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Tapan Padhi
President OSA

Dear Members,

A successful year of 2013 for OSA has come to an end. We have provided
updates from time to time on OSA activities. Recently we concluded OSA
higher education and career opportunities open house in Odisha. A report
has been published in this issue. In 2013, many of us believed that we had
one of the best annual conventions in Chicago in OSA history. We are planning for another
memorable annual convention in Columbus, Ohio in 2014. Global Odisha Conference in 2015
will be planned to present how Odisha has become a land of opportunity in India and at the
same time keeping Odisha’s traditional values.

Since the beginning of our non-profit Organization, our esteemed members have contributed
immensely either organizationally or on a personal basis to the benefits of people in need, for
right causes through various charitable activities from time to time. The strong support of our
members in helping Phailin victims speaks a volume on that. Our goal at OSA has been focused
and consistent: to provide a platform for our community members to facilitate upkeep of our
cultural and social values, our traditions and helping the membership in need one step at a time.
For last few years, we have grown our membership base; we have followed a disciplined
approach: building on strong volunteering experience, seeking out new growth opportunities by
bringing in new members and forming new chapters and prudently organizing annual
conventions and OSA activities.

| am glad to report that we are forming a new chapter in Denver with fifteen new life members.

Today, OSA is a brand name, a global leader amongst rapidly growing Odia community
organizations around the world and is well recognized in USA, Canada and Odisha. | know very
well that we have miles to go. Our membership is maturing and community is growing with new
immigrants. Our children as second generation immigrants are coming forward to take
leadership roles in OSA and we realize that we need to focus on strengthening our ties with our
youth members here more by helping and volunteering to solve issues at home first. We will
continue the effort.

With a recent successful completion of OSA higher education open house in Odisha and fund
raising effort for Phailin victims, we remain confident that our successful track record, proven
strength of volunteer base, good financial position and focus on selfless services will continue to
deliver results for our members in 2014 and beyond.

On behalf of the executive committee and Board of Governors, | would like to thank all of our
chapter leaders, benefactors, patrons and members for their inspired contribution and
volunteering effort over the past year and for helping us continue to build a strong foundation

for the road ahead.

Thank you for your trust and confidence in OSA.
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Sikhanda Satpathy
Vice-President OSA

The last quarter was dominated by Phailin for many of us in OSA. Many
came forward with fund raising ideas and concerns, and the members
responded with donations that enabled OSA and its chapters to contribute in the neighborhood
of $60k to CMRF. By no means, it is a substantial amount considering the enormity of damage.
However, it does go a long way in showing that OSA stands with its brethren in their days of
calamity. The funds will be remitted to CMRF with a request for infrastructural use. Directed
funding through CMREF is neither a common practice, nor is an assured outcome. Hopefully, our
discussion with Odisha Government results in a directed project execution.

| applaud the leadership role that many OSA members demonstrated by serving in Phailin
committees, making personal appeals and after all, donating for this worthy cause. A
commendable effort was undertaken by Niharika Mohanty of California, who roped in various
dance organizations in California for a Phailin fund raising event. The OSA treasurer deserves
thanks for diligently managing the fund collection and issuing individual receipts, perhaps a first-
time in OSA. | take this opportunity to thank all other organizations such as SEEDS and Oriya
Sevaks, who have independently carried out fund raising effort for the Phailin victims.

The OSA faces a multitude of situations that necessitate solicitation of funds. Many members
have raised the issue of donors’ fatigue and the effort required to raise funds repeatedly. A
proposal initiated by Washington DC Chapter President, Prakash Sahu is under consideration by
the BOG to institute a onetime fund raising campaign in November-December time frame, and
carry out limited campaign only if a calamitous situation arises. Upside is a constant building up
of funds in years when no emergencies arise and a singular fund raising event. The down side is
the concern that folks may not donate without an imminent crisis. All opinions and suggestions
are welcome as the BOG discusses this issue.

While few other issues took back stage during the last quarter due to Phailin efforts, the
convention team marched forward with planning and executing its action plan. A wonderful
venue was finalized. The guest list and a panel of entertainers from Odisha are being put
together. With many new elements planned to be introduced this time, the convention is
shaping up to be a very exciting event this year. Take advantage of the early registration and
mark your calendar.

An organization is what its members make it. | have come across quite a few committed
members over the past few months — helping our efforts on Phailin, OSA Higher Education
meeting in Bhubaneswar, convention, chapter election, Odissi-Champu-Chhanda initiatives, etc.
As we march forward together, we need your continued support. So, please get involved, share
your ideas and help execute them.

May the New Year bring many excitements in your life, and strengthen our society.
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Sabita Panigrahi
Secretary OSA

Dear Friends,

In October, Phailin struck Odisha, washing away thousands of houses and
knocking out power and communications. Along with blocking many roads
and ruining thousands of hectares of crops, it also did extensive damage to
infrastructure. While timely evacuation kept fatality numbers low, it will take
years to mitigate the damage it has done to the local economy and its people.
Living in North America, when we hear this type of news, we feel helpless for our motherland.
We all wanted to help, whether it was personally or as a group. OSA initiated the fund raising
effort just one day after the disaster. Some volunteers and BOG members along with
executives evaluated options and recommended how the fund raising effort would be done and
how the funds would be distributed. BOG finalized and approved the decision to distribute the
funds to CM relief fund only. We genuinely thank all the volunteers for carrying out the fund
raising effort and for appealing to our members passionately to donate funds. We also thank
everyone who donated to this cause.

| enjoyed being able to connect with the members through personal phone calls for fund-
raising. | realized that although email is convenient, it sometimes takes away from the personal
connection. With the convenience of email, we have stopped using phone calls to
communicate. Many members appreciated the phone calls.It is very important for
communication to be two-way. Because of this, | am encouraged to connect with members
through the phone along with email from now on. | would also like to encourage all members to
contact me if they have any questions.

As you may know, we conduct the monthly BOG meeting among chapter presidents and OSA
executives every second Sunday. We post the minutes of the meeting in OSAnet. | have also
included here the past two meeting minutes. Please let us know if you have any questions or

concerns you want shared. We will add them to our agenda. | hope that each and every one of
you stays actively involved in our OSA family’s activities and helps us grow as a community.

October

November
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Prashanta Ranabijuli

Treasurer OSA

Dear Friends,

| wish you, your family and friends a Happy and Prosperous
2014!

OSA is entering into 2014 in a stronger financial footing than
ever, thanks to increased membership, income from the
convention, and prudent management of expenses. OSA’s
finances improved year over year, in the backdrop of several successful fund raising campaigns.
This would not have been possible without continued support from OSA members.

Thank you!

The below figure is indicative of the overall financial health of the organization.

Cash Balance as of 12/25/2013 $228,988.93 *

Cash Balance as of 12/31/2012 $127,322.25

Net increase $101,666.68

* Includes receipts of about $43K minus the initial disbursement of $10K to CMRF for Phailin
Relief.

Phailin Relief Fund status

| want to thank all the donors for their generous contribution. Till date OSA has raised about
$49K (about $43K has been received and $6K on the way) for Phailin relief. Many thanks to the
fund-raising team, volunteers, event organizers, each and every one of you who spent countless
hours, participating in the fund raising effort and motivating people to donate.

Wide variety of contributions was received — ranging from $10 to over $1000, from all over
North America. In total there were 270 donations at an average of more than $150 per
donation, so special thanks to the large donors.

Donor names and chapter wise contribution view can be found in the Phailin Fund update email
from me on OSANet. Email receipts for individual donations were sent out on 12/23/2013.
Receipts for donations received after this day will be emailed as and when the donations are
received. If you do not receive your receipt please contact me immediately.

As agreed in the October BOG meeting, a check of S10K was sent to CMRF immediately after the
disaster. A copy of the receipt issued by CMRF was shared in OSANet on 11/18/2013. It can also
be found in Odisha Government’s portal
http://www.odisha.gov.in/portal/flood/Donors%20list%20for%20Cyclone-2013.pdf (line 699).
The remaining amount in Phailin Relief Fund will be disbursed very soon.

Current Financial Status:

Following are balances in different OSA accounts as of 12/25/2013.
Checking #1 ending with 618: $186,119.31

Checking #2 ending with 824: $22,803.48 *
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PayPal account: $20,066.14 **
Note:

* The entire amount reflects the donation checks received for Phailin Relief fund.
** The entire amount reflects the donations received for Phailin Relief fund.

@-&ﬂ—

A quarterly (Oct 13 — Dec 13) income and expense statement will be sent to OSANet in the first

week of 2014.

Membership

There have been quite a few new OSA members since September 2013. Please join me in

welcoming them to OSA.

Niraj Rath, TX — LM

Nick Rath, TX — LM

Bimal & Minati Rath, TX — LM

Tusar & Loveleen Swami, TX — LM

Manas & Prachee Behera, TX — LM

KP & Babita Mohanty, TX — LM

Pranab & Namrata Das, TX— LM

Sonali Badi, TX - LM

Ashok Rath, TX — LM

Amar & Shibani Senapati, NJ — LM
Parmeshwar & Sai Jyothi Meegada, NJ — LM
Satish & Gayatri Sahoo, MA — 5yr

Somnath & Nisha Roy, OH — LM

Sunayan & Debasmita Mohanty, TX — LM
Anjali & Rabindra Behera, IA — Upgrade from 5yr to LM

Once again | wish you all the best in 2014. Let’s all work together to make OSA a stronger

organization in the coming years.

512-917-4715 (Mobile)
ranabijuli@gmail.com
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Odisha Higher Education
and Career Opportunities Open House, a report

DR. SAILENDRA NARAYAN TRIPATHY
SENIOR READER
BJB COLLEGE, BHUBANESWAR

OSA conducted Odisha Higher Education Open House convention on 14™ Dec 2013 at

Bhubaneswar College of Engineering. More than 287 students and faculties from various
institutes of Odisha attended the program.

Dr Ajit Kumar Tripathy, in his inaugural speech praised the OSA initiative in bringing together the
highly qualified and experienced members of OSA with the students and faculties from Odisha.
He expressed that this will go a long way in creating awareness among the faculty and students
present at the session on opportunities in USA for higher study, research, employment and self
employment.
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Prof (Dr)Sanghamitra Mohanty, Vice Chancellor, North Odisha University explained with several
examples the collaborative scope, opportunities provided by government for higher study,
research, selection of subjects keeping the future prospects in mind. A large number of students
and faculty asked several questions.

Mr Tapan Padhi, Presdient OSA presided over the function. He welcomed the students and
faculties and clarified the myth of “Brain Drain”. He suggested how the knowledge and skill
gained in advanced countries like USA ultimately helps our own people and home state. He
compared with Chinese students and their large presence in graduate schools in USA and how
China’s growth has been helped by US educated engineers, economists and scientists.
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Prof (Dr) Omkar Nath Mohanty , Ex Vice chancellor of Technical University(BPUT), spoke in detail
the status of research and innovation in higher technical studies. He described present
government policy to encourage the above. Large number of students and faculty members
participated in the discussion.

Dr L.N.Bhuyan, Distinguished professor described in detail the various partnership
opportunities, collaboration in higher studies and student exchange programmes. The
discussion followed by a very interesting question, answer session.

Dr Asutosh Dutta, in his speech explained the several opportunities available for higher studies,
research. With examples he explained the way by which students and faculty can enrich their
research skills and innovation in their areas of interest. Besides the above he explained the
benefits of exchange for gaining knowledge and increasing the employment potential.

Dr Bigyani Das explained the way by which our student and faculty can meet the international
standards in education. She emphasised on social development and value based education. A
large number of participants involved in the discussion and got their doubts cleared.

Shri Hari Arjun Patro and Dr Sitakanta Dash spoke on the self employment opportunity available
outside India particularly in USA. Their discussion was based on their practical experience of
running large corporations. Through question and answer they clarified the international
business scenario with practical examples.
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Dr Ranjita Mishra in her elaborate speech explained the medical study, collaboration, research
and accountability in medical profession. She explained with examples as to how to maintain
good health and healthy habits. A large number of students, faculty got their doubts clarified
through discussions.

Dr Radhakanta Mishra spoke about the way by which a student can get in to the proper
exposure to international expectations and standards for entry to higher studies and research.
Dr Geeta Mishra threw light about the minimum requirement of health care. She explained with
examples the food habits and hygiene for sound health.

There was an interactive session with Dr.Ranjita Mishra and Dr.Ashutosh Dutta, who answered
the questions from student participants who came from different colleges and Business schools.
In the evening, Mahari Dance, based on Lord Jagannath culture was presented by Mrs Suhag
Nalini Das, and five other artists dressed in traditional Mahari costumes. With combination of
colourful light, sound, the audience enjoyed the cultural programme .This was organised by
Mahari Foundation. Ms Barnali Hota of ZEE TV fame sang many melodious songs. Child artist
Master Lohitakshya performed in the program.

Social Activist Padmashri Tulasi Munda was felicitated on behalf of OSA for lifetime
achievement Award by OSA President Mr. Tapan Padhi with a cheque of Rs 1 Lakh.

Mr Tapan Padhi thanked all speakers, students, faculty, audience, coordinators, performers of
cultural program, the artists and representatives of electronics and print media.
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Registration

All

Guest Invitation & Inaugural

Mr. Ashok Rath, Coordinator, OSA HE Career Open
house

Opening Song - Bande Utkal Janani

Ms. Anindita Das

Welcome Address

Mr Tapan Padhi
OSA President, TX

Address by Chief Guest

Mr Ajit K Tripathy
Ex Chief Secretary, Govt of Odisha

Technical education and Collaboration in USA

Dr. L N Bhuyan, Distinguished Professor (Past
President, OSA)University of California, Riverside, CA

Higher Study/ Collaboration/Partnership
Opportunities

Dr Ashutosh Dutta, Ph D, Columbia University (Past
Vice President, OSA)

Collaboration of OSA and Odisha in education
development, social development and adding value to
education in Odisha

Dr. Bigyani Das, Past President, OSA

Collaborative Scope and Opportunity

Dr Sanghamitra Mohanty, V.C. North Odisha Univ,
Baripada

Career Opportunities in USA, Entrepreneurship in USA,
Discussion

Mr Hari Arjun Patro, CEO, National Systems, Texas,
USA
Dr Sitakantha Dash, CEO, UAS Labs, MN

Lunch Break

Under Graduate, Graduate Admissions &
Collaborative Research Opportunities at
West Virginia University

Dr. Ranjita Misra, Professor and Director, Public Health
Practice [MPH] Program, WVU, Virginia

Status of research and innovation in higher studies,
Discussion

Dr Omkar Mohanty, Professor, IIT, Ex Vice Chancellor,
BPUT

Looking beyond the horizon - higher education

Dr Radhakanta Mishra, Ph D, USA
Dr Geeta Mishra, MD, USA

Moderated Open QA Session, Opportunity for next step.
with participants

Dr. Ashutosh Dutta, Dr Ranjita Misra
OSA HE Program Members

Presentation of OSA lifetime achievement award
memento to Mrs Tulsi Munda

Mr Tapan Padhi, President, OSA
Mr Susant Satpathy, Past Treasurer, OSA
Mr. Sitakantha Dash, Sponsor, Lifetime Award

Cultural Program, Traditional Mahari Dance, Devotional
Song, Modern Dance

Mrs. Ruli, Mahari Foundation
Ms Barnali Hota
Master Lohitakshya Patnaik

Award Ceremony , Vote of Thanks

Mr Tapan Padhi, President, OSA

(
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Bande Utkala | adore Thee, O! Mother Uktal!
Janani How loving are thy smile and voice!
Charu-Hasamayi O! Mother! Mother! Mother!

Charu-Bhasamayi
Janani! Janani!
Janani!

A Conversation Starter

Prachi Mishra

When Kantakabi Laxmikanta Mohapatra penned the words to Odisha's state anthem, it's highly
improbable that he could have foreseen Odias singing them loudly from two oceans over. It’s even more
improbable that he could have predicted that, like his poem, Odias would convene all over the Americas
to celebrate all things Odia.

However, bhandumane, it's time for us to face the truth — celebrating Odia culture for three days is not
enough to preserve and sustain Odia culture. Our culture is dying a not-so-slow death.

| understand the high level of hubris and irony involved with accusing my parents’ generation of not
taking enough action to preserve Odia culture as | write in English in an OSA Souvenir Journal. It's easy to
dismiss an individual who didn't have to cross two Oceans, establish a family and a career in a new
country, while also navigating through which cultural compromises were worth making.

The Odisha my parents, Aunties,

and Uncles left years ago has [y, hderstand the high level of hubris and irony
changed. Go visit Bhubaneswar,

Puri and Cuttack or any other | INvolved with accusing my parents’ generation

place in Odisha, and they are of not taking enough action to preserve Odia
unrecognizable to the wistful culture as | write in English in an OSA Souvenir
accounts of Odisha I've heard ) i . N

. : Journal. It's easy to dismiss an individual who
described. Each city has newly- U ]
paved roads, new shops and didn't have to cross two Oceans, establish a

landmarks. And I've heard all the | family and a career in a new country, while also
nostalgia about ghara-khaiba, but | pqyigating through which cultural compromises

don’t expect to get any in Odisha th Ki
today. Healthy Odia staples like wereN oI iaiigen

dalma, poee tarkari, enduri

pittha, and besara are now only served in restaurants like “Dalema.” Family friends and relatives will
insist on serving you singhada, chhole and aloo dum from the guy on the corner. And it’s alright if the
kids don’t know Odia; all of your relatives want to practice their English and hear your family’s American
accent. Whether or not you approve, Odisha has “progressed.” And since it was a conscious decision to
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immigrate to a new country, NRIs can’t blame anyone.

The state of things here in the Americas is not much better. Unfortunately, even with the best intentions
we lose sight, or choose to ignore, of what is actually going on. Despite the fact we’ve been growing in
numbers — I've seen the OSA directory get fatter every year — we have not been able to leave any sort of
mark in North American culture or, even more frustratingly, within our own youth community.

Just as an example, every single time I've run into a desi in the last 5 years -- in the Midwest, out East, or
out West -- after five minutes of chit chat, we inevitably get to the (never-politically correct) "What Kind
of Brown are You?" game. After nodding my head to their answers of “Gujju,” “Mallu,” “Punjabi,” or what
not, it’s my turn to tell them about my family’s origins:

Me: I'm Odia
Desi: What? You're what?

Me: Odia, like from Odisha? We have the dance, Odissi? Puri-Jagannath? We're right next to West
Bengal...

Desi: Yeah, never heard of it. You're the first of that I've ever met.

When you look at Indian diaspora in Western culture, it blows me away we have zero footprint. Punjabi
culture more or less defines Indian identity as we know it today. When first meeting me, non-desis
assume we have saag-paneer for dinner, exclusively listen to Daler Mendhi, and that all my kurtas will
have a matching Patiala bottoms. Bhangra competitions are some of the most competitive on the
national collegiate level. Gujaratis have championed dandia-raas similarly, and to top it off because
Gujarati Samaj schools, every Gujarati kid can read, write and speak Gujarati. Everyone in the US knows
about Tagore because Bengalis won't let you forget he won a Nobel and don’t even get started on the
amount of Bharatnatyam Americans have been exposed to already.

| understand an Odia ballad about Jagannath isn’t exactly “pop” music, but | think the problem lies here
within. As Odias, we have counted our culture as not interesting, cool, or worth enough to even try
pushing ourselves as a people. We do not take enough pride to value our culture to be as or more
interesting/cool/worthy than other desi culture. My generation has not been forced to value our Odia
culture to be an integral part of our identity.

Ask an Odia youth*, the following questions (answers included at the end of the article):

Where is Dhauli and what is the significance surrounding the site?
Who is Jatin Das?

What are two main mineral exports?

What are Odisha's two main cash crops?

What is goti-pua?

uhkwnN e

Chances are that there are very few Uncles and Aunties who know the answers to all five, let alone first
generation Odias. Not only are families not engaging in discussion topics like those but, as a people, we
have no infrastructure to support those who wish to start these conversations.

Sure, every weekend or two there are Odia “parties” all around the US. A couple of uncles have an lkat
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or Pashapalli kurta on, one auntie will wear an Odia Pashapalli salwar kurta, and the kids are just happy
to get a break from SAT testing prep. If it’s a puja, the kids might get quizzed on “What animal is the
vehicle of Ganesha?” but nothing too specific. We’ll know enough to be “good Indians” who can test out
of the Hinduism section of our high school “World Religions” curriculum. But aside from these learnings,
which are quite marginal, where is the culture? Where is our culture?

| have a friend who one-eighth Italian on her
dad’s side. Our senior year of high school, she
spent 3-4 hours a week on ancestry.com
looking up various things about her family’s

Accessibility is at the root of the
problem. Odia parties, get-togethers,

lineage. She planned a senior trip to the South even OSAs, do nothing to make our
and to try and meet 2" cousin she discovered. is not Odia, parents speak in English,
When she got back from her trip, she told me and people choose not to wear

about how exciting it was to trace her roots, diti | Odia clothi P
learn about her culture, pick up a little Italian traditiona la clothing. Parents

and meet her relatives. After telling me about often don’t bring their kids along to
how she navigated through the city to meet the mandir either, so the cultural value

her cousin, she turned to me and.sald, Aren.t ofour religion is also lost.
you lucky that all you have to do is go to India

and your entire family is there! It's so
accessible.”

Accessibility is at the root of the problem. Odia parties, get-togethers, even OSAs, do nothing to make
our culture more accessible when the food is not Odia, parents speak in English, and people choose not
to wear traditional Odia clothing. Parents often don’t bring their kids along to the mandir either, so the
cultural value of our religion is also lost. What makes this all the more frustrating is the fact that we
cannot just go back to Odisha and discover our culture the way my friend so easily did. Things in Odisha
are changing on such a rapid trajectory; we cannot rely on just going back to the “motherland.”

So what are we to do? For starters, we follow the 12-step method and acknowledge we are facing a
cultural vacuum. Secondly, we need to adopt Obama’s “Yes, we can” attitude; we need to believe we can
change the situation and take pride in, educate about and preserve our culture. We are armed with best
weapons to fight this battle - our parents and grandparents. The Odisha that exists in the minds of the
Uncles and Aunties who immigrated to North America between 1965- 1990 is the truest version of
Odisha that exists today. If you ever forget, think about your last trip to Odisha, and between your
relatives and you, who felt more Western? These Uncles and Aunties (my parents included) will always
think of Odisha in the most nostalgic, starry-eyed way. Do not devalue your nostalgia. No one else knows
or remembers that Odisha. No one else will fight for it.

However, nostalgia alone is not enough. Preservation requires pride and education on a multi-
generational level that will take time, effort, and a change in attitude. There are going to be many ways
to go about it, some that are more effective than what | will propose, so please take these suggestions
simply as a jumping off point.
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Aunties and Uncles:

¢ Speaking to your kids in Odia: Teach your kids Odia the same way we learn Spanish in school. Start
with speaking only in Odia at home. If that seems to drastic, start speaking in only Odia at dinner, or in
the car, or on the phone, and work your way up to speaking Odia at all three. Translate your favorite
Akshya Mohanty songs or bhajans; if it's truly a favorite song of yours, the kids will have heard it before
and will be able to keep up. This is how we learn Spanish, French, German and Chinese in school, so why
would it not work at home?

e Cook Odia food: We all love pakhala but who still makes homemade dahi? What about chhena poda?
If you're health conscious, make ghanta, dhalma, Illici macha, or mohura. Don't have the recipe? Suck up
your pride and call your mom or mausi, even that one auntie, or any one who still makes it. How are we
supposed to pass down recipes to our own children if you don't have them yourself?

e Get the “youth” involved: Do you really think we're going to start coming to the mandir on our own
volition? Most kids my age opt more for the Buddhist route, "more spiritual than religious," so if you
want us celebrate all the holidays — not just fun ones that have become accepted by the West (Holi and
the "Festival of Lights," Dewaali, obviously) — then you might actually need to bring us to mandir. Why
do we hate coming with you? We don't understand any of the Sanskrit, find the sitting and singing
boring, and there's always way too much "politics" going on. So bring us for something simple, maybe
just a Jagannath Puja, explain as much as you can, and have us hand out the prasad. When Ratha Yatra
comes around, have us paint the Ratha or help chop vegetables. At the end of the day, Hinduism is a
lifestyle, not just a religion, so make us see it that way.

e Educate us: Teach us something about Odisha, and not just what you learned in school, something
that we can talk about intelligently to our peers. Some suggestions:

e What is Odisha's biggest cash crop?

e Who is the current Chief Minister, and can he speak Odia well?

e Puri-Jagannath is consider one of the Four what?

e What's Odisha's literacy rate?

e Why is “Uktal” is synonymous with Odisha?

e Who are the famous writers from Odisha?

¢ Did we have any famous patriots fighting for independence from the British?

* Was rassa-golla created in Odisha or is it mishti (Bengali). And what/where is Pahala?

Make sure your kids not only know the answers but that they understand the significance behind each.
We spend time everyday talking about what’s going on in the world in terms of sports, politics,
celebrities, even Odia community gossip about what that one Auntie’s son and daughter are doing. If we
have time for all that, we should be able to devote five minutes at dinner other every night to ensure
kids today know a little something about our roots and what is going in Odisha today.

Odia Youth

Learn Odia: Knowing Odia comes in so handy! The number of times | was in a public space (early on at
school, the dorms in college, my office, the bus, etc.) and wanted/needed privacy, Odia worked out
beautifully. And in case you’re wondering, my vocabulary is pretty limited, but when you’re desperate,
you’ll manage to make it work.
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Learn how to cook: So you can make damn good cup of Ramen and are a pro-salad assembler already.
Well, fortunately/unfortunately people assume we know how to cook Indian food because we're Indian.
The good news, Odia food is inherently healthy (plenty of veggies, lots of fish, and a fair share of dairy) --
it's just a matter to committing to it. Ask your mom for a spice pack and within an hour you will have
over 20 spices in your hands. You'll only need 4 of them on the daily, and the cooking doesn't take that
long. Start with something easy like santula, a vegetable bhaja, aloo bharta, or even the generic chole.
Bad news, it probably won’t taste as good as your mom’s cooking the first time. But the good news, if it’s
really terrible, Ramen only takes 3 minutes to cook.

