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MESSAGE FROM THE PRESIDENT, OSA 2005-2007

Dear Fellow Oriyas and OSA Members:

It is a pleasure and honor to welcome you all to the 38" Annual Convention of the Orissa
Society of the Americas. Please join me in commending the organizing team and members of
the OSA Michigan Chapter for their hard work and success in assembling a rich and wholesome
program for your enjoyment. The enthusiasm and hospitality of the Michigan Chapter shows
though their effort to host the convention for the fourth time, having done it previously in 1980,
1988, and 1993.

The theme of this year’'s convention is: Celebrating our Heritage and Diversity. As
people of Orissa, we always take great pride in our heritage — be it our spiritualism, dance,
music literature or architecture. The need to connect to our heritage is perhaps even more
compelling for the Oriya Diaspora, especially those making a home in North America. In the
early days, OSA Convention was the primary platform to experience and display our cultural
heritage. Over the years, as the Oriya community has matured, expanded and prospered, our
second generation now has greater local exposure and access to Orissa heritage then we ever
did when we arrived in here! The OSA Convention is a wonderful forum to share and celebrate
this achievement.

OSA is the largest organization of people connected to Orissa in this continent,
representing over 600 families. However, we are only as strong as our membership. If you are
not a member, please join today. | also urge you to get involved in one of the 14 regional OSA
Chapters throughout North America.

As my tenure to serve as OSA President comes to an end, | would like to thank all
members for giving me this opportunity. | am especially indebted to my Co-office bearers,
Vice-president, Mr. Dhirendra Kar, Treasurer, Mr. Prakash Patro, and Secretary, Mrs.
Bigyani Das for their unwavering support. | also thank the ever-dependable Joint Editors of
Utkarsa, Mr. Sikhanda Satpathy and Mr. Tapas Sahoo and the many OSA Chapter
presidents who have been generous with their help and advice.

| want to close by urging that let this convention also be a time for reflection over our
collective effort to build and function within a community. Like many other immigrant
communities before us, we have had our share of failures and success. Let us learn from our
mistakes and build on our accomplishments, and more importantly, let us exercise restraint and
humility, as we continue our journey in this continent.

With best wishes,

MHGTTQH??L‘FQW

Niranjan Tripathy
Denton, Texas



REPORT FROM SECRETARY, OSA 2005-2007

Dear Fellow Members of The Orissa Society of the Americas (OSA)

| begin with thanking you for affording me the continued opportunity to serve as the
Secretary of this remarkable organization. Words are simply inadequate to express the pride
and honor | feel being able to serve in this capacity. | never cease to be amazed by the
tremendous talent of our members and our children | meet in my local community and during
every convention. Together, we comprise an extremely gifted pool of cultural talents. Together
we can (and will) make a difference to our cultural identity, our community, and our heritage.

OSA year 2006-2007 has been a very exciting and challenging year for us. We had a
very successful convention in 2006 organized by the members of Washington DC Oriya
community and we would experience another successful convention in 2007 organized by the
members of Michigan chapter. | thank the organizers for their enthusiasm, dedication and
dynamism in creating these historical enchanting moments for their community members.
Following are some of the highlights of our performance in the year 2006-2007.

Membership: This year we had 67 new members (Benefactor: 3, Life Members: 15, Annual
members: 49). | thank all the new members for their interest in the organization and for their
faith on our organization. | request all the annual members to continue their relationship with
OSA by becoming permanent members (Benefactor, Patron or a Life Member) or renewing their
annual membership with us. We now have 1158 members in total (including annual members).

OSA Newsletter Utkarsa: OSA editors Dr Sikhanda Satpathy and Tapas Ranjan Sahoo had
brought out the issues of Utkarsa regularly with information about local chapters as well as
about OSA business. We thank for their volunteer time and effort is serving as the editors.

OSA 2006 Souvenir Distribution: OSA 2006 souvenir was distributed among all the
permanent members. If anybody has not received a copy, please contact Dr Bigyani Das (4525
Rutherford Way, Dayton, MD, 21036; 410-531-7445; bigyanidas@yahoo.com).

OSA Webpage: OSA webpage is the center piece for all OSA related information. We thank
OSA web designer Santanu Das for putting so many hours of voluntary service to keep this
webpage updated. Our constitution, by-laws, membership information, newsletter and upcoming
events can now be accessible from OSA webpage. Please visit http://www.orissasociety.org
regularly for all OSA related information.

