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OSA Administration (2015-2017)
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OSA National Staff Members

Position Name Email Phone
President Sushant Satpathy president@odishasociety.org (630) 430-8258
Vice President Sulochana Patnaik vicepresident@odishasociety.org | (410) 209-0978
Secretary Saradakanta Panda secretary@odishasociety.org (904) 612-3091
Treasurer Siddharth Behera treasurer@odishasociety.org (512) 537-6042
General Counsel (till | Niraj Rath niraj.rath@gmail.com (214) 250-4009
April, 2016)

Editors Kanak Hota & Prasanta | editors@odishasociety.org
Kumar Bhunya
Web Administration | Bikash Panda bikash@gmail.com (925) 639-9148

Chapter Presidents/Representatives

Chapter Name Chapter Head Email Phone Start
Date
Canada Sunanda Panda | drsunanda.panda@gmail.com | (647) 838- Jun
9884 2016
California Kuku Das kukudas@hotmail.com (408) 416- Aug
7568 2016
Chicago Debashish debashishp@hotmail.com (630) 579- Jan
Panda 4003 2016
Grand Canyon TBD TBD TBD INACTI
Chapter VE
Maryland — Virginia TBD TBD TBD Vacant
Michigan Pradipta Mishra | mishra.pradipta@gmail.com (517) 347- Jun
7872 2015
Minnesota/North- Sarbeswar sarbeswar@gmail.com (612)323- Dec
west Sahoo 9598 2015
MT. Hood Kirti Mohapatra | kirti.mohapatra@gmail.com (503) 914- Nov
6455 2015
New England Soumya sommohanty@yahoo.com (718) 654- Sept
Mohanty 1368 2016
New York-New Jersey | Sridhar Rana sridhar_rana@yahoo.com (908) 269- Dec
5264 2015
Ohio Anil Patnaik anil.dipali@gmail.com (937) 912- Sep
4363 2014
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Odissi Steering

Ozark (central) Radhagobinda rmohastat@charter.net (636) 220- Jul
Mohanty 6588 2012
Rocky Mountain Suvendu Samal | suvendu_sml@yahoo.com (303) 585- Mar
0058 2017
Amulya Das amulyakdas@hotmail.com (427) 754- Feb
5030 2016
Shankar Baral sbaral20@gmail.com (704) 992- Jun
5908 2016
Prabhat Nalini nalinik@bellsouth.net (615)367- Jun
Patnaik 4273 2017
South-West TBD TBD TBD Vacant
Washington, DC Anjana Anjana.OSADc@gmail.com (240) 320 Oct
Chowdhury 6252 2016
Committees and Associated Members 2015-2017
Committees Members
Pratap Das

Annapurna Biswal
Niharika Mohanty
Niranjan Tripathy
Ipsita Mahapatra
Purna Patnaik

Higher Education

Anil Patnaik
Annapurna Pandey
Abani Patra
Ashutosh Dutta
Leena Mishra

Regional Drama Festivals

Sandip Dasverma (Chair)
Leena Mishra
Tapas Sahoo
Gayatri Joshi
Birendra Jena

Finance

Prashanta Ranabijuli
Akhileswar Patel
Siddharth Behera (Treasurer, OSA Ex-officio
member)

Let’s Learn Odia

Gagan Bihari Panigrahi
Pramod Mohapatra
Swapnalata Rath
Sujata Pattnaik
Ranjita Mishra
Sujit Das
Gayatri Mohapatra
Kuku Das

Grievance Handling

Esha Bandyopadhyay Dash
Jyotsna Mishra
Pitamber Sarangi

Guest Selection

Gyana Patnaik
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Satya Patnaik
Prabhat Mohapatra
Sourya Mohapatra, Convener, 2016 Conventioin
Sulochana Patnaik, VP, OSA ( Ex-officio member)

OSA Election Guideline

Durga Mishra
Jay Narayan Bhuyan
Abani Patra
Jagannath Mohanty

OSA eVoting Selection

Sachi Pati
Sunil Mishra
Kamal Panda

Convention Audit

Satyakam
Akshay Pradhan

OSA Library

Nishikant Sahoo
Sandip Dasverma
Priyadarsan Patra

Ajaya Mohanty

Sourya Padhi, India
B.N.R. Subudhi, India

OSAnet Moderation

Prashant Padhy
Sunil Sabat

OSA Archive

Lalu Mansinha
Kula Misra
Manaranjan Pattanayak

2017 Election Committee

Bijay Satpathy
Sribatsa Das
Sanjay Patnaik

Adopt-A-Village

Annapurna Pnadey
Sushant Satpathy
D.N.Rao, India

OSA Impact

Soumya Ranjan Mohanty
Abhishek Panigrahi
Amisha Paul
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Message from the President, OSA

Dear Friends,

Namaskar! On behalf of OSA, it is my great pleasure to welcome
you to 48"™ OSA Convention on the Cruise to Bahamas from Miami,

Florida. This convention is unique as it is organized outside of a host . 1
chapter. Very aptly the theme of this year’s convention ‘Ajeya Jatra’
signifies: no matter how big are the challenges and obstacles, we as Non Resident Odias will
pursue this journey like the Odia Sadhabas of yesteryears. We have received various support
from many of our fellow members and I thank our Organizing Committee for their hard work,
dedication and commitment in organizing this event. The venue and platform will be different
but we look forward to celebrate our culture and heritage with same vigor and enthusiasm and
continue the tradition. Also, I want to thank our ‘Urmi’ editorial committee led by Dr. Bigyani
Das for their help in bringing out this issue.

We had set out two primary goals: youth engagement and larger community outreach.
Through various programs we are able to do so with the help of volunteers and chapters. Many
of these efforts are dependent on the active participation and enthusiastic support of our members
and local chapters. Furthermore, we belong to a larger Indian-American community, we need to
put more effort in our outreach endeavors and introduce the rich culture and fine arts from
Odisha to the non-Odia community. We have encouraged and supported the local OSA Chapters
to celebrate Utkala Dibasa and depending on their comfort level we have encouraged them to
invite members from other community to be part of it. In today’s world our youth need to
embrace the multicultural and multilingual society and our effort should be to encourage Odia
Culture and Odia Language to be foundation stone of that identity. We have made much
progress (because outreach events by chapters like OSNE, OSANY-NJ, CA, Ohio, NW, Seattle,
Chicago etc) because of our passionate volunteers and I hope we can achieve much more if more
members volunteer for this and other causes.

It has been an honor to serve you all. [ want to thank each one of you for your support. We
tried our best to bring reforms into each of the decision making processes, be it for convention or
any other executive decisions so that the business of OSA is more transparent, open and
inclusive, and ensure that all our members have equal say. As we pass our responsibilities to the
incoming team led by Lalatendu Mohanty, I request you to continue to support OSA and
advocate for the change to take it to greater heights.

With warmest regards,
Sushant Satpathy
President, OSA
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Message from the Vice President, OSA

Dear Friends,

Last Friday, | was enjoying a rare perfect day and wondering how quickly
the year has passed and we are going to celebrate yet another convention!
This year we are venturing to do it in a cruise to Bahamas, where the days are
always perfect, as perfect as my rare Friday! | am excited and counting the
days like a child! | promise, this is going to be a very special convention to
remember. This is the first time in OSA history we are going to celebrate the
convention outside USA. Let us all enjoy the few short days from June 30"

through July 2™ celebrating our art, culture and our friendship.

| am fortunate and proud to have you as my OSA family. | hope we will continue on this journey and
build a stronger community, get our second generation involved and carry on our legacy to be a proud
Odia and a proud Indian. Let us put our motherland in a global position, so that we do not have to hear,
“Where is Odisha?” It is our duty to put her in a pedestal and let the world recognize our contribution to
the world through its unique art and culture. Most recently, Sri Shradhananda Mishra, a prominent OSA
member and an Odia entrepreneur, of Canada donated five million dollars to Royal Ontario museum to
enhance the commitment to south Asian art and culture. Morning shows the day and this example is
just the beginning.

Today, | would like to take this opportunity to state that as the Vice President for the last two years |
have made several new friends, learnt to know some of you and your valuable contribution to this
society. | salute you for your selfless contribution to build a family, our OSA family. | am proud to be a

member and proud to have you as my friend.

Thank you for giving me the opportunity to be part of our current dedicated official members of OSA

and welcome our newly elected officials. Let us enjoy our friendship and continue our journey together.

Sulochana Patnaik
Vice-President, OSA and Convener-De facto, 2017
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Message from the Secretary, OSA

QQQ,

| would like to welcome you all and your family to the 48™ OSA first
ever Bahamas Cruise convention from Miami, FL. The Odisha Society of
The Americas is proud to host this cruise convention for the first time in its
history. I'm sure the hard work of all the volunteers for this 48" convention
will be duly noticed by the guests, esteemed members and their families. |
wish all the best to all volunteers of this convention.

| would like to take this opportunity to update you all about some of happenings in OSA since July
2016. OSA Executives stated their effort to host first ever Cruise convention by talking to some esteemed
members in community, Royal Caribbean and Carnival cruise lines. Later with consensus with BOG, we
decided Bahamas as our destination from Miami through Royal Caribbean. Also for the first time we have
decided to host the convention website within Odishasociety.org domain so that we don’t have to pay for
domain, manage & maintain, then eventually delete it after the convention. By hosting it within our own
domain, we can have archives for each year of hosting web contents going forward.

On January 6™ 2017 OSA received Prabasi Odia Sanmmana award from President of India in
presence of Chief Minister of Odisha by the Odisha Forum at New Delhi. Myself and Sushant Satpathy
were honored to receive the award on behalf of OSA. The list includes some prominent NRIs residing
outside India who has achieved remarkable success in their respective professions. The awardees have
been carefully selected by a panel of eminent jurors headed by Justice G.B. Patnaik, ex-chief justice of
India. I'm proud to mention that we also have some our own OSA members in the list that includes Dr.
Lalu Mansinha, Dr. Sitakantha Dash and Dr. Ajay Mohanty.

The 2017 OSA election was held for the positions of President, Vice President, Secretary and
Treasurer for OSA. The OSA Election Committee members consisting of Mr. Bijay Satapathy, Mr. Sanjay
Patnaik and Mr. Sribatsa Das has completed the election process and submitted the results to OSA
Executives on February 22, 2017 and OSA BOG has approved the election results. All positions were
uncontested. Following is the list of the newly elected OSA executives for 2017-2019: Lalatendu Mohanty
— President, Susil Panda - Vice-President, Amar Senapati — Secretary, Sachi Pati — Treasurer. On behalf
of OSA Executives and the BOG, | congratulate all the newly elected OSA officials for 2017-2019 and
wish them well.

| would like to thank 2017 Election Committee members Mr. Bijay Satpathy (Chair), Mr. Sribatsa
Das and Mr. Sanjay Patnaik for their dedication, hard work and diligence in carrying out this process.
Although the 2017 election process concluded early because there was no contest, the planning and
preparation took place over more than a year starting with selection of an eVoting system, communicating
the change, preparing voting roll for eVoting and devising alternate method for participation etc. Also a
bunch of thanks to Mr. Sunil Mishra and Mr. Kamal Panda for their help with selection of the eVoting
System and past election committee members for their counsel to the current Election Committee.
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In Aug 2016, Kuku Das joined BOG as Chapter President of California Chapter. In September
2016 Soumya Mohanty joined BOG as Chapter President of New England Chapter. In October 2016
Anjana Chowdhury joined BOG as Chapter President of Washington DC Chapter. In Mar 2017 Suvendu
Samal joined BOG as Chapter President of Rocky Mountain Chapter. | encourage all other chapters due
for elections (normally every 2-4 years) to elect their new representatives in a fair and democratic
manner.

Canada, California, Ohio, Southern, NY-NJ, Michigan, and MD/VA chapters celebrated various
events around Utkal Dibasa. Finally as of May 2017 the total OSA membership is at 1278 families.

Again | would like to request every one of you to stay actively engaged in our OSA family
activities and help us to grow as a community. | strongly encourage and request all members to update
their spouse’s email id and verify the address on OSA directory. Please keep visiting our OSA web site
http://www.odishasociety.org for update to information about our various activities, newsletter Utkarsa,
monthly Board Of Governors (BOG) meeting minutes, yearly general body meeting minutes and
many more. The Chapter and committee pages have been updated with latest information. If you want to
contact the executives or any chapter representatives you can also find the contact information.

As always, we conduct the monthly BOG meeting among chapter presidents and OSA executives
every second Sunday at 7:30 PM EST. Below are the links to the minutes..

http://www.odishasociety.org/bog-meeting-minutes/

If you have any suggestions or feedback, please contact me at saradapanda@hotmail.com or at
secretary@odishasociety.org
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Message from the Treasurer, OSA

Dear OSA Members,

Welcome to the new unique fun filled 48th annual OSA Convention
in the Atlantic Ocean between Miami, FL and Bahamas from June
30™ through July 2. Normally, chapters volunteer to host annual
event with the support of the local Odias. But, this time no chapter
came forward to host the gathering of the Odias. We, the OSA
office bearers, with the minimal support from others are hosting
the convention in the Royal Caribbean Cruise. We have attempted
to make this a memorable event by, letting the attendees (a) Watch
Odia cultural activities, (b) Attend high quality entertainment
programs by the Royal Caribbean Cruise, (c) Attend picnic in

Nassau Island, etc. Like the past, we are continuing to promote and encourage Odia culture in USA by
conducting Annual Convention in North America, Regional Drama Festivals, Utkala Divasa, CCO, Odia
Language development and other chapter level activities. | will like to thank Anil Patnaik from Ohio,
Khuku Das from California and Parag Mishra from Michigan to organize the convention related activities
in the cruise ship.

Last year we had a successful membership drive and our overall membership grew by 42. Over time our
membership has consistently grown and now our organization has 1278 members. From the table below
we can see our growth is mainly on the permanent Life Members.

Category July 31% May 31°% May 31" Increase since

2015 2016* 2017** May 31% 2016
Life Members 963 995 1015 20
Benefactors 42 42 42 0
Patron 51 51 51 0
5 Year Member 62 61 67 6
Annual Member 84 87 103 16
Total 1202 1236 1278 42

* Doesn’t include new members registered for 2016 convention
** Doesn’t include new members registered for 2017 convention

Due to the tremendous effort from our community, chapter presidents and the convention volunteers
we have managed to reach the high membership. We could not have reached the milestone without
their support and hard work.

Financially, we are in a much stronger position than before and mainly because of:
e Surplus money from past annual conventions,
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e Increase in membership and upgrades of membership, and
e Tight control of expenses

Over the last 2 years the total balance has grown from $229,474.35 to $283,985.05. From the table
below, the big jump is in the long term investment and the expense & other funds. The money has
grown by about $54-K over a span of two years. After a long effort we finally closed the 2015
Convention account in Dec. of 2016 and finally published the financial details to OSANet in April of 2017.
We are also in the final stages of closing 2016 convention account.

Category May 31* 2015 May 31% 2016 May 31% 2017**
Relief Fund 15,598.12 16,818.12 17,598.12

Long Term Investment* 156,321.75 174,870.74 185,512.63
Expense + other funds 57,554.48 72,982.57 80,874.30

Total 229,474.35 264,671.43 283,985.05

* Includes the total amount in TD Ameritrade and cash in Bank of America account.
** The total does not include $ 20,000.00 advance to 2017 OSA Convention

In June of 2015 we opened a Savings Bank account in Bhubaneswar, Odisha. Last year we could get
online access to view the transactions associated with the account. The account is enabling people and
institutions to donate money to OSA in Indian Rupees. The money in the account can’t be repatriated to
US dollars. They can only be used for expenses in India. As we do not have an entity registered in India,
we are having hard time to file the taxes in India. Thus we haven’t paid taxes for the 2 financial years:
2015 - 2016 and 2016- 2017. The current balance of the account is:

Category June 1% 2015 - May 31% 2016 June 1% 2016 - May 31% 2017
OSA Rs. 81,577.72 Rs. 832,711.99

Previous convention Rs. 233,661.601 Rs. 0.00°

Current convention Rs. 300,000.002 Rs. 0.00*

Total Rs. 615,239.32 Rs. 832,711.99

12015 convention
22016 convention
* Includes 2015 & 2016 money
#2017 convention

All of the achievements have been possible because of good support from our President Sushant
Satpathy, Vice President Sulochana Patnaik and Secretary Saradakanta Panda.

Siddharth Behera
Treasurer, OSA (2015 - 2017)
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Message from the Convener, OSA

Friends,

It is an honor and a privilege to welcome you all to the 48th OSA annual
convention as the Convener and Vice-President of OSA. As you all know, this is
one of a kind as the convention is held for the first time in a cruise in OSA
history. During June 30" to July 3™ 2017 we will travel and celebrate the
convention on a ship called, “Enchantment of the Seas” of Royal Caribbean,
while it will be travelling from Miami to Bahamas and will return back to Miami
on July 3™ morning. This trip on a vessel on the sea reminds me of the
numerous journeys taken by the Odia “Saudagars”. You will be celebrating this
convention on this ship as a symbolic trip of our ancient “Boita Jatra”.

If you recall, unlike previous conventions, during the closing ceremony of 2016 Convention, we
could not announce where the 2017 convention would take place. Traditionally by the conclusion of a
convention, one of our OSA chapters takes the responsibility to host the next convention. We had one
chapter tentatively agreed to host 2017 convention and the same was conveyed in the BOG meetings
but unfortunately, the chapter pulled out at the last moment. Then, after the 2016 convention was over,
we, the OSA executives continued our effort of negotiating with different chapter presidents. Some
chapters did not want to host because recent conventions have become too expensive; some wanted to
host the 50th convention instead. We were left with options either to host in Chicago or have it on a
cruise. BOG members overwhelmingly decided for the convention ona cruise to Bahamas and the
journey continued...

It is not an easy task to plan a cruise convention. However, with a renewed vigor when we finalized
to have our convention on the cruise to Bahamas, we expected people would come forward and accept
the newness and enjoy our friendship like any other convention, only in a different place, in a different
atmosphere. The convention cultural program will be held on a 2000-seating auditorium with all
amenities and we will have 3000+ co-travelers with an option to come and enjoy our cultural program.
We are looking forward to our "Bana Bhoji" on a private beach in Nassau with Odia friends on the island.
Our youth will have a great time; there are many programs on the cruise and we have planned an outing
for them to enjoy snorkeling, scuba diving etc while on the island.

Although we knew that there are challenges for OSA executive members to take the responsibility to
host a convention. First, the concept of a chapter hosting a convention is lost and thereby, it was hard to
get cooperation from OSA members and respective chapters. Secondly, we had to face new challenges
to plan a convention on a cruise, which had never happened in OSA history. We are delighted with the
help from fellow members and long distance planning and coordination to host all activities done in a
regular convention and some more.

Nonetheless, we, the executive members, hope this convention will not only offer an opportunity
for us to enjoy the cruise along with our OSA family friends, we will also enjoy our culture, art, and
literature together as in previous conventions. We will continue our journey, “Jatra” of progress through
unity and solidarity. We hope that this convention would be a unique and exciting one to remember.

Sulochana Patnaik
Vice President
Convener, 2017 OSA Convention
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Editorial: The Unstoppable Journey

Dear Friends
Greetings!

This is a very special time in OSA history. The annual convention is taking a new path, the path
completely unexplored before. This risk is taken with determination to continue the tradition of our
annual get-together irrespective of the obstacles that we faced this year. None of the chapter
representatives came forward to organize the annual convention and there were limited alternatives
that were available to continue with the tradition.

Many thanks to OSA officials for taking this innovative
initiative for organizing the convention in a cruise to Bahamas.
The list of registrants is a very discouraging factor. Instead of
increasing day by day, the number is decreasing and some
previously committed OSA members are dropping out from
their commitment. However, OSA officials have pursued, kept
their determination and we will have the cruise convention
with full annual rituals, inauguration, General Body Meeting,
Mehefil, Poetry Reading and so on.

Because of the inconvenient nature of this convention, OSA
annual souvenir has also been impacted. Our advertiser list is
down even though we have many inspired writers, both young
and old who have contributed their time to pen down their
thoughts.

Thank you all the authors for this OSA 2017 souvenir issue. Without your gift, the souvenir would
not have been presented properly. | thank our editorial team members Joy Gopal Mohanty, Sikhanda
Satapthy, Kanak Hota and Prasanta Kumar Bhuyan for helping in reviews, decision making and
communicating with the authors. Thanks are also due to Mrs Sulochana Pattnaik for helping in reviews. |
am grateful for their willing assistance, as | am to the contributors.

| thank Prasanta Kumar Bhuyan for coordinating Meghna Memorial award in creative writing. This
award is managed by the souvenir team every year in honor of Meghna from Michigan chapter. We are
thankful to the judges Dr Nandini Sahu, Dr Sukanti Mohapatra and Dr Darshan Panda for donating their
valuable time to help OSA judge the children's writing fairly and effectively. Many thanks to Bijaylaxmi
Sarangi of New Delhi for creating the beautiful Boita in jhoti that we have used in the cover page. | am
also thankful to Tina Satapathy for creating sketches for section graphics.

| take this opportunity to thank Dr Sitakantha Dash for his generous donation to support the
souvenir publication.

Last, but not least, | thank my family members, my husband Naresh Das and daughters Bagmi,
Mrunali and Shashwati for being understanding and always providing support for my passion.

Souvenir is a team effort in a very large scale. The complexity increases when we edit articles in
multiple languages and multiple Odia fonts. Keeping all the fonts reproduced properly is a very critical
task. Thus, irrespective of all our best efforts, oversights might still remain and | ask for your forgiveness
for these unintentional mistakes.

Enjoy the souvenir and enjoy the cruise.

& -'(/./.'quw‘ ,g)_ce R
Big\}ani Das
Editor, OSA
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About Urmi

Urmi is the annual souvenir of The Odisha Society of the Americas (OSA). This is published every
year to commemorate the annual convention that is held during the 4th of July weekend. The name
"Urmi" for this annual publication/souvenir was selected in 2014. The souvenir provides a medium for
OSA members to practice their thinking skills and writing skills and share their reflections of immigrant
life's experiences with other OSA members and the world. Each year the annual convention committee
selects an editor and the editorial committee to be in charge of publishing the souvenir for ~\m
convention attendees. Even though this year we have an unconventional convention, we
have still continued with the spirit of our annual publication for our members, and in \
particular for the convention attendees. In addition to publishing the annual souvenir and
directory, OSA convention editorial committee also manages Meghna memorial award for
OSA youth.

This year's souvenir contains seven sections. The editorial team came up with the
idea to name these sections in synchronization with "Boita Jatra". Our cruise convention to
Bahamas reminds us the "Boita Jatra" of our ancestors.

The first section contains information on the convention team members, OSA official teams, the
messages from OSA officials and the convener. We have named this section "Offering Plate" (Arghya
Thali). Hope you will examine the contents of the plate that is being prepared for the offering and be
introduced to OSA and OSA officials , know about the convention organizers and the team members that
are behind making this convention happen.

The second section is focused on this year's theme, "Unstoppable Journey" (Ajeya Jatra). We
have named this section "Worship with Weaving of Light" (Nirajanaa). Before any special step in our life,
we perform this ritual of "Nirajana". The members of the editorial team have shared their experiences
and thoughts on this year's theme. Hope this will introduce you with the editorial team members better.

The third section contains writings from our younger OSA members. We have named this
section, "Flower" (Prasuna). Flower is a must in every worship, every offering. Please feel these flowers
and their fragrance. Their writing will surely move you with pleasant happiness.

The fourth section contains writings from our OSA thinkers, philosophers and poets. We have
named this section, "Sandalwood" (chandana). Sandalwood paste is very auspicious and has healing
power. Please use this paste to become relaxed from the hot summer.

The fifth section is the Odia section. We have named this section "Vermilion" (sindura). Like
sindura on the forehead is a symbol of focus and dignity, a sign for the victorious and for the devoted,
this section will provide you something that is a symbol of your identity and dignity, and that is your own
language, own culture and own people.

The sixth section is for those people that are no more. They have contributed significantly to
OSA, they have been our friends and they have touched our lives. We have named this section, "Lamp”
(pradipa). This section is our tribute to those departed souls.

The seventh or the last section is the section on important OSA information, activity reports,
chapter reports, new members and the financial status. We have named this section "Vessel (Boat)"
(Bahitra). OSA is the vessel that carries us, our emotions and our expectations in this foreign land. Let us
all make promise of our commitment to safeguard this vessel, keep its surface unscratched and immune
from all types of disasters and keep it clean and beautiful. Let this moment be auspicious to OSA and
OSA members.

2
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(The Ritual of Waving of Lighted)

A6RA QI AYNER....
Ajeya Jatra (Unstoppable Journey) Special
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Coalition of the Willing...
Dr Sikhanda Satapathy

“You can take a horse to the river, but you can’t make it drink,” is a
very apt saying that applies to our everyday life. If there is thirst, there is a
way to the water. Somebody may show the way to the water, but the
important thing is to possess, in the first place, a thirst. As “68iQ QAT SQI”

taught us, if there is no focus, it is very difficult to learn. Many go to sermons
only to fall asleep in no time, because the idea was not to learn and reflect,
but because turning down somebody’s invitation was difficult. Similarly, folks
go to big conferences only to play on their phones while the speaker is
expounding intricate details of his analysis.

Are we, the Odias in America, a coalition of the willing? Do we want to celebrate our roots
through togetherness, be it at the convention, through articles in journals, newsletters or e-groups, or
just meeting others who speak the same language, eat the same food and hum the same melody? Do
we want to travel together though the life in this adopted country of ours, together? If yes, then we
shouldn’t need prodding or coercion to be part of that journey. The companionship would be rewarding
enough for us to volunteer our help, pat the back of another volunteer or just give that little push to get
the cart over the hump. No force is necessary, no complaint is useful!

Some of OSA’s well-wishers have lamented that there is a decline of volunteers in the society’s
activities, there is poor attendance in community events and there is a general lack of enthusiasm in
general! Why? Have we lost that thirst to celebrate our roots? Have we become too busy with our
growing unit family or the demanding job? Or just that we haven’t kept up with time as the cultural
focus has shifted for the immigrants? It is possible that the general cynicism emanating from the
political milieu has made us mentally and physically numb. Or is it that we have forgotten our original
purpose and have gotten sidetracked to peripheral objectives?

| don’t know the answer. It’s for us all to find our thirst — the common thirst. How do we want to
lead our lives, and what environment do we want to create for the next generation — our children?
Should we think beyond our immediate family, immediate neighborhood and immediate self-interest?
Should we just want somebody else to carry the “water” to us, or should we beat the path to the water
ourselves alongside our extended family here?

In the current political environment, it is a time for reflection for all of us on how to mold our
place in American society! A quagmire of intolerance and misplaced nationalistic ideology is threatening

the fabric of life. Kabibara Radhanath had aptly said, “@88 QId6@, 263 QQlg, ANLT QG 6Q1Q; &%
QY 6217, R YL AT, RS 6265 AICEIA |” The world has witnessed many such “@A&”s over the

time. This time will also pass. But let that not be an alibi to develop a psychological numbness and
cynical attitude. We can minimize the impact on our own finite time by being proactive. We need to find
our common cause and chart our course in this society. That can be done if we participate and
contribute our mite. We have to find our thirst first.
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Dr. Gauri Charan Das: Understanding Odia Identity and Leadership in Retrospect
Dr Kanak Hota

Dr. Gauri Charan Das (1941-2017) one of the founders and the first president of The Odisha Society
of the Americas (OSA) passed away on May 25", 2017.

Almost half a century ago in 1969, Gouribabu, then a young postdoctoral
fellow from MIT, led a trove of brilliant minds with a manifesto stating that
facilitation of social relationship, promotion of Odia culture and helping aspiring
students from Odisha realize their dreams in America, were their goals. Those
young men could put into perspective the opportunities the developed world
offered and the dire seize of human potential back home. They wanted to
develop a network of fellow Odias in North America who shared not just their
sense of isolation and nostalgia in an alien land, but also their hopes and
aspirations for Odisha. They wanted to forge a collective identity and celebrate the grandeur of Odisha’s
rich cultural heritage. They imagined a collective that would be a welcoming oasis for the potential
immigrants from Odisha to North America that could render a tenor of fraternity in the foreign land.
Their experiment was the first of its kind among the regional ethnic groups from India in North America.

Their quest planted the seed of a democratic organization that Bertrand Russell would
characterize as strength of the otherwise feeble individual in a megalopolis, where man feels threatened
and isolated. May be, something too was in the air in Boston —the cradle of liberty —the city historically
known for the Tea Party Revolution. The burden of history was still weighing on India free from
centuries of colonial domination. While the nation was still struggling to find her feet in the modern
world, Odisha’s position was deplorable.

When we think of OSA as a large Odia family, Gauribabu is the vital generational link. Succinct
and straight from the heart, Prof. Bijoy Misra calls him, “a blessed elder brother.” He says, “Gauribabu
was a quintessential Oriya. He carried Oriya brilliance, Oriya pride, Oriya sensitivity and the Oriya
camaraderie. He loved Oriya language, championed Oriya traditions, and sought out Oriya friends. He
knew of the Oriya poverty and the neglect of Orissa in modern days.”

Lalatendu Manasinha’s tribute includes Gauribabu’s two hand written notes, one inviting friends
for a meet at Hosmer Auditorium in Hartford on October 8, 1970, and the other, stating the mission of
the budding organization and asking for names and addresses of fellow Odias for compilation of an Odia
directory.

From its inception as a besotted dream to birth and stabilization, OSA as a democratic
organization went through those natural pangs of growth, but with time, became robust and sprawling.
When passion becomes a collective posture, ideas collide and conflicts are unavoidable. OSA is no
exception.

During the last fifty years, migratory patterns to the US and Canada have changed. The influx of
new QOdias joining the elite workforce in North America has been continuous. We may say, largely due to
the revolution in communication technology, the arrival of the OSA newsletter in mail seems obsolete
now, but it was the lifeline once. When the grace of Odissi or the mellifluous lines of Gitagovinda
resonate in the sprawling halls during our conventions, we must remember the pioneering leadership of
Gauribabu for imagining these possibilities. Also, when we celebrate our Odia roots through our
language, food, dance, literature, music and history, we are transmitting historical awareness in a subtle
way to generations born and raised here.
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It’s Time We Talked
Aryana Rajanala

In spite of all the progress we have made, the social stigmas around menstruation hold girls and women
back in many respects. UNESCO reports that 1 in 10 girls in Africa miss school during menstruation. In
many parts of India and Bangladesh, women don’t go into the kitchen or cook during these days. A
majority of women and girls in the world still do not have access to safe and hygienic supplies to manage
their periods.

This story was written for use by Ayati, a non-profit organization in NJ that supports menstrual education
in India and helps procure and distribute supplies.

Isla wakes up with a wide stretch, letting her long, shimmering black hair fall down her back as
she sits up in bed, yawning. She uses a hand and pushes her hair back behind her ear, taking her other
hand and rubbing her eyes blearily. Without actually opening her eyes, as if she's sleepwalking, she
stands and walks over to her closet, pulling out what she believes to be a bright cyan dress. She loves
that one, the way it fits elegantly over her form, curving around her slim figure. And of course today is
the day to wear it! Ayaan is visiting! He comes every month to see her and the town, but it feels like
eternities pass between his visits. Ayaan is Isla's best friend. They met years ago, before he moved.
Thankfully, though, he still visits her. Isla doesn't know what she would do without him.

Still only half awake, Isla staggers over to the bathroom in the hallway, waving sleepily to her
mother on her way in, and prepares herself for the day, combing her hair, taking a shower and getting
dressed. It is not until she steps out of the bathroom, leaving the bathroom mirror covered in
condensation, that she is finally awake. And now that she is awake, she finally has enough energy to be
excited.

Ayaan is coming!

Briefly, she stops and checks her appearance in the mirror perched upon her dresser in her
room. Her hair, however straight and manageable it seems at first glance, is totally and absolutely
untamable. Despite the fact, she manages to braid it neatly and lets it hang over her right shoulder. The
cyan dress is slightly tighter than it should be, but it isn't uncomfortable, and it doesn't look tight on her.
The sleeves go down to just below her elbows and the dress itself flows down to her knees. She smiles
contentedly, the soft features of her face lighting up with delight. Cyan is Ayaan’s favorite color.

"Mal" Isla calls, flinging herself down the hall and into the kitchen where her mother is standing
by the stove. She looks to be cooking lunch.
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"Good morning, Isla," her mother says sweetly. "It's about time you're up. It's getting late
already."

"Ma, it's only seven o'clock!" she exclaims. "So when is Ayaan getting here?"

"Like you said," she chuckles softly, "it's only seven o'clock. Give him some time. He'll be here
soon. In the meantime, why don't you help me with lunch?"

Isla sighs, rolling her eyes. "No thanks, Ma. | think | should wait for him by the entrance. Maybe
he doesn't remember where our house is after all this time."

"He visits every month," her mother says. "l really don't think that he—" She turns around to
look at her daughter after hearing a soft click behind her, but sees only an open door, a gentle zephyr
blowing into the curtains on the other side of the room.

Isla grins impishly to herself as she walks up the path to the entrance of the town, smiling at the
other residents as she passes by, but the smile is strained. She doesn't really want to smile at them. She
wants to smile at Ayaan, but he isn't here yet.

She looks up as someone approaches her, smiling brightly. It's her friend, Ina. "Isla!" she calls
happily, grabbing Isla's hand. "Come on, come play with us! Please?"

Isla hesitates in answering. "Sorry, Ina, but | don't think | can play right now. I'm waiting for
Ayaan. Maybe we can play a little later, alright?"

Ina frowns. She looks so cute, Isla thinks for a moment, being only seven years old with a pair of
short black pigtails bouncing on her back as she plays with her other friends. "Fine," she huffs. "But
please come!"

Isla watches as Ina runs off. She doesn't like saying no to her, but if she is to be completely
honest, none of them really matter to her right now. She wants Ayaan, and he is taking a long time. Or
maybe she's just really impatient. After all, it's still pretty early, and he doesn't usually get there until
later in the day...but at the same time, he looks forward to his visits as much as Isla does, and—

"Ah!" Isla cries as a pair of arms wraps around her neck, someone jumping on her back. She
spins around in an attempt to throw her attacker off, though her efforts are in vain. At last, the arms let
go and she whips around and slaps her assailant, then gasps.

"Ayaan!" she shouts, throwing her arms around him. "Oh, you're finally here! What took you so
long?"

Ayaan winces, rubbing his cheek. "Ouch," he mutters. "That really hurt. | thought I'd get a
warmer welcome."

Isla pushes him back, frowning disapprovingly. "Then maybe you shouldn't have jumped on me
like that! You scared me half to death!"

He smiles sheepishly, shrugging innocently, pushing the pair of of glasses he wears higher up on
his thin nose. She hates those glasses. It always makes it harder to see the shine in his warm, gentle
brown eyes. "Isla, it's so good to see you again. | wish | could come more often."

She nods enthusiastically. "Me too, but...you only leave for a month at a time. You don't have to
act like it's been years since you've seen me! Now come on, let's go tell Ma that you're here! And then
you can tell me all about what you've been doing without me and we can play some more! Come on,
come on! You only have a few days here, so let's make the most of it!"
Ayaan laughs as she drags him back to her house. He loves visiting her, however childish she is at times.
Time always seems to fly during those few days. This is like a break for both of them, relief from the
routine and pattern that haunts their everyday lives. This will be as fun as any other month, he thinks to
himself.

And the visits continue, each one consisting of a mixture of memories and pure bliss, flying past
them like lightning, leaving the gaps in between to drag by in the muddy boredom they leave behind
after their brief showers of dizzy ecstasy. A year passes, leaving both Ayaan and Isla at fifteen years of
age.
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Again, on a weekend morning like any other, in anticipation of Ayaan's arrival, Isla wakes up
with a stretch and a yawn, making her way to the bathroom with a pastel yellow skirt and a cyan top—
cyan is still his favorite color, right?—but when she comes out, she turns white as a sheet.

Her mother looks at her as she walks out, frowning. "Isla," she asks slowly, "is something
wrong?"

“It's those days again,” Isla whispers quickly to her mother. “Aayan is coming. I...I can’t be
home.” And with those few ambiguous words—though they were clear as day to her mother--she slips
out the door, walking swiftly down the empty streets. Why are they empty? Is the world purposely
avoiding her now? She chuckles to herself. As if. Clouds cover the sky, as if mourning for her. Today of all
days, it had to happen!

She goes into a quiet alley in a quiet part of neighborhood and sits down. She sighs. She won't
be able to see Ayaan until it's over. That is one of the evil parts of growing up. Resignedly, she puts her
head in her hands and sits there. She looks up as a raindrop falls on her arm. Isn't that just perfect?

She really hates it when this happens to her. She isn't allowed to be around people. She isn't
allowed to visit the temple. She isn't allowed to run or jump or play or really anything she likes to do.
And worst of all, she isn't allowed to talk about it.

Outside the alley, she can hear Ayaan's voice, very faintly. He sounds like he's looking for her.
"Islal" he calls out, but she knows she shouldn't reply. She can hear his footsteps approaching, getting
closer and closer, and then...farther away. He walks past her. She hears him talking to someone else,
probably the only other one outside on a cold, damp morning like this. "Hey," he says. "Have you seen
Isla anywhere? | thought she'd be walking to the entrance to meet me, but | can't find..." The rest of his
sentence is drowned out by the rain. Isla moves closer to the opening of the alley, trying to hear what he
is saying.

"I haven't been able to find her either," a voice replies. It's Ina. "l even asked her mother, but
she wouldn't tell me. I'll just ask her about it when she stops hiding."

Isla can practically hear the frown in Ayaan's voice. "Alright, but why do you think she's hiding?"

"It's anyone's guess," she says. "But she's older than me, so | don't really question a lot about
what she does. | know this, though; she hides like this every month."

There's a pause. "Thanks," Ayaan says. "I'll go look for her."

And then, once again, his footsteps race past the alley, but this time, they stop and turn around,
skidding to a halt in front of it.

"Islal" Ayaan shouts. "Isla, are you down there? Come on, it's raining! We should go inside!"

She gasps and shuffles back in the alley, trying to act like she isn't there, but Ayaan's figure
appears as a shadow in the alley's entrance, running towards her.

"I'm not supposed to be around anyone!" she calls to him. He stops a few feet away from her,
frowning.

"Why not?" he asks, confusion creasing his brow. "Isla, what's going on? | can't help unless you
tell me."

Realizing that he won't go away until she explains herself, Isla stands briefly, cringing as she does
so, and whispers in his ear. His frown deepens.

"What?"

She whispers something else in his ear.

"Isla, why are you whispering? | don't understand."

"Neither do I!" she cries, frustration growing in her voice. "l don't understand any of it! All |
know is that when it happens, | have to stay away from people and there’s a plethora of things | can't do
because that's what Ma told me before and that's what all the other girls in the town do."

Ayaan puts a hand on her shoulder and looks into her dark, steady eyes. "Why?" he inquires.

"Because Ma said so, and she's been saying so for the past couple years."
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"But why does she say that?" he insists. Isla frowns, struggling to figure out what he's trying to
say. "Isla, have you ever really thought about it? This is just a part of you, something that happens to
every woman, right? It's just a part of growing up. You shouldn't be afraid of any of it. This happens
where | live, too, but we never do anything like this, sending the girls away, and no one ever gets hurt or
anything. Well, sometimes it makes the women feel really sick, but then, we shouldn't be shunning
them, we should be supporting them! Why should it be any different here? You don't know anything
about this. How will you understand what's going on if you can't ask about it, if you can't learn?"

Isla doesn't move for a second, trying to absorb what he’s just said, trying desperately to grab
the words, to believe them. It...It makes sense. Why should she be afraid of this? Suddenly the rituals all
seem ridiculous, baseless superstitions that stayed with them through the ages. Why should she stay
away from people? Why shouldn't she do all these things? Why do people speak of it like they are
planning to commit a crime, in whispers and mumbles? It's a part of them.