Ask questions and get involved: Learn something about Odisha and India in general. Spend 15 minutes
on Wikipedia, or talk to your parents and grandparents. It looks terrible when we know less about our
own culture than people who have seen a documentary on the Discovery channel or have a cousin who
went to Assam. Learn about the cultural and economic ties Odisha historically had with Bali (yup, it’s
called Bali Jatra for a reason), the Kalinga style of architecture you'll find all over the state, or find out
who Sudarshan Pattnaik is and check out his portfolio of work.

In terms of education, this is all just a start, but we need to place value on doing this. | believe the reason
why many in my generation of second-generation
immigrants are apathetic towards cultural things Additionally, older generations

because we were never exposed to anything in a good need to shift their methods of

light. We saw bickering, bitterness, hypocrisy and ¢ .
narrow-minded attitudes. We saw our families and preserving Odia culture. Only

communities face the same problems but never saw when the “pilamane” know
any fresh, new approaches. We knew even if we did what our culture is, will we

participate and offer our own suggestions, we wguld understand how much it is
never be treated as adults, let alone as equals, since b
worth preserving.

we'd get written off as “pilamane.”

Additionally, older generations need to shift their methods of preserving Odia culture. Only when the
“pilamane” know what our culture is, will we understand how much it is worth preserving. Instead, the
go-to strategy employed thus far by the majority has been the stern command of “find a nice Odia
boy/girl” On behalf of every Odia youth, please stop. This will do nothing for you, me, or to help
preserve what is left of our culture. If an Odia boy doesn’t speak Odia, hates Odia food and in general
doesn’t care about being Odia, I'm better off finding someone who has a slight interest in my Odia-ness
regardless of his ethnicity.

At this point, you might be thinking, “Who is this self-righteous jhia? Why does she think she can speak
to me like this? Why does she care anyway?” Honestly, there’s no good answer. My parents forced
Bhaina and me to learn and speak Odia at a young age. They made us sit through Vedanta Society
lectures, Hindustani and Carnatic musical concerts, and even took us on a 'historical tour' of the Prachi
Nauee when | was just three years old. We went to Odissi performances, heard Mama sing bhajans
every weekend, and were forced to eat chhencheda. | remember complaining loudly about all the things
| didn’t want to do or sleeping through the others, but my parents were persistent. Year after year, they
exposed us to more things uniquely Indian and uniquely Odia.

To some degree my parents got lucky — Bhaina and | were either bored enough or complacent enough to
start paying attention. We started enjoying the Indian classical music concerts they were taking us to and
wanted to learn the technique behind the perfect podho pittha. We started to understand why our
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parents had tried so relentlessly, so tirelessly to expose us to Odia and broader Indian culture; there was
something of value in our culture and they were proud to able to share that value with us.

Among the kids of our generation, who were brought up in the US or Canada, Bhaina and | are a
surprisingly rare breed. And if you’re skeptical about the value of our up-bringing, but let me share one
insight that only a first generation Odia can. One of the best feelings on trips to India is going to
Bhubaneswar. | love knowing that when | visit Odisha, | can hold my in Odia, from the chaha and pakudi
sessions I'll be ushered into to getting lost on the street. The best feeling is not feeling like an American
tourist like | will when I'm in any other part of India.

My intention is to raise awareness and to start conversations (especially since the community at large
does not engage in wider conversations unless it involves someone running for OSA office). | know there
are families like mine out there - who are proudly more “Odia” than their counterparts in Odisha. But for
those who are Odia in name and nationality only, this should be your call to action.

| might only be an “Odia youth,” who was brought up on firsthand accounts of Odisha, but if | can care
enough to write up a multipage article in the OSA Journal, the least you can do is start a conversation
about whether or not our culture is surviving and what we can do to save it. Because unlike Kantakabi, |
can imagine a future where there are people singing the Odia anthem at the 120th OSA Convention but
only if we act now. Bhandumane, the future is in our hands.

Footnotes:

*Qdia youth definition: a broad, ambiguous term to describe anyone who is of Odia descent but did not
immigrate to the US on their own. While ‘youth’ typically refers to children and young adults, within the
Odia community, relationships are defined generationally and are socially-enforced. This results in a 40
year old with kids still being referred to as “Odia youth.”

Answers to the five question to ask your Odia Youth

1. Located on the outskirts (south east) of Bhubaneswar, Dhauli is known as the place where
Emperor Ashoka became disillusioned by war and turned to Buddhism. Today, still exists a stupa
Ashoka built next to the Daya river, which is said to have turned red from all the blood and lives
lost in battle.

Famous Odia Painter and is also the father of actress Nandita Das
Iron Ore and Bauxite
Cashews and Jute
One form of Odissi — Pt Kelucharan Mohapatra trained as a gotipua dancer in his youth.

A WwWN

1910 Fulton St.
Apt 6
San Francisco, CA 94117
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ODIA MATTERS: A CONVERSATION
REJOINDER

Suchitra G. Das

Identity is irrevocably intertwined with culture. Knowing one’s
culture means having an identity.

Having an identity ensures preservation. This seems simple

enough, or so | thought. Not so for the Odia community. Identity is a very complex issue in this context.
There are no cut and dried answers to the problem of an Odia identity. It goes deeper than just the
issues of knowing, or not knowing what Odia culture is. It’s become an epidemic of denial and ignorance,
where even after 77 years of political presence and linguistic recognition; Odias continue to live in
anonymity. | don’t claim to have answers, but my assumptions are based on what | have experienced as
an Odia. Maybe the only ones who can give answers are those generations of parents who let their
identity disappear. Ms. Prachi Mishra’s “A Conversation Starter” made an interesting read. It really felt
good to know someone in the younger generation cared and that like-minded people still exist. | applaud
her boldness. She clearly has a bone to pick with those who came to the U.S. and should have set the
tone for inculcating a sense of Odia pride in their children. Though parents play a pivotal role in ensuring
traditions continue, there is no guarantee that they will unless the environment is conducive for
continuity. What is of greater importance is having a cultural identity, with or without the trappings of
tradition. If | am writing this, it’s because my parents have done something right when they were raising
me out of Odisha. It’s because Odia matters.

Each generation of Odias who came to the U.S. from the 1960s carried with them a way of life and
memories they grew up with. They held fast to some traditions and let go others, hoping their children
will do the same. A lot of changes took place on the superficial level, but one thing never really changed:
attitude. An attitude towards one’s own culture and fellow Odias that leaves me, a 2™ generation
expatriate perplexed. Anywhere Odias go whether it’s within India, or other parts of the world, the
attitude is always the same. | always thought Odias in the U.S. were above this behavior given that
freedom of expression is the law here. But it seems | am wrong. No matter where, it’s as if there is a
silent consensus and an unsaid agreement within the community to efface oneself as much as possible.
Today, even though large numbers of Odias have started moving out of Odisha, they still remain obscure
because they prefer to assimilate rather than stand out as a culturally distinct community. Or rather,
protect themselves from being regarded as ‘strangers’. Is it a wonder then, Odias have no visibility,
nationally or globally?

There is just one contention: Our parents’ generation was raised in a traditional Odia culture. So they
have first-hand experience of what growing up Odia is. If knowing our own culture will make us proud of
being who we are and help prevent our culture from dying, then people born and raised in Odisha
should be the proudest people and thereby, have a solid identity. Those remaining in Odisha live and
breathe their culture, so for them it is more of taking everything for granted. In spite of their traditional
upbringing, they chose to ape some other culture and tradition. But expatriate Odias fail miserably
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because, they are the ones who abandon, or conceal their identities as soon as they move out of Odisha.
Why do Odia people not own up to their identity and become the ambassadors of their own culture? If
people born and raised in Odisha don’t feel the pride, then who will? These questions beg answers.
What about people like me who have neither grown up in Odisha nor in the U.S., but in different places
of the world and have been exposed to different cultures? The only point of connection to my roots is
my parents. Perhaps, belonging to a particular caste or community, or village are other connections.
There are no concrete answers. | guess those who go through such experiences have to deal with it in
their own way. |, too, have arrived at a solution that best suits my situation. Though it may sound
peculiar, being thoroughly grounded in Odia culture is desirable, but not really necessary. Preserving
one’s culture should not become a burden. Even if there is one point of connection to our heritage and
culture, we will meander through paths to reconnect, and feel proud of what and who we are. | have
come to the conclusion that, living as far removed as we are from our culture, if we even acknowledge
our origins, we will succeed in preserving and prolonging our culture and traditions. How each family
does it is entirely their choice and prerogative. Our children
will understand and emulate. Have we come to a point,
where Odia people are completely disconnected? Honestly, |
don’t think so. | am proof of that and so are my children, and
the many others who think and feel in a similar way. | take
hope from my experiences growing up Odia outside Odisha.

Even if there is one point of
connection to our heritage and

culture, we will meander
| would like to say few words in defense of writing in English
and reassure Ms. Mishra. There is nothing wrong in writing

through paths to reconnect,

about Odia issues in English. If this is how we can reach a
wider audience, why not? Expressing oneself just becomes
easier and more forceful if one communicates in a language
one is most comfortable in. Maybe this will not sit well with
many Odia speaking people, because | am talking about
loyalty towards Odia culture yet not using the language to
do so, but | hate to sound like a hypocrite. | am very
comfortable with English. There are many people like me

and feel proud of what and
who we are. | have come to the
conclusion that, living as far
removed as we are from our
culture, if we even

acknowledge our origins, we

will succeed in preserving and

who are brought up outside of Odisha, and the lingua franca
of people in a similar situation demands that we converse in
a language that is comprehendible to most. In this case we
all know that English is, whether we like it not. Speaking and
writing in another tongue does not come in the way of one’s
loyalty towards one’s own language.

prolonging our culture and
traditions.

My understanding is that Ms. Mishra is referring in general to Odias living in the U.S. Their attitude
sounds all too familiar. But | am referring to a pan-Odia diaspora. It has been a long but simmering
guestion in my mind as well. What’s there not to be proud of, and identify with your own community?
When | look at Odisha, its culture and traditions, there is hardly a culture that can rival ours. Every aspect
of Odia culture be it art, architecture, literature, music, dance, commercial and military achievements,
maritime activities, folk and tribal art, textiles and jewelry, are examples of cultural excellence. The
cuisine of Odisha dates back thousands of years, and has a tradition of cooking that has remained
unbroken for the past 2000 years. The entire eastern region in India has been heavily influenced by the
cuisine of the Puri Temple. So, why the hesitancy? Is it because there is too much pettiness and jealousy,
or rivalry among members of a family and society that leaves people with a distaste for their own kind,
or the hardships of eking out a living is so high that all else is left by the wayside? Is our culture so
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tarnished that no one should know? | have lived in other parts of India, and believe me, negative
behavior is very much a part and parcel of other communities as well. Going by this argument, there are
ills in the Indian society so repugnant that one should abandon the Indian identity altogether. Are there
not equally, or more disgusting indulgences in today’s world? The list is endless when it comes to
negative human behavior. This also applies to many societies in the world. So this rules out as being a
reason to avoid identifying as Odias. | have met some of the kindest and most generous hearted Odia
people in my lifetime, and nothing is going to make me think there is a lack of goodness in our
community. Post-colonial mentality still exists till date in many ways. The British have long gone, but
pretensions to aristocracy and class discrimination goes hand in hand with caste-ism. | think elders of a
family most probably feel a sense of pride when their children can rattle off in English when they
couldn’t. It elevates their status in front of all and sundry. In a society where, being wealthy and
educated is the privilege of a few, being able to speak in English is something to crow about. Trying to
project oneself as being above the mundane populace by having one’s children speaking and behaving as
un-Odia as possible is a feather in the cap for many. But at the same time, holding on to certain age-old
traditions is important because it defines who you are, what family you come from, what caste or
community you belong to, etc. The toll it takes living such a hypocritical life leads to confusion and
alienation. What comes in the way of a truly united Odia front is the ability/inability to speak English, the
chasm between the well off and the not—so, and caste barriers, which define social behavior.

This gives pause for thought, and a lot of soul searching to find answers. After reading up the history of
Odisha and having discussions with my parents and elders, | got a better insight into Odia behavior. |
strongly feel much of the attitude and state of the Odia psyche lies in its history. They suffer from what |
feel is a collective conscious of a perceived sense of inferiority. The repercussions of Odisha’s turbulent
past are felt even today especially in terms of having an
identity. The last four hundred years have been especially
trying for the Odia people. Looking at the political history of
Odisha, it doesn’t come too much as a surprise. With the
advent of Mughal and Maratha rule from the 16™ century,
there commenced major disruption of lives. Dismembered the Odia language on the

during the colonial rule, its people were torn between two linguistic map of India, it hardly
political power houses: the Bengal Presidency and the
Madras Presidency. The land was divided and its people,

Although it firmly established

did anything to change the

scattered. Politically, Odias didn’t have a center. And when deep rooted feeling of
there is an absence of a center, things fall apart. As a embarrassment of being an
community Odias were linguistically over-ridden and Odia

culturally ignored, with fatal consequences. The legacy of
being perceived as an inferior community continues to
persist in the minds of the people because the regional
administrations did what the British did to the Indian people: (1) divide and rule, (2) denigrate your own
culture in favor of a so called higher and sophisticated culture. In spite of being a former political giant,
an economic success story, and a cultural power house themselves, Odias learned to hate themselves
and who they are. Our food was unsophisticated, our habits and customs were backward, and our
language a poor imitation of Bengali. The movement underway in the early 20th century to wipe out
Odia language by the intelligentsia of the erstwhile Bengal Presidency and the subsequent backlash is a
watershed moment in the history of Odisha. Although it firmly established the Odia language on the
linguistic map of India, it hardly did anything to change the deep rooted feeling of embarrassment of
being an Odia. Even now, | find that Odia people are more willing to speak and identify with Bengalis
rather their own. It has come to a point where we are taken for granted, identified rather as an extension

Utkarsa December 2013 Contents Page | 23



Q-&ﬂ—

of the Bengali community. Sometime ago, my sister wrote an article entitled, “Shri Jagannath
Anubhuti”(Dharitri 9th August 2011, BBSR), about her experience in the Puri temple. She found it
disconcerting that the pandas spoke in Bengali and couldn’t understand why. | too had a similar
experience in the temple and in the Bada Daanda market place.

Another reason is the grinding poverty of the region that only supplemented to this feeling of inferiority.
Natural calamities and the apathy of successive rulers in the 18™ 19" and 20™ centuries, towards its
development had left the land in tatters. The poverty of Odisha is not only intolerable but unacceptable.
For people forced to leave their homes in search of a livelihood, it is also heartbreaking. So by removing
themselves physically from a state of poverty, they also distance themselves from unceasing despair.
There by, disassociating from a culture that gave nothing but pain.

All actions of reprobation, intentional, or otherwise most probably stem from these circumstances.

Another thing | have noticed is the Odia’s morbid fear of the question, “Where are you from?” Or like
Ms. Mishra has mentioned “what kind of brown are you?” There is much hesitation to answer this
guestion. | never quite understood why it was so, until | met other Odias who told me about their own
experiences. Most of them complain of another Odia’s eagerness to avoid rather than commune with a
fellow Odia outside Odisha. The Odia brain goes into an overdrive trying to give an answer. Yes, | have
actually heard Odias make these statements:

“What if they don’t know, and say, never heard of it, no idea...” or
“I think it is safer to hide my identity then they will not treat me like a stranger...” or
“If I say my culture is similar to so and so culture, | will be accepted...”

There are 7.3 billion people in this world; not every tribe, community or nationality is known, but they
exist. | won’t know anything about my neighbors until | get to know them, or they tell. Doesn’t mean
they don’t exist. It’s precisely because people don’t know that they ask. Our job is to tell them. Believe it
or not, they listen. Is the embarrassment because you don’t know your own culture, or you didn’t care to
know when your parents were trying so hard to teach you Odia customs and traditions? This is the
perfect cue to dig up and find out about one’s heritage. Trust me; the thrill of rediscovering your own
roots is an amazing adventure. Let us not assume the worst of ourselves, let us not assume people
expect us to be only from particularly well known communities. What do we stand to lose? When we
talk about ourselves, we will be letting the people know we exist. Over time, we will be known. It’s
better late than never. It is time to face your own identity. | have a circle of non-Odia friends; when | talk
about Odisha and its culture, they listen. And they are amazed. Like W.B. Yeats elucidates in his famous
poem about the return of Christ, Odias will have a “Second Coming”.

With reference to a statement by Ms. Mishra about the perception among Odia youth that Odia culture
is “not cool”. | get it. | was in your youthful shoes not so long ago, but I'd like to ask the Odia youth, what
and how much do they know about their own culture to be judge, jury and executioner. The fabric that
makes up the Odia culture and heritage is woven over a period of more than three thousand years. The
warp and weft of each thread has been tested time and time again as Odisha went through triumphs and
tragedies, glories and calamities. That is why, like a punching sand-bag, in spite of being ignored,
abandoned, repudiated, knocked down and trampled upon; it comes right back up. Odisha is a survival
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story. And that for me is very “cool”! It doesn’t have the glamor and glitz surrounding it to make it pop
and appeal to a younger generation. But then, cool is a relative term subject to change as fast as one
blinks an eye. Think about it: “Cool” is what appeals to all that gives instant gratification. What you find
“cool” today will be “so uncool” and “so yesterday” the next instant. But if you really care to find out
what is “cool” about Odia culture, you will find it in the excellence of its art and architecture, science and
engineering behind the construction of temples, Pathani Samanta, textiles and handicrafts, the beauty
and sensuousness of Odissi and the robust movements of Mayurbhanj Chhau, navigation and trade, the
science of ancient cooking methods, the palm leaf manuscripts and much more. Odia culture is beyond
“cool”, it is fascinating. If you try, even if it is out of curiosity, you will know more about Odisha and its
treasures than you can imagine. If you care to find out you will be in the know. Don’t write Odisha off;
you will be surprised. Read Imaging Odisha. Pick up any book on tourism in Odisha. Learn the art of
Saora painting and patta chitra. Write a science report/project on ancient cooking methods of the Puri
Temple, or the biggest tiger reserve in Asia at Nandan Kanan Zoo where Project Tiger was the most
successful and present it in school. In 2008, there were 44 tigers at the reserve. Out of that, 4 were white
tigers (I actually counted them all when | went there in 2008). A visit to the Chilika Lake rewards one with
a glimpse of hundreds of Irrawady dolphins and thousands of tiny scarlet crabs carpeting the shores.
Who says you can’t be cool and Odia at the same time? Try fusing daskathia to the beat of western
music. Recycle old—fashioned Odia into ethnic chic. You too can be a “cool” and trendy Odia in a silk
Sambalpuri prom dress and tarakasi jewelry. Transform boring store-bought kurtis and kurtas into hip
tops and tunics, and pair them with jeggings or designer jeans and a katki or bomkai scarf. Recycle old or
discarded pipli chandwas into satchels, cute vests and jackets and wear them over skirts or bermudas.
Turn small dhokra metal-work pieces into pendants, bracelets and earrings. Make a statement! Think it is
outrageous; fashion is outrageous. If you can pull it off, it becomes a craze and that’s “cool” for you! The
possibilities are endless. What matters is how you present yourself as to who you are: your ethnic and
cultural identity is what contributes to your self-identity.

I”

Then what is the Odia identity--knowing the language,
practicing traditions and customs? Is it absolutely necessary

to know our culture and language in order to be proud of Then what is the Odia identity--

ourselves? If this is the case then, native Odias are the knowing the language,
biggest offenders. They not only disregard the culture and practicing traditions and
traditions they are born into, but also forsake it when they .

leave Odisha. What if we don’t do a few, or more of these customs? Is it absolutely
community identifying actions, does it mean we are not necessary to know our culture
Odias? For Non-Resident-Odias, the culture one encounters and language in order to be

on a daily basis is that of the host community. One’s mother
tongue is spoken only at home. Our NRO parents may have
enforced Odia traditions at home, but children also pick up case then, native Odias are the
on the host culture, thereby losing a genuine Odia biggest offenders.

sensibility. Probably, we have stopped thinking in Odia
because English, Hindi or some other language has replaced
Odia, at least in our minds. We don’t follow many of the customs, maybe because we don’t have the
time or inclination; does it mean we are slowly becoming less of an Odia? | don’t think so. | personally
feel if you accept who you are, irrespective of what and how many traditions or customs you follow, you
are still an Odia. | have noticed most Odias struggling with an identity crisis have two separate identities:
one that they project to the world outside (read non-Odia, pan-Indian, or Indo—American) and the other
that they practice in their homes, or with our own kind. There has to be a merging of these two separate
identities in order to feel a sense of pride and loyalty towards one’s own culture and community. It

proud of ourselves? If this is the
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st 2" or 3 generations of NROs.

doesn’t matter if one belongs to the 1
In my opinion, we can succeed in making a “footprint” only if we take the first step to acknowledge
ourselves as an Odia with roots in Odisha, even if we don’t know the language properly, or are not
acquainted with our culture first hand. We can’t pretend to be someone we are not. We may try to hide
our identity from others; can we hide our identity from ourselves? In fact, in a country like the U.S,,
belonging to different ethnic communities and talking about it, is encouraged. Why not take advantage
of this generous situation and talk about your roots and build an identity? On the flip side, we can cry
ourselves blue in the face and deny our identity, but the truth is, will the community you are trying to so
desperately to identify with, accept you as their own? We all know that covert racism is practiced in this
country as well. Secondly, Odias have to get out of their comfort zones, if they want people to know who
they are. Our parents have always pushed us to go on the beaten path; rarely encouraged to pursue
dreams that aren’t necessarily becoming a doctor, an engineer, an academician/educationist, or
government employees. So the result is that we hardly have any compelling public figures. Sports,
entertainment and mass-media are the biggest platforms for public recognition. How many Odias have
made it to these platforms--Nandita Das, Sona Mohapatra, Sniti Mishra, Bibhu Mohapatra, anyone else?

The world is changing, and changing at a dizzying pace. Old
customs and ways of life are being challenged at every step
of the way. What we actually have to do is teach true values,
and what makes things meaningful within the context of our Culture is more meaningful for
culture. Culture is more meaningful for children when it is
related to everyday life. Every culture has its own unique
way of doing so. So do Odias-—-in the form of personal everyday life. Every culture has
experiences, stories, festivals and ceremonies. Our its own unique way of doing so.
grandparents and parents have narrated things that are

good and bad for us and given us pointers to make good : :
choices. personal experiences, stories,

children when it is related to

So do Odias--in the form of

festivals and ceremonies.

We also have to reinvent ourselves with the times like the
rest of the world does. This is the new reality. Visibility and
voice are the key words here. And these are the two things Odias don’t do. We just don’t make a noise.
How many people know that Chaitanya Mahaprabhu is an Odia? Or Adikavi Sarala Das of the 15"
century was the first poet in India to trans-create the Mahabharata into Odia language? Or Pathani
Samanta is a mathematician and astrologer par excellence, or that Subhas Chandra Bose was born and
brought up in Cuttack? It’s not because we don’t know (come on people, we are brought up in Odia
households), it’s just that most don’t care. It’s because of this silence our heritage is slowly, but surely
being appropriated. Starting from our cuisine (! don’t even get me started on this issue!) to customs, we
are losing everything! Have you forgotten the Kavi Jayadev issue? The need of the moment is to help
each other gain that visibility and find that lost voice. | feel, in today’s world television and social media
are the best means to help build a new identity for the Odias.

Another thing that struck me was that we, NROs may have a story to tell about our connection to our
language and culture. | am sure most have essayed a labyrinthine journey to be where they are now. And
in the process of our struggles and triumphs, somewhere along the line, we have lost touch with our
roots. Perhaps, keeping pace with the challenges of migrating to a new country, managing to survive
without a family support system, juggling family and occupation , adjusting to a new culture and
redefining oneself in terms of the contemporary techno speed has taken a toll of what is meaningful.
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I, too have a story to tell. The trajectory of my journey to being and acknowledging my Odia-ness is
fraught with irony and complacency. It is a story where | travelled the internal roads to rediscover my
rich heritage. Growing up, identity wasn’t really a concern; | am born and brought up in an Odia family.
That makes me an Odia. Where’s the doubt in that? When asked where I’'m from, my answer would
always be—Odisha. | didn’t think twice about it. But later on, what really bothered me, surprisingly not
here, but in India where | grew up, was why nobody knew anything about Odias, Odisha and its culture. |
agonized over this. Surely everyone does social studies, and Odisha is a politically and geographically
locatable state. | mean, | know where Meghalaya is, how come anyone hardly knows Odisha? | would be
insistently identified with being anyone but Odia, even though | would be very vocal about my identity.
It’s kind of ironical when | am told | am not a “pure” Odia because | don’t know Bengali. This sounded so
ridiculous to me. And | wondered why. These are some of the things that drove me to question and
study the social, cultural and political history of Odisha. This is
what made me delve deeper into my heritage.

My father came to the U.S. in the late 1960s to do his post Odia customs and traditions
graduate studies, and we followed a few years later. While learning were alpart of growing Up, and
English, | also continued to imbibe my language and customs ¢
because of my parents. After some years we went back when my taken for granted. They were
father got a job offer in India. We relocated to another part of there. So what? | was a

India where the process of learning yet another language became
mandatory and any access to Odia language and culture outside
home was impossible. Again, it was my parents who continued to
carry on with our traditions at home. So | grew up speaking our didn’t mean much. But oddly
language, celebrating some of our festivals, and eating authentic
Odia foods, but | didn't learn to read and write Odia in spite of my
mother bringing Barnabodha books from Odisha. | was reluctant
to learn because | was already learning two more Indian languages feeling of being Odia. My
and Sanskrit. | felt | possessed sufficient knowledge of Odia to get parents inculcated and imbibed
me by when | went to Odisha, or to converse with my relatives.
There wasn’t any feeling of love for the language. It was just a
mode of communication. The only time | felt the need was when | unbreakable pride in being
wanted to have written communication with my grandmother. This Odia.

need drove me to learn Odia, but it was left unfinished when she
passed away. Odia customs and traditions were a part of growing
up, and taken for granted. They were there. So what? | was a teenager then, and the significance of such
things didn’t mean much. But oddly enough, this lack of interest didn't take away from me a feeling of
being Odia. My parents inculcated and imbibed in my siblings and me an unbreakable pride in being
Odia. They did it in a way that was subtle and as a way of life for us as a family. My mother, in her own
quiet way was determined to make us understand our identity. She would speak only Odia and patiently
explain our customs and traditions. Some we accepted, others we vowed we would not as soon as we
became independent. But as time wore on, we found ourselves doing what our parents taught us,
following a similar path, though at times it would be a watered down version.

teenager then, and the
significance of such things

enough, this lack of interest

didn't take away from me a

in my siblings and me an

In spite of this kind of upbringing, something was still missing. It was like a food preparation that had all
the ingredients, but lacked one special ingredient to bring it all together. Every summer, or Deepawali
vacation we would go to Odisha during my teen years and young adulthood, | would feel tongue-tied
when talking to my relatives and acquaintances. | always felt, | didn't belong and it bothered me. |
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couldn't talk with the typical inflection in my voice, the typical thia-thaani, the typical behavior that sets
apart an Odia raised in Odisha and others. | felt like an outsider. | just couldn’t imbibe the Odia
sensibility. Later on | realized this feeling was natural and really didn’t matter so long one felt one had an
identity.

