to be proud.” She begged the youth to
keep close touch with them. Dr. Arun
Misra spoke last. His advice to the youth
was very short, sweet, and to the point.
He spoke on morals and values of life, I
believe the youth and the rest of the
audience got more from him than any
other speaker.

On the way home, 1 started the
conversation with our children. I asked
them how did they like the convention.
I was very surprised by the radical
change in their attitude. They told me
that they were offended by Mr.
Sharma's speech. I asked them if they
felt this was because their mother is
American. They assured me that other
Indian children they know also felt the
same way, even though both of their
parents are Indian. They also said that
children of other foreign nationals have
similar feelings.

Most of today's Indian youth were
not born when we, the parents, came
here. Very few of our youth came here
as infants and young children. They do
not know much about India or Orissa,
except what they have learnt from us
(parents) or from history books.
America is their country. They love
America as their parents love India and
Orissa. Oriyas are proud because two
thousand years ago they went to Java,
Sumatra, and Bali Islands. Today,
Americans are visiting the Moon and
the stars!

We should realize that Americans are
not the only violent people in the world.
The world is full of violent people.
Americans were not the first to
eliminate the original inhabitants from
their land. The Indo-Aryans did the
same when they invaded the Indian
subcontinent, Even now the Indians
mistreat the Adibasis and keep them
supressed. America is not only the
country of our children, it is our country
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as well. We, too, should be proud of her.
My wife was sitting very quietly all this
time. The only comment she made was,
"People who live in glass houses should
not throw stones."

LESSONI1, If we do not pay attention
to our youth, then, as one of our
members said, there may be no OSA in
20 years. I will add that if OSA brings
speakers, such as Mr. Sharma, to
address the youth, the timetable for
0OSA's demise would be shortened..

LESSON 2. Our children are no longer
Oriyas or Indians. They are Americans.
They are American children of Indian
descent, as there are American children
of Irish, Polish, Chinese or German
descent.

LESSON 3. We should be extra-careful
what we say about their country, which
is also our country now.

LESSON 4. We want our children to
learn more about the country of their
parent’'s origin. To accomplish this, we
should guide them gently, emphsiazing
the positives. Our children are not fools.
They will accept the best of both
cultures to continue the link -- this is
what we really want. We should refrain
from imposing our wishes on them as
most Indian parents tend to do.

LESSON 5. We should be proud of our
past glory, but we should not gloat. The
past is gone. Let us work hard to be
proud of the present and invest wisely

in a future of which the future
generations will be proud.
I view these five lessons as

“"Panchashila”. Many may not agree with
me, but they are my views. Finally, 1
would like to make one more suggestion
to the leadership of OSA. In future
conventions, we should have a program
called "Youth Forum", where any
member can express his or her opinion
on any aspect of the organization. Such
¢xchange may improve the attendance
in the General Body meeting.

{Dr. Tripathy is a retired surgeon and
the "father of five wonderful children.”
He and his wife, Rita, live in Dover,
CGhio.|
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OSA AWAKRKDS, 1992

THE KALASHREE AWARD

As was announced in the last OSA Convention at Atlanta, the receipient of this
year's Kalashree Award for excellence in performing arts is Mrs. Chitralekha
Patnaik of Toronto, Canada.

Chitralekha, trained by almost all the great gurus of Orissa, is one of the
foremost exponents of Odissi dance. She began her training at the carly age of five.
Through the years she has performed in many parts of India, Canada, and the
United States. Her dance has become an instrument of elegance and grace,
delightfully blending the cultural heritage of this dance style with her own superb
skills She is a true artist, who has devoted her energy and talent to authentic
presentation and promotion of this beautiful art form.

A major contribution of Chitraleka toward the promotion and poularization of
Odissi in North America is the establishment of a Dance Academy in Toronto. Since
1980, she has been training students in Odissi dance and Odissi music, an
achievement she is particularly proud of. The popularity and fame of this Academy
is attributable directly to the hard work and dedication of Chitralekha.

Chitralekha has been very successful in passing this passion of Odissi culture to
her children. The OSA members are very familiar with the talents and
accomplishments of her daughter, Ellora, and son, Devraj, who have thrilled the
audience with their performances at OSA Conventions and elsewhere,

The OSA is proud to claim a talented artist like Chitralekha Patnaik as its own
and honor her with the Kalashree award.

SUBRINA BISWAL MEMORIAL SCHOLARSHIP

This scholarship is awarded every year to a promising college-bound graduate of
the OSA community to honor the memory of Subrina Biswal, who was one of our
most loved and talented youngsters. As was announced in the Atlanta Convention,
this year the scholarship was awarded to Ms. Seema Mohapatra, daughter of
Ramnarayan & Jhunu Mohapatra (Orlando, FL).

The ad hoc Selection Committee appointed for this award -- Dr. C. Mohan Rao
Kintala (Chair), Ms. Nivedita Mishra, and Mrs. Gopa Patnaik -- unanimously selected
Seema from among six highly talented applicants. The judgement was based on a
variety of criteria related to achievements and interests in the fields of academics,
athletics, and Indian/Orissan culture.

Seema, President of her semior class and eventually a National Merit Scholar,
graduated from Winter Park High School in Orlando. She has joined the John
Hopkins University (Baltimore, Maryland) and intends to major in Biology, perhaps
to pursuec a career in the medical profession. An article "Teen Talk: Being Indian in
America" by Seema was published in the 1992 OSA Souvenir Issue.

Based on the recommendations of the Committee, Mr. Viswaprakash
Mohanty (son of Jayagopal and Sulochana Mohanty), a deaf college-bound
graduating student from Colwyn, PA, was given a special award in recognition of
his achievements and determination.
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ANNOUNCEMENTS

OSA ELECTION COMMITTEE

The President of OSA, in accordance with the unanimous decision of the Board of
Governors/Executive Council Meeting on July 3, 1992, has appointed an Election
Committe to conduct the OSA election due in 1993. The composition of the
Committee is as follows:

Dr. Panchanan Satpathy (Chair)
Dr. Smriti Bardhan (Member)
Dr. Shrikant Dash (Member)

You will hear from the Election Committee in due course. Inquiries concerning the
1993 OSA Election may be directed to Dr. Panchanan Satpathy (641 Gaylemore
Drive, Goodlettsville, TN 37072; telephone 615-859-5326).

PROMODE PATNAIK SMARANIKA

The first death anniversary of the late Dr. Promode Patnaik will be observed on
March 5, 1993 at Huntsville, Alabama. As you all are well aware, Dr. Patnaik
played a leading role throughout his life in promoting the art and culture of Orissa.
In recognition of this life-long dedication of Dr. Patnaik, the Promode Patnaik
Memorial Committee is planning to publish a Smaranika (Memorial Issue) on this
occasion. The expenses for this publication will not be borne by OSA.

The Smaranika is intended to highlight the wide spectrum of cultural and political
activities of Dr. Patnaik during the first 30 years of his life in India (1939-1969) as
well as his involvement with educational and social-cultural organizations in the
United States (1969-1992). The Memorial Committee solicits contributions, either
in Oriya or in English, from Dr. Patnaik’s friends, who are familiar with his various
activities in India or in the United States. Of special significance in this connection
are events involving personal experience or interaction with Dr. Patnaik, including
personal correspondence (particularly in Dr. Patnaik's own handwriting) if
considered appropriate for the Smaranika.

The Smaranika will be edited by Professor. Sura P, Rath of Louisiana State
University, Shreveport, Louisiana. Your contributions (articles, poems, etc.) should
be mailed by December 31, 1992 to the following address:

Promode Patnaik Memorial Committee

¢/o Dr. Digambar Mishra

1603 Shades Glen Circle

Birmingham, Alabama 35226

US.A.
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1993 OSA ANNUAL CONVENTION

The President of OSA, Dr. Digambar Mishra, is pleased to announce that the
Michgan Chapter has accepted his request to host the 1993 OSA Annual
Convention in or near Detroit. Earlier the Ohio Chapter had offered to host this
Convention, but it became necessary to change the venue owing to unforeseen
circumstances. Judging from our previous experience with the hospitality of the
Michigan Chapter, we all should look forward to a wonderful time at the next
Convention.

Further communication regarding the next Convention will fellow in due course.

THE SILVER JUBILEE OSA CONVENTION (1994)

In accordance with the decision of the OSA Board of Governors (sec minutes of the
July 3 meeting elsewhere in this Journal), President Digambar Mishra had
appointed a Committee to make a recommendation as to which Chapter should be
entrusted the responsibility of hosting the 25th Annual Convention in 1994. The
Committee consisted of Dr. Nitin Doshi (Chair), Dr. Subhendu Mohanty, and Mrs.
Kalyani Misra.

According to the report submitted to the President, the Selection Committee
received proposals from three Chapters: Washington D.C.; New York (OSANY); and
New England, "all of them very interesting and appealing.” After careful
consideration and deliberation, the Committee unanimously decided in favor of the
New York Chapter to host the Convention in 1994. The Selection Committee and
OSA wish to express their sincere appreciation to all the three Chapters for
participating enthusistically in the selection process.

Realizing that ultimately only one Chapter could be given the charge of the
Silver Jubilee Convention and that the selection process was handled as objectively
as possible through an impartial Commitiee, we all must accept this decision with
the same democratic spirit that we consider to be the guiding premise of our
organization. OSANY certainly needs our cooperation and goodwill in handling the
Silver Jubilee Convention!

THKE KIekOKSk ONbiekdd Phdokdhkkrekk

CONGRATULATIONS, ELLORA

Ms. Ellora Patnaik, daughter of Mr. Promod Patnaik and Kalashree Chitrlekha
Patnaik of Toronto, Canada, has been selected for admission into the American
Academy of Dramatic Arts. She will be the first member of the Oriya community in
North America to study in this highly selective and prestigious Academy.

The OSA wishes Lora all the best in her aspiration for an illutrious career in
performing arts.
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ALL OUR READERS ARE CORDIALLY INVITED TO
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THE ORISSA CENTER, BHUBANESIWAR
DECEMBER 29, 1992 - 5 P.M.

SUCHANA BUVAVAN, BHUBANESWAR
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AMERICA

Manorama Mohapatra
(Translated from Oriya by Brajakishore Das)

America,

The land where wants multiply

Despite plenty,

America, where lust and luxury

Lap against each other,

Where opportunities abound

Yet fear of uncertainty

Hovers over you,

Land of wild abandon, America!
America, Lively, alienated America,
Where every man is an island,
And kinship is a shattered dream
A utopia of glamour and glitter
An El Dorado of
Temptations and titillations.