OSA’s Relationship with Orissa: OSA’s relationship with Orissa is now stronger than before.
OSA'’s vice president Mr Dhirendra Kar attended Prabasi Oriya Dibasa organized by NROFC
(Non-Resident Oriya Facilitation Center) on December 24, 2006. Many prominent OSA
members attended the event. Children of OSA families participated in the cultural presentations.

Local OSA Chapters: All of the local chapters of OSA are doing extremely well as regards
OSA's mission goals of socio-cultural interaction and inclusion. We thank the chapter
representatives for their voluntary service and dedication.



OSA Election 2007: We thank OSA 2007 election commissioner Dr Shanti Mishra and her
team members for their voluntary service to the community. Managing election has become a
very difficult situation and we thank for Dr Mishra’s patience and perseverance to do her duty
diligently for the sake of her community.

Last, but not least, we thank Michigan chapter representatives, President Snigdha
(Krishna) Senapati, Secretary: Akshaya Ray, and Treasurer: Santosh Kar for taking initiative in
organizing the convention in Michigan. Our gratitude goes to Ravindra Rout, Convener and his
extremely talented and dedicated team members for organizing 38" convention.
| look forward to meet my fellow OSA members in Michigan. For anyone who has never before
attended the annual convention, | can guarantee you that sharing the experience of convention
with fellow Oriyas from across USA and Canada will empower and energize you in your
exploration of our rich cultural heritage and remind you (if you need to be reminded) of what
drew you to become a part of this organization in the first place.

With Sincere Regards,

Bigyani Das
Secretary, OSA




MESSAGE FROM THE CHAIRMAN OF THE CONVENTION

It is my distinct pleasure and honor to welcome our invited guests, distinguished
speakers and fellow OSA members to the 38" Annual OSA Convention. This year’s convention
is being held at the magnificent Ford Performing Arts and Community Center (FPAC) and at the
elegant Dearborn Hyatt Regency. Both of these facilities are located in the heart of Dearborn,
Michigan- hometown of legendary automotive genius, Henry Ford. We are certainly adding an
important chapter to our remarkable and enduring journey of 38 years by being here and
reflecting back on our achievements. This is an extremely proud moment for all of us. We are
celebrating our 38 years of existence, and we certainly did not achieve this milestone by
accident, but by virtue of our absolute determination, dedication and commitment to this
institution. Let us extend our sincere thanks to those founders and visionaries who had
established this wonderful organization 38 years ago.

Like in the past, the annual convention is the time when we celebrate our achievements
and connect with the heritage of our native land with fellow Oriyas. However, with increasing
globalization in the 21% century, the very identity of our culture is at stake. Therefore, this is an
extremely opportune moment to reflect on our roots and bond with our heritage. That is why we
have very aptly chosen the theme of this convention "Celebrating our Heritage and Diversity."
The entire convention team has worked diligently to reflect this theme in all aspects of the
convention. Furthermore, we have invited many distinguished speakers to enlighten you with
their knowledge and wisdom of our rich heritage and diversity. The team has done an
exceptional job of providing you with the right ambience to catch up with the good old days in an
elegant atmosphere. So take advantage of this opportunity to enrich yourselves and carry this
memory to cherish for years to come. Let me extend my sincere thanks to the entire convention
team for putting together this magnificent event. | say it again: well done friends. | salute you.

In closing, | must say that although we have come from different backgrounds and may
have differences in many aspects of our lives, we are certainly bound into a single family
through a unique thread of our language and heritage. Let us build the bridge between our
native land and the adopted country that brings bright prosperity and joyous harmony to all of
us. Let us make the foundation of this bridge stronger with our cultural diversity and rich
heritage. Let us support this bridge with pillars of our successes and entrepreneurship. Let us
pave the path of this bridge with the mosaic of our diversity and brighten the walkways with the
lights of love and harmony. Let that bridge be a meeting place called the OSA convention to
meet and celebrate for generation to come.

On behalf of the entire Convention Team | wish you a very happy 38" anniversary and
hope you have an unforgettable and enjoyable experience here in Michigan.