But all this weren’t an excuse for not learning Odia. | made a choice: when | was younger and now when
| am an adult. | came back to the U.S. at the turn of the century. | relearned my mother tongue because |
wanted to, and | chose the mediums dearest to my heart: art and literature. | wanted to connect to my
culture through these pathways. In the course of my forays into Indian literature, | discovered that |
didn’t know anything about the literature of Odisha. | have always been fascinated with art and
architecture, society and cultures of India, and the world, but | had bypassed Odia literature. And when |
did explore, it opened up a whole new world for me. Whatever my parents taught me as a youngster
came back in amazing clarity. | remember listening to the Bhikari Bal’s devotionals, stories my mother
read from Bhagabata Purana, Lakhmi Purana, the Daaddhaktaa Bhakti, and my father reciting slokas for
Ganesh puja, Saraswati puja, poems from the Panchsakhas, and talking about the unparalleled rhyming
and alliterative meters in the poems of Kavi Samrat Upendra Bhanja. On lazy summer evenings in Odisha,
| remember gathering every weekend with friends, neighbors and relatives to sing bhajans. These
experiences were stored in the shelves of my subconscious. Shelved. At least, until | started looking for a
topic to do research on. And so the Odia books that | had forgotten came out and took center stage on
my table. | retaught myself to read and write Odia. The more | read, the deeper my fascination grew.

But | took a different approach teaching my kids about Odia culture. | don’t live a traditional Odia way of
life and | don’t expect them to either, but | tell them stories of my growing up years which included my
visits to Mamu ghara and Saanta’s place, of going with my uncles and aunts to Bali Jatra, of watching
chaandi meddhas and baagha naachas, of eating guavas and raw mangoes straight off the trees, of
eating aunalaa(amla) and khattaa koli achaar, of spending time with my grandmother, of putting jhoti
during Sudasa brata and Manabasa Gurubaar osa, of decorating the tulasi chauhunra with muruja
during Kartika maasa and eating habisa dalma, of chasing monkeys off roof tops, of exploring ancestral
villages and old temples, of catching tiny shrimp with my bare hands after a flood, of participating in
festivals and ceremonies. These stories lead to discussions on social, religious, historical and
geographical insights into our culture. | reinforce traditions by doing whatever | can when we do very
selective Odia festivals at home (I don’t do festivals just for the sake of doing it, or because tradition
demands it; only festivals that includes them, which they can relate to). So they have learned more
about Odisha in this way alone. | tell them that there are always two sides to a coin and acceptance of
both sides is what life is all about. What matters is that they are taught to choose the right path.
Yudhisthira was the epitome of Truth, but his weakness for gambling destroyed his family. Duryodhana
was pure evil, but he was a true friend to Karna. If there is a wealth of culture and traditions, then there
is also small-mindedness and gut-wrenching poverty in Odisha. | have come to a point with them where
they want to know more about Odisha and go there whenever possible. In short, they want to know
more about their roots and because they feel a sense of belonging and that they also have a distinct
identity. This, for me is huge victory. | am now in the process of teaching them how to read and write in
Odia. | can proudly say, even though | didn’t grow up in Odisha, | took the knowledge imparted to me in
my formative years and brought it to fruition even though it took me a while to do so. Do | know every
single Odia custom and tradition, the answer is NO, but | make it a point to find out and do it if
necessary. Do | cook Odia food every single day, the answer is again NO, but | can whip up an authentic
Odia meal--savory, sweet and everything in between, anytime. My point here is just because you didn’t
learn Odia language, cuisine and traditions earlier doesn’t mean you can’t do it now. The least you can
do is try. To parents living here, ALWAYS talk about your culture and heritage to your children. This way,
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even if it feels like they’re not listening, they will grow up with a sense of belonging somewhere, that
they too have a place they can relate to, and not be confused.

Old traditions continue with the addition of new ones and merge. This is what keeps a culture on the
roll. For Odias, this process has continued through the years for the past 3000+ years. Are we still
practicing customs that are thousands of years old? Most likely not, or maybe improvised versions. Like |
mentioned in reply to a Cal netter’s lament about the slow erosion of Odia culture in response to the
news that Odia is going to be considered a classical language: | quote myself, “I guess nothing can stop
the winds of change, be it something as superficial as preferring fast food over healthy Odia food, or
ignoring your own culture because it seems 'maphsalia’. Fast food has become a boon and bane of the
'insta’ generation... Think of it as the common cold; it will run its course before it's done...”

Let the sacrifices of people like Utkalamani Gopabandhu Das, Maharaja Krushna Chandra Gajapati,
Pandit Nilakantha Das, Madhusudan Das, Fakir Mohan Senapati, Gangadhar Meher, Radhanath
Ray, Bhubanananda Das, Basudeba Sudhaladeba, A. P. Patro, and public supporters, who have done so
much to build an Odia identity, not go in vain. Let us support people like Prasanna Kumar Dash (Editor of
Imaging Odisha), and the researchers who are currently proving Odia a classical language by spreading
our culture. | strongly feel we have to take another look at our rich cultural heritage, take a good long
hard look at ourselves, and redefine ourselves as a community. Our culture is second to none, and
neither is it an imitation or offshoot of another culture. Once all Odias accept this, they will have an
identity they can be proud of. This is the only way we can let the world know that we are as culturally
distinct as any other community in the world.

Why do | care? My identity matters. Odia and Odisha matters. My parents told me, “No matter how far
you go, always remember who you are.” This is a legacy | have passed on to my children. | do whatever
| can to preserve my culture and tradition because | am proud of who | am and what community |
belong to. | am confident our culture will endure because there are people like me who care. Ask
yourselves this question: Would Odia culture have existed for more than three millennia if there wasn't
anything deep or profound about it? Its people have silently endured and continued to go about their
lives in spite of countless political and personal tragedies, and have managed to keep alive art, customs
and traditions. Surely, this kind of resilience says something about the people who care and keep our
culture alive for so long.

On the other hand, | can only feel sorry for those Odias who, in their ignorance, don’t realize what a
rich cultural tradition they come from, and what a profound heritage they are letting go off, because
they think they are inferior to everyone else.

Nothing is really lost; all that is needed is a realization and an acceptance of who you are.

Fremont, CA
Email:suchitramd@yahoo.com
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Talking point:
Odisha: her language and culture

Sri Gopal Mohanty

Bravo, Prachi Mishra for bringing this issue as a talking point. By
challenging the Odia expatriates for their tokenism in preserving culture
of Odisha, she as a young adult might have touched their raw nerves. Or "\ \
has she? She surmises: Are they in a denial mode? Prachi is pained but
not exasperated, rather has shown signs of confidence and hope and .
proposed concrete suggestions to parents, kids and young adults

\

We do think about it and talk about it among ourselves, not to the extent Prachi probably would like to
see.

Let me tell my story. | moved to Delhi in 1951 and somehow was cozily sheltered in the Odia community.
Yet my outside world would question me: Where am | from? The answer ‘Orissa’ did not ring the bell.
Why, what was there from the State that would identify her? Perhaps Lord Jagannatha. In 1951 Republic
Day parade, Delhi Oriya Samaj — a socio-cultural organization — had a Ratha Jatra float. In Inter-University
Youth Festival at Talkatora Garden, Orissa team received first prize for their group song in 1954 and 1955.
Yes, the impact — hardly noticeable. But something happened at Talkatora Garden. Eminent Hungarian
indologist and art critic Charles Fabri saw a dance form from Orissa (today’s Odissi with least
sophistication) and was highly impressed by its pristine form and graceful beauty and recognized it to be
definitely distinct from other dance forms - a small step then to put today’s Odisha in a big picture.

At the capital city of India, | always felt awkward with a lack of identity. Of course | was an Indian and of
course | have a place of birth and | had my parents. But then — my Odisha/Odia like Gujju or Punjabi,
where is it? It was the same story when | came to NA. It became worse since | was now in real minority. |
was alone. My only Odia connection was the letter correspondence. After a long year when | started
speaking Odia, my tongue did not turn properly. My choice was: either | assimilate or go to hell. Then,
where are ‘tuhima utkala bhumi’, ‘pakhALa- sAga-badichura’ or ‘chitau- saruchakulLi-pithA’, ‘jAtrA-pAIA’
— the essential ingredients of my identity? | felt like an orphan. | was tormented like Prachi.

In 1960, | had a miraculous opportunity to attend Indrani Rahman’s dance recital in Montreal. She was
superb. To me, she ignited a light within me and brought back my identity as soon as she performed
Odissi with Odia music in the second half. Tears rolled down my cheeks. | could have hugged her
thousand times for this gift.

The light she passed on to me was an awakening call to think of promoting and propagating Odissi in NA.
That was a turning point in my life. Now | do not have to get assimilated nor do | have to go to hell.

Let me state a Gandhiji’s quote: | do not want my house to be walled in on all sides and my windows to

be stuffed. | want the cultures of all the lands to be blown about my house as freely as possible. But |
refuse to be blown off my feet by any.
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| believe expatriates from Odisha have similar sentiments in varying degrees. Otherwise with their small
number spread over the entire continent, their achievements which are by far extremely impressive in
their effort to preserve their culture would not have been possible in comparison with other linguistic
groups from India. In order to appreciate their aspiration and contribution, one may read Socio-Cultural
Activities of Indians in the book, “My Life and Experience in America, the Land of Milk and Honey:
Memoirs of Forty Years” by Krushna Mohan Das, a founding member of OSANY (today OSA NY/NJ
Chapter).

Yet | feel Prachi’s point of view on tokenism. To make some sense about it is to realize Odisha’s socio-
economic history. Odisha has been very poor and in fact if the State is ever known to outsiders it is so for
its abject poverty. Those intended to have an upward mobility have to move away to urban areas and
avoid their rural counterparts who are considered to be downtrodden and way below in social ladder.
Thus the rural people got stigmatized and denigrated. But paradoxically the real culture of Odisha has
been very carefully preserved and nurtured by those folks in the interior parts of the State. Thus stigma
for such cultural expressions has persisted all along until later when the identity realization became a
necessity by a large number of persons moving upwards for improving their self image and confidence. |
recall at a pakhALa party at our place in 1971, a few asked us to supply spoons to them. It is changing
though.

1HicrIc airc 1norc iaimnnicoy Luudy wino

We can not be like Gujjus, Punjabis or Bangalis. They
started earlier in time and their history is different. We Sp€ak Udia at home and whose
are moving upward in reducing the degree of tokenism.
At least that is my experience. There are more families
today who speak Odia at home and whose children are keep in touch with Odisha. So you see
good in speaking. They keep in touch with Odisha. So
you see their own observations in writings and on
stage.

crnnarcen dre gO0U I spediiiig. 11cy

LHcily Owi ORSCETrvdLiIOrnS 1IN Writinigs

diid Ofl Stagkt.

Let’s be persistent.

| am not condescending. Prachi’s concern and suggestions are well taken. She may think of forming a
network of young adults. She may be helped by Chapters. This group may collect data on several
parameters indicating the nature of promotion and propagation, such as what language is used among
the family members (of course both partners have to be Odia), how many Odia activities do they attend
etc.

OSA and its Chapters may be proactive in creating programmes even in a pool party or at any other
gathering to follow Prachi’s suggestions: Let’s learn on Odisha.

There is a projection on survival of languages in the evolutionary process. The prediction is Odia will
disappear. | am not so sure. Odia is older than many other Indian languages (PrAchina bhASA). It has
survived so long and who knows what’s next.

Emeritus Professor

Department of Mathematics and Statistics
McMaster University

Hamilton, Ontario, Canada
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Swami Vivekananda Library — Empowering
Rural Education

Prabhu Prasad Sahoo

During my last visit to my home town Puri, | also paid a visit to my friend’s
village in Beleswarapatana. His name is Pramod Kumar Biswal and a very good childhood friend of mine.
Seeing him after long time my happiness knew no bound. His village is situated 10 km away from Puri on
the marine drive to Konark. The beauty of this village cannot be explained until someone sees it. On the
bank of the river NuaNai the village is also having a deer sanctuary opposite to it. Being at such a scenic
location the village attracts lot of tourists every year. So obviously you can imagine the bread and butter
of this village is tourism along with farming and business. So from the early age, the children here are
guided to choose among one of these professions. Then Pramod took me to the community center
which is at the heart of the village where the youths were busy in playing cards that time and elder
people were busy in discussing on several issues in the village. Since | knew quite a number of elders
there, | went to convey my respect. It was probably Lord Jagannath’s wish to create this coincidence the
elder people were discussing on those youths who were busy in wasting their time in playing cards and
not bothering about their futures.

“Want of sympathy and lack
of energy are at the root of
all misery, and you must
therefore give these two up™

There are a lot of students who choose not to pursue their education beyond high school. Whoever is
going to college, they just do it to have a certificate. And some more students who wants to do the job in
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private or public sector, they do not know how to prepare and eventually end up with low profile jobs
even though they have the talent.

This was enough for me and Pramod to take the decision to open a library. And coincidentally Pramod is
well educated in this area. After achieving his Graduation in Economics, he obtained his Masters in
Library Science. He is also having ten years of experience in working as a librarian in several
organisations. With the support from some intellectual people and enthusiastic volunteers we opened
this library on 29" September 2013 in Ramakrishna Ashram at Beleswarpatana. Please check out our
inauguration video in the youtube link https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=y1sCZxn tl1l .Being at such a

strategic location , the library is now successful in attracting students from ten nearby villages which also
covers 15 schools and 3 colleges. The library is well equipped with electricity, water, bookshelves and
study tables.

The library is also offering free reading room facility which is now being occupied by 20 readers in the
morning session and 35 readers in the afternoon session. This has a huge collection of books (numbering
563) from different sections such as Text book, Dictionary, Novel and Short Story, Children, Philosophy,
Science and Technology etc. Its periodical section includes 3 Oriya papers (Samaj, Dharitri, Sambad),
Times of India, Odia Nijukti Khabar, Employment News, monthly magazines like Katha, Sucharita ,
Paurusha, Niyati , Janhamamu, Sishu Raija and 10 others.
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Library is also providing good amount of magazines and books to support the readers who are preparing
for the competitive examinations. This section includes Junior Science Refresher, Competition Success
Review, Wisdom, Reader Digest and examination guides for Railway, Income-tax, Sub-Inspector, Postal,
Lower Division Clerk and Upper Division Clerks etc.

But this is not the end of the road for this library; we are also planning to take it beyond by introducing
activities such as Basic Computer Education, Spoken English, Career Guidance and Story Telling. Where
others will be held in Library, the story telling is decided to be held at a designated place in the middle of
the village where mothers can easily attend with their kids (4yr-5yr). This is mainly focus on character
building activities.

We have chosen many communication media to broadcast about daily activities in library. This includes
distributing leaflets through local newspapers, advertising in newspaper, local cable television, sign
boards and internet. You may find the details about our library by visiting us at www.aamalibrary.org and
also you can follow us in the Facebook.
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With the support from several well educated personality from nearby villages and a pool of volunteers
(5girls and 3 boys), we are now happily managing the library under the direct supervision of Pramod
Kumar Biswal.

We are hoping to have this facility in other parts of our state Odisha and we will extend our help by
sharing our knowledge and expertise. By the grace of Lord Jagannath and valuable suggestions from you,
we are hoping to make our service better.

42 Oakland Ave, Apt 5
Methuen, MA 01844
Email : prabhu86@yahoo.com
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Let’s Learn Odia: The Journey Continues
Kuku Das

“I do not want my house to be walled in on all sides and my windows to be stuffed. I
want the culture of all the lands to be blown about my house as freely as possible. But I
refuse to be blown off my feet by any.” -Mahatma Gandhi

Many times my friends have asked me about the benefits of kids learning Odia
as their mother, or, in some case father tongue. They have argued that there is
no need to confuse a child with too many languages as they are not going to
use it in this country any way. Some of them also brought some logic with their
thoughts such as learning Chinese or Spanish or Japanese is more beneficiary
because the kids might use it here or have to go there for jobs in the future. If
you are living in California, then learning Spanish will be more obvious! So why
go through the hassle of learning another language? Again, I’'ve tons of respect for my friends’opinions.
They have the rights to entrust their belief on their children. The only belief | have is that, one fine day
they will wake up and understand the value of knowing your own culture, hence your own language.
Somewhere I've heard that you can change everything that you have but you can’t change your parents.
| have applied the same concept when it comes to my mother tongue. | always feel that it is worth to
promote and propagate our beautiful language and culture and pass it to our next generation to let them
know their root and identity.

“Chala Ame Odia Sikhiba” is a program which runs very successfully in the Bay Area, California since the
year 2000. | was very excited when OSA established a similar project “Let’s Learn Odia” in the year 2010
and | got the privilege to lead this program. While running for the OSA Vice President (2011-2013), |
enthusiastically kept propagating Odia for our next generation as a priority in my vision. My goal was to
start the program at each chapter level. Soon | realized it’ll take many steps to reach that goal. But with
keeping all my dreams intact, | brought a proposal to BOG to start an Odia speech/debate competition at
chapter level during the local events. It was well approved by the BOG members and at the end,
everybody came to a conclusion there is no harm in trying. My considerate teammates also agreed to
release a nominal amount of $50.00 to each chapter/location to conduct this competition. | must thank
them for their continuous support and encouragement throughout to make these events possible. Many
chapter Presidents and volunteers had shown a great interest of conducting the competition during their
Ganesh Puja event. The responses were amazing. Following are few inspiring messages that | had
received after the competition at chapter level, which has made me even more determined about my
mission.

1.“We had wonderful Ganesh puja on19th. Everybody enjoyed the odia competition. It was interesting. |
have the Video. | gave $5 each to all participants. They all tried their best. It was so much fun.9 kids were

there. | spent $45 Thank you”.

2. “Odia speech contest was a great success today. Nine kids participated and they all tried to express
themselves all in odia...topic was “Mo Jeebanara Sarbasrestha Anubhuti”.

Everybody loved the concept. There were some grandparents from India... all of them were quite
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emotional when they told me how much they loved it.

On behalf of our chapter...my heartiest thanks to you for such a wonderful effort.

We will distribute the prize money and certificates during the Kumar Poornima celebration.

| will send detail information later... just could not wait to inform you all about your great effort.
As they all said.. WE NEED TO KEEP IT UP!”

3.”Here is the report of our Oriya Debate competition held on 22nd Sep '12:

The competition was concluded in great success. As | mentioned to you before, we had four participants.
Each participant was well prepared and deliberated very nicely.

Even though we judged each participant based on their vocabulary, confidence and fluency, we declared
each participant as a winner.

It was a very nice experience. I'll publish photos and video to spread this in our Oriya Community so we
will have more participants next year”.

4.“Nothing is impossible; especially when parents are determined, children are willing to cooperate and
community leaders are focused on achieving cultural heights in every attempt. This is what we
experienced on September 22", after OSA NY/NY Ganesh Puja celebration. 11 participants and audience
achieved remarkable success in holding first Odia Speech Contest after an elaborate worship of God of
Knowledge and Wisdom, Sri Ganesh”.

After receiving all these encouraging words, | must admit that my dream was flying high, my
spirit was up! With that | had requested my teammates and the BOG for their permission to
conduct the Champu Chhanda and Odissi competition also at the chapter level during Saraswati
Puja or during the similar major chapter event. The CCO is an initiative from Mrs. Lata Mishra
and has been successful during the convention. Now our goal was to bring this noble cause to
chapter level to make it more effective. In this process children get to learn and practice these
traditional songs way before the competition at convention. Both Odia speech contest and CCO
contest helps to build a good chapter/national relationship. These competitions become a bridge
to keep the relation between OSA National and the chapter members. And also, as OSA Regional
Drama Festival is playing a vital role in preserving our language/culture, recent addition of
children’s dram to it is an icing on the cake. It’s heartening to know that more and more children
are interested to participate in the drama which ultimately is a unique way of propagating our
language. Last but not least the Speech and vocabulary competition among the children at the
OSA convention 2013 at Chicago was big success.

Audiences were mesmerized by listening to the speeches given by kids born and brought up over
here. Their eloquence, use of Odia vocabulary was simply amazing and praise worthy. This noble
attempt was acknowledged by many attendees including the eminent Odia writer, the
Jnanapitha award winner Dr. Pratibha Ray. The awards were sponsored by Dr. Bhagabat and
Puspalakshmi Sahu. With OSA executives persistent effort now Dr. Sahu has generously agreed
to sponsor both CCO and Odia Speech/Vocabulary competition in the future OSA conventions.
During 2011-2013, initially, we were constrained because of funds. But with the provision in
constitution which frees up 25% of membership, with convention surpluses and other
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fundraisers, OSA national can help sustain programs such as Regional Drama Festival, CCO and
Odia Speech competition at chapter level. The recent upgrade of OSA sponsorship to the Drama
Festival group is a boost to the organizers. Hope similarly the OSA will continue conducting the
new tradition of chapter level speech and CCO competition during the Ganesh Puja/Saraswati
Puja or any major chapter events.

With all my heart, | would like to request all the dedicated parents and community leaders to devote few
minutes to help our children learn this beautiful language. They are the true torch bearer of our culture.
Let them know their cultural root and true identity. They will thank you one day and you will have a
sense of joy of the job well-done!

*Kuku Das has created the curriculum for a program called “Chala Aame Odia Sikhiba” and passionately
devotes her time to propagate Odia language and culture. She lives with her family in Santa Clara,
California. She is excited to learn about the 2014 convention theme “Odia Identity” or Odia Asmitaa” and
would like to dedicate this article to the upcoming OSA convention 2014 at Ohio and wish the organizers all
the best for a successful event. She could be reached at kukudas@hotmail.com
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How do | know the world?

Rohan Ray

The rich think of the world as a wonderful place with good citizens. The poor however think of the world
as a place of torture, or a land of misery. But how do you think of the world? Are you the rich? Are you
the poor? Or are you the average? There are many ways that | think of the world. | think of the world in
general as a place to learn, and a place that is still developing and getting better in some parts of the
world. I'm an average person, and | know the feelings of both the rich and the poor.

There are a couple ways | know the world. Some of the ways | think of the world are, as a place to learn
and a place that is still developing and growing in many ways. | think of the world as a place to learn
because people have been sent to earth for a reason. | also think that reason is to learn from your
mistakes in your past lives, and correct them in your current life. Another thing | think is that god and
your own souls have paired you up with people and challenges that you won’t be able to conquer with
your current abilities. Because of this you will have to learn more abilities to conquer your challenges. |
also think the world is growing and developing in many different ways. For example there are still many
countries on earth that are developing. This means that every day they are growing and getting a
stronger army, or economy. Even the living things on earth are growing and developing, such as animals
and plants which are still evolving today as they were many millions of years ago. These are some ways
how | know the world, and its purpose.

| conclude that people think of the world in different ways, some loving it, some hating it, and some
trying to change it to become perfect. However much you like it or hate it, you are on the earth for a
reason and your job is to find what that reason is, and complete it. Also, whether you are the rich or the
poor, there will always be happy or sad times in your life.

6™ Grade at Baker Middle School, Troy, MI

*k%
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The Haunted Car

Adeep Das

The world has many superstitions. Ghosts, Zombies, Vampires, and more. But, ghosts are one
superstition that is very true. | live in a town where plenty of Ghost stories go round. | know because |
saw one in the fall of 2012 and | have an interesting incident. During that day, my little brother and |
were playing catch with a football in the front yard. We even tried throwing over the shed.

Suddenly, | heard a weird noise; | looked around and was nothing. | thought it might have been the wind
and started walking past a car. | remembered seeing that car parked down the road from my friend’s
house.

But, this time | saw a man in the car; the man was not the owner and he looked very transparent. He
was right there, but | could see right through him. Also, the man looked like a train engineer. He had a
reddish- brown beard that was connected to his mustache and beard (which was also reddish brown).
He also had blue eyes. After we saw him we ran in the house crying that there is a ghost in that car,
there is a ghost in that car. We showed our mom but she couldn’t see it because it was going down a hill
at a very fast speed. We went to tell the owner, but he already knew and he was going after the car. One
hour later a tow truck, ambulances, and a couple of police cars arrived. | told all the police men that |
saw a ghost in the car, but nobody believed me. Everyone said that the brakes gave out, but | know that
is not what really happened. It is so stupid that everybody can come up with a reasonable answer, but
when | asked my dad to look at brakes, he said that they were perfectly fine. Nothing gave out. This told
me that something is going on in that car. A couple weeks later, | was watching TV; an unnamed car
came right through the wall and then left. | sat there, frozen for a few seconds, which felt a lot more
than a few seconds. Then | got up and started yelling “Dad, Mom, Dad...” | was nearly scared to death.
Now when | think about it, | feel like something happen to the car and somebody is trying to send a
message to me.

Then after few days | found that the car got sold, so | was thinking | will never see the spirit again. The
scary thing about this incident was that | know the truth and for some reason | am the only one always
seeing that man. | have a few things that happen to me, and these event may sound crazy but | assure

you it's true and that car is out there somewhere right now with that sprit.

Even if | go to different places, | always see incident happening. Weird right!

6" grade at Power Upper elementary School, Farmington Hills, MI
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MONDEI NATAK MAHOTSAV

A SMALL GLIMPSE ON SOUTH WESTERN PART OF ODISHA
Bibhu Mohanty

This is about the celebration of harvest festival along with drama competition in Mondei (Dist.
Nabarangpur, Odisha). Nabarangpur is situated in the South Western part of Odisha. It is bordering to
Bastar District of Chhattisgarh State. Its population is dominated by tribal communities like Bhatra,
Gond, Amanatya, Paraja and Kondhs. Along with those communities other categories of people
belonging to different religions also inhabit here. The District is rich in agriculture and Maize is cultivated
as the major cash crop. After harvesting of all crops, MONDEI festival is usually celebrated by the locales.
The term Mondei has been derived from the word Mondi which means small market.