Here everything has a price

But rarely anything has a value

America, a grand Guernica

An eerie erotica.
Again America,
The beautiful, the bountiful,
The blessed dream garden of God,
Where vast stretches of waters
Is bridged by the Golden Gate!

America, [ saw you

From the heart of your hearts

California,

Where every piece of stone

Turned into my ears

A song of songs

Where Nature nurtured my soul

For a few precious days and nights

Of my life.
Within you, America
I had glimpse
Of the Absolute
And of the Infinite.

Do I understand you,

Do I not? I do not know

For me you will be

Always a paradox, a contrast,

A loving and lovable beauty.

[Mrs. Manorama Mohapatra is the President of the Orissa
Sahitya Academy and the Joint Editor of the Oriya Daily Samaj.]
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(Mrs. Hemalata Mansingh is the wife of Late Dr. Mayadhar Mansingh, a renowned Oriya poet and educator. She has
been living in the United States for the last three years with her son Sri Lalit Mansingh, Deputy Chief of Mission,
the Embassy of India, Washington, D.C. Another son, Dr. Lalatendu Mansingh, a previous editor of the OSA Journal/Newsletter
wves in London, Canada.)
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SECRET AGENT SPROCKET

Shakti Routray

Our story opens with the eccentric
Aragon Sprocket mushing his way
through the white plains of Siberia as he
is being pursued by Gregor of Taymyr.
Gregor wants to put an end to Aragon's
espionage days since Aragon destroyed
the plans for a top secret Soviet
molecular transporter. As Aragon
navigates towards the Ural Mountains,
he encounters a heated sled race in
progress. To make his escape, he blends
with the other racers and heads for the
finish line. Since his huskies are distant
relations of the Hun's wolves, he easily
wins this prestigious competition while
evading Gregor's clutches for the
moment.

As Aragon receives his trophy, he
searches the horizon and finds that
Gregor"s band is still on his trail. After
quickly “faxing" a coded memo notifying
his contacts of the situation, Aragon
flees through the Urals and down to the
rendezvous point on the Volga River,
where he tells the agent, Mesach, to
prepare an ambush for Gregor,
Meanwhile, Aragon embarks on his next
mission to neutralize the Swedes' plans
to take over the world.

On his arrival at Stockholm, he
proceeds to the secret headquarters of
the YFU, the code name for a coalition of
people yearning for the union of all the
Germanic races in order 1o create the
greatest power on Earth. Aragon's
mission requires him to infiltrate the
coalition and dissuade the YFU from
taking action. After he is accepted by
YFU, he discovers that the movement's
secret weapon is a Trojan Seal filled

two billion dollars worth of
surveillance equipment, special
restrictive bombs, and indestructible
toy soldiers loaded with Duracell
batteries. He plans to sabotage the Seal
by connecting the surveillance
equipment to special Hubble modifiers
and, also, by feeding the toy soldiers
fried woodchips with glycerol sauce. As
he initiates the first stages of Operation
Defunct Seal, two shadowy figures
appear from behind him. However,
Aragon, using his superbly keen C.LA.
skills, catches a glimpse of their
reflection on the silver plated seal and
suspects treachery afoot. Recalling last
week's episode of Macgyver, he
immediately constructs a  highly
sensitive reflector gun from the Seal
parts in seconds.

Suddenly, a ray of light shines on the
tall villain's watch and reflects to the
Seal, which causes a shocking laser
beam to be expelled at the two. To
Aragon's surprise, they are Gregor of
Taymyr and Mesach, who turns out to
be an Egyptian double agent belonging
to NIA (Nasser Is Alive). Gregor and
Mesach reveal that they masterminded
YFU in order to create distraction for the
world, while the Soviets and the
Egyptians undermined the world's
economy through BCCI. Fortunately for
the human race, our hero Aragon saves
the day once more,

with

{Shakti, a High School senior, is the
daughter of Srimant and Dhara Routray
of Cheshire, Connecticut.]

INUVEST IN GUR YOUTH

SUPPORT THE 0SA YOUTH FORUM
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A SOLDIER"S LOVE

Shibani Biswal

"Her hair was long

and dark like yours"

he said,

"her eyes held the

the twinkle of the moon

and when she smiled, the sky opened
and I fell through.

I could crawl

through the nights of terror
holding the crimson ground

in the tall grasses

to her village, and sleep the war
away with her

like a child on my chest,.

1 did not know

of the raid and woke

with her arm clasping mine,

I could not find the rest of her
so 1 buried her arm

and marked my grave.

I have learned that

loving in this world

is the silver splitting edge,
is the dare,

the danger of surviving
the pain of the jungle.

[Shinani, the daughter of Madan and Pravati Biswal, is a
10th grade student. They live in San Ramon, California]
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YOUTH FORUNM

Dear OSA Youth Forum Members:

The OSA Youth Forum was somewhat of a
disappointment at the Atlanta Convention. There was
very little or no participation in the various contests,
seminars, and meetings palnned for the youth. Although
we have not held a formal meeting of the Forum
concerning next year's Annual Convention, we are
considering changing the structure and scheduling of
our youth programs (o ensure greater participation next
year.

It would be very helpful to have suggestions from all of
you concerning youth activities you would like to see in
the next OSA Convention. Please send your suggestions
to:

Sangita Satpathy

641 Gaylemore Drive

Goodlettsville, TN 37072

(telephone: 615-859-5326)

With your help and involvement, we can make the
Youth Forum an enjoyable and vital part of the OSA
Convention. We are excited about the upcoming
Convention, and hope to make it the very best possible.

Thank you.
Sangita Satpathy

Secretary/Treasuerer
OSA Youth Forum
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THE ELEVENTH AMENDMENT
THOU SHALL NOT BUY LOADED FUNDS

Arun

Misra

New England Financial Group, Atlanta

Is it a cardinal sin to be paid to help
investors choose the right mutual fund?
Is it true that no-load funds are saintly,
or that commissions are sinful? At a
time when investors sorely need
personalized attention and
encouragement, sclling load funds is not
a sin. Load is not a burden, rather a
trust clients place in the financial
professionals and the responsibility the
financial institution takes in performing
sound investment decisions.

No-loads are not no load. They collect
fees over a longer period of time, but
collect fees they do! Who pays for all
these no-load advertisements? Put your
money in a bank savings account and
earn 5% interest with no load. Who pays
for the salary of the clerk and other
bank expenses? Pay a 3% sales charge to
a Mutual Fund Manager and earn a
dividend of 19%, not guranteed of
course. No-load benefit is for short term,
six months to a year, but for a longer
term, say one to five years, the
commission funds charge lower fees and
perform much better. So, load-funds in
a properly executed financial plan will
ultimately prove less expensive,

Obtaining the services of a fee-
charging professional and a no-load
clerk will definitely show different

results within a very short span of time.
The principle of risk versus reward in

achieving a financial goal can be
managed with prudence by a
professional only. A good financial

planner, who puts client's interest first,
survives longer and will earn more fees.
The real question is not fees, it's results.
The wvalid comparison is not what a
client might have done in a no-load vs, a
commission fund, but rather what a
client would have likely done without
the help of a financial professional.

Arguments in favor of no-lods are
largely emotional that their advocates
have carefully disguised as factual. Is it
fair to ask someone to work for free? If
an investor wants personalized, quality,
finacial services, he must pay. Even in a
restaurant you add 15% gratuity to your
bill to show your appreciation for the
service., Why should you complain about
a 4.5% commission?

To judge loads properly, the entire
fee structure charged over the life of
the investment should be compared
with the full value received. Have you
ever seen a sign in any store window
reading "We shall sell at cost"? How
could anyone make a living by selling at
cost?

The biggest illusion is that one can
buy the same service or investment
package for a consistently lower price.
Continuing advice over the years,
periodic review, new recommendations,
and adjustment of the investment
portfolio to meet the changing market
conditions are necessary and will cost.
Many investors need encouragement to
invest in the first place. Almost all need
their hands held during short-term
reversals in the market. There are no
free lunches and when things sound too
good to be true, usually they are not.

Sixty percent of the price of Kellogg's
Corn Flakes goes to distribution and
marketing.. You might prefer to walk
into a store and buy a generic brand
labeled "Corn Flakes" to reduce the load.
Extremist may even be frustrated that
they don't grow corn on the balcony of
their apartments. For some, there may
be no value in distribution and the
average person should be left to find or
create the best products on his own.
Value and quality, not just the price,
always count,
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FOR THE VILLAGE

Anadi

As Oriyas, many of us grew up in a
village. Those who did not could still
find their roots entrenched in the
village life. Oriya literature worships the
village life filled with rural splendor
and simplicity.

A town might grow around a temple
or a business center, but a village could
grow at any place. Thatched roofs, mud
houses, rice fields, and small streams
are the symbols of the village life. Some
of these rural communities are very
poor. They depend on farming. Their
age-old .industries are challenged today
by modern needs and production
methods. Agriculture alone seems (o be
unable to bring them prosperity. Many
of these villages lack basic amenities for
sanitation and health care. In many
areas, even drinking water is a scarcity.

For centuries, these poverty stricken
rurai communities remained isolated
from the outside world and from each
other as well. A decree or an ordinance
from Delhi had virtually no impact on
them for months or even years. In a
way, the village life consisted of hard
work, simple life-style, and relative
isolation from the outside world.

Given this situation, a tremendous
amount of work needs to be done to
improve our rural communities, Some
changes seem to be taking place.
Because of the progress in mass
communication -- for example, widely
spread transporation system, television,
and adult education programs -- the old
isolation is beginning to break down. At
the same time, some of the old values --
neighborly cooperation, lack of
competitiveness, mutual trust, etc. --
that had taken deep roots in the village
life are crumbling.

In the past, anybody who made it in
the village wanted lo get away to a city.
Usually, the educated ones paved the
way, followed by others who wanted
greener pastures outside the confines of
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the village. In this way, long before the
word "brain drain" became familiar to
us, it was already happening to our
villages.