It’s a part of me.

"Ayaan," she breathes softly. "Oh Ayaan, I've been so silly! Well then, since you helped me, I...|
want to tell everyone else." She nods to herself, finalizing the thought. She doesn't have to be afraid of
it. She doesn't want anyone else to be. "l want to fix the way the town feels about all of this. | want to
learn. You'll help me, right?"

Ayaan nods, smiling brightly. "Of course | will. Alright, why don’t we start with your mother?
She'll definitely listen to us, and then more and more people can understand. The first thing we'll tell
everyone: you don't have to be afraid of it."

Aaryana Pradhan Rajanala - 9th Grade, 14 Years

Hobbies, Passions and Future Goals: Aaryana Rajanala is a freshman at the Bridgewater-
Raritan High School. She has lived in different parts of the country, including Michigan,
Missouri, and New Jersey. Currently, her favorite subjects in school are Latin, literature, and
choir. She participates in the Model UN club at school and volunteers for causes that she
believes in. As well as writing, she also loves to sing and play the violin.

Parent’s Name(s): Sushmita Pradhan and Nagesh Rajanala

*Aaryana Rajanala was placed 3rd in Meghna Memorial Award Senior Category (Ages 13-18)
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Firebird
Amrita Sahu

L

The autumn leaves crinkle under her sneakered feet. Anyone watching
would see only a tall, dark haired girl with stormy grey eyes slip into the
back door of the bakery. This is her daily routine, come back from high
school, catch the bus, run to the shop. She loves working there, but lately
the shop felt like a small, confining oven. It limited her possibilities, and
lately she dreamed of only one escape - the stage.

%

" The audience is hushed as | step onstage. | hear the first tinkling notes. Step,

" jump, turn, in time with the music as if it is one with me. | leap across stage,

s gliding across the floor. Then... | come to a stop. There is a loud silence, a

™ dreadful silence as | wait for the response of the crowd. But then, just as

- ( unexpectedly, | hear a roll of thunder. No, not of thunder, of applause.

4@.‘ Applause! As one, the audience stands. | curtsy, and walk off the stage,
“ elated.

“Anna?” a voice asks, interrupting her thoughts. She shakes her head to clear away the dreams. That’s
all they are, she reminds herself. Dreams. She looks up to see whose voice awoke her. Anna glances
around the small cafe, trying to find the speaker. The bakery was called La Artiste, and it sold everything
from chocolate croissants and coffee to fruit tarts and tea. It was decorated like a small store from Paris,
as if the owner had plucked a street shop from France and brought it to Pennsylvania. There were fairy
lights along the ceiling and a mini Eiffel Tower in the corner. Sprawled across the wall was a large mural
of the French countryside, a field dotted with purple irises and yellow daffodils. In the far distance, you
could see Blue Mountains, looming over a small town.

“Sleeping on the job is a bad sign, darling. How are you going to get promoted if you laze around all
day?” says the woman, chuckling.

“Mum!” Anna turned around and gasped. “Hi! How come you’re in town?”
“Can’t | check on you at your new job every now and then?” she replied with one eyebrow raised.
“Yes! Of course you can! But aren’t you busy?”

“Yes, I'm actually only in this part of town because | have a school board. Ooh! I've got to get going. The
meeting starts soon, and | like to meet with some of the other teachers before we get started.”

“Well, is Dad going to be home tonight?” Anna asked hopefully.
“Probably not, sweetheart. You know how it is. He’s got some kids who need extra help with their math

finals. Ok, honey, | have to leave.” The woman hurriedly rushes out of the shop as Anna, still dazed,
walks to the counter.
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They never come see me for more than a few minutes. Its okay, but we’re always paycheck to paycheck.
That’s why Dad works at night all the time to help his students. And that’s why Mum wants me to get a
good, stable job. Well, why can’t | become a dancer? | know | could dance in a company, especially after
the audition from last week.

Just last Monday, Anna skipped work for a day and instead went to a preliminary audition for her dream
ballet company, The National Youth Ballet. It was the first company to also use modern dance
techniques, something Anna excelled at. Her audition piece was deemed, “beautiful,” by the judges and
gave her a chance to compete for a scholarship to take lessons over the summer. But she needed to be
in Chicago for the final round, and her parents would never agree to the trip.

I can hear them now, “Of course not! We’ve saved so much hard earned money so that you can go to
college and be a lawyer like you’ve always wanted.” Hah! Do they actually think | want to do that for the
rest of my life? But I’'m going to have to, if | don’t tell them about the truth soon. I’ll tell them tomorrow
morning before they leave for work.

That night Anna set her alarm for 5:30 in the morning so that she had enough time to gather her
thoughts. The next day she freshened up and walked to the table holding sheets of papers.

“Good morning! Oh, what are those, honey?” her mother asked.

“They’re about ballet. | think we need to talk. Do you and Dad have a few minutes?” said Anna.

“Sure thing, darling,” her father replied.

They sat at the table silently as Anna told them everything.

“How could you not tell us about this before?” her father asked after Anna finished.

“I was afraid you would say no,” Anna answered.

“Of course we’ll say no! To think that we sacrificed everything for your future, and you want to be a
dancer? Just because we sent you to lessons doesn’t mean you could survive with it as a career. You'd

starve!” her mom said immediately.

“Yes, you can never be a dancer,” her father said. “And if you still want to pursue this foolish dream,
you’ll have to do it without our help.”

“Fine!” Anna cried. She got up and walked away, sobbing.

I can do it without their help. | am strong enough. I'll use the money I’'ve saved up to buy a ticket to
Chicago, win that audition and stay there for the rest of the summer for lessons.

Three days later, Anna found herself on a train to Chicago, waiting for her dreams to come true. She got

to the company, without her parents for the first time. The audition had two parts, barre and stage
performance. She placed first in both categories and won the scholarship for lessons.
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The summer went on, and she missed her parents more and more but as she remembered their angry
words, she vowed to become the best dancer she could. Enjoying herself thoroughly, she felt like she
had finally found where she belonged. All that she learned over the summer culminated in the
company’s performance of The Firebird. She was invited to be the main soloist for the performance.

I can’t believe that I’'m going to be the soloist for NYB! It’s everything | ever wanted. | knew that | could
do it, despite what everyone told me. I’'m going to be a real dancer!

That day, as she got ready for her final appearance and big finish of the performance she went
backstage to prepare herself. Taking deep breaths, she stood in wings, pointe shoes on and ready to go.
She walked on stage and gave the performance of her life. Pointing her feet more than ever, holding her
back tall, adding personal touches here and there, she danced her heart out. As she curtsied to the
audience, she saw everyone rise in unison, applauding her performance.

Suddenly, she saw someone walk on stage. It was Brooke Trufine, the director of the company. She had
a microphone in her hand, and after waiting for the audience to settle down, she started to speak.
“Thank you all so much for joining us tonight. Here we have a very special dancer, Anna, who won our
audition for summer lessons and showed her true talents tonight. | am very proud to present to her, our
very first Ballet Debut Award. Let’s give it up for Anna!”

The applause started again, even louder this time. Anna hugged Brooke and started to tear up.
Accepting the plague, Anna walked off stage, overwhelmed, to see yet another surprise.

“Anna! Come here my darling! | missed you so much!” a familiar voice cried. “I'm so sorry for everything
| said. You are a dancer and you will always be a dancer. I’'m so proud of you. | know it’ll take a lot to
forgive our words, but now we understand. You should always be true to yourself.”

“Mum! Dad!” Anna shrieked and ran to them. “It’s alright, you unknowingly pushed me to work harder
than | ever would have, just so that | could show you this was real. In a way, this was all thanks to you.”

“Don’t ever say that, your hard work and dedication is what made this happen," Without another word,
they all embraced each other, joy in their hearts.

“Anna! Could you please come here for a minute? We wanted to offer you a full time position here at
NYB after you finish your last year of high school, and we need to work out the logistics with you,”
Brooke called.

Anna gently extricated herself from the hug and looked at her parents.

“Go honey, go follow your dream, and never look back. We'll come with you this time,” her mother said.
“And remember Anna, you are a true Firebird.”

Amrita is 13 years old and is in 7th grade. She is an avid reader and spends her free time writing, drawing
and painting. She lives with her parents Prakash and Manaswini in Herndon, Virgina.
*Amrita Sahu was placed 1st in Meghna Memorial Award Senior Category (Ages 13-18)
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The Truth about Truth

Yogesh Mohapatra

Many people say truth is god. Many say that saying the truth all the time is the righteous way. But many
do not know that always saying the truth is like a double-edged sword, one side could be to save
someone’s life, and another to end someone’s cherished life. A man named Fred first handedly
experienced both sides of the sword.

A man named Fred was walking through the forest, admiring its wonders and look for a nice place to
stay for the night. He was cold, famished, and exhausted. He knew that the townspeople would ignore
him, and would not give him food. He decided to disguise himself as the prince and thought that they
would offer him shelter and probably a feast. He quickly went to find somethings in the forest, and
snuck into some of the villagers’” houses to gather food. He couldn’t see any food there, no food to stop
him from making a grave mistake. He gathered the material to disguise himself with and stole a horse to
make him look more like a prince and not like a ragged man looking for food. He came into town riding
the horse, now adorned by handmade ornaments Fred had created a few moments ago. The trick
worked, and the people treated him amazingly, giving up their houses for shelter, their year’s supply of
food, and most of their valued possessions. He took them greedily and was about to leave when he saw
something that would haunt him for the rest of his life.

As he packed up to leave, he saw the king’s chariot coming in. He saw the king exit, and right after, the
prince, the real prince! He panicked, not knowing what to do. All the villagers turned to face him.
“You're not the real prince!” One villager said.

“You’re a fraud!” The other villagers were yelling and screaming at him. Not knowing what to do, Fred
took off, grabbing his belongings, and ran off into the forest. He tripped over rocks and tree roots, and
looked for a good hiding place, because he knew he couldn’t run forever. He finally found a small cave,
and quickly covered it with leaves. The villagers pursued him, running faster than ever, now knowing
that they spent their years’ worth of food on one fake prince, a fraud. What they also didn’t know was
that they weren’t chasing anything now, as he was behind them. He thanked god for letting him go, and
started his journey back home.

After sometime, Fred realized that he made a huge mistake, and wanted to redeem himself. He decided
to set a goal, to be able to not lie for 30 years, and see how it would impact his life. He worked very hard
towards this goal, as he sought to be one of the most truthful people alive.

On the last day of the 29" year, he was rejoicing. He couldn’t believe that he could have kept this
astonishing goal. He was walking through the forest, merrily and happily, as he sought to be finally one
of the most truthful people mankind has ever seen. He thought, ‘If | am the most truthful person alive, |
must be one of the most considerate people in the world.” What Fred hadn’t known was that being
truthful isn’t always being considerate. Fred would learn the hard way.

While he was merrily rejoicing, a ragged man ran up to him. He told his story to Fred. “Please help me. |
am a very poor person, and | am getting robbed. If they find me, they’ll surely kill me.  Just tell them |
ran off, while | will be actually be hiding underneath that shrub. Please!” The man pleaded and pleaded
to help him, but Fred was determined to keep his goal. He was determined to finish what he had started
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30 years back. When the robbers came, he told them where he was hiding. As the man was about to be
taken away, he screamed. “I curse you to lose everything that you own, everything you love and curse
you to repent for the rest of your life about what you did!” With that the man disappeared, right off the
robber’s shoulders, in a flash of white blinding light. The robbers and Fred, all terrified, ran as fast as
their legs could take them. Fred ran back to his house, but when he reached, nothing was there. When
he screamed for his wife and children, nothing responded to him. His house, his belongings, everything
was gone. He sat down and repented, crying on the land that used to be his, but now was gone.

After some time. He knew that sitting and crying wasn’t going to help him. So, for the next years that
he lived, he worked to be the best person out there, truthful yes, but was also kind and considerate and
depleted his ego. He worked knowing that one day, he could see his family again. That one day came,
along with all the things he had previously owned, with his family and belongings, soon became one of
the richest men on the planet. Not only by wealth, but also rich in caring, compassion, and was one of
the best people in the world. Fred had seen the wrath of the double edged sword of truth, so he knew
that he would only tell the truth that proved to be good to tell, the one that saves an innocent one’s life,
and not ending up prevailing on the antagonist’s favor.

Yogesh Mohapatra

7" Grade

Mount Olive Middle School, NJ

12 Ruggiero Way, Buddlake, NJ — 07828
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Stuck on Spotlight

Debasmita Kanungo

Sitting in position - hand over leg, leg in front - everything seemed primed and in place. I'm
ready to rock this, my mind chattered amidst the excitement. Like a new bud in spring, ready to bloom
any second, | awaited the music. My legs, tapped in bide of the sound that was to roar across the room.
My ears searched for the familiar sound that had been played so often that its tune and lyrics had been
engraved in my mind. However... the anticipated sound never reached my eager ears. Silence
reverberated through the auditorium. | could hear footsteps at the back of the room. My heart skipped
a beat as a sense of quietus replaced the routine soundtrack. In between its irregular thumps, it let out a
cry for help. My heart rattled like a jackhammer within my ribcage. As | suddenly stood on stage, frozen,
| felt the world was living out its premonition to crumble and crash. My body cemented to the ground.
My eyes glazed over. My lips sealed shut. A rush of panic and conundrum coursed through my veins as |
turned to stone, gaping at the flood of faces that eyed me with apprehensive curiosity. The arrow of
certainty was surely to miss the bullseye. Rather, it would be far from the target. | was not going to get
out of here with any accomplishment, but rather, with unsurpassable unease. Worry thundered through
my body and right about then, a soft voice breathed the fundamental reason | was on stage; the same
voice that had been there for every performance since | set foot on a stage. You are a performer and you
can do just about anything!

An unusual sense of aplomb took over my limp arms. Suddenly, an unexpected source of energy
congealed in my fingertips. “Just play the previous soundtrack!” | shouted with tremulous confidence.

As simply as the words were uttered, the technician played the previous song on the list. It
blared through the once silent speakers. |, as easily described, flailed around the stage, moving my arms
in circular motions as my feet hopped from one place to another. | thumped across the stage, lightning
striking a field. My arms tugged one way as my legs jerked me the other way. My core seemed to be
bobbing around in a cumbersome manner, disconnected from the rest of me. As | looked up slowly in
anticipation of encouraging eyes, a muddled expression countered me. The eyes widened in utter
bafflement. | scanned the crowd but all the faces showed an unusual sense of discomfort. A panel of
confused faces and dazed expressions stared up at me as the extemporaneous routine continued. As my
hands found their way back to their normal positions and | found my body intact, slow rumbles of
applause filled the air. | found myself slightly lowering my head in a rather odd way as | enclosed the
performance. Getting ahold of myself, | descended off stage in a floundering, yet, graceful ordeal.

Subsequently after the stirring ordeal, | seated myself in my chair, whose surface had grown
cold after its lack of inhabitancy. Thoughts of embarrassment clouded my mind. Later that evening,
young girls in their frilly dresses trotted up the stairs to receive their shiny, gold ‘swords’ as | remained in
my seat. As sentiments of discouragement tousled about my exasperated brain, the little voice found its
way back. Once again, it stated the most substantial part of the episode and cleared the negativity that
so easily consumed me. It whispered, you might not have won a hefty, gold trophy tonight, but you did
attain a quality more preeminent: courage.

o CEGE DT

Debasmita Kanungo, is 14 years old and is a 9th grader at Sycamore High School in Cincinnati, Ohio.
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The Power of A Smile
Simoni Mishra

What is it that separates us humans? Is it the side of the road that we drive on?
Or the system that we use to classify different weights and measures? Or is it
something bigger? Our backgrounds and opinions make up who we are; unique
and amazing people, all of us here for a reason. But throughout a vast sea of i
customs, one symbol ties everyone together. A smile. / 5 . '

A world without love is like a garden without flowers. However, acquiring love is easier said than done.
Love and respect is at the top of the pyramid that we all have to climb. The foundation of it is attaining
someone’s trust, and the best way | can think of to do that is to smile. But only planting the seed isn’t
enough. You have to nurture this plant as well. Then, instead of blames and arguments that ring through
the house, it will become soft chatter. Another thing about smiles; they don’t cost anything. You don’t
lose anything by smiling. In fact, research shows that smiling 100 times a day is equivalent to 15 minutes
on an exercise bike. Scientifically speaking, when you smile, neurotransmitters such as dopamine,
endorphins and serotonins are sent into your body as stress fighters. In others words, every time you
smile, parts of the stress about the English paper sitting on your desk slowly fades away.

When | was younger, my family and | were visiting our family in Odisha. We were on our way to bring
home the groceries, when we saw an old man who was sitting on the side of the road with a bowl in
front of him. Now that wasn’t what was so special about this man. Sadly enough, there are hundreds of
homeless people in Odisha itself. What made him unique was the smile on his weary face that kindled
the fire of humanity that is in my heart. He was sitting there on the dusty road in nothing more than
rags, yet had the brightest of smiles on his face. Anyone who could have seen this man would have a
memory of this inspiration imprinted in their brain forever. That day taught me a big lesson: to be
happy, all you need is self-contentment. Even though to this day | still have no idea who this man is, |
respect him and think of him when a frown takes over my face.

“Smile this, smile that.” The entire essay was about others smiling, so | decided to look at me. |
would like to believe that | am generally a very jovial person, not that | don’t have my bad days.
However, the point is that sometimes, when you are frustrated with what life has put in your face, you
have to step back and look at everything you have been given, and find a reason to smile. There have
been many times in my life that | have forejudged what | won’t be able to accomplish. But what | have
failed to think about is what | can do well. | have learned that this simple action of mine can bring smiles
thus making the impossible possible.

The world is 200 million square miles and out of what | have seen from my small corner of the
world, a mere smile can do a lot more than you think it can if you let it.

Grade: 7

Age: 12

13419 Ridge Dr. Rockville MD
Hobbies: Dance, Music, Science
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Friends
Dhruv Das

Rafal entered the house of Novicic in Maine to see what he was
planning. He needed to know what to defend himself against. He
looked at all the tables. Rafal didn’t see the tripwire on the ground. He
stepped on it. Rafal thought it was nothing and went back to his
searching. He heard a soft whirring sound behind him. Rafal turned,
only to see two metal spheres floating in the air. Then, two lasers
started to form from the robots. Both were aimed at him.

Three Hours Earlier In Rockuville...

“YOU’VE BEEN STEALING ALL MY BELONGINGS!” Novicic yelled.

“Not true,” Rafal countered in a calm voice, “You probably just misplaced your items. You always lost
your belongings when we were younger. Remember? You lost all your toys in preschool, your
homework many times in elementary school, and your classwork in middle school so many times, you
nearly failed every subject.

“True, but | have matured since then. | have lost less and less papers in the past few school years. Last
year, | only lost one or two papers. That’s an improvement. Besides, | know you stole them anyway.
Everything | lost was valuable, and your family is one of the poorest | know.”

Rafal winced. Novicic had hit a sore spot. Rafal’s family had always not had enough money to do many
fun activities. He had never even traveled out of Maryland. The only times he had gone to do actions
he found entertaining were where he got invited to birthday parties that the parents of the birthday kid
paid for.

Rafal shook his head. Novicic was trying to get to his head. “I didn’t do it Novicic. You’ve known me
AND been friends with me since we were three. | don’t steal items.” Rafal said shakily. “You know
that.”

“Well maybe something inside you just snapped. You never know. However, | do. | know you stole my
valuables.”

“I did not steal anything. You have to know that.”

“You know what?” Novicic asked, “l don’t even care anymore. | KNOW that I’'m right. YOU are the one
who will have a guilty conscience for the rest of your life. Fortunately for you, that won’t be much
longer.” Novicic had developed an evil gleam in his eyes. Rafal noticed it right away, and got a bad
feeling in the pit of his stomach. Novicic noticed Rafal looking at him with a frightened expression on his
face. “What are you looking at you THIEF?!” Novicic screaming the last word before storming away.

During the walk back home, Novicic was devising a plan. A plan to eliminate Rafal.

Rafal still had a bad feeling when he walked back to his small house. I didn’t do anything. Maybe
somebody else stole it, and then told Novicic that they saw me steal it. Maybe he really did misplace
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those valuables and he didn’t want to admit it, so he accused me. Rafal was still thinking when he
unlocked the door to his house. His ceiling was really low compared to the houses of other kids in his
school, so he had to stoop down to avoid getting his head hit against the roof. Rafal’'s mom saw her
son’s face and could see something was wrong. “Anything wrong, Rafal?”

Rafal looked up and replied, “Novicic will try to kill me.”

Rafal’s mother blinked. She would have thought that her beloved son was joking, but as a poor family,
Rafal never joked about something serious, as he had to work hard to earn money for his family.

“Oooookay, | think that you are exaggerating this a little bit. | know that you and Novicic have had your
differences, but | wouldn’t go that far. Tell me exactly what happened.”

Rafal’s throat was dry, but he explained the whole argument between Novicic and himself that unfolded
at school. After hearing the story, Rafal’s mom was near tears. “l can’t believe Novicic could even
consider that my darling little boy would have done this.”

Rafal blushed. “MOM! You're embarrassing me. However, | do agree with you. It’s not in my nature to
do anything to blacken my soul. I still need to do something! I’'m not going to sit around like a bump on
a log, counting the days to my death!”

Rafal’s mom was surprised by the boldness and determination in his eyes. Something she had never
seen before, and realized that she could not do anything to change Rafal’s mind.
“So, what are you going to do? “ Rafal’s mom asked.

| will find out what my former friend is doing. | already know what he is going to do next. He’s going to
book a flight to Maine. You are probably wondering how | know. Well, when we were younger, Novicic
said that he had always wanted to go to Maine. He wanted to go as north as he could go without being
in Canada.”

Rafal felt his mom staring at him with a surprised expression. | have never seen Rafal think something
out this much. Not even his homework, yet he still gets straight A’s.

“Okay, Rafal. I'm going to guess that you are going to Maine. What do you want to take?”

“Well, | have to take a sweater. Maine is numbing this time of year. Or any time of year. | have to take a
few coins for money. A bit of food. | really need a weapon to defend myself.”

“Let me show you something. It’s been our family secret. | think you are old enough to know about it.”
Rafal was led to.... a wall.

Ill

“Uhhhh, not to pop your bubble or anything, but this a plain old wal

“Ahhhhhhh. That’s where you’re wrong. We have wanted you to think that all these years.” With that,
she tapped on the wall six times. The wall opened.

“What the heck?” Rafal asked. Before him were mountains of money, food, survival and first aid kits,
weapons, and a dusty railroad track.
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“We have always been very rich. We have kept it secret for two reasons. First of all, we didn’t want you
to get spoiled. Second of all, people could have stolen it, hurting us in the process.”

Rafal was still flabbergasted when he realized what his mom wanted him to do. “Do you want me to go
to Maine in this?”

“Yes. Take what you want from here. DON’T TAKE A LOT OF MONEY! | forbid you.”

With that, Rafal located the front car of the train, loaded everything he needed into it and climbed into
the driver’s seat. He didn’t know how to drive, but he was very well educated. Rafal quickly taught
himself how to operate the train. Once all was in order, he left for Maine.

The trip was even longer than Rafal expected. That was because the drive had many obstacles.
Stalagmites on the ground made the cart veer off the track many times. Rafal had to stop the train right
away to prevent it from crashing into the walls of the cavern. Then he had to push it all the way back to
the tracks. The job was hard enough as the wheels were not cooperating. It was even harder because
Rafal wasn’t that strong.

Along with the stalagmites, there were stalactites in the cave too. Stalactites started to crash down
onto the cart, denting it. Rafal realized that the train could only take a few more hits before the engine
would go out. Knowing this, he whipped a sword from his bag and used it like a baseball bat, smacking
them away. He didn’t miss a single stalactite.

As the drive went on, Rafal thought all the problems were behind him. He wasn’t even close. Even
more barriers came in his way. He interrupted a group of vampire bats in their sleep. Rafal didn’t want
to kill anything or anyone, so he smacked them unconscious with the hilt of his sword.

The ride went on. He saw a rattlesnake slithering on the ground. Rafal had a fear of snakes. This was
mostly because his father had been killed by them on a hike. After all he had been through, he wasn’t
scared. He stabbed the rattlesnake as he entered Maine.

Rafal looked around as he unloaded the cart. He spotted Novicic’s house right away. It literally said
“HOUSE OF NOVICIC” in big bold letters. He ventured over there. Nobody seemed to look at him. He
walked in the front gate. Huh. That’s weird. The front door is wide open. Rafal entered cautiously.

Nothing happened. He started to look around and saw all the papers on the tables. He went towards a
desk when he stepped on a wire. Rafal barely noticed it and went back to his searching. He heard a
strange sound behind him, and turned his head ever so slowly. In front of his eyes were two floating,
metal spheres. Lasers started to take shape. Rafal showed no panic on his face as he sliced them in half.

Novicic’s phone rang. He pulled it out of his pocket to see that his home security system had been
activated. He sprinted to his house as fast as he could to see the trespasser. Novicic put in his password

to deactivate the alarm. He then saw his former friend with a sword in his hand.

Novicic’s anger flushed out of him as fear entered. What have | done? He quickly grabbed a sword from
a wall to protect him.
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“Don’t worry. | use this to defend myself. I've only used this three times. Once to swat stalactites
away, once to knock some bats unconscious, and once to stab a rattlesnake.” Rafal assured.

Novicic was relieved. Then he realized something. “How did you get here so fast? And where did you
even get the sword from?”

Rafal answered “That’s my little secret.”

Novicic looked past him to see something with a golden shine. “Are these..... My valuables? Huh. | did
misplace them. And since | blamed you, how about you keep them?”
“Nah. I'm good.” They headed back to Rockville as friends once again.

Dhruv is 11 years old, and is a rising 6th grader at Robert Frost Middle School in Rockville, MD. He is the
younger brother of Disha, and son of Deepa and Debananda Das.
*Dhruv Das was placed 3rd in Meghna Memorial Award Junior Category (Ages 7-12)

Friend's Flip Flops
Puneeta Choudhury

| was at my friend’s house for a sleepover. | was just walking around
when | saw a drink that said magic potion. | didn't know what it was so
| drank it. Then | turned into my friend's flip flops and she was wearing
me.

Her feet smelled super stinky because she always likes to play in the
mud and sand and she never washes her socks and she was wearing
her socks. | could taste my friend's toenail because there was a hole in
her socks and that tasted disgusting.

| could see the ground because she was walking on the ground and she
was playing in the mud and sand again so | saw that too. | could feel
my friend’s socks and her foot because she has another hole in the
bottom of her socks. | could hear her walking on the ground and | could hear squishy sounds because
she was playing in the mud.

Now | know to never drink magic potions again because they can turn you into flip flops. The worst part
is that they turn you into your friend's flip flops and your friend always plays in the mud and sand.
P - {{Gﬂ— -!@-}3-( S R —

Puneeta Choudhry is 8 years old and goes to Woodbrook Elementary School in Edison, NJ. She likes
drawing and painting. Her parents are: Pradeep K Choudhury and Archana Patra.

43 URMI - OSA Souvenir 2017



Limited
Ajeetesh Ojha

“Honey,” said Aliah’s mother, Mrs. Winder. “Are you worried?
Today is the first day of preschool...”

“No, I'm not worried! | am happy. | like school—even though | have
not gone to it yet, no, no. | am just a preschooler. Everyone will be
nice, | am sure of it...” Aliah babbled on and on.

“She’s one of the smarted little girls ever. Who ever knew of a
preschooler that could start talking at such an early age,” sighed
Mrs. Winder.

“Well, of course, she is! | raised her,” boomed Aliah’s grandfather.
“Papal”

He chuckled.

“You’re ready to go to school?” he said.

“Yes, Gramps!”
“Alrighty, then, let’s go!”
And that was the beginning of Aliah’s story.

EIGHT YEARS LATER

“Eight years?” said Aliah’s only friend, Niya.

Aliah had entered seventh grade and had suffered for eight years from the “disease of dumbness” as
others said.

It was something that had been going on for years, now, and no one wanted to get the “disease.” Aliah,
over the long period of time, had grown used to it. She had only met one friend—and that would be
Niya, a timid, African-American, twelve-year-old.

Not that Aliah minded, of course.

Aliah herself was a timid girl as well, with black, messy hair.

“Yes, eight years,” said Aliah, responding to Niya.

“But, but...I thought you were one of the smartest in kindergarten and preschool...”

“It all started in first grade.”

“Oh,” she said, fumbling with her hands.

“Yeah, uh, so, | guess we’d better get to class.”

And together, they left the lunch room and went to class.

Aliah had never had a teacher that paid much attention to her. Nor had anyone else, but for a fact, it
was the first day of eighth grade.

Niya and Aliah had been best friends since seventh grade—a miracle in their opinions.

“Okay class, listen, up.” said Mr. Domnick, the teacher of History Class.

Aliah hated History.

“Aliah! Get your nose out of that wretched notebook of yours and pay attention! Who was the first
president of the United States of America?”

“Uh...Ben Franklin?”

Mr. Domnick hit his forehead with his hand as if he had to say: Really, you’re that stupid?

“Wrong! Benjamin Franklin was never a president! That was a kindergarten question | asked you!”
“Then why did you ask me that...?” Aliah muttered.
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“I heard that!” Mr. Domnick scowled.

The kids laughed.

“Shut up!” yelled Mr. Domnick. “Or else...”

Everyone was silent.

The class passed by in silence. People whispered crude words in Aliah’s ear and made fun of her behind
her back. Aliah was to the point when she could crumble up and fall into a deep, dark, hole.

Finally, the bell rang, and school was over.

Aliah ran into her room and jumped on her bed, crying.

“Ally?” Aliah’s sister, April, knocked on the door.

“What?” said Aliah, irritated

“Ally, | know you love to draw. | got you some loose leaf paper.

“Y-you did?” Aliah stammered.

“Of course, | did. Anything for you, Ally. I'll always be there for you.” April left the room.

Aliah pulled out a crayon and started to draw.

Eighth grade passed by slowly, with the name-calling, and meanness. April was soon going to graduate.
April had good grades and had many job options. Instead, when April graduated, she changed—a
change which Aliah hated.

Soon, April had been known for smoking with teenagers, drinking, and being a criminal. Of all things,
Aliah remembered the promise she made. It was broken.

In her room, Aliah spotted the drawing of her and April. She crumbled it up and threw it across the room
in anger and frustration.

Neither Aliah’s mother nor Aliah’s father had shown much interest in April, which set her mindset to be
the best she could be.

But after a small fight, April changed completely.

“Honey, school is starting in a week? Do you want to go shopping for school supplies?” Mrs. Winder
asked Aliah.

“Sure,” Aliah sighed. Memories of her sister flooded her mind.

Aliah and her mother walked to Walmart. The rain mixed in with the snow created slush on the sides of
the road, creating a gloomy atmosphere.

While walking into the store, Mrs. Winder broke the silence. “You know, | forgot the list of supplies
you’ll need.”

“Oh. | guess we’ll just have to guess?” Aliah said, a hint of annoyance in her voice.

“Mhmm,”

Mrs. Winder continued walking, and without noticing bumped into another elderly woman.

“Oh my! I’'m so sorry!” exclaimed Mrs. Winders.

“No need,” the elderly woman smiled.

This embarrassed Aliah.

“Now, let’s see—ah yes, sixteen notebooks for Woodland High School.” said the woman.

“Woodland High?” Aliah’s mother asked, who had just been standing there.

“Yes, Woodland High. Why, may | ask?”

“My daughter—” Mrs. Winder said, motioning towards Aliah, “—is attending ninth grade there. By any
chance do you have the supplies list?”

“I'm teaching there next year! Of course, I'll have the supplies list. Here—it has all the grades supplies
for high school.”
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“Thank you!”

“I'm Mrs. Mosani.”

“I'm Mrs. Winder, and my daughter is Aliah.”

Aliah nodded hello to Mrs. Mosani.

“Well, | hope | have you in my English class in September!

Oh, and yes indeed did she have Mrs. Mosani.

The first day of high school, no biggie. Aliah heaved a big breath as she entered the school.

She was greeted by the tenth and eleventh-grade students texting on their phones, or girls in hot pink
and really short skirts (which Aliah thought was totally inappropriate for school) gossiping in groups.
Being the first day of high school, no one knew she was dumb. But that was the problem. This was high
school. She couldn’t let people possibly know she didn’t know the first president of the United States.
Nervously, Aliah proceeded into the hallways, unsure of where to go. She glanced at her list.

English class is first. I'm just dying to find which one is going to be my English teacher—Mr. Levare, Mrs.
Tols, or...Mrs. Mosani. | just hope | won’t end up with that old lady. Aliah thought.

Aliah walked in Room 109, a bit unsure about who her teacher was.

Aliah mustered up all her courage and walked into the room.

“Hello, class! Oh, Aliah!”

It was Mrs. Mosani.

Aliah kept her head down and replied. “Hello.”

“What a lovely surprise to see you here!”

“Uh, okay then...?” Aliah walked to her seat. While Mrs. Mosani was casually embarrassing Aliah, Niya
nudged Aliah.

“Aliah! Are you coming to Woodland High too? I’'m just so happy you’re here too!” Niya whispered, and
maybe squealed a bit too loudly.

“Is something going on there, girls?” asked Mrs. Mosani, looking at Aliah and Niya.

“No,” they replied in unison.

“Maybe we should keep a low profile,” Aliah growled.

“Geez, Aliah! Somebody’s acting like they got a hedgehog up their nose!” Niya said, finally irritated by
Aliah’s behavior.

“Girls, is there something you need to tell the class? | can be kind, but you must know that there are
rules for the class that you need to follow. Now, before we start today’s lesson, | have to show you
something.”

She scribbled something on the board:

Limited, everyone is limited.
There are certain things people can do, and certain things they can’t do.

Everyone’s good at something—it’s just a matter of fact of finding that skill.
And suddenly, in a flash, Aliah’s mind opened up. Inventions, ideas, drawings, flashed through her mind.
“Aliah, are you okay...?” Niya asked.

“I've never felt better!”
Aliah immediately pulled out her notebook and started to write. She started to draw. She was soaring
through the air.
And then she snapped back to reality.
The message was still on the board. Aliah noticed the scribbles in her notebook.

Everyone was staring at her, even Mrs. Mosani.

Her mind shut down, and in frustration, she slammed her notebook closed, and ran out of the room.
There were tears in her eyes as she ran through the hallways, trying to find a small enclosed space.
Looking through closets, she finally found a place—the Janitor’s closet.
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She didn’t know about the boy who had been following her.

“Hiding in the closet, eh?” he sneered, “it's where you belong.”

“What do you want?” Aliah’s voice was shaky.

“Mrs. Mosani wants you to go back to class.”

“I refuse! | absolutely refuse!”

“Say it to the teacher,” and the boy walked off.

During lunch, Aliah sat in the corner—hiding in the shadows, as Niya would say. Aliah waited, and

waited, and waited for Niya.

She spotted Niya talking with some other people and watched in horror as she sat down with them.

Aliah slowly stood up and walked towards Niya, her knees shaking.

“Niya...I thought....”

“You thought | was stupid like you, right?”

Aliah said nothing.

“Well, actually, my mom told me to be friends with you. | had to fake it for all those three years of

middle school. I’'m done, Aliah. Go away with your stupid personality and find someone else.”

Aliah was dumbfounded. Without knowing what she was doing, she punched Niya, right in the face.
[ ] [ ] [ )

“Aliah Winder.” said the principal dangerously. “We were informed that you were...in the event, of the

harming of another person...?”

Aliah said nothing.

“Now, this would happen to be...Niya Hall, | assume.”

Aliah nodded.

“Our causes say this will cause a week of suspension...”

“l don’t really care! | don’t want to go to school!” Aliah snapped immediately.

The principal was shocked by her sudden behavior.

“Then...then...Aliah, | will call your mother!”

“Sure, go ahead,”

The principal, in envy, grabbed the phone and dialed the phone number.

“Hello, yes, this is the principal...yes, yes...she did...in fact, she has an attitude—suspended? —of

course! | agree...seems good to me...coming...reach in three minutes? sure...!”

While being suspended, it was up to Aliah to find out what she could do—to stop this mess.
Suddenly, there was a knock on the door.

“I'LL GET IT,” shouted Aliah.

When she opened the door, a surprise awaited her.

“April?” Aliah asked.

“Ally?”

“Go away,” Aliah said.

“No...I've changed! Believe me, please!”

“Sure....”

“N-no... Mrs. Mosani!”

“What?” Aliah was confused.

Mrs. Mosani walked up the steps to her house. “Aliah. Take her in. She’s limited to.”
“STOP! | AM NOT LETTING SOME DRUNK ALCOHOLIC DRINKER IN THIS HOUSE!” Aliah whisper-yelled.
“Aliah! Please!”

“NO.”

“I’'ve changed, just believe me!
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“Aliah, please. Let April in,” Mrs. Mosani interrupted.

“No,” Aliah felt tears welling up in her eyes.

Aliah shut the door, in pain and envy.

Would things ever change? she thought, would things ever change....?

“Honey, who was at the door?”

Aliah heaved a big sigh.

“April.” she replied quietly.

“Let herin,”

“Okay...”

Aliah let April in but locked Mrs. Mosani out. This was a family matter. She didn’t have to get involved.
“April, what you did was very wrong,”

“I know, and I'm sorry!”

Silence remained, an understanding passing through mother and daughter until the phone rang.

Mrs. Winder went to get it. “Hello...? Oh...my...” Her face was wrinkled in horror, as she heard what was
happening, and if that wasn’t enough, she dropped the phone, and it shattered to pieces.

“Your...” she sniffed, “...Grandfather.... died...” she sniffed again. “Cancer...”

And Aliah knew exactly what she wanted to do with her life.

25 YEARS LATER

Aliah rushed down the aisles, carrying a small jar of medicine.

“Coming through, Doc. Winder here,”

She got a call.

“EMERGENCY MEETING. HAVE YOU DELIVERED IT?” said the voice echoing through her small mic.

“I'm on it!” She dashed through the emergency room, swung past a chair, and landed—in a perfect “TA-
DA” land—and tossed the vial of medicine towards the other doctor.

“Gee, thanks, Aliah!” said Niya.

“No problem.”

And that’s what had become of Aliah, dear reader, she helped save lives. And maybe you can too...but in
a different way....

.t..........‘@{@;. 4@},3,., ...... -

Ajeetesh Ojha , 5th Grade, Wilson Wims Elementary School, Clarksburg, Age: 11
Hobbies, Passions and Future Goals: Writing, Drawing/Painting, Singing/Playing Piano and flute
Parent’s Name(s): Aruna Kumar Ojha/llwala Mohapatra
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The Seashell Design
Ananya Pradhan

Reader’s Note: | look up at the water and stare at the horizon, where Skylar’s ship is now. Maybe even
past that and on land. | remember touching her soft hands and our pictures. Skylar was amazing. Reader,
I’m pretty sure you are wondering who is Skylar? You are going to find out right now.

Me

The sunshine sparkled over the water as | splashed my tail from left to right. | leaped and grab a
fish through my beak and swallowed it down whole.

“Mmmm! Delicious!” | exclaimed, smacking my lips the whole time. | saw the rest of the pod
swimming up and grabbing fish effortlessly as they chattered away with each other. | also saw mom and
dad catching a meal while my older sister, Kim caught | think one fish and dived back down, following
her friends to rejoin their own discussion. Even Eva, one of Kim’s friends caught enough fish for lunch. If
Kim wants to starve though, after all, it is her decision. | leaped and dived back into the cool, crystal
clear water. Every part of the water | swam in | saw different types and colors of fish that darted away
from my path. | felt like | was the queen, walking with no one in my way. Suddenly, | saw a flash of black
and white from behind a rock. | narrowed my eyes, guessing what it was.

“Eliza and Mira.”