Nabarangpur District administration celebrate every year its annual cultural program in the name of
MONDEI with much fanfare. It is the most popular programme of the District. The aim of Mondei is to
search all hidden talents of the district and provide them a platform to perform. Before the final
celebration of mondei, a series of competitions takes place in the field of art and culture. NATAK
MAHOTSAV, competition of short plays is one of them. Drama troupes from 10 Blocks and 2 urban local
bodies take part in the competition. Time slot for each participant is one hour. It's a week long program
and widely accepted by the audiences.

(In the third evening our Papadahandi block presented a drama “BAPA”)
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The District Administration of Nabarangpur has initiated an effort to promote this festival, and have
placed its identity on a State as well as a National Level. On the first week of November each year, a
festival is organized with association of Culture Department, Government of Odisha, at the District
Headquarters. Tribal dances from the interior belt of the Nabarangpur district are displayed to the

invitees from different parts of the nation. Also, cultural exchange takes place between the artists of
different regions.

R. K. Colony, Nabarangpur, Odisha

*k%k
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Food for Every Mood

Sanjna Pradhan

India

Political

India, also known as the Republic of India, may only be
one-third the size of the U.S.A., but it has the second-largest
population in the entire world. The country is very diverse with
many different languages and religions. Four of the Indian
cultures were founded in the country itself, Buddhism,
Hinduism, Jainism, and Sikhism. India is also known as a secular
state.

The Indian culture consists of many different
foods and treats. Being such a populated country there is
no specific food that can be narrowed down to the
national food. A few of the top foods are Samosas, Aloo
Paratha, Shahi Paneer, and Rasgulla. These are only a
few of the many.
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Social

There are many different holidays in India
that everyone celebrates with each other. With so
many holidays, it wouldn’t be possible to list them all,
so listed are a couple of the many. Diwali is a festival
celebrated mid-fall on the darkest day of that month.
Diwali being the festival of lights is meant to brighten
up the dark sky and rid of the evil and darkness in
everybody. In spring, Holi, also known as the festival
of color, is celebrated marking the first crop of the
year. Everyone sprays each other with colors enjoying
this joyous time of year.

As families and friends get together, they
enjoy many foods and dishes, according to where they
are from and share their happiness and sorrows as
they forget their worries. Most celebrations and
festivals consist of consuming sweets. Sweets are
always a must-have at any celebration.

Economic

Having so many mouths to feed, food is an
important aspect of India’s culture. With farming
being a large part of the economy, many citizens farm
on their own land. Some of the basic crops are wheat,
barley, maize, and mainly, rice. India is the top
producer of rice. In the part few years, India has only
been producing more and more rice and in the next
couple years is expected to grow a record-breaking
amount of rice.

Many individual ™ farmers will set  up
vegetable or fruit stands along the sides of the
street and sell it for their own money. Crops such
as tea, coffee, and rubber bring in a lot of revenue
for the country through exchange with foreign
countries.
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Religion and Philosophy

Cows are said to be a “sacred” animal in
India. Indians believe the cow is holy because they
provide us with so many materials we use, such as
dairy products. Many years ago, cows would be
given to brahmans, who were important people, as a
gift. So now it is believed that killing a cow is like
killing a brahman, which would be considered a sin.
So most people in India would not kill a cow to eat
its meat.

Depending on where in India someone is
from, they eat certain types of foods. Mostly people
from the north eat meat, but don’t eat pork, but
there are others who would eat pork as well. There
are also people from certain religions who believe it
isn’t religiously moral to consumes meats. All across
India, most people don’t eat meat.

India’s literature dates way back and all languages in
India are based off the oldest language of the
: country, Sanskrit. The country revolves around

many religious texts. The world’s longest poem is an
' Indian poem called, Mahabharata, meaning big
India. Dance is an important aspect of India’s
¢ culture. There are seven Indian classical dances,
| each originating from different states around the
country. As religion relates to what type of food you
' eat, so does language. There are several languages
and each languages comes from different states, just
like dances. There are many different dishes that
come from certain languages. But there are also
multiple dishes that are similar throughout the
entire country of India. These similarities and
differences are what brings this diverse country
together.

9th grade, International Academy-Central, Bloomfield Hills, Ml
*%%
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The Chicago Game

Shivank Nayak

Chicago is a city of buildings. Now, when one hears the word “city,” it’s usually assumed that the
city in question will, in fact, contain buildings, as well as roads, cars and other objects that make a city
something other than a large conglomeration of people. But Chicago is a city of buildings. It is a city
where streets are defined as places between buildings, where buildings reach for the sky like they’ve got
something to prove and where a newcomer feels an inexplicable sense of relief when they learn to
recognize the pattern of buildings that leads to the building they know as home. Yes, as a visitor to
Chicago, the first thing that struck me was the preponderance of buildings. All right, so I’d been looking
at an area located near an airport, which are not known for their picturesque rural landscapes, but as far
as first impressions go | think it wasn’t much more flawed than the next.

But | hadn’t come to Chicago to gawk at the buildings, or to see picturesque rural landscapes, or
to try the pizza (which is delicious). | had come to play a game. A sport, if you will, a competition of
knowledge. It was called Quizbowl, and to this day | feel it's great fun. Essentially, it boils down to
answering questions about history, science, literature, mythology, and current events, by pressing a
button on a buzzer in order to score points. Now, the reason | and my three teammates, (who you can
think of as C, A, R, with me as S- is it bad that I’'ve noticed we spell out both a Disney movie and a Disney
villain? Yes? Okay), ah, the reason my three teammates and | were in Chicago was that the National
Academic Quizbow!l Tournament for middle school was happening at the Hyatt Hotel. Now, we’d only
started Quizbowl a few months back, and so we had been to just a few competitions. They’d been fun,
but they hadn’t really prepared us for something of this scale. As we walked into the hotel, which had a
giant cylindrical elevator in the middle and what looked like a wedding party going down the escalator,
we stopped and stared at all the people in our
age group who were presumably here to
compete. Some of them had uniforms. We'd
always just worn our usual hoodies. We weren’t
prepared to deal with uniforms, and | felt a
sinking feeling that may or may not have been
due to the elevator | was in at the time. In any
case, we straightaway gulped down some liquid
courage (Sprite), and while the soda bubbles
still fizzed in our hearts, we set out to do battle
with the vast and arrayed host.

It began with a series of practices,
skirmishes between teams to get ready for the
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true test that was yet to come. We were confused and thrown off balance at first, because the format of
the games was unfamiliar; the questions shorter and games timed, rather than simply running to twenty
guestions. After muddling our way through a few matches, we began to get the hang of it. Our heart
rates rose, our ears keen to hear the questions, searching for clues that we knew to identify the answer.
This monarch? Now we knew what they were asking for. Russian-sounding names? Start listening for
familiar clues about notable czars. The question drew closer to the end and we strained to hear
something that would be conclusive, to pick the answer from the choices we could think of. And then,
when we heard that this ruler forced people to shave their beards, all buzzed at the famous eccentricity.
“Peter the Great!” the person with the best reflexes called, and rejoiced in the points and the bonus
questions the triumph had brought. With each correct answer the war cry of “Nice!” went up from my
teammates. So it went, and we allowed ourselves to get caught up in the games. Eventually, practice
was over, and we filed back up the escalators and through the elevators and into our rooms.

And then came the actual competition, and we got nervous all over again.

We knew, now, the way the questions would go. We knew how to play and what to say and we
felt the wish to win. But we had come a long, long way and there were so many people. Surely they’d be
too good. We couldn’t be sure we could beat the teams we had in practice; what if they’d been holding
back? Arguing ourselves into a panic, we exchanged encouragements and advice, entered the first
game, and braced ourselves. This would be the true contest, the biggest we’d ever participated in, our
one chance to really go up against teams from all around the country. We were, | believe, as ready as
could be expected, and we set out with the thought that at least winning one game would be nice. The
moderator looked up, the clock started, and the tournament began.

It was, fortunately, totally awesome. We went up against a range of people, some of which we,
let’s say easily crushed and some of which we “narrowly” lost to, clearly because of bad luck or
something equally excusable. Okay, we lost some and we won some. But every game was a burst of
adrenaline that was better than a slice of cake and Halloween candy, and as the games rolled by we
became more comfortable with the entire event. C dominated history like he’d witnessed the rise and
fall of countless countries, R took literature by storm, and A’s pretty much encyclopedic knowledge of
science came in great handy. | was myself fairly miscellaneous, though any myth question | pounced
upon and tore into like a bag of chips. In the end, we got third place, and we were both surprised and
happy, apologizing for our individual mistakes and congratulating each other on particularly good
buzzes. We headed out to the airport in a daze of joy and a kind of tired satisfaction. It was an important
experience for all of us. | would say that this event, in my life, has determined a hobby that has brought
me glee and knowledge, and even friendship. Chicago, indeed, is a city whose buildings are only the
surface of such happenings.

9" Grade Westview High School, 13500 Camino Del Sur. San Diego, CA 92129
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The Walls of Friendship

Parneeta Mahapatra

When friends argue,

The walls of their friendship break.
Things that should’ve been secret,
Spill out in the open like wildfire.
They go around person to person,
And cause them to turn backs.
The harm is done,

The friends are broken plates.

The words cannot be pulled back,
Never in time.

Peace cannot be made between them.
Trusting is now a fear.

But broken bones can be set,
And deep wounds can be healed.

Maybe an a few years,
They’ll meet and forgive,
They’ll see and forget,
They’ll carry on and live.

Grade 8
Chattanooga Schools for Liberal Arts
Chattanooga, TN
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Houston Ratha Jatra Systems — An
Experimental Observation

Raghu Dass

The first weekend of October brought a cool spell to Greater Houston this year. It was a breath of fresh
air agog with fall festivities in temples: an auspicious beginning of Sharad Navaratri, Mahalaya and
Durgapuja. Gandhiji’s birthday and a wait for Nobel Prize announcements from Sweden coincide with the
time. Odias are not far behind in Houston. This is a great time to be part of Annual Dasahara/Deepavali
Mela in Skeeter Stadium show-casing diversity to celebrate Ram’s return to Ayodhya. Odias are taking
major interest in Ram Lila this year. Dramatist Gopal is busy recruiting Asura characters from Odias to be
part of Ravana Sena including kids in Ram’s Banara Sena.

This time of the year, students across the country pick up their scientific testable questions in
elementary schools to middle schools to hone their STEM skills on scientific processes. President
Obama’s education initiative is to improve the science and math education in the US. The senators and
congressmen fail their duty to reach a solution to bury their differences. They prove to be ineffective due
to an ongoing federal Govt shutdown at Washington DC. But they do not want their students fail in
science and math. This discomfiture is itself a testable question on goal of democracy — a quantifiable
political dependent variable. Observations remain a great tool to our senses in our environment.

In physical sciences, we test and observe the results in a phenomenon. In spiritual world, the result is
not quantifiable as more than seven billion independent variables excluding other sentient beings have
their independent perceptions of the reality. There is a lack of a standard in spiritual domains unlike
physical instruments. Experience remains the tool to understand and experience spiritualism. The field
of spiritualism pervades our subconscious state of our beings and well connected with our experience
through senses. It may bring consciousness home in our devotion to Lord of Universe, a powerful
spiritual symbol with a global vision. He may have the unseen power to unite our subconscious minds to
glorify Him. We move and act like god particles during Ratha Jatra through His immeasurable force or
juggernaut.

This year my interest is in the original Houston Ratha being short-listed to show case Odia identity in the
Ram Lila parade. It has been a phenomenal journey to celebrate Lord Jagannatha’s best pastime, Ratha
Jatra in Houston. Every year Houstonians look forward to this vedic parampara with religious fervor far
away from Jagannath Puri. For me it is very special. | visit Ratha Jatras around the world including my
first US Ratha Jatra in Nashville in 1992 organized by an Odia initiative. Austin Rath Jatra kick-started
Houston Ratha Jatra. | remember working together with Odia culture enthusiasts. It was a defining
period in 2008 when Houstonians gathered together in the newly constructed India House venue to see
a piece of Odia Culture amidst the bejeweled eyes of budding Odissi dancers. In fact, first Houston Ratha
Jatra inaugurated 6-million dollar India House Facility. People came to know about the energetic Odias
for the first time marshalling the jatris with single-minded devotion to Lord of the Universe. All were
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united. It was a marvelous feat. Chakadola led Odisha Culture in Houston.

Every year new volunteers and groups become part of this glorious tradition. It was a great observation
to see temples were as eager as Houstonians to offer service during Ratha Jatra. Odias are passionate
about their culture to flourish in a foreign land. A few great Houstonians became integral part of the
annual festival. Every year they came eagerly to offer service forgetting their origin to be part of a
universal culture with global vision.
Houston Rath Jatra became a melting pot
of cultures. It has become very popular.
People want to glorify Him.

An Odia devotee envisioned Lord
Jagannatha in her innovative way. She
convinced her husband to construct a
Chardham temple to have place of
pilgrimage in one place for many. To their
surprise, another two Ratha Jatras added
to the original one comfortably. For me,
it is a great blessing to see Ratha Jatras
are observed on different days to get
Lord’s bounty of blessings and
popularizing Odia Culture. | knew that it
was not easy to pack Odias together
during the formative years. Now | see
Odias are charged up with good spirit
and devotion with tan-man-dhan to
contribute to this great cause. Now-a-
days, | enjoy observing the evolution of
body, mind and spirit in this unique
community development endeavor.

Youth add to the energy and our kids are
having their fair share of cultural
exposure. Odias are not holed up in their
cocoon any longer. Odia culture is in full
display. Wrinkles in human emotions
surface in community work. Positive
understanding, gregariousness and fellow feeling spark friendship and make our journey lighter. Two
heads are better than one. | marvel at the human potentialities and possibilities. Jaya Jagannath!

8719 Copperbrook Dr
Houston, TX 77095
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In a narrow strip of land, between the ocean and the south end of Chilika Lake, is a village named
Nandala. These days one can reach Nandala from the National Highway NH5, past Balugaon, turning
onto Malud Road. Prior to the sixties one could reach Nandala only by bullock cart over a dirt track in
the summer, or by boat when the lake level was too high, and the track was under water. On reaching
Nandala, you can go north along the sandy field tracks, and about two kilometers from Nandala, near
the lake, you will see a large flat open field, with no crops. The field is surrounded by thorny kia (also
known as kewda; and Pandanus) bushes. On closer look, you will see that there is something
incongruous about this field; there is a meter high tulasi chowra, on the north side of the field, towards
the lake. Normally a tulasi chowra would be in front of a home, or in a courtyard, not in the middle of
nowhere. But there are no houses nearby. On looking around, you see faint traces on the ground,
which on closer inspection turn out to be outlines of walls and homes. With a little further exploration
you can make out that this was once a long village. If you closed your eyes you would imagine lots of life
in a bustling village. The tulasi chowra marked the center and front of the village homes. | know
Nandala because this is my ancestral village, the village of my father, the poet Mayadhar Mansinha.

Bapa had left Nandala as a teenager, to get an education, and then employment, but he never really left
Nandala. Wherever Bapa was posted, every summer we all went to gan (village). Each trip was like a
major expedition, involving a mountain of luggage (water in a surai to drink on the 24hr journey, meals,
bedding for evryone), travelling by bus, train, bullock cart and/or boat. By modern standards Nandala of
that time would have been held up as an example of extreme rural poverty. But as children we loved
Nandala, playing on sand, eating the fabulous fish, shrimp, tampda (dried salted prawns), sukhua (dried
salted fish) and of course the tastiest crabs in the world. Lanka Amba (cashew) trees grew in profusion
and we used to eat the ripe fruit. If you have not tasted Nandala cashew roasted in the shell on sand in
a pot, still warm off the pot, then you have not tasted cashew at all. At night we slept in the houses with
mud walls and thatched roofs, lulled by the sighing of wind blowing through the jhaun (casaurina)
forests, and the roar of the distant ocean waves, just 2km away.
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In 1942, Bapa was the Headmaster of Athgarh High School. We lived in a house on a hill; on one side we
could see the house of the Dewan, and on the other side the palace of the Raja of Athgarh. | was 5 years
then. | remember one storm, with several days of wind and rain, and of wet banana leaves, palm leaves
and mango trees swaying in the garden. Days later word came that this very same storm had wiped out
Nandala. Nandala was gone, blown away by the wind and washed away by the salt water. | heard many
times - luni pani asila - sabu bhasi gala -- the salt water came and everything floated away. The tulasi
chowra in the field is the only structure that remains of the Nandala of 1942.

Over the years the great flood would crop up repeatedly in family conversations, and when we visited
Nandala. Bu | have no memory of how many people were lost, and how many nearby villages were also
lost. My considered opinion is that Nandala was washed away by the Cyclone of October 1942. Apart
from the lives lost, this cyclone led directly into the Bengal Famine of 1943, which resulted in the deaths
of some 3 million people.

| had a brush with another Chilika storm, heard as stories from Bapa and Bou, but | have no memory of
it. | am guessing that it was in 1940 or 1941. We were proceeding from Rambha to Nandala by boat,
when a sudden violent storm came up. The boat was tossed around by the winds and waves, and the
boatmen could barely control the vessel. Bapa and Bou were certain that the end had come. They
begged the boatmen to save the baby boy somehow and take him to Nandala. That baby was me.
Luckily, we all survived.

The Cyclone of 1942 October 14

The storm that destroyed Nandala in 1942 was the Bengal cyclone of October 14, 1942. The cyclone
made landfall in Midnapur-Contai region of Bengal Province, which at that time included both West
Bengal and Bangladesh. The initial death toll was estimated to be 11,000, just from Midnapore and
Contai. In Odisha the cyclone caused severe damage in Balasore District, and in Mayurbhanj, Puri,
Nandala Cuttack and Ganjam Districts. Information on the 1942 Bengal Cyclone is sketchy; wind gusts of
240 kmh (140mph). The cyclone continued to wreak havoc on eastern Bengal also and the final fatality
estimates go as high as 75,000.

In 1942 the most destructive war in human history was raging. Humans were killing humans with the
most efficient killing weapons ever designed, resulting in the deaths of some 75 million people by 1945.
The once mighty British Empire was reeling from repeated defeats inflicted by Japan. Japan had driven
out the British, Dutch and French and was in control of Hong Kong, Singapore, Malaysia, Indonesia,
Thailand and Burma, most of coastal China, and India was next. The Indian Ocean was dominated by
Japanese naval and air forces. The British in India were fearful of a very real threat of a Japanaese attack
on eastern India. Wartime rumours abounded, including a rumour of a Japanese landing at Berhampur.
Any news that might help the Japanese invasion, including weather related news, was censored and was
not allowed to be printed or broadcast. In this background the death of 11,000 people on October 14,
1942 was hardly noticed by the world. News that a cyclone had occurred on October 14, and had
caused massive destruction and loss of life was excruciatingly slow to get out. Humanitarian relief help
was too little and too late. In fact the first official statement about the cyclone of October 14 was issued
by the Government of Bengal on November 2! A detailed reports, together with appeals for
international help, were printed in The Times of London on January of 1943, some two and half months
after cyclone.
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Tropical Cyclone Formation Regions

Fig. 1. Locations of the Tropical Cyclone formation 'basins'.
There are seven basins, shown above in different colors. The
two basins of importance to India are the Nothern Indian Ocean
(in pink), monitored by the Indian Meteorogical Department
(IMD) and the North West Pacific Ocean (in dark yellow),
monitored by the Japan Meteorological Agency.

The massive assault on Midnapur and Contai was because of the proximity of the landfall. There is no
doubt that neighbouring Baleswar would have suffered equally. We also know of the destruction in
Ganjam, Puri and other coastal districts. Yet there is no mention of Odisha (Orissa) in any of the
published reports. In a paper by P. Chittibabu et. al (2004) we find the following description "Very
severe cyclone hits Balasore district. Mayurbhanj, Puri, Cuttack, Puri and Ganjam districts were also
affected". "Exhaustive effects of damage contained in 12 files of the Revenue Commissioner".

Apart from the World War, a major factor of slow reaction to the cyclone was that all the common hi-
tech tools in use today to track, study and model cyclones had not yet been invented, developed, or
unknown in India. That much of the technology in use today did not exist at that time, needs some
empbhasis, particularly for those who cannot imagine life without cellphone, computers, the web and TV.
In Nandala, as in all coastal villages, there was no telephone, no electricity, no radio. TV, BW and Color,
was yet to be invented, or had not yet reached India. There was of course no satellite tracking of the
cyclone. Rockets capable of launching satellites were yet to be designed. The first large rocket, the V2
rocket weapon, would be launched by Germany in 1944 against Britain. Man made satellites, to be
launched by huge rockets, yet to be designed in the future, were in the realm of science fiction. The first
spacecraft, the Sputnik I, was yet to be launched by Soviet Union in 1958. So there was no space
tracking of the cyclone. Our first space view of the spiral storms, rotating anticlockwise had to wait until
1961.
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Cyclone Structure and Formation

Ranging upward to 15km, and extending horizontally to about 500km, a cyclone is a gigantic engine that
allows the oceans to cool off by transporting the heat to the upper atmosphere, and in the process
deliver vast quantities of rain to the land. From space a cyclone on Earth is a beautiful white spiral
cartwheel, with a eye in the center. Of course on the ground the buffeting winds and the rain, and the
storm surge make the cyclone an ogre to fear, not an object of beauty.

To understand the deaths and destruction caused by Tropical Cyclones, we have to understand a little
bit about the formation and structure. The cyclones (and typhoons and hurricanes) form over seven
ocean basins, within a very narrow latitude band. No cyclones form between 5°N and 5° of the
equator, The World Meteorogical Organisation has assigned the responsibility for monitoring each basin
to specific organisations. The Indian Meteorological Department (IMD) monitors the Northen Indian
Ocean, shown in pink in the figure below. The North West Pacific Ocean basin, shown in dark yellow, is
the responsibility of the Japan Meteorological Agency (JMA). As we shall see, Cyclone Phailin was first
detected by JMA as a small depression in the western Pacific, before it crossed over to the Andaman Sea
and then monitored by IMD. Earlier, the first warning of the Odisha Supercyclone of 1999 came from
the Joint Typhoon Warning Center (JTWC) at Hawaii, run by the US Navy.

The warm ocean waters evaporate and heat up the air, causeing moisture laden warm air to rise. The
rising air lowers (or depresses) the barometric pressure, hence the term tropical depression. Clouds
form as the rising moisture laden air cools. Cooler air from the surrounding area, which are at a slightly
higher pressure, blow in towards the low pressure region. Anything that moves on the Earth
experiences a small deflecting force caused by the rotation of the Earth. When we walk, drive or fly,
each of us is subjected to the same deflecting force, called the Coriolis Force.. But the force is so slight
that none of us actually feel the force. Even though the deflection is small, a surface wind blowing over
a long distance will curve to the right in the northern hemisphere, and to the left in the southern
hemisphere.

With the warm ocean feeding more energy, the system gets bigger and the wind velocity increases. The
India Meteorological Department (IMD) classifies storm severity by the maximum wind velocity (Table ).
As the storm becomes more powerful, with increasing wind velocity, the Tropical Depression progresses
to Deep Depression. When the wind velocity reaches 74mph, we have a Cyclonic Storm. Later on in this
article, we will see, from satellite infrared photos, the progression of cyclone Phailin from a Depression
to a Super cyclone, and then onto dispersal over India.

Table I: India Meteorological Department Storm Classification

Category Abbrev. | mph km/h

Depression D <37 <59

Deep Depression DD 38-43 61-69

Cyclonic Storm CS 44-62 70-100

Severe Cyclonic Storm SCS 63-82 102-131

Very Severe Cyclonic VSCS 83-148 | 133-239

Storm

The wind blows in spiral paths towards and around the calm, roughly circular center of the cyclone,
called the Eye, bounded by the Eyewall. The strongest wind velocity in a cyclone is in the eyewall, but in
the eye, normally 20 to 30 miles wide, it is relatively calm. The eye is the warmest part of the storm. The
eyewall is a wall of thunderclouds. The eyewall has the most rain and the strongest winds of the storm,
gusting up to 225 mph in severe storms. The smaller the eye, the stronger the winds. The winds spiral in
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a counterclockwise direction into the storm's low-pressure center. In addition to rotating with wind
speeds of at least 75 mph, a hurricane travels relatively slowly across the ocean or land, usually at about
20 to 25 mph.

Mean Wind Strengths for a Typical Tropical Cyclone
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Fig. 2. The center of a cyclone, in the eye, the wind
speed is low. Just a short distance away, inside the
eyewall, maximum wind speeds are recorded.
http://www.bom.gov.au/cyclone/about/intensity.shtml
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Fig. 3. Warm, moisture laden air rises over a
warm ocean, creating a local low pressure zone.
Surface air blows in from the surrounding higher
pressure zone. The wind is deflected to the
right (in the northern hemisphere) due to the

The spiral arms, extending from the eyewall, are known as 'rain bands'. There is usually heavy rain fall,
in the eyewall as well as in the rainbands. There are also thunderstorms associated. The maximum
wind speed, upto 350kmh, and maximum rain, is in the eyewall. Within the eye it is calm, with very low
air pressure, and very low wind velocity. The entire system drifts at a low speed, about 10kmh, towards
land. The arrows in each of the seven cyclone basins show the average drift direction.
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Fig. 4. The Eye at the center may extend upwards to 15km, and the cyclone may
be 1500km in diameter. Moisture laden warm air (shown in red) blows in an
anticlockwise direction (in the Northen Hemisphere), rising upwards. The cooled
air (shown in blue) returns mostly at the periphery, but also in the eye. There is
heavy rain and thunderstorms in the rain bands (shown in white). The maximum
wind speed and maximum rain is in the eyewall.

While most of the destruction caused by a cyclone is by the wind and rains, the maximum deaths are
due to the storm surge. A storm surge is caused by the piling up of water just ahead of the eye on the
land side. If the cyclone hits land at high tide, then the combined heights of high tide and storm surge
can increase the destructive effects.
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Wind and Pressure Components of Hurricane Storm Surge
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Fig. 5. A Storm Surge is a rise in water level on the land
side of a cyclone eye. As the cyclone approaches land, the
storm surge gets higher. Higher water level at high tide
increases the effect of the storm surge in coastal areas

Several factors determine the destructiveness of a cyclone: (1) Height of storm surge; (2) Maximum
sustained wind speed; (3) Amount of rainfall; (4) Horizontal drift rate; (4) Size of eye. We will discuss
these factors later, in connection with the Odisha Super cyclone of 1999.