The task of improving the economic
life of the village is a complex problem.
Political leaders may promise grand
designs through didactic slogans by
their followers, but there is actually no
quick-fix solution. The origin of rural
poverty lies in hundred years of apathy
and deprivation. For centuries, villagers
have been taught to look up to others --
the headman or the government, for
example -- for leadership and direction.
For them to stand up and say "From
now on we are the masters of our own
destiny” requires serious thinking and
unthinkable boldness. To make people
think is the hardest thing to do.

One of the novelties of India's
struggle for freedom was that it spread
new ideas in the villages. In rural
Orissa, many able and energetic activists
established their ashrams in villages
with this goal: Gopandhu Choudhury and
Rama Devi in Bari; Harekrushna and
Subhadra Mahatab in Agarpada; Pandit
Krupasindhu Hota in Berboi. Because of
their reassuring presence, villagers of
Inchudi and Anyaspur were able to
challenge the British Raj. In a historical
sense, many illiterate villagers became
catalysts of a change whose influence
impacted around the world -- Civil
Rights Movement in the United States,
the democratic movements in Eastern
Europe -- through nonviolent resistance.

Political emanicipation depended on
individual ©bravery, which drew
strength  from collective uprising.
However, economic emancipation right
now rests on technical skills and social
engineering devoid of ideological
commitment. Because of a steadily
rising expectation among our people,
eradication of rural poverty must be
accorded the highest priority. In order
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to feed and clothe themselves, our
people need ideas and technology that
can solve their problems. But the ideas
must be simple and the technology
inexpensive. When Gandhiji introduced
spinning wheels or urged the people to
produce salt indigeneously, many
questioned their effectiveness. However,
as an economic alternative to importing
goods from the colonial power, they
struck at the roots of the British Empire.
For the masses, the ideas were simple to
comprehend and cheap to execute.

At times, many of us get
overwhelmed by deficiencies wc see
and encounter in the villages in which
we grew up. The government
burcaucracy looks corrupt and lethergic,
political leaderships lacks vision, and
the young people in the village are
unemployed and angry. Each village

becomes a microcosm of the whole
country. These are problems present
throughout India. When properly
coached, ordinary people throughout
history have shown tremendous
capability to learn and do things.

Unbelievable accomplishments have
resulted because of the release of their
untapped strength. Individually they
may be vulnerable, but collectively they
are strong. In a way, the weakness of
our villagers may be their strength.
Therefore, it is necessary that those of
us who understand the nature of the
problem and its cure should join
together to do something. It is less
important what we do for them than
what the villagers learn from us to do
for themselves. It is assuring to note
that many individuals are working in
villages with this goal in mind. Those
who are working to build new
awareness among the "ordinary” folks
need our support.

In the comforts of our adopted home
it is easy to forget about our toiling
folks back in Orissa, Yet, more than our
money, they need our involvement in
their problems and prosperity.

[{Mr. Anadi Naik, his wife Carroll, and
their daughter Tapasi live in Baltimore,
Maryland.]

OLD DREAMS

Chandra Misra

Q1d dreams .....

gone but not forgotten.
They were so strong, so deep.

New dreams, new goals.
Life moves on again.

Challenges I see now,
Things call me to move on.

Softly, call the old dreams
not for me
but not gone,

[Chandra Misra is a regular contributor to the OSA Journal.
She and her husband live in Northwales, Pennsylvania.]
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LOVE ALWAYS

Surya Nayak
(This poem is for a very special person)

I remembered the night
pregnant with fragrance; a toggle of lisping
between my ear

and a beverage glass:

That was you, my love.
I saw you sleeping
inside a flower
with passionate eyes:
That was my dream.
I saw you transfigured
into a sparkling drop,
dripped from the petal
on my chest;

I quivered under your touch:
That was a sensation.
Love always!!

[Surya Nayak is an establish poet who has published

extensively in both Oriya and English. He and his wife
Sujata live in Silver Springs, Maryland.}

YOUNG ADULT SEEKING PEN PAL

Shri Bidyuta Ranjan Boity, a 21-year-old student from Rourkela, is keen on
establishing a "pen pal" connection with a young man or woman in the United
States to learn more about the traditions and culture of this country through
exchange of letters. According to his letter received a few months ago, he had
completed a B.Sc. degree and was trying for admission into a M.B.A. program.

It is a wonderful opportunity for any young adult in the United States to learn
about Orissa and India from the personal experiences and perspectives of another
well-educated young adult who lives in Orissa.

The address at which you can communicate with Bidyuta Ranjan is:
Bidyuta Ranjan Boity
Qr. No. Cf219, Sector - 16
Rourkela - 769003
Orissa, India
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HEALTH FORUM

HEART ATTACK: CAUSE, TREATMENT, AND PREVENTION

HEART ATTACK

Understanding Heart Attack

Ask yourself an important question:
Can I tell the difference between
indigestion and a heart attack? If you
can't, you should know what questions
to ask. Your life may depend on it

A heart attack can strike anyone.
When it occurs, there is no time to
delay. Most heart attack victims survive
if they recognize the early warning
signals of heart attack and get medical
care at once.

The pain of heart attack isn't exactly
the same for everyone. It might be an
intense pain for one person, or a milder
pain for another -- often misinterpreted
as "indigestion."

Often heart attack victims hesitate.
Some don't want to admit that there ill.
Others mistakenly decide that the
symptoms don’'t mean anything or are
due to indigestion. They don't know the
early warning signals of heart attack; so
they wait, ignoring the warnings, hoping
the pain will disappear -- and
needlessly risking their lives.

Warning Signals of Heart Attack

When you suffer a heart attack,
every minute counts. Don't wait. Get
help immediately. Be sure you know
these signals, because they may save
your life.

** Uncomfortable pressure, fullness,
squeezing or pain in the center of the
chest lasting more than (wo minutes,

*¥* Pain may spread to the shoulders,
neck or arms.
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*% Severe pain, lightheadedness,
fainting, sweating, nausea or shortness
of breath may also occur.

** These signals are not always
present. Or sometimes they subside and
then return,

If these signs occur, act immediately.
Waiting can be fatal. Call the emergency
rescue service. If you can get to the
hospital faster by car, have someone
drive you. Prompt action can reduce the
risk of a fatal heart attack,

The early warnings of heart attack
are a special "body language." They tell
you that the blood supply to the heart is
seriously reduced. A coronary artery,
which supplies the heart with blood, has
become narrowed or closed and part of
the heart muscle has begun to die

because it's getting no blood and
oxygen. Doctors call this myocardial
infraction.

Heart Attack: The Cause

Coronary atherosclerosis causes heart
attack. It's a slow process that can go on
for years without causing any
symptoms. Fatty deposits build up along
the inner walls of the arteries to the
heart. Just like lime deposits forming in
a water pipe, atherosclerosis coats the
inside of the artery channels and
gradually narrows them. The fatty
build-up reduces the flow of blood from
the artery to an area of the heart
muscle. When the blood flow stops due
to an obstruction, a heart attack results,

Heart Attack: Prevention

Everyone can reduce the risk of heart
attack. Atherosclerosis can be slowed by
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decreasing coronary risk factors, and
the chances of death or disability from
heart attack is reduced.

High blood pressure, high blood
cholesterol levels and cigarette smoking

are important risk factors of heart
attack. Obesity and lack of regular
exercise also can work to your

disadvantage. Most of these risk factors,
however, can be corrected to reduce
your risk of heart attack.

Risk factors that neither you nor your
doctor can change include heridity, age
and sex. In some families, ther's a
tendency toward heart attack. Black
Americans, in particular, have a greater
risk of heart attack, because they are
more prone to high blood pressure. The
incidence of heart attack also increases
with age. And men are more likely to
suffer heart attacks earlier in life than
women.

The risk factors just mentioned --
heridity, age and sex -- can't be
modified. But by changing your lifestyle
and correcting the risk factors you can
control can improve your chance of
living a longer, more healthful life.

Preventing heart attack is the best
way to deal with the problem. It's never
too late to change habits that could
harm your heart. This means having
regular medical checkups and following
your doctor's advice about coronary risk
factors, including stopping smoking,
treating high blood pressure, knowing
your cholesterol values and following a
prescribed diet and medical treatment if
needed.

Emergency Care: Benefits of

Prompt Action

Many deaths from heart attacks
occur before victims ever reach a
hospital because of delays in calling for
help. Now ther's another critical reason
to get prompt medical attention: new
treatments are available that allow
doctors to decrease the amount of
permanent damage to the heart and
accelerate recovery of normal function.
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Often heart attacks occur when blood
flow through a narrow and diseased
artery stops abruptly because a clot has
formed in the vessel. But now medicines
that can dissolve clots and restore blood
flow are in use. And the amount of
heart muscle that dies from lack of
blood flow can be reduced when flow is
restored very early. Time is crucial,
however. If clot-dissolving procedures
are delayed beyond two to four hours,
the benefits are greatly diminished.

The other benifit of early care is that
hospitals are prepared to identify and
treat life-threatening early
consequences of a heart attack.
Damaged hearts are prone to develop
abnormal electrical activity that
prevents normal, regular beating. The
most feared of these is ventricular
fibrillation, which completely prevents
blood from circulating, Heart attack
patients are observed continuocusly so
that any such threatening complication
is treated at once,

After someone has progressed
through the emergency care stage, some
additional treatments may be

considered. Recent studies suggest that
narrowed coronary arteries may be
suitable to treat with "balloon
angioplasty”. This is a technique in
which a tiny balloon at the end of a long
tube (catheter) is guided into a
narrowed segment of a coronary artery.
Infiating the balloon widens the
narrowed channel to increase blood flow
to the affected part of the heart. In
some cases a doctor may recommend
surgical procedures such as coronary
artery bypass grafting to supply new
blood flow to sections of the heart.

The Healing Heart

Increasing knowledge about how
hearts heal and better early care have
shortened the length of enforced bed
rest and quiet previously used. In the
usual case where the remaining blood
flow is good, the healing process starts
promptly., The portion of the heart
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muscle that is permanently damaged is
replaced by scar tissue. At the same
time, new scar tissue develops to
reinforce the damaged area. During this
time, depending on the person's own
rate of recovery, the doctor will
prescribe increasing activity and
arrange for release from the hospital
when it's appropriate for the individual.

Rehabilitation: A Prescription For
Recovery

Each person recovering from a heart
attack should have two major goals: (a)
develop a plan to restore ability and
live as normal a life as possible; and (b)
control risk factors to reduce the chance
of a second attack.