Eliza and Mira were the bullies of the pod. They were twin sisters and orcas. They were very
pretty with their beautiful black tails that shimmered in the sunlight. They were the best swimmers of
their kind and according to the orca body “are dreams”. | would have no problem with them if they
hadn’t started bragging about their beauty and talents. They were always teasing younger children
about how they would never be as pretty as them and would laugh at anyone that couldn’t leap as
beautifully as they could and according to them, was no one.

“Oh, look who it is, Blair. What a surprise! What are you doing tonight, oh wait, what could you
possibly be doing on a Saturday night, as today’s party night. What party would you have gotten invited
too?” Eliza started with a disgusted look at me. Mira giggled and Eliza burst out laughing. The twins high-
finned as they swished their tails in glee.

“Whatever,” | mumble, rolling my eyes at their terrible comeback. | pushed through them and
twisted beautifully as | leaped over the water and dived back with an amazing turn. I’'ve been practicing
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this trick for weeks just to get them annoyed. | smiled as | saw them frown. Without even saying a word
they silently swam away. | swam to the surface and saw that everyone had finished their meals and had
went back to the water.

Beep! Beep!

| turned around and saw a white cruise ship in the distance. It had many people on the deck is
what | can tell so far. | noticed the funnel puffing out thick, gray smoke that slowly disappeared as it
floated into the air. | sighed, a bit saddened and a bit angry at the same time. Sometimes humans, |
think is what they’re called dump all sorts of chemicals or release smoke into the ocean. That has killed
many things. They’ve killed coral reefs and turn their beautiful multi-colored polyps into a plain white
color that shows no existence of life. They’ve killed many animals such as our food we eat and even our
predators. | know | should’ve sounded happy, but the way they die saddened me. | sometimes felt alone
though because no one thinks like me. | felt different from the rest of my pod. | felt invisible almost. |
sank back under the surface and swished my tail hard, swimming fast to the rest of my pod.

Skylar

The next day, the sun was still outside like yesterday. | had just finished my lunch and it was a
little after noon. | was practicing a cool trick when | saw a big flash of white light in my face. My eyes
started to see random colors. What just happened? After my eyes were back to normal | saw a huge
group of people on a deck with their cameras out snapping pictures and pointing in my direction. Are
they snapping pictures of me? | turned around and saw no one near me. | gasped and suddenly sank
under water.

“Wait! Don’t go!”

| peeked my eyes on the surface and saw a girl as she pushed her way through a crowd. |
couldn’t tell her age, but she wasn’t young like a nine-year-old, but wasn’t as old as like a twelve-year-
old. She had shiny, long black hair that was tied into a perfect braid. She wore a black jacket with gray
tight pants and short black boots. She had a small maroon bag around her shoulder and wore something
on her ears that were shaped like circles and were the color gold | think.

“Wait, please don’t go. | want to meet you.” The girl called again as she took out a small
rectangular-shaped item. The front was completely black and the back was plain blue with some white
small items that sparkled. She touched a round-shaped thing on the bottom of the item on the front and
the screen suddenly lit up showing a picture of the girl smiling | think and some words written on the
picture. It said 1:09 PM, Monday, July 12, 2016, Touch ID or Passcode. She started to push buttons and
there was a new screen with smaller, colorful squares inside. She touched a gray square with a black
rectangular with a white circle picture. Underneath it spells ca-me-ra. Suddenly, another screen pops up
with me inside. | splash my tail and it splashes back on the screen. Wait a second. It must be a reflection
like water. The girl stretches her hand out to me, as if she actually understood me.

“Hello there. My name is Skylar,” She greets cheerfully. | backed away a few splashes, about to
rapidly swim away.

“Don’t worry. I’'m not going to hurt you. Your tricks seemed so beautiful and | just had to see
how you did it,” She assured me as she still stretched her hand. | splash forward again and stretch my
fin. I touch her soft hands and immediately pull away. Her hands were completely dry! Skylar seemed
shocked too that | had actually touched her hand. | look at the water and see a faint orangish-pink color.
| look to my right and see the sky as a combination of orange, red, and pink with a faint light blue. The
clouds were light purple and the Sun was setting on the horizon.

“It seems as if you have to go now. | hope to see you again tomorrow!” Skylar said as she smiled.

“Skylar!” I hear.

“Coming mom! See you soon!” She replied standing up and waved as she walked away. | smiled
and waved my fin. She smiled back and went inside the ship. | dived into the water, my eye on the
lookout for dinner.
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Skylar and Me

| splashed my way to the surface of the water, bubbles all over my face. | saw a shadow of an
oddly shaped figure. This must be it. | leaped out of the water, noticing Skylar looking out over the
water. As soon as she spotted me she smiled. She takes out the item called | think a fone? She snapped
a picture of the two of us.

“Oh dolphin, soon my ship will be moving from here. Tomorrow, | believe. This may be the last
day | shall see you. Before | go though, | wanted to talk to you about how you helped me with my
problems. | used to have a fear of marine animals, but now | see how friendly and kind they are from
you,” She confessed, but confident.

Wait until you meet Eliza and Mira, | thought. | smiled instead though. If only | could talk to her.
Skylar doesn’t know how much she has helped me with not judging a seashell by its design. Even the
most unattractive design of a seashell can be the most antique seashell in the ocean. Skylar was the
seashell design with me. The most amazing seashell design | had ever found. A very special one.

“Bye! | hope | see you again in my life,” She whispered as she hugged me. | hugged her as tightly
as can be. She turned around on her heels and walked until she opened the door. She turned around, to
see me still there. She waved her hands in a tiny way and closed the door behind her. | dived backwards,
lying on the surface. Humans aren’t so bad. | guess it’s all about perspective. | hope | see Skylar soon, I'm
going to miss her.

[Mlustration: Preeti Rath

o Author’s/Artist’s Name and School Grade: Ananya Pradhan, Grade 6

e Author’s/Artist’s Age: 12

e Author’s/Artist’s Hobbies, Passions and Future Goals: Writing, Reading, Art, Music
e Parent’s Name(s): Hemant and Mamata Pradhan

*4Ananya Pradhan was placed 2nd in Meghna Memorial Award Junior Category (Ages 7-12)
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"BRAVO", The Brave Dog
Pratyay Mohapatra

[It was a beautiful Saturday morning. While on patrol, an animal control officer was summoned
to investigate the report of a wandering dog. The dog appeared friendly, but was hungry and very
dirty. As the officer attempted to apprehend the dog, the dog escaped and ran away. It seemed to be
worried about losing his freedom. ]

| was running constantly as if | had decided to go so far that | would not be able to see even the
tallest building of the city. | was successful running away from the city without being caught by anyone
else. When | realized that | had gone far away from the city, | found myself standing deep in the woods.
The rumbling sound of my stomach reminded me that | had my last meal in the morning which was
nothing much. All this running was draining out my energy. | needed a lot of energy or else he would
collapse. The sun went down and | was about to faint. As | trudged up a hill, | saw a little fire. At that
very moment, | saw a little piece of bread sitting before me. | devoured it in one second. | looked up and
saw a little boy throwing bread chunks at me. | then recognized that | was in a camp site. The boy smiled
and told his parents something. His parents nodded. The boy gave me 2 full Hot Dogs. After 30 minutes,
| was found sleeping next to the family’s tent.

When the boy’s family went to sleep, | woke up and heard a peculiar sound. | looked up and saw a
venomous snake coming towards the tent! | was about to run away from that place but | reminded
myself that the family had saved my life by giving food when | absolutely needed it. Now it was my turn
to save them. | sprang into action, moved quickly to grab the tail of snake. The snake made a huge
hissing sound out of pain and tried to bite me to death. | was clever enough to move quickly to grasp the
hood of the snake and tear the snake to bits. The family (with grunts and groans) woke up. They were
about to accuse me, but when they saw the “battle field”, they complimented and patted me. Feeling
heroic, | fell asleep.

Early in the morning while it was still dark, | again woke up. | saw a dark figure approaching the tent. But
my canine instincts told me that wasn’t just a figure, it was a bear! | knew that the bear had come to
steal the food stored in the tent. Whether the family would like it or not, | decided that he would bark as
loud as he could. Even though | was barking crazily, it had no effect on the bear. | had no other choice
but to go inside the tent and alert the family. | did it. As | knew, | got yelled at but | did not stop running
in and out to tell them that they have an uninvited guest who was about to destroy the tent. The boy
understood the signals and yelled, “BEAR, BEAR!” Mom and Dad joined the “chorus” while screaming at
the top of their lungs and waving the flashlights. | came out and saw the bear running away from the
bizarre chorus! Everything became quiet and | was allowed to stay in the tent as a “Thank you” gift.

In the morning, when the family saw the footprints of the bear, they came to know how big the danger
was. They all thanked me with a nice breakfast and a bath from the nearest mountain stream. Later that
day, the parents were discussing how to find a home for me. Finally, the parents decided they should
take me home. But first, they needed to check whether | was owned by anyone. If it was owned, then
the family couldn’t take me home. But when they saw that | was not claimed at the information center
of the camp, they decided to make me a part of their family. The boy named me... Bravo!
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After supper, when | was lying on my bed near the fireplace in my new home, | was feeling very proud of
myself and thankful to my master. | was thinking of all the adventures that | had in the last two days
which made me confident that | was no ordinary dog. | was looking forward to be a loyal friend to my
master without losing my freedom of moving around and facing more adventures.

GRADE: 4™

SCHOOL ADDRESS: Sandshore Elementary School, Mount Olive School District, 498 Sandshore Rd Budd
Lake, NJ 07828

My Feelings...
Prachita Mishra

You shouldn’t be greedy,
Because you make someone sad;

You shouldn’t be sad,
Because you make someone feel bad;

You can’t be angry,
Because you may make someone cry;

You should always be happy,
Because you make everybody happy!

Prachita Mishra is 5-year-old and lives at 47 Meadow Brook Road, Edison - 08837, NJ with parents
Chinmayee Tripathy (Mom) and Pravat Kumar Mishra (Dad).
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Beauty Pagents Should Be Banned
Priyanka Choudhury

Imagine that you’re looking at yourself in the mirror. You think to
yourself, If only | was thinner, or had longer hair... then | could be
beautiful? Could you ever imagine having the burden of always
wanting to be perfect on your shoulders? Could you imagine always
feeling incapable of ever being beautiful, always having to compare
yourself to countless other girls? No. Well you're lucky if you don’t but
this is how many beauty pageant participants feel like--unworthy.
Now you may ask yourselves why should you trust a bunch of 16 year
olds and rightfully so, but | would like to make it clear that we are all
girls who understand the daily pressures of trying to be beautiful. |
can also discuss to you all my time as a beauty participant and how |
constantly felt an overwhelming pressure to be perfect and beautiful
all the time and how | quit because of this stress. This is why beauty
pageants shouldn’t be allowed, because it lowers self-esteem,
negatively impacts self-image, and promotes unrealistic standards of
beauty.

Behind the glossy lips, glittery eyes, and revealing outfits, there lies a
repulsive truth that the beauty pageant industry masks from their
audience. The dark reality is that these pageants have demoralizing effects on women and even young
girls. From the minute they enter the contest, they constantly focus on their bodies and physical
appearance. These girls try to alter their facial features to the point they look like a real Barbie doll.
From the continual pressure of being ranked according to their bodies, girls from the ages of 4 to 26 are
harmed emotionally and physically. A few years ago, as a prior child beauty contestant named Brooke
Breedwell in “Pageant Stars USA”, she stated that she was forced to go to “tanning sessions” where
she’d “lie on tanning beds up to three times a week, for 20 minutes at a time” during her pageant
career. Is this really necessary to dramatically change your natural beauty just to make yourself feel
worthy and draw people’s attention...? They are not even teenagers yet, they are just kids. Young
children should never be obligated to participate in these kind of competitions; it makes them lose their
innocence and endearing qualities. In addition, a former contestant of Miss Universe from Brazil, Juliana
Borges has had “19 surgical procedures, including collagen injections in her lips and silicone implants in
her breasts, cheeks and chin.”

This gets even worse as beauty contests negatively influence young women and teens mentally. In a
Dove Global study, 90% of women between the ages of 15-17 have considered to change at least one
physical aspect of their body. Adding on to that, psychologist Martina Cartwright mentioned that “young
women with eating disorders were trained at an early age to value physical perfection, thinness, and
attractiveness.”

How do we know that young women and teens are affected by this? Well, according to Park Nicollet
Melrose Center, 53% of 13-year-olds in the US feel insecure and are unhappy about their bodies. This
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grows to 78% when they turn 17. We also have to remember that young girls are involved with this
problem as well. According to child psychologist Syd Brown, “children who compete in pageants
measure their self-worth by their looks,” and “are in for a downfall if they don’t stay as pretty when they
grow up. Kids could develop acne, or their bodies might not develop into what they imagined they
would.” In other words, “many child pageants will face emotional problems” as well as teens and young
women. This just reminds that beauty pageants promote unattainable goals for many women.

People who encourage beauty pageants because they prepare the contestants for the future and help
the contestants build confidence do have a valid point. However, the opposition has to consider the
negative consequences of beauty pageants. The contestants can gradually turn very self-centered and
arrogant, and they are harmed emotionally and physically. Clearly, the negative drawbacks outweigh the
benefits.

So, how can we contribute towards this major problem...? We can simply stop watching these pageant
shows. We should promote natural beauty (inner beauty), intelligence and showcase our hidden talents.
We don’t need prizes, loads of makeup and upscale outfits to make ourselves physically more appealing.
We want you all in this room to wake up in the morning, go to the closest mirror, and tell yourself one
thing you like about yourself instead of comparing yourself to other models.

If our solution is implemented, it will create a more positive way in which women view themselves.
Turning off the TV or changing the channel if a beauty pageant is on could lower the amount of views.
Less views mean less popular--beauty pageants will become more outdated. Promoting natural beauty
and talents will draw people away from artificial beauty. If we do NOT take action, then failing to do so
will only prolong depression and other issues amongst girls who take part in the pageantry.

Looking back at the drastic consequences of these pageants, these contests pose a significant threat to
an individual’s physical and mental health, and on society’s standards of beauty.

Remember: it may seem that beauty pageants promote confidence. However, they are demoralizing to
women of all ages. Therefore, we must act to stop the promotion of beauty contests by recognizing our
true inner potential. We urge all of you to consider the drawbacks that beauty pageants have on society
and its individuals. Frankly, it's not normal for kids, teens, and young women to dress up provocatively.

Is it really worth to starve yourself to look like a Barbie? Women and girls do not need multiple plastic
surgeries, a crown, a sash, or flowers to show that they are beautiful and glamorous. As the New York
Times once said: “The bottom line is that beauty is an organic process, not a contest.”

Author’s/Artist’s Name and School Grade: Priyanka Choudhury/J.P Steven High School, Edison, NJ,
10th Grade, Age: 15

Hobbies, Passions and Future Goals : Watching thrillers ,Reading about conspiracy theories, She
wants to be a Financial Advisor.

Parent’s Name(s): Pradeep K Choudhury, Archana Patra

*Priyanka Choudhury was placed 2nd in Meghna Memorial Award Senior Category (Ages 13-18)
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Snapchat: Rumors vs Reality
Rohan Dash

You see hundreds of kids throughout the world use this
innovative application throughout a range of devices, the
software known as Snapchat. Besides all the myths and rumors
of its misuse the application has evolved over its life. Since 2015
the app began to include a “Discover” page, which in reality was
just a series of news outlets with information that would
entertain tweens through early adults in their 20’s. The
database has also taken part in many fundraisers and are
attempting allowing users to pay directly through the app. But
the app does have a downside, “disappearing-snaps” which
only a fraction of kids misuse. So what is true and what is not?

Snapchat’s “Discover” Page has influenced many, including
myself, to take part in reading about current events. Magazines
and outlets, like Daily Mail, People, CNN, Nat. Geo., and many
more are featured on this part of the app. By adding this kids
have begun to read more about news, increasing the
knowledge of teens throughout the nation. Events like the
Election, the Paris attacks of 2015, and deaths of artists like
Prince have all been featured. So by adding this element to this
social media it is improving current event knowledge in many
children.

Fundraising as well as adding awareness to worldwide problems have all been done through snap.
Organizations like Peta, the UN, Oceana and National Geographic are only a few of the tabs doing these
works. By showing kids, the future of the world, the problems people face throughout the globe
enhance the solution because kids will be faced with helping tackling these issues. Slowly Snapchat may
become an important element of knowledge of world issues because it brings together various outlets.
Snapchat is even in the works of creating “Snapcash” a way for people to donate money straight
through Snap and pay in the app. So maybe, hopefully the app with a tarnished reputation may be
saving lives worldwide.

Now here is the time for facts. When parents hear Snapchat they assume, especially from all the bad
publicity it has that kids are using it to sext or things of even worse nature. However, activities like this
only occur in about 18% of boys and 22% of Girls (2016, dosomething.org). The news articles that
feature this app are usually on the negative side, but isn’t most of news? So here’s the main idea, even
though some may use the app for not so great things, this population, it’s not even close to half of the
millions of users. So there’s a food for thought. Another issue with parents is the “disappearing-snap”.
These snaps however, if you read through Snapchat’s privacy policy are all saved to the Snapchat
database in Cali. So snaps are never 100% gone, this shows that Snap is also trying to ensure that if
anything wrong is occurring they will be forced to step in. So parents, is anything wrong?

56 URMI - OSA Souvenir 2017


http://dosomething.org/

Overall you’ve read about Snapchat’s part in News, World Issues, and its part in fighting Sexting. So
Snapchat isn’t really that bad of an application. And the two plusses listed are only a fraction of its
benefits. Snap allows users to add to public “stories” or collages of events, they let you create filters for
fun occasions and also allow you to see face of friends far away. So | hope your opinions of snap have
improved maturely.

Rohan Dash is 14 yrs and is a grade 8th student of Lawrence Middle School. He resides In Lawrenceville,
NJ with his parents and elder brother who is an outgoing senior from Lawrence high school. Rohan is an
avid sports enthusiast and represents his school in track as well as wrestling. He loves to read and write.

Drawing
Anika Satapathy

Drawing is my favorite thing to do
It’s fun, fascinating, and fantastic
One can sketch whatever one would want to
Faces or flowers whatever they pick
Creativity flows like a river
Once one starts they won’t be able to stop
Some people's art can give you a shiver
Some may add a little color for pop
Though it may be fun one may not have pride
No matter how it may turn out to be
The artist will never be satisfied
Someone may like it but they will ne’er see
It may be hard but it’s a calming stress
Drawing is something that | do the best

Anika is a rising 9th grader at River Hill high
school in Clarksville, Maryland. Her parents
are Sikhanda Satapathy and Tina Satapathy.
She enjoys playing piano and viola, dancing,
and drawing. Anika also participates in
softball and was on her middle schools
debate team.
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Beautifully Dangerous

Archit Rajanala

When people picture flowers, the first thing that comes to mind are crimson roses and pink
cherry blossoms. However, some people might tell you different, they could tell you about the
Rafflesia arnoldii (the corpse flower), or a pot plant. Every rose has its thorns, is what people
say when something beautiful can hurt, the Rafflasia’s make believe thorns aren’t sharp, but
they rather have a pungent smell. Then there are Meat eating plants otherwise known as
carnivorous plants eating differently than most other plants. For example they eat living
organisms.
Venus flytraps

Everyone knows of the famous Venus fly trap, with its two mouth like leaves to capture, Kkill,
and digest their pray. The part most people don’t understand very well is how, a snail can race
across the mouth of one without it shutting. This is because in order for the trap to shut one of
its “trigger hairs” needs to be bent in order for this to happen. An odd thing about these plants
is that they prefer to live in dry soil so they can’t live off photosynthesis alone.

Rafflasia arnoldnii
The Rafflasia arnoldnii stinks like a rotten corpse earning it the name of corpse lily. These
flowers usually grow 3ft. in diameter and can weigh up to fifteen pounds. This plant has no
visible leaves or roots and it uses its corpse like smell to attract insects that pollinate the flower.
The Rafflasia is also a parasitic plant that will attach itself to a host to absorb the water and
nutrients it needs to survive. This plant also grows in Indonesia.

Titan Aurum
The Titan Aurum has many features in common with the Rafflasia, for example: this plant stinks
like one, and the smell attracts insects that pollinate it, but this plant has earned the title corpse
flower. This is one huge flower, growing up to 7-12 feet weighing almost 170 pounds! This
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flower is really a big cluster of smaller flower, but it has the largest unbranched inflorescence of
any flower.

Tropical pitcher plant
Nepenthes mainly known as the tropical pitcher plant, is a carnivorous plant that pretends to
be a flower to attract prey and it has the capability to use photosynthesis. This plant eats
insects and is big enough to eat an unlucky bat who decides that this is the plant it will eat out
of. The pitcher plant uses an appealing liquid to attract its food and so the prey doesn’t escape,
it will close its top leaf until the digestive process is finished. That is the fate of anything in the
mouth of the plant.

Giant Hogweed
This plant is truly terrifying, with its leaves covered in ooze that coats the skin and then almost
immediately reacts with the sun and burns through the skin and tissues leading to necrosis. To
make this plant even more terrifying, if the sap comes into contact with a person’s eyes, they
will be permanently blinded. This plant is eight feet tall, so when it drips, get out of the way.

Finally the Hogweed gets its name from the animal that is immune to the sap’s effect is a pig.
These are some of the weird plants that exist, but these aren’t the only ones you should stay
away from; like: the Buttercup flower, Death Camas, Himalayan Blackberry bush, Gympie-
Gympie, and more.

aoebsTEG 4R Tee o

Archiit Rajanala is 12 years old and is a 6" grader in Eisenhower Middle School. His hobbies include, TV,
videogames, playing the violin and drums
Parent’s Name(s): Sushmita Pradhan and Nagesh Rajanala
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OSA CONVENTION
Bastav Senapati

| have attended OSA annual function only once and | would like to let you know what | feel about
“OSA CONVENTION”. It covers who we are, what we do, where we are from etc.

OSA CONVENTION
Odisha - The motherland for Odias
Smile - See smile on everybody's face and it is time for fun & glory
America - The country where we are free to convene in
Convene - Gather with your friends and Families
Organize - It takes months to organize everything for 3-days event.
News - Share the news for near and dearer ones
Venture - Venture at different place every year
Exciting - It is very exciting to attend and enjoy the Program
Nice - Everyone is very nice and friendly
Time - OSA happens every year at the same time of the year
India - Our country, is significant in the world
Open New Doors - Meet people that can open new doors for you
New Delhi - Our country's capital

= ......H{.{@.} .;.g},gm ...... -

Grade — 3, Author Age — 9 yr.; Hobbies — Reading books, Playing Soccer, Chess
Passion -- Making Pictures, Learn and Chanting Veda
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Doll in the Mirror
Isha Satapathy

The clouds
Drifted,
So peaceful in the sky.
And under their glory
Stood
A barn.
Holes
In every unsteady wall.
Tears
In every piece of long forgotten garment.
And in one
Small wardrobe,
A little doll
Sat.
It
Gazed
Stolidly into a mirror for years, forgotten by
A little girl
That had cared for it.
She had been so
Kind,
Sweet,
Innocent.
The doll had sat
Happily
On its shelf,
Always to see her round face pop around the corner.
But one day,
Her parents woke up
To find her bed empty.
She was found at the breakfast table,
With nothing but a book.
And slowly,
She spoke:
“I’'m going far east,
Where the sun shines on the sea,
And the birds land on yellow sand.
| will never come home.”
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So she packed up her clothes,
Said goodbye to her life,
And ran away.

But never did she once consider the doll that she had so loved.
So the doll sat
In the wardrobe
In the barn with
Unsteady walls,

Under
The clouds
Drifting,

So peaceful in the sky.

> e - e

Isha Satapathy is 11 years old and goes to Eagle Ridge Middle School in Virginia. Isha loves to read and
write, present/narrate/debate, dancing Odishi, singing, swimming and Tennis.
Parents: Jayakumar Satapathy, Monalisha Mishra

Cycle of Change
Sumedha Jena

A cold blanket wraps the earth with its arms
In fear, all the animals have gone into hiding
Blizzards show its wrath, hails come and go
The snow feels very lonely.

Time moves like a creepy snail,

Buds open their eyes to the new world

Birds trill their melodious song

Rays of sunshine embrace the ground

The empty trees are now dressed with green leaves
Flowers burst with never ending happiness

Spring has now put the spirit of youth

Invigorating rain washed my thoughts out

Trees start to dance.... with the warm summer air
The gritty sand comes between my toes

The touch of the ocean tingles my fingers

Joyous moments among my friends
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Leaves start to fall....... one by one

The trees and ground start to wither

The smell of pumpkins fill the air

A cold breeze pushes itself against others

The ground is frozen

with fear of going to darkness again
Plants start wilting,

the grass can’t sway

Heavy snow hits the calm tree’s arm,
showing its loneliness

The cycle of change is here

for better and the blissful life

to continue as ever.

e 4G

Author: Sumedha Jena, Age 12
Grade: 7, Woodrow Wilson Middle School
Hobbies/Passions: Reading, Writing

@}3,;........;.

Future Goals: | want to be Psychologist as well as to continue reading world literature and writing

Parent’s Name(s): Sandhya R Jena & Nilasundar Jena

Sumedha Jena was placed 1st in Meghna Memorial Award Junior Category (Ages 7-12)
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Our Love

Based after The Selection: The One by Kiera Cass

By: Maya Devalcheruvu

An open box
Aring, resting in it
Shining in the light

Looked up
Too stunned to speak
The questions in my eyes

Web of thin
Gold vines
Circle of the ring

Two gems
Green, purple
Kissed at the crown

Purple was mine
Green was his
There we were

Two spots of light
Growing together
Inseparable

Meant to speak
Opened my mouth
| try

Managed to smile
Blink my tears
and nod

Twice now
Tried
Failed

64

Nod
Not a word
My entire body

| love you
Should have told you
Long time ago

Then again
Began to smile
| think

Those obstacles
Made me
Love you so deeply

Tears pooled
Corners of my eyes
Balancing my lashes

What | said was true
My heart is
Yours to break

You know
I’d rather die
Than see you in pain

Life was ending
All | thought about
Was you

Mourning everything

I'd lost
Never get to see you walk
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| beg

Toward me
Never get to see your face Do me the honor
In our children Become my wife

Never see streaks of silver In your hair He kissed me

Me dying Life settling
You living Found everything
Nothing but good Maxon’s arms
Lost my control Guide me
Hold me

Tears came in

Take on the world

Loved
Feeling radiating in my heart | was home
Every inch of me Found my voice
Absolute warmth Yes!
A request
Aplea

i ““"*“’5{@* -@}:ﬁm ...... -

Maya Lochana Devalcheruvu is the daughter of Niharika Mohanty and Gopi Devalcheruvu. She
is 14 years old and is going to 9th grade. Maya has been learning Odissi dance since she was

4 and for the past year, she has started ballet, jazz, and tap. Maya enjoys tutoring young

kids and volunteering at her local library. She also competes in math competitions, and plays
soccer and piano. Maya dreams of going to Stanford and becoming a pediatrician.
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The Silver Lining

Anuradha P Mishra

The bus rolled on, packed almost to the door. The heat was oppressive.
The air was filled with a weird but appealing odor-that of perspiration mingled
with the scents of the fragrances used by some passengers. “It also has the
smell of heat. Heat has a smell,” the girl in pink on the second row whispered
to herself. “It really does. It has a scent that is indescribable as well as
intoxicating”, thought Maya. Maya-that was her name. “Maya” meant
“lllusion” in Sanskrit . It also meant “Great” in Latin. Maya-the Princess, she
called herself. She lived in her own little world among fairies and princesses

and thought ever since she could remember that she was a Princess in an
earlier life. She believed she was royalty, despite the odds that she had been seeing in her small life of
19 years. Few ups and mostly downs. “Even this shall pass” had been her motto since the last few years,
but things never seemed to pass. “Even this shall pass,” she thought of the bus ride to college, looking at
the solitary coin between her fingers, rolling it absent mindedly, as the bus stopped briefly to let in
more passengers. This was her fare for the bus ride, discounted to a student rate.

“Can | sit here, please?” said a soft voice, yet loud enough to break Maya’s reverie. ”Of course
you can,” gushed Maya, moving closer to the window. ”Please take a seat.” The girl with the flushed
pimple face thanked her as she sat down next to Maya. Maya stole a good look at her as she tried to
settle in, with her books on her lap. ”She could be 16 or 17”, Maya wondered. She liked to imagine what
age strangers were, what life they led, whether they were happy or melancholic, famished or satiated,
upset or unperturbed. “She is a happy girl, maybe a bit nervous. First day of college? Possibly”,
thoughts raced in Maya’s head, as she watched the girl smile nervously, trying to adjust her skirt under
the pile of books.

Suddenly the bus started and the passengers were lunged forward. The still settling girl bumped
her head on the backrest of the front seat and fell sideways on Maya, knocking the coin off her fingers
onto the floor beneath. ”l am sorry, extremely sorry,” the girl blurted, almost in tears. Maya looked on,
unable to respond.

She watched helplessly as the coin rolled away from her, on the floor of the crowded bus. It was
in her hand a moment ago. She would have handed it over to the conductor while getting on. Now it
was down there, somewhere among the endless rows of shoes. "It is impossible to find it among all
these people standing here,” thought Maya. Small beads of perspiration began to form on her
forehead. It was the only money she had. It was her fare for the bus-ride to her college. She had no
more money. And, the next stop would be hers.

Maya lived with her sister at her grandparents' home. Her father had lost his job and was yet to
find another. Her mother was expecting. Her parents could no longer afford to send her to college. Her
grandparents had stepped in and had brought Maya and her sister to live with them. They were the
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nicest people on the planet, but sadly, her grandfather had died the previous week of a massive heart
attack. As the family mourned his loss, Maya did not have the courage to say she had exhausted her
allowance and ask for money. She had an assignment to submit for grading today. Clutching her one-
way fare, she had boarded the bus. She would hitch a ride with a friend on her way back.

The bus jolted to a stop. People started getting down. Maya shivered as she stepped onto the
aisle. She did not know what to do. She looked at the floor again, her eyes searching wildly for the lost
coin; there was still no sight of it. The lump in her throat just got bigger and bigger and threatened to
explode.

“Excuse me“, said the girl from the seat behind. “Could you step aside, please? | need to get
down here. "Yy...Yes, yes...sure" mumbled Maya, and stepped aside to let the girl go ahead. Her mind
was racing and her cheeks were flushed. The conductor in the khaki uniform walked towards her. “OH
my goodness! He is coming to me. He will ask for the fare. What do | do now? He will never believe my
story of the rollaway coin”, Maya struggled with her thoughts as she tried not to look at the conductor in
the eye. The conductor stopped near her. “Is this your stop?" he asked politely. Maya searched for
words to answer. It was indeed her stop. “I’'m sorry" she blurted out. "This Is my stop. But | do not have
the fare. | just dropped it somewhere and can't seem to find it." she added breathlessly. The conductor
smiled. "Is this yours?" - He asked, opening his palm in front of her. In his hand was the coin... the same
kind Maya had dropped. "A passenger gave it to me while getting off. She found it on the floor”, he
added.

"YES", cried Maya, "YES, YES. IT IS MINE”. “Thank you, Thank you", she whispered as she got off
the bus. “You can keep it. It is my fare”, she said in one breath with a wave of her hand. The conductor
smiled. “Yes. Of course. Thank you Miss. See you on the way back home”

She stood frozen for a minute as the bus darted off, sweating heavily. She had just been saved
from being embarrassed. Slowly, she gathered herself and started to walk towards the big iron gate of
the familiar red Victorian building. There was a new liveliness to her princess-like gait. A strange calm
came over her as she looked up, offering a silent prayer, as she always did to be thankful.

The sun had just hidden behind a huge cumulonimbus cloud- signs of an approaching
thunderstorm. As the first drops started to fall, Maya smiled as she broke into a sprint.

The cloud had a silver lining.

Anuradha P Mishra can be contacted via Email : anupranay@hotmail.com
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Innocent stare

Jigyansa Mohanty

It was 4 pm and Rama had to rush to pick up her son from the bus
stop. Rama, a former banking professional and a career woman
now above all is a dedicated mother who dots on her kids. When
Rama’s father was alive he always used to motivate Rama to follow
her passion and fly high in her career. Rama, an independent
woman had always dreamt of making it big. A rewarding career
and a hefty pay package was what she had always dreamt of. Never
ever had she imagined that she would be away from her first love,
her career and would get solace running after her two kids.

Time played its part well and Rama decided to stay indoor to raise her kids. Rama had always prioritized
her family above all post her nuptials and when it became difficult to reconcile both work and home she
decided to quit one for the other. Her husband Satish also insisted she take a break as he couldn’t see
her being in stress every time. Initially Rama used to feel low as she had left her job in which she had
toiled and invested a good 8 years of her life. But being a Taurean she preferred to be firm on her
decision as she felt the need of the hour was to give her full time and energy in shaping up the growing
up years of her two kids.

This is the time of the day Rama loves the most. Getting ready to go down and pick up her son from the
Society stop. As this is when she gets to meet her society friends who too come to pick up their kids and
together they spend a good amount of time gossiping and chitchatting. Rama otherwise a homebody
gets to know the entire community news from her friends. Starting from various recipes to diet control
plans and skin care treatments everything finds a place in their chat list. Initially she was hesitant to
open up, but, gradually she started enjoying their company.

However today Rama is super excited. As after a gap of almost one month she is going to meet her
friends. Being vacation time, most of her friends had travelled to their native and now that schools have
reopened all are back with full enthusiasm as it marks the start of their childrens’ academic year.
Happiness coupled with anxiety appears in a mixed bag on Rama’s face. Happiness first as she just can’t
wait to see the radiant smile on her son’s face and anxiety as to whether the diet she was following has
yielded any result, whether compromising on sweets and chocolates was worth for and if yes then her
friends are going to notice her efforts or not.

Taking her infant in a stroller and phone, door keys aptly placed in the back pocket of her faded jeans
she hurriedly pressed the lift button. She just can’t wait to go down as after giving much thought she

was able to finalize on that petite black floral top she used to wear prior to her pregnancy. Will she or
won’t she ..., as she takes the top in her hands after a long time. The smell of the naphthalene
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balls reminds her of the day when she was six months carrying and not a single dress of hers was fitting
in. For the first two trimesters she was gaining a kg a month, but, in the last trimester there was rapid
weight gain. When her baby was due she was 10 kg on the plus side and she knew within that it’s going
to be difficult for her to come back to shape as she doubted her metabolism. But thanks to Dr.Joshi, her
dietician and her strong will power she was able to focus and lose a lot in the last two months. Her
happiness knew no bounds as she went to Dr. Joshi’s clinic last week to check her weight and finally was
all smiles after seeing the scale pointer stop at 59, her pre pregnancy weight. ‘| have done it’ she said
getting a pat at the back from Dr. Joshi as well. Finally putting her inhibitions aside, she tried the black
top and it fit her completely.

As she brings the smile to her face thinking it is ground floor in the third floor, she is joined by Lata bai.
Lata Bai, the one who used to do the household chores at Rama’s place gives a smile to Rama’s ten
month old son while Rama stares with utter surprise. Lata to better describe was a ‘Phone Jockey’
always addicted to her phone. God knows where from she used to get the calls one after another. She
hardly paid any heed to Rama’s repeated request to talk slowly and once to make matters worse Rama
caught her talking endlessly on her mobile hardly paying any attention to the Roti which by then had
turned into a baked pappad. That was enough to show her the doors. Finally meeting her today and
getting a return smile was what Rama had least expected.

These three seconds seemed like three hours for Rama who was eagerly waiting for the elevator to open
in the ground floor. She hurriedly rushed to the sitting arena where she found her friends waiting for
their little ones. Rama was super excited to meet her friends and a warm hello followed by a tight hug
with a radiant return smile was enough to boost up Rama’s spirit. Here comes Adi’'s mom wearing a cute
pink dress short enough to show her perfect body curves. Wow!! Beautiful came out from Rishi’s mom
followed by Rahul and Nishant’s. Rama thought that it was going to be her turn next, so she kept on
smiling anticipating a complement at any point. But to her utter surprise the show stealer was Nidhi,
Adi’'s mom who by then had started explaining her dietary charts and hair texture to Rama’s friends.
Rama didn’t know what to say, confused in her own thoughts she couldn’t utter a single word.

How was she not complemented for her looks? How could her black floral top go unnoticed? Heads used
to turn when she used to wear it with her beige cargo pant to her office. Even Satish used to notice it
who otherwise is mostly hooked on to the laptop completing his office assignments. So what’s wrong
today? She had been constantly trying to lose weight. For first six months of her pregnancy her only
concern was to feed her new born properly but now that her younger one is already ten months old, she
has been making some dietary changes followed by yoga to stay fit and shed those extra pounds. Now
that she has come to shape has her weight loss regime taken a toll on her face as the glow she used to
have earlier is no more there or else is it simply that her girlie gang has been floored by Nidhi and she
stands nowhere close to her. What went wrong ? She wondered............cccc........

Avoiding a grumpy face and showing a fake smile she ran as her elder son jumped from the bus to greet
her. Oh baby .........she exclaimed as she took him off from the bus. The little one slightly taking a pause
asked her with enough curiousity, "Mamma, are we going out somewhere? you are all dressed up and
look so good. | thought we are going out for pizza." Rama was perplexed. The entire dressing up process,
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Lata Bai, Adi’s mom all seem to have vanished. It was only her five year old’s question that seem to have
baffled her. She was speechless. Finally she planted a kiss on her son’s forehead and marched ahead to
gorge on some healthy pizza...............

Divine bliss

Jayasmita Mishra

FAITH can move mountains. Passing through different phases of life we have faced
difficulties which many a times have a miraculous ending. This itself explains the
existence of a Super power. Here is one such encounter | had faced, that had a happy
ending.

This happened on a snowy winter evening...in New York. My husband was returning
from an official trip from Brazil, he called me up from Miami. | did alert him about the
bad weather conditions in New York. | suggested that it would be better and safe for
him to stay there for the night and catch the plane next morning.

| now realize, his eagerness to come home was quite strong, his immediate reply was that if the flight
flew to NY he would definitely take the flight. As the paradigm goes: Men seldom listen, for sure the
flight reached LaGuardia Airport with a lot of difficulty. Technology helps, all the time | was busy tracking
the flight and my anxiety heightened up when the plane kept hovering above the airport as the snow
was being cleaned at the ground level. Twenty minutes it circled up in the air till the runway was
shoveled and it was safe to land.

The phone rang, | was relieved to hear Parth’s voice, and only a sailor’s wife will understand my
turbulent mind and gamut of emotions involved. This time when | spoke, once again | pleaded with him
to book a hotel in the airport and stay rather than risk coming home, which on normal days would be a
one and a half hour drive. Stubborn and firm, he was determined to take his own decision. At the airport
none of the cab drivers wanted to bring him. Exhausted, frustrated and drained out he ultimately
reached the train station in our town using various means of public transport; a shuttle, bus and train. At
the train station again it was difficult to find a conveyance home; no cabs were available.

Our efforts of getting help from neighbors and friends also was in vain. | tried calling a few friends, the
irony: it was always the voice message answering my call and | had no patience for that. Times are
different; no one wants to be bothered about other people's crisis. They fail to understand that it is
always a two way street. In reality, one small gesture of kindness or good deed can create a domino
effect of paying it forward.

Panic stricken, | decided to seek help from neighbors, whom | knew for the past 15yrs., by virtue of
residing in a huge apartment complex. Every other day we met at common places; elevator, lounge,
parking lot, garbage bin, recycle area and so on, not forgetting to exchange greetings and smiles with
one another. After all we shared a common sense of affinity and bonded as a big family.

Cutting a long story short, at times your own people do not also realize the gravity of the situation and
back out when in need. It was hard to believe when the neighbor who had a 4/4 wheel drive van, could
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have helped but he was so much engrossed in watching a movie that he bluntly nodded his head and
literally slammed the door on my face. Probably he was enjoying his, “ME” time to the brim. A police
officer whose duty is to protect people also shrugged his shoulders off. A friend and good neighbor
refused explaining his own limitations. It was a period of intense stress, | felt helpless.