Major Cyclones

Table II. Deadliest Cyclones.
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/List_of natural_disasters_by death_toll
'Rank ¢ Death toll * Event B Locatlon ° Date °
Pakist
1 500,000 1970 Bhola cycione A ow, November 13, 1970
Bangladesh)
|2. 300,0001""! 1839 India Cyclone India November 25, 1839
2 300,000 1737 Calcutta cyclone India October 7, 1737
I
4 229 000 Super Typhoon Nina—contnbuted to Bangiao Dam Bitan August 7, 1975
faiure
5. 200,000 Great Backerganj Cyclone of 1876 India (now Bangladesh) October 30, 1876
150,000 (30,000 10 300,000

6 [14) ( ) 1881 Haiphong Typhoon Vietnam October 8, 1881

7. 138,866 1991 Bangladesh cyclone Bangladesh April 29, 1991

8. 138,366 Cyclone Nargis Myanmar May 2, 2008

Q. 100.000"%! 1882 Bombay cyclone India 1882

10 80,000 1874 Bengal cyclone India October, 1874
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Table III. Major Cylcones
Maximum sustained
.Place of landfall Date of landfall esti;:::; E)’:\"m:)t;asis
of satellite imageries
Chittagong 13 November, 1970 224
Chirala, Andhra 19 November, 1977 260
Pradesh
Rameshwaram 24 November 1978 204
Sriharikota 14 November, 1984 213
Bangla Desh 30 November, 1988 213
Kavali, Andhra Pradesh | 9 November, 1989 235
Machlipatnam, AP 9 May ,1990 235
Chittagong 29 April, 1991 235
Teknaf (Myanmar) 2 May, 1994 204
Teknaf 19 May, 1987 235
Paradip, Orissa 29 October, 1999 | 260 i
89.8°E, Bangladesh 15 November, 2007 - 220 B
16.0°N, Myanmar 02 May, 2008 200

Odisha Cyclones

The list of major Odisha cyclones (Very Severe Cyclonic Storm and above) is from the IMD web page.
Lest we think 12 storms is not too many, the complete list of Odisha cyclones given in Chittibabu et al
(see reference below) covers 11 pages and mentions 128 cyclones. The IMD was formed in 1875. Prior
to this year the list of cyclones can be considered as incomplete. Of the 12 major Odisha storms listed in
the table below, 5 (40%) are considered supercyclones.

Using statistical techniques Chittibabu et. al. conclude that the return period of a 1999 type
supercyclone is about 50 years, i.e. such an event is likely to occur once every 50 years. During the 19th
century there were 72 flooding event associated with cyclones, and 56 flooding events in the 20th
century. There is no statistical evidence that frequency or number of cyclones has increased in recent
times. Chittibabu et. al. conclude that the impact of cyclones has increased because of increase of
population and increase of coastal infrastructure.

The frequency of cyclones hits on coastal districts of Odisha is given below. Balasore, Puri and Ganjam
districts appear to attract more cyclones.
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Fig. 6. Cyclonic storms crossing India 1891 to 2006

Fig. 7. Cyclone landfall in coastal districts of Odisha
from 1877 to 2000.
From Chittibabu et. al. (2004)
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Table IV. Major Odisha Cyclones from 1737 to 2000. From the Odisha State Disaster
Management Authority (OSDMA),
http://www.osdma.org/ViewDetails.aspx?vchglinkid=GL002&vchplinkid=PL005
e T T R —

7-12 October 1737 Super Cyclone Crossed West Bangal Coast over Sunderbans
2 31 October, 1801 Very Severe Cyclonic Storm Crossed Ofissa Coast near Bafasore, Loss of Ife-50,000
3 2-5 October, 1864 Very Severe Cyclonic Storm Crossed West Bengal Coast near Contai
4 1-2 Novembaor, 1864 Very Severe Cyclonic Storm Crossed Anditva peadesh near Machilipatnam
5 22 September, 1885 Super Cyclone Crossed Onssa Coast at False Point, Loss of Ide- 5000
8 14-16 October, 1942 Very Severe Cyclonic Storm Crossed West Bengal Coast near Contai
7 8-11 October, 1967 Very Severa Cyclonic Storm Crossed Orissa Coast betwean Puri and Paradeep
8 26.30 October, 1971 Very Severs Cyclonic Storm Crossed Onssa Coast near Paradeep, Loss of life. 10 000
2 14-20 November 1977 Super Cydlone Crossed Andiwa Coast near Nizampatnam
10 4-11 May 1590 Super Cyclone Crossed Andhra Coast about 40 Km S-W of Machlipatnam
1" 5-6 November, 1596 Vory Sevece Cyclonic Storm Crossed Andhva Coast near Kakinada

The reader is referred to the recent paper as a authoritative resource on Odisha cyclones 1737 to 2000:

P. Chittibabu, S.K. Dube, J.B. MacNabb, T.S. Murty, A.D. Rao, U.C. Mohanty and P.C.
Sinha

Mitigation of Flooding and Cyclone Hazard in Orissa, India

Natural Hazards 31: 455-485, 2004.

At the time of publication S.K. Dube, A.D. Rao, U.C. Mohanty, and P.C. Sinha were at the Indian Institute
of Technology, Delhi. P. Chittibabu, J. B. MacNabb and T.S. Murty were with W.F. Baird & Associates,
Ottawa, Canada. A major part of the study was supported by a grant from the Canadian International
Development Agency (CIDA).
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The Odisha Super Cyclone of 1999

Every once in a while an exceptionally brutal calamity makes a mark on the people, the society, in
culture and literature. The 1999 Odisha Supercyclone was such a 'game changer'. One lasting effect of
this cyclon has been that the World Meteorological Organisation (WMO) decided in 2000 to start
naming cyclones in the North Indian Ocean. Eight countries submit names to form a list from which
cyclones are named in sequence. The eight countries are Bangladesh, India, Maldives, Myanmar, Oman,
Pakistan, Sri Lanka, Thailand. In 2004 the first cyclone in the North Indian Ocean was named Onil.

Fg. 8. Landfall of the Odisha Supercyclone on
October 29, 1999 at 0600UTC.

Wikipedia http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/File:Cyclone_05B.jpg
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Fig. 9. Track of the 1999 Odisha Supercyclone. The dots are at 6 hr
intervals, 4 dots per day. The color of the dots shows progression from
Tropical Depression to Supercyclone as the storm gained strength. The
stalling of the storm about 50 km inland, and then slowly drifting back
caused the massive destruction inflicted by the storm.

Saffir-Simpson hurricane wind scale
Category Wind speeds

58-70 mis, 113-136 knots
130156 mph, 209-251 kmih
50-58 nv's, 96-112 knots
111129 mph, 178-208 kmmh
43-49 miés, 83-95 knots
86-110 mph, 154-177 km/h
33-42 s, 6482 knols
74-05 mph, 119-153 kmh
Additional classifications
Tropical 18-32 m/s, 35-63 knots
storm  39-73 mph, 63-118 kmvh
Tropical <17 mis. <34 knots

One

This cyclone was originally named (numbered) as Tropical Depression 05B on October 25, 1999 by the
IMD. As it gained energy, it was renamed Tropical Storm 05B on October 26; Cyclone 05B on October
27. This cyclone was the first to be named a Super Cyclonic Storm in the North Indian Ocean; and is now
commonly referred as the Odisha Supercyclone of 1999.
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On October 28, the cyclone had windspeeds of 300kph (185 mph), equivalent to a Category 5 hurricane.
It hit the Odisha coast near Bhubaneswar on October 29, and stalled about 30 miles (50km). The storm
surge along the coast was 8meters (26ft). The 1999 Annual Tropical Cyclone Report (ATCR) by the US
Naval Observatory, calls Tropical Cyclone (TC) 05B was one of the most significant tropical cyclones on
record to affect India, and the worst since 1971. TC 05B made landfall near Bhubaneswan, India on
October 29 around 0500 UTC, with maximum winds of 155 mph. This same region was hit by cyclone TC
04B just two weeks earlier as a 140 mph tropical cyclone. TC 05B developed from a disturbance that
originated in the South China Sea and tracked through the Gulf of Thailand and across the Malay
peninsula before developing in the Andaman Sea. The Joint Typhoon Warning Center (JTWC) of the US
Navy issued an TCFA Tropical Cyclone Formation Alert) for this South China Sea disturbance on October
23 0200 UTC. The disturbance didn't develop and the TCFA was cancelled.

Subsequently, JTWC monitored this weak disturbance as it moved into the Andaman Sea, where the
convection began to consolidate. A second TCFA was issued on October 25, 1930UTC and the first
warning was issued on October 26 0300UTC as the disturbance developed into a 40 mph cyclone. TC 05B
tracked northwestward and intensified across the Bay of Bengal. The intensification was at a greater
than climatological rate, peaking on October 28, 1800UTC at 160 mph intensity. TC 05B made landfall 11
hours later as a 180 mph system about 45 m south-southeast of Cuttack and 40 m southeast of
Bhubaneswar. Subsequently, TC 05B maintained 115 mph intensity for 12 hours as it dumped torrential
rains and battered the coastal areas, then slowly turned southward and moved back over the Bay of
Bengal as a 45 mph tropical cyclone. TC 05B continued to drift southward and dissipate over water. JTWC
issued the 13th and final warning on November 20 1030UTC. A total of 1.711 million hectares of crops
have been affected. The number of livestock to have perished is 406,000."

The slow drift of the cyclone, and the stall 50km inland is a key factor in the amount of rain dumped on
the land in the eyewall. The high winds in the eyewall had a longer time to wreak havoc. But the heavy
loss of life was to the high storm surge that inundated coastal settlements and washed away and
drowned. When the water level subsided, thousands of corpses and dead animals littered countryside.
All trees were shorn bare of leaves, and all birds had vanished, either killed or blown away. With so
many dead people and animals, one would have expected hordes of vultures to descend. There were no
vultures.
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Fig. 10. The Odisha Silpercyclone on October 28, 1999 at 0
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It is not that Orissa was experiencing the cyclone for the first time. The cyclone is a regular feature in the
weather map of coastal Orissa. But the October'99 super cyclone was quite different. The wind blew at a
ferocious velocity of 250-260 km/hr compounded by incessant heavy rain lasting as long as 36 hours. To
add to rain and wind massive tidal waves from the turbulent sea flooded and submerged hundreds of
villages on the shoreline, killing thousands.

The cyclone devastated 15,420 villages affecting over 12.65 million people in 12 districts of the state. The
districts affected worst were Jagatsinghpur, Cuttack, Puri, kendrapara and Balasore. The devastation left
thousand people dead (official 9808, unofficial close to 20,000) and millions homeless. According to
official estimation 15, 79,582 homes got damaged, left a million cattle killed and winter crop over the
entire coastal belt got destroyed completely. The vegetation cover in the entire coastal belt got ripped as
millions of trees fell down by the ferocious wind.
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Satellite picture (29 Oct., 0930 IST)
of 1999 Orissa Super Cyclone

Fig. 11.
IMD http://www.imd.gov.in/section/nhac/dynamic/faq/FAQP.htm

The delta region and the cities of Cuttack and Bhubaneswar, including the Government of Orissa were
cut-off from the rest of the country and the other devastated areas as well. With tens of thousands of
massive old trees blocking the roads, delivering relief and rescue work was made impossible. The
affected people helplessly looked for the relief for days together, with hunger and misery.

Cyclone Phailin 2013

The Supercyclone of 1999 showed the paralysis of the government machinery to cope with a major
disaster. By the time Cyclone hit Odisha in 2013, we saw Odisha State and federal government officials
fully prepared. The cyclone was tracked in the Bay of Bengal as soon as it was declared a cyclone, and
official preparations were in full swing. About a million people on the coast, in the landfall zone were
evacuated. Immediately after landfall, on October 12 evening, aid trucks started rolling towards
Gopalpur.

The largest cyclone to hit India was the Odisha Supercyclone, 1999. The second largest is Phailin in

2013. Both the cyclones hit Odisha. Whereas the 1999 Supercyclone caused anywhere from 15,000 to
50,000 deaths, there were very few casaulties during Phailin.
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Flg 12. Phailin formed in the Gulf of Thailand on October 4, crossed over to the Andaman Sea on October
6, and became a cyclone and name d Phailin on October 9. The landfall was at Gopalpur at 1600UTC on
October 12. Phailin dissipated on October 14. The points show the location of the storm at 6-hour intervals.
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/File: Phailin_2013_track.png

Saffir-Simpson hurricane wind scale
Category Wind speeds

1

58-70 s, 113-136 knots
130-156 mph, 209-251 kmi
50-53 nv's, 96-112 knots
111129 mph, 178-208 kmMh
43-49 més, 83-95 knots
86-110 mph, 154177 km/h
33-42 nv's, 6482 knols
74-95 mph, 119-153 kmh
Additional classifications
Tropical 18-32 m/s, 35-63 knots
storm  39-73 mph, 63-118 ke/h
Tropical <17 mis. <34 knote
depression <36 mph, <67 ki

P i

One

The technology available in 2013 to track and predict the cyclone are much improved than those
available in 1999. Certainly the Satellite technology is more advanced.
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Fig. 13. Phailin Tracks with date and time

http://tropic.ssec.wisc.edu/storm_archive/2013/storms/tracks/02B.track.gif
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Fig. 14. Meteosat 7: Cyclone Phailin at landfall at Gopalpur on 2013 10
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Fig. 15. Meteosat IR image of Phailin on 2013 10 11 13:32From NOAA

There are a huge number of satellite images available for Phailin. We use the Infra Red images from the
ISRO geostationary satellite Kalpana-1 to look at 16 images in sequence, showing the birth and dispersal
of Phailin from 2013 October 1 to October 14. If we focus on the area east of the Malay peninsula, in
the western part of the Gulf of Thailand, over Ocober 1 to 3 we do not see any major cloud formation.
Phailin formed as a Tropical Depression in the Gulf of Thailand on October 4, crossed over to the
Andaman Sea on October 6, and became a cyclone and named Phailin on October 9. The landfall was at
Gopalpur at 1600UTC on October 12. Phailin dissipated on October 14.

Experiencing Phailin
| left Bhubaneswar just before landfall, on October 12. To convey the atmosphere and immediacy of
Phailin, | reproduce here an email that | sent just after getting off the plane in Delhi.

| have been in Bhubaneswar over the last few weeks, and was witness to the first reports of a major
storm nucleating, and have lived through the daily increasing severity and fearsomeness of the
storm. For the last week Bhubaneswar and Cuttack have had unseasonal heavy showers, some local
flooding. So the news of another wind and rainy storm was not absorbed.

On Oct 11, the day before landfall, it finally sunk in that this is for real, and that Oct 12, 6pm the storm
will hit the Odish--Andhra coast. Panic setin. People started buying up candles, matches, flashlights,
food, gasoline etc. Potato prices rose from Rs12/kilo in the morning to Rs70/kilo at night, if you could
find any. Block long lines of cars, scooters and motorbikes at all gas station. It was hours of waiting in
the hot sun, only to be told when you reached the pump that there was no more gasoline. Then one
tried later, or at the next gas station. By Friday evening all perishable foods, eggs, milk etc were

gone. One NRO realised on Friday evening he needed toilet paper, but every roll in BBSR was gone.
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There were sporadic showers throughout the day in BBSR on Friday. Each time we thought, "this is
Phailin", but then the rain stopped, the wind died, and we waited for the real storm. There were power
failures off and on on Friday. After a while you learnt to live with it, accumulating emails to send out
when the internet came alive, and before the next outage.

Many of the government pronouncements were impressive, but as a sceptic, | felt that the news
announcements were stance of the upcoming elections. But regardless of my scepticism, | recognise
that all levels of the government are far better prepared than they were for the supercyclone in

1999. But as | read reports of the lakhs being evacuated from low lying coastal areas, | know that there
would be inadequate food, water, sleeping space sanitary facilities. So lives are being saved, but the
suffering is continuing and real. Many are reluctant to leave, because of the fear of looting, and loss of
what little worldly wealth they have.

Last night, Friday Oct 11 night, and Sarurday Oct 12 early morning, the wind picked up and there was
heavy rain. Right outside my window are cocunut trees, and a large number broadleaf trees. The
splatter of rain drops is a musical backdrop. | woke at night with the noise of the rain and the wind, and
some thunder. Then the power went, at about 2am. Phailin, | thought. But the eye has not made
landfall yet. In the morning, when we drove around BBSR, we saw many tree branches broken, and a
few trees uprooted. The broken branches seemed concentrated in areas, indicating that the windspeed
was quite variable, high in some areas. And Phailin had not made landfall yet.

The power returned on Sat morning for 30 secs, went out again for hours, and then went on and off
intermittently. On long enough to have some breakfast.

| do not want to paint a grim picture of Bhubaneswar on Saturday morning. This is Asthami, traffuc on
major roads were flowing, but much less than normal. Some stores were open, but very few

people. The gas station panic seems to have died down, as there were no lineups, and we saw gasoline
tankers refilling the empty gas storage tanks. | heard of one report of 'No milk' at a store, but milk
packets at higher price being sold in the black market down the street.

My village is Nandala, at the south end of Chilika lake, not far from Gopalpur, the expected landfall
point. | was under the impression that the village was evacuated. But on Saturday, Oct 12, My sister,
ashen faced, told me that our relatives were still in the village. | was horrified. They were probably 50
km from Gopalpur, and only six hours from landfall time of the eye of the cyclone. Nandala is a few
kilometers from both the sea and Chilika., and about a meter above Chilika level The wind and rain
would be severe enough now to make it impossible to evacuate.

The cellphone was still working, They had delayed the moving out in order to safeguard their
belongings. | told my sister to tell them of horizontal sheets of rain at 250kmh will blow all
thatched/tin/asbestos roof away And then a wall of water will descend and push down the walls. A
short time later my sister told me that they had moved to higher ground, to stay with a relative.

Back to problems of surviving in Bhubaneswar. My brother in law calculated that we would have two
days of water in our house tank system. Without power, our inverter would last only two hours. So
conservation measures were put in place, with minimum use of water and power. With intermittent
power, we did not know which power outage was going to be THE ONE. A friend's father was ill, but at
home, and had to have a machine by his bedside. In his case everything in his house was switchedoff,
conserving all power for the medical machine. There was uncertainty as to what to do with a prolonged
power outage.
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My brother and | had scheduled to go to Delhi, long before Phailin was born, on Air India flight to Delhi
at 2pm on Oct 12, now known to be six hours before landfall, So we were prepared for flight
cancellation and postponed departure, possibly for days. Even as we kept track of Phailin, we also were
checking our flight out to Delhi. When we reached the new BBSR airport (the old airport now looks so
classy, compared to the warehouse look of the new one), we found that airconditioning was switched
off. With no ventilation, we were hot and sweaty. All flights were cancelled, except for two Al. Our
flight was still on. We checked in, even as the various airlines and airport officials questioned the
checking in of passengers without certainty that the plane will arrive.

We waited. Our flight arrived. We boarded the plane the old fashioned way, by first getting on a
delapidated bus, and then getting off the bus and climbing the high open staircase. Normally it was just
the challenge of climbing the stairs, now became another challenge of doing so in driving, almost
horizontal rain. Soon we raced down the runway, and as the plane became airborne, we were buffeted
by winds and the plane shook. Was it my fears, or, was it real? | felt the pilot struggling to gain altitude,
and felt that the plane was not climbing fast enough. We passed through several air pockets, with the
plane, still too close to the ground, appear to fall, and shake and vibrate. Several times that few minutes
| regretted not having cancelled my flight. Soon the flight became smooth, the sky brightened as we
gained altitude. There was low angle bright sun falling on the outer fringes of Phailin related clouds and
haze. The pilot announced that as soon as our plane left, Bhubaneswar Airport was shut down.

| have reached Delhi, | do not experience elation at having escaped from a calamity, but a sense of
shame and regret at not having stayed behind to share in the pain of my family and the million other
residents of coastal Odisha.
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Fig. 16. Enhanced infrared images by the ISRO geostationary Satellite Kalpana-1, showing the
development of Cyclone Phailin from October 1. Each photo is marked with UTC date and time
in the format yyyy mm dd hh nn.

The first view of the future Phailin is on October 4, over the Malay Peninsula, just east of
Andaman Sea.

From IMD Archives at http://202.54.31.45/archive/ENHANCED_IMAGES/ENHANCED_IR/
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Fig. ‘17.Enhanced infrared images by the IS
development of Cyclone Phailin from October 1. Each photo is marked with UTC date and

time in the format yyyy mm dd hh nn.
Views of the future Phailin is on October 5 to 8, now intensifying over the Andaman Sea.

From IMD Archives at http://202.54.31.45/archive/ENHANCED_IMAGES/ENHANCED_IR/
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' Salla
the ISRO geostationary Satellite Kalpana-1, showing the
development of Cyclone Phailin from October 1. Each photo is marked with UTC date and time
in the format yyyy mm dd hh nn. The tropical depression is recognised as a cyclone and hamed
Phailin on October 9. The westward movement of Phailin changes northwestward and Andhra
and Odisha prepare a possible landfall.

From IMD Archives at http://202.54.31.45/archive/ENHANCED_IMAGES/ENHANCED_IR/

Fig. 18. Enh
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the development of Cyclone Phailin from October 1. Each photo is marked with UTC date
and time in the format yyyy mm dd hh nn. Landfall is on October 12 evening at Gopalpur.
By October 13 Phailin weakened considerably and dispersed over North Bihar and Nepal.
From IMD Archives at htto://202.54.31.45/archive/ENHANCED IMAGES/ENHANCED IR/
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End Note

We started this note with a description of the destruction of old Nandala. It is fitting that we end with a
look at modern Nandala. With Nandala washed away, the village decided to rebuild on slightly higher
ground, and slightly farther from the lake. The site of the old Nandala is still referred to as puruna gan -
Old Village. One reason Nandala was destroyed was because thatched roofs are so easily blown away,
and mud walls are so easily washed away. In the old days, during the rainy season the only way to reach
Nandala was by boat. Now a all weather road links Nandala. The isolation of the old days is gone.
Whereas it used to take us 24 hrs to reach Nandala by bus, trains, bullock cart or boat, nowadays one
can reach Bhubanesawr in 4 hours by taxi or bus. In the new Nandala there are now many masonry
houses. Electric power, cellphone service, television and internet are all in the village. All this goes on
to show the resilience of spirit, of being able to recover and be reborn from the most serious of
calamities. Perhaps there is lesson in optimism for the future for all of us.

131 Ambleside Dr
London, ON N6G4P8
Canada
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Fundraising for Phailin Relief in Odisha

Niharika Mohanty

When a calamity happens in the world in which many lives are lost, it catches
the world’s attention. However, when lives are saved, even though there may
be great devastation to hundreds of thousands homes and to crop, it goes
unnoticed by most of the people around the world.

On October 12th, Odisha faced its second major cyclone within 15 years. The

1999 Super Cyclone in Odisha killed approximately 10,000 people, while in the recent Cyclone Phailin,
varying reports give different numbers for the death toll, but it certainly is less than 50, due to one of
the largest evacuation efforts in India’s history by the government. Yet, 100,000s returned back from
relief centers to find that they were homeless as their homes were washed away along with 800,000
hectares of crops. Meanwhile, only days passed when the Philippines was hit with the Super Typhoon
Haiyan on November 4th, and the enormity of the disaster including loss of close to 6000 people leaving
11 million homeless completely overshadowed what happened in Odisha and obviously attracted world
attention and money pouring in from countries including the US to provide as much immediate help.
Fundraising efforts have been happening in various ways all around.

Since the disaster in Odisha has in fact been devastating, it has been significant for Odias to take

leadership in fundraising. Many organizations have been raising funds to help in the relief and
restoration post Phailin.
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When Cyclone Phailin neared Odisha, my two
children, Maya and Akash, watched carefully
with fear of what was going to happen in the
hours to come. They heard landfall would affect
both Odisha (where their maternal
grandparents were from) and Andhra Pradesh
(where their paternal grandparents were from),
and they heard of the grand evacuation of lakhs
of people to save their lives. Yet, as they
watched reports, their fear increased as they
saw images of the wind and rain and heard the
sound in the relief centers.

When Maya and Akash found out about the actual devastation, they were moved by the whole situation
to want to help in fundraising efforts and quickly decided to make a flyer to give in their school and to
the neighbors to raise funds. After | researched some of the more recognizable organizations that were
collecting funds, | came upon Oxfam who were working with local organizations, like Unnayan, that my
father has been involved with, and thought
that would be a good choice for the children
to donate their collections to. It worried me
that while these kids were so enthusiastic to
raise funds that they would be met with
disappointment since most people would be
donating for Haiyan relief and may not
donate for this also. However, once Maya
and Akash educated people about Phailin’s
affects, many more were ready to donate
10s, 20s and 30s. Perhaps, it was even more
effective when two children went door to
door mentioning about their grandparents
coming from the two states that have been
hit by the cyclone and would have been different had | seeked donations. Yet, what came to be obvious
was that once people were made aware of what happened, they were ready to donate.

| was inspired by my own children and thought about what | may best be able to do to help. | am a
professional Odissi dancer and director of Guru Shradha, dedicated to carrying on the dance tradition of
legendary Guru Kelucharan Mohapatra and have been part of many successful Indian classical dance
fundraisers for different causes. Through the years, | have also gotten to know many of the Indian
classical dancers/dance teachers well in the Bay Area in California. It made logical sense to go ahead and
do an Indian classical dance program dedicated to raising funds for Cyclone Phailin relief and
restoration. After sending out an email in mid Nov to several dancers/dance teachers in the Bay Area, |
was amazed to see the overwhelming enthusiastic response of so many groups and individuals to
participate in this fundraiser which led me to increase the duration of the program from 3 hours to 4.
Yuva Bharati, a local organization promoting Indian classical dance, also readily agreed to copresent this
beautiful offering to help those in Odisha who were homeless and suffering. Closer to the event, Nita
Ganapathi, a very kind and generous Odia, offered to sell her paintings to raise more funds for the
cause. | decided to have the funds sent to Odisha’s Chief Minister’s Fund through OSA (Odisha Society of
the Americas) for this program.
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The actual event on December 14th, 2013 went off extremely well resulting in over $5K raised before
expenses have been deducted. The dance touched the hearts of so many in the audience! Gopilalita

Kodikal wrote in an email:

It was a programme par excellence. Right from the very 1st item till the last it was a continuous
display of Dance in the highest caliber EACH dance form. EACH, | repeat EACH performer
executing her best in abhinaya, footwork, facial expressions & grandeur. It was Perfection
Personified! | have no words to describe it any more. It was Satyam , Shivam Sundaram Simply

DIVINE!