Usually the best results are gained
when many people besides the patient
are involved. The family must
understand the program and be actively
involved and sensitive to the person's
problems. Both over-protectiveness and

unrealistic expectations can delay
progess. The doctor is the primary
source of directions for increasing

activity, exercise and medications. Other
health professionals may contribute by
giving dietary advice, guidance in
exercise and counseling in personal
concerns. There may be some limits for

the person in resuming activities
customary bhefore the attack. However,
with reasonable adjustments most

people are capable of resuming an
active and satisfying life, including
returning to work,

A long range plan to reduce the
patient's risk of another heart attack
should be linked to restoring activity
levels. Stopping cigarette smoking is
essential! Establishing eating habits that
reduce saturated fats and control
dietary cholosterol are important, and in
some instances medication must be
prescribed. If high blood pressure is
present, it must be reduced. Regular
exercise at a prescribed energy level
helps control these risks and also may
independently improve the circulatory
system's functioning,.

For both primary goals, restoring
activity and controlling risk factors,,
organized ‘“rehabilitation" programs
have benefited many people recovering
from heart attacks.

Most Patients Return to Work

Most people can and should return to
work after recovering from a heart
attck. Some may have to change
occupations or alter their lifestyles,
However, it is important for each person
to continue working with his or her
doctor on a long-term health plan.

HOW TO MAKE YOUR HEART
LAST A LIFETIME

While you are reading this article,,
someone somewhere died of heart
disease. In U.S.A. alone, heart and blood
vessel diseases claim a life every 32
seconds. That translates to nearly a
million Americans every year. What's
more, one American in four currently
suffers from some type of heart or
blood vessel disease.

Sobering statistics, are'nt they? But
their purpose isn't to scare you. It's to
make you fight back against the number
one killer in the U.S.A.

And it's a fight you can win. In
fact, all it takes to turn those statistics
around and stack the odds in your favor
is a few simple precautions. Measures
that can reduce your risk of heart
disease and increase your chances of a
longer, healthier life.

Don't Smoke. No Ifs, Ands, Or

Buitts

Scientists and doctors used to think
there was a link between cigarette
smoking and heart attack. Now they
don't just think so. They know so.

Fact is, smoking doubles your risk of
heart attack and increases your risk of
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sudden cardiac death two to four times.
Moreover, post-heart-attack survival
rates are greatly reduced among
smokers compared to nonsmokers. All
in all, more than 300,000 Americans die
as a direct result of smoking each year,
the majority from heart attack.

Of course, the best precaution is
never to start smoking in the first place.
The next best option is to quit. Now.
Because the sooner you quit, the faster
your cardiac risk will decline. Within 10
years, a former pack-a-day smoker has
as little risk as someone who's never
smoked a single cigarette,

If you smoke and need help kicking
the habit, ask your doctor for advice or

call your local American Heart
Association. No one says quitting is
easy. But it's a whole lot easier

than coping with heart disease.

Down With High Blood Pressure

The higher your blood pressure, the
higher your risk of stroke, heart attack
or congestive heart failure. And if you
have high blood pressure combined
with other risk factors such as smoking,
high blood cholesterol, diabetes or
overweight, your risk of heart attack
increases several times over.

Unfortunately, high blood pressure is
less apparent than many other risk
factors. In fact, there are no symptoms
at all. That's why it's important to ask

your doctor to check your blood
pressure regularly with the familiar
arm band and gauge known as a
sphygmomanometer.

If the checkup shows your blood
pressure is  higher than  the

recommended level, your doctor may
advise you to reduce salt in your diet,
lose weight, begin a program of regular
exercise and definitely give up
cigarettes. These measures are intended
to improve your cardiovascular health
and help keep your blood pressure from
rising further. In some cases, doctors
prescribe medications for controlling
elevated blood pressure. Either way,
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it'simportant to follow your doctor's
orders,

Cut The Cholesterol And Trim The
Fat

Righ blood cholesterol is another risk
factor you have a good chance of
controlling, All it takes is a few simple
modifications in your diet. They're
changes that may be difficult to make at
first. But take heart. A low-cholesterol
diet doesn't mean giving up everything
you love. Chances are, many of your
favorite foods are already part of a
heart-healthy diet.

The key is reducing your intake of
foods high in saturated fat, cholesterol
or both, That includes fatty meats, organ
meats, lard, butter, whole-diary
products and egg yolks. You will fud you
can cat well and keep saturated fats and
cholesterol to a minimum simply by
making these substitutions:

** Eat more fish or skinless pouliry
in place of meat.

*#* Use only lean cuts of meat instead
of marbled meats; trim all visible fat.

** (Cook with unsaturated vegetable
oil and polysturated margarine instead
of lard and bulter,

** Sybstitute skim-milk products for
their whole-milk counterparts.

** Limit egg yolks to three per week,
or substitute two egg whites for each
egg yolk in cooking.

Check For Diabetes And Keep It In
Check

There are two kinds of diabetes. One
kind begins in childhood and can't be
cured, only controlled through diet and
medication. The other kind is more
common, It develops most often among
overweight adults and can usually be
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eliminated or completely controlled
through diet and weight reduction.

Unfortunately, the adult type of
diabetes often goes undetected and,
therefore, uncontrolled, a situation that

can generally increase the risk of heart
disease.

The best way to avoid this risk is to
have regular checkups. " If you've
developed diabetes, your doctor can
detect it and help you control it, usually
by suggesting changes in eating habits,

Reduce Your Weight And Reduce
Your Risk

Being overweight doesn't just put a
strain on your belt, it puts a strain on
your heart, What's more, carrying
excess pounds may lead to other cardiac
risk conditions such as high blood
pressure, high blood cholesterol and
adult diabetes. Good reasons to get your
weight into the normal range and keep
it there.

There are a number of approaches to
weight loss. The basic strategies are to
reduce your caloric intake or increase
your e¢xercise levels or both. Ask your
doctor or local American Heart
Association to help you find a plan you
can live with. :

Give Your Heart A Workout

Don't forget that your heart is a
muscle. And like every other muscle in
your body, it works better when it gets
regular exercise, Fact is, studies indicate
inactive people have a higher risk of
heart attack and a lower chance of post-
heart-attack survival. Moreover, lack of
¢xercise contributes to high blood
cholesterol and overweight.

The answer is a regular program of
acrobic exercise. That's any exercise
that raises your pulse rate, makes you
breathe hard and perspire. To benefit
from your exercise program, schedule at
least three workouts per week, each
lasting a minimum of 20 minutes,

Aerobic activities are quite varied.
Brisk walking, jogging, running, cycling
and swimming are all good. Your doctor
can help you select one well-suited to
your age and physical condition,

Take Oral Contraceptives With
Caution

While many womnen take the pill
with no problems, others experience
side effects related to increased cardiac
risk,

For example, women who have had
mild kidney disease or a family history
of high blood pressure may experience a
marked rise in their blood pressure
after taking oral contraceptives. Some
women experience abnormal fat level
changes or blood clots in arteries or
veins.

Moreover, women who take oral
contraceptives in the presence of other
risk factors, particularly smoking,
generally increase their chance of heart
disease. Your doctor can evaluate the
risks in your particular case.

A No-Risk Offer

You have nothing to lose by following
this program to reduce your risk of
heart attack. Nothing to lose and
everything to gain. Because with each
risk factor you eliminate, your chance of
avoiding heart disease increases.

And now is the time to start. Not next
month or next week. After all, in the
mere five or ten minutes it has taken
you to read this article, ten or twenty
more Americans have died of heart
disease. We don't want you to join them.

"WE ARE FIGHTING FOR YOUR LIFE"

{This article has been extracted, with
permission, from a brochure published
by the American Heart Association for
public education. We hope our readers
will  benefit from the information
contained in this article. Editor]
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ORISSA DANCE ACADEMY

The Orissa Dance
the premier cultural institutions of
Bhubaneswar, the temple-studded
capital city of Orissa, is solely devoted to
imparting training in Odissi Dance, the
classical dance form of Orissa.
Established in 1975, the Academy has
won laurels for its glorious
achievements in projecting and
popularizing the Odissi dance and the
Odissi music in India and abroad. In
doing so, it has maintained and
preserved the sanctity and purity of the
dance form, style, and technique.The
Academy is at present imparting
sustained training to over 350 students
under the direct supervision and able
guidance of well known gurus of Odissi
dance. The Academy provides a rare
opportunity to the trainees to come in

Academy, one of

contact with gurus, dancers and
choreographers of outstanding ability
and caliber. Dance classes and

rehearsals go on round the clock so that
the studios are never silent,

The Orissa Dance Academy has an
accomplished performing unit, which
presents innovative dance dramas as
well as various dance forms of Orissa
under the inspiring guidance of Guru

Gangadhar Pradhan, who is equally
expert as a teacher, performer,
choreographer, and instrumentalist.

Innumerable performances by this unit
have touched and inspired national and

international audiences stretching from.

remote villages of Orissa to glamorous
capital cities of the world.

Since 1985, the Academy has been
celebrating five-day-long annual dance
festivals every year giving all the
students, from entry to senior levels, a
chance to perform before large
audiences.

The Academy has sponsored and
maintained close links and affinity not
only with the dance institutions all over
Orissa, but also with dance institutions
of Gauhati in Assam, Anand in Gujerat,
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Toronto in Canada, Amsterdam in
Holland, and Southern California in USA.
Upholding the rich cultural heritage, the
Academy has moved ahead with its
noble and dynamic mission to embrace
everybody under the sun to its cultural
family, plunging into the mainstream of

international cultural amity and
harmony.
Apart from its main base at

Bhubaneswar, the Academy has started
the Konark Natya Mandap project at
Konark, which is designed to be the
flagship of the Academy. The project
started in 1978 with the acqusition of a
three-acre piece of barren land at
Konark, one kilometer from the world-
famous Sun Temple. The Academy has
since developed this desolete property
into a lush heaven for art and culture,
the Konark Natya Mandap -- an
indoor/outdoor facility for teaching,
performance, and research in Orissan
music and dance.

Achievements of the Konark project
include: Establishment of a school in
ancient gurukula tradition; Ongoing
classes in five disciplines (Odissi dance,
Odissi music, Tabla, Chhau dance, and
Gotipua dance)} with 200 local students;
Observation of local pujas and festivals
through performing arts (e.g., Basanta
Utsava, Shiva Ratri, Dola Utsava, Kumar
Purnima, etc.); Annual presentation of
Konark Dance and Music Festival since
1986, a unique program which has
earned national acclaim; and
Construction of a performing Mandap
incorporating features of Konark
architecture (in progress).