Cold and annoyed, Parth decided that he would walk home. My heart missed a beat, as | knew it would
be an arduous task as he had his heavy luggage too. Not to mention he was sick two months ago and
was under strict medical supervision.

| had no other option: just closed my eyes and prayed. | decided | would also walk down to the train
station so that when we meet both could help each other. | was just getting ready to go and lo behold! |
opened the front door, to my utter disbelief Parth was standing in front of me. Indeed this was a
miracle. It so happened an unknown Spanish lady who had gone to pick her family from the train
station, did offer him a ride and dropped him right in front of our building. Swearing on God’s name
Parth said he never knew the lady and from nowhere she came beckoning him to sit in her car and
dropped him at his destination. Everything appeared to be well planned, she was God sent.

Angles do exist on earth, immediately | could visualize myself being in God’s care. An unforgettable
experience, worth sharing: prayers are answered; for sure miracles do happen. We should all recognize
that every time God does choose to perform a miracle in our lives, He is showing His love for usin a
tangible way.

Dr Jayasmita Mishra, Ph.D lives in upstate New York with husband Akshay and two children Suprav and
Supriya.
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That Night of Her Life
Chinmoyee Tripathy

Spring —the pleasant season with its beautiful fragrance of cosmos and gardenia, made the atmosphere
heavenly. Sudha was sipping her hot cup of ginger tea while inhaling a little more of the spring aroma
from her patio garden. The ginger aroma from her tea was subdued. The ‘Shutterfly’ courier guy had just
delivered the online order of her wedding snaps. Luckily her 5-year-old munchkin went to school and
Sudha was happy, as she was all alone to open the packet and ponder over the snaps without any
disturbances.

Sudha glanced at the wall clock from top of her shoulder and breathed a sigh of relief to find that four
more hours were still there for her munchkin to be back from his school. She spread the hundred of
snaps all over the carpet and started looking at each and every picture. She had ordered those pictures
to make a collage as a wedding anniversary gift for her husband Sudeep.

“How time flies,” she said to herself. Ten long years have passed and now she was Mrs. Mishra for such
a long time!

But all of a sudden, Sudha picked up a photo of her with drooped eyes, dry lips and with a rusty blanket
wrapped all over her wedding ‘ghagra’. Pain streaked on her face. She could not stop herself from
drifting into that part of her life. It was as if “Alice went into her WONDER-LAND.”

%k k kk

Sudha when young, always dreamt of a house full of life, where members not only live for themselves
but also live for each other. She always thought why her parents who showered their love on her only
brother Kanhu, didn’t love her. She wondered if it was a mistake that they brought her to this world.
With passage of time she was mature enough to understand about couples bearing kids. And Sudha
knew that the first child could never be thought of as a mistake by any couple, but yes, her gender
definitely was not what her parents wanted. They never wanted a girl child. Everyone liked Sudha, a
slim, beautiful and fair girl, not because she was pretty, but because she was very friendly. Her witty
talks made all her friends fall off their seats. Her selfless love towards God made her very confident and
she always felt that miracles do happen. She thought her parents didn’t care for her small feelings, but
she did feel that they provided things she needed the most. She found that parents of most of her
friends didn’t even care to do that. This made her love her parents more with every passing day. While
hanging around with friends she heard stories of rape and murder by neighbors or strangers but her
story was different. She used to talk how several times strangers helped her. She felt as if someone was
always there to hold her hand and guide her way ahead.

Sudha offered silent prayers to God thanking Him for everything that happened in her life. Her only
complaint against God was, “Why her parents never loved her the way she wanted?” Being very
positive, she always thought, God would definitely send her a prince charming who would love her to
the moon and back. Hence she was happy always. Finally the day came, her wedding day. She seemed
very happy. Girls generally get depressed thinking of leaving their parents, friends and family but Sudha
was excited to meet Sudeep, her prince charming. It was an arranged marriage. The numerous phone
calls between the long distant friends during the brief span of time between engagement and marriage
made them one soul with bodies. She always thought, “Will there ever be love in an arranged
marriage?” But, it happened and she was terribly in love with the cute, fair and handsome Sudeep, a
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software engineer by profession and a romantic by heart. Sudha was having mixed feelings; she could
not believe that she would be someone’s wife first then someone’s daughter. But, of course, she was
longing for this time. Her life partner from now on would be a part of her identity. This was what she
wanted all her life.

The days went smoothly with her pre and post-wedding rituals and soon Sudha and Sudeep were
pronounced man and wife in a traditional Odia Hindu marriage. Legally they were the married couple as
they registered their marriage 30 days prior to that big day. Time from dawn to dusk flew very fast.
Sudha waved goodbye to everyone with teary eyes and a heavy heart after her marriage. She followed
Sudeep to the decorated car and sat with him. She was excited for her new home in a remote village,
some hundred kilometers away from her parent’s place. Sudeep was a software engineer who worked
far from his hometown, but he never forgot his roots from a remote rural place. He was the son of a
zamindar of a small village in Odisha. Sudha, brought up in the city, had never seen a village, neither did
she dream of going to one ever. So she wondered how everything was going to be in the new place. She
had deep faith in Sudeep’s great love for her.

The bridegroom’s decorated car got packed with the driver, Kanhu, Lali (Sudeep’s younger sister) and
the newlywed couple. All the way to her new home she clutched Sudeep’s hand and was silently
weeping; all her thoughts were about the new family. She kept asking Sudeep intermittently, “how far
we need to go?” On their way home, Sudeep insisted her to take a nap leaning on his shoulder. Without
uttering a single word she just leaned towards him and could smell his cologne.

Sudha asked in a very faint voice, “How long?”

Sudeep slightly lifting her clenched fist and kissing it gently, replied in his husky tone, “few more
minutes, be ready for a grand welcome”. Sudha almost fainted with this gesture of his and felt
everything stopped right in front of her. She was ecstatic. To her surprise the silence broke in no time.

“Why did you stop the vehicle in the middle of the road?” Sudha heard Sudeep asking the driver. She
saw the time from his watch was 12 o’clock when Sudeep pressed his digital clock’s light button. Lali and
Kanhu were deep asleep.

“The car hit something. Didn’t you hear that thud?” asked the driver.

Sudha pressed her hand against Sudeep’s as if apologizing for what was going on between them just a
few minutes back. Sudeep pretended as if he heard something and then asked the driver to restart the
vehicle and move-on. Sudha tried looking out of the window and could feel just the quietness of the
dark night. She could hear the sound of the breeze blowing away the leaves of big trees everywhere.
This was very different from the nights in the city. She was bit scared when she could not see anything
around her and grasped Sudeep’s hand very tightly. Soon she heard Sudeep being asked by his father to
remain seated and not to get down from that car. It was ritual; he was not supposed to stop during the
time he takes his bride home. She was proud of Sudeep that he obeyed his father. She could hear
footsteps of some people coming from the front. They were his cousins who came to help. First they
dropped Kanhu and Lali at home safely and then tried every technique to roll the wheels, but it was all
in vain. Literally struggling for two and a half hours, Sudeep lost all his patience and asked Sudha to get
down from the broken car and follow him to the other car.

Sudha got down from the car, adjusted her pallu, saree, and whole lot of ornaments, all the bridal decks.
She was physically exhausted; tired even to lift the heavy jeweler over her body, which she was not
habituated to wear as a girl. Everywhere she looked was dark, dark and only dark. She glanced at the
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white car that was broken; still the flowers over it were fresh as if wishing her happiness all her life. She
walked some 50-60 feet to reach to the parked car, which she guessed must be with Sudeep inside. She
opened the rear door and slipped inside only to see no one inside it. The door lights also didn’t glow.
She was struggling to recognize who were in the front seats when she heard Sudeep asking her to relax
as he was seating next to his elder brother who was in the driver’s seat. Finally, they headed home after
a very long break. Proper Grihapravesh was done. It was 3 o’clock in the morning but nothing seemed to
have changed the wedding spirit. She saw decorations everywhere. The band stood quietly without
playing the drums , they were trying not to disturb others in the village. After one hour Sudha got a bed
to lie down; She was tired.

As per the Odia wedding practice, the consummation occurs on the fourth night of the wedding day.
Sudha had her bed with other ladies and Sudeep was somewhere among the gents. Just after an hour
Sudha could hear the voices of many calling her name, asking her to get up. Once she got up, she was
very tired as if something was wrong with her. She heard Lali talking to Sudeep about her. She told
Sudeep that Sudha was shivering in fever and was making grunts as if somebody was pressing her
throat. Sudha’s head was heavy; she remained in bed for the rest of the morning. She was down with
very high fever for the next few days. She was tested for typhoid, malaria and dengue, which were all
negative. Doctors gave her blood and urine reports as normal. But something was wrong with her. On
the night of consummation Sudha was down with very high fever. With her bridal make-up she was
wrapped with a rusty blanket. Her first night with Sudeep was sizzling hot not because of what she
earlier dreamt of but because of her high body temperature. Day by day Sudha was becoming lean and
weak. Days passed. Her health was deteriorating. Everyone in the village came up with new ideas to heal
her; Sudeep’s family did everything for Sudha. Sudeep was very worried for his wife. He took a month’s
leave for his wedding and twenty days were already gone; Sudha was still not in a condition to talk to
him, or accompany him.

One fine day, one of Sudeep’s friends suggested him to call a Tantrik Baba who could try some black
magic to cure Sudha’s ailment. It was his last resort; Sudeep agreed and called the Tantrik Baba. He
desperately wanted Sudha to be all right. The Baba determined something unnatural that caused her
illness. Sudha could not believe what she heard. As per the Baba, an evil spirit came to stay in Sudha’s
body from the spot where their car broke down on her wedding night. The finding was confirmed from
the fact that a few years back a young woman, from Lali’s college had committed suicide by hanging
from that banyan tree near the graveyard. It was her spirit, that unnatural-power which entered Sudha’s
body when she walked alone from one car to the other. Sudha was not ready to accept what the Baba
told; but it was hard to ignore what the driver too told the family. The driver told that when he went
with a mechanic to bring the broken car for repair, they could not find anything wrong with the vehicle.
The car started in the first attempt and rolled on.

Soon the Baba performed certain pujas and chanted mantras; Sudha began feeling better. Her struggle
for twenty-two days was over. Sudha and Sudeep spent rest of their days happily in the village with the
family members and left for the city he worked.

For Sudha it was something she could never decide: whether to accept that a spirit made her sick or,
that the illness came to her from physical exhaustion and anxiety of coming to a completely new place.
She thought of the episode as a miracle in her life. Her first few days in her in-laws house were so lovely
for her that now she had memories to cherish all her life. Everybody took good care of her and loved her
like she was never loved before. But every time she thought of that fateful night she was puzzled.

“Whatever it may be, if you think good, good things will happen to you,” mused Sudha.
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Tring! Tring! Tring!

“Oh, it's 4 o’clock. Tatu’s bus will be coming any moment. | must rush to the school bus-stop” said a
smiling Sudha while piling up all her snaps.

Konark, The Sunset Heritage
Anil Dey

The thirteenth century Sun Temple of Konarka - one of the Seven Wonders of the World in the past, a
world heritage now - evokes global interest even in its ruins. The great tower is long gone, Jagamohona
is in crutches, the beautiful sculptures are in terminal stage of leprous decay and cruel nature will surely
claim the rest in another century at best. In the foreseeable future, ambiance of most of the sculptures
will be beyond recognition and even the remains of Konarka will stand like a ghost of its past. It has
therefore been a cherished dream in the heart of every art lover to see this great heritage rise again in a
new Avatar. Yet there has been controversy galore, whenever such a proposal surfaced!

THE CONTROVERSY

Pseudo socialists jumped into the ring whenever such a proposal was made, questioning, why spend
crores of rupees on building a temple when majority of people in the state are unable to manage two
square meals a day? Yet, none of these antagonists had voiced a single protest when hundreds of
temples dedicated to different Gods and Goddesses were
sprouting across the state and beyond. The spree continues
unabated but no one objects. One is bound to ask, is heritage
of a nation, less important than its religious sentiments?
Pardon me for asking, is it religious or superstitious?

The controversy has arisen from the fact that protagonists are
trying to view the external beauty of the temple as an
independent phenomenon while antagonists are unable to
see anything beyond its external beauty.

.

What are visitors looking for in these ruins? A part of the crowd perhaps wonders what this stupendous
creation originally was but a major part comes here to derive carnal pleasure from the thousands of
erotic sculptures. Both the groups cannot even conceive, to what height of sophistication, these
medieval artists had gone.

THE ARTISTIC CONCEPT

Behind every great art there is a great philosophy. Until that philosophy is understood the real greatness
of the Sun Temple of Konarka will not be understood.
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Start from the temple itself; it is not a structure alone with certain mundane roles to play. Hindus treat
the temple as a living human being. They call the human body, ‘Deha Mandira’- body the temple. It is
holy. In the canons of Kalingan architecture different parts of the structure are named after different
parts of the human body — Pada (foot), Jangha (thigh), Gandi, (body above waist), Beki (neck), Mastaka
(head) and so on. The tall tower of Rekha temple is considered as Man and the squat ornamented Pidha
temple in front as Woman. Hindu philosopher has also likened the human body to a chariot:

Atmanaam Rathinaam biddhi shariram ratha mebatu/
Buddhi tu sarathi biddhi manah pragahameba cha //
Kathopanisad (1.iii.3)
Body is a chariot of which soul is the master; intellect is its charioteer and mind, its bridle.

The world exists from the combined forces of man and woman. The great architect of Konarka added to
this concept solar presence and the eternal journey of humanity. On stone he expressed, Powered by
solar grace, the united journey of man and woman in their bodily chariot, rolls on and on through
days, weeks, months, years and generations after generations to eternity. This is deathless - Amruta.
There is nothing parochial, narrow or communal in this great philosophy; no mention even of any known
religion.

Many theories have been advanced on the erotic images. Percy Brown (1872-1955), an art critic of
Victorian mind set, who at one stage named these sculptures, “Plastic obscenity” recorded later, “Deep
within the sculptured stones lies an artless perfection that is full of art, in-expressible yet potent, like the
musical notes of Mendelssohn’s ‘Songs without words’ or the hunting indefinable melodies of the
‘Nocturnes’ Debussy. Serious viewers may suffer of such conflicting reaction but until the history and
philosophy of temple ornamentation in Odisha is understood, these friezes will remain ever, an enigma.

Till around 7™ century ornamentations on the Odishan temples were few but there was no bar on
decorating walls inside. The trend changed thereafter. While the external surface was ornamented more
and more the inside was shorn of all ornamentation. Symbolically they were telling, man and woman
come together attracted by physical charms but once they merge in each other all external attractions
get lost. The architect seems to have been influenced by the under mentioned scripture — one of the
many — in Brahadaraka Upanishad:

Tadwa aswei-tatichhanda apahata- papam-abhayam rupam/
Tadyatha Priyaya striya sampariswakto na bahyam kinchana beda nantaram, Ebamebayam
purushaha: pragyenatmana samparshwakto na bahyam Kinchan beda nantaram; tadwa aswei-
tadapta-kamam-aptakamam-akamam rupam Shokantaram.

-Brahadaraka Upanishad (4.3.21)

This image of the soul is devoid of lust or guilt (atichhanda). Like a couple in deep embrace forgetting
their outer or inner cravings and, in a state of oneness, the soul is beyond desire, lust, or sorrow. That is
the state in which these couples have remained frozen for what seems to be the eternity.

Now look at the erotic sculptures again. You will not find a single instance of rape or physical atrocity.
The churning world of humanity is merged in cosmic oneness. Essential though, can we present them in
the new temple with same frankness? | shall try to answer the question by a simile.

The Sun Temple of Konarka was an epic written on stone. Epics contain certain eternal values. Epics
like Ramayana and Mahabharata have been written time and again. Each of them is written in a manner
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conforming to the social mores of that time. Yet the eternal values enshrined in these epics have not
been lost. This great temple can rise again if protagonists keep this in mind and modern artists are able
to present the erotica in essence without offending contemporary social mores.

A SECULAR TEMPLE
Sounds absurd but it is true. Apart from creating a classic beauty, there was a specific reason why king
Narasinghadeb-I invested a fortune on this great monument. That reason is valid even today.

At a time when Odisha was inundated in Jagannath worship and Jagannath was the royal icon of
Ganga dynasty, what impelled the brightest star of the dynasty to create a temple much bigger than
the tallest Jagannath temple, much more beautiful than any temple of that time and consecrated
there in the Sun god, who had nominal followers then?

The society then, was bitterly divided between, Vaishnavites, Shaivites and Shakti cult with followers of
Jagannath trying to downplay every other god and goddess. Historian Dr. Karunasagar Behera has
qguoted from two old scriptures in this context. While Kapila Samhita asserts supremacy of Jagannath on
all other gods, Bata Avakasha describes all gods as mere attendants of Jagannath like menials (Konark
Vol-I p.141). Prime Minister Modiji today chants the mantra of, “Sabka’ saath sabka Vikash”. Nearly
eight centuries earlier, a medieval king of Odisha had understood, without social amity his country
cannot prosper. He used religion itself as a tool of reform. He had realized that every religion preaches
good conduct and peaceful co-existence; followers twist them to create discord. If the followers could
be brought together under one roof and encouraged to discuss, much of the rift may even out. He
placed on one pedestal, the Lingam, Lord Jagannath and Ma’ Bhabani — representing the three warring
cult and stood paying obeisance.

Sun whose grace brooks no barrier of religion, caste, creed, colour or nationality, was the perfect foil
to the radical thoughts of the king. Unfortunately, the noble king had little time to implement his royal
strategy. The temple was consecrated in 1258 AD and Narasingha tenure ended by 1264. The strategy
is still valid in a world torn in hatred, distrust and religious fanaticism. This temple in its contemporary
Avatar could be the greatest gift of Odisha to the world.

It is not to showcase the great stone craft of Odisha alone that a resurrection is necessary. Until the
underlying spiritual and social causes of this temple are understood and brought out in the new
creation, the whole exercise would be lost and it would be just another temple; at best a poor copy of
the old masterpiece.

Apart from artistic and conceptual aspects, there exists serious technical problems which cannot be
solved through legends. A number of acknowledged experts from the field of engineering, science, art
and architecture assembled under the banner of Kalinga Heritage Preservation Trust (KHPT) 5 years
back to design a Global Sun Temple in the architectural, spiritual and secular tradition of the Sun Temple
of Konarka. Readers interested in details may visit website www.khptodisha.org. The team has worked
out detailed engineering drawings and a thousand rupees Project Report.

Now question arose, who will foot the bill? This being an Odia heritage, the Trustees expected in fitness,
the Odia community will come forward. There has been no response; there have rather been voices
galore, expecting the Government to finance the project! The Odisha Government have washed their
hands off the project. On 4 ™ May 2016 Honourable Minister, Tourism and Culture, stated on the floor of
the house that the Government has no plan to create another Konark temple. The great heritage
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remains only in the horse icon printed at the head of Government stationary! State Government could
have patronised this project to promote tourism — foreign tourists in particular. The catholic character of
this temple is expected to attract people from all over the globe looking for peace. The Government at
the centre — though saffron coloured — will not patronize a Hindu temple, secularin essence.

On principle, why should Government build a temple? Somnath temple was destroyed 6 times and
rebuilt 6 times, the last being in independent India between 1947 and 1951. Government did not fund
the restoration but Sardar Patel first and K.M.Munshi next was chief patron of the project. Is there any
Nationalist politician of similar stature in Odisha?

Why talk of politicians and Government, | will revert to the civil society again which seems to be in deep
slumber. Business men and industrialists are also a part of that civil society.

Italy in Europe is not a rich country. One shoe maker named Tod has donated 20.6 million Euro (Rs.210
Crores) for restoration of the famous Colosseum. A diesel retailer has contributed 5 million Euro (Rs.42
Crores) for conservation of the Rialto bridge of Venice. Fendi a fashion designer has donated 2.5 million
Euro (Rs.21 Crore) for restoration of Trevi fountain in Rome. | beg to ask the Odia community; is there
no business house in Odisha or abroad, richer than a shoe maker or a diesel retailer?

Coming to the financial burden on people, how much is the burden? As per a recent Census, population
of Odisha is 4.55 Crores. The project cost being a thousand Crores, financial burden per head comes to
only Rs.220/- and that too spread over 5 to 6 years. It is true, there are yet many in the State who
cannot manage two square meals daily. It is equally true that there are many who can buy a whole
granary.

This temple is not a heritage of Odisha alone; it is the heritage of the whole world particularly because
of its all-inclusive philosophy and contribution to world peace. The global community should also come
forward for this noble cause.

Odia sisters and brothers; awake to the cause of your national heritage; come forward - individually
and collectively - to help the greatest project of the century take shape.

et e {{@i- 4@}3 e
P.S
This writer is the author of two seminal works on Konarka;

1. Arka Kshetra Konarka (Odia). Publisher Aama Odisha, Bhubaneshwar.
2. The Sun Temple of Konark (English). Publisher Niyogi Books, Delhi.
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Can We Make Our Cells Younger?
Joy Gopal Mohanty

When | was in the first grade, my grandfather gave me a book named, “First book of English” to
read. | forgot the author’s name of that book; but I still remember what | read in one of its pages that
said,

“If you wish to be stout and strong,
Get up at five; go to bed at nine,
Eat plain food and play for sometimes after school hours.”

Now | am a grandfather and cannot even think of being stout and strong. | can get up some days at five
with alarm set; but it is hard. Certainly, | would like to go to bed at nine, even before. | do eat plain
vegetarian food; but cannot walk much, forget about playing, not even feel like going to gym every day.
| think, my friends of my age will probably feel the same way. | am old. However, | would like not to get
sick. So, | am trying to keep a healthier life as much as possible. Yet, aging has affected me like anybody
else of my age. One of my friend, when he was 50-55 years old, he had full head of hair; but they were
all white. He decided to color black and immediately thereafter, all of his colleagues said to him, “You
look 20 years younger”. He was musing to himself. Amazing! It feels good when someone says
something nice about you. It is true however, that he did not become younger by just coloring his hair,
and it is just the look. In fact, hair-coloring solution contains chemicals like peroxide that can even
damage hair cells.

Interestingly, human body has two different types of age [1]: “Chronological age” according to
the person’s date of birth and “Biological age” that refers to how old a person seems or feels. My
parents lived up to their mid-eighties, while my sister’s father-in-law is living and is already 100 years
old. He eats plain food, takes care of his own daily routine, talks normal to family members, and goes up
and down on the stairs of the building where he lives. Can we then say that his “Biological age” is
definitely less than his chronological age? According to the experts [1], the protective ends of the
chromosomes, called “Telomeres” work to keep chromosome ends from deteriorating, affecting how
quickly cells age and die. It seems, there is a direct correlation between Telomere length and biological
age. Thus, persons with shorter Telomeres are more likely to experience an early death or develop
neurodegenerative diseases, such as Alzheimer’s or Parkinson’s disease. However, maintaining a
healthy lifestyle, including a healthy diet and regular exercise, may maintain Telomere length.
Recently, even a company [2] has opened up introducing a simple genetic test in measuring cellular age
[2] of people in “Telo-years”.

1. http://www.medicaldaily.com/human-bodys-chronological-and-biological-age-may-differ-why-your-breast-
tissues-are-326884
2. https://www.teloyears.com/home/index.html?gclid=CI7W45Wjr9MCFQhXDQodgJ4G-Q
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Think about when you have a pain or headache. What you do? Take rest and if that does not
help, take some over-the-counter painkillers like “Aspirin” or “lbuprofen (Advil)”. Some people even
have to take prescription painkillers to curb their pain. In these situations, these painkillers act like
blood thinners and thereby increase blood flow [3]. We must understand that for every cell in our body
to work properly and do their job, they need oxygen and oxygen is delivered to them only by blood,
circulating all over the body. If for some reason there is a blood clot or so-called “Plaque” formation [4],
blood circulation will be hampered. Then, if cells undergo a condition with very low oxygen level than
usual for a prolonged period, they can go through senescence or even die. In fact, due to various
factors, cells in our body do go through senescence and die. Of course, each day new cells are born to
compensate the loss. However, this process has a limit and when majority of cells in blood circulation or
in the heart go through senescence, death ultimately happens.

So the question comes, what can we do to increase blood circulation? These days, when | visit
my doctor, he/she always asks me if | do exercise every day for at least half an hour. Even walking will
help. In answer, | remain silent, as | do not feel like going to the gym. That means we have to be active
and move our body parts regularly to keep our cells healthier. In fact, athletes always have to go
through a warm up exercise before they take part in the completion. If we sit still, body thinks as if cells
do not need to metabolize or produce energy and they become sluggish. In addition, in case you have a
broken bone and have a cast, once the cast is removed, you have to go through a period of physical
therapy to slowly increase the movement of that part of the body. When we move, we use energy and
then cells metabolize and produce more energy again. However, if too much energy is drawn, we feel
tired and feel sleepy. Thus each one of us also needs to sleep for some time to rejuvenate our batteries
or basal energy level of our cells.

Therefore, here are some tips [5] for healthy aging that we should consider at any stage of life
and particularly in the senior life:

e Stay physically active with regular exercise.

e Stay socially active with friends and family and within your community.

e Eat a healthy, well-balanced diet — dump the junk food in favor of fiber-rich, low-fat, and
low-cholesterol eating.

e Do not neglect yourself: Regular check-ups with your doctor, dentist, and optometrist are
even more important now.

e Take all medications as directed by your doctor.

e Limit alcohol consumption and cut out smoking.

e Get the sleep that your body needs.

In addition, doctors [5] say, “Getting adequate nutrition can be a challenge as you get older.” In
fact, several key nutrients may be in short supply, as we get older. Below are the top vitamins and
nutrients [6] to be taken regularly that are suggested by them as follows. Above all, nutritionists
recommend us to drink 3 to 5 large glasses of water each day.

. http://www.nativeremedies.com/ailment/increase-poor-blood-circulation.html
._http://www.webmd.com/heart-disease/clogged-arteries-arterial-plaque#l

. http://www.everydayhealth.com/senior-health/understanding/index.aspx

. http://www.webmd.com/healthy-aging/nutrition-world-2/missing-nutrients
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Vitamin B12: This is an important vitamin needed for creating red blood cells and DNA, and for
maintaining healthy nerve function. This can be taken as supplements to meet the need.

Folate/Folic Acid: This is an important nutrient that needs supplementation for older people whose
diets do not include sufficient fruits and vegetables or they do not eat folic acid
fortified cereals.

Calcium: Calcium is so essential that if you do not get enough, your body will leach it out of your

bones and this can increase the risk of brittle bones and fractures. Dairy products taken
regularly can supply sufficient calcium. Otherwise supplements will be needed.

Vitamin D:  This helps the body absorb calcium, maintain bone density, and prevent osteoporosis. In
older people, vitamin D deficiency has also been linked to increased risk of falling. For this
reason, calcium and vitamin D are available in one pill that should be taken by seniors.

Potassium:  This essential mineral is vital for cell function and has been shown to help reduce high
blood pressure and the risk of kidney stones. Unfortunately, surveys show that many older
Americans do not get the recommended 4.7 gram of potassium a day. Bananas are good
source of potassium.

Magnesium: Getting enough of this important nutrient can help keep your immune system in top shape,
your heart healthy, and your bones strong. Some medications older people take, including
diuretics, may also reduce magnesium absorption. So, fill your plate with as many
unprocessed foods as possible, including fresh fruits, vegetables, nuts, whole grains, beans
and seeds, all of which are great sources of magnesium.

I
o
0}
a

This is very important for good health and bowl movement as it helps promote healthy
digestion by moving foods through the digestive tract.

Probiotics and Prebiotics [7]:

Probiotics [7] are “good” bacteria that help keep our digestive system healthy. In addition,
once they live and colonize in the gut, they forcibly remove harmful bacteria. One of the
best sources of probiotics is yogurt containing live and good bacteria like lactobacillus or
bifidobacteria. Probiotics are even available in vegetarian capsules. According to experts,
strength of probiotics is measured in colony forming units (CFUs). One should purchase
probiotics with highest CFU available and with as many strains possible. Vitacost [8]
Probiotic 15-35 appears to be one of the best in this category. This probiotic supplement
[8] provides 15 different probiotic strains with total strength of 35 CFUs.

On the other hand, prebiotics [7] are carbohydrates in the fibers that cannot be digested
by the human body. They are food for probiotics. Foods rich in prebiotics include
asparagus, artichokes, bananas, oatmeal, and legumes. Interestingly, Vitacost Probiotic
15-35 is a synbiotic, meaning it contains both probiotics and prebiotics that work together
to promote digestion and support a healthy immune system [8]. | remember when |
started with this probiotic, | had a bloating feeling for a couple of days and then it went

7. http://www.webmd.com/vitamins-and-supplements/nutrition-vitamins-11/probiotics
8. https://www.vitacost.com/productResults.aspx?N=08&ss=1&Ntt=probiotic%2015-35
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away. Moreover, after using it for 2-3 weeks, | felt do not need to use it every day. That means,
once the probiotics colonies are formed in the gut, we only need to maintain it and one capsule
every 3 days was adequate for me to keep it going.

Omega-3 Fats:

These unsaturated fats, found primarily in fish, have a wide range of benefits, including possibly
reducing symptoms in rheumatoid arthritis and slowing the progression of age-related macular
degeneration, a disease of reduced vision in the elderly. Omega-3s may also reduce the risk of
Alzheimer’s disease and perhaps even keep the brain sharper as we age. Some vegetable
sources of omega 3 include soybeans, walnuts, flaxseeds, and canola oil. A vegetarian/vegan
Omega-3 Supplement [9] called “Ovega-3” prepared from Algae (a plant) is one of the best
products available in the market.

A new Vitamin B3 called Nicotinamide Riboside:

81 Cells in our body continuously go
Human tissue tested by Massudi et.al.,
PLoS One, vol. 7, e42357, 2012 through DNA damage and subsequent
repair [10]. Scientists are just
™ beginning to understand some of the
key molecules involved in DNA repair.
Many factors, such as tobacco and
radiation from sunlight, are known to
actively damage DNA. Although our
cells have sophisticated mechanisms
for repairing DNA, errors inevitably slip
through.
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An  important compound called
nicotinamide  adenine  dinucleotide

Age (years) (NAD?) found in all cells that regulates
key signaling pathways and energy production, is also known to participate in DNA repair [10].
Scientists [11] have discovered that NAD" level in our cells decline with age. The reason why
NAD' declines with age is unknown, but this might account for why DNA repair capacity declines
with age. Research group led by Dr. David Sinclair at Harvard Medical School [12] found that by
administering mice with an endogenous compound called nicotinamide riboside (NR), which is
converted into NAD" by cells, they could repair cell’s loss in ability to make energy, and reverse
signs of aging. In fact, administration of 2-year old mice with this NAD* booster, NR, their cells
behaved like those of 6-month young mice.

9. http://www.ovega.com/

10. https://www.nih.gov/news-events/nih-research-matters/researchers-find-clue-repair-aging-dna

11. Hassina Massudi, Ross Grant, Nady Braidy, Jade Guest, Bruce Farnsworth, and Gilles J. Guillemin: Age-
Associated Changes In Oxidative Stress and NAD® Metabolism In Human Tissue, PLoS One, vol. 7, e42357, 2012.

12. https://hms.harvard.edu/news/genetics/new-reversible-cause-aging-12-19-13
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Dr. Charles Brenner, a Biochemist from University of lowa conducted a first human clinical trial of
NR on himself [13] and a second human trial of NR [13] involving six men and six women. Each
participant received single oral doses of 100mg, 300mg, or 1000mg of NR in a different sequence
with a seven-day gap between doses. After each dose, blood and urine samples were collected
and analyzed. The results showed that NR vitamin increased NAD® metabolism in a dose-
dependent manner and there were no serious side effects with any of the doses. NR is now
commercially available for human consumption from ChromaDex Inc [14] with the trade name
“NIAGEN”.  Several companies like Prohealthspan.com, Genexformulas.com, and
hpnsupplements.com, sell Niagen in vegetarian capsules that can be taken in empty stomach
daily with a glass of water. These companies also sell their Niagen capsules via Amazon.com.

With this information, it is tempting to ask, “Can we make our cells younger and have healthy aging by
taking NR (Niagen) along with adequate nutrition and exercise? That of course time will tell.

13. https://medcom.uiowa.edu/theloop/news/first-human-clinical-trial-for-nicotinamide-riboside
14. https://www.chromadex.com/niagen/

Author contact: 6387 Woodland Forest Dr., Elkridge, MD 21075 or via Email: jgmohanty@yahoo.com.

What Alumni Can Do For Their Alma Mater
Debendra Kumar Das

INTRODUCTION

Beginning in 1960’s many educated Odias migrated to the USA, Canada
and Europe. Most had studied at good colleges in India and with that
education; they came for and further higher studies at foreign universities.
Once completed, they were able to get respectable white-collar jobs and led a
very comfortable life. They could afford to give an excellent education to their
children. This success in life was possible because they had received a good /
education in India, which gave them their first break, to come into the K
prosperous western countries.

Therefore, the Odia immigrant community, who is the beneficiary of such good fortunes, owes it
to the schools and colleges in Odisha and India to give something back in return. | particularly owe my
gratitude to my Alma mater, the Regional Engineering College at Rourkela (RECR) located in western
Odisha. Presently it is known as the National Institute of Technology Rourkela (NITR).

In January 2017, about 100 alumni with their spouses of my RECR batch, returned to their Alma
mater in Rourkela. We celebrated the golden jubilee; the 50" anniversary after beginning our education
at RECR in 1967. On that occasion, the alumni performed two noteworthy acts for our Alma mater; (i)
Creation of a scholarship fund and (ii) Creation of an Endowed Chair Professorship. These two special
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deeds will remain as bright examples of what alumni can do for their Alma mater. | wish to share these
with the Odia diaspora to inspire them to do similar things for their own Alma mater.

SCHOLARSHIP FUND

Our classmates created a scholarship fund from their contributions and named it “1972 Batch
Alumni Endowment Scholarship Fund.” The year 1972 was the year of graduation of our batch with the
bachelor’s degree in engineering. The amount of funds raised for this scheme thus far is approximately
Rs. 50 lakhs (US$75000). Contributions came from the 1972 batch alumni from overseas as well as India.
In the USA, our batch- mate, Gary Krishnan and in India, Siva Prasad Rao devoted many months of
volunteer time in raising funds. Additional efforts were given unhesitatingly by many classmates to make
this class reunion successful. The present scholarship scheme has been modeled after the old Prof.
Bhubaneswar Behera Memorial Scholarship that was instituted around 1996 by the contributions of
alumni of RECROAA (REC Rourkela overseas alumni association). This scholarship ran successfully at
REC/NITR rewarding one meritorious student each year until 2010. Detailed information about this
scholarship can be found in an article published in the Orissa Society of Americas souvenir journal in
2008.

Purpose: This is Tto award scholarships to financially needy students each year from the
investment earnings of this endowment fund. Financial aid has become necessary in India, just
as in the USA, during the last several decades, due to the rapid escalation in the cost of
education. When we studied at RECR, the monthly tuition was Rs. 15, for a yearly amount of Rs.
180. Presently, the tuition for the academic year 2016 was is Rs. 1.25 lakhs per year at NITR.
However, Tthe total yearly expenditure for a student at NITR is Rs. 2 lakhs. Therefore, some
students coming from poor families need financial assistance to continue their studies there,
although some bank loans are available. Our goal is to make higher education accessible to
students from all levels of financial condition.

Criteria: The first criterion will be the financial need and the second criterion will be merit. More
weight should be given to the means than merit. Therefore, a recipient need not be a top
student in a class. As long as a student is performing well academically, but besieged with
financial worries, he or she qualifies for this scholarship.

Selection: The selection will be made from a pool of applicants by a committee of professors
appointed by the NITR administrators. Preferably, these scholarships should be awarded to
students, who may otherwise dropout or discontinue their studies, because they are facing
financial difficulty and do not possess the necessary funds for that year.

Amount and Numbers: It is estimated that the scholarship per student would be Rs. 35000 to
40000 per year. There is a 4-year degree program at NITR now, spanning 8 semesters. Each year
8 students, one from each semester, would be selected to receive this scholarship. The
scholarships will be awarded at the beginning of the semester, before the students are required
to pay their college dues. The first group of students will be awarded these scholarships in July
2017, when the academic year starts.

Permanency Clause of the Endowment Fund: The contributions of alumni, present and future,

to this fund will go into the principal of the fund, which will remain in perpetuity. NITR has the
authority to invest the fund prudently, in safe and secured investment schemes and maximize
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the earning. A part of the yearly earning of this principal will go to inflation-proof this fund. The
remaining part of the earning will go to award the scholarships.

Future Growth of the Principal: The inflation proofing will continuously raise the principal
amount. Future contributions to the principal may include individual contributions by alumni of
all batches, relatives and supporters. Multi-year donations are also encouraged. The recipients
of this scholarship are urged to contribute after being gainfully employed. These additional
contributions should always flow into the principal to boost it.

ENDOWED CHAIR PROFESSORSHIP

An endowed chair professorship will be opened in the electrical engineering department to
honor the memory of late Dr. Ajay K. Mohanty, who was a deeply loved and well-accomplished
professor in the discipline of electrical engineering. The targeted amount of contribution for this
endowment fund is about Rs 1 crore (USS 155000).

Fund raising is going on at present in the USA under the leadership of Prof. Laxmi N. Bhuyan,
Distinguished Professor at University of California, Riverside; and in India by Prof. Damodar Acharya
(Past Director, IIT, Kharagpur), Mr. Bharat B. Mohanty, past president of NITR Alumni Association and
several other eminent alumni. This principal of Rs. 1 crore is expected to generate an earning of about
Rs 7 lakhs per year. Out of that, Rs 5 lakhs per year will be devoted to fund the research activities of the
endowed chair professor and the remaining Rs. 2 lakhs will go into the principal to inflation-proof it and
boost the principal amount.

The regular salary of the professor will come from the NITR source. There is an agreement that
the institute NITR would provide matching funds to augment the research related expenditure of the
endowed professor. The endowed chair professor will serve for a period of 3 to 5 years.

The purpose of this endowed professorship is to attract high quality research professors to NITR
using funds from the endowment earning. This research professor will enhance the scholarly research
and accomplishments at NITR and make the institute internationally known.

Prof. Laxmi N. Bhuyan, Prof. Damodar Acharya and several research oriented senior professors
from NITR will be in the selection committee as experts to choose the first Endowed Chair Professor,
which is scheduled to take place by July 2017. The criteria for the selection of the endowed professor
are: national and international visibility through research awards, high quality publications in
international journals and conferences, research funding from Indian government and industries, MS
and Ph.D. student supervision during his/her career, and participation as program committee members
in the national/international conferences.

WHY SHOULD WE GIVE?

(i) Our contributions and efforts may start new phenomena at our Alma mater.
Remember, we could inspire alumni from many batches; who came after us and who
came before us. They will do innovative improvements, which will make our Alma mater
one of the top educational institutions in India.

(ii) Relieve a poor but meritorious student's financial burden, so that she/he can study
peacefully, without mental strain and do well.
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(iii) Reward a student for her/his hard work and subsequent academic achievement.

(iv) Students and faculty will become highly motivated, knowing that we are willing to invest
our money for their success.

(v) Your generosity in giving will set an example for the students, other alumni and faculty
who may emulate similar charitable activities in India.

The young alumni are more entrepreneurial nowadays. So, | encourage them to give genuine thoughts
to various endowment projects for their Alma mater. They should procure substantial funds to promote
many worthwhile educational projects such as; (a) student and faculty exchange, (b) distinguished
lecture series, (c) teaching awards for faculty, etc. that would elevate their alma mater to a higher level.

3 o ,.,5@{@* 4.@}. ......

Dr. Debendra Kumar Das and his wife, Katherine Anne Cross-Das make Fairbanks, Alaska their home,
where Debendra serves as a Professor of Mechanical Engineering at the University of Alaska.