It was wonderful to have 15 groups/soloists perform with over 50 dancers on stage that afternoon
representing 5 of the Indian classical dance styles Odissi, Bharatanatyam, Kuchipudi, Kathak, and
Mohiniattam! The program attracted an audience primarily of Indians, mostly nonOdias to come and
watch the visual dance feast while contributing to a significant cause.

While Odias in North America are the obvious choice to approach while fundraising for this particular

situation, it is really necessary for us to go beyond our own
community to raise funds since so many are out there who
are ready to contribute only once they are aware of the
situation. Besides doing our own fundraising drive, we also
attended IASF Dandia dance fundraiser for their own
project work for Phailin relief which attracted a significant
number of Odias as well as many nonQdias, and was an
extremely successful fundraising effort. | also heard from
Sushant Satpathy of his work with Chinmaya Mission to
raise funds in Chicago area.

Most importantly, if we all try our very best to raise funds
in different ways, perhaps individually we are only putting
a drop into the ocean of required funds for relief and

restoration in Odisha, while collectively we can make much more of an impact !

115 Aster Road, San Carlos, CA 94070

Utkarsa December 2013

Contents Page | 78



(@)@

Raising Funds for Phailin

Lalatendu Mohanty

When President Tapan Babu asked me to lead this effort | had my
apprehensions due to delay in soliciting for support while Philippines cyclone
had already overshadowed phailin. But | accepted his request because |
believed in the cause [/kd:z/ n - a "movement" can often mean both the
principle and the people and the organization taken together to promote a
particular viewpoint or course of action], and also believed that people in
general are ready to help if there is a genuine cause.

We had a core team of four members but many volunteers came forward to support us. The team had the same
apprehension as mine and we decided to focus on our members with a reasonable target. We also wanted to
communicate with a coherent voice as to why we are raising the fund and how we are going to disburse this. All of
us made numerous personal calls not just for the support but to hear their side of the opinion. All of us together
spend above 100 hours personal conversations with fellow Odias. Each interaction, just say this for now, an eye
opening experience.

Many are appreciative but whole heatedly came forward to support. Some did not agree the way we are planning
to disburse this fund but believed in our conviction and went ahead to support. Many had already contributed thru
various other international organizations but still agreed to provide us token of support, even some of them have
rounded up their local Indian organizations to contribute towards the relief. To our surprise, nobody had any major
concerns about this effort but just few genuine difference of opinions. Not to highlight this but many of us didn’t
even know about this effort from OSA and couple never really heard of Phailin.

Overall, it was good team effort, many lessons learned, and all felt the experience was necessary and worthwhile.
In this internet age, where we are caught up in the demands of our professions, in addition to communicate via
email, twitter and facebook, it is sometimes essential to have a personal contact. This defines us as an individual
and why we have built this society. | wish we could reach out to members during many of their major life
milestones rather than just needs like this.

As of now we have raised around forty five thousand dollars. As BOG decided to send this money to CMRF, some of
our volunteers were directly engaged with CM office and local authorities to disburse the fund to a project that will
benefit a larger section of the effected community and recognize OSA member’s effort. Our President in his recent
visit to Odisha, was supposed to meet the folks from CMRF and speed-up the effort. You will be hearing from him
soon.

One thing | realized that raising funds is the easier part than disbursing it in a best possible way. Fact is, we all are
passionate people, very much attached to our roots and ready to extend our support in a moment notice. It is
absolutely normal for us to have our own apprehensions on any efforts like this (due to certain past experiences).
However, things seem to have changed a lot for better in odisha and we should never pre-judge the recent efforts
of Government of Odisha. We came across some of the influential high ranking officers who are genuinely very
positive to our ideas and suggestions. While we expect them to match our expectations, they have a genuine
reason to expect the same from us.

There are a lot of challenges and pressure on Phailin Fund Raising Team, OSA Executive Team and BOG to make this
right.

(Lalatendu Mohanty with support from Sunil Sabat, Gagan Panigrahi & Dhirendr Kar)
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Special Report

Phailin behind the lens

Nishikanta Sahoo

Phailin losses 'exceed' Orissa plan outlay of Rs 21.467 crore.

India has evacuated over half a million people as Cyclone Phailin makes landfall

(Evacuees get down from a truck at a relief camp near Berhampur, India, on Oct. 12)

12 million people affected by a cyclone and subsequent floods
Cyclone and the floods had together damaged over 300,000 homes in 16,487 villages in Orissa.

Phailin's effect on education: Rs 300 crore needed to fix campus damages in Odisha
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http://qz.com/134844/india-has-evacuated-over-half-a-million-people-as-cyclone-phailin-makes-landfall/
http://www.bbc.co.uk/news/world-asia-india-24546015
http://articles.timesofindia.indiatimes.com/2013-10-23/india/43324336_1_rs-300-crore-five-crore-underground-cabling
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Inside View Of Sports Council

(Severely damaged Multipurpose Indoor Hall of Berhamur University, Odisha, India)
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Odisha lost 26 lakh trees after cyclone Phailin
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Phailin and Climate Change, Connecting the Dots

Super Cyclone Phailin caused huge damage to power infrastructure in Odisha and parts of
northern Andhra: Power Ministry
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(A mangled electrical transmission tower is pictured after Cyclone Phailin made landfall in
Berhampur)
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7,500 telephone towers have been damaged

(A man walks toward a damaged cellular phone tower in Berhampur on India's Bay of Bengal
coast on October 13. [ Source: cnn.com |)

Utkarsa December 2013 Contents Page | 85


http://news.outlookindia.com/items.aspx?artid=813474

@>@

India Cyclone Ruins 15% of Odisha Rice Area

(Heavy rains in the aftermath of Cyclone Phailin triggered floods in Balasore, Mayurbhanja,
Odisha)
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Severity of Super Cyclone Phailin

(A man stands next to overturned trucks on a highway after Cyclone Phailin hit Girisola town in
Ganjam district in the eastern Indian state of Orissa October 13, 2013. )
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(Just imagine the strength that Phailin had. This tree had strong roots at least, still got ripped off.)
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Another tree damage
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Damage to Govt. infrastructures
A fisherman walks inside a damaged port building on Monday after Cyclone Phailin hit
Gopalpur village in Ganjam district. [ Source: Reuters |
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Trail of destruction: A house destroyed by cyclone Phailin at Gopalpur
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An Indian man walks near his damaged house after returning to the cyclone hit village of
Podampeta on the Bay of Bengal coast in Ganjam district, Orissa

Utkarsa December 2013 Contents Page | 93



OlCL

A truck is seen submerged in the water after Cyclone Phailin hit Brahmapur, Ganjam district
Odisha on October 13, 2013. India's strongest storm in 14 years left a trail of destruction along
the country's east coast on Sunday, but little loss of life was reported after close to a million
people took refuge in shelters.
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Disaster in the form of Phailin Cyclone in Odisha, India
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Damaged Structure

Phailin-Fallout
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Phailin damage in Berhampur
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A motorcyclist rides past fallen traffic signal poles during Cyclone Phailin at a road crossing in
Berhampur, India
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A flooded temple after Phailin cyclone at Jajpur in Odisha.
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A cyclone-damaged petrol station is pictured in Berhampur, about 180 kilometers south from the
eastern Indian city of Bhubaneswar, on October 13, 2013.

78 Cherrywood Dr,

Nashua, NH-03062

Phone. 6038882095 (R)
Email. Nsahoo@yahoo.com

( Disclaimer: Some of the images/news are from various media and
being used for non-profit use only towards public interest.)
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Interview

An Interview with Birendra Jena

Arun Das Memorial Kalashree Award winner for 2013

[ Birendra Jena is the Arun Das Memorial Kalashree Award winner for 2013, an award given by OSA in the field
of contribution towards performing art. He is an actor par excellence. Even with a small role, he creates impact
in the heart of the audience. He is a writer too. His first collection of plays ‘dura pahaDa O anyanya naTaka’
released this year. A discussion with Birendra Babu for Utkarsa readers. ]

Utkarsa : Congratulations for receiving the Arun Das Memorial Kalashree Award’ for 2013. How did
you feel when you got the news ?
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BJ : Thank you. My first reaction was one of disbelief. | am aware that many distinguished Odia
personalities of North America are recipients of this coveted award. So when | heard this news, | could
not believe it! | had never thought that | would ever be considered for this award, let alone be selected.
It was a very humbling experience. | am very thankful to OSA for giving me this award.

U : What does it mean to you as an artist, to receive such an award ? Does it impact the artist inside
you or the person outside ?

BJ : An award is the recognition of someone's accomplishments and | consider this award to be the
recognition of the artistic ability intrinsic in me and has provided a sense of fulfillment to the artiste
inside me .

U: When did you discover the actor inside you ? In your childhood days did you participate in plays ?

BJ : | have been very much interested in theatres since early childhood. When | was about ten years old,
| had started a club called "Chandrabhanu Club " in our village with the children of the same age group
and | had translated a play from Hindi to stage the play. | also had a role in that play. That was my first
acting experience.
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U : Do you like to watch plays ?

BJ : Yes, | very much do. Watching a play has been a learning experience for me. | very keenly watch the
movement, dialogue delivery, facial expression etc. of the actors on the stage so that | could do the
same. | also notice the flaws in some actors and try not to repeat them myself.

U: During Regional Drama Festival in Columbus, Ohio, | saw a small performance in some other team’s
play. | heard that the original artist did not show up, they needed your help to be filled in. But that
character (a thief) was the best role in the festival — audience say. | still feel the goose bumps. How do
you manage to bring the character so lively in you ? In such a short notice ? Is there a formula you
follow or it is your born quality ?
BJ: Thank you for the complements. It was a very interesting experience. Mr. Niranjan Mishra, who was
my teacher in REC Rourkela called me before the RDF and asked me to do a role for CanOSA team's play
He dictated me the dialogue over the phone and we did not even have any time for rehearsal. |
reached the venue, got the makeup and went to the stage to perform. | am glad that everything
worked out well.

(Birendra with wife Kalyani)

When | am assigned a role in a play, | go through the script and try to visualize the character that | am
going to portray. Then | go to the rehearsals and start acting. Of course, the Directors help me to
improvise my acting skills.

U: Other than an actor, you are a play writer. You have a collection of plays ‘dura pahaDa O anyanya
naTaka’ released recently. Every actor cannot be a play writer. How did you develop this skill ?

BJ : | do not know. | had never written any original play before writing "Emiti bi hue". | remember, it
was a Sunday morning in February, 2010. We needed a play for the Toronto Drama Festival. | sat down
and started writing it with a rough sketch of the plot. It was done by the late evening. A new playwright
was born!

While watching a play, movie or show, | keenly observe the flow of the story and this has helped in

developing the plot. Moreover, | had translated some Hindi and Bengali plays before. That and reading
of plays must have helped me in writing dialogues.
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U : Which area you personally like ? Acting or Writing ?

BJ : I have been an actor all my life. The play writing came much later. But | have started liking it.

So at this point, | like both. Only acting is easier. Writing a play is more challenging and takes much
more time and effort.

U : While developing a script, how do you develop your characters ? Writing comes spontaneous or
you create a plot first, then add characters, then write dialogues. What is the process of your writing a
complete play ?

BJ : When | think of plot, | also assign main characters to it. Then | add dialogues to those characters as
the script progresses. More supporting roles are added as the script develops . While writing the play |
make several additions and subtractions of the scenes and characters. Even | create several endings
before deciding on the final one.

U : According to you what is a good play ?
BJ : I think a good play should have a good story that flows naturally and keeps the audience engaged
and entertained.

U: Can a play inspire/change the social value ? Society ?

BJ : Yes. A play is a very powerful medium. In addition to providing good entertainment, a play can also
leave a very strong message with the audience which can linger in audience's mind for a long time. If
the message calls for a change in social value or in the society, it can happen. | remember during my
college days, there was a movie on the plight of cotton textile workers in Mumbai due to the
introduction of synthetic fabric. Some of my friends were so moved by it that they had decided to shun
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any cloth made out of synthetic fabric. | am not sure if they were successful in keeping that resolve
when flooded with synthetic fabric, but the movie did influence them to make that resolution.

Plays and movies have been very effectively used to bring social and political changes. The examples of
these are the emergence of DMK party in Tamilnadu in the sixties and Telugu Desam party in Andhra
Pradesh in the eighties.

U : In the play ‘durapahaDa’, you have portrayed the Diaspora life of a family brilliantly. Particularly
the dilemma of a father of a teenaged girl. To prove the life in US is better (or simpler) than in Odisha,
you showed the bribery. Basically you showed the both the sides of the coin in both part of the world.
Is this based on a real story ?

BJ :No. The story of "DurapAhADa" is a fiction, not based on any true story. Any resemblance to an
actual story is coincidental. Most Odia/Indian parents have experienced the cultural shock while raising
their teenage children in North America and some of them have toyed with thought of raising their
children in their native place without realizing the fact

that the Indian society has also changed with time due to

several extraneous factors. It is no longer the society of | see periodical reports in Odia
their own teenage years! At the same time, extent of newspapers regarding staging of
bribery and corruption have increased many fold. The plays in Bhubaneswar by amateur
depiction of all these in the play makes it appear like a artists. Plays are major attractions
true story. during OSA events whether it is
presented during convention,
U: Ifit is imaginary, are you happy with the ending ? Regional Drama Festival or local
BJ : Yes, | thought that to be the most logical ending. | chapter functions.
have heard from people that the ending was too abrupt. _—
But | did not see any reason to prolong the story any :

further.

U: Who is your best play writer in Odia language ?

BJ : I think it would be Mr.Manoranjan Das. There have been many great playwrights in Odisha- - -Gopal
Chotray, Pranabandhu Kar, Bijay Misra, Basant Mohapatra. | somehow liked Manoranjan babu's plays
the best.

U : I am sure during your childhood days ‘play/drama’ were the main medium of entertainment. Now
there are TV, Film, Internet etc. Still there is a small group of people who like to watch play/drama.
What is your comment on this change in entertainment industry ? What are we gaining and what are
we loosing ?

BJ :With the advancement of technology, the mass entertainment has gone through a revolutionary
change in past few years. During my childhood days we had limited access to entertainment through
watching occasional plays, jatra party performances and a trip to a nearby city to watch a movie and
listening to radio. Now, there is an abundance of entertainment material, one can watch a recently
released movie in one's home in any corner of the world without even going to a movie theatre.
Anyone can create and post a video in the you tube and become an instant success all over the world!
Multiple TV channels broadcast entertainment programs 24 hours a day. | think this abundance has
resulted in the deterioration of quality and decency.

In spite of the above, | still notice that people still love to watch a play. | see periodical reports in Odia
newspapers regarding staging of plays in Bhubaneswar by amateur artists. Plays are major attractions
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during OSA events whether it is presented during convention, Regional Drama Festival or local chapter
functions.

U : Regional Drama Festival — a great idea. During last GBM, people did not vote in its favor. What is
the reason ?

BJ: Yes, It is a great idea. But unfortunately, many OSA members are not yet sold on that idea.
Therefore, a motion in the last GBM to recognize it as an OSA event in the constitution failed. That
means more work needs to be done to convince OSA members of this fairly new concept. It is gradually
gaining some momentum as evident from the RDF activities in some areas.

U: Recently OSA increased its grant. In Austin RDF, 30 plus kids from Dallas performed in a play. That
means people (children too) like to participate. Where is the gap then ? Is it leadership issue ? Are we
not taking enough steps to make it popularize across North America ?

BJ : Yes, it is very encouraging. There have been RDF activities all around North America, even the
children are participating. But these activities are confined to limited areas. It needs to expand which
needs initiatives from local members. They have to come forward to organize and participate in the
RDF. Once that happens, there will be more support for the RDF. Of course, there are several other
hurdles. Finance was one of the hurdles particularly for the OSA Chapters with sparsely populated
members. This was alleviated to some extent to some extent by increasing the grant amount and the
OSA leadership must be commended for that. There are also other issues. The small chapters think that
they do not have adequate resources to host the RDFs whereas the big chapter consider hosting RDFs to
be additional burden on them as they already organize multiple events in a year.

Credit for bring RDF up to this stage must go to the pioneering efforts by Mr. Sandip Dasverma, Dr.
SriGopal Mohanty and Dr. Brajendra Panda. Their relentless efforts have resulted in sprouting of drama
festivals in many places. But the effort at the local level is very much essential even to keep the RDFs
alive in various regions. It is not an easy task. From personal experience | know that even staging a
drama is very difficult. | am very much optimistic that in spite of these hurdles, the RDF will thrive and
be a popular event all across North America.
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U: Pramode Patnaik Regional Drama Festival during the OSA convention is an attraction. In last
convention, other than couple of entries, quality was not maintained. | know there is good drama
teams did not participate in Convention. People had high expectation, after watching the plays they
were disappointed. How to make sure that the best teams are included in the convention ?

BJ :During last Chicago Convention, seven teams had participated in the Pramode Patnaik Memorial
Drama competition. Other than Ohio Chapter, which participated for the first time, other teams were
veteran of the competitions. | was not able to watch all the plays. But some of the teams presented
excellent plays.

U: You are 2013 Kalashree Award winner and hosting 2014 convention. People are expecting a lot
from drama, just on your name. Any plan or strategy you are going to adopt to bring best teams from
the chapters ?

BJ : | will be trying my level best to have participation by more teams in the competition. | will be
requesting the chapter presidents to send their drama teams. | hope to see a very good turnout this
time with high quality plays. At our chapter level, there is a fair amount of pressure on us to present our
best performance particularly because we are the host chapter. We have started the preparation and
hope to do well.
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U : Second generation Odias — they cannot understand the drama you do during RDF. Do you have any
thought process to include them ? Would you consider them to do a play in English with your Odia
drama teams ?

BJ : In my opinion, the RDFs should be aimed at promoting our language, culture and heritage.
Therefore, the plays should be presented in Odia and staging plays in English will defeat that purpose.
However, in some specific cases second generation Odias may be allowed to stage plays in English if
they wish to convey their experience of growing up in this continent and their perspective on our
language, culture and heritage.

U: Thank you for giving an interview to Utkarsa. Any advice for actors who have never acted but want
to act in local plays?

BJ: Thank you very much for giving me an opportunity to share my thoughts. My advice to them is just
drop their inhibitions and come forward to stage a drama. | have seen it happen twice in our area.
Back in 2010, when we started preparing to stage a play in Columbus area, only few of us had previous
stage experience. But some new comers came forward to give a try and the rest is history! Their
performance has earned our drama team a very good reputation. The second one is the effort by the
Dayton group. They presented a play for the first time during last Kumar Purnima. None of them had
any previous stage experience. |very much commend their effort.

In my opinion, the RDFs should—|
be aimed at promoting our |
language, culture and heritage.
Therefore, the plays should be
presented in Odia and staging
plays in English will defeat that
purpose. However, in some
specific cases second
generation QOdias may be
allowed to stage plays in English
if they wish to convey their
experience of growing up in this

continent and their perspective
on our language, culture and
heritage.
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MICHIGAN

Swati Mishra’s report

After the summer vacation, with the fall approaching, everything seems dull and boring. The chilling
wind hardly allows the kids to stay out door for long. With activities of the summer vacation still looming
in their minds, it becomes difficult for them to enter the regime of school or college. That is when the
frenzy of Kumar Purnima preparations, with its chaotic practice sessions and the fun filled get-togethers
make their weekends colorful.

This year too, in September, we had our customary preparations for Kumar Purnima. Kids put in their
best effort, practiced hard, without neglecting their studies and classes. Moms also kept busy driving

their kids from one practice center to the other, shopping for their outfits, and most importantly,
practicing for their own performances, as well.

Finally, the most awaited day, 26™ October 2013, arrived. The executive committee as well as the
volunteers seemed nervous in the morning and prayed for the event to run smoothly.

The event started with a welcome address by the chapter president, Mrs. Punyatoya Sarangi. Prayers

were offered to the Lord Jagannath, Balabhadra and Subhadra, the supreme deities of Odias, and
blessings sought, before beginning the performances.
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The stage was magnificiently decorated

by Mr Tarakeshwar Pradhan, which set
the festive mood for Kumar Purnima.
Continuing with the tradition of the previous
years, the first cultural program depicted
various rituals of Kumar Purnima, starting
from the worship of the holy basil plant to the
worship of the full moon. The song, Kuanra
Punei janha Lo, reverberating in the hall,
kindled the spirit of Kumar Purnima. Kids of all
age, from 6 months to the teens, participated
in this program led by our senior members
Mrs. Pushpa Naik and Mrs. Krishna Senapati.
Parents of the members, who were on their
visit to the USA, were also invited to the stage
during the programs to make them feel at
home.

The next program was performed by the “Chanel girls”, Tanisha Parikh, Shreya Mishra, Aanchal Acharya,
and Shobhna Sahoo. The girls danced to the tune of Manhattan from the movie, English Vinglish. They

did a fantastic job and looked very gorgeous.
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It was followed by a delightful performance
by the Tiny Tots. These tiny tots, Tanvi
Mishra, Siona Pattanaik, Disita Tripathy,
Swati and Shreya Sahu had always shown
interest in dancing by mimicking the steps
of adults during their practice sessions. So
the moms decided to see their little ones
on the stage. These first timers enjoyed
performing on the Odia nursery rhymes like
"chaka chaka bhaunri", “Asa re asa bani
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jodika” and “Itikili Mitikili”.Their giggles filled us with joy.
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The next program was by the Michigan Bindaaz Kids , Advay Das, Eesha Ray and Arnav Subudhi, who
danced on a medley of Ollywood and Bollywood songs. The star like perfection with which these little
boys and girls were dancing, took everyone by surprise.

After these dance programs, there was a duet song performance by Mr Sunil Pattanaik and Mrs
Sangeeta Pradhan, who sang a beautiful old classic. It reaffirmed old is really gold.
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The song was followed by a beautiful semi-classical dance show. The girls looked splendid in their pink
attire. The perfection of their moves reflected the effort the girls had put in practicing. The participants
were Prachi mahapatra, Rishika Satapathy and Bhuvi Mayank.

After the girls, was the turn of the boys. This time, the boys danced on the Odia songs. It was a highly
entertaining performance by Adeep Das, Aditya Pradhan,Chirag Mishra, Rohan Ray and Saheb
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Panda.This group has been dancing together for the last four to five Kumar Purnimas. Feels great to see
them grow each year.

The boys were followed by the Sajda girls dancing to a Bollywood remix in Kathak style. Both the
talented girls, Sanjana Pradhan and Selina Mohanty, danced very gracefully. It was truly a variation from
the Bollywood dances.

i | 32
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Next, was the turn of Ml ladies, Soma Sahu and Rudrakshi Basantia. Their motto was, “Stop worrying in
your busy life and aaja zara jhumle with us”. They literally made everybody dance on their seats.
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Mr Manoj Acharya and Mr Sunil Pattanaik came forward to the stage with their treasure of Odia songs.
They sang beautiful songs like “Bhasa megha, muje bhasi...”
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Again, it was the ladies’ turn to show their talent. The participants were Pushpita Bhuyan, Ranjita Das,
Swati Mishra, Krushna Panda, Seema Raut, Sangita Pradhan, Bhumika Maharana, Pooja Acharya.

On this occasion of Kumarpurnima, they portrayed through their dance the journey of a young woman's
life from a carefree teenager, to a young adult and finally a married woman. It was a very interesting
performance with a twist at the end, which was dramatic.

Next was the turn of Masti Medley, a modern BollyJazz/BollyPop style dance medley. The Masti girls,
who are always ready to experiment with any type of dance, showed their energy and talent by dancing
on various songs like, Jiya Jiya Re and Badtameez Dil. It was an appreciable performance. The Masti girls
were Akanksha Pattanaik, Anwesha Sarangi, Ishani Misra, Riya Raut, Roshni Misra, Sanjana Sahoo, Sia
Pradhan.

The Masti Medley was followed by an Odia dance based on “jaa re bhasi hasi jaa”. Ananya Kar, Sonali
Mohanty, Swaraj Tripathy, Om Mahapatra graced the stage with their breath taking performance. Each
and every element of the dance was outstanding, from the props to their expressions.
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“Dance Beat” was the next item of the show.The brother and sister Khushi Samal and Ronak Samal did
an outstanding performance.They danced in a hip hop style, which was choreographed by themselves,
They indeed showed their outstanding talents to the audience.

Utkarsa December 2013 Contents Page | 118



@-"a_

There was an address by the convener of OSA convention 2014 Mr Satya Pattanaik. It was a great
pleasure to have him as a guest. He addressed about the OSA convention and invited the people of Ml
to be a part of the convention. People were overwhelmed by his address.

The last program of the cultural evening was the talent show case by the Ml men.They danced to the
tune of an Odia Sambalpuri song.The participants were Mr Sunil Pattanaik, Mr Ratimukta Satapathy, Mr
Manoj Acharya and Mr Debashish Acharya.

There was huge round of applause at the end of the cultural programs.There was a nice speech by Mrs
Swapnalata Mishra, who talked about the participation on the different generation and their spirit in
participation.

The kids were invited to the stage for the “Meghna Memorial Participation trophy”.The trophies were
given by Dr Shishir Senapati, who is a senior member of our community.lt was so nice to see the smile
on the kids’ face, on receiving the trophies.It really means a lot to them.

The volunteers were then invited to the stage.They were given a small token of appreciation by the
Chapter President, which was followed by the “Vote of thanks” by the chapter secretary Swati Mishra.
The hall was filled with cheers and whistles at the end of the spirit filled program.The chit chats, giggles
became faint as the people left the hall heading towards the dining room for an authentic Odia dinner.
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NYNJ

Sanat Pattanaik’s report
Jai Jagannath!

This year, Kumar Purnami 2013 celebrations of OSA New York New Jersey Chapter were held on
Saturday, October 26, 2013 with lots of fun fare. The programs began at 2.30 PM and continued for
over six hours till 9.00 PM in the evening. Close to 100 (one hundred) participants mostly children
presented their artistic skill and talents to a huge gathering of more than 300 guests. This year's guest
presence surpassed the attendance of all previous functions of the NY NJ Chapter. Like previous years,
this year also we had guests from neighboring states New York, Long Island, Pennsylvania and Maryland.