L&

Ravi Rout

Chairman 38" Annual OSA Convention



MESSAGE FROM PRESIDENT, OSA, MICHIGAN CHAPTER

On behalf of OSA-Michigan Chapter, | welcome all the participants and guests to the
38™ OSA Annual Convention in Detroit from June 29" to July 1%, 2007. My special thanks go to
Dr. Ravi Rout, the convener of our convention for his dynamic leadership and to all the various
organizing committee members for their exceptional dedication and endurance in planning and
executing the convention events. | would like to extend my thanks to the volunteers for their
untiring efforts, without which the convention would not have been a success. In fact, | lost
count of our preparatory meetings since October 2006, which not only motivated us but led to
the resolution of various issues while building up our confidence for the successful execution of
the convention planning. This is for the first time, we have about 35 volunteers who contributed
to fund-raising according to their capacities. They also mobilized funds from other sources from
within and out of the state.

This year’s convention theme: “Celebrating Our Heritage and Diversity” will definitely
lead to further our understanding of cultural differences and lessen the gap between the first
and second generation Oriyas. | hope this convention inculcates in all of us a sense of our
identity and heritage by initiating and cultivating a process for acculturisation through various
seminar topics, cultural programs, and lectures by eminent persons from Orissa and the USA.

| can’t complete my remarks without extending my thanks to our honorable guests,
speakers who will enrich us with their wisdom and expertise in different fields. | am thankful to
the OSA national executive committee for choosing the Motor City for the venue of the
convention and their continued support and meaningful directions in the preparatory phase of
the convention. My heartfelt thanks also go to all of our individual and corporate donors.

I hope all of you will enjoy great speeches, thoughtful seminars, fun-filled activities,

joyous youth events, enthralling cultural programs, meeting old friends while creating new ones,
varieties of tasty food and your overall stay in the beautiful Motor city.

Vande Utkala Janani

Sincerely
Krishna (Snigdha) Senapati

President, OSA Michigan Chapter.
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MESSAGE

I am happy to know that the Orissa Society of the
Americas is organising its 38" annual convention at
Dearborn Hyatt Regency, Dearborn Michigan, USA and

bringing out a souvenir on the occasion.

I thank you for inviting me to attend the said
convention. I would have liked to attend it but I regret that
I may not be able to attend the said convention due to other

preoccupations.

I wish your convention a great success and hope that
your association will continue to support the

developmental activities of our State.

( NAVEEN PATNAIK )




MESSAGE FROM CONGRESSMAN SANDER LEVIN

Sander Lebin
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Congress of the United States
Bouge of Vepregentatives

June 29, 2007

Dear Friends:

It gives me great pleasure to welcome everyone attending the Orissa Society of
the Americas 38" Annual National Convention in Dearborn, Michigan.

The Orissa Society of the Americas (OSA) plays a vital role throughout the year
in building broad understanding of Oriya ethnicity in the United States and in supporting
its membership. This year’s theme “Celebrating our Heritage and Diversity” is certain to
bring together a distinguished group of individuals from throughout the country to N
celebrate the many achievements of Indian Americans. I have so enjoyed other
opportunities to join with you and I know this Convention will serve as another
opportunity to highlight many successful endeavors as well as future plans of OSA.

Please accept my congratulations for the exceptional work you have accomplished
during this first 38 years. I would also like to congratulate the Michigan Chapter for
hosting such an important event.

Best wishes for an enjoyable convention and continued success.

Serty S

Sander Levin
Member of Congress

WASHINGTON OFFICE ¢ 1236 LONGWORTH HOUSE OFFICE BUILDING = WASHINGTON, DC 20515 « (202) 225-4961
MICHIGAN OFFICE » 27085 GRATIOT AVENUE ¢ ROSEVILLE, M 48066 » (586) 498-7122  (248) 968-2025
TOLL FREE: 1-888-810-3880 « hitp//www. house.govilevin
Pl



MESSAGE FROM SENATOR CARL LEVIN

CARL LEVIN
MICHIGAN

- Mnited States Denate

WASHINGTON, DC 20510-2202

June 29, 2007

Orissa Society of the Americas
9535 Ridge View Drive
Columbia, MD 21046

Dear Friends:

I am delighted to offer my best wishes to each of you at the 38" Annual Convention gala
as you focus on the OSA mission and reflect on the theme, “Celebrating our Heritage and
Diversity.” Iam certain you will enjoy the venue for your convention, and I am pleased to join
the Michigan Chapter in welcoming you to the Greater Detroit area.