Future goals of the project include:
Completion of the Mandap,
Establishment of a cultural library;
Construction of fifteen class rooms;
Building hostel facilities for the trainees
(boys and girls); and Starting
experimental performing art. on a
regular basis on the Mandap.
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The ultimate goal is to develop the
Mandap into a leading institute for
teaching Odissi dance, Odissi music, folk
dance, folkarts and village craft with the
involvemnt of the rural community, as

Those interested in supporting this
expensive but worthwhile cultural
project are requested to direct their
contributions and/or inquiries to Dr.
Purna Patnaik, 2225 9th St., Olivenhain,

well as as for staging performances for CA 92024, tel (619) 436-8277. Dr.

the Indian and international tourists Patnaik is the coordinator of the
visiting the Sun Temple. Academy for North America. Editor]
[This article, extracted from a brochure

by the Academy, is presented here for

the information of OSA members.
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THE JAGANNATH SOCIETY OF AMERICA (JSA)

The Jagannath Society of America (JSA) is a registered non-profit
organization. The objective of JSA is to sustain and promote the Jagannath
philosophy and culture in North America. A Jagannath shrine has been built in the
Ganesh Temple, Nashville, Tennessee with the cooperation of JSA. A Jagannath
Fund has also been established to further the cause of JSA as well as to help share
the expenses of regular puja and other related cultural activities. Your contribution
to JSA will help carry out this objective.

Membership in the JSA is of the following two cateogories:

Life Member
Patron

$1,000
$2,000

In addition to daily puja of the deities three time everyday, special puja is
performed on every Sunday at 2:00 p.m.

Private offerings to Lord Jagannath, Balabhadra, and Subhadra can be arranged as
well according to the following fee schedule:

Archana: 1 day $ 15
4 days 51
1 week 101

Please send your tax-deductible contributions/memberships to:
Jagannath Society of America
¢/o Dr. Bhagabat Sahu

502 Brookwood Drive
Athens, Alabama 35611

mEnlh Bl ) Jeee )R o0 Sl Dww JolBmd )
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INTEGRATED RURAL DEVELOPMENT IN
KALAHANDI -- A PRAGATI PROJECT

Mira Misra

For the past two years, Pragati, a
Boston-based voluntary organization,
has been supperting rural development
efforts in the Kalahandi district of
Orissa. Through our collaborating
organization, VISWAS, we have come

to learn a lot about the people of
Kalhandi, their problems and their
struggles. I would like to share this

experience with you.

Kalahandi is one of the poorest and
most neglected districts in India. It is
often in the news due to unfortunate
events such as deaths caused by
starvation, distressing sale of children,
epidemics, and mass destruction due to
natural disasters like famine and
drought. It is disturbing to know that of
the 2652 villages in this district, only
556 villages are connected with all-
weather roads. There are no mining or
industrial establishments of any
significance to provide employment to
the local people. Thus, in a land of
perennial drought, agriculture is the
main source of livelihood. Literacy
levels in Kalahandi area are abominably
low; only 19.5% of the total population is
literate. The numbers are even lower in
rural areas 17.6% for men and a
dismal 7.68% for women.

However overwhelming these
conditions may seem, the people of
Kalahandi have not given up meeting
the challenge. The youth, women and
men have joined forces with various
non-governmental voluntary
organizations to address and overcome
their problems. One such organization is
VISWAS, the Vivekananda Institute of
Social Work and Allied Services, led by
Mr. A.V. Swamy. VISWAS, with its
headquarters situated in Khariar Road,
Kalahandi District, has been working in
the villages since 1988. Their team of
volunteers includes young graduates
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and
the

from nearby colleges, youth
children, men and women from
villages. The have organized the
villagers to address and resolve,
amongst themselves, several issues such
as (1) tackling drought in a manner to
create cmployment, (2) eradicate
illiteracy, and (3) combat corruption and
exploitation. The campaign to spread the

message was titled "Youth Against
Illiteracy and Drought”, and
implemented throughout the area

through padayatras and group meetings.

Their efforts have reaped rich
rewards. The impact of this campaign
has been increased attendance of
children in primary schools by 30%; the
standard in non-formal education
centers raised to third standard among
50% of the children in two years,
increased number of "Shiksha sainiks"”
(volunteers for promoting literacy),
setting up of Mahila Mandals and Yuvak
Sanghs. Reports indicate that 3411
adults were made literate in one year.
VISWAS took the responsibility of
educating and training the shikha
sainiks and distributing educational kits.
The efforts of VISWAS have spread to
several neighboring districts too. During

the year 1990, state level workshops
were held in DBhubaneswar. Fiftysix
representatives  from  eleven "Blocks"

participated to discuss the future course
of action and plans to acieve the
capaign's goals. These efforts have been
complemented, in part, by the
enthusiasm and support offered by
Indians resident in USA. Through
personal contacts and  voluntary
organizations, the people have
responded to the call for involvement
with eagerness. Pragati, as a group of
enthusiastic volunteers, is proud to
parlicipate in this campaign.
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Pragati is a non-profit, apolitical,
non-religious, voluntary organization,
committed to supporting developmental
efforts in India. It is also a vehicle for
interested people to come together,
enable each other to convert ideas into
action, and together march toward
progress. One of Pragati's first projects
has been the Integrated Rural
Development Project in Orissa, In the
past two years, Pragati has coordinated

sponsors among Indian residents in
USA, and collected and sent about
$4,000 to support the efforts of

VISWAS. Two of Pragati members, Mr.
A. Sashitharan and Dr. Bijoy Misra, have
visited VISWAS at Khariar Road and
have obtained first hand reports of the
intensive work that is being organized
by this group.

As project coordinator, I have had
the pleasure of interacting with people
working in VISWAS, talking to various
voluntary organizations in USA and
India, and our several sponsors. The
task of setting up contacts and the
communication channels has not been
simple, but it has certainly been
rewarding, and a great learning
experience for me. Currently, Pragati is
seeking new sponsors to continue the
project for the next three years. The
project needs 20 participants who
would send contributions of $15
per month for a period of one to
three years. It is the policy of Pragati

that all contributions to the project are
sent to India without deductions for
organizational or other expenses. All
participants become members of Pragati
and are provided quarterly newsletters
and periodic updates on the progress of
the project and other Pragati activities.

As a member of Pragati, I have had
the opportunity to be involved in
initiating new ideas into projects and to
participate in various discussions and
lectures on issues related to
development and literacy in India and
around the world. If you are interested
in joining our group or would like to
know more about our activities,
especially the Kalahandi project, please
contact the following:

Mira Misra

1246 Commonwealth Ave, #44
Allston, MA 02134

Phone: (617) 734-2245

A. Sashitharan

38 Sewall St.
Somerville, MA 02144
Phone: (617) 628-4824

We seek your support in spreading
the news of rural development in all
parts of India and the world.

- Sk JE-BR N

RESERVE THE JULY 4TH WEEKEND

FOR

THE 1993 0SA ANNUAL CONDENTION

AT DETROIT, MICHIGAN
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NEWS OF OSA CHAPTERS

SOUTH-EAST CHAPTER
Neeta Mohanty

The annual meet of the Chapter was
held at North Myrtel Beach on 26th and
27th of May, 1992. The picnic was
attended by about fifteen families. The
two days were filled with lots of fun.
The evening of the first day included a
fabulous dinner, different games for the
children, a musical chair competition for
the ladies, and a cultural program.

In a formal meeting of the OSA-SEC
the next morning, Mr. Chintamani Sahu
presented the annual report of activities
and Mr. Gautam Pattnaik presented the
annuval budget report. The members
discussed various topics, focusing on
ways to strengthen the Chapter and
improve its visibility. Three Oriya
movies were shown over the two day
period.

New office-bearers of the Chapter

duly elected at this meting are as
follows:
President: Mrs. Ranjita Mohanty

Vice President: Dr. Ashok K. Satpathy
Secy/Treasuerer:Ms. Neeta Mohanty
Area Representatives:

Mr. Sridip Pattnaik (Charlotte, NC)
Mr. Kailash Mishra (Raleigh, NC)

Mrs. Nibedita Mohanty (Augusta,GA)

NEW ENGLAND CHAPTER
Anuradha Panigrahi

The Chapter celebrated Ganesh Puja and
Saraswati Puja at the Acton Church of
Good Shepard. Both children and adults
participated in the evening's cultural
programs that included poem recitals,
piano and violin recitals, short Oriya
plays, Oriya group songs, and puppet
show.

Youth members of the Chapter
participated in many cultural programs
sponsored by various South-Asian
organizations in New England area. At
the Harvard-Radcliffe South-Asian
cultural program, Nivedita Misra
(daughter of Bijoy Mohan & Subarna
Mishra) sang two melodious Oriya
bhajans and participated in a group
dance, Subhajan Mohanty (son of Mr. &
Mrs. Omka Nath Mohanty) sang a
classical bhajan, and Sarba Das
(daughter of Santosh and Selekha Das)
performed the Dasavtara dance in Odissi

style.
Some of our members (Bijoy Mishra,
Swarup Sahoo, and Godavarish

Panigrahi) have been actively involved
in a "Literacy Project” in the Kalahandi
District of Orissa through a Boston-based
organization <called Pragati. The
primary goal of this project is to work in
the Kalahandi community to fight
against drought and illiteracy and to
establish enterprises for self-sustaining
growth. Bijoy Mishra recently returned
from India after completing an Indian
Youth Camp project organized by
Pragati..

People on the move: Dhiraj Pradhan
and family to University of Texas,
College Station; Mihir Rath and family to
Fort Wayne, Indiana. Dr. Anup Poojari,
ILA.S., has retuned to India after
completing Ph.D. in Economics at Boston
University.