This year’s Kumarotsav 2013 was held at the same venue at Monroe Middle School in Monroe Township
as previous year. The venue has been unanimously preferred for second consecutive year, because of
its state of the art theatre with latest light and sound technologies which provided high-class light and
sound entertainment effect and enhanced its glamour and glitz and captured the audience's interest
and spirits for long.

The programs began at 2.30 PM with guests streaming in many small groups of families, friends,
relatives and neighbors by the scheduled time. The functions began with Children's Science and Arts
Exhibition, where about twenty one children from 8 to 15 years presented variety of projects with
themes ranging from general science, arts, drawings, paintings and poetry. It was amazing to see small
kids presenting their projects on general science themes ranging from physics, chemistry to electronics
and computer science. There were
science  projects of verities i.e.
Playdoughs, Fire on Milk, Support for
Vision —a presentation on community
support by two young brothers in
Odisha.  Two projects on Robotics
related technologies were extraordinary
and mesmerized the audiences with the
skill and intelligence of the kids who
operated the robots.
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There were also projects on
drawings, arts and beautiful
paintings on Indian cultural themes
by small kids. One painting depicting
an Indian village bride by a small girl
of eleven years kept the attention of
many visitors glued to it for long.
There were also several electronic
based Lego and Robot Games
presented by few children. The skill
with  which they wereable to
maneuver their toys and games kept
the audiences mesmerized and they

were all appreciative of their talents and control over their playing machines. All the exhibits were on
display for about two hours and both the children, their parents and the guests enjoyed themselves
fully. Every exhibit of the event where kids presented projects from their academics and hobby areas
exceeded each visitor's imagination and the children were excited all through as they presented their

talents by explaining each visitor on their
project. This Children’s Science and Arts
Exhibition had been organized for the third
consecutive year in succession during
Kumar Purnami celebrations of NY-NJ
Chapter.

The cultural function for the evening began
at 4.30 PM in the theater, with the senior
most guest of the evening Smt. Pratibha
Pattanaik lighting the auspicious lamp of
celebrations. At the outset, the guests
stood up for a moment with silence in
memory of the loss of life and property due

to devastating cyclone recently on the east coast of India. “Cyclone Phailin” had a severe land fall on
the east coast of Odisha and Andhra Pradesh and had severely damaged life and property on the east
coast of India. Adding to the cyclonic devastation, massive flooding resulting from incessant rain for the
entire week thereafter devastated entire Odisha and affected the entire coastal belt and northern of
Odisha. The OSA NY NJ Chapter President Prabhat Mohapatra presented Annual Report of the Chapter

highlighting activities and achievements of the
Chapter in last two vyears under current
Executive leadership. He also presented
financial highlights of the Chapter. Phailin Relief
fund raising drive was launched with
presentation on “Odisha after Phailin” and Dr.
Sukanta Mohapatra requesting all guests to
contribute for the cause generously.

The stream of cultural events was rolled out
by the MC (Master of Celebrations) Ms.
Lisa Pradhan at 5.00 PM with recitations of
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Champu, Chhanda and Odissi (CCO) by groups of small children directed by Ms. Riti Mohanty. New York
and New Jersey Chapter has been spearheading the promotion and propagation of Champu, Chhanda
and Odissi in North America under guidance of Smt. Lata Mishra and have made significant impact in the
community. The mastery with which the children recited the classics and songs proved the popularity,
which CCO have achieved amongst our younger generations.

The next item of the evening was presentation of series of Odissi dances by young artists. The dances
ranged from Mangalacharan, Sthayee, Kalavati Pallabito Manava Uddhara from the epics of Shree
Jayadeba. The talents and skill with which the young artists presented various forms of dance
mesmerized the audience. These teams of odissi dancers have been star performers of our community,
as they have regularly perform odissi in public events across New York and New Jersey area and this
year have won competitions and have brought glory to odissi and its dance forms. Then we had a
mesmerizing presentation of tabla plays by small children. The kids played tabla under dramatic
presentation of a Mughal darbar and the skill and high energy of the small kids in playing tabla
mesmerized the audience for the entire duration of the show. The children got standing ovation at the
end of their presentation. Then the most colorful event of the evening - dance drama "Little Krishna"
was presented by small children groups. This dance drama depicted many interesting and enlightening
manifestations from the childhood of Lord Sri

Krishna. The maturity with which the children
performed various characters under fusion of evergreen folk songs and bhajans kept the audiences
tapping their feet and cheering the kids with applause all through.

In between each cultural program, we had presentation of melodious songs from Odiya films on Karaoke
by many local Odiya talents. To top them all were famous artist duo Siddharth and Lara Mohanty whose
name circuit through every cultural gathering
of odiyas in New York and New Jersey
area. Popular odiya duets by Amar Senapati -
Priyabrata Tripathy and Siddhartha - Lara
Mohanty from 1980s Odiya movies kept the
audience dancing on their feet and
entertaining all through the evening.
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During the second half, a musical medley "100 years of
Bollywood Cinema" presented by children with ever
green songs from Bollywood cinema ranging from old
classics of 1940s till the latest hits of 2013 with their
foot tapping music entertained the audiences all
through. Many guests went nostalgic and danced to
the tune to the repeated cheers and applaud across
the theater. The musical extravaganza was followed by
a melo-drama "Real Odias of NYNJ", a comic
rendition of glimpses on the lives of children growing
up in America as Odiyas with multi-culturalism as
blessings. The young adults of the NYNJ Chapter
presented this drama posing real life events, which
touched many hearts and gave a food for thought for

many parents who have left their motherland to make their livings here and bringing up their children in
a different culture across seven seas here in America.

The closing ceremony was the signature event
of the evening; "Narkare Chahala"- a satirical
Drama. It wasa comic enact of the people
"who matter" from different districts and
profession

of modern Odisha skillfully presenting,
protecting and boasting of their profession and
livelihood in society, by which even "Jama Raj"
got panic. The comedy drama was written,
directed and acted by Lalatendu Mohanty.
Other artists in the drama were Prabhat

Mohapatra as "Jama Raj", Krishna as
"Chitragupta" and Dillip, Bijay
and Lalatendu representing  various  other

characters of Odiyas. The entire drama was highly entertaining with hilarious comedies and punches
from daily life all through. Audiences; both young and adult alike thoroughly enjoyed the show with
huge laughter and clapping frequently all through the drama.

This being end of the second of two years tenure of current Executive Team of the NYNJ Chapter, an
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election commission had been formed and
all Chapter  members had been
communicated two months earlier for
submitting their nominations to elect a
new Team. Based on nominations received,
the commission comprising of Mr. Akhilesh
Patel, Mr. Durga Madhav Mishra and Mr.
Pitambar Sarangi declared Mr. Amar
Senapati as to have won. On their
invitation, Mr. Amar Senapati presented his
Executive Team members for next two years
as follows:
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Mr. Amar Senapati - President,

Mr. Subhasis Tripathy - Vice President,
Mr. Sudhendu Das - Secretary,

Ms. Rima Mishra - Cultural Secretary,
and

Ms. Suman Kothari as Treasurer.

The lights and sounds of all cultural
performances and programs of the
evening were conceived and directed by
young and talented Mr. Tirthankar Das,
the New Jersey based master
technologist and odiya film producer.
The entire program of the evening could

not have been so vibrant, musical and colorful without his professional guidance and technical support.

We also take this opportunity to thank all event coordinators, volunteers and specially thank all young

volunteers who have dedicated many long
hours during last over two months in
preparation of the event and also have put
endless efforts in making the program great
success.

Our sincere gratitude to all of you for being
with us all through this evening by your
presence and applauding and encouraging
the participants and enhancing their interest
and spirit throughout their performances
bringing cheers to the evening.

The tenure of the current Executive Team

will be completing on December 31, 2013. The team expresses its sincere gratitude to all members of
OSA New York and New Jersey Chapter, friends, associates who have been with us together for last two
years, actively participated in every Chapter event during this period and also in special events like
musical concerts and cultural evenings organized for artists from Odisha and supported all community
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and Chapter activities. The Team also
expresses its deep indebtedness to
all friends, well-wishers and donors who
overwhelmingly have supported us during
community services and fund raising
activities. Especially, the solidarity shown
in donating generously for OSA’s Cyclone
Phailin Relief Fund Raising  drive,
which has put our Chapter our NYNIJ
Chapter in the forefront at national
level.
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Again many Thanks to all our volunteers,
coordinators, members and well-wishers for all
your time, support, love and cheers which all
together made our journey to this Kumar Purnami
— “Kumarotsav 2013" very enriching, exciting and
fun-filled.

God Bless all!

OSA NY-NJ Team (2012-13)

Prabhat Mohapatra, President
Sanghamitra Pati, Vice President
Sanat Pattanaik, Secretary

Suman Kothari, Treasurer

Seema Senapati, Cultural Secretary
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Washington DC

Prakash Sahoo’s report

It was great to witness the hard work and practice come
to life on stage so strikingly in color, sound, grace and
rhythm (the less we say about the auditorium lights the
better!). It is time to regain our breath.

We sincerely appreciate the effort, talent, and
commitment that went in to showcase the programs. We . . —

thank our KP coordinators Sushmita, Nirlipta and Snigdha

for their attention to detail working in collaboration with the leads to finalize the schedule. The cultural
event would not have been possible without the help from our back stage volunteers namely: Shivasis
Hota, Sudhir Raju, Balakrishna Dixit & Kaushik Mohanty. We started late by fifty minutes, thanks to the
Capital Beltway traffic. Thanks to Anup for braving the traffic to help us. Once we got started things
moved smoothly. There were terrific performances displayed which captivated audience attention.

Pictures are worth more than a thousand words. Thanks to Babru bhai for capturing the KP 2013 event
as they unfolded located at:
http://www.babru.com/kpurnimal3/ There is music in
the background. The lightning was not optimal and
hence a lot of photos did not come out good.

We let our daughters observe chanda puja along with
their friends in our community, which we hope they will
cherish with fondness - In fact they will remember
Sukanti Apa for this! Food was enjoyed by one and all,
with Urmila Apa and many volunteers at the helm we
were good on this department. Kids were happy to get a
trophy and a certificate for participation in KP 2013 from Chabi Apa.

It was a honor to have Guru Meera Das (from Cuttack) and Guru Jayanti Paine Ganguly (from Herndon)
perform together on stage for everyone to admire. The spirit of Kalinga was all over the place. We thank
the Voice of Kalinga singers to regale us till the very end with their vocal talent. People eating outside
the auditorium had their ears trained on the live songs.

Thanks to our sponsors for their generous contributions for upgrading the music system (which went a
long way to enhance our drama, song and talks using the
wireless microphones that we acquired) and for
contributions towards the Lucky Draw Raffle. They are:

. Sangeeta and Prafulla Nayak
. Pinky and Suijit Das

. Krishna Behera

. Rosy and Raja Panigrahi

. Bijaylaxmi and Pratap Dash

. Deepa and Devanand Das

AU, WN -
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7. Priti and Kaushik Mohanty

8. Subhra and Kirtan Sahu

9. Madhabi and Upendra Das
10. Swati and Bijay Satpathy

11. Manaswini and Prakash Sahu

If you attended the KP 2013 (or a past event) and forgot
to contribute, kindly mail us a check payable to 'OSA DC'
to our treasurer:

Mr Bijay Satpathy
42009 Ural DR, Stoneridge, VA 20105

Please plan and prepare for the following OSA National sponsored events (we will provide details as we
firm up...):

1. Odia Speech (for Kids)
2. Chanda,Champu,Odissi (for Kids)
3. Regional Drama Festival (Adults & Kids)

We look forward to meeting you next year. Best wishes
and Regards,

OSA Washington DC Chapter Office Bearers
email:osadcl @gmail.com
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CANOSA

Sudeshna Patnaik’s report

Under the banner of Canada Odisha Society of the Americas headed by President Alok Patnaik, Kumar
Utsav was celebrated on November 24 at the premises of Port Credit Secondary School in
Mississauga. As every year there was participation from many young & talented Odias settled in Canada.

("Kumar punai jahna go phula baula beni" Choreographed by Madhusmita Gharai and
Sangeeta Senapati)

The curtains of the Kumar Utsav opened with Kumar Purnami dance (Kumar punai jahna go phula baula
beni) choreographed by Madhusmita Gharai and Sangeeta Senapati. This was followed by Balakrushna
Lila —Odissi dance choreographed by Chitra Lekha Dance Academy. The most cheered and applauded
event was when young boys danced to the song “jahaku mu ete bhala pauchi” and the very colourful
Kalinga Fashion Show both choreographed by Rashmi Das. It is always amazing to watch how some of
the CANOSA kids can speak mythological Odia without any tinge of the Canadian accent. Yes, as always
there was the Childrens drama "Odissa Ra Jhalak" choreographed by Sumitra Padhi and Nibedita
Pattnaik. The evening also was a spectator to Bharat Natyam dance choreographed by Anuradha
Jaganathan , Jai Ho by Sipra Das and Upbeat Fever, musical remix by Priya Basa. The evening was
complete with a drama “Sei Pachas” directed by Niyati Mohanty.
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(Kalinga Fashion Show Choreographed by Rashmi Das)

The main contributors behind the success of this show were Sudeshna Patnaik, Abani Pattnaik, Ashish
Patnaik, Arun Patra, Rashmi Das, Nibedita Pattanaik, Niyati Mohanty, Debasmita Sahoo, Rajesh
Nayak, Swapna Patro, Srimanta Mohanty, Nilamani Nayak and Surya Sarangi.
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("Jaha ku muin bhala pauchi sea nila sadhi pindhichi .." Choreographed by
Rashmi Das)

The world around us is always busy with work, home and everything else between and beyond that
however some of the members of CANOSA took some time off and worked together and put a
spectacular evening celebrating the Odisha people and its rich culture.
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The California Odia Labor day weekend retreat 2013 - Santa Barbara

Jnana Ranjan Dash’s report

The idyllic and beautiful Santa Barbara saw a mini-Odisha tdurig the labor day weekend. The venue was
the UC Santa Barbara Student housing and all families from north, south and Arizona stayed next to each
other in a village like set-up. The 2013 California Odia Retreat was a very memorable event. One has to
experience as words can hardly do justice.

The (then annual) Odia picnic started way back in 1977, the first one at Lake Tahoe saw 9 families attend.
From then, we have seen this event repeat every year during the 1980s and 1990s ( attendees exceeding
50-60 families) at locations like Sequoia National Park, Yosemite Park, Cambria, Pismo Beach, etc.
Families from northern and southern California get together over 3 days of fun and outdoor activities.
Our kids grew up with this tradition. Now many of them are married and have their own kids. Hence this
year, for the first time, the baton was passed on to the next generation.

Our own Babu (Prasannna Mohanty, son of Deb Ranjan and Mamata Mohanty, Fremont) was the
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vigorous Captain, ably assisted by Pragati & Arati Misro (daughters of Sarat & Biju Misro, Cupertino),
Meera Mohanty Agarwal (daughter of Deb Ranjan & Mamata Mohanty, Fremont), Mukta Mohapatra
(daughter of Deba & Kasturi Mohapatra, Long Beach), Atasi Gantayat Reina (daugher of Akhil & Bijoya
Gantayat, Fremont), Sarina Behera (daughter of Kirtan & Mamta Behera, Rancho Palos Verdes), Niharika
Mohanty (daughter of Sri Gopal & Shanti Mohanty, Hamilton, Canada), and others.

Rini (Niharika) recalled how back in 1982, she had attended the first picnic and danced Odissi. This time,
it was her 9 year old daughter's turn to repeat the same performance. Our kids are way ahead in terms
of new ideas and efficient execution. We saw that demonstrated. Let me briefly highlight the flow of
events.

Friday - as families arrived at various hours (some traveling from as far away as Phoenix), everyone
settled in their apartments (fully equipped kitchen and furnished). Evening saw some quick cooking and
eating at the community center, followed by an evening of homage to recently departed Pandit
Raghunath Panigrahi via his songs rendered by our own Sanu babu (Deba Ranjan Mohanty).
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Saturday - After the early morning meditation and satsang, everyone was off to a hike in the Santa
Barbara hills. Two energetic captains (Gautam and Sarita) lead the way. In parallel, a tennis clinic was
going on for the kids and adults. Then we all gathered at the beautiful Goleta Beach for our lunch
(catered by El Pollo Loco) and fun activities. Evening saw a wonderful children program and dinner
(exotic items like sezchuan chicken, thai shrimps, and desi curry catered from a Bangaladeshi restaurant
in LA). Little kids including Atasi's 1.5 year old son, showed off their talents in terms of playing violin,
tabla, singing, piano, dancing, etc. After all that, a late night mehfil of songs and jokes lasted till after
midnight. Asish Satpathy was excellent with tabla and Prasad Sastry sang many songs. Smita Das of
Cerritos led a fun-filled antakshari where everyone had to join in.

Sunday - Early morning meditation & satsang was followed by Yoga taught by a local professional Yoga
teacher. We again had beach side lunch (elaborate subway sandwiches, salad) and sports activities. You
could see kids doing spoon race which also included old-timers like Anji Apa. Sports prizes were given
out to the kids. Some folks went on a wine country tour. Some young parents took their kids to a
swimming pool. Ladies walked on the beach for hours enjoying the great weather and scenery. The
evening at the Goleta community center saw all ladies and kids dressed up with Indian outfits. Dinner
(same Bangladeshi caterer) was followed by an adult entertainment program of songs and video clips, till
11lpm.
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Monday - time to head back home. A quickly-organized Ganesh puja in early morning set off the day.
Then everyone started the journey home and looking forward to the next meet in 2015.

This year our second and third generation kids outnumbered the old-timers and rightly so. The old order
changeth yielding place to new. We had a total headcount including children of 80. Four families who
were at the very first picnic were here also (Sarat babu, Deb Ranjan babu, Gantayat Babu, and Kirtan
Babu). Couple of first-time attendees were overwhelmed with the love and affection from all families.

Kids had the best time.

Utkarsa December 2013 Contents Page | 134



@>@

Thanks to Babu, Meera, Atasi, Pragati, Mukta, Sarina, Rini, Bapi, Arati, et al. Thanks to Deba Mohapatra
and his wife Kasturi for their tireless and self-less efforts in helping make this a success with amazing low
cost!
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OHIO

Arata Rout’s report

The OSA Ohio chapter celebrated Kumar Purnima on October 26, 2013 at Cleveland , Ohio. It was a fun
filled evening with a colorful cultural program. Odia families from many parts of Ohio mainly Dayton,
Cincinnati, Columbus, Canton, Youngstown and Cleveland had come to attend the event.

The Celebration started with Lakshmi Puja performed by all Odia ladies. After the Lakshmi Puja, chapter
and convention issues were discussed. Mr. Arata Rout the President of OSA-Ohio chapter read a
message from the President of national OSA urging people to become OSA member. Then Dr. Anil
Patnaik, co-convener of 2013 OSA convention, provided convention update with a power point
presentation. The convention website was formally inaugurated by Mrs. Nandita Dash, the chairperson
of the Convention committee. Mrs.Dash also was the first registrant for the convention.
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The cultural program was inaugurated by Dr. Dasarathi Ram, a senior member of Ohio Odia community
by lighting candle in front of Lord Jagannath.
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The program was started by singing of the state song of Odisha, "Bande Utkala Janani". Children of the
community, Somu Nayak and Subham Sahoo told us about the significance of Lakshmi Puja and Diya
Swain and Rhea Sahoo told us about "Why we celebrate Kumar Purnima". This was followed by the
traditional KumarPurnima song "Kuanar punei janha go phul boula beni" song by the ladies.

The children from Dayton-Cincinnati area (Isha and Anwesha Basa, Malini and Meinisa Narlanks and
Aditya Patnaik) with Anil Patnaik sang the song "Ame Nuhen Gandhi na ame Gopabandhu".

There was an assortment of dances (both Indian and western) presented by the children. Their
performances were superb.

Marisa Mohapatra and Diya Swain and performed kuchipudi and kathak dance respectively. Neha Sahu

and Rhea Sahoo perfomed western dances. Sana Parija performed a Bollywood dance number and the
Basa sisters (Isha and Anwesha) performed an Olywood dance.
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The Olywood duet dance performed by the Mohapatra couple (Soumya Sarita and Asit) from Columbus
was very tantalizing.

The Bollywood dance performed by Cleveland ladies ( Shreela Parija, Madhu Mohapatra and Jhara
Nayak) was also very entertaining. Both the dances were very appealing to the audience.
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The highlight of the cultural program was presentation of three short plays by drama groups from
Dayton, Columbus and Cleveland. For the Dayton group, it was their first attempt to stage a drama and
they did a good job. Their play "Pakhala khiar

Bigyana Charcha" was written by Utkal Nayak, directed by Utkal Nayak and Subhasis Rath and
participants were : Debarchana Nayak, Manas Bhattacharya, Utkal Nayak,Dipali Patnaik, Kakoli
Bhattacharya and Anil Patnaik. In spite of the audio problems they managed to do a good show. It looks
like the drama fever is spreading to other centers of the state.
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The play "Kua Chori" written by Rati Mishra was staged by the Columbus group. The actors in this play
were: Asit Mohapatra,Arata Rout, Sambit Taripathy and Ram Patnaik. The play was well presented and
appreciated by the audience.
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The final play "C.D.C." was presented by Cleveland group which was written and directed by Basant
Mohapatra and the actors were: Basant Mohapatra, Rabi Sahoo, Sanjeeb Nayak, Deepak Sahoo,
Birendra Jena. and Mamuni Swain (background voice).
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There were also songs sung by the talented singers. The audience were mesmerized by the enchanting
voices of Anil Patnaik, Kakoli Bhattacharya, Arpita Basa, Hema Sahu and Poonam Rath. The singing
continued well into the dinner time.

Mrs. Nandita Dash was the MC of the evening. The food catered by Saffron Patch of Cleveland.
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This successful event was made possible due to the relentless effort made by our volunteers.
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News from Kentucky
Amiya Mohanty’s report

Bluegrass Indo- American Civic Society (BIACS) organized India Day celebration on October 5™, 2013, in
Lexington, KY.

On this occasion there were several kinds of cultural performances and Indian food arranged by this
community. Manglacharan (Odissi) was one of these performances, performed by Abhipsha and Anwesa
Basa. Manglacharan was originally choreographed by Late Guru Kelucharan Mohapatra.

The program was held with the presence and guidance of Dr. Amiya Kumar Mohanty and his wife, Mrs.
Saratakumari Mohanty of Richmond, KY.
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The program was attended by a large group of Indian families, which gave the function an esteemed
status and made it successful.
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Forty Fifth OSA Convention
Countdowns

Swadhin Pattanaik
Co-Convener, 45" OSA Convention

Y A \
, ‘

Forty Fifth OSA Convention will be held in Columbus from 3-6 July & -,
2014. This is the second Convention hosted by Ohio chapter, last = E—
time it was held in Kent in the year 1985. Dr. Dasarathi Ram was . s
the Convener. In these 29 years many new Odia families have
been settled down in Ohio. A dedicated team of volunteers has been working relentlessly to make the
convention memorable. Here is an update for our members.

Convention Venue :

Hotel : Hotel Sheraton at Capitol Square of downtown Columbus
(http://www.sheratoncolumbuscapitolsquare.com/gallery) is the hotel of the Convention. Convention
seminars, dining, mehfil programs will be arranged in the hotel.

Auditorium : All the stage programs will be performed at the auditorium of Capitol Theatre
(http://www.capa.com/venues/capitol-theatre) which is less than 2 minute walk from the hotel.

Both are situated in a prime location of Columbus downtown.

Registration Process :
There are two ways you may register.
1. Use a Credit Card through website www.0sa2014.org which uses secured PayPal processing.
2. Download and print the registration form from the website, fill it and send it with a check to the
address mentioned in the form.
Please register as soon as possible to take advantage of early bird pricing.

Hotel Booking :

Convention has negotiated a discount price $S95 per night. You may book the hotel through convention
website or calling hotel at (614) 365-4500 and asking to use ‘OSA Convention’ discount code.

Cutoff date to book the hotel in the discount price is 9" June 2014.

Food :
Our food committee is working hard to provide a hassle free dining experience. Food coupon can be
purchased through Convention website before 1* June 2014.

Cultural Program Participation :

We encourage Chapter and member participation in cultural programs. Our cultural team will speak to
Chapter Cultural representatives to discuss the opportunity. Members are requested to contact the
cultural team through cultural@osa2014.org.

Invited Artists (subject to visa approval) :
Abhijeet Majumdar, the dynamic music director and singer:
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http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=LKb7kGMpCus
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=MFDTtvwL8lY

Tapu Mishra, the most versatile female singer who has sang in most films:
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Uk3JRWX56Rw

Bishnu Mohan Kabi, the rising star in the contemporary Odia music:
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ymk12crojVyY

Sohini Mishra, become a household name in Odisha following her stupendous performance in Indian
Idol 6:

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=1QcIX38zbgM
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=96A6LSY2was

The singers will be accompanied by three musicians.

With the musicians, there will be the most popular comedian of Odisha Papu Pom Pom and his assistant.
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Z-ilfucdUiE

Souvenir and Meghna Memorial :

Members can send their English/Odia write up to be published in the souvenir. Children can send their
write up for Meghna Memorial. Write up should be sent to souvenir@osa2014.org before 1* April
2014.

Youth :

Forty Fifth convention encourage community youths to participate in a big way. They will be given
opportunity to organize the programs suitable to them. We request our young adults to contact
Convention Youth volunteers at youth@o0sa2014.org to know more.

Places to be seen around Convention site :

Red White and Boom — A historic Independence Day eve firework at 10.30PM on Thursday, July 3™
(http://www.redwhiteandboom.org).

COSI — Centre of Science and Industry, inspires the scientists, dreamers, and innovators of tomorrow. (A
must see, walking distance from Convention site) (www.cosi.org)

Ohio State University (www.osu.edu)

Columbus Zoo and Aquarium (www.colszoo.org)

Zoombezi Bay (http://www.zoombezibay.com)

Columbus Park of Roses (http://www.parkofroses.org)

Easton Mall (http://www.eastontowncenter.com)

And many more.

Questions and Suggestions :
Convention is yours. We are here to facilitate it. We solicit suggestions from members to make the
convention memorable. Questions and suggestions are to be sent to info@o0sa2014.org.