OSA can be proud of its progress in building a strong coalition to promote better
understanding of the richness of Oriya culture, and information exchange between QOrissa and the
United States and Canada. Through effective programs and services, OSA has an important role
in strengthening the social and cultural life of the community while adding to the vitality of the
economic and career growth if its members. As OSA works to expand its impact and supportive
outreach, it affirms its commitment to the well-being of all of the people in this community, and
beyond.

Again, best wishes for great convention.

Sincerely,

Ol Werr—

Carl Levin

Cl/ec

PRINTED ON REGYCLED PAPER
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EDITORIAL

“If you want your dreams to be, build it slow and surely;
Small beginnings, greater ends, heartfelt work grows purely.
If you want to live life free, take your time, go slowly.

Do few things, but do them well, simple joys are holy.”

The above immortal lines from a great saint unfold the vistas of opportunities for each one of us
to build our dreams in the pathways of life.

Welcome Friends! This is the time of the year to meet, greet, enjoy and think together for new
milestones and their transformation to reality. It is a great privilege for me to go through the
reflections of beautiful minds. What appealed me the most is the common thread of “oDiAness”
which runs firm and hold the pearls of expressions.

This is a great opportunity to celebrate our unity, harmony and to strengthen our common
ground of identification i.e. our oDiA origin. Quoting some lines of my poem “Retrospection”:

Days of joy and days of hardship,
Weave the life of blissful kinship;
Face the challenge to keep it alive,
Always in the realm of Time.

In the journey of life we have come this far with grit, determination, persistence and above all
with dreams of success. Sands of time bear the footprints of our rich culture, unparallel valor,
magnificent traditions, illumining heritage of art, craft, trade, music, dance, literature, science
and what not. Through ups and down we haven’t given up our originality even though we are far
away from the land of our origin. The hymns of greatness vibrate in us. The rhythm of our spirit
beacons us to rise further. The bloodline of our chivalry inspires us at every juncture to proceed
to the pinnacle. Hence despite our differences the banner of oDiAness flies high with all glory.

However we have a long way to go. The mantle, which has been carefully nurtured, is to be
passed to the able hands. It is the responsibility of each one of us to make that happen by
following the path of Truth and Righteousness being securely ensconced in the wings of love
and care.

My salutation to the creative spirit of all our contributors! They are the main anchors of this
endeavor. My sincere gratitude is due to the souvenir team members (Smt. Swapnalata Mishra-
Ratha, Sri Biswaijit Puhana, Sri Sasadhara Sahoo and Sri Nagesh Rajnala) who did their best to
bring out this wonderful edition. | am grateful to Sri Nirode Mohanty, Sri Pradyot Pattnaik and Sri
Binod Nayak as they kindly agreed to be the judges for the Kids’ Essay Competition. Hope the
readers will enjoy!

Let the dales of our dreams bloom with realizations!

Manoj Panda
Editor
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An Oriya Wedding in America

Saradindu Misra

When 0SA was formed in 1969, there were hardly 100 Oriya families all across
America. By 1979 that figure might have been doubled. Now we boast of more than a thousand
Oriyas families living in the United States and their numbers are growing every day. The
families who settled here in the early part of 1970 have certainly come of age. Most of them are
retired now and their children have grown to become adults and are shining in their chosen
fields with great success. There is not a single reputable university in the U.S.A. where Oriya
students have not set foot. They hold enviable positions as doctors, lawyers, managers,
professors, IT specialists and what not, thereby bringing laurels not only to themselves, but also
to their families and community.

The one thing we the senior Oriyas missed during our stay abroad were family weddings
that took place back home. Many of us were not able to attend such weddings due to distance
and tight work schedule in this foreign land, although we always craved for such festive
occasions. No more now. For the last decade or so, we see a lot Oriya marriages taking place
in this far off country when our children have grown to become adults. We don’t miss the
wedding ceremonies in Orissa any more. Every year, dozens of Oriya weddings are taking
place in this country with the same pump and glamour that was once possible only back home.