My Ravenshaw Days - Some Reflections

Annapurna Devi Pandey

All the studies in Diaspora emphasize that Diasporic people retain aspects of both the cultures

= -=a they are part of. Even after 30 years since | left my home state Odisha, | still
embody the Ravenshaw college life as a student and a faculty. | was deeply
influenced by the intellectual and political environment, my teachers, peers and my
students from Ravenshaw (now a University) in Odisha. | was in college in the mid
1970s when the women’s movement in India was peeking its head and women in
rural, tribal and urban India were organizing against many injustices introducing
changes in Indian laws and society. The impact of the women’s movement, fighting

- 2 for equal rights in education, work and politics and their struggle against
oppression, in the context of abuse, rape, dowry or sati, found its way into number of women taking up
higher education. This atmosphere must have helped me realize my disadvantaged self as a girl in a
patriarchal society despite my liberal middle-class upbringing. This consciousness stayed with me and
ignited my desire to understand the significant contributions of women as an undergraduate student in
an historically elite college in the 1970s.

| distinctly remember the summer afternoon in 1973 when | received the index card for my
application at Ravenshaw (then college). | was fifteen years old and had just graduated from Secondary
Board High school where my father was teaching. | was super excited. | had not applied to any other
college so | knew that if | did not get into Ravenshaw my fate was sealed. The first day at Ravenshaw
was a completely new experience: the grand old red building bearing the weight of colonial heritage; the
tall, enormous doors to the girl’s common room; students and faculty all over the sprawling campus. My
mother never attended college, my father’s dream was to go to Ravenshaw but he had missed the
application deadline and ended up going to Christ College. | was the first girl in my family to have the
honor of attending Ravenshaw.
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| have had the privilege of being a student at Ravenshaw (1973- 1977) and a lecturer in sociology
from 1982 until 1988 when | went to a very well-regarded university in the west as a post-doctoral
fellow in Social Anthropology. Ravenshaw played a critical role in my development, both as a student as
well as a scholar. | had a wonderful college experience. | made many new friends (several who have
reconnected with me recently on Facebook!). | gained a wealth of knowledge, learned to think in much
more complex ways, and began to come into my own as a young woman. Ravenshaw gave me the
exposure, confidence and most important of all, the tools to do well in graduate school.

| am very fortunate to have had legendary teachers through my years at Ravenshaw. Now that |
am a teacher, | recognize more clearly their influence and pay tribute to some of those who have
touched my life in powerful ways. Some of these teachers are no longer with us, but their legacies still
impact on me as | endeavor to educate my own students. Let me give one example - my Economics
teacher, who modeled competence, compassion and caring in teaching me much more than economics.
She later became the editor of the oldest Odia daily and is well known for her voluminous writing,
mesmerizing oratory, and social activism.

This teacher taught me in the first year at Ravenshaw and became my ideal. Even though she
got married after high school, she was determined to pursue her higher education. After raising four
children, she went back to college, topped in intermediate and got her Master’s degree in Economics.
When women her age were planning to get their children married and were getting ready for a relaxed
life, she ventured out to teach in college and became a very popular professor. She was very motherly —
warm, loving and very caring. At the same time, she was very strict, always demanding the best in terms
of academic achievement and maintained a close inter-personal relationship with her students. Her
feminism was expressed through her writings — poems, short stories, fictions and essays. Even though
she grew up in a liberal middle class family, as a girl, she herself experienced numerous constraints and
observed women'’s suffering as daughters, wives, mothers and widows and expressed it poignantly in
her writings. Against all odds, she got her master’s degree and earned economic independence but did
not neglect her duties in the family. According to her, feminism is not about earning a degree in college
but about overcoming the fear to be oneself and proving one’s full potential. | can never forget her
loving words “Annapurna, you have my blessing. Never be afraid to fulfill your dreams”.

A number of other teachers at Ravenshaw introduced me to subjects like Political Science,
English and Psychology and taught me the love for higher education. Without these amazing teachers, |
would have never developed an ambition to do better and explore new fields. Overall, the teachers at
Ravenshaw helped me feel that | was somebody, and would become a better somebody. | was lucky to
be part of the co-educational set up. It helped me realize that | was in no way lesser in intelligence than
my male classmates were, a tremendous realization for me while growing up in a patriarchal society.

Upon graduation from Ravenshaw with Psychology honors in 1977, | went to do my Masters and
M.Phil. in Sociology at a highly regarded university in New Delhi, where | continued to meet teachers
who would leave an indelible mark on me as a teacher and scholar. To my utmost delight, four years
later, fate brought me back to Ravenshaw College as a lecturer. | was beside myself to teach at my alma
mater! Fresh out of graduate school, | realized that the seeds were sown during my college years in the
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same classrooms where | started teaching my students. Sociology was a new field and attracted many
bright students. | had the privilege of teaching very bright, inquisitive and extremely hardworking
students who have now become members of elite professional services such as IAS, IPS, Allied Services
among others.

| was young, barely few years older than my senior undergraduate students were. | had just
returned from a well-known politically active university in the capital of India, an ambition many of them
shared. | could easily connect with my students, belonging to same sociocultural class and sharing the
political and intellectual ideology as a Ravenshavian. | participated in numerous debates and student led
activities on the campus, shared common space with them and encouraged their vigorous participation
in the class discussion. | certainly felt inspired by my student’s enthusiasm and their curiosity for
knowledge.

In my early years of teaching, | worked very closely with my honors students as well as students
coming from backgrounds in intermediate and BA classes. | was particularly interested in connecting
with students coming from marginalized communities. As a woman academic, | took special interest in
inspiring young women, many of whom have landed prestigious jobs in universities in Odisha, elsewhere
in India, and abroad. Just a few years ago, | had a reunion with my students and much to my delight,
found out that all of my women students are doing very well — being well-placed in academic,
administrative, banking as well as non-profit sectors.

Now | teach Cultural Anthropology at the University of California, Santa Cruz. My warmest
memories of being an Odia are my days at Ravenshaw as a student and faculty. It was here | realized
that | was destined to become a teacher. | left Odisha in 1988; but have remained connected to my
fellow students, friends as well as some of my revered teachers. | am happy to say that hardly a month
passes by when | do not run into a Ravenshavian who brings wonderful memories of his or her time at
Ravenshaw. When we are in college, we do not realize that if we do well, many of the doors, which
seem tightly shut will automatically open to new avenues and opportunities leading us to what we call a
meaningful life. | am so happy to know that my alma mater is celebrating its sesquicentennial year in
2017. All my greetings go to the current generation of students and teachers at Ravenshaw and | salute
to all the Ravenshavians — past, present and future pioneers.

oA DT

Dr. Pandey’s contact info: 101 Lisa Court, Santa Cruz, California 95060; Email: Adpandey101@gmail.com
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Qe ol 2A1ge (Karrtika or Ashwina)
Padmanava Pradhan

“What are the most popular festivals of Odisha”, asked a co-commuter friend during one 40-
minutes trip to New York City. | said “Ratha Yatra” and “Durga Puja” followed by ‘Kumar Purnima”
and “Raja Parba”. | emphasized that the last two are unique because nowhere else these days are
celebrated in the same way as we do in Odisha. These days are extra specials for the youths, for
the ‘kumar’ and ‘kumari”. On this gorgeous full moon night, youths, especially girls worship
“Kumar”, another name of Lord Karitkeya, the handsome son of Lord Shiva and brother of Lord
Ganesh.

When is “Kumar Purnima”, he asked. | said it is on the last day of “Ashwina” and this year it
falls on October 15““, 2016. The next day is “Kartika Pratipada”, the first day of Kartika, when
many people in Odisha observe a month long vegetarian diet, abstaining from eating fish and
meat till Kartika purnima.

“That’s not the first day of “Kartika”, that’s the 16™ day of “Ashwina”, objected my friend and
he was supported by a South India friend sitting nearby.

“The first day of “Kartika” is our new year and it starts on the day after “Deepawali”. He
continued and said the day after Deepavali Amabasya is the first day of Kartika and the first day of
a new ‘Shaka’ year. That is the reason we wish “Happy New Year” to each other on that day
which is ‘shukla pratipapa’.

| then said the Krishna janmasthami in Odisha comes in Bhadrpada month on the eighth day
of the ‘krishna paksha’, the black fortnight of Bhadrapada. He said Krishna Janmasthami is not in
Bhadrapada month, it is in Shravan.

Now | know why he is confused. There are several variations of Indian Hindu calendar
depending on the region. Indians mostly follow either solar (tropical) or lunisolar depending on
their location for religious observations. In Lunisolar calendars, the days and months are
calculated based on the motions of the Moon and the Sun. Where as in solar calender, based on
the motion of the Sun. Most of the calenders are derived from Gupta Era astronomy developed
by Aryabhatta, Barahamihira or Brahmagupta. Vedanga Jyotisha which in the earlier period had
been standardized in a number of works known as Surya Siddhanta. The name of the twelve
months are the same all over India except in Kerala where the months are named according to
the solar zodiac signs.

The Lunisolar calender has two main variations, Amanta and Purnimanta depending on
whether the first day of the month starts after Amabasya or after Purnima.
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Purnimanta calendar

The Purnimanta calendar is followed in most of North India, i.e., in the states of Bihar,
Himachal Pradesh, Uttar Pradesh, Haryana, Punjab, Jammu and Kashmir and Rajasthan, including
Odisha for religious observations. It also includes Uttaranchal, Chattisgarh, Jharkhand and Delhi,
but they are off-shots of bigger states and follow the same calendar. It differs from the amanta
calendar in that the months are reckoned from Full Moon to Full Moon. Therefore, the
Purnimanta calendar starts two weeks before the amanta calendar does; that is, it starts with the
lunar day after the last Full Moon before the Mesha samkranti, after ‘Chaitra Purnima’. The
Vikrama Era is followed, along with the northern school of Jovian year names

Amanta calendar

It is lunisolar like purnimanta; i.e., its days and months are calculated based on the motions
of the Moon and the Sun. Like the Chinese calendar, the month is calculated from new Moon to
new Moon. It differs from the Chinese calendar in that the day of the new Moon is considered the
last day of the previous month instead of the first day of the new month.

In the Chinese calendar, the year is divided into 12 solar months by 12 principal solar terms
or zhonggis. In the Indian calendar, the year is divided into 12 solar months or rasis by 12 principal
solar terms or samkranti. In the Chinese calendar the starting point of both the lunar and the solar
months are considered to be the whole days on which the new Moon and the zhongqis occur.
However, in the Indian calendar, the new Moon and the samkranti are considered moments in
time. This becomes important when computing leap months, since like in the Chinese calendar, a
leap month (adhika masa) is added to the calendar on average every 2.7 years to offset the
disparity in lengths between the lunar year and the sidereal year. In addition, a month (kshaya
masa) is occasionally skipped.

It has two variations, the southern Indian and the western Indian versions. The southern
amanta lunisolar calendar is followed in the South and Southwest Indian states of Andhra
Pradesh, Karnataka and Maharashtra.

The southern amanta calendar differs from the western amanta calendar in its treatment of
kshaya masas, the New Year Day and the era followed. We believe that the southern amanta
calendar follows the southern school for treating kshaya masas. Saha and Lahiri suggest that it
follows the Salivahana Saka Era starting with Chaitra Sukla Pratipada [1], the lunar day after the
last new Moon before the Mesha samkranti. The years are also named according to the names of
the Jovian years (southern school [2]). The eras and handling of kshaya masas will be discussed in
detail in their respective sections.

In Western India, specifically, in the state of Gujarat, the amanta calendar is of two forms [3],

one that starts with Aashaadha (followed in the Kathiawar region) and one that starts with Kartika
(followed all throughout Gujarat). Both calendars follow the Vikrama Era and both also probably
follow the northwestern school for kshaya months.

Solar calendars
Malayali (Kerala) calendar

There are four regional variations of Indian solar calendars that differ in the way the start of
the month is related to the samkranti. The samkranti is the moment when the Sun enters an
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Indian zodiac sign or rasi. The Malayali calendar is followed in the South Indian state of Kerala. It is
a solar calendar so the months are defined according to the rasis The year starts with the Simha
samkranti and follows the Kollam Era. The month begins on the same day as the samkranti if it
occurs before aparahna, i.e., three-fifths of a day. Otherwise, it begins on the next day.

Tamil calendar

The Tamil calendar is followed in Tamil Nadu. This calendar is also solar; the month begins on
the same day as the samkranti if it occurs before sunset. The Kali Era is followed along with the
southern Jovian cycle. One peculiarity about the Tamil calendar is that its month names start with
Chittirai (Chaitra). The Bengali calendar is followed in West Bengal, Assam and Tripura. The Era is
the Bengali San. The rule for the beginning of the month is again different; the month begins on
the day after the samkranti, if it occurs before midnight. Otherwise, it begins on the third day.

The Odia calendar is followed in the eastern state of Orissa. In addition to the Bengali San,
the Saka, Vilayati and Amli eras are followed. The month begins on the same day as that of the
samkranti.

In Odisha, we follow the solar calender starting from Mahabishuba Sankranti or Mesha
sankranti. At the same time, most of the brata’s (Sudasha, bhai Jiantia, puo jiantia etc.), osha and
jatras (Ratha, Bahuda, Chandana etc) follow lunisolar calender
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Clean Coal Technology
Arun Misra

INTRODUCTION

Utilizing the vast reserves of Coal in environmentally safer ways has been an
area of public and scientific concern, and intensive investigation for a long, long
time, the world over. ‘Clean coal’ is more of hype than substance. It is a myth than
a fact. But the coal is abundant in many parts of the globe. It is relatively easy to
mine coal and transport. It is extensively used from small family hearths to large

coal-fired power plants, and is an excellent source of energy. The environmental
impact of burning coal is environmentally undesirable. Hence, we must work diligently to make coal
‘cleaner’. The breakthrough in the use of coal will come by increasing its share in total energy market.
Presently, coal is not being utilized enough, because as other energy resources are more economical and
burn used environmentally more safely. The use of coal is increasingcould increase very fast, but the
process of making it ‘cleaner’, and environmentally safer, which is of paramount importance, has not
received much attention. The combustion of coal to produce Coal-gas or Syngas is fairly well known. It
appears that biological processes for the utilization of coal products, especially syngas, may provide a
cost effective means to obtain alternative industrially important chemicals, and fuels.

PLASMIDS IN ANAEROBIC BACTERIA

The use of microorganisms for the solubilization of coal is being attempted at various laboratories.
However little attention has been given to the utilization of syngas through microbial fermentation.

Clostridium thermoaceticum, in glucose-limited cultures grown anaerobically at the expense of carbon
monoxide (CO) and carbon dioxide (CO,), autotrophically utilizes syngas. The hydrogenase enzyme of
this organism functions in both the production and consumption of hydrogen gas (H,). Both
heterotrophic and autotrophic roles exist for this enzyme in the production of acetate. We have been
looking into the ability of C. thermoaceticum to utilize syngas (a mixture of CO, CO,, and H,) and to see if
this bioconversion of syngas can yield useful fuels and/or chemicals. This organism also contains the
enzymes CO-dehydrogenase, and Formate dehydrogenase, which are both required for the
bioconversion of syngas and the production of acetic acid (1). In an effort to genetically engineer C.
thermoaceticum to overcome its natural physiological limitations as a syngas utilizer, we decided to look
for naturally occurring plasmids (circular DNA in bacteria) and phages (bacterial viruses) that may be
developed as cloning vectors.
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C. thermoaceticum was grown at 55°C, in crimp-sealed bottles, in glucose medium under 100% CO..
Harvested bacteria were screened for plasmids, by ethanol precipitation; the resultant plasmid-DNA was
purified by cesium chloride, buoyant-density gradient centrifugation. The resultant plasmids were
compared with E. coli plasmid-DNA. Competent cells of both C. thermoaceticum and E. coli were
prepared by treatment with calcium chloride (CaCl,) and heat shock. Plasmids from E. coli were used to
transform C. thermoaceticum, while the plasmids from C. thermoaceticum to transform E.coli. Gel
electrophoresis on agarose, curing of plasmids by acridine orange were utilized to confirm the continued
enzyme activity of transformed cells of C. thermoaceticum. The presence of naturally occurring
plasmids in this bacterium seems obvious, which was further confirmed by loss of plasmid bands in
acridine orange treated cells. Genetics of anaerobic bacteria is still in its infancy, due to the lack of
proper laboratory techniques. However, we have obtained evidences for the transfer of a thermophilic
gene into mesophilic environment (2).

The continued presence of enzymatic activity in plasmid cured C. thermoaceticum, confirms that the
plasmids were not associated with the key enzymes of acetate biosysthesis. However, the identification
of these plasmids, and transformation of competent cells of E. coli with plasmids of C. thermoaceticum,
and its further characterization should go a long way towards developing a cloning vector for gene
transfer in industrially important thermophilic and anaerobic acetogens and methanogens.

PHAGE IN SYNGAS-UTILIZING BACTERIA

The strain improvement of bacteria to utilize coal for generating fuels and chemical should be
accomplished by creating ‘super bugs’ using genetic engineering techniques. A 30-kilo base (kb) plasmid
in C. thermoaceticm, described above, affords a means to work in this direction. However, gene transfer
and introduction of newer traits in bacteria are accomplished using bacterial viruses, phages. Phages of
clostridia of industrial importance have been reported as contaminants causing extensive damage to
acetone-butanol fermentation Industry.

Water samples from sewage plants were collected anaerobically and filtered in anaerobic chamber,
and the filtrate were added to the cultures C. thermoaceticum to observe lysis. Filtrate from lysed
cultures were transferred from one culture to another. Bacterial virus or phage particles were purified
by Ultra centrifugation, and the pellets re-suspended, and characterized under electron microscope (3).

The sterile filtrate from sewage plant (s) were able to lyse the bacterial culture, while the autoclaved
and detergent treated were not. Icosahedral viral particle were also confirmed by electron microscopy.
But attempts to obtain visible plaques on bacterial lawns failed. Further studies on this phage towards
obtaining a lysogenic strain, or developing one by mutagenesis for its use as vector to transform the
genes for co-hydrogenase, the key enzyme involved in the conversion of CO or syngas to acetic acid by
this organism is required. But this should comprise another approach, in addition to other methods of
coal bioprocessing, especially with fungi (4).
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CONCLUSION

Coal-fired power plants are still the largest source of generating energy. Problems associated with
the disposal of nuclear waste, and adverse environmental impacts of hydroelectric dams, points towards
further utilization of coal. Until we are able to contain the undesired aspects of coal-burning, we will not
be able to use this abundant resource available to us. Microbial and genetic Engineering approaches
should go a long way towards developing ‘Clean Coal Technology’, for generating plenty of affordable
energy in environmentally safer ways. Solar, wind and geothermal sources of energy will also have their
fair share of the total energy spectrum.

REFERENCES

1. Martin, D.R., Misra, A., and Drake, H. L., 1985 Appl Environ. Microbiol. 49, 1412.

2. Misra, A. K., Bose, N.K., and J. Johnson 1988 Biotechnol. Prog 4, 319.

3. Misra, A.K., Bose, N.K., Uyamadu, N., and Agrawal, P.K. 1990 Reso. Consr. & Recycl. 3, 187.
4. Strobel, G. 2009 Forbes 25 May, 36.

Dr. Arun Misra is Retired Professor of Biotechnology and Genetic Engineering, Atlanta University Center,
Atlanta. He can be reached for any questions via Email: misrausa@yahoo.com.

The research described in this communication were supported from Grant(s) from Department of
Energy of the US Government, and were conducted at Oak Ridge National Laboratory, Oak Ridge, TN;
Pittsburgh Energy Technology Center (PETC), Pittsburgh, National Institute of Health (NIH), Bethesda,
MD and Virology Division of Centers for Disease Control (CDC), Atlanta. A host of scientists and
associates were involved in working together and discussing the various steps leading to the conduct of
experiments and obtaining results described herein: Greg Brewer, Harold Drake, Richard Silver, Terry
Cooper, Doug Berg, Chuck Scott, Mildred Perry and others.

95 URMI - OSA Souvenir 2017


mailto:misrausa@yahoo.com

Let 21% Century Be A Great Change for Women
Jyotshna Mahapatra

We as women of today have come across many changes but let 21° century bring out a great change
for women . To achieve this we have to first change our mindsets that means mindsets of rural as well
as urban women . We have to work harder and harder on this. Rome was never built in a day, so let's
have patience and continue our trial for the great change.

The 20th century gave birth to many successful women who made a
significant impact and changed their country's political and social climate. First
Lady of the US, Eleanor Roosevelt, helped women to think in a broader
spectrum and her enormous humanitarian commitment towards children, the
oppressed and the poor gained her the extraordinary love of millions of
people throughout the world. The UK's first female Prime Minister, Margaret
Thatcher, was well known by her nickname of the "Iron Lady". She said, "In
politics if you want anything said, ask a man. If you want anything done, ask a
woman". And the first woman Prime Minister of India and influential leader,
Indira Gandhi was a symbol of women's strength in a prevalently male-
dominated society. These examples of success serve as excellent reminders of women's capabilities,
talents, potential and strategic thinking that should be the model for future progress and development,
especially in nations where women have historically held only subservient roles.

The continued oppression and discrimination of women throughout the world today is an insult and
offense to our ancestral roots, values and status. No one knows who the next Mother Teresa will be and
by allowing discrimination and abuse of women in the world today, we are destroying potential new
revolutionaries who can contribute their capabilities and passion toward creating a healthier social,
economic and political environment. As Mother Teresa said "If we have no peace, it is because we have
forgotten that we belong to each other."

Continued mistreatment of women only results in destruction of our new generation who are the next
branches of our family trees. However, if we want to build a democratic and autonomous society
throughout the world and live in a respectful civilization and environment, we need to give an equal
opportunity to women who always have been and always will be the role models, nurturers, counselors,
providers, friends and valued members of our nations. Although throughout their lives many women
suffered much abuse and cruelty, historically women have remained strong and powerful and have not
given up fighting for the survival of their families and nations. They are the true examples of hope, trust
and success. Let's be reminded of Rosa Parks, "the mother of the freedom movement" who did not give
up her seat on the bus because she was physically tired, but because she was tired of giving in. She was
a very strong, firm and proud woman, who tried to protect her dignity and rights as she said; "l felt that
we had endured that too long. The more we gave in, the more we complied with that kind of treatment,
the more oppressive it became."

After all of these decades, women are no longer frightened to speak out in the hierarchical directorial
society in order to protect their rights. Now, in the 21st century, it is time for women all over the world
to harness their strengths as mothers, wives, daughters, friends, teachers, political figures,
humanitarians and leaders, and follow in the path that has been blazed by powerful women who came
before them. During the recent uprising in the Middle East, women across the Arab world exhibited
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their courage, strength and fearless power, stood together and worked hard to support the protest and
peaceful demonstrations assisting with communication, safety and shelter. These are women who have
already made an enormous change in their countries and will remain as the archetypes in history.

Let the 21st century be the revolution of thousands of successful women who can bring peace,
harmony, prosperity and stability needed to change this world. While she started her long and difficult
journey amidst discrimination, abuse and inequality in the 20th century, Oprah Winfrey emerged in the
21st century as one of the most influential women in the world. Her rise to success proves that women,
no matter where they are from, can be successful and powerful given the right opportunity. As she said
"Excellence is the best deterrent to racism or sexism." One can only strive for excellence if given a
chance.

All of these successful women have contributed to changing the global condition. By using the
technological revolution of the 21st century, which has made this planet very small and connected,
women now have tools available to assist them in their fight for recognition, dignity and equality.
Another successful woman of our time, Madeleine Albright, commented in one of her speeches that
"There is a special place in hell for women who do not help each other." It's time for us to help each
other, become empowered and accomplish our mission together.

Prof.. Jyotshna Mahapatra
E Mail : jyotshnam@yahoo.com
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Fisheries and Aquaculture Development in Odisha State (India)

An Overview
Dr. Prabhat Nalini Patnaik

INTRODUCTION:

Odisha State (Latitude 17° 49’ 38”-22°34 15" N and Longitude 81°23 21"-27°29'57" E ) is one of the
major maritime States of India, offering vast scope for development of inland, brackish water and
marine fisheries. The State’s 480 km long coastline with twenty four
thousand sq.km area within the continental shelf has ample potential for
marine fisheries development. Fresh water resources of the State are
estimated to be 6.76 lakh ha comprising 1.25 lakh ha of tanks/ponds, 2.00
lakh ha of reservoirs, 1.08 lakh ha of lakes, swamps, hill and 1.7 lakh ha of
rivers and canals. The State’s brackish water resources are of the order of
4.18 lakh ha with a break up of 0.93 lakh ha of Chilika Lake, 2.98 lakh ha of
estuaries, 32587 ha of brackish water areas and 8100 ha of backwaters. By

g : judiciously harnessing these resources, the fish production from capture and
culture based capture fisheries would be substantially augmented to meet the domestic market
demands, increase in export apart from creating employment and income generating opportunities for
the rural poor and enhance their food, nutritional livelihood security. Fisheries sector of Odisha
contributes to the State GDP at 6% of agriculture sector.

The fishery sector in Odisha is faced with low levels of illiteracy and relatively high level of debt. This
calls for a paradigm shift in the way fisheries is regulated and managed. The challenge, in this context is
to develop a long term policy and strategies allowing for the balance and sustainable management and
development of the fishery sector in Odisha. With the pragmatic action of State Government a new
Odisha Fisheries Policy 2015 is already in force which has provided a suitable policy environment and
impetus the overall development of fisheries sector in the State.

1.0 Potential for fisheries development:

Broadly the State is endowed with three major resources for development of fisheries sector which
would essentially contribute to the economy of the State, employment generation, livelihood and
nutritional security for 41.97 million population of the State. With the effective implementation of the
new fisheries policy there is every likelihood to harness the full resource potential with projected fish
production of 5.34 lakh metric ton from inland fisheries (culture & capture), 0.67 lakh metric ton from
brackish water sector and 1.61 lakh metric ton from marine fisheries sector, totaling to 7.62 lakh metric
ton per annum. The present level of fish production in the State is estimated at 4.67 lakh tonnes (2014-
15). While the fish production from the inland fisheries (fresh water & brackish water resources) has
increased from 2,18,716 tonnes to 2,94,000 tonnes, the marine fish production declined from 1,30,767
tonnes to 1,20,000 tonnes during the corresponding period (2013-14). The annual per capita fish
production presently is 9.13 kg in Odisha is against the national per capita fish consumption of 9.8 kg.
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2.0 Present Progress:

Production:

State’s fish production (2014-15) has been estimated at 4.67 lakhs tonnes comprises 3.34 lakh ton from
inland fisheries including brackish water sector and 1.33 lakh tonnes from marine fishery sector. The
annual export of marine products from Odisha during the last five years ranged between 14,135 tonnes
in 2008-09 and 30,980 tonnes (2013-14) valued approximately at Rs.357.88 crores to Rs.1800.00 crores.
Contribution of Odisha State to the present level of marine products expected from the Country is about
2.5 % in terms of quantity and 4.8% in terms of value.

Inland fisheries:

For developing inland fisheries, the department fisheries has 106 fish farms, out of which 27 are fish
breeding farms with hatcheries and the private sector has 89 fish bidding farms. Presently, there are 108
fish seed hatcheries in Odisha with the designed capacity for producing around Rs.70. 00 crore fry. The
average productivity of the reservoirs of the State was around 9.3 kg/ha as compared to the national
average of 15 kg/ha. As a result of application of appropriate management measures the productivity of
the reservoirs has increased to an average of 93 kg/ha where interventions are made. Fresh water
aquaculture in State is being promoted through district level fish farmers’ development agencies
(FFDAs). These FFDAs has so far brought under scientific fish farming in 62137 ha in 30 districts with an
average fish productivity of 2.13 tonnes/ha.

Brackish water fisheries:

Out of the total potential brackish water area of 38,575 ha, 32,587 ha has been found suitable for
brackish water aquaculture. So far 16,387 ha brackish water area has been developed of which 10174 ha
has been brought under shrimp culture. The shrimp production (Peneaeus monodone) during 2014-15
was 21,941 metric ton at the average productivity of 2.83 tonnes/ha. There are 14 shrimp hatcheries
with an installed annual capacity of 50.5 crores post-larvae and about 73 percent of the installed
capacity is being produced per year.

Marine Fisheries:

In the marine fisheries sector, significant marine fisheries infrastructures have been developed along
480km long coast line of the State. Marine fishermen population with 1,14,228 households which live in
813 marine fishing villages are the major beneficiaries of coastal fishing activities. There are 14,317
fishing crafts operating in the State’s coastline of which 5,048 numbers are motorized and 1,854
numbers are mechanized. There are, in total 68 marine fish landing centers and 4 no’s of fishing harbors.
The total marine fish production during 2014-15 was estimated at 1,33,210 tonnes.

3.0 Issues and challenges:

The key issues that are currently faced by the fisheries sector in Odisha inter alia include:-

o Resource depletion due to increasing use of destructive fishing gears and practices under
unregulated fishing raising.

o Inadequate information database on fisheries resources and the state of aquatic
environment to guide management decisions.

o Inappropriate regulatory framework and inappropriate mechanisms for controlling excess
to fisheries resources.

o Inadequate monitoring, extension and enforcement mechanisms.
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Effective and active participations of communities in sustainable development and
management of fishery resources.

Inadequate extension services and capacity building trending to primary resource users
(fishers, fish farmers and other stake holders).

Inadequate fisheries infrastructures.

Formulation and enforcement of appropriate fisheries legislations with effective panel
provisions.

Clandestine import and introduction of non native (exotic) species of fish and shell fish in
aquaculture.

4.0 New Fishery Policy: (Thrust areas)

The followings are the thrust areas under the new Fishery Policy which are being addressed
during Policy implementation in the forthcoming years.

Uniform suitable leasing policy for Government water bodies and suitable brackish water
land for aquaculture development.

Fish seed hatchery registration and seed certification.

Establishment of commercial snappy hatcheries in PPP mode.

Development of ornamental fisheries for livelihood development of rural communities
and SHGs.

Strengthening of marine fisheries database.

Resource specific fishing in the marine offshore areas.

Valid addition and marketing systems.

Development of marine infrastructure.

Encouraging social fishery.

Resource mapping using GIS remote sensing technique for fishery resources of the State.
Diversification in aquaculture.

Post harvest fish quality management following the principles of cold chain system.

Dr. (Mrs) Prabhat Nalini Patnaik
Dy. Director of Fisheries, Odisha (Retd).
Currently at 905 Winthrone Drive, Nashville, TN, 37214
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The Pride of Odisha
Surendra Nath (Contributed by Balakrishna Dixit)

This is the story of Shri Haldhar Nag, who hails from the western part
of Odisha and was recently awarded the Padmashree by the President of India.

Shri Haldhar Nag was born on 31 March 1950, in a village in Bargarh
district of Odisha, hailing from a poor family, Haldhar Nag did not receive
formal education. He did many odd jobs in his childhood for a living. His odd
jobs include performing on and off in theatre groups and other village troupes,
where he gave expression to his artistic talents. He took up a job as a cook in a

school hostel, and later set up a small cabin-shop selling stationery for students
in the vicinity of that school.

During his association with schools he started writing folk songs in his mother tongue, Koshali
(the language also known as Sambalpuri). His writings were appreciated and soon he recognised his own
talent and started writing more poems. The first poem he wrote, and which was published in 1990, in a
local magazine, was Dhado Bargachh (The Old Banyan Tree). He then sent out four more poems to that
magazine and all got published. Nag gained considerable fame for writing poems with social themes.

Since then there has been no stopping for the flow of his creativity. He has written several
hundreds of poems (they could even be more than a thousand) of which he has not kept a count. Some
of his poetic works include long narratives like Mahasati Urmila, Bachhar, Achhia, Tara Mandodari, each
between 200 to 300 stanzas in length. His poems carry a message for the people and he covers themes
like oppression, social issues, nature, religion and mythology. In most of his poems, his message is
delivered as a twist in the tail in the last stanza.

He remembers all his poems by heart and used to sing them out to gatherings and crowds from
his mind like a minstrel. Thus his popularity grew as a bard.

He was recognized formally as ‘Lok Kabi Ratna’ by Prayog Anushthan in 1997 in a ceremony held
in his honor. He received the Sahitya Akademy Award in 2014. The latest feather in his cap is the Padma
Shri Award for literature bestowed on him by the President of India in 2016.

Interestingly, poetry of Haldhar Nag has become the theses for Ph.D by three students of
literature. But his poems in Koshali-Sambalpuri has limited readership even within Odisha. | have
translated into English a collection of those poems and compiled them into a volume titled Kavyanjali,
so that the poetry gets the worldwide attention it deserves. Kavyanjali, Vol-l was released on October
2nd, 2016, and renowned litterateurs from different parts of the country have appreciated his work.

The translation work on the second volume of Kavyanjali is in progress and is scheduled for
release by the end of this year.
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A Tribute to Mahapatra Nilamani Sahoo
Kanak Hota

Mahapatra Nilamani Sahoo (1926-2016) received Odisha Sahitya Academy award for Akasha Patala
(1979) and Kendra Sahitya Academy award for Abhisapta Gandhara (1984). A
consummate storyteller and conscientious chronicler of the moral dilemma
faced by the middle class, Sahoo is hilariously comic and witty. He looks at
life with a deep sense of awe. Faith in the innate goodness of man is central
to his narratives though he is equally aware of the irrepressible darker sides
of a man. His realistic comic narratives use both the scholarly and the
everyday Odia language with great ease. Incompatibility in the man’s
thought and action and the shadowy line between the real and the illusory
that deludes him, often create the comic in his writings.

In a tribute to him, | am presenting a commentary to one of his widely read short stories, “Andha
Ratira Surya”, also a comic that represents a complex human drama poised on a clash between
irrepressible greed and benevolent humanism. Caught in the conflict, Sahoo’s protagonist Mrutyunjaya
ultimately has an encounter with his inherent goodness that turns into a surging afflatus helping him to
withstand the imminent fall.

| read this story as a three-layered fable on the clash of insufferable greed and benevolent
humanism, in which fowls and humans tell a delicate tale of moral choice that an individual must accept
at some critical point of his/her life. The structural integrity of the fable hinges upon the delicate
weaving of the three layers of the tale. Lighthearted at the outset, the story takes a serious didactic
turn as ‘Andha Rati’, the dark night, brings the protagonist, face to face with vicious greed that shrouds
his instinct and action momentarily.

In the story, Mrutyunjaya, an inconsequential low-paid small employee, is caught in an unwarranted
whirling tornado for precisely forty-five minutes on his way back from the market. The powerful storm
sweeps him of his feet. High wind and torrential rain macerate the market place; shops and theaters are
razed to the ground. The impact brings down a huge old tree — the safe haven for hordes of bats in the
boundary of Radhakanta Mattha (a monastery). Thousands of hurt and wounded bats fling from the
tree to the crowd of confused and panicking humans. An army of greedy scavengers, rushes to the heart

102 URMI - OSA Souvenir 2017



of the melee and begins collecting those desperate wounded bats in baskets; some even grab them in
their bare hands. Mrutyunjaya too succumbs to the predatory instinct:

“Mrutyunjaya Babu looked at those countless dying, hurt, and wounded bats littered on the ground.... The
heart of the rain-soaked earth began to quicken... And, instantly a primitive, violent, devilish devouring
animal instinct consumed him —his taste buds got wet. A force akin to the violent hunting instinct in the
lizard targeting the prey, the tooth of the tiger prancing for the victim or the vigor in the tail of the
crocodile ready to curl the catch, overpowered him . . .He switched on his torch light. He saw just large
lumps of flesh, heaps of easily collectible flesh, chunks of tender flesh —flesh covered with fresh blood. He
began collecting them...” (p 157)

In these above lines, Sahoo, the masterful artist, equates human fallibility and wantonness with
“primitive, devilish devouring animal instinct” and says that the powerful impulse is insurmountable. He
just does not ‘tell’, rather he ‘shows’ the precise moment of his protagonist’s fall through the use of
these powerful phrases.

As Mrutyunjaya begins to collect few bats egregiously into his basket, more bats begin to swarm his
bicycle and wrap its spokes, wheels, and handles; they choke him immobile. The piercing shrill cries of
pain of the mass overwhelm him. Chained to stand in the chaos, he reflects on his senseless cruel action
and reacts in remorse, “But Oh God what am | doing!”

Sahoo hints that with this realization, Mrutyunjaya feels the surging afflatus within; he reaches a
redemptive moment that lets him look at the bats with pulsating hearts not just as meat to devour, but
rather, as creatures desperately looking for his compassion:

“Mrutyunjaya’s human heart with a divine soul emerged from the darkness; he had a brief but powerful
brush with his inner humanity. The rush of the divine within was fierce and unstoppable; he was saved...”
(p 161)

When Sahoo says, “Mrutyunjaya is saved”, we understand that good sense prevails over his
gluttonous impulse and he releases the throng of bats from his bicycle with genuine compassion. Had it
been a one-dimensional didactic tale, the story should appropriately end here. But, Sahoo extends the
tale beyond this point of simplistic solution to a more complex level of narration. The next two layers of
“Andha Ratira Surya” elaborate the complexity of greed as a deep-rooted human malady.

The second layer of the fable juxtaposes Mrutyunjaya’s intense longing for meat with the actions of
his two innocent children: “Kuna” and “Kuni”. His children rise far above him in an identical critical
situation the storm places them. The choice is whether to save a wounded bat and a forlorn kid, or kill
and feast over their meat. They save the bird and the beast, and thus, surpass Mrutyunjaya in their
exemplary acts of love and care.

Kuna rescues a frightened kid (baby goat) who could not keep pace with the mother goat and got
stuck in the storm. Kuna says,
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“This poor one, as the storm chased hard, could not run. Caught in the powerful wind it stood and cried for
the mother. | got him home.... That is our friend Kanagoi Babu’s goat Daddy! | will drop him back at their
place tomorrow.” (p 162)

His daughter Kuni is equally precocious in saving the life of a wounded bat:

“Daddy! Look at this bat. The storm that just struck brought it to our door. The poor one broke its wings.
Mama put some iodine lotion on its wounds. I laid some rags in a cardboard box and let it rest. | gave him
some rice and milk. So stubborn! It didn’t touch anything.” (p 162)

Thus, Kuna and Kuni stand for the Sun (“Surya” in Odia), the beacon of light and hope in the dark
night. The jolt is moral. Empathy and benevolence stand out as the virtues that Sahoo stresses as
cardinal principles of being human.

The third layer of the fable runs as a subtle parallel narrative to Andha Ratira Surya. In this part, a
real life report of deplorable act of human cruelty stands as contrast to the act of kindness that two
siblings exhibit. Serving as a trigger, the fable of Mrutyunjaya, takes the reader to the scene of a heart-
wrenching fatal train accident in Badapur that killed and wounded scores of passengers. In that fateful
night, people from the nearby villages come to the accident site and instead of rescuing the victims-
dead and wounded, scavenge through their belongings and run away with their purses, necklaces,
earrings, wristwatches, transistor radios and clothes. This large-scale act of collective disgrace and
inhumanity finds a prototype in Mrutyunjaya’s private act of avariciously collecting wounded bats for
feasting over their meat.

The dark night of the train accident —when evil prevailed and men stooped disparagingly low to
satisfy their greed, is synonymous with the sudden power outage during the storm that puts
Mrutyunjaya’s humanity to test. Darkness grants anonymity and he, like the looters from the village,
forgets the distinction between right and wrong. Mrutyunjaya’s wise friend Chandramohan aptly calls
the looters of Badapur,

“Heartless, cruel, beastly humans whose eyes are red with greed” and in whose “crooked eyes shine the
fire of hell.” (p 161)

As told in the beginning, Andha Ratira Surya starts with a softer note. Mrutyunjaya shops from the
market the same old cheap, unsavory items “thoda” , the tender core of banana plant, also named
“manjaa”; “badi”, dried lumps of Urad dal paste and “khadaa”, a type of spinach stems. He manages his
household with a meager income; he provides for his wife, three children and aging parents. Even
though he is tempted to buy an expensive vegetable like “Potala” and rummages over the delicacies
that can be made from it, he cannot afford to buy it. His budget is two rupees per day. “Sita Sagar Rohi,”
the fabled fish too is another dream food beyond his reach.