New Members: Abhoy Patnaik &
family (From Bangalore, India, on work
assignment), Dilip Raut (Ph.D. student at
University of Lowell), Jatish Mohanty
(ILA.S. officer from Orissa at Boston
University) & family, and Swarup Sahoo
(working in Boston),

The annual picnic of the Chapter. held
at the Hopkinton State Park, was
enjoyed by more than 70 participants.
Office-bearers of the Chapter for 1992-
94, elected at the annual meeting, are
listed below:
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President: Satyabrata Mishra
Vice President: Abhoy Patnaik
Secy/Treasuerer: Subrat Pani

OSANY CHAPTER
Ashutosh Dutta

The year started with the celebration of
Saraswati Puja, which was attended by
about sixty people in spite of snow.
Visuba Milan was observed in the
Ganesh Temple of Queens in April.
Following sumptuos food and "pana',the
cultural function on this occasion
inciuded Oriya poem recitation as well
as discussions on the famous Oriya
writer Fakir Mohan Senapati and Utkal
Gaurab Madhusudan Das.

The annual picnic was held on July
25 at Bear Mountain State Park. It was a
beautiful sunny day filled with
activities like boating, trekking, and
eating. On popular demand, another
picnic was organized in the last week of
August at Poconos. This well-atiended,
two-day event was a fun affair
comprising outdoor sports (volleyball,
football, tennis, badminton, fishing,
boating, etc.), palatable food, and an
enjoyable entertainment program
(songs, comics, parodies, and one-act
play). As Ganesh Chaturthi fell on last
day of the camp, Ganesh Puja was
performed at the camp site. OSANY's
annual function and Kumar Utsav had to
be postponed because of sudden demise
of one of the Members.

New Members: Umakanta & Seema

Choudhury, Gangadhar Sahoo, Mr. &
Mrs. Lingaraj Mohapatra, Mr. & Mrs.
Biraja Sankar Nayak, and Shyama

Sundar & Ketaki Swain.

College-bound: Ananya Das (daughter
of Sarat & Sumitra Dash) - University of
Pennsylvania; Anup Muduli (son of
Hazari & Deepa Muduli) - University of
Rochester; Ranjan Roy (son of Rabindra
& Prava Roy) - Drexel University, PA.

Prominent Visitors: Mr. Surendra
Nath Dwibedi, The Honorable Governor

of Arunachal Pradesh; Dr. & Mrs. N.K.
Satpathy (visiting their daughter & son),
Mr. Arun De, a prominent political
figure from Balasore (visiting his sister
in New York); Mr. Radhamohan Subudhi
(visiting his brother and daughter); and
Mrs. Manorama Sahoo (visiting her son
in New Jersey)

Honorable Governor Dwibedi was
felicitated by OSANY at a luncheon
hosted in his honor by the Indian
Consulate (July 18),

Dr. K.M. Das, one of the founders of
OSA, was felicitated at the OSANY's
Poconos Camp for his lifetime
contribution to the Society. Dr. Das has
returned to India for good.

The OSANY Chapter has been struck
with a heavy burden of grief at the
untimely death of three of their beloved
members. Mrs. Annapurna Kanungo, ex-
Vice President of OSANY and the wife of
Dr. Kalpataru Kanungo (ex-President,
OSANY) passed away on Dec 28; Mrs.
Sukanya Panda, wife of Mr, Raja Panda,
Secretary of OSANY, died as the result of
a car accident on October 13; (Raja
Panda is still recovering from the
accident related injuries and shock); Mr.
Bidhu Patnaik, one of the most active
members of OSANY, passed away on
October 26 while on a visit to India.

OHIO CHAPTER
Haralal Choudhury

The annual meeting of the Chapter was
held at Columbus on October 17 and was
attended by ten families from Columbus
and Cleveland areas. The program
consisted of Laxmi Puja, organized by
Mrs. Sakuntala Mangaraj, dinner and
entertainment, organized by Mrs.
Rajkumari Senapati, and a General Body

meeting, chaired by Mr, Nagabhusana
Senapati.
The members present expressed

condolescences at the tragic demise of
Mrs. Sukanya Panda and contributed
toward the funeral expenses.
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The entertainment program included
a variety of recitals: Veena by Madhuri
Nayak, Piano by Sanujit Senapati and

Swati Rout, and flute by Anulekha
Mohanty. Debadatta Nayak gave a
recital in sanskrit.

President Nagabhusana Senapati

presented a report on the activities of
the Society last year. The suggestion of
Dr. D. Mangaraj to include telephone and
postal expenses incurred for Chapter
activities as a part its budget was
approved unanimously.

The meeting was adjourned after a
sumptuous dinner arranged by the
Columbus families.

WASHINGTON (D.C.) CHAPTER
Shreekanta Nayak

The Chapter celebrates four main events
each calender year: Saraswati Puja,
Ganesh Puja, Raja Parva, and Kumar
Purnima. Other events may be added
according to demand. The Chapter is
commilted to encourage local artists as
well as to help organizing performances
by artists from Orissa.

The annual dues for the Chapter
membership is $30 for family and $15
for single members. This fee schedule
may soon change for students.

Keeping with the tradition of the
Chapter, the biennial election of office-
bearers for the chapter was held during
its annual gathering (October 17), in
conjunction with the Kumar Purnima
celebration. The election was conducted
by Jacob Patnaik. The elected new
Executive Committee is constituted as

follows:
President: Shreekanta Nayak
Secretary: Nrusingh Mishra
Treasuerer: Sujata Ray
Members: Srinivas Praharaj

Gita Mohanty
Alpana Das

Under consideration is the formation
is an Advisory Committee, comprising of
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experienced members of the Chapter, to
provide guidance to the Executive
Committee. The Chapter is also working
on the formation of a Student-Youth
Action Committee to promote greater
involvement of the youth and students
in community functions.

CANADA CHAPTER
Maheswar Sahu

A gala musical night at the Yorkwood
Public Library on August 1, organized
by the Utkal Samaj, was attended by
more than 150 persons from different
parts of India. The first half of the
program consisted of a variety of Indian
dance performances such as Odissi and
Bharat Natyam, and contemporary and
group dances. The second half of the
program was highlighted by songs of
different Indian languages. The program
was followed by a sumptuous Oriya
cuisine,

The annual cottage picnic was held at
Rice ILake during the Labor-day
weekend. The three-day picnic was
highlighted by boating, fishing, card-
playing, and musical entertainment. The
delicious food included many authentic
Oriya dishes such as mudhi, rice, fish
curry, chhena podapitha, etc..

The members of the newly elected
Executive Committee of the Utkal Samaj
are Basanti Das, Kanak Mohanta, Nalini
Das, Santan Mohanto, and Maheswar
Sahoo.

SOUTHERN CHAPTER
Puspalakshmi Sahu

Twenty families participated in he
annual get-together of the Chapter held
at the Ganesh Temple, Nashville,
Tennessee, on October 24. The program
included: prayer to Lotd Jagannath,;
General Body meeting; entertainment
performances by local artists, especially
children; and an excellent dinner
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organized by Panchanan and Sashikala
Satpathy with considerable help from
other particiapnts such as Mrs.
Annapurna Parija, Mrs. Arati Joshi, and
Mrs. Sarojini Misra,

The participant expressed their
condolences to the families of Mr. Dillip
Satpathy, Mrs. Annapurna XKanungo, and
Mrs. Sukanya Panda for the recent loss
of their loved ones. The Chapter
President, Mrs. Sahu, presented the
Financial Statement for 1991-92, which
was unanimously approved.

Special recognition
congratulations were extended
following newly married couples:

and
to the

Srikant & Sushree Dash
Ashok & Saswati Misra
Saroj & Gayatri Mohapatra
Anirudha & Archana Sahoo
Probodh & Aruna Misra

A focus of discussions in the General
Body meeting was the conflict between
the OSA Annual Convention, which is
scheduled on the July 4th weekend
every year, and the Rathajatra festival
of Lord Jagannath, which falls around
that time. Shifting of either the Annual

Convention or the Rathajatra celebration
to another weckend did not appear to
be feasible solutions. Considering the
dwindling interest of the Chapters to
host the Annual Convention and the
impracticability of attending both the
Annual Convention and the Rathajatra
on the same weekend, many members
favored a biennial scheduling of the
Convention. This would allow the Oriya
community an  opportunity to
participate in the Rathajatra festival at
least in alternate years. A resolution to
forward such a recommendation to the
OSA Board of Governors for
consideration was passed unanimously.

LIf this section does not contain any
news pertaining to you Chapter, it is
because we did not receive any from
your representative.]

Ld 20 88 & 3-L 3 g-0+& T3 3 5

WE URGE YOU YO SEND YOUR CONTRIBUTION

FOR THE PROFILE SECTION (YOUNG ADULTS)

TO BE FEATURED IN THE 1993 SOUVENIR ISSUE
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LETTERS TO THE EDITOR

A NOTE OF APPRECIATION

Dear Editor:

Namaskar. 1 feel privileged to read OSA
Journal when I get my hands on it. The
design and compilation of 1992
Souvenir issue were very impressive, I
must say that I enjoyed your editorial;
it was great 1 have visualized OSA
Journals in the making. I remember that
day when one of the OSA Journals stole
my sight; it was a bunch of hand-
written manuscripts stapled together. It
was good, but today's journals are very
impressive. Let's keep up the good
work!

History propels through dialectical
changes. Establishment of a thesis and
counter-establishment of antithesis give
birth to synthesis. It is beautiful. This is
the emotion I carry for OSA Journals.

At ten years old, I was published in
"Teenager”, a leading literary journal of
India. I have been contributing to the
leading literary journals of USA, UK,
Canada, Denmark, Pakistan, and India
since then.

Seeing my thoughts in print on a
page of OSA Journal makes me feel
great. A nostalgic feeling indeed.

I owe a lot to many individuals who
made me a poet and a lyricist. I am
thankful to my father who made me a
poet. I am grateful to my wife, Sujata,
and daughter, Tasha, who kept me alive
as a poet. I am indebted to Rabi Patnaik
and Sujata Nayak, who transformed me
from a poet to a lyricist. They keep my
literary flow flowing. I love yopu.

I personally take the pride to thank
you for your time and efforts in putting
the Journal together, Mr. Editor.

Surya Nayak
Silver Springs, Maryland

[Thanks for your for complimenis The
standard of our Journal depends
primarily on the quality of

contributions; the editorial efforts are
supplementary. Nevertheless, we
appreciate your encouragement. Editor]
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A SUGGESTION

Dear Mr. Misra:

Being a recent immigrant from
Bhubaneswar, such early introduction to
OSA through a tiny poem “"SEARCH" was
made possible due to your kind
consideration for sharing some very
vital space in the OSA Souvenir Issue
(1992).