Although most Oriya marriages are one-day affairs, but in the recent past, marriages are
held more elaborately, covering three to four days. Examples of such events were one when
Sanijiv, son of Saroj and Suniti Behera of San Jose got married to Milli, daughter of Kali and
Jyotsna Misra of Saskatoon in August of 2001. The other one is the wedding of Simi, daughter
of Birendra and Navanita Patnaik of New Jersey to Mohit Dewan of Minnesota. Both the
weddings lasted for several days with Mangana (Mehendi) on one day, followed by the actual
marriage ceremony on the next day. These events were attended by a large number of Oriya
families from all over the United States, including relatives from India.

These days, Oriya marriages are taking place by dozens in America. Last year, my wife
and | had the privilege of attending eight such functions, each one of them as memorable as the
other. We got to meet a lot of friends those who came from far off places whom we had not met
in years. The occasions were festive and the spirits were high. | will showcase one such
wedding, which took place in 2006.

In August of 2006, Anjan (we call him Bapi), eldest son of Shanti and Uma Mishra of
Newburg, NY got married to Sonal, daughter of Sumitra and Jugal Malpani of Rutland, VT.
Shanti told us months in advance to set aside the days, proceeding and following the date of the
wedding. Most of us in the tri-state area knew Bapi since he was born. Unlike some of the
other Oriya boys and girls born in America, Bapi was never shy to interact with older Oriya
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community and had a close relationship with other Oriya families. As a young boy, he felt quite
comfortable in the company of the friends of his parents, striking a conversation with the elders
from school to American politics, whenever possible.

Shanti and Uma charted a luxury bus to transport the groom’s party (Barajatri) from their
home in Newburg to Killington, VT where the ceremony was to take place. Some of us decided
to take the bus, leaving the driving to the bus driver. Those of us who took the bus trip, arrived
at the house of Shanti and Uma in Newburgh on Thursday evening, August 17, and were
accommodated in local hotels for the night. In the morning of Friday, August 18, after breakfast,
first the groom left the house amidst the sound of conch and Hulahuli, followed by the Barajatri
that boarded the bus. Around 11 AM, the bus left Newburgh bound for Killington. Some fifty
passengers were on board. The trip was for four hours, covering about 210 miles. The fun
started right after the bus left Newburgh. Some of us watched Hindi movies being played in the
bus video. Some others engaged in an Antakshari competition, while others decided to take a
nap in the cozy bus. Dr. Prabhu, a close family friend of the Mishras from Newburgh was in-
charge of looking after the passengers, together with Ramaballava (younger brother of Uma),
and Dr. Nanakram Agarwal, another close friend of Uma. We called them wardens of the bus.
The wardens made sure that we had plenty of snacks and soft drinks. However, their most
important function was to make sure that the headcount in the bus was correct; each time there
was a disembarking from and subsequent embarking to the bus. There always seemed some
confusion over the headcounts as the wardens invariably missed their own count and the
headcount had to start all over again! Around 1.30 PM, the bus arrived near Albany at a rest
area for lunch which the Mishra family brought from Newburgh. After lunch, the Barajatris
boarded the bus and the headcount started again. With the “all clear” sign from the wardens to
the bus driver, the bus proceeded towards Killington.

We reached the hotel in Killington around 4 PM and met with a lot of other friends those
who elected to drive or fly directly to venue. Let me talk a little about Killington. It is one of the
most famous ski resorts of Vermont with spectacular snow-packed trails that gets extremely
busy with vacationers during the winter months. Finding a place in the area is next to
impossible unless arrangements were made several months in advance. In the summer, the
resort is equally beautiful and picturesque. The Killington Grand Resort and Hotel is by far the
biggest property in the area where arrangements were made for all of us to stay for the
wedding. It is a huge hotel just on the foot of the Killington Mountains with a perennial creek
flowing on the base, offering the most magnificent views. After we lodged in our respective
rooms, the guests assembled in one of the public rooms where the bride’s father, Mr. Jugal
Malpani, greeted us and ushered us for snacks, and the festivities began thereafter. Snacks
over, we went into our respective rooms for changing to more formal attire. In the evening, we
reassembled again in one of the big halls of the hotel, which was packed with guests from both
the groom’s side as well as from the bride’s side. So many Oriya families! They not only came
from the surrounding areas, but from far off places, such as, Canada, California, Arkansas,
Michigan, etc. The gathering was no less than an OSA Convention! We saw a lot of families
that we did not see for years. People started greeting each other and soon got lost in all kinds
of conversation. After an hour or so, the musical event started which the bride’s side organized.
They performed all kinds of dances, filmy as well as traditional. There were singing too. The
entire crowd in the hall started dancing to the tunes along with the performers. As usual, there
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was speech making from both the sides. The program continued for about two hours after
which everyone was ushered to another hall for a sumptuous vegetarian dinner. By the time the
dinner was over, the exhausted guests retired to their rooms to get some sleep and be ready for
the next day wedding.