These details of his life remind the reader that Sahoo’s hero has wobbling repressed desire for
delectable vegetables, fish and meat, and for the gratification of the same, he goes impulsively for the
dying bats. The storm of forty-five minutes is a storm perhaps he has withstood all his life.
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Sahoo has observed life closely. Mrutyunjaya’s wife Kuna-Bou (meaning Kuna’s mother), disgruntled
and sarcastic of her husband’s poverty, Kuni’s stealing of fried fish from a friend’s kitchen and getting
beaten and Mrutyunjaya feeling threatened from the rags to riches rise of his brother-in-law —a corrupt
petty contractor, are realistic depictions of life marked by wants. He is guilty that he cannot feed fish to
his daughter Kuni, that he cannot get a bicycle for his son Kuna and that he cannot present a nice sari to
his wife. The reader discovers a subtle pattern in the narrative. Objects of his longing like “Potala”, “Rohi
fish” and “Bat meat” have pricey utilitarian substitutes. We can replace them with his desire for a bicycle
for his son, a good sari for his wife and a load of cash that his brother-in-law makes. At a deeper level,
his preying upon bats also symbolizes that a person having no access to material comforts of life he
wills, is most prone to be corrupt; he can act with no moral compunction to get hold of material gain
through unscrupulous means.

The locale of his story, though not pronounced, is identifiably Bhubaneswar, the state capital widely
known as “Gulama Sahara”, (the city of the government servants). The reader visualizes the “na talaa”
(the nine storied tower) its dimly lit cubicles and pan-chewing clerks going through dusty dog-eared files.
One can also imagine the secretariat that houses the politicians and administrators —a place
synonymous with intrigue and manipulation in popular imagination. Mrutyunjaya —a tiny cog in the
machine, in all probability works in either of these two places. In him, Sahoo looks at a character that
stands at the lowest rung of an extremely stratified system. Mrutyunjaya is a victim of his circumstances.

Rhythmic adage “thoda, badi, khadaa” suggests stagnation in his existence. He invokes pity in his fall.

In a subtle way, the story also tells that a man can, without scruples, instantaneously trample age-
old social and spiritual values that restrain him from wrongdoing. This exactly is the precept in the fall of
the old sprawling tree in the premise of Radhakanta Mattha. So long as the tree was within the
boundary of the Mattha and the strict vigilance of the proprietor, it was a safe haven for bats. Once the
storm uproots and flings the tree and the bats out to an unobstructed zone, humans become hungry
scavengers. Perhaps Sahoo is skeptical that religion and spiritual values can completely restrain the
animal instincts in man.

In Andha Ratira Surya, the storm, the wounded bats, the train accident and Mrutyunjaya’s existence
arrested in poverty, combine to make a powerful statement on greed as one of the most pervasive vices
of humanity. Sahoo ends his tale with a prophetic note. There is obvious symbolism in the name of his
protagonist. Mrutyunjaya, literal meaning, “he who has concurred death”, is another name of Lord
Shiva. Sahoo suggests that despite imperfections, Mrutyunjaya, the universal man carries the spark of
divinity that would prevail over the evil within him. The narrative reaches a stasis as Mrutyunjaya, the
small man, ultimately finds his anchor in the goodness of his “sinless, loving and caring family”:

“Somehow he was positively convinced that this world will change some day. This poverty will go away.
Not man but the hidden humanism inside him will save the world one day. May be it will be late —late it be,
better be late than never.” (p 162)
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Sahoo holds that the man has to look for answers to his moral debacle through ruthless self-
scrutiny. A great storyteller does not provide simplistic solutions to life’s enigmas and Mahapatra
Nilamani Sahoo is no exception.

Note: Translation of parts of the story in quotation and indented in italics is mine. The beauty of Odia
language and its suggestive layers of meaning for a native speaker are lost in translation. For example,
“Patninkara Potala-chira akhi dekhile Mrutyunjaya Babu Maha Mrutyunjaya Mantra japa karanti” is a
sentence loaded with meaning. As Odias, we are able to ‘feel’ and understand the writer’s intent. The
vegetable, “Potala”, with its slightly twisted shape cut vertically would look like frightening human eyes.
A woman (Patni, the wife of Mrutyunjaya) with such large expressionless eyes is angry, ugly and without
any hint of romance. Figuratively she scares her husband, whose plight is like someone in grave danger
chanting “Maha Mrutunjaya Mantra”. It sounds hilariously comic to culturally accustomed ears.

Dr. Kanak Hota lives in Chicago. She writes both in Odia and English.
Email address: kanakhota@yahoo.com
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Wisps From a Distant Land
Deepti Paikray

Often a distant land comes to me

through the rolling mists of yearning dreams,

pushing past tunnels of faraway memories

triggering thoughts and feelings in continuous reams.

A land of ancient spires and rolling paddy fields

of jangling humanity, strangled roads and kissing coconut trees,

a Kalia (Lord Jagannath) with rotund round eyes oversees this hoary land
He is mostly famous for turning down earthly pleas.

The morning pops here quite early

the crow and the cuckoo are at loggerheads for keeps,
and the fierce sun sheds his scathing glory

Upon crayon colored homes and corner garbage heaps.

The red mandara (hibiscus) blooms on every bushelbush
like bits of heart spreading gaiety,

and the frail basil spouts from oil cans or pots

marking the presence of a reluctant deity.

Stay at home are the withering old

the young have left to chase some gold,

Flower patches in homes have shrunk

instead plain, high walls thwart a band of thieves too bold.

Unheeded construction mangle genteel neighborhoods

even as street snacks of desperate vendors continue to delight,
Guardians of the sky ..... dimly, winking stars

Grimly oversee my town's plight.

When dusk descends on rooftops

and temple bells clang the spirits away,
prayers piggy ride upon smoky dhuna spirals
Thankfully this town still needs to pray.

Bits and pieces of the land | attempt to carry

a bell metal lamp, a silken paato (sari) , something from Pipli at a low bid.
For it is my Kalia's land

that unfolds behind my closed eyelids.

| wonder if He sees it all

or has become unstaring ...... having seenitall.....
His eyes are open , perhaps unseeing

mine are closed always reliving...........
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often a distant land comes to me
Through the rolling mists of yearning dreams.

No More
Nrusingha Mishra

She is no more, she is gone

Dove flew away, tears shed in vain

Where did she go, | do not have her address

They say, she went to her permanent abode

She told me to stay for three more days

| had to leave as in duty bound leaving her devastated

She comes to my dream after long time | saw her bed-ridden

Observed special rites not able to carry on my shoulder
What did she leave for me to move on, nothing

Except fond memories to ruminate in deep silence

Look at the faces of the children to search for her smile
Flashes of those memories come and soothe my soul
Specter of traumatic news, “No More” has vanished
Because she dwells within me and inspires to keep going

Dr Nrusingha Mishra lives in Germantown, Maryland with his family.
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A Ballad of Glorious Konarka
Manoj Panda

Blazes the mantle
Konarka- the edifice
An artistic pinnacle
by the seaside today.

Long in the hoary past..

Up went the royal edict,

trumpeting the grandeur of Odisha all over

A temple would be built on the sea

O Artisans...ally together to work for the clan
And surely your scions would adore you for eons.

Danced again the chisels
and the mallets without fail
to tunes of rigor

making adepts regale
Presto..came the stones
alive and charming
drenched in the artisans
finesse and sweating.

Meanders the time in its trail
And glides back never....

Enters here Dharama, the boy of twelve...

Trudges he alone with plums from his yard
To see his father building the temple hard
Like a chariot for Sun God the temple would look
And to affirm his friends his father never forsook.

Despondent was his sire, when he arrived
Fearing the worst if he would survive
Not mounting the steeple would be the jive

Silent was the night with twinkling of stars
Wind became fierce and the waves were harsh
Omen of evil got perilously built

Laughter and laments filled it to hilt

Awaiting the doom when napes would be slit.

Decade and two Dharama was old,
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Conferred with father and friends of gold
Tried to ponder with knowledge from books
Why not the steeple getting into hooks

As slowly the night merged in the dark

Top of the temple he did embark
Remembering his Mother and Divine name
Focused on the spire to bring in the fame.

Day as it dawned
A surprise was in store
Steeple was fixed for sculptors and more

Giggling was the sky sea and cheery was the breeze
Alas.. still the anxiety didn’t cross the bridge

Honor won’t they lose for artisans on the morn?
With the glory of the radiant success of the son.

Tough was the choice for Bisu as a father
Whether his son or sixty scores matter

Never had Dharama pant for the fame

Kinship is always better than his name

Always would do to forgo his claim

For the honor of his kin and brethren

Never would the world know Sixty scores of men
Lost to a child in the artistic domain.

Dramatic was the elan like the meteoric fall
Waves turned wild and storm became the gall
Forever the artisans would carry on this slur
Atoning the loss of the hero and conqueror

Who let go his attachment in celebrating his race
As sky and the earth grieved in embrace.

World is awe-struck in the astonishing eye
Looking at the monument in gleaming sea side
Admires daily in amazed wonderment

Right at the blazing brilliant firmament.

Today by the seaside....

Manoj Panda lives in Gaithersburg, Maryland. The above poem is written on the reflection of Konarka
Gatha by Gurukrushna Goswami.
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O America, Where Art Thou?
Samrat Mohanty

Forgoing the mother and land,
Yearning to breathe free,
| set sail for your love once.
But, o my enchantress, where did you flee?
Is it your grave or mine, | see?

Souls simmer when tides turn.
Nations stir as times churn.
Hopes and dreams once paved your streets.
Are you still the shining city on hill?
Are these your tears or mine, | feel?

How did you ever fall so far?
Will time ever heal your scar?
Will you fall for each subversive’s lure?
Will forces of fear hold the sway?
Will your fabric start to fray?

Does God still mend your flaws?
Will all Gods be free in your laws?
If I rang the liberty bell,

Will you look away with guilt?
Will your justice grow a tilt?

What am | to think of you?
What will you make of me?

Do you hold the torch and flame, still?
Will grace be shed on you and me?
Will you keep shining from sea to sea?
s BEGF  ORS e

(Inspired by ‘America the Beautiful’ and Recent Events)
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O’ My Son, O’ My Dear Friend!
(a translation of Kausalya’s blessings to Rama following Valmiki Ramayana 11.25)
Bijoy Misra
for South Asian Poets of New England in program
Voice of the Mothers and the Youth
March 25, 2017

My son, my dear, O’ my dear friend!
| am with you wherever you are,
I’'m your friend! (0)

| taught you worship, | taught you how to be humble!
Respect all that have virtue, never should you crumble!
Let your weapons protect you, never you get feeble!
Let your service to your parents be a guard on you,
In Truth never you fumble! (1)

Let the Stars and Light protect you, the Spirits and the Angels!

Let the Time and the Events be good to you, the Seasons and the Years!
Let the Gods and Powers protect you, lend you their ears!

Know my son! | have prayed for you before, never have any fears! (2)

Mountains, Oceans, Space and the Heavens!

The Earth, the Air, the Water that leavens!

The Arts, the Skills, the Talents, and the Senses!

Let all come to your help, let you override all fences! (3)

Let the Ghosts, the Fiends, the Wilds not scare you!

Let the Snakes, the Insects, the Bees not snare you!

Let the Animals, the Beasts, the Cruels not dare you!

Let your strength, your valor, let your virtue never fail you! (4)

Let the blessings of the Heavens be with you, my boy,
As Indra had in confronting terror!
Let the blessings of the Earth be with you, my son,
As Garuda had in searching nectar!
Let you be blessed by the Divine Mother,
As Aditi did during the time of war!
Let you have the spirit of that incomparable Vishnu,
Traversing the worlds, the Sky and afar! (5)

Ty {.{@g_ 4@-}3,_‘._,.
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Melting into Eternity
Surya Nayak

Cloudy Sky,

Rain-drops hanging like a canopy;

Making the atmosphere dim,
And thoughtful.

Standing lone on my balcony
I looked at the horizon
| see you smiling at me,
With your ‘almond-split’ eyes

My heart rushed towards you,
Fully drenched with your smile,
| felt a meaningful jerk within me,

And goose-bumps, populated over my skin.

It is not,
That | cannot live without you, but
| do not want to live without you.

| want to absorb,

each of the sun rays
That reflects towards me
From the touch of your body.

| want to breathe the air,
That swirled around you
and breeze past you

| want to feel your hairs
that caress you and
spears towards me
| Closed My Eyes...,

Leaving your soul to dissolve in mine, and
melt in me, like a candle
Burning slowly and your breasts

Pressing my ribcage.

A passionate melting into eternity.

ae e TG
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Sindura - Vermilion
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A8 @nd QORI 2eIE ChE aGal af ARAIRI 606 | QIR 6 di6r 08 @lelca 098] | ade ¢
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264, 716219Q | A6Yaa 98 AAlg @ G8del aQ MG | §ea diar 69 CIg A0Q A ¢F
6008 | 6661 QIR Ja BIa @ 62a4 dar adl dlag) 621adal | QITR Age 6e a8 62ale |

26N 6210 QIadip 61 66ag | GAa1 @04a gAdal ae@ galel AQIAIGE di I ey, 62la AIs6a
| QIEIF, QIAQIGGE dQ A6 6ig ATRIZIE Qe ceinalq Q66868 6l Olgas’ 67Ra din | 2isa ag8
diadip 96101 A6QIag cadel dia Va gadasa | 9aIol A30 2déicn a6sl /10 G @66 AAAQ
2Ideial @68 8161 | 697160 AANAQI0R G68R6E 6aIR GI8l AIRLEA | 2IGRIRE 6aI0IN6; 8166Q
@106 @6Qaal | celId ol 0@ daa GIReRE | alal tsm gI1eel Qoalidl Ade dal. &3 eden
AAEa AQE AGHIEIAQ QIQIEN | CIE 06 dal 46YIeIIee delaigia Q4I 2R | g8 2I6aa 980
69160 6Qa6I6M UG A SRR HgEe 60dlIadlq | @6Ia dlsed G AQIQ @& QRN @19Qa
AGQ19q Q18aI6a g6 Q0fIAI 61 QUG Y& UQ4l ZIeR | 69 6Q1QY Q68 &iYies dUsaq |

dQGe ARIER AP AGAIY GAQ 6IR 6RIEH AURSE dRa Jal 621088l ANIrsa adin 6917 2I8gien
6106164 6RE A32IQ | 640160 IR QEP 68RE UCIF | YIE aaseansa NEgels 6§ 9YaIgd
| 6ERARI Q16 AT OlRaE MEARAI OR 6k G Q1B DIe6a N8 SRR JRIRIZIG, YII6RE dgae
A08 64 7130 6 0Iga A6adISN GIRAa GIGe Faa Ve dIde @EQY | 2l IZId Gade! CRR|
60060 OB 6RIGRI I8 QP 6RIR 60IRI A6R | RIRGEI 616 Q@A 6dIER AI0LIE RAE QIeIg AeR
@4, 96l Jerdal AJ6a ARFSCIA Y& 69 6RIa Qf |

a9 6i6a A8 960 0190 UG ¢Re! IR | Bl AIS6R M1ER QY | Y6660 66aR Q20 QeI
604l | @8 G841 A19, 69 6aRRE lRsa T8 696 G116 QIR AR GIRQ Bl AURE | G166 ea
a0l @GZen MG 6Ia QlaIa1 4 6Q8 QI eUes -0d6a KIAI dRI6 dIAd ‘GEH 1aR (o4l 6
99 QIE)’ B ‘W6NG QIRIART @G6Q | @GgEa BEAl AIFEIER FaR, 6AIIY GEY aR 6Rl

AIFG6Q Qg | IRIAe @el f6e dalR ¢ @ dRIQIG IR 60R: dqlsal (6 daa Agalag- e
@19@ld dR6AI A@a1-

6alg A9 6ia | ERIGeR QIQIE CIs defial | J6a QYR QA6 0 dedq el | 6ia aedSIsaql
601616916 9@ dalce QIQlea a4 oif 26dI AR QIF, 966 isa g gl 38 | @8 294 @all 69
6019 QR6RFA6A 1A @A I8l AIFRY A1 aisa @C1Y | 69 46 ¢ 18R CIaQI 696R 0¢8] I8a6e
Qd8 6aid |

618i6a0 62lq QIeiQ AIL, 661G @sRITER AGNq | 69 ABAGa 6 Jdal QI 60Q8I6a 6R606 AQRI
YaQe 62108% A Tl Q96 6 dPlea @8 AQYIa ANIIe @G@l aIe | Y216 6061 ealaal e
ol 919 @] 9a8 6 PRIV RIAgem | 9 S 616 66REA | 6GERA NERIE0IA 604 98 Qad6
288 | 98IAQ 9o addal @4l 6 Naq Yeide Qdieqla @l 600, QI CREA H6RIAGER A6
621RQIQ8R | P8l RRIQ8AQ Ya Qa8 02l 62Rl NAAIG Q6P 606l | YQIQ KeILe! 606 TGRSR QR
G dIg 684 V2l 9960 A6 | IARINIAER G AYREA @RI Aell 62Al 63 6a7I6R 2600 624!
Qaqla | goal 6a6e die AR - 161, I 67104l Ala IFG-
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Qlsnga AIRdp 671 QASINIAE 6aGQIq | QIc6a U0E 6iR eif A&6! aIdiiale QlaIie aa Alslsa |
Q09 819, G2lId AGRGIA GG 196a | 9l Glame! EILY Gell A6 A°6Me6a Ja18l | 660a
Q60 26 Hacsa QIAsAIRSAE 9968 &2l 621ad 69716 agsash @4aala 6268 | ¢ ¢ 6eIA @8
aeIam - 208 6615V 616 6alRcea ? @0l Q& G ANAsa @deen. adem ‘GaEN Glad | 94 callaml
066 69 @& 6 69 9 fal geNg, - 2lia ¢ 6aY ed AlRIdE & ?

ABEQ QIEAGA @R 62166REA QTRIE FIC AIGEE | 6A7IER ‘AR KAGIA 66lIQ" 67 AR RN
V& Gale 9g 6aa - Aqo6a Glata 6216a1 QRE Y& QIfa @6l | 67160 GIAEEn GIAE 6618l ¢
AIREIA | 69060 Elsm AERI @Rl | GIFR 6 GI6F T @QAlel QeE 6aell ‘g6 6 7 4§01 @@G 64
69166 60RZ6R | 9960 ‘8’ G160 AUS 68162 BRGIEY - FIM 6g 66168 TR 66lI6RRI R4,
agé 2Iden Ge g 66llsa 6d7 | @19 696& -

Qa6REa0 G6a 60iR Al "lal U6 66 @G 6369 | RIER 69 6a9I6R 6918 AR 626@ |

@ a8 6 QITR 67166 606 YAG @Igdial sacn @6 agBal - 'Subjective Science' aigia
6nGia 626A FAG gl I3 | 69 ABRAG g6 | A96a6A 08 FQLEA JaG6a QILARE! QI AGYe!
QY6 | 628aIR 69 0160Q @AG YIS 6A6 GRIQ 6 GFaa GAQ GalcR GolY Gldelq AIGER |
YOQ el Jioe G Ugeana o Enl Y9 @36 QIQl 996 Q69 QeI | 606aIe 628 VI KIAQ
Y& 6@ G6l | ¥aa 2Q1Ia8 @G0 6eg @6l ?

6346I6Q 910 G G4l GQR6A ARG e 681A6Q FIRG, G6AT68 ‘Gl Gelad YA’ Uete Qlal |
YQIQ 6064 60088
0Q 606 QTR | 0l @enle ¢ af | Gle 936 6die 60aeE 204l QIR | ¢ 6aF8R 6ANIRE |

ol @Gl @l 16 6 Gall 29 dal, 98QIa, 606 99q Atk @R | daflaea YIQ 6066 Y
G10IQ 604611 ¢F Hala Ya1eQIaq 60adal JIQY 216 6 ANIER 96 IR | e Q186 6a6r 09 6ad
Q19 69166 6Qallsn Gl& snel @@ ‘Geld ¢ 6R6d’ |

Q°al@1 dseia, Genioa F16 67166 Qlengasa Jelatisn G 671a @s6l Géies galqlegr | 69 69l
=iy @|@ Slsn 616 6l6a | ¢ 6066 GAEI Y Bl 6a6l @AY YT, HeR 69221000 A8 aIAal
ala | Y2a 6e18 anle QIEA a0ad 0laa 60218 69168 | 696066RQ Gl 9 @ | @] 9 Q0I6 TI6R
@f 60016 68 Qala @dA | Yedy ¢ dia AR @ 8R coed | A°aIal 861 G6IERRIeE A°YEEa
Rl €186y Bal | §ea dia 9 GlF 1ee JIRZMA | 690160 G AIR6RIQ AR 66 6ndl aGe s
6Q6l@6M - Sanskrit, Language and Learning |

QGE1Ic agdiRl A8 NQIBE @Y @ QI68l | G &1IG @@al dIar) 62188a 088 AIdQI J6Q06a

6@60G6Y QEIIRLIA 616 6la - 69 QefG! af& @Y dReIY 9RIge 66+ 6ded 6aI8l Ql6m - -
Y& @2 URSR 6AIKENE QI Ad6a ARIARSIA ¢lddian af f19 | AeleInl, asaedale 1960 2
Q@I0QI66Q &R 696 616 | BEY G116 AIFGU6R Ya §6a3e 0.lsn 78 aarq c1Gala alel diqel

137 URMI - OSA Souvenir 2017



AQICIS | 2RIA 7Y CIE A6 ¥ f @9dsa 618 6Aadal. 0 436 olea 61GaIa QIf AGKIAZA
60716 aede aia | 8 ¥¢ eF asa ol NEIA aaIq 66828 a6 02l falafisn §66a
8610109060 A1g] AlegN 46ade ARt aala | [ adesa 6916 6aalia 69 Gq, 6060 & @R 6QRl
‘aeier aiel dlaer @@6 ¢ aidde 21 @adl dlade 2°a1ed aiadisa diEle 6adl - aIdal 6719Q U6Q
dIeesh GY G1a-

AGRIANNER 6060 @2 6alR c8l AR AT @6m G6R | U6 Q1Y 6 Gla’ Y FQYIERET QINEIEIR
Ql61ga6a 69916 67760 0483 adad Q. F661868 AGRI 6 RININER Qg6 #ael dia | 638G
2eaINN 6Q1A LIV RRS | Yedy 6arIean Aedil J6es Rl ARYIAE 06 R @180
GoIAQIq | ¢I9aq, AGaI AGRINIeE 2Ga bl ¢ 6anIee 6aGEaA AGRI €I 690l 6 Yeeina
6416lI6KI6l HQURRIG |

6GRINIg QEIRQl 6 A6 AAIAQIA 608 6 Y6AE | 69 4R VaIA QIe6a 606l 6aRl A7JQe
661A AQNA KIGIa Qa6 6208 668 48 6E6Ia Jardalq @YIa Qdal NGRINIRE 606 | 6afiaia
Qa6Agaca 668 GGals dGsalaNcIa dlsaian @aas Yvdn adaiolq eaq clas adie | vélsa
710, 6816, Gk, QAR 6AI68R BIR, QILAIR QI8 IR, Jals 2GR AsYIGa aa1gl 694 | 6l
26l dg-Gedla 6ol QanIea dGsalancl ad | ¢ edéielsach Qaael F1aal 2aId aG6aIeolsa 601d
6061915 AI9 6anaisn | AI9dA i aIRl ®ell, IRAIA English medium @R @8l |

R0 GAIQ IF6AIeI AIAIYEAI 68AR0IQ BIG N0 AEAITER A8Aq | 60I6a 2aaR Q. 216
28 | ¥ 2ene sale aders adeIal 61 GRS 6a6na | 2ldel Qlagnsa IAIee dal 0ed | ?,n@m@
QISR 6IQEIRA0IA 215 @8 D161 GIF Yasler & AR | 6a6es ASe YA eia Gl | 2ieals
clgbaa agl Ucea aarlssa 2ide adsa Gda aca | ¢ AIadiA 69 28ra Gala dla 6016\
6016016 deie 60Q1g, G6EY @ AIF FEeR AIACRA!, dIdia gadl 6 A8, 6dia 6€a e1eala G
3Rl d686as A9R6a - V& 2°He g 6aIaQ! | AIaa 696R60a1 Uadl iR Velsa QI 626 |
ola QI 62 QI 6l 6RIRE AIQAIEA QIF6R A9e 626 |

UR6aIR6a QG ARG [ICIAIA0 GGIeNIAER 288 G AQI8 | 67la 630I§ Jala dal | @ A
AIGeIQ 69 AINRY YL gen @ ¢@ ARG 666 UG 2 A8 G6A | AAA Gle A AIGIAIE | 60166
6019 QIGEIRL GIFQ 692 6 8l dlel ¢ GOR | 2I6A Alel 621a IRdn 634 ¢id 6ald atkq |
6aRIQY 641 AIQT Ha AIRdAl CINT GRlRIAIA 6aI8F CoadRe AIfsa Aelael die | eaed 96e 7
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0@8MA 690I6Q QINT UGN @QeIQ 6UIRRI BIRAG, &3 Y6Q @6l UIAg 61Ql QId d6a 2rd 626 61

gélsm ¢ ? 2lase U] IR URYRIQ | @8l QRS ddel ?

dQeEa @9 | Qde GATE QIQEN(Zal QENgEe a8 266 Gla Qg QY ? 6dg6a ¢lagel Al
ARaleca 2°ge, @8 coll 88 69fisa ? Yl CReERa dRsIf @l dlkIe @ ds1a ? YAG 6 okl
6010 QIRG ¥Qd Q194N | GlQ @& flsa a@ ?

~A~ A~

d 6IR8 ageqaa JiEalica | 6alsca GIRE aal 66a2 aigel. aaee Mlgéiel 3 aeMe dela q
dla &S | S 91a F1Q Y §RA U2 6660, 60 €94 61G6M 680 AR 6 aal @ ala QIF | 68eR
7 60l60a 0IAE 69m QFQR YRIea! cadialg Agdq ‘auUe’ @oIg Il aGeera Y& J98a d01q |
6296 6@16QARA valdl 696l 618, | 6asa 6adlG ¢Bm Qa0 ArsAIal 6Q6IAlY - QI8 & G66 |

GQ901 @7 GY 0Geerq | FAQ6I G66a JNGIq YQEe @] CIAsn HeYa & Q¥ FEQ6Iq Aty AeQ
(unity in diversity) | /666 @696I Y& ARl ARAGEI | 61§ ARIGAIQ 629, AGRINGIG 06
aool 6gele (uniformaization of diversity) |

Y@ Q64Igea @ Qg daeana 666 |

2N

a1 6aIaIR A8 QIRIGIA G6JKG I60E6R dal AIEe 92060 €19 Fas /
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Qe 9@ 919l

q@‘qqml Q2

26 AINER BIF A6 6% 62NN | @F 69166 631IFANR cagal
QIR Bl ASINEAR "AIRQ1, |'4l 63T AIQ FIVAT & ?" 6711 OV O
6QY6R 62 | @@6M "F 6@ €I, 6TIRIANG! TCARELR 6116 | ARG 1"
"98g, ¢ 698" YGR @8 ¢ 61T 16Q RITR | 69Q IS 9RIQ @ ARAR
6IQ | 69¢ 6@ @g© 9 62IRTEM | *TEM "URQIQ T2l | 661l A @
QAMEQ @8 6Q¢ll ARG | 601 FAUQ 6TIQ 2T AR 621R AR |
Q606160 Q62 64 | 6AIRIRNGI @ AFeem @96 Q43 TSI 1

AIRQ1 629 FIGIER € gio 629! 92T | 99S 6991 A& | QIF QleeT @2l
62919 QR AI6T | 2ITGIR F62 FAR | AFER6R 24 24 @ | FFQ IO
6Q6R Q80 G] YR 869 64 | QAR 6T Pl 6962Iq IR T6@ ARG
@ 60R8 1 (1Rl G 2IAT 669 696Q AR QIS | 61 @3 6 671RIA1 Q28 | T6@ AR NGB | IR
Ol Q68 @3 6071 6Q GO @2 AIGH | AIRAIF L AN AALER FIA! | LAY AT 7160 | 26Q 691l
AT FRAIFA IOL F6AR 6I6R FIRA! | RTEM "IQ ATQ QI AN | 2i¢1 ‘el AF 6Q%H ARG ? 6AGE
A7l AR 2R Q QL Y | IR VISR Q6L TFER | YRR KQF 631I6T Q@ KHIFTER | B 66 7166 8S
QM MET 1 €1I' 6Q 6% AIREM 669 2T Ao A I

18

AIRQIF QAR ANAIY I68R G 6262 626@ QIR 694 ¢ SIF Aaq AR 2IAA AR | QG 614
R @8 A69R 21T 64 199 2IER Cla FAQ T6T | 694 R QIF G | Jal QIR 9Q | 99 @ G6Q
AIRQ1 A@6m, "AILINAR AGE 2T U6R 6J6T6RER QIAI Cll' 62RIQ AQ 2 A6 2R TR, 6ACFERER
@6 QEIQIR Al QN 6A6M G | IR ¥R FI6R AGEARI 64 | IRIG GQ IO, 68IR, 918, QIS ALY
gl 6Q 1 2R T6@ @G § 1 990 6ARAR 62 21 2 1 4R 69¢g | 99 JQ 99 SIANE | QILl 624
IR K911 QIF 6207 | A9 gAY AR @R 6908 | 9'd 288 IR B2AGIq ¢ 1 969 98 AR ARG 67169,
RFER | 2 IR 2R | N0 @ AP FER T 8IGG ' T @2l RER 6367 QIRAIF AT 6R6R AT AING |
Qla AQ QILNEN A6E 6UFG CIF TR TR 2N |

AIRAIFQ S GUIQ SRS A6Q HIREM AITQ FIFAE | 26Q IRUIRQ 6 659N AU AEFREAEM
9ozl a4l 68916213, F1Q, FRA | 26 AR, 2T @8 I @ ?" AR ¢ | AR A SR KGaR G |
62001 B I8 JALQ FHY A 6T | HIAF 6% T2 | 600G 6206 I' 2d2d A6 FAIRAT | AR,

ABEQ 6Q6E (I *QEE FaIg 64 |

QIF6Q QUL OF IS @7 6aR FIRAIF AICE ¢ 6% AR AIG FAR | 2ABIAR G6a AXIER FRAIF YRR
63l6S AR 60¢ AIF FQ 2TER & B6ER AR ¢ ACTIQ | 6AYR, CIRI AGE | A6 AT FRAIF AR A FITR
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64 64 223 2CINEQ | AIRQT 2IRTQ 621R8E | ARG! 611G 62716 TR | 6@ § 607 AaQ 2ITING
¢62a@ ¢ | 919 6a%R 7R 999 < 6916 @388 AIR.dY. QITIEA | F16E 6a% AT U16Q U16Q FIFEN
212 286m "N @ AI' AR | FIRAIQ 697 AATEAR 62IRF | 679 gH6Q FIRDE g6 II" *gR
6RI126Q ASRAN IR FIFA | AT QeQ 6aIF AIQ AR ] | 9ZE FVEQ ASIAR "FAd I, T8 6AEPEIER
2198 ? 26AERIQ 21T IR T6@ ATA @ TG AT |

"B AITIQEQ AI' ? 52 ? 61 © SN LIRS N AT G6R | 62R AT GR2G | FAUS GLSEI 69RARS
QI 6201 AQRR IR | FIRA! 651a 62G7 AIGR | AIFAN AIF ARE 1 6Ig AIGS, B2 GI'a 6TR AITR |
Q4 Q&1 A S A°60 91T QYT & AIP6G FIYR | AR AR V6T USARV @Q YR GI'Q 69181 Gag 1"

2% 62IRUIRIYM AQ &F 671l AIHER | AQ T3 1B 6RIY IR AIRARN | LGFIB AR FNIT IR
IRAlg @'4l @2 QEXRE K18 AIRRYM | IR.JY. RIS 6T QYR FIRAIF | INQ FA6Q 641 RSB |
6263 4I2 6a%ll ARG F€ FIFA | 66 6973 Giea A9 YPIRIA 22 62IRUIRE!

Contact Info, 1717 Crystal Spring Lane, Hermitage, TN 37076; Email: suryasnata.rath@gmail.com
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Qe 1913
"_r'?"_*: = S Q0IR 9@ 6919 §641 9F 6TIRRER ARG ARG, ABER, AIEA F9L, AR
= ~ | 0SAQQIfe 9GRI6a 2IFQ AHE RIS FTA6A A8 6RYR FITF? ¢

9@ PR, ¢ 2R 6ATI? 6Q QI A6M, @8 6RY | AIFQ & FRRIAITY
‘ i QY IO AIF6Q 9a6ER AR | gIg GF SIQ @2 AR | 6962 @
. Q909ZT 691Q F19q AYERER FORG @AM ¢ AIAR ¢ A7 6AYa 671Q
‘ A9 @2l | 6QRIZ 671Q F1IRQ @2l AAIRG @8 AACISIER YRATS
. QQQIAE e° IF geiddq @8 aaci8ea 9are ARaIGa...|

\lll”"”””r!“M

:3 y AG QA AR IS AR QUG I, IR, VRET, IYAIVYG 8IS 0I6RQ
i i 601G 6816 JAQIQ ALY | AAIER gl AR QAT AR 99° AT
JEQIR 2IFIQ AR 691N QG 62IR WIREE | ARNS IS AR
3 ; | 6Q60696% 267 6 GeR Qaiqsst QIdaIR 9e° AVVT ¢a AFe
AOQIEG @R2IR | ¥ AARINTY RQIR SRR GRUILY AIGE A°AF6R AT
i | @3 F196Q 601N Q6QQT 6@ QO2IN, 8 AQERER 9] NG QG
69 2I91Q QA FIF g3 AR KAE @4l 21661 0F WA JEARS FAAIAG? GIF QTR AAAER 2671 GIF
ISR QF GIFQ AL 621R ARRIG | 7% Feq IS PR VG 621R AIRAIF | 6QUFI 92| § 2IFQ QUM |
FR6Q Q8 g6m 7111 6ACNCR 6269 ARV JRIdl @Q F2I8 | AQER6R @226, 9919 641R0 QTR §9,
2IFQ €1 6226 A | 2iFl AR UL FARIF, ST 694 ANEA G | I NE AGIARIT € 2AQ A
QEAI6Q ALY KRN | AF FR6Q AGERER AgYI 2N @8 ALY FRRIAIR 6ATAR QITI AI'TIRT
6LIRANER MOIEQ IR QTR 621Q LIRS FIF ANIAIRT 9A6Q 2IE | FITa ALY ERIG! Y6 71X RIRIQ
@291 Q213 6819 AILIMTI AIR | 996 26 @F A7 9A6R QIS @F 62AIFFTA FATER 6291 78
Q6499 G Q2R QI6Q | ARAE8 FRTEQ @ 6TEM 6] 2167 A AREIRS AGYRIS @Q Q2R |
2I94e Q28 J6dI0 691IF FRC0R 6291 diRl 1&° A7 Fea Hgss QG IR | 622Q 6RIIFI AR
JRIFIER 1 QIFQ 2B, IR, 6F6R IS° 6F6T T FRIGIQ Y8l @6 AIREE | 98° 1@ JIT 2iel
TS QIR AEFYIEER AFIR 98 SIFa FRUEARI RGeS AAIAS |

21661 OSA NY-NJ chapter6a ¥@ @Idigrdq 2160a 69918 g f18 Qgg N9° 28l 998, Y& A2
RIS 6915 AALRE AR AMGET IR | RIS J6R T ¢ 691IQ 7T QRS IRIS KA IR QIFT |
R4 F16Y 666N TR 62IR AT G2l IR (g QRIRS *R6AR IR | 69U 2I6E QIF F1IER
2I9Q QI Fll'FQ 8567 69YAIAG | 62T JL6a Fa Yd 6AY6R IR ST YEREANT 621 AIR2IN |
AQ696R A6AR 2R GIF A6 2T GRAR @2l 6291 VIR IG° SIFQ IRITO! §Q AAR AR | 26T G
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QU6 UQRQ QGG 692 e ANATY AW JARIQ U6 | QAR @ AL ERIPI Y6 UI6A Sl
FR6Q L6RIS 684 AIRLIR, @F 2IFQ 9 ZIFRA AT AR 6QIRAIN 64 2T 6ACUCR FeQ QUL AIRRE
G° 6969 J8QEI 69 FITIT 67163 AIRIAYG AIFRI AR | 6ARG! 27 IR 666 @@ QAR | IAG
63IE QINAIR 2IQ A8 2R4I A8g F9Q FARI AR ¥8° Y0IQ IRIBFIYE °YOR G609 ARl AIR AR
@ 6816 BG2I AT |

21661 29RQ ARCIAg ATLFA FRG AUAT @ gUIAtq ATRG 6QRAIAR | 634 2IAF AN BT AT
o8 9N QIKIER AAIRR 9L 2R “AHR"Q GIE SRS |

‘The future depends on what we do in the present.” — Mahatma Gandhi

Qe (1213
Qi &4
bijmon@yahoo.com

gasaRIa
QUG QI

A"If you won't take it otherwise, may | ask you something?"
B:"Yes, please tell me!"

A" If you are from Odisha ?"

B:"Yes,lam!"

A e @ egall ..

...and the rest is history.

2I6ARRI6Q 6719 g FIRST 2d6q 49Q FFRIR G681 3P QIR A Kedig 2T cafeteria
60 200 ARVQ AR 92 FRYQ 2GRS ¢ INRYR AQ AIRT | IFARIG K2R GERER FAQS
632 QR Q&1 Ao A1 FE 2RRS! IR G 62IR AIZ | AT FIRHER I @8 90 F¢
dRId QIRSIE FIeE AIQ LIAITIR 64l 3G QIR @ Q&1 AR | 92 I9q daY I | e
QYR TR 2 SRFIER YYB FRINEA BFAIF 26T TG 6946 71992 | 2I6AAR, ARG,
2leanel, AFgQ 620 2RI FITIE 62 2IFQ AT
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99 Q9N G6R 2IF GG BIBQ, ATRAR YQ° J6TAQ FIeg 2T F6Q4d AIT ¢ 9aa @2ll,
OG@ 9eQIc B GRIGQ F1d 352 @T6M UEQIRT 8 UFFIFe ¢él 201 9ZAQI BRI ARXANRG
QeIRER | B @ AN VRS 92l &Y FATNFAEQ IR ARIQS BFUR ARG | *RIF 9l G 9@
SRINQ YICRINAYQ U, G2l NAG G2l 3R9Iq Y@ Ioa IRy JeIe ol | G AGAT AL
6QG1 6260 A 629 AR 6760 2P U, FIFI IR AR OTIQ AAA | 626M AR AELIAR YIS
Qa4 @ Q1B QF T6Q @4 2IE IR GG CIaER6a O2I6LIRE 69K0IQ 2FIFN @8f 9e° JFIR16R
0Ia 9099, Y8 FI0Q AAIAR 9F & FEIAS @RS | AIF 996 2IFAE IR 6266 AATAG!, 62ER
(352 K16 92 ANQ 5F g Ad 26 § ARIARAIE |

JRUE @d6ng 699% FIARRIR AR AAUER BHHIRQ 2FIQ 2RIQ FFQ a4 ALY AG AR
AR & IFC ARONI 69 RPLIY JIIER ARAN BFe 629R G2 QRIQ 52 62IR ATAER | AGY
ERIq QY 626m 64 IR 6@.58.6@ QIR AU BUlG Y QEEAAYRI YIS QQUE QIRG |

626/ 949 262, "g AR 92%, 671Q UG0S 99 BFAIF ATG AT 6291Q A ALEIRG AEE ?
2ARQ2I G 60104 SRRl @Fl AIeE A6 5 JEoKg AISRIAG! G 6AIPen 6718 AT §F
goes ceen@ @ ?"