I deeply appreciate your help,
because it gave me enough strength and
encouragement to go ahead with my
challenging student life. It also enabled
me to get to know others in USA.

The OSA Journal Souvenir Issue
(1992) is too perfect and nicely edited.
However, publishing some pictures of
events of interest to OSA in this issue
would have given it a more lively touch.
I am sorry to forward this unwanted
suggestion, especially when I am not
even a OSA Member yet.

Thanking you once again.

Pracheta R. Sahu
Tranquility, New Jersey

[Thanks for your comments. Any
suggestion for the improvement of our
Journal is most welcome; yours is a good
one. Subject to our budget constraints,
we would seriously consider publishing
a few selected photographs in each
issue, if appropriate photographs of
good quality are receieved from our
readers, on time. Incidentally, Pracheta
is a Memer of OSA now. Editor].

[We welcome letters from our
readers for inclusion in this
section. Suitable material for
letters include comments,
criticisms, suggestions, etc.
pertaining to the current or

proposed OSA activities.]

dfbmmihie m=p miLfh
hegzarme
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MINUTES OF THE OSA BOARD OF GOVERNORS
AND EXECUTIVE COUNCIL MEETING

July 3, 1992
Holiday Crowne Plaza, Atlanta

Present:  Digambar Mishra (Presldent), Renuka Panigrahy (Vice President), Hemant
Senapat! (Secretary/Treaurer), Sirish Misra (Michigan), Arun Das
(Washington), Sitikantha Dash (North-West), Anuradha Panigrahi (New
England), Haralal Choudhury (Ohio), Balabhadra Misra (Illinois), Purna
Patnalk (California), Puspalakshmi Sahu (Southern), Niranjan Tripathy
(Texas), Amlya K. Mohanty (immediate-past president), Pratap Das
{invited), Kula Misra (Editor-in-Chlief)

Proxy: Mana Ranjan Pattanayak (New York)

The meeting was called to order at 10:10 a.m. by the President. Coples of the agenda
for the meeting were distributed.

The minutes of the last Executive Meeting held on May 24 at Detroit (as published in
OSA Souvenir Issue, Summer 1992) were approved unanimously.

The items discussed and resulting decisions (unanimous unless stated otherwise) are
summarized below.

1. For eligibility to vote in the 1993 election of OSA office-bearers, Membership
Dues for 1992 must be received by Dec 31, 1992,

2, OSA will pay for lunch and hotel expenses for guests invited from Orissa for the
Annual Convention at Atianta,

3. The Subrina Biswal Memorial Scholarship will be awarded to Ms. Seema
Mohapatra of Florida (daughter of Ram Narayan and Jhunu Mohapatra), as
recommended by the Award Committee,

4. This year's OSA Kalashree Award will go to Mrs. Chitralekha Patnaik of Toronto,
as recommended by the appropriate Award Committee.

5. In addition to contributions specially designated for this purpose, up to $400 of
OSA funds may be spent toward the expenses of the OSA Center to be opened at
Bhubaneswar in December, 1992.

6. The OSA Executive Council Is authorized to donate a maximum of $1,000 of
OSA funds per year for charitable causes based in Orissa. Any item of expenditure
under this category would need prior approval of the Executive Council.

7. Up to $40,000 of OSA funds may be allocated for longterm fixed deposit. The
Secretary/Treasurer Is authorized to make the necessary arrangements.

8. Three Chapters were consldered as possible hosts for the 1993 OSA Annual
Convention: Southern, Ohio, and New England, The respective Chapter
representatives were requested to consult the Chapter members and inform the
President of the decision.

9, Although the Executive Council in their last meeing (May 24, 1992 - Detrolt)
had voted in favor of the New York Chapter as the host for the 1994 Silver Jubllee
Annual Convention, the question was discussed again at the request of some
members. Based on the contention that enough representatives were not physically
present at that meeting to participate in this important decision, a motion to reopen
the issue for further discussion was entertained and approved by a majority.
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After hearing arguments from representatives of both the New York and
Washington chapters, it was decided, with the concurrence of the representatives of
both chapters, to refer the matter to an ad hoc committee. The President invited
possible names for this committee, but none was suggested from the floor. It was
unanimously decided to leave the appointment of the ad hoc committee to the
discretion of the President, who promised prompt action.

10. The President invited nominations for the Election Committee to conduct the
OSA election due in 1993, The composition of the Election Committee, as listed
below, was unanimously approved (all from Nashville, Tennessee): Panchanan
Satpathy (Chalr), Shrikanta Dash, Smriti Bardhan.

The meeting was adjourned at 12:25 p.m.

Hemant Senapati
Secretary/Treasuerer

OSA HIGHER EDUCATION COMMITTEE
A PROGRESS REPORT

Kula C. Misra, Chair

The OSA Higher Education Committee has adopted two basic objectives: (a) establish a
network of "Information |library" in Orissa for providing easily accessible
information about the graduate programs in various North Amercan universities to
perspective graduate students; and (b) explore the possibility of establishing a
Student Financial Assistance Fund to provide some financial assistance to needy
students from Orissa after their arrival in U.S.A./Canada

Our current priority is to house an Information center within the Orlssa Center
in Bhubaneswar, which will be inaugurated on December 29. Initially, we will
concentrate on establishing a library of Graduate Catalogs from as many North
American universities as we can collect. These will be stored, as they become
available, at the Orissa Center and may be consulted by interested persons within its
premises.

We are examining the feasibility of investing in a more enduring system of information
storage, display, and retrieval. The system would probably consist of a set of catalogs
on Microfiche and a Paper Reader/Printer that would enable a perspective student to
scan through a large number catalogs rapidly as well as print selected pages from the
microfische document {perhaps for a small charge). The purchase and transport of such
a set-up -- a rather expensive proposition -- has to await the raising of adequate
funds for this purpose by the Committee. Mr. Manaranjan Pattanayak, a member of the
Committee, is actively coordinating this effort. We also intend to solicit the help of the
Government of Orissa and the Utkal University for this project.

We are also in the process of compiling a document summarizing the general
requirements of admission into North American graduate programs and the normal
application procedure. We will seek the cooperation of the newspapers in Crissa for
quick dissemination of this information when it is ready.
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RECENT ADDITIONS TO THE LIST OF
BENEFACTORS, PATRONS, AND LIFE MEMBERS

BENEFACTORS

Raj, Prasanta & Chandra
Ram, Dasarathi & Pat

PATRONS
Mohanty, Bhabani & Rajashree

Patnaik, Bireswar & Jolly
Satpathy, Panchanan & Sashikala

LIFE MEMBERS
Agarwal, Nanak & Manju Panda, Raja
Choudhury, Umakant & Seema Panda, Sukant & ltishree
Das, Jagannath & Gita Panigrahi, Gagan & Sabita
Goudar, Shankar & Ratrri Parija, Gopal & Annapurna
Jena, Bhanu & Minakshi Patnaik, Asit & Suchitra
Kar, Kishore & Sangeeta Patnaik, Gyana & Sujata
Mahapatra, Laxmi & Minakshi Patnaik, Lalit & Ashima
Mishra, Ajit Patra, K.H. & Bishnu
Mishra, Banambar & Prativa Pradhan, Dhiraj & Lynn
Mishra, Bhabani & Haripriya Pradhan, Tanuj & Meera
Mishra, Durga & Aparajita Prasad, Anand & Aryabala
Mishra, Prabodh & Aruna Rath, Pradeep & Swadha
Misra, Amaresh & Sucheta Sahoo, Chitamani &
Misra, Subhendra & Puspanjali Vaijayantimala
Mohanty, Santosh & Carolyn Sahu, Amitav & Sandhya
Mohapatra, Rabi & Manju Sahu, Sudam & Kantilata
Nanda, Arun & Susmita Sarangi, Pitambar & Gitu
Nayak, Prafulla & Mami Tripathy, Niranjan & Sumita
Panda, Navin & Manjulata Tripathy, Niranjan & Swati

We apologize fot the inadvertent omission of the following from the
list of Life Members published in the 1992 Souvenir Issue:
Satpathy, Krushna & Lilabati
Mohanty, Bimal & Sanjukta
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YOUR HELP WILL BE APPRECIATED

J.B.S. HALDANE CHAIR
UTKAL UNIVERSITY

Since last year, Utkal University has
been exploring avenues to establish the
J.B.S. Haldane Chair in Human
Genetics to honor the memory of Prof.
J.B.S. Haldane who breathed his last at
Bhubaneswar. On the occasion of the
celebration of late Prof. Haldane's Birth
Centenary organized by the Department
of Anthropology, Chief Minister Biju
Patnaik kindly donated a sum of five
lakhs of rupees for this purpose.
However, at least another eight to ten
lakhs of rupees would be needed for the
project. From the income of an
endowment of 15 lakh rupees or so, it
should be possible to support the
salaries and research expenses of an
eminent Professor and a Research
Student.

On behaif of the Utkal University,
Vice-Chancellor Prof. S. Acaharya has
appealed to OSA and its members for

collective and individual financial
support toward establishment of the
Chair.
For further information, please
contact:
Prof. S. Acharya
Vice-Chancellor
Utkal University
Vani Vihar
Bhubaneswar - 751004
Tel: (0674) 52850
BISWA-BIDU-KUSUM TRUST

CHARITABLE DISPENSARY

In memory of late Dr. B.N. Sahu, an
eminent agricultural scientist of India, a
Charitable Dispensary was opened
by the Homnorable Minister of Labor on
March 14 at Kalantira (Ramakumarpur),
Cuttack. Through this dispensary, health
care, including free consultation and
medicine, is provided to about 1,000
families in four to five villages of the

area. We request your generous
assistance in meeting the recurring
expenditure of this charitable venture,
so that we may continue to provide free
health care to this rural population.

Dr. B.C. Sahu

Ex-Dean & Retd. Prof. of Agronomy
Bajamani Bhavan

Plot-75, Surya Nagar

Bhubaneswar - 3

BISAKHA DASH HIGH SCHOOL
KATAPALI VILLAGE
SAMBALPUR DISTRICT

The Bisakha Das High School, named
after the philanthropic wife of late
Prof. Ghanashyam Dash, was opened
in 1983-84 to commemorate his 25th
death anniversary.