4893 Alston Grove Dr
Westerville, OH 43082
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@®% The Odisha Society of The Americas

45™ Annual Convention, Columbus, Ohio, USA

Venue:
Hotel Sheraton at Capitol Square

and Capitol Theatre, Columbus, Ohio, USA

July 3-6, 2014

€269 £9%5: Gy
oR o e
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¥ o

www.0sa2014.org

14

2014 CONVENTION REGISTRATION FOR
ATTENDEE INFORMATION
Self : Spouse :
Child 1 (age): Child 2 (age):
Child 3 (age): Child 4 (age):
Visiting Parents:
Address: City:
State: Zip/Postal Code :
E-mail: Phone and Alt Phone :
OSA MEMBERSHIP FEE (required for Non-members - choose one)
Life (Convention disc till 12/31/2013) : $200 | Family One Year :$40 | Student Family One Year : $20
Five Year : $100 Single One Year : $20 | Student Single One Year : $10

CONVENTION REGISTRATION (this includes a mandatory $15 OSA Fee) - Circle one

FAMILY :

| Till 01/31/2014 : $115

| 02/01-03/31/2014:$135 | 04/01-06/30/2014:$155 | After 06/30/2014 : $165 |

INDIVIDUAL :

\Ti||03/31/2014;$75 |Fromo4/01/2014: $90 \

STUDENT FAMILY/SINGLE SPECIAL : $40

DINING THU (3" Jul) FRI (4™ Jul) SAT (5™ Jul) SUN (6" Jul)
Adult: age 12 and up | $15x S40x $40x S5x

Child : age 5-11 $10x $20x $20x S5x
INDIVIDUAL PONATION (optional)

Invited Artist:S$ Cultural:$ Seminar:S Youth Prog:$ Award:$
Souvenir:$ Snack:$ Exhibition:$S Rathayatra:$ Guest:S

Total : OSA Membership(

) + Registration(

) + Dining(

) + Donation(

)= (

Hotel should be booked through the following link. Negotiated price is $95 plus tax till 06/10/2014.
https://www.starwoodmeeting.com/StarGroupsWeb/booking/reservation?id=1310250762&key=4C817
Or you can call 614-365-4500 and ask for ‘OSA 2014 Convention’ to get the discounted price

Please register ONLINE through www.0sa2014.org or
Please make your Total Amount payble by check to : OSA Convention 2014

Complete Registration Form and Check should be mailed to :
Akshay Pradhan, 5885 Painted Leaf Drive, New Albany, OH 43054

Utkarsa 'Decem!:er 2013
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QJ6Q Q6T JQQ 6a6m | 8] 96 JIF 9la @d A ¢ dR AYAIE | QA 8QR
68l 691160 AR NYRIQ AQQR QM. ¢ G C@ TR 69 QUG AR AR 690RIA
2IRIE6Q AAIR 62IA0R | JRYIRARA AR 6QYAID | ey QIS AAAQR KAa!
RI0RQ A0 Q6@ | @66 ARIQE 0K @96 QJIAE RIS B QARRE FIAE! AP6Q
AEIRY YA AT | §Q QAR 6918 QT 6@ |

g YRARFa Y@ @Y QYA QYL 6L “olé@ | QIQI 6QW “Genius is one percent
inspiration and ninety nine percent perspiration- Accordingly, a genius is often merely a talented person who
had done all his home work-” &S] BAQ 69Q HREIR 4OQ K8l 9.8, 698 96 Al
QARG rda JdYay 6QIdleq ~ @Q Q°q@§ Q6A Q62 | 69 6ARID B 6TV
QeQa9! 90Q @2l A9ed | I AR IJYIY AAYRRET 06 H1QRIER I8 2RIAQ AT
6Rl6In €A60E, RAYEA | ALY YA 6IF6Q AR K8l QIEAR1, 8] 6Jasl @3l
4 6RERT 2egl 919Q 217 2GR Qf |
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9 AYRq 99 daQ 96 Q190 Q6D ¢ 928 998 | 9@ JaHq AQI9; SRR

¢
2016 6aln QALIRER | 6096 YFIOFYQ VAPAA FNFQ IFQYIER QLN JO&
gdiq, 2R9g 2ANG I Al PARFR, FQEIAL IR G&ll ARAIAY AT
2QQla, 999 G9n d8Q AFQQ aql Gla Q7 BIFAIe AR, 6996 G6sl AR
ARGIRQ a0 YO8 ca6m Flal GIQl Ig6a Qe @gQYIdl Qal 8 QeRl, 6alIEE
G RIAQ AL | 691 6QRISIFE AT KIREQ 6a161T dFe 69160 @@8em, ATRIQ 9@
2lel 1 9-G0, 2o A2l 6 ARG a6 QA Go196a IRl H1eR ARER JoR6a |
PIORGI 998, AIRGYQ UGB AQQ 768 9 QI R AEEIY | F19Q 6QlAA IR
QAR B 2UPIER AR Q6@, QAP 1R Tl | BT FRAIR 690 AR
Q08 QIAS 2Q600q | I LAFER 2R 9IQIA §I16 AR | 8Q AGH6Q Pl 6Q
AIRAIER 690RIQ AYQY AIRE ¥QE, 69 PARER AR ARSI TS | Q)
6dlQal, 69QR 69071Q 29a Q16T 2L 26A AR §IRINRw “AIag!” AQIRIAY6R
| Ao 9@ geag! ATI6ad TR 698 AQAT JoEE Acad6a agd1ge
6QIR 9 928 Q@ | I 6Rde afa AIg |

AIFIRR 68960 YRR JAAIR 08 AUIQER 6210 6QEIAN : JQR, AU I AR
JARER | 9 08 QYA ALLIN6ER TR QAR K7 Q6@ | Q1Y FLIRN1Q QAR
AgIe AAGIEARY ~ AIRIFQ P QI SR ARG SeaRRI J6aIaTla — 64l 6dlRe
Q156Q ARl QU FQAUSA | 6@EQ YRR MBF @QAER Tleal adal AR
QY | 9916 6gaR 4B AIRg AR QPR FEIE QAT PREA 6AIE ANIR
QA6 KR AR IRl Q1Y QUG FQYUEA | 2GR AV1GER, VIS YT FPIR1Q
46290 EiIe BIaR YRR GI6AIR 2ARRANAIIS AAFIDE 691G T6Q
6GlIE 6QITIR 96 6610 TRln ATAGE6R AFTIE A6 GIF H1ARIEAR ASIRLER |
6@l6d K0l eI dale den 2iedl ol QIERINAR 6aIR SIsl candlia | Q6|
J611e Qe 2Q9I6q @68l UG Slddie @TIGQ GAsdIc @R 6IRAIR QG dingal
J6m dIg6qlld 601RQ, Bldae AQ6dIc Gla QIQYdIR 606 ANIY 6QIACIER |

2la write Elephant @ildie, @ 9919 @61l | dioraa Al 6al6d 29iey @l AN
QJ6Q Q1A ARG ARG F6M GIF 6CITN QRQ MRILIGT AJLIR QAR | 63 RIGQ
2101 O RIFQ Q6@ | 8Q 64 6JIHR QPIA ARX ARG SRR NI | 219
QAR 09 Q2LRAR, IQQ QY Q768 FItdl FI6k QARINQ QYA 6JQ6 6Q6Q |
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6991a% 6@l din QUQIR JI0IF YR 66 KAAlg e | BP6Q 69 ARYR
620D |

dAYlQ 69w, QUIY 694, 949 QPARER) Merchant of Venice6q) 6QRITQAGF 6001901 @
QLY Y184 :

Let none presume

To wear an undeserved dignity

O | That estates, degrees and offices

Were not derived corruptly

And that clear honor

Were purchased by the merit of the wearer !

R0 6Q ARI6E Jagia R derINe | Aadie I6° JdIRgeia 9G6ITalR o1
6CRIRITIRE U969 2eial 99adie g9c 9l KAAIRYR | KIRA AU, 2UG R
RAQ06Q 28ia 1N AU Q8 ARSI R6Q | AAY IR AYS AR 2eIQ 6T
RAARN6Q YOR JOIe Y6Q JT0 64 I 6nda i 6PeRAT 6QTEI T6Q A6Q) 64
6060 ARRRR QAR QA ARG, 69YUQ 99 ARG 2°Eq 69T ¢ IR 626!
2eq 2él dpel @86 6alR JAAARd | 691 @68l @@, AIOR dleal el A86oa!
2Idem g 6616 98Il ARean @I9QI0 FQURIA 6ad8 | Plwq AR agl, 69 691 AR
RIQEY Q8RR | §Q Glw QI QR QULIR I 9R8 K08 & AT, 926 KM @
QRO 69ITQI QR gl A JIRG @ A1, I FIYEQ I AOIRY6M | 69@ QIR
ANGEQ 699160 dInsm ¢ 6remdd Q86 62919 ga ATl | ARRIE A6QE 6QW»
60Q AqE AYY QI 67166 TR, 628Q AR S8Al AR QIS IR A9l RREREM G
QUQ QIREA §9 QRARIEA AR 629 IR | 62 FIQ AEQ, 6AQ ARAICA 6RA
IFER AQQA el A9l 60@, 692 AQ 69 AFYQ FEIARE | AUCRER AALLIRER)
2298, 67160 60 el TRg, Iadl J 67l Y1 F6ARQI ASE 62@ QI |

2lela 99 @8l Q8 AILRIQ-2G6 AQAE 2SI ARG QAR |

QAR 99 598 QA | Felow S0 -LANY 9@ AFGQ ATl FAUR AL 6§6116Q
Sulde 6a6n | 6916 @68 AR ARG INIRE6EE10 F66 QR this Felow 6QIM
PIFAIYOR QEFI6Q FR6R 69 RIQAUN | 6AAR 9@ ARAIDY RREUR | 6716 @Q6q
AN QI O6@ Felow of the Royal Asiatic Society 6@ 4096 MdA@ &YW | ARG @lal
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6Q6Ia QIIRR, Felow SI0Q 28 719G | 66159 906 69Q 2l 2ler ga8 28l 62
QRNQGI 2R | AR JL6Q @9 FTUR | A& ¢ “A20 90y Qa6q 926 62Q!
JQ6Q 6900q 69 g6liq 88 ARl ga A |

266 §56| RIARANG YIR Literature Aive 69166 6 @Q&I6M, “AUUE QR V6
6AGIR, 93 PR 604 AVER 27 FRURIAEIM, “Perhaps in the language of sience”. U6Q
QIR 99! 66169 AYFIYER AAQ 6QIAGR | A6 I @al OR 60 949G 6981 AL
QQQ0! | 666Q 26 ZURRIPAQE @1a | 9Yes AT YT 99 ARG | QA3 JRY
AR 2R Qe |

AAg 69Q8IQ A 990!, YR *QAIFIEE 968 Fag 2GR 99! @F GIgIR AYR
@ @2l | O QAR A1QQ | &em VAT | T6@ QRR J2F 630 GEQ QR
FIRAQ G2 IOYAAR FQRE, 6QHSA, 630 AEER AAULR 2E QI @68l FRQA1
Q1 gfe | 69 QU6Q QIa AIa QAR 2raAge Jad o 2Ice QA 64 AgR
394 6QRET6M |

69@ 91QA6Q FIFIR AQAe P6M TIRIFA 2AQIYe! | 9Qlg ARG 2 9@ a°ulsa)
6 QORI R6M GIFPQ JUT RGGI | 69 RGGITR FYARY @R <l G € | AGR
2IEARRIA 621697 AR AT 9@ FAwQ AE-J0Q 69Gaa 698 orall 49 ABAUR
606 6AREQ ? 2R GQAGIQ HsAlaa Q6 Geea | 6aIGM gr acsl ada AIg 6a1a
692 90l GoQ 2R 9R 6dASIQ I |

A4 IRI60TQ KQATT 9e° g 64l A6 IO QOREI FIAE 9 RIAEQ |
YN8 62160 9 6P6RAY QIR B AT JIORY 96 2AQeL? | §o1a6q 64l Aie
IPFE YI6Q 92l 9@ 99IQIa 6091aaT | 9@ AALER §a 6Q8 ca6m FlIF Y6aInE
@8l F19Q AR Q@ | Beil] Y6 A6l 109 a9l 691e @f ada adl eI
QAFALEQ FQIY 6QQ] PREQ 69 P16 ARG WEAY I EANNQ BN AR 6218 |
Qa4 98l @@RQ | 9 6NN gI0 606 2Q 0@ |

2la @ 66 Q@i QIR 6aIa GIQ &I, 64 & 9K 641Q 6@, @ @ 9| 63IQ & !
(6dIaay : @MeQ FRIA 9&° il 4eR)
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aiwla .

di9l F19le @g deumel (4
(2@ 6@ Q9IQ AQIZR d@ J6§)AQ, “Qaqd” d8eI6q dRIFe)

g4 : 2A8 9Q YA AGA FGIA1 | RQ 2AE 8¢ AN @dreq AAde gem
| 9 APRIRPYT ARG 6@ 62Q8 AYQ F6qY | AAIFQ AYQ 3D AQNER
AQRIe @l d6Q IQIa A6QY AT ? @IQ 92l Ade R ?

QQAQ : AFQ 99 FAMGFE A0 IR AF Y, FFIQUTR B UGN QS
QRIREId | 691l dia AEQ YR Al 600Rl | 69 AINEAIF Fal | J6AURR 626m 62
60001 QIPE QU QS KAQEQ | 9@ 6907 AR Vo6 Q@M | |l Q6
a4, A9l 066a A FIPRe | @Y AQIRA A JOG J8TQ IR ARG GRR AeY 8
ZIRR Q6QEI6q | 692 ARIEQ 2RI AR B@ 69 600 YV GO6Q FGRG
6QI09I6Q © A K2l Q6 2 QIR | f1Q QE6Q 69 RIFRE 62Q Q6] X661
@Q @ REYAAIE |

64 6al69 A60oQ A8TQ A1QA6q ARIR Q! gﬁsq&@i | 690 ARIR BN 6966 0
96 2986 KR | 691 1QRER 69TAR AITHAIQ 6Q P 6719 2gR BIa TR
QARG | J6@Ie 0QQ JEQI6a 904 dgY AA6Q QI BAPde QAcq Q@ |

g4 : 28 @66 aoee AFAe AIAIRE | ARIQE A9y AR ARG AQE
AR 6 — g1Ee@ow QB6RIeq ?

QAA : BRIANCIR SRRER 6QG6R ARIQS G AARIAER IRy Q@ | 990 A96Q
ARIQE AQRI AFI6g AARIQS | 6618 AFY JEGIQ QAR | 92l ALFAMR SxIFS
Ay | GIRQERw SRR 9 964q 9@ Q0@ Qd 9O 2R8I | 9@ 9&iel QY1
QIR 962, JYU6Q @ QAN 629 ~ AAIEER P62, F1RRQ QAIRAEA |

@, 66IG1g redlidla 9Qle Aed Aqag afiea | g “aguiar g6, aalo agleasa
60160 QRIS RRAQR ~ 6900 @ ARG AQR 6Q° | AYAER ¢ F68 ARG AL |

gdé : 26T QYR AANQ, QA8 @ ? I2IQ dRIQ 99U IR 88 9e] |
QA9 : VP dg | 9G 908 6QINR, 6062 64 6QIREIAIR TR 60alg 6] | QI

AT@ Q60 | 9@ K34 62IRNAIT, 606@ GIQI YA J6 AYORGI 629 | AYR AN
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6RIR6A I8 AT QIQ8le ¢ A9QEe Qlgcaas 624 @ @9l 691 6718 2ARGI 6QIRE,
606@ 6710 QAR 62@ ~ Al, 6370 adiIgen J 9e8 9@ | g A AINAR 9
Qi Q@8 | 6966 JRI6A 69 AANRL. A8 67166 2RQYE KAE, 671 AE6Q JGUL
48° 909oq gIde 60ag |

dq : 718aQ 2g8 QAN 9GQl A9e @9 012 e QU FAR ? €0 Feaq
626m F189Q 2SR RATRIQ VRRAR 6@@ ?

QAQ : 69 ANNEE QAIQINN AR6RR AT | 606@ AFOIQ PETQ AIEIRY QG
Q1210 2d% gEIce dlEiay JARJE 629 6QlR 6710 Qg | 2led BRvedl AR -G -
600R16Q Q@Y | GaId 26 AGOIQ 6R60 JEIR | 6J606a6R 600RIQ AFQ ATE
2d96 JQ, 69606a6R F18FQ JMI6AIN BRAGUING QRS | Q8¢ 9@ QRAIRR
Q6R YEH6AI TRREA BURRD 621 F1RAQ PR YYD | 63606@6R AR
A0 Qe AGY JORIG A6QlR 1R 62@ F8dQ §IAgaa |

44 : 904219 #1ee d6@ aqe — Y8eq 2A8 FITF A FQF ? AR MR Y
QR AFRPIR 6297 ? QIO FQYIF V6 FRQ VAR 2QgIER EIT-AFA-
600QI6a AGRA RACIER, Fg ALY 64 2AGFA RAQ A9 &§ ?

QAQ : QYREQ @1QR FQI1AQ | 60RAIR TG QIR | 2Ql AFRYQ | 999 Qe
@66 TUMIFR JUQ AP AR AGAIAY | 6d606R6R I QAR AINER AAES 29,
69606Q6R 69 G@ 2Igl 9@ YA QRSN |

Al QAR WERYA AP | FERNAQ Al 6IANQ AUIFINER PERAR Y&, 699Q 6460
gdf 6a6m@ 69 A9 IR AQQYIY 6000Iq @ dRQd | @g-0%0 690Ql FIaIa AIQ
QASRE | B6@ 2dIe QReQ A6 @Y AeQ ORI QMG AAe Aal | 98 Fer 98
PR ORYOR Q@I A LAY IS | A6AINR ARl 0RI-9F g J8T | FERAAER
ARl OQNG! QRAIEQ JFAY! @Q TR JIFR | AEYQ KNG JFIV I RERAG)
QRAIEQ TIQE @Q TR JQANEIER ARG, JFE1R IG° 600RIA SIRIQLD |

@2ld 92 6060Ia QIF A F6RAG A0 ¢l Jlia JI6Q AR | 699RI0 2R
6N | 2691 Bl FJQY QIR XY | 6000l QB RERAALR A A9 | K] §1810aR
QP 99 IR 6000la A% JQCATS KQRE, Ul FERAAY G A2 IR1Qe @4
60a JIQ@ | 64 QUIREE N6RAQ 624 FJQYala |

Utkarsa December 2013 Contents Page | 202



@
4
>

g4 : 910ge 4@a6a fIdecl 8406 & &2 QI 9@l 9@ Jalda diae 6 Qede ? @Q
ARQQY Qe AYFA @IPAE @1eR6Q @8 aQF gl @€l | 698 2P 6l @
69@ FQYUIR R6Q | 6R@ 68F @Q A1 ARA | AL AFEAIR! | 628 A, QTR
2elQl 699R 6QIFQE! | (AW FRRe ea AR 92l 94 AAFQIY ?

QA9 : GINER0IQ 980 AAQ 962 | 8] ARER JFOING A G VAR
QII8R0Ia QI 62IAAINAIER | 2eile 6aQ 99 g8 @l QJs CIPdReIa Asl, I
FACIR PAUEQ | FAARER EAGRA 69RNE RIE AUER, GIR 6JASNA YA AUER

|

Y YIFe8 69981668 I8 96Q | 69 69606a6m 69 6JQSIOIQ BARG, 6960606 64
99 ARIQE PES | AN QR Q6 AN ARIQS 6QIF QERG! AIRAIER | @66
A600Q 7181 6076 Jensie R6QINAIER, 6ATG @68l Jemela QI QAR 6
AR 8F @ 6QIRdIEQ | 6dQ8I-dEQl 4@ 6LERRIR ATRE, I8 A QIR |

Ql, 62168 Qge @l QaRel 4aa Jia AR 6291 I AT | 6aAIER 698
AQAIRIG6Q Yoaee @ Q2 |

g4 : 9Qge 99aF TR 9@ JIA 699 9@ Qe6gae 28al L1ea! QIR 2AAE
Qe Q@ & 9

QA9 : 6991 98 QYAIQ ~ ALY J 9R8 QEw, AR, 6PN, FRYAI Ie°
2IgQ /8 |

2198 99T 12aQ 2geq @ @19IQ ¥Qe3 ~ K29l QMY | AR ~ 99q RN
cRSe K8l @9 ~ 69 ©lQ 69dIg An AJIRsM GIa QUILE KIS AIE° | FRFR
QIa ABIA QRIA 69916Q AUTEM ARG ALY QYRR GG 6QARRQ | A9
2lade 9§ P96 6 AQR | 6069 699 6976 AALRI BRIS AR AER 996
2IgQ @98l F12aQ JQed MY QLS |

49 : @66 FQegQ 2R-48 A Ae Feq AR Aegieq 989 AAIR-° IR
6QQl6Q @R AP AG § ? QAU 9QU, @68l FERAARW QAR @8 !RQQIEQ G
AQF AR |9
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QQAQ : Ql, 62l6T BYV QI | AIR-F1 @AG QLG 0F KT QIR AV
RQ8e ~ IRQ 69asl dla ATIAS Q76Q QIS &9 | IQl 6@ 62 adeaId | @
626M 69 @66l A1, 990 ga AHIIG KARG! | @FicAIS! @l SIFR 69071 Y661
@d1 22°gaY 629l 2dl AQAAN | AP 6@, &Y AUVEY AAR I QIFFERATY |

g4 : @86lq QQIQ 629IQ QI¢ R ?
QQQ : 2°94 2 AadE ~ ANRRR1 AISER |

d4g : 29NQ QIge Rl K6 ? IO elq FAFQ 2R Y 6QIRARS & ?

QAQ : 9@ 2cP 2QYR AAEA AQUIS FAQl, 6061 6@4Ql AAY AR 629 A
219°, 22°-990 QI9Ql, QAR AR | 6K6EEAER R6E! AL AYR 6@, 6I6FEAER
0o §oQ A 629 2RR | A9Y APYE G ARG 62@ AURREANA I 99 ALY |

d¢ : @Il Q96Q 2gl A4l A9e ? ad 89Q8 QIR gl ALY AEIYERA
ARG~ AAEQ Al ARQ AN QAP Y IR FIJ A6Qq @RQ AQQI-
QQd-adY 98 Queq ?

a&a L 299 QOQ AL QU6Q Q6@ | 9R9Ie 94 IRl G B4 26l QAR 2l QA
AiQdea |

9 98Q 99 QY Q@8 ~ 2Flq AAYg QIS ssiea AQRSl A6Q 26r 69@ Gl6q)
QRUFE | 2FQ 2N e 9 QUQIe | 2gl QIR 98 964 QU6 |

aé : AAs QFAMF-AQUIQ AR, @68 IV AR AQYe @YY | A&
@190Q A4 @6l ?

QA9 : sl AQ FeEINEIR AR Q8 KA ~ AR “AQUIAT” @ QIS | 69
#1900 A SE 190 ATIQ AQ Q62 | 26 9Qd gda 98Ie Kddla | Q67
QAFF BQ AGYQ AFIQ AQl 9HQ ARIR @48l | 608R 2 99 YA AR |
69216Q, 622 @48l 6Qal AA@ Q62 | 69 ARINER AR F66 AT 2016 @9, 698 Q04
ol 99 JEdy | @Al AQ6Rd Q6168 2R |

g4 : AFeeIa 2la 88 qe 28 28 @ ? 6AAR QY @IQI6A QNIAG 98, AIQ!
SRIe G AARAIT 6191 AG6 ARG 629 ARRIFIA ¢R FOIeRIg F1QAQ I
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@QQl, QI 9QI0IQ 2R 8 AR QLB ? AN-AURRQ AL QR AR XA
FeeIq BWedieel 2] ?

QAQ : ZRIFARG 9@ GAlg | SA8 6066 6060 Bl J6@ 64 G9IQ 2IQQ 2ldg Jal
ARI68 QR 698 |

2Igss 9§ 030 S0 49 96y | ARG G AARAITR ABIR, I2| A6l AT QEA
AR YE6Q AN 6QladlEa ? 698dla JQIIte 928 ~ 2de M, 2dg ga | A9l
IR, 0lQ QGGG 2TING! AIY | BGUR 62Q16a @ A@E A6q Qltedl |

g4 : FgaYQ ¢ QU6a Q44 @l AQYQ |8 I VS @ ?

QAQ : 99 QU6Q AR, QA AU6R FFQ-YQ| AQYA 3666 MR | Qg |
QR 6QRER, I8 2R a9 SNANAR YA ARG FATIER | TG AR I
JRQl AQI 2YIee |

g4 : 2A8 @9l Ql 6718 QU6Q FGIA FAFE ? 2AUA YRE] ?

QAQ : 9 G615 QIR QU6 YL FGIQ F6Q | 6918 6alasA AT 2AARQ 9@ | 9
J6RHR 6QIG @ ARINQ ABY | 8IS Jie8 @@ I@° dFaw Jade AId | 6386 o
Y K60 | 69ALER 69 AIG AQAQE QEER, 6AIR FAlS AGES | Bela FRYER
AR 6@6@ | @Q OIQI 6710 AT Q6@ | QI8 IR AEAR I ITQ A9Ue !Q @
gem | 9 98a 98 G4 QATYesa F gl | 4eeQ ealdy | 99l 69IQ iR @9/
Q6@, 4@l 6911 IR 96 |IA G 2N iR AR AeY |

44 : @1eQ6q 9869 A@Y RAQIQ 9IYe QG AQ K& AF ?
QAQ | QEGIAEFOI6R AP 2l AAdE | 9Ql QIR Q6R | @gEs AR Al FAY6E |

44 : QEA1RQ AR 6AYRI ARG AAIRQ Al A8 ?
QA9 : L6 ARG AR V8IS A9 J4a eIkl AAQ AR | 9 6AITR J¢ 6@,

Q66 QRAIQ 28 99 Qe6a AAYIIe 9088 | @Al 629IQ AURIQ ¢ AR FAAID |

(6dIeqY : @R @RI 9e° Y& geR )
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	Houston Ratha Jatra Systems – An Experimental Observation
	Another tree damage
	A truck is seen submerged in the water after Cyclone Phailin hit Brahmapur, Ganjam district Odisha on October 13, 2013. India's strongest storm in 14 years left a trail of destruction along the country's east coast on Sunday, but little loss of life w...