JES AR, 626M ARQQ 69NGN .|

AFIFS IR ARl UL IR ANRY , IR RAQ FEREQ ROIAAI AN AIFG, FIETEM RUEAUD
@G AR |1 626m, 62 AUQ FLMEQ QORI 6I6GE6R 2R T6@ QAR QG AERALIN,
6A606Q6R 2T AGLIQ, &UIFl @QEAT, Fl YCR G 6Tl 6291 QAT | AR &S
AREAIR TR CREIER 628 & FIFIFIEY QIBICITTA AL FLRICRER ST
6dleR(ancestry) @ oIRQI ACRLINY | 62 U@ 6R6Q YOG FAIR, 6AES AN, 6R6Q
IS QRYIE QUG | N2 AVY6Q 2R TUYEQ FFRIFT IBFEITF A1 A6FQR! QUG
FRRAIR | 626R 6897 HFQ IFRG! T ATRVIF QYIS RQAS AT AR 2! IR AR
62IRAIER | R626m, NFG @ 6Ga ARG @RQ1, @UQg DAL (self promotion ) ARIIQE
6E2IQ 9RG6Q g% A2 | I0I6Q AGRE 6AIILYR FIRFIA ARIZAY U6 |

AT BFRUT J296Q Y9G WFRQl Rl 8T ] FATRCA 671IQ AERE F1Z | 626R, I A
A7 Agdl SRR I° 691 FEAIRRTS, ¢ LISECAIT VA GIRQ | AR A QYD VAR FAG 28
999 2T AR B 352 FICQ & AP, 2l AR ANER 601F 62IRRE, FIQ YFRTIAR
2IQNRG! AU6Q 2IFG IR KRG AGR | IFE 6260RR 2R 372 GIQ AFD 62N @)
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62% 964l Qlg AR 1"
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NgRIa APQER 2R, 2IA GF2 ARQ F6RID 62718 JAAIY G626 ! QITl 2T AT & KIQ |
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| 96JQ AFIY AR IS° F6ET @6 JEAUIFIRT 719 UG AI0Q 691aQ 8 AR AR YL €8RS,
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@68l JaIa1 BRI, BB ABl B LR J6d BgQE UG JeReq ARTE | QI Ua A6ARAdIR QYICIA | 2ISIGERI 96ad6a
6391911 2Ia GFIIATIF ATIQ AYR RERTER U2 aGQl 2Ia ATIA FIC! @Kl Qgelg 6986 62al 2ag @0R 6Qla 2R |
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ARR1 ARA16Q 68IRG"Q G894 6Qlm QAT "RTEE QAR !
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27 QA GIGIY; QI IS4 6Q6R UQIRQ SYLIA @I U6@ 6QR |
0§ @AFIR UQIQ 670 FREFIS 6@l 21605 QAR G RRGIFAIER 2IR ‘GRI QaIq ‘G’ BIa 6aaR
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JGPQl YRl RFAIA AR QT | @S UQI JEGHR UA-RIG-AYR 650RIGIe A9 | UQI AERIRE 699RIQ
& QETIY G | UQIR YFIQ J6aYe AR AIR 2018 2T | U4 FIRAEIQ AIGeY Gléiel 2ia g@al 216
JIgere |
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ARAYFQ @e0 62 AWR| 26 TR e @ g ¢ GRall ¢ Alog TR @RETIRGI Q8 QQRIGA!
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“2Id8 62Q0IQ felal 27

7 @8 QQeR @R 26 agld 9% K980,

“Go4l. 6710 6Q@H. .17

6969 671l QAQQ eI 6AIAIR &lIY 1626 BRSIQ FIFl &l 6aFI6R SIRIRIRI 6Q1R F66 §@Y BRIF; GIU6R
QAR 2RRg ¢ 6a6d 67l ARYQ QP g8l AQ URE VUG RIFY | SASAIER & UaFE w66 ARG
6QGEER | AEAGRI (TR AR | 6ATIEH A TGAR! 6066 Qe 6QR. -

Q. geifl q BREll Al g8l 569G @0ejal @68l EeyYnel FRIAN:

Q.-G 4ll... ! 60Q0 UR AR ?

: AR.--@F4 §F G4l | YRGS QaFl @8l | GIasR BF4ll AR @F @S UG UR QRIF AR, ARG |
18...G...4ll...| 68...606@ IR | YRG! @8l QEIAR! AIGER ?

: SARI.--CFAIQ BYE AN PR, PTG, 560G, CEERFIR| 2R BAFYERS AIANG QR AGE |

'@ 62RYQ; 671IQ VIS RIF |

16Q@ 2R, 6@6@ YAOG F6m GP4l QIR 626 | @Rl ~ qE- JoQIRd gea qeIdY | g6 adice Qo

A an

2gaiq 6aal Q7 28 Q2@ |

9. G249l AAEA U@ AGY 6QIR8RI QI8l, @68l RIRFEIR Rl

:6@4dIeQ A6 @181 @l ? UAD 6RARAIRE IQYsaq Qs ?

2R, QY A 18RI 6gem 9P AR, @R gdel, dR, dle AR QA 1A YA AR A9 dRIRQ
R13QIQ 67R 6AER QRF | AUA A1, @@, AAQ 99 &al 62¢ ¢Isag A FAR UASIA | 6QERT @S AUAR
ger age | afadel aegela Agael 62¢ AYerd 49Ie ARBREQ AfAdR § QIR @6l AFAARQ
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QQaIg | adE6q 2 AR, SFF, @@, RArY, geIArd, Jdies dIRai] | didd 2Ia ARIARIRER
6R6Q AR, GRIQ, 99d, 9P dela @Q ¢iEIg |

6IR, Y1 Ara ¢liEd g6d ag ?

FIR 4@ BAAQ UFR 2K AFRRR AMS 6QQ 26A GIR AP FIARIg | 2IK AR 62a0 ag I A

2GIGY dIagel 62Q SIQ! Fal AR age AIF| (Ua @8l AR QIEcaaaIq QYR 6Q6m 6711IQ UgYs FIe J6a
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9. GPSIQ G BRAIBR 671 A6Q AIRAR@| T6Q @68l Aael FeIan :

: 2AYER BESIQ A6y *F 6a 6AR0 AQ AR TS FIRIAY, 6QER BAUE YY1 €AA 6RIE AQERIEG
aIIg 62R0 AAER FAR ARIQ FIFIEAYR 6QI6FR ARIQ 6QFER | 626R BFIIQ @ QT 62”0 Fgag FIF
U@ dIQYedq @Y@IY6R |

6Q6lR 6adQG: 2Fl 6QYAY, IBIQ! QlIal, AIRE AFEIR QTR 606RIQ 6QFAY, 6R6RAQ 6719, @A
6Q166'R, JQP | dIR 6QIEER @ 6QFAY QL FIMA FIF CAARR, @67 Qe, @67 AAAR!, YRGB,
aRgIal, difgQl, @67 FQAgIR1, @F FQgIR1, QRGN F18d, 6@al, dR1Q @6Q AR, 6214l FIR, JRE
AR 28R dIeIaeld Galecq 9de B 6Q6R BIAdR BBRA 64183 dIisada A ¢ U adig QERIF
el HIRRIG |

2IA8 G 65160 BFIIER YR dg 60 RVIBR JRIRER YA A9 B8 ggIQ 2a ¥l 7 671Q YR 80REQ
R1eRRRER 62@0 e FIF |

BRI, 2 60 99 TUFAIBA HIREA IR AQ 627 6FIQ Fag 9AR @Ieieaq | AIG-Ud-ag Facaas
Q2 UR1Q 66 OIg aale adig alie A6 UQl 9ge cLIRIgad | 21ad AIQ! IRsR; Ya 99Q RIF 6Q4
63931, @IRAl, AIY AR, PR - QIRGIR AR, REE 0] A@!, FId HA| AR A} 69T6R AR
Aol sliReR VI1Q1 6QAE A GFER 6RaR 671l AR IYS 6QQYR| 6216 .|

URda 6nd @96 A8 dm G QASIAIER SIdsy JelR1a 2l QAR KIR 62lede Zla AReq d1el 6qe 6d
29 GBS 2R GERIQ ARG 6260 a@el AR AR R 69N 6REERE GG, GG FYINER AASY
62@Iq 607 AQE% 6ATIRE IR AR GHE AR G QAT 9QR% &6 |

Zena GRS Ung @QQIa §8a 6d,

$18...27Q da @3l QI6; @68l 2IA Gdlg ARG aQelea @ ig| Ug GRdI ARG Zane |

26 Gng @8l AR AARS 587 AUl GFIIQ 2Ia YA FIGASIA AR AR AIGEY 6QaR ¥R JEIITCG

2| 2P ARIQ 6RCERSI QBTG LIFQErIcq iR AREIR QIF JTe YRR @@ @ag | udler
AGRIQA Adig FETRIGIA FGIRER CQIRTIQ ALe? | ASIQ Jegd, QAR G8ll AIGRsR & geaia
AFGIRQ QGG ald | geeta AR 2PN A1 AR @RQQIG! I QF SQdId! 6Rdl Bla AARR Golg
cRdleR aldiay @RQIq APe | 6IRGUIR ¢ 'QATARER FGRIF” 6aIR QKRR | BErq AITEY QYR TR
@8.-2I8...G8..QaN FIgQY ¢ 6QgaR BIGR | 63E6R QY FRAIA 6QIRGIRE & Qg QIR | 26 2y 6QRIQY
U BRIGGI 604 | 996 A0 & @ayl AReY AR QIR 69T QL0 | cIRYUIR e O o6m e
2RSSR ] *QER 6a...
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'ARGIQ AR, @ AQ 60Y IR 60@, ARFIRRQ AIF G AP 699 QL UR @Elig AA6Y alIR 636@ 6QIR
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671Q UG daf AXRe AIFeY FRAER YS! sReelm 6d. -
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IFIQ 6OIREIY | 6R6E6RER UQ! 6RGIRT IAQ YRUEE G 62606a6R IR 620 BIFQ Fd FYe 6QIRaIY |
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FI6RI6R6 2IGYE GIJKIdE 6Q6R AR IR QI GoRIQl F6e gEIgl |
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Q@ 8l 9@l Al 2SI 6266

Q8 9@l Al 6Q4l @6QHIER
0§ AT €gq 6na AIRIREE FeREQ QE ARG @1 AAIe dIR ¥R Fema Jd SI8 AR, UQI 671
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AR B QASIFIER, ZIFQ BE$I AI'AIR; 6711 K8l SRR ¢ AG! AALF I[P K6Q--
2leq G@el..-2A G@4ll... 111
G2 QIRER /'8l ?
G@a @9 ?
@8l GlQ gee daeq ?
QEFac! d1e din AIQeel @IS 6gel Rl ugal AoI diagal AR GEal ?
AIQQAl 6Gel AQeQl QIGE GFa Al GFR Q% AIggel @1e 6gel ?
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IR 6060 @el G RAIQ 2198l AGT QY| UQIQ AR 66IRAlg @dem ATKe AFQIAR Swiac 6960 Q16" |
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@4 @9Qleg ¢186ral Qe 2eA GF4l AITQ gl |
gaid exlsiea 14 AIdcaal 2Ied ddae @1 aq,

AQRd, FIQASIRQ dRIss 62l A6@ RIgE IR 17
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UQIe AR QIQIQ ERAE SIFDE QAQIA Gell FIgAIR FAEAG QAIGHIR | 6Q6R, UQ Ag AAGR §CIg 2les AIEE @R
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In Memory of Sujeet Kishore Mohanty
Saradindu Misra

Sujeet Kishore Mohanty
Mav 21. 1950 - Januarv 22. 2017

On Sunday, January 22, 2017, Sujeet Kishore Mohanty passed away at his home in Marlton, New Jersey
at the age of only 66 years. Shri Mohanty was a great friend of Odias living all over the United States. His
untimely death was a great loss for the Odia community.

Sujeet was born in Cuttack in 1950 to a very affluent family. His father, Shri Naba Kishore Mohanty was a
reputed contractor and a businessman of that time. He studied in the Stewart School and eventually
enrolled in the Ravenshaw College, Cuttack from where he passed his M.A. in English literature with
distinction. After completion, he joined the Ravenshaw College as a faculty member in the English
Department. He was extremely popular among his students as well as his fellow teachers. His students
simply adored him for his friendly nature. He behaved with his students more like friends.

He represented his College, University and the State as a cricket player of repute and even represented
the State in the Ranji Trophy Tournament. Cricket used to be his great passion. However, it was not
cricket alone, he also became a very popular Odia singer. Under the tutelage of the legendary Akshaya
Mohanty, he sang in a number of Odia records which became very popular among the masses. He was
called the “melody master” and was able to pull a big audience in public performances. He was also
involved in a multitude of other social activities, even including the presidency of the Rickshaw-Pullers
Association of Cuttack!

Sujeet got married in June of 1975 to Sangeeta Mohapatra (Kitty), daughter of late Binod Mohapatra, a
retired I.G. of Vigilance of Orissa. In the year 1981, Sujeet decided to move to the U.S.A. to pursue a
Ph.D. program in English language and joined the S.U.N.Y. at Buffalo. However, after completing his
Masters requirement, he changed his mind and joined Law, instead, which he completed in 1988.
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| came to know Sujeet while he was living in Buffalo and | will narrate an interesting incident as to how |
met him for the first time. The OSA Convention was being held in Toronto in 1988. | and my wife, Lata,
decided to accompany late Dr. Krushna Mohan Das and his wife, Basi Apa, to attend the event. Dr. Das
was related to Sujeet — his son in law, Ranjeet Mohanty was Sujeet’s elder brother. Dr. Das had decided
to spend the night in Sujeet’s house, en route to Montreal. It was past midnight. Although he had been
there before, he sort of lost his way around the neighborhood at that time of the night. There was no
GPS at that time and we were wondering around the neighborhood trying to locate the house but all
was in vain. Finally Dr. Das shouted at the top of his voice “Tunal Tuna!” (Sujeet’s pet name) thinking
that he would get a response from him. Yes, after a few attempts, the door of his house opened and
Sujeet waved his hands at us and led us all into his house. We spent the night with his family and the
next day continued our journey to Toronto. That was how I first met Sujeet and started a friendship with
him which continued until his death.

Sujeet moved to the New York area in 1988 and stayed for a while in New York’s Long Island. At that
time we also stayed in Long Island. During that time, we met frequently and became good friends.
Subsequently, he moved to Marlon in New Jersey where he set up his law practice. His practice was
mostly in immigration-related matters. He helped many people in matters of immigration for free when
they could not afford to spend money. He also acquired quite a reputation in commercial, criminal, civil
and constitutional law. For many years, he was an honorary legal consultant for the Odisha Society of
the Americas. He was very popular among the people who lived around him in New Jersey, particularly
in social gatherings where he used to render his melodious songs to the utmost delight of the gathering.
For the last year or so, he started singing in his face book, every Saturday, a couple of popular Hindi film
songs to the delight of all his friends. On Saturday, January 21, one of the two songs was from the
famous Hindi movie Teesri Kasam which was “Sajanre Jhoot Mat Bolo, Khuda Ke Pass Jana Hai”. And the
next day, he passed away to his Khuda in his sleep. He has left behind his wife, three children and two
grandchildren and infinite number of friends and well-wishers to mourn his untimely death. He was a
man who was loved and respected by all and with his death created a void which is impossible to fill. He
is gone but his memory will be cherished for a very long time. May God rest his noble soul in peace and
give strength to his wife, Kitty, daughters Amrita and Tina, and son Rohan.

B e I s

Saradindu Misra
Franklin Park, New Jersey

186 URMI - OSA Souvenir 2017



In Memory of Dr Gouri Das
Bijoy Misra

Dr Gauri Das (front row, center) with friends in Boston, Spring, 1975.

Dr. Gauri C Das —
The Leader and the Brother
(1941-2017)

Gauribabu was a quintessential Oriya. He carried Oriya
brilliance, Oriya pride, Oriya sensitivity and the Oriya
camaraderie. He loved Oriya language, championed Oriya
traditions, sought out Oriya friends. He knew of the Oriya
poverty and the neglect of Orissa in modern days. He
made all efforts to be of help to other Oriya friends in
achieving security and stability. For some of us, he was a
blessed elder brother who waited on us such that we
might learn to walk the difficult paths of life.

| met Gauribabu in Cambridge, MA, when he was just
completing the post-doctoral tenure in MIT. Unassuming,
not-so-urban, an earthy pedestrian had written me a
letter welcoming me to Boston. It was not easy for me to
connect my dream personality to my brother seemingly
living in Orissa. Then | saw his heart, his kindness, his
hospitality and his affection. | was one of many in his family. He taught that our life was higher than our
means.
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My school friend Nagabhushan Senapati was in MIT and another staunch Oriya Prasanna Samantarai
lived nearby. Prafulla Padhi was a student in MIT. My school seniors Nityananda Misra lived in the
neighboring town and the other senior Chandrasekhar Mohanty lived in the neighboring State of Rhode
Island. Nagbhushan, Nityanandababu, Chandrasekharbabu were married. Also we had Kabita Sinha, a
dancer from cuttack, married to a Peace Core volunteer Kenneth Lombard.

Gauribabu was older to us and he was the leader. In our social events, he would be the first to arrive
and the last to leave. Jovial and gregarious, he never missed a good game of bridge before he called it a
day. He would shun anyone who would touch alcohol. He would cook all food himself if he was the
host. He would clean the utensils three times to make sure everything was clean. He would be finicky,
but utterly sincere.

He came from a teacher's family and had the trait of traditionalism built in him. He would be rigid in his
opinion and steadfast in his principles; he would suffer than beg. He believed that Oriyas needed
friendship first. He had his value that the friendship must not have a price tag. He was a friend to all; his
house was open to all.

— R '
e TN
Nagabhusan, Gouri Das, Jogesh Rath, Manmohan Subudhi

L N

Dr Jogeshwar Rath had left for Orissa those days and returned back in 1977. | learned that Gauribabu,
Jogeshbabu along with a visiting Nurse-physician Dr Laxmi Saraswati Rao from Berhampur laid the
foundation of Orissa Society of the Americas in 1969. In later years, OSA got more structured and
Gauribabu was in pains to observe the deficit of friendship that he had cherished. Eventually his vision
lost currency with the new volunteers, and he was marginalized.
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In 1994, | made efforts to bring him to the OSA Convention in New Jersey by conveying that he would be
honored for his early contributions. The business model of the Convention bothered him. It is possible
that that he did not fully visualize that the seed he had sown would eventually become a tree. He had
imagined of an Oriya village. The delegates appeared to him as transient consumers. He felt lost and
never returned to another Convention.

Gauribabu was a bright student, a thorough engineer and a careful thinker. His selection of Chinmayee
as his partner was novel and elegant. Blessed with two able daughters, he was a homely man, who
wanted to be loved by his dear family. He gained respect from his professional friends, his personal
friends and his neighbors. His friendliness won many hearts.

An early light of the Oriya immigration in the US was extinguished on May 25 through an unkind
sickness. A life of service, support and dedication to the dignity of tradition was called back to eternity.
His memory and legacy would continue to live as long as people of Oriya descent would live in North
America. He showed what an Oriya was in one's heart and in one's soul. Oriyas in the world might
discover their traits in course of time!

Peace!

e e s S
Bijoy Misra

May 28, 2017
Lincoln, MA.
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In Memory of Sworna Senapati

Manoj Panda, Lata Misra (through OSAnet)

Sworna Lata Subudhi was born on July 15, 1950 in Berhampur, Orissa, India to Dibakar and Labanya
Subudhi. She graduated from Oakland University with a B.A in Human Resource in 1976, and went on to
gain her Masters of Social Work from Wayne State University in 1981. Over her thirty-two year career,
she worked as a social worker for a number of public and private agencies. She worked at Gentiva (fka
Odyssey Hospice), until her retirement in 2013.

Manoj Panda shared the following information in OSAnet:

vasamsi jirNAni yathA vihAya
navAni grhNAti naro 'parANi
tathA sharlrANi vihAyAya jirnani
anyAnu samyAti navAni dehi
(Bhagavad Gita, 2:22)

The Blessed Lord says that just like a human being puts on new clothes by giving up old ones, similarly
the conditioned soul accepts new material bodies in due course by giving up the old bodies.

On behalf of Senapati family with profound grief we inform all that Mrs Sworna Senapati (Kuni)
breathed her last peacefully in her residence at Bloomfield Hills, Michigan on August 6, 2016 (Saturday)
at 8 PM in the presence of her family. She is the wife of Late Dr Hemanta Senapati, ex-President of OSA.
Her cremation took place in White Chapel Crematorium in Troy, Michigan on August 8, 2016 (Monday)
at 1 PM in the presence of close relatives and friends.

Mrs Senapati, a long time resident of Detroit area, was a wonderful lady in helping the community in

every way possible. Odias of Michigan lost a great member. She left behind her 2 sons Rajesh and
Devesh who are established well with their families.
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Our deep condolences to the bereaved family and we pray for the well being of the departed soul.

Saradindu and Lata Mista shared the following in OSAnet:

We are very sorry to learn about the demise of Sworna Senapati (Kuni) on August 6. Hemanta
Babu and Kuni were known to us for a very long time. When Hemanta Babu's parents visited
them, the whole family stayed with us in our Little Neck home. That was around 1982 or 83.
Rajesh was a little boy then. All of us went together for sightseeing in New York City. We had
close association with the family. During the first OSA convention in Detroit, we had rehearsal in
their house and Kuni was as usual proved to be a great hostess. She was a charming and loving
personality and kept close contact with us even after the demise of Hemanta Babu. During the
time when Hemanta Babu was President of OSA, Kuni supported him tremendously in
discharging his duties as President. After his passing away, Kuni continued to be actively involved
in the activities of OSA as well as in community services. She was a sweet and noble person and
will be missed by all. Our heartfelt condolence to Rajesh and Devesh. May Kuni's soul rest in
peace!

B e I s
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OSA Treasurer's Report
Siddharth Behera

Last year we had a successful membership drive and our overall membership grew by 42. Over time our
membership has consistently grown and now our organization has 1278 members. From the table below
we can see our growth is mainly on the permanent Life Members.

Category July 31 July 31% May 31°* May Increase since May 31%
2014 2015 2016* 14* 2016
2017
Life Members 921 963 995 1015 20
Benefactors 42 42 42 42 0
Patron 51 51 51 51 0
5 Year Member 51 62 61 67 6
Annual Member 40 84 87 103 16
Total 1105 1202 1236 1278 42

* Doesn’t include new members registered for 2016 convention

Due to the tremendous effort from our community, chapter presidents and the convention volunteers
we have managed to reach the high in membership. We could not have reached the milestone without
their support and hard work.

Financially, we are in a much stronger position than before and mainly because of:
e Surplus money from past annual conventions,
® Increase in membership and upgrades of membership, and
e Tight control of expenses

Over the last 4 years the total balance has grown from $220,923.52 to $290,770.47. From the table
below, the big jump is in the long term investment and the expense & other funds. Previous executive
committee did a tremendous job of investing part of the money in long term investment. The money has
grown by about $22K over a span of two and half years. After a lot of effort we finally closed the 2015
convention account in Dec. of 2016 and finally published the financial details in OSAnet in April of 2017.
We are also in the final stages of closing 2016 convention account.

Category May 31* 2014 May 31% 2015 May 31* 2016 May 14" 2017
Relief Fund 7,000.00 15,598.12 16,818.12 17,598.12
Long Term 103.584.24 156,321.75 174,870.74 182,998.05
Investment*
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Expense + 110,339.28 57,554.48 72,982.57 90,174.30
other funds
Total 220,923.52 229,474.35 264,671.43 290,770.47

* Includes the total amount in TD Ameritrade and cash in Bank of America account.

In June of 2015 we opened a Savings Bank account in Bhubaneswar, Odisha. Last year we could get

online access to view the transactions associated with the account. The account is enabling people and
institutions to donate money to OSA in Indian Rupees. The money in the account can’t be repatriated to
US dollars.They can only be used for expenses in India. As we do not have an entity registered in India,

we are having hard time to file the taxes in India. Thus we haven’t paid taxes for the 2 financial years:

2015 - 2016 and 2016- 2017.The current balance of the account is:

Category June 1* 2015 - May 31 2016 June 1% 2016 - May 14" 2017
OSA Rs. 81,577.72 Rs. 832,711.99°

Previous convention Rs. 233,661.601 Rs. 0.00°

Current convention Rs. 300,000.002 Rs. 0.00*

Total

Rs. 615,239.32

Rs. 832,711.99

12015 convention
22016 convention

* Includes 2015 & 2016 money

#2017 convention

All of the achievements have been possible because of good support from our President Sushant
Satpathy, Vice President Sulochana Pattnaik and Secretary Saradakanta Panda.

Siddharth Behera

Treasurer, OSA (2015 - 2017)
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OSA USA Account Statement 9/1/2016 through 5/14/2017

Opening Balance (9/1/2016)
Checking A/C (Main)
Checking A/C (Relief Fund)

TD
Ameritrade

Total Balance (9/1/2016)

Receipts

Payments

Amount

$61,512.77
$17,110.62

$170,225.46

$248,848.85

$21,679.22

$40,302.86

$6,260.00

$4,120.00

$412.72
$15,962.44
$20,000.00
$1,000.00
$1,835.00
$500.00
$2,500.00
$1250.00
$950.00

$52.89
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Income / Expense Categories

Convention 2015 (account
settlement)

Convention 2016 (account
settlement)

Donation

Membership

Administrative

Convention 2016 (donations)
Convention 2017 (advance)
CCo-Cb

Awards

Youth Program

Cultural

Cultural

Chapters (matching funds)

PayPal Transaction Fees
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Closing Balance (5/14/2017)

Checking A/C (Main)
Checking A/C (Relief Fund)

D
Ameritrade

Convention 2017 Advance
Receivable

Total Balance (5/14/2017)

$90,174.30
$17,598.12

$172,748.05

$20,000.00

$300,520.47

OSA India Account Statement 9/1/2016 through 5/14/2017

Opening Balance (9/1/2016)

Syndicate Bank

Total Balance (9/1/2016)

Receipts

Payments

Closing Balance (5/31/2016)

Syndicate Bank

Total Balance (5/31/2016)

Amount

Rs.1,132,950.94

Rs.1,132,950.94

Rs.26,217.05
Rs.0.00

Rs.0.00

Rs.126,456.00

Rs.0.00

Rs.200,000.00

Rs.832,711.99

Rs.832,711.99
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Income / Expense Categories

OSA
Convention 2015

Convention 2016

OSA

Convention 2015

Convention 2016

URMI - OSA Souvenir 2017



OSA Welcomes New Members
(June 1st 2016 - May 31st 2017)

New Life Members

Dinesh Rout

Debashis Das

Sunil Kumar

Soumendra Samal
Subhasish Panda (upgrade)
Kuldip Mohapatra
Nilasundar Jena

Basant Padhi

Tapak K Jena (upgrade)
Ardhendu Sarangi (upgrade)

Shankar Baral
Bijay Das

Dilli Kara

Jyoti Biswal
Sanjeev Roy
Barun Patnayak
Subhasish Parida
Debabrat Nayak
Malaya Mohanty
Rakesh Babu
Pradeep Das
Tapas Kumar Jena
Chandrika Kanungo

Welcome OSA Officials (2017-2019)

Rashmi R Sarangi (upgrade)
Prasant Mohanty
Pruthwiraj Pradhan
Biswajit Das

Sujit Mallik

Minerva Mishra

Pratik Srivastava

Sanjeeb Swain

Bibhudatta Dash

Nilanjana Misra

New 5 year members

Purna Mahapatra
Debajit Mishra
Pranaya Mishra
Tushar Misra
Ashok Padhy
Aparajit Panda
Subhasish Panda
Bichitra Pattanayak
Sambit Pradhan
Parthasarathi Roy
Hemanta Sinha
Sujata Mohanty

LRt

President: Lalatendu Mohanty ; Vice President: Susil Panda; Secretary: Amar Senapati, Treasurer: Sachi Pati
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OSA Regional Drama Festival, Status 2017: An Update

Sandip K. Dasverma, Chair RDF, National Coordination committee, OSA

Epilogue:
Started in 2009, the RDF (Reginal Drama Festival ) is going to be a decade old in 2018.

During Dallas convention of 2011, RDF coordination committee Chair Brajendra Panda
presented a Power Point presentation on RDF at the seminar. To our amazement and elation, Chief
Guest for the Dallas Convention, Satyananda Mishra, the then Chief Information Commissioner of India,
came up to me and told, “We are unable to present Odia drama in even Metropolitan cities of India,
how come you have presented more than 30 Odia dramas all over America?” The number is now
incidentally more than 80.

Saroj Behera, a past President of OSA and a good friend of mine, came up to me and said,
“Sandip babu what you (RDF coordinators) have done is an admirable job. Please keep it up." Next
morning, he made this commitment of his support to Kuku Das (the-then OSA Vice President and now
CA Chapter President) in my presence. In 2013 the 1st California RDF happened, where Kuku played a
significant part. It was repeated this year (2017) in North California. For the 1st time a team from
Portland, Oregon, travelled more than 700 miles to present its drama to Californians.

History:

In July 2007, after Detroit convention, we stayed at Dr. SriGopal Mohanty’s home on our way to
Niagra Falls. The RDF idea was then on my mind and | discussed it with him. He liked the idea.
Subsequently, an OSA’s office came my way - unexpectedly. | had a chance to give shape to my dream
project. SriGopal babu promised to coordinate it after completion of Toronto convention. The rest as
they say, is history.

OSA RDF will complete 9 years in 2017, and will be a decade old in 2018. RDF was introduced in
2008, when the author was elected to OSA National Executive, 2007-2009. The first RDF was staged in
the year 2009 in Denton, TX on April 4, 2009 by DFW Orissa Society, a part of OSA South West Chapter.
It was titled Southern Regional Drama Festival. As per an OSA national executive resolution, in 2008,
SriGopal Mohanty was appointed as the Coordinator to organize RDF in different regions of North
America.

In 2010 at Dr. Mohanty’s initiative, a three-member Coordination Committee was formed
consisting of Sri Gopal Mohanty, me (Sandip K. Dasverma) and Dr. Brajendra Panda(Chair). This was
confirmed by a resolution of OSA General Body Meeting at Dallas Convention, 2011. At the end of 2011,
Sri Gopal Mohanty withdrew from the Committee but remained an active advisor/ promoter of RDF. In
2012, Brajendra Panda also retired from the team. In Seattle convention, Priyadarshi Dash and
Priyaranjan Mohapatra were nominated to the drama Coordination Committee with me as the Chair.
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This committee was further expanded in 2014 to have 5 coordinators. Birendra Jena (North
East), Leena Mishra (East), Gayatri Joshi (Pacific West), Tapas Sahoo (South Central) and Sandip K.
Dasverma (Chair). It was decided that coordinators will put their effort in their respective zones.

Over the years, four flexible regions have been identified: Eastern, Northern/ North Eastern,
Central/ Northern (Chicago) and Southwestern (Texas & AK). There have always been attempts to cover
other areas. In 2013 it was expanded to Western USA; Pacific South Western RDF was held at
Woodside, CA. It was repeated in 2017 on March 26. This year, attempts are being made to have RDF in
Seattle.

We need some bold steps to take RDF forward in its decennial year. Getting two expert
dramatists from Odisha and holding camps in all five regions is being considered. A budget of $5,000 to
$7,000 will be necessary, in addition to hosting of the expert dramatists by local Odias. The idea is still
on the anvil. Coincidentally, the new OSA President is an avid drama lover and actor.

Concept:
The original concept of Regional Drama Festival was:

1. To revive the community contact via visiting families from outside the area and staying with host
families of the visited area, like early OSA convention days.

2. To hold low-cost regional gatherings akin to mini-OSA convention gatherings to enhance lasting
camaraderie among members and friendship among kids, in different neighboring states & chapters, in
all the regions of USA.

3. To develop inherent and latent drama & language skills (acting, script writing, prop preparation,
music etc.) in a region, among immigrant Odia communities.

4. To promote leadership growth via organizing multi-chapter events.

Subsequently, from experience we have added another two goals:
5. To encourage participation of kids to expose them to Odia language and culture. [In 2013, it
finally took off with three childrens' dramas presented in RDF. More have since been presented
and enjoyed by the community members. Enthusiasm of the kids & their parents have been
phenomenal. Ask Swapnalata Rath (Ml) or Prativa Sahoo (NE) or Tapas Sahu (Dallas) to share
their experience.]
6. To ensure that the visiting teams are offered some program time for kids, if desired. The
visiting kids may be integrated with locals to have a wholesome experience.

In summary, the objective of RDF is to develop a closer relation among communities of people
from Odisha residing in various regions of North America (USA & Canada), through a festival with a
special focus on drama.

Highlights & status:

RDF has completed 8 years and is in its ninth year. RDF is on the verge of a takeoff with 80 Odia
dramas already staged in various regions of USA & Canada, up to the end of April 2017. In 2017 one RDF
has been staged in Woodside CA, with St. Helens (Oregon Chapter) participating and staging Gogol’s
classic Inspector General, translated and scripted in Odia by Rajashree Kanungo. In the adult drama
titled “Agyan Hajur”, many kids participated. For the 1st time, a team from Portland Oregon, led by
Seema Choudhury & Rajashree Kanungo with 22 adults & kids, travelled more than 700 miles to present
their drama at California RDF, which is a “RECORD”.

Classic “Chha Mana Atha Gunth” of Byasakabi Fakir Mohan Senapati, dramatized by SriGopal
Mohanty was staged by California chapter’s team. Led by Priyadarshi Dash it was a super rendition.
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Another was organized on May 6, 2017 by NJ Chapter, in which 3 teams from NJ, Connecticut &
Washington DC participated. Children participation is also increasing.

Three more RDFs are scheduled this year at Toronto, CA, Seattle, WA & Austin, TX. Dates are
expected to be in October. Seattle RDF organizers have already rented the facility. Austin RDF is
scheduled on October 28th. OSA National has budgeted money for five festivals this year.

The real miracle so far was the participation of 29 kids from Dallas in the kids drama “Mauna
Sila” at the Austin Festival in 2014. This is a sweet memory as a second festival at Austin is in the offing.

My special thanks to Sumitra Padhi & Gyan Patnaik, who are the initiators of Children drama
idea in 2009 through Toronto RDF & Chicago RDF, respectively. So far, we have staged 15 or so kids’
dramas, as follows.

Sakhi GopALa - 6th RDF, Toronto kids, Toronto, May 15, 2010
Ayee Dhoom Diwali - 7th RDF, Chicago kids, Naperville, Nov 6, 2010
Bhasmasura - 10th RDF, Chicago kids, Naperville, Nov 5, 2011
Bandhu Mohanty, 11th RDF, DFW kids, Denton, TX, April 19th, 2012
Mauna Shila, 15 th RDF, Dallas kids, Austin, September 14, 2013
Mithai Sabha, 15th RDF, Austin kids, Austin, September 14, 2013
Jai Jagannath, 16th RDF, MA kids, Chelmsford, MA, September 14, 2013
Satyara Jai, 17th RDF, Detroit kids, Flint, MI, April 12, 2014

9. Ame Sabu Kool, 18th RDF, WDC, May 17th, 2014
(List is incomplete)

PNV A WNE

We are also eagerly eyeing Atlanta, GA & Florida and surrounding areas in the South-East Coast.
It is hoped that a RDF will be held soon in the Atlantic South-Eastern region at Charlotte, NC.
Coordinator Leena Mishra, WA is in charge. Ms. Ullasini Sahu, is a great enthusiast from the area, whose
effusive enthusiasm is infectious. With election of OSA VP and Treasurer from the region, RDF should
happen there soon.

The overall experience indicates that RDF has become part of the host Chapter’s activities, and
is making them financially viable by attracting a larger audience. The initial reluctance to holding RDF
due to financial burden is waning and community members in various regions are getting interested and
enthused. Members newly initiated into drama seem to enjoy the freshness and novelty of the drama
world. In due course, families in the participating Chapters are developing rapport among themselves.
The expected interest that RDF was expected to generate in OSA are already surfacing.

Benefits accrued:

1. An Odiadrama Yahoogroup (odiadramagroup@yahoogroups.com) has been operating for years now,
connecting the Odia drama enthusiasts all over North America. On its site, a number of Odia drama
scripts are stored for use. It is a discussion group to monitor, assess RDF and to bring ideas for the
future to the fore. Additionally, now WhatsApp groups are being formed for each RDF & also a OSA
National RDF group has been found for quick communication.

2. Afew Odia drama playwrights have emerged in NA, often depicting the American experience. Sri
Gagan Panigrahi of Toronto, Manoj Mohapatra and Salil Mishra of Chicago, Birendra Jena & Basanta
Mohapatra of Cleveland, Swapnalata Rath (Mishra) of MI., Prativa Sahoo, to mention a few. Dr.
Birendra Jena has already published a collection of his plays, into a book — “Dura Pahada O Anyanya
Nataka”. Dr. Jena acknowledges in his Book’s foreword that his difficulty in finding scripts to take part
in RDF, led him to pen them.
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3. The OSA Conventions rotate from city to city of different zones and are held in hotels, which makes it
expensive to attend. Therefore, many cannot attend the conventions on a regular basis. RDF plays a
complementary role to fill the vacuum and provides opportunities to interact with other community
members in a region and to participate in cultural activities. As a positive consequence, new community
leaders are sprouting.

4. The interaction among people living in the neighboring states/ region during RDF is creating release
of positive energy, initiatives and communication, which leads to various other initiatives.

Lessons Learned:

1. Itis very difficult to rehearse a drama when the participants live more than 30 minutes of driving
time apart. Some have found innovative paths like participating remotely via conference calls/skype
during rehearsals. The rewards of rehearsing in person is still far superior. So, to have the drama team in
one city or within half hour of driving distance seems to be a relevant constraint. Therefore, some are
even thinking of forming area (city) based teams.

2. The experience of people staying overnight with local families is way richer than the case when they
come and go back the same day. The bonds developed with even one overnight hosting is found to be
long lasting.

3. All festivals should have children participation to keep the kids excited, involved and to be part of
parent’s cultural life and milieu.

4. The drama festivals can’t be held in cities, where population of Odia families is 50 or less because of
shortage of audience. Most halls have a capacity of 200 or more. Cost is of course an additional
constraint as of now. This experience has been overcome in Austin, TX few years ago in 2013. This was
possible when 29 kids (aged 5 to 15 years) participated in a children drama and brought in their parents
with them. A bus was rented and the families and kids went to the drama in a festive mood. But so far
this has been an exception rather than a routine occurrence. Other communities should try this
successful experiment.

5. The RDFs in North/North East should be held on or before October 15. This will help avoid snow
storms, which are now regular threats in winter. Two festivals scheduled in November have already
suffered for this reason as in the past in the 9th RDF, the Eastern RDF in 2011 (NJ) & again in the 13th
RDF due to the ‘Sandy’ cyclone in 2012 (Washington DC). By changing the RDF time based on these
experiences, we can overcome weather related hazards & challenges.

A few issues:

Two issues are coming up which need to be addressed by the OSA BOG for sustainability of RDF.
1. Cooperation and commitment of Chapter Presidents to RDF
2. Financial grant from OSA National to its Chapters for conducting RDF and making them
viable.

1. Cooperation and Commitment of Chapter Presidents for RDF
The core of RDF success is in the hands of the OSA Chapter Presidents. Without their complete

cooperation, effort & support, RDF would not have come this far.
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They are the key figures in the OSA organization and should be credited overwhelmingly for the

success of RDFs, which they have organized.