The next morning, Saturday, August 19, after breakfast in the hotel, the guests got ready
for the wedding ceremony, which was supposed to start around 1 PM. Lunch was served
before the ceremony after which the groom’s party assembled at the other side of a little bridge
that connected the creek and the hotel. The loudspeaker was blaring popular Hindi tunes, such
as, Baharon Phool Barsao, Ghar Aya Mera Paradesi. Amidst all the noise, fanfare and dancing
to the filmy tunes, the groom’s procession (Barajatri) slowly proceeded over the bridge to the
other side where the bride’s party was ready to receive the Barajatri and the groom. Bapi was
dressed in regal attire with the exception of his crown (Mukuta) on his head, which Shanti and
Uma forgot to bring from their house. Bapi looked no less than a prince, ready to conquer the
hearts of the bride and her family. After some preliminary rituals, all of us entered the big hall
where a beautifully decorated Mandap was created for the ceremony. A Hindu priest from
Boston performed the ceremony with rigid conformity to the Hindu traditions and rituals. The
hall was packed with invitees who were dressed impeccably, specially the ladies who dazzled
with their gold and diamond ornaments, and expensive brocades. It was a feast for the eyes of
the beholder! The ceremony lasted for an hour or so, after which the guests were treated to a
cocktail party and finally to the big dinner. The day was very hectic, full of fun and activities.
When finally everything was over, it was way past midnight and the tired guests returned to their
hotel rooms for a few hours of shut-eye.

The next morning was the return trip to Newburgh. During the breakfast, the people who
came on their own transport or flew started bidding good buy to each other. The newly married
couple left for Newburgh in their stretch limo. We then boarded the bus for our return trip. Just
before the bus started, the mother and the maternal uncle of the bride entered the bus, and with
folded hands, begged for forgiveness in case there were any lapses in their treatment of the
Barajatri for the two days we stayed under their care. This was a rare gesture true of the best
Indian traditions that touched all of us.

We arrived in the afternoon in Newburgh. During the bus trip, Sambit, younger brother
of Bapi traveled with us in the bus. The fact that we were served vegetarian food throughout
our stay in Killington as the Malpanis are strict vegetarians, and the Oriyas are great lovers of
fish and meat; my wife, Lata, jokingly told Sambit to make sure that he chooses a girl as his life
partner whose family would be non-vegetarian. Sambit thought for a while and then replied that
he would give serious consideration to this proposal! However, as if they had read our minds,
the Mishras had made elaborate arrangements for snacks upon our arrival at their house that
included, besides other dishes, meat, chicken, shrimp, etc. After savoring the tasty snacks, we
waited for the newly wed couple to arrive. The Mishra house was beautifully decorated with
intricate Odissi designs and colored lights. When the couple arrived, Bapi’s parents, and his
older sister Devjani, greeted them at the entrance and demanded her Nanada Putuli from the
bride and allowed them in the house only after she got her present. The couple then entered
the house, once again, amidst the sound of conch and Hulahuli by the ladies, which created an
atmosphere of joy and mirth in the surrounding area. It was great fun to be a part of that
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festivity which brought back nostalgic memories of such occasions from back home. Finally, the
dinner was served, non-vegetarian of course; and then the guests departed bidding good buy to
the newly-weds and the members of the Mishra family. It was an absolute fun-filled three days!

Weddings are by far the best occasions when family members living apart get a chance
to be together for a few days along with relatives and friends. Here, in this distant land, they
enjoy the festivities even more. Amidst the festivities they get a rare chance to meet their old
friends those who live far away. The ladies prepare for the occasion months in advance. They
buy new saris and ornaments just for the occasion and present them as vivaciously as possible.
The fun and participation in