Late Prof. Dash was a great scholar of
history and an excellent teacher. He was
the pioneer in the discovery of the
historical importance of Sisupalgarh, the
Prachi Valley, Ratnagiri and Lalitgiri
(the famous site of Pushpagiri
University) mentioned by Hieun-Tsang
during his visit to India.

Prof. Dash was a member of the
Senate and Syndicate of the Patna
University in the undivided state of
Bihar and Orissa as well as of the Utkal
University in the state of Orissa. He was
also a member of the Indian History
Congress, Indian Records Commission,
All  India Oriental Conference,
Committee of Compilation of the History
of Freedom Movement in Orissa (Vice-
Chairman), and the Chief Editor of the
Orissa Historical Research Journal. The
present Orissa State Museum at
Bhubaneswar was originally founded by
him in 1934 at Ravenshaw College, with
his own private collection of precious
antiques.

As a consequence of good academic
performance, the Bisakha High School,
has been granted 60% grant-in-aid since
1990 from the State Governement to
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cover only the salary of the teachers.
However, a 100% grant-in-aid due in
March, 1993 is likely to be withheld,
because the School has no pucca R.C.C.
room for a Science Laboratory.

A pucca R.C.C. Science Laboratory, 18
by 35 ft in dimension, (630 sq. ft.)
would cost about Rs. 94,500 to build @
Rs. 150/sq ft. Such a sum is quite
beyond the financial capability of the
School at present. If a sum of Rs. 50,000,
that is about half the total cost, could be
deposited with the District Rural
Development Agency (D.R.D.A)), the
District o Board would sanction
an incentive grant of the same amount
(i.e., Rs. 50,000) for the construction of a
proper Science Laboratory,

On behalf of the Ghanashyam Dash
Memorial Trust, Prof. Prafulla Kumar
Pati (former Vice-Chancellor of
Sambalpur University and Member of
the Orissa Public Service Commission),
has appealed for a donation of Rs,
50,000 from OSA and its members for
the Science Laboratory building. It is
hoped that OSA members will be
generous toward this noble cause,

Inquries and personal donations may
be directed to:

Dr. Prafulla Kumar Pati
MOTIIHARAN (near Stadium)
Sambalpur - 768001

Orissa, India

SANSKRUTI BHAVAN:
PROMODE MEMORIAL HALL

The Council of Cultural Growth and
Cultural Relations is building a
Sanskruti Bhavan, in the campus of THE
UNIVERSE (please see the OSA Souvenir
Issue, 1992, p. 84-85).

Late Dr. Promode Patnaik had visited
the UNIVERSE campus several times
during his trips to Orissa. During one
such visit he had expressed the desire
that a cultural complex should be built
within the UNIVERSE campus, a complex
that would serve as a culturlal bridge
between the Oriyas in North America
and Orissa. Dr. Patnaik had volunteered

to spearhead an appeal to the Oriya
community in North America for
financial support after there was
substantial progress in the construction
of the complex. This, evidently, was not
meant to be.

The Council of Cultural Growth and
Cultural Relations has gone ahead with
the construction of the complex. The
first two floors of the Sanskruti Bhavan
is nearing completion.

The UNIVERSE wishes to add a third
floor to the building and dedicate it to
the memory of late Dr. Painaik. The plan
includes building a well-equipped
Conference Hall in this floor, to be
named as Promode Hall, with a seating
arrangement for 150 (expandable to
25(0; when necessary, by the addition of
moveable chairs). The plan also includes
space for an Information Center, as had
been suggested by Dr. Digambar Mishra

(OSA President) and late Dr. Patnaik
during their visits. The equipment
needed for this Conference Hall-

Information Center complex includes a
podium, a microphone for each fixed
chair, a 16 mm film projector, a 35 mm
slide projector, an over-head projector,
projection screens, a FAX machine, a
photocopying machine, and a computer
with a dot-matrix printer.

The estimated cost of the third floor
is 16 lakhs of rupees as detailed below:

Building Rs.8 lakhs
Lift Rs.5 lakhs
Equipment & Furnire Rs.2 lakhs
Miscellaneous Rs.1 lakh
The long-term plan, not included in
the above estimate, includes the

possibility of adding a fourth floor,
which will have 8 guest rooms where
friends from North America could stay
during their visits to Orissa.

The Council of Cultural Growth and
Cultural Relations is soliciting funds to
the extent of Rs, 16 lakhs from OSA and
its members .for the construction of the
Promode Hall.

Justice Harihar Mohapatra

Dr. Sadasiva Misra
Mr. Girija Bhusan Patnaik
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FROM THE DESK OF THE EDITOR

I am deeply touched by the recent flurry of compliments from friends and well-
wishers in Orissa pertaining to the activities of OSA and its Souvenir Issue
published in conjunction with the last Annual Convention at Atlanta. On behalf of
OSA, 1 wish to express our sincere gratitude to all of you who have taken the
trouble of conveying your goodwill and encouragement. Your appreciation means a
lot more to us than you probably realize.

I have enjoyed reading every single letter I have reccived, long or short, in
Oriya or in English, and wish it were possible to reply to each one of you
individually. That being not practicable, primarily because of time constraints, I
request your indulgence for using the editor's prerogative to respond through this
Journal. 1 hope you would demonstrate your forgiveness by continuing to write.

Almost every letter T have received contains a request for a copy of the 1992
Souvenir Issue, and many have offered to pay a reasonable price for it. I have not
been able to comply, simply because we did not print enough copies to meet such a
contingency. It is now obvious that we must take into account this demand in the
printing of future issues of our Journal/Newsletter. For a small organization such as
ours, the additional cost is certainly a factor and will have to be addressed soon. As
an interim measure, a limited number of free copies of this issue of the Journal
(which does not contain the Address Directory) will be made available for
distribution in Orissa through the Orissa Center, Bhubaneswar.

Some of you have inquired about membership in OSA. An Application Form, as
well as information about dues for different categories of membership, are
included in this Journal. A continuing membership or a life-membership in OSA
would automatically gurantee you a copy of ecach issue of OSA Jounal/Newsletter
(and an updated Address Directory in the Souvenir Issue every year). This is an
option worth considering.

I would like to take this opportunity to remind you of our "Letters to the Editor”
section. If you have any specific comments, criticisms, or suggestions to offer,
please feel free 1o write me a short letter. We will publish it (with minimal editing,
if necessary) as soon as possible. News items, especially those of interest to our
members here, are particularly welcome. You are also cordially invited to submit
articles/poems/short stories, etc., either in English or in Oriya, to be considered for
publication in our Journal.

Many years ago the OSA started a quarterly Newsletter, primarily as a vehicle of
exchanging information among its members who happen to be dispersed over a
very wide geographic area. It has evolved through the years to its present form
under the able leadership of many previous editors (for example, Jnana R. Dash,
Lalu Mansinha, Saradendu Mishra, Digambar Mishra). It is my hope that someday it
will serve as the most visible, permanent and tangible link between the Oriyas in
Orissa and North America. We certainly welcome all the help, cooperation and
advice we can get from you in this endeavor.

Kula C. Misra
Editor

hHa



OSA Journal, Fall 92 & Winter 93

THE ORISSA SOCIETY OF THE AMERICAS

MEMBERSHIPF RENEWAL FORM

NAME = vt e
F Y0 0 1Y o e ——
NAME OF SPOUSE =~ oottt e e e e
TELEPHONE (RESIDENCE)  cocommomm e
FIRST NAMES OF CHILDREN  c-croeeomom it e m oo
Please mail this sheet, along with your check payable to OSA, to:

Dr. Hemant Senapati

Secretary/Treasurer

2240 Fawnwood Way

Bloomfield Hills, Michigan 48302

The membership categories are as follows:

BENEFACTOR $1, 000
PATRON $ 500
LIFE MEMBER $ 200
ANNUAL MEMBERSHIP (July 1 to June 30)
FAMILY $ 25
SINGLE $ 10
STUDENT (SINGLE) $ 5
STUDENT (FAMILY) $ 10

OSA will gratefully accept donations to its general funds and for
approved specified projects. Membership dues and donations are tax
deductible.

Subscription to 0SA Journal/Newsletter is by membership only.
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RAVENSHAW COLLEGE ALUMNI ASSOCIATION OF NORTH AMERICA

PROFILE INFORMATION

Your Name and Current Address:

Your Telephone Number: ( ) -

Your Home Address in India:

Ravenshaw College Years:

As a Student: From To Degree
(month/yr) (month/yr)

As Faculty: From To Degree
{month/yr) (month/yr)

Brief Biodata:

Suggestions on Our Role:

(If your spouse was a student or faculty, fill out a separate sheet)

Please mail to: Dr. S.N. Ray, 6703 Spenard Road, Bowie, MD 20720
Telephone: (301) 262-6747 (Home) (301) 459-3533 (Office)
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INRUGURATION OF

OSA CENTER, BHUBANESWAR

259, Kharabela Nagar
(Near the Reserve Bank of India Office)

Bhubaneswar

December 29, 1992 - 5 p.m.

Venue of Suchana Bhavan
Ceremony : Bhubaneswar
Chief Guest: The Honorable J.D. Sharma

Governor Of Orissa

The ceremony will also include the recognition of Mr. Biju
Patnaik, Chief Minister of Orissa, and Dr. Jitendra N.
Mohanty, Professor of Philosophy at the Temple University
(USA), the two OUTSTANDING ORIYAS selected by OSA for
1992 (see OSA Souvenir Issue, Summer 1992).

Every OSA member is cordially invited to attend
this ceremony that will mark a major step
enhancing the linkage between the Oriyas in North
America and their State of origin. If you plan to

attend, please call:
Satya Mohaptra
Editor, Dinalipi
Telephones (Bhubaneswar): 40504/405963 (Office)
54351 (Residence)



GREETINGS FROM

SATYA SHAW

CPA - FINANCIAL PLANNER
(800) 634-1742

VISITOR'S- HI‘?ALTH PLAN - DON'T TAKE CHANCES
TAX REDUCTION & PLANNING
EDUCATION FUNDING
- IRA, KEOGH & PENSION PLANS
ESTATE & TRUST
LIFE, HEALTH & DISABILITY PLANS 9%

TAX DEFERRED ANNUITIES
PHYSICIAN PLACEMENT S
HOSPITAL, MOTEL & BUSINESS FINANCING

SATYA SHAW SCHOLARSHIP FOR EXCELLENCE

SERVING OUR COMMUNITY SINCE 1975
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