We urge that the elected chapter officials consider making RDF a regular Chapter activity just

like Kumar Purnima, Saraswati Puja etc. From our national coordination experience, we have found that
the following steps will be most helpful and should be taken for RDFs’ smooth operation and their
eventual success:

Each Chapter President should select a RDF coordinator, who is enthusiastic and proactive,
early.

Before beginning of each year, the chapter coordinators decide a mutually convenient date,
location & host city and chapter.

The reservation of a hall should be made in time, preferably six months in advance so that it is
easy to get a good but reasonably priced hall (rents vary widely). It also gives enough time to
out-of-town teams to prepare. Hold it (i) between February -May for the Spring RDF, which was
originally conceived to sync with Odisha Day (April 1st). (ii) October 15th for Fall RDF.

Allow sufficient practice time and patience to encourage new participants to join, who are
necessary for sustenance of RDF in the future.

Make sure that a kids’ Drama team is organized for the chapter and all 5 to 15 year old kids are
given an opportunity, to participate.

2. Financial grant from OSA National to Chapters for RDF and its viability:

The finances are a matter of concern for some small chapters. So far, the festivals are being
organized by the Chapters along with one of their regular programs — thus the costs (52000 on
an average) are absorbed by the local Chapters, with the $800 grant from OSA National.
Possible solutions:

o It will be a good idea if OSA raises the grant amount to $1000 by raising special funds in
the future.

o RDF can be financed by naming it after a deceased OSA member in his memory by his
friends & family. e.g. “XXX” Memorial RDF. Idea was originally proposed by Dr. Amar
Pani, TN.

o Chapters can sell Ad-spaces in their brochures & raise donations from the local
enthusiasts for the remaining amount.

o To reduce cost, attempts should be made to have a general insurance by the OSA
National each year, so that each chapter does not have to buy a separate insurance
coverage for the hall. The OSA President & the RDF-organizing Chapter President can co-
ordinate to reduce the cost significantly.

o Sync other children activities like Odia spelling Bee, Science Talent Test, Odishi Song
Competition, etc..

OSA grants are a way of encouraging events which will expose new immigrants/ students to OSA
activities, similar to conventions. So, this is expected to be a productive investment. Recruiting
new Life members should be thus integral part of RDFs. The OSA national executives have, in the
past, indicated that they would like to have around five new Life / Five year members at each
festival, which is a fair expectation.

A future goal for RDF should be to make them self-sustaining via Ads, donations and
sponsorship.

Recommendations:
1. If you are a small-town resident, with only a few other Odia families around, you should visit the
nearest RDF first as visitor/audience. Then you can form your own drama team from among Odias on
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your town. RDF is open to all, (OSA members & non-members alike). Odia script will be available to you,
via Odiadramagroup@Yahoogroups.com.

2. When a few of your friends like to stage a drama, ask for help to get a script (with number of
available female & male actors), dress (e.g. an Odia constable uniform) or sound (a typical cycle rickshaw
honking in Cuttack street), are only a phone call or email away. Information is available with the
experienced group members, who eagerly share their expertise. Contact them via
odiadramagroup@yahoogroups.com, or me to access resources, to seek help or to share problems.

3. From experience, it is found that if the wireless mics are of good quality and numbers are adequate
(about eight), lots of problems just go away. So, recommendation is to upgrade your mic quality &
guantity for a smooth festival. This was a major problem in California 2017 RDF at Woodland, CA for the
Portland team.

4. We have recently developed a FAQ about the RDF (reference 3 below).

Ref:

1. OSA Regional Drama Festival - a Recap of 4 years By Sandip K. Dasverma
(http://www.orissasociety.org/wp-content/uploads/2013/06/UtkarsaJune2013.pdf) Page 41 & 46.

2. A List of Dramas presented in RDFs since 2009 - as updated till April 2014
https://docs.google.com/spreadsheet/ccc?key=0AIB9aioOwP9idFFST2ZrRWM2TGszNXFpNVFNWVZFLXc
&usp=drive web#gid=0

3. RDF - FAQ:
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1N9XJveOfNtntrSI38hZcFDCqUYF1WH38BtyAJOylmHw/edit

4. State of OSA Regional Drama Festival in 2014: A Report:
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1z06X2ea5n_03MxnCbm2Qh_EhNINBjD3hEuVLsjOq7G4/edit
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Odisha Dibasa Celebration and Odia Drama Festival in Bay Area,
California —March 26th, 2017

Kuku Das

The Odias of Bay Area, California, celebrated the Odisha Dibasa and Odia
Drama Festival on March 26th, 2017, under the leadership of iGurukul
organization at Woodside High School Performing Arts Center, Woodside,
California. OSA (The Odisha Society of The Americas) has co-sponsored the
event. This celebration was attended in very large number by local Odia
community members. A decoration embodied with colorful Odia artifacts
transformed the place to a mini Odisha. A variety of handicrafts, tarakasi work,
pattachitra, sarees and other famous workmanship from Odisha were
displayed with traditional decoration.
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The multi ethnic cultural extravaganza which was organized by the iGurukul S //
Foundation showcased classical, folk, drama and traditional art forms of
different countries around the world. This year, on the occasion of Odisha Day, the Odia community had
the opportunity to celebrate the beautiful culture, heritage and language of the state of Odisha. The
event was a collage of cultural program and Odia Drama Festival. An Odia Food Festival marked the
celebration. For the first time, a drama team from OSA Portland Chapter had come all the way to
participate in this program. This was the longest drive for a team to travel this far in the history of OSA
Regional Drama Festival! The Bay Area drama team presented a masterpiece “Chha Maana, Aatha
Gunth”

The audience was mesmerized by the beautiful execution of the individual characters in this play.
Following are the remarks by few spectators:

Shamuka Rath on Chha maan aatha gunth....

The team brought up a brilliant performance and made the Odia epic alive again. The actors seemed
passionate about acting and did their best and engaged the audience. We felt like we were taken back in
time to 19th century rural Odisha. Personally | felt the drama act was so soothing and emotional.

| congratulate all the actors, directors and the whole crew who made this a success. Waiting to witness
more such drama performances .

Pratibha Mallik:

| had watched "Chaa Maan Atha Gunth" play on stage performed by all Odia artists like Priyadarshi
Dash, Japani Dash etc. who were brilliant in the play. The Overall play was well directed and performed
well by all artists. Looking forward to see more interesting play like "Chha Maan Atha Gunth".

Mt. Hood Chapter ( PDX Odias) presented the play "Agyan Hajur", a contemporary political drama based
on corruption, the ever popular evil in our societal existence.

The celebration started with the lighting of the lamp for the Lord of the Universe, Lord Jagannatha, by
the chief guest Mr. K. Venkata Ramana (Consul, India's Community Affairs, Information and Culture). He
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spoke about his memories of Odisha, the significance of Odisha and its people, in India, California and
the World. Among other guests that were present included the Cupertino city mayor Savitha
Vaidyanathan, Rishi Kumar from Saratoga City Council, Dr. Surya and Anjalika Pattanaik. OSA Regional
Drama Festival Chair Sandip Dasverma had given a glimpse on the history of the drama festival. A mural
of Odissi and folk dance was performed by the iGurukul students. The Food Festival coordinated by the
community volunteers included Odia breakfast, dessert, savory, snacks, and ‘pitha-paNa’

It was a memorable event where many Odias of Bay Area, California and Portland came forward to
reunite, enjoy togetherness and relish traditional dishes of Odisha.

Kuku Das
OSA, California

205 URMI - OSA Souvenir 2017



OSA New York / New Jersey Chapter Events
Sridhar Rana and Hemant Pradhan

OSA NY/NJ Youth Mentorship Event:

OSA NY/NJ started the 2017 events with the Annual Youth Mentorship Event on 2m January at
the STEAM Studio Works at the Forrestal Village, Princeton, NJ. More than 30 kids from the Middle
School and up had joined the event.

The kids participated in toy car racing, tower building activities. The right side picture shows the
cars built by the children. Many fresh college entrants shared their experiences of the college
application process like test preparation, essay writing, volunteering etc. and the importance of being
involved in the community activities in shaping someone’s personal as well as professional life. It was a
fun filled few hours event for the kids to enhance the bonding among the community kids. OSA NY/NJ
community thanks the participants and volunteers for their participation and Somna Pati and Aanji Pati
for organizing the event. Also our special thanks goes to STEM Works Studio for providing the facility.

Maa Saraswati Puja

Maa Saraswati Puja was celebrated on February
5, 2017 at the Balaji Temple Auditorium in
Bridgewater, NJ. We crossed the previous year's
participation count by huge number with around
85 families (more than 300 members) joining the
event. OSA NY/NJ community extended warm
welcome to all the new members who joined the
local OSA event for the first time.

Many devotional songs were recited by the kids. Many kids participated in the devotional dance
programs. Kids also participated in the Poster Competition on famous Odia Literary Personalities which
was organized to promote the knowledge of Odisha and Odia among the kids. There was Khadichhuan
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(Shikshya Anukula) program of introducing the kids to their ritualistic beginning of studies with divine
blessings.

Volunteers supported during the event as well as pre and post event stages like planning, procurement,
decoration, bhoga preparation, stage setup, registration, puja and pushpanjali coordination, tea
preparation, bhoga distribution, photography, lunch picking, setup, serving and cleaning.
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Maher was the stahwart who had the couraga to start @
in

movement spoarheaded by Fakir Mohan Senapati,
Radhanath Ray, Moghusudan Das and others

Some of hs best lite
Ve few people knew that Gamgadhar Meher's schasis Badha, Indumati,
merely in Sth grade. o B

Mindi used t be hold him in great respect.

"as 25 attractive and beautitul as his pootry. e was o Judicial

[those who do not respect and fove their own mother fongue
shourd. considerod loarned and wise]

majostic portrayal of naturo, Moher's genius is
best brought aut in his paems

Amruta Sagar Bindu

Basanta Bija
Bishwa Dekha Modhumaya
Mangale Aila Usha { from TAPASWINI )

c By: Tejas P
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OSA NY/NJ Professional /Technical Development Forum

Our local Chapter had organized a Half Day Workshop on Mar 05 on Agile Project Management
Methodologies as continuation of our forum on Professional / Technical Development to ignite
discussions among the community members on current topics in the professional world. Around 30
participants had joined the discussion which was very ably led by our Community Volunteer Nila Sundar
Jena. The Community thanks our Volunteers Sarang Mahatwo and Naresh Dalua for providing the

support and the logistics for the event.

Naatya Mela (Eastern Regional Drama Festival)
Regional Drama Festival was held in Wayne Gandhi Temple - drama performance, songs above
all Pitha made the event wonderful.
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(Varieties of authentic Odia Pitha prepared by Ladies Volunteers)
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(A still from the drama presented by the Connecticut Odias of New England Chapter)
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(Karaoke Music by the Local Talents)

Washington DC, Connecticut and New
Jersey Chapters presented original Odia
dramas on May 6th afternoon. Boston
Chapter represented with full heart and
mind. Many singers sang classic Odia songs
and threw in few classic Hindi songs to
make the event lively.

Many ladies took the Pitha challenge called
by Mr. Lalatendu Mohanty. Many varieties

of Pitha were served. Oh boy, it was
nostalgic, especially reminded us of Raja festival. Thanks to all the participants and the audience for
spending the afternoon to present and enjoy the event.

This event was a great success and demonstrated cooperation, collaboration and commitment of the
community members for the Odia culture.

Kids Volunteering Program

The Chapter organizes the
volunteering event for the kids
every 3" Saturday of the month to
foster the volunteering spirit
among the kids (middle schooler
onwards). The kids have been
going a Community Food Bank at
Hillsdale, NJ. This initiative is being
led by the Youth Volunteer Aman
Mohapatra.
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OSA South East
Shankar Baral

OSA-SE group primarily encompasses the Odias primarily in North Carolina and South Carolina.
Historically (early 1980) there were few Odias(about 10 families) living in Charlotte, Raleigh and in South
Carolina. In last 10 years, we have noticed inflow of Odia families from other parts of the country and
from Odisha as students or on job. The community has several active members, who help the
community live like an extended family. As of today, to our record we have about 50-60 permanent
members and about 80 members in the process of settling down.

In the OSA fiscal year that started from July 2016, our chapter observed(or planning to observe)
following events.

Kumar Purnami
Description — Celebrating annual Kumar Purnami festival, get together and cultural activities. About 60
families participated the event.

Place, Time and Date — Charlotte, December 8th, 2016
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Saraswati Puja
Saraswati Puja is celebrated in the January/February. People from all over NC and SC gather and
celebrate Puja. OSA-SE RTP and Charlotte combinedly celebrates Saraswati puja every year.

Saraswati Puja 2017: Place, Time and Date — Greensboro, Feb 15th, 2017

Beach festival

Description — This is an annual get together where OSA-SE members from RTP and Charlotte meet and
greet each other following by an authentic pakahala party. Kids get an opportunity to be part odiya
culture.

Beach Festival 2017: Place, Time and Date — Sunset Beach , May 26th 2017

Achievements
OSA-SE is proud to announce graduation of Ayesha Kar, Daughter of Mahendra Kar and Ullasini Sahoo.
Ayesha graduated from Miami university and will be pursuing her medical study at Virginia tech.

Prana Pratistha @ RTP
Odia members at RTP took the pride for “Prana

Pritastha” of Sri Jagannatha, Balabhadra and

) About us
Subhadra in year 2016 at HSNC.

OSA SE has a face book page -

First Monthly Puja @ Charlotte https://www.facebook.com/groups/osase/
Members at Charlotte started their first Shree Charlotte Odia face book page -
Jagannath monthly puja at Hindu center in Feb https://www.facebook.com/groups/CharlotteOdia/
2017.

OSA SE Office bearers

AN \WW)‘?’(,"‘E:P! (" ‘I’:é:' - (] 1
p %‘Wé@é‘ = @3" @Y %{ gt Shankar Baral(President) : presidentosase@gmail.com

Amitabh Misro(Vice President) :
vicepresidentosase@gmail.com
Tarini Dash(Secretery) : secretaryosase@gmail.com
Prabir Ranjan Khuntia : treasurerosase@gmail.com
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OSA-Ohio Chapter Report
Dr. Anil Patnaik, Chapter President

Utkal Divas at Columbus
On Apr. 16, 2016, we
celebrated the 50" Utkal Divas as
Ohio-Odia family, which turned
out to be a very memorable event.
Attached are a few pictures from
the event. All of the parents and
kids had wonderful time. You can
see more pictures at our Facebook
page as given at the end of the
report. Thanks to OSA for being a
sponsor of this event.
Nazia-Kabu Night at Cincinnati

=

Picnic at Cincinnati

On August 20, 2016 we met for a
picnic at Symmes Township Park. The
event was fun filled from all of the
aspects such as food, games, dance and

On July 15, 2016 we experienced one of the most
wonderful, magical and mesmerizing musical concert with our
own Odia classical singer Nazia Alam (daughter of Sri Sikandar
Alam) and the mystical tablist Prem Sankar (Kabu). Their
performances ranged from odia bhajans, odia movie songs
(such as "sapana ra saathe saathe.."), gazals, hindi oldies and
even new hindi songs. It felt like almost 3 and half hours
passed in no time and everyone had their “dil maange more”
moments... It felt really proud to have such talented Odia
singer and tablist visit our Ohio-Odia family here.

music. The outdoor grills and the rain-forced spontaneous dance made it memorable.
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*We routinely update our Ohio Chapter event details, reports, news and activities in our
Facebook page at: https://www.facebook.com/Ohio.Odias/

Please visit the page and Like to get updates. Please note that other than these chapter-level
reported events, the three city centers (Cleveland, Columbus, Cincinnati) celebrate several local
events year around—_please feel free to contact from the above Facebook page.

Regional Drama Festival (RDF) & Kumar Purnima at Cleveland
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We celebrated the RDF of the northern region on Oct. 1, 2016 at Glenwood Intermediate School
Auditorium at Canton, OH. It was a huge success with four dramas, about 15 families visiting us from
four neighboring chapters, 50+ family participation, and fun-filled drama and cultural programs. Each of
the drama were special in its own kind. We are very thankful to the visiting teams from other chapters,
which made all the difference. Also, after the RDF there was a Mehfil where musical artists from other
chapters and Ohio entertained the participants. Thanks to OSA for being a sponsor and thanks also to
OSA President Sushant bhai to kindly join this event. A few pictures of the dramas are shown below.

Utkal Divas and Youth Mentoring Conference at Cincinnati

On April 2" 2017, we celebrated Utkal Divas and Youth mentoring conference. What a
wonderful day to be with the purest amongst humans — the kids/youths — and celebrating Ohio-Odia
Utkal Divas... Our celebration was in news at Kanak TV:
https://www.facebook.com/KanakNews/videos/1476563315708545/?hc_ref=PAGES TIMELINE
And more pictures at: https://goo.gl/photos/qr7vcfiKBdopSLED7

aee G90 | gD GSZIQ R2IG 9968
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OSA Rocky Mountain Chapter
Suvendu Samal & Samrat Mohanty

Rocky Mountain Chapt

We are pleased to report that the OSA-Rocky Mountain Chapter (OSARM) has galloped along
its upward trajectory over the past year. The chapter has welcomed ten new families into the fold,
who have enthusiastically participated in all community activities. The management responsibilities
of the chapter has changed hands. Several events have been hosted and coordinated by the chapter
and its members, brief summaries of which follow.

Members of OSARM participated in three outdoor picnics in 2016, enjoying the brief
summer of Denver. In keeping with our cultural roots, several ethnic festivals were celebrated by
members. Janmashtami was celebrated in association with the Denver ISKCON temple, where
member devotees made offerings and a few devotional song/dances were performed. Diwali was
celebrated in a local club, where the community kids joyously set the night air ablaze with firecrackers.
In addition, annual Ganesh and Saraswati Puja celebrations were hosted by individuals, who were
fantastically supported by other OSARM members.

Scenes from Cultural Program, Jagannath Bandan (Left), Odia Skit (Right)

In continuation with our tradition of the preceding years, the cohesion between the family members of
OSARM and their camaraderie with other communities allowed us successfully execute the third annual
cultural program in a row. The cultural event had participation from talents from within the Odia
community and the larger Indian community in the Denver metro area. Participants of all ages
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demonstrated their skills in various classical dance/music, modern dance/songs, fusion art elements,
two Odia skits and a fashion show, in front of an audience of two hundred. The highlight of the
cultural event was a keynote video speech delivered by eminent writer Prof. Manoj Das
(http://y2u.be/f1ejG46tgY8). The show also featured a special video speech by the visionary
technologist Mr. Sam Pitroda. The quality and tenor of the overall event has been judged by all
comers to be the best OSARM has produced over the last three years.

Charity Event Standupforkids

In the fall of 2016, OSARM members hosted a dinner drive for homeless and underprivileged
kids in Denver, in association with the local charity organization Standupforkids. All families cooked
and fed approximately hundred kids on a Sunday evening. More heartening, several small kids of
the community displayed their altruism with great zeal in company of the adults. Lastly, Utkal
Dibas was celebrated by the community members on April 1, 2017, where a small performance was
held to the tunes of Bande Utkal Janani.

In closing, it has been exciting and vibrant times at the OSARM, and we are aiming to shine
brighter in the future.
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OSA DC Chapter Report
Anjana Chowdhury, Chapter President

Washington DC chapter's first event in OSA fiscal year 2016-2017 was Ganesh Puja. Ganesh Puja was
held at Virginia Manor Club House on September 10, 2016. Puja was performed by Pratap Dash. Many
small children had "Khadi Chhuan" during the puja event.

Kumar Purnami was celebrated at Jewish Community Center on October 15, 2016. Many families
participated and enjoyed the program as well as the hospitality provided by the chapter officials Bimal
Mishra, Bidya Parhi, Snigdha Hota and Subrat Rout.
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Washington DC chapter election was held and the new team consisting of Anjana Chowdhury (President),
Ipsha Rout (Vice President), Geeta Mohanty (Secretary), Alok Mohanty (Treasurer) and Debanjan Chowdhury (Web
Master) took charge of the chapter from November 2016.

Following reports about Saraswati Puja and the Champu, Chhanda, Odissi competition are shared by
Ajitesh Ojha.

Odishi Chhanda Champu Compitition 2017

Our OSA community is devoted to our classical singing. On February 4th, 2017, a large amount of the
OSA community gathered at Pyle Thomas W. Middle School to acknowledge the children who have a
great love and interest towards singing. The children who have showed a passion towards our Chhandra
Champu Singing had an opportunity to enter the Chhanda Champu contest. Many children entered the
contest. All of the participants were sorted into two groups—junior or senior.

Our junior children consisted of those ages, ten years or younger, and our senior children consisted of
children of those ages eleven and up.

The children sang beautiful songs, and were awarded twenty dollars each. After having
snacks, the singers were each presented with their twenty dollars, and the winners were
called.

Our junior third place participant was Our senior third place participant was Spandan
Swaroop Panda. Das
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Our junior second place participant was Our senior second place participant was a

Shubam Dash tie between Debanshi Chowdhry and
Suchismita Ojha

Our junior first place participant was Ajeetesh Our senior first place participant was Sulagna
Ojha Dash.

We hope that the children who show great interest towards singing continue practicing everyday.
Everybody did a terrific job, and congratulations to all!

Saraswati Puja

On February 4th, 2017, a large number of the OSA community members gathered at Pyle Thomas W.
Middle School to worship Maa Saraswati. Maa Saraswati is the goddess of knowledge, music, arts,
wisdom, and learning. Therefore, it is important that she is worshiped and respected on a daily basis so

1

that a devotee can get her blessings to do better in learning.

Priest Pratap Dash performed the puja and encouraged the children to follow along. He asked the
children questions during the puja, to see what they knew and explained every step of worshipping Maa
Saraswati.
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All children had individual plates with
pictures of Maa Saraswati, flower petals,
haldhi, raisins, and water. Thanks to our
volunteers, we were able to have enough
items for the children’s plates. As a result,
the children could follow along with the
ritual.

Followed by the Aarati, was the Pushpanijali. The children chanted shlokas from the Saraswati Bandana,
and after each shloka was done, we would offer the flowers to Maa Saraswati.

After finishing the Maa Saraswati puja, the adults and children broke into groups, helped clean up, and
ate Prasad and food. Our wonderful OSA community has gone so far to make this puja a success. This
puja was certainly a day to remember and everyone had a good time.

Raja Picnic in Wheaton Regional Park:

OSA Washington DC had its annual Raja Picnic on June 17 in
Wheaton
Regional Park.
Many families
gathered to
have good food,
fun and

friendship. Children had the face painting and adults
had the tea. It was a fun day. Fathers gathered to cut
the cake for upcoming father's day next day.
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OSA Members in News: Shraddhananda (Dan) Mishra

Longtime OSA Member, Mr. Shradhananda (Dan) Mishra has recently made a landmark donation of
Canadian 5 million dollars to the Royal Ontario Museum (ROM)'s South Asian Arts Centre. ROM
organized a special event to recognize Dan Mishra for his philanthropy and generosity.

Odias of Canada organized a special event to celebrate the Philanthropy of Mr. Shraddananda (Dan)
Mishra. Several members spoke highly about Dan Mishra's longtime ritual of generous giving for various
causes of the society, for cultural preservation to supporting super-cyclone victims.

Congratulations to Shraddhananda (Dan) Mishra for making all OSA members proud. Following message
about him appeared in ROM's webpage.

For more than 30 years, Dan Mishra has built successful companies that help North America's
leading public and private sector companies achieve their most important business goals. As
CEO, Dan has been the driving force behind CSDC Systems, propelling the North-America-based
company to become a recognized leader of a world-class software platform (AMANDA), that
help governments engage their citizens.

In addition to establishing a thriving international company, Dan's accomplishments include:
introducing Smart Governance Systems to emerging countries in Asia and Africa, establishing a
Young Entrepreneur Award for aspiring young students, investing in businesses led by young
entrepreneurs, speaking and teaching management skills to business people.

Because of his passion and foresight, Dan is regarded by leaders in the public and private sectors

as an approachable visionary and successful entrepreneur. Dan is a philanthropist as well as a
Kriya Yoga Master.
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OSA Members in News: Akshay Parija

OSA Benefactor Akshay Kumar Parija who was awarded with Member Achiever Award at OSA, San
Francisco 2011, for the 56" National Film Award for his path breaking Film Jiaanta Bhoot (The Living
Ghost) has repeated the feat again in 2017 having won the 64" National Film Award for his new film
“Kadvihawa“ conferred by the President of India, Shri Pranab Mukharjee on May 3", 2017.

When contacted to pen down his experience with this repeated honour, Shri Parija wrote:

We have a old saying in Odisha “ Jala Gahale Shrusti Nasha
,Jala Bihune Shrusti Nasha”.Too much water is dangerous
and too little also is dangerous. As the World is going
through a very sensitive phenomenon of Global Warming
and Climatic Change it was a social responsibility to create
the awareness in the world about imminent danger of
such circumstances.

In Odisha which saw cyclones once in ten or fifteen years in

seventies to until early 2005 is witnessing the danger more
than once every year. Unseasonal rain comes heavily since last many years around harvest season
resulting in heavy damages to the crop. We see viral fevers round the year or for that matter many
unusual diseases like bird flu, swine flu etc unheard of a decade back.

Kadvihawa is made in Hindi with intention to reach a larger global audience. The story was conceived by
Padmashree Awardee Nila Madhab Panda and the film is also directed by him to get perfection.

Unite Nations Framework Conference on Climatic Change(UNFCC) was signed and became effective on
4th November 2016. The film was timely to supplement further awareness in the world.

The story revolves around two unfortunate sufferers of Climatic Change but they have no role in the
deteriorating world situation.

The community which due to their unplanned actions affected the climate are not really the sufferers
but the poor are.

The film is slated for Venice and Toronto Film Festival opening after which it will be released all over the
world.

It is all Lord Jagannath’s blessings. Both of us two Odias making a splash in Hindi Film world and winning
the award against stiff competition is only due to lots of hard work, passion and commitment.
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OSA Members in News: Dr Dhabaleswar Panda

Dr. Dhabaleswar Panda. has been interviewed by one of the major international news magazine
for High-Performance Computing (HPC) and Supercomputing. Details of this interview is
available at:

https://insidehpc.com/2017/05/rock-stars-hpc-dk-panda/

He was also featured in the Computer Science and Engineering Department of Ohio State
University. The feature has the following message:

The Rock Stars of HPC series is about the men and women who are changing the way the HPC
community develops, deploys and operates the supercomputers and social and economic impact
of their discoveries.

Over the past seven years insideHPC, has spent a lot of time on the road at high performance
computing events. In that time, perhaps no other speaker has been more prolific than DK Panda
from Ohio State University. As the newest Rock Star of HPC, DK sat down with insideHPC to
discuss his passion for teaching High Performance Computing.
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2017 OSA Awards

Dear Friends,

Please join me in congratulating 2017 OSA Award Winners.

OSA Distinguished Odia Award: Dr. Sukant K Mohapatra

Dr. Sukant K. Mohapatra currently works as a Chief Technology
Officer (CTO) in Ericsson, USA. He is an alumnus of NIT, Rourkela
and has a Ph.D. degree in Computer Science from Stevens Institute
of Technology, New Jersey. His work and research interest
includes: Next Generation Fixed and Mobile Network, Network
Planning, Design and Optimization, Digital Transformation, Network
, Virtualization and Internet of Things (IoT). He has many

% . publications in areas of his research interest.

His work and research interest includes: Next Generation Fixed and Mobile Network, Network Planning, Design
and Optimization, Digital Transformation, Network Virtualization and Internet of Things (IoT). He has many
publications in areas of his research interest. He is recipient of DMTS award at Bell Laboratories and a senior
member of IEEE. He has been invited speaker in various conferences and forums.

Dr. Mohapatra is the founder chairman of first NRI promoted engineering higher education in the state and
has established National Institute of Science & Technology (NIST), Berhampur, Odisha in 1996 with a vision to
provide world-class higher education in our home state. NIST is the first engineering college in South Odisha,
started under Berhampur University then and it is one of the best engineering institutes in the state in private
sector. Dr. Mohapatra is also co-promoter of Kalinga Hospital, Bhubaneswar, Odisha.

As a patron member of OSA, he has actively contributed to various community causes, OSA and Odisha
initiatives. He is resident of NJ and live with his wife Sanjeeta, son Pranoy and daughter Prachi.

2017 Arun Das Memorial Kalashree Award: Dr. Basant Mohapatra

Dr. Basant Mohapatra is a physician by profession who specializes in
Critical Care Medicine and Cardio-Thoracic Anesthesiology but he is
also a multi-talented artist; a stand-up comedian, a dramatist, a
director, and a singer. In India he had won best actor and comedian
Award in SCB Medical College, Cuttack. He acted in many plays
staged in Rabindra Mandap, Annapurna Rangamanch and KBK. He also
took part in many TV plays, wrote humorous drama series for TV
and acted in movies like Akashdeepa, AaKaMaBhai, and Bhanga
Silata. He has also acted alongside eminent Odia comedians like Jai.

>

he has written, directed and acted in many popular dramas like Operation Successful,
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CDC, Very Complicated, Duraneeti, Bom Bom Baba and Lights Camera Action which have been staged during RDF and
OSA Annual Convnetion. Actively participated in and organized RDFs in multiple cities in USA and Canada. Organized
many successful cultural programs including 2014 OSA convention's in Columbus, Ohio

He lives in Youngstown, OH with his wife Madhusmita, daughter Marisa and son Devesh.

2017 Subrina Biswal Award for Academic Excellence: Jessika Baral

Jessika Baral, daughter of Himanshu and Rashmita Baral, CA is
recipient of 2017 OSA Subrina Biswal Award for Academic
Excellence. Jessika was invited to the White House Science
Fair during her 7™ grade, and is a 2017 Regeneron (formerly
Intel) Science Talent Scholar and top 40 Finalist. She has filed
for a patent on OncoDetector, a tool for detecting lung cancer.
Her research has been published in Cell science journal. Jessika
has won Grand Award prizes at Intel ISEF for 2 years. Jessika
was a top 10 Odissi dancers in the world in 2013, and has raised
more than $30,000 for non-profits through her dances since age
4. She is a Coca Cola Scholar, and a Research Science Institute
(RSTI) Scholar (US top 51). Jessika has received admissions from
Harvard, Stanford, MIT and Washing Univ. in Saint Louis (direct
BS-MD program with full-tuition merit scholarship).

2017 OSA Youth Volunteer Award: Anshuman Mishra

Anshuman Mishra, son of Srikanta and Snigdha Mishra, is

the 2017 recipient of the OSA Youth Service Award. A resident of
Dublin, OH, Anshuman recently graduated Summa-Cum-Laude from
Dublin Jerome High School and was a class valedictorian. He is also

a 2017 National Merit Scholar. Anshuman will be attending Lafayette
College in Easton, PA, as a Marquis Scholar with plans to double major in
Chemical Engineering and Government & Law. His extra-curricular
activities include participating in Lincoln-Douglas debate and quiz,
running track, playing the guitar, and volunteering in projects to help
\§ the homeless.

Congratulations to all 2017 Award winners, nominees and thanks to OSA Award Committee members Ms. Anjana
Chowdhury, Ms. Eva Mohanty and Ms. Swapnalata Rath and all the judges for successfully carrying out 2017 award

selection process. .

Kind regards,

Sushant Satpathy
President, OSA
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Highlights of OSA Activities from July 2015 — June 2017

Greetings and welcome to the 48th OSA convention of the Odisha Society of the Americas (OSA) in
Bahamas Cruise, Bahamas. We take the opportunity to outline few important activities we have
undertaken over last two year in office.

Organizational

A. PNW Chapter: After 2012 Convention PNW chapter was inactive; with the help of local leaders
created Mt. Hood and Seattle Chapters and now both chapters are vibrant and active in many
ways.

B. OSA National and Chapter coordination: Increased the involvement of OSA and its chapters as
chapters are pillars of local Odia communities. Encouraged chapters to raise funds and sent
100% of the matching funds back to the chapter. Chapter presidents as part of BOG members
are equal partners in the decision making process.

C. OSA Digital Archive: With the help of Archive Committee members Lalu Mansinha, Manaranjan
Pattnaik and Kula Mishra we have added digital copies of past souvenirs and news letters to OSA
Website.

D. OSA eVoting: With the help of eVoting System Selection Committee, OSA selected an eVoting
Site and 2017 OSA election Committee carried out first OSA election using eVoting. OSA officials
worked hard to prepare for eVoting, by updating contact list.

E. Convention Guideline and Election Guideline: Based on feedback from applying convention
guideline to 2016 Convention, convention guideline is under review by committee consisting of
Anil Patnaik, Sridhar Rana, Bimal Mishra and Amulya Das. Similarly, Election Guideline is being
created by Durga Mishra, Jay Narayan Bhuyan, Abani Patra and Jagannath Mohanty.

F. OSA Directory: Online OSA Directory was moved out of DOLA to OSA’s own domain with option
to integrate with Annual Convention sites for registration. Also, added functionality to maintain
donations which members can download.

G. OSA Directory Download: Henceforth OSA members can download OSA directory (without
email address) in CSV/Excel format.

H. OSA Google Apps: OSA officials took ownership of Google Apps and expanded its use.

Cultural, Social and Community Outreach
A. Existing Programs: Continued to support Odia Language and CCO competition at chapter and

national level. Increased award amount for CCO and Odia Language during annual convention to

$1000 for each event.

New CCO CD: 4™ CCO Karaoke CD is under production.

C. Collaborate with OSNE for cultural showcase event in MFA: Supported OSNE in
presentation/photo exhibition on Odisha culture, dance, and arts in Museum of Fine Arts (MFA),
Boston. Produced a short video on Odishan arts, culture and dance which can be used by all
chapters.

D. Regional Drama Festivals: Many of our chapters: SW, CanOSA, Ohio, NYNJ and CA have hosted
RDFs over last two year. In recently held RDFs, CA hosted Mt.Hood chapter (Portland,OR) and
NYNJ hosted Washington DC and OSNE chapters.

E. Utkal Dibasa: OSA has promoted and financially supported chapters in organizing Utkal Dibasa.
Chapters are encouraged to celebrate this event to showcase Odisha culture and heritage for
other communities by inviting representatives from larger Indian and non-Indian communities
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for this event. In 2016, six chapters and in 2017, seven chapters celebrated Utkal Dibasa. In
2017, Utkal Dibasa organized by CA not only showcased Odia culture and arts, it also showcased
Odia food and was attended by members from other communities.

OSA is in initial discussion for advance academic and research opportunity in Odissi music and
dance thru premier institution(s) in Odisha.

Community Outreach/ Support: OSA Helpline is operational and we have provided support to
individual/families who have reached out thru OSA help line by connecting them with right
organizations or by providing requested assistance. At this point OSA is not equipped to support
any request from outside US/Canada.

OSA was recognized with Odia Samman Award by the President of India, Hon. Pranab
Mukherjee during Odia Prabasi Conclave organized by Odisha Mancha in New Delhi on Jan 6,
2017.

Conventions

A. 2016 Convention in Providence, RI: OSNE chapter hosted its first ever convention in Providence,

B.

RI. It was a successful convention despite its many challenges.

2017 Convention on Bahamas Cruise/Bahamas: It is a unique one of its kind OSA convention on
the cruise and we plan to keep our promise of maximizing attendee satisfaction without
consideration for numbers and showcase Odia pride. This convention is planned for 30-300
families and irrespective of number of attendees; our fund raising goals have been modest. We
plan to celebrate all aspects of OSA Convention and try to make it a memorable one. Thanks to
all volunteers working for this convention.

OSA and Odisha Development
A. Library Open House and Library rules notification: In Dec 2015, OSA in collaboration with Bakul

library and Prafulla Pathagar organized Library Open house and more than 50 intellectuals from
different walks of life joined the forum. Culture Secretary and Minister for Mass Education again
promised to complete Library Rules notification for the 2001 Library Act. Govt. of Odisha
subsequently notified Rules for 2001 Library Act. In the first year it has allocated Rs 30 lakhs and
promised to increase the outlay in subsequent years.

OSA Digital Public Library: The Brahmapur Public Library is almost complete with Building,
Furniture etc. The project has lagged because of transfer of three BMC commissioners over last
two years. With internet connection and setup of the server the library is expected to be
operational very soon. Thanks to our library committee volunteers. Similarly, funds for rural
library have been released to Collectors for Balasore and Mayurbhanj and we have been
working with concerned authorities to move it forward.

Adopt-A-Village Initiative: For meaningful development of a village, in 2015 OSA in technical
collaboration with Centurion University started skills development for women and night school
for all adults of Badigam village. Over last one and half years 25 Women have been trained and
they have started their own enterprise. In addition, there have been agricultural training for
village farmer, health clinics for the village and a community hall is being built for the Village.
Combat Blind International and LVPEI: We had meetings with CBI and chairman of LVPEI and
how the Odia community can help in their effort to provide vision care to all regions of Odisha.
Now, CBl is helping to setup 3" regional Eye Hospital in Balasore after completing one in
Rajgangpur and Keonjhar. OSA-Chicago had a fundraising drive and raised 4k. OSA should
explore and engage in this noble cause which is going to benefit all of Odisha once all these
regional eye hospitals have been established.
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OSA Youth and Youth Outreach

A. Youth Mentorship Program: OSA has encouraged and financially supported chapters to initiate
Youth mentorship program to connect different groups of Odia youth those in high school, those
in college and youth in professional fields to connect and find mentors in the community. OSA
Youth Forum has been held in NYNJ, OSNE, Ohio and Chicago chapters.

OSA Heritage Tour: OSA had planned heritage tour in Dec 2015.

C. OSA Impact: OSA has encouraged youths to follow their passion and in case there is intersection
with their desire to get involved in project(s) in Odisha, OSA can help. OSA Impact is a youth
driven social entrepreneurship initiative. It was started by OSNE youth group and they have
raised 4K and currently trying to find best way to invest the funds for social development. It is
different than the traditional concept of donation for a project. We await the outcome of this
initiative and other chapter youth groups to join in or have their own projects.

@

Thank you to all our members for their help and support over past years.

Meghna Memorial Award in Creative Writing

Senior Category (Ages 13-18)
First: Amrita Sahu, VA

Second: Priyanka Choudhury, NJ
Third: Aaryana Rajanala, NJ

Junior Category (Ages 7-12)
First: Sumedha Jena, NJ
Second: Ananya Pradhan, NJ
Third: Dhruv Das, MD

Ananya Pradhan, Druv Das

(Sumedha Jena's picture not available)

Congratulations to all the award winners!
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GOMPLETELY
PAGKAGED Vo

CRUISE - PLANNERS
L A CRUISE PLANNERS

EXCLUSIVE OFFERING

Your Cruise and Land Specialist

CRUISE PLANNERS, AN AMERICAN EXPRESS TRAVEL REPRESENTATIVE, PROVIDES
COMPLETE TRAYEL SERVICES
The Best Valuc on Al Major Cruise Lincs = The Best Land Package Rates

Hotels, all Inclusive vacatlons, cruises, theme park tickets, car rentals,
concert tickets, and more...

Unmatched deals with award winning service..lat's plan your next dream vacation!

VARA SURESH

Crulse and Travel Specialist

904.874.2288

varasuresh@eruiseplanners.com
wveww TargetCruiseAndTravel.com
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above all else

Over 70% of open space and world class landscaping.

Already home for 444 happy families.
Fully functional Club House.

Email : zestates@zestates.in , z1@zestates,in
Call : 0674-2727241, 94374 76133/96144/81345
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Odisha Forum

Resurgent odis!
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ICon. President of Fndia Okri Pranab CHukherjee
In the presence of
ICon. Chicf Minister of @disha Shkri Narcen Ratnark
on January 06, 2017
Received by
President Suskant %ltp‘rtb‘r & %:crct‘r‘r S aradakant Panda




Dr DASH

FOUNDATION

SUPPORTING

OLL.

THE ODISHA SOCIETY OF THE AMERICAS
AND
HELPING PRESERVE AND PROMOTE
RICH ODIA HERITAGE AND CULTURE
IN AMERICA AND INDIA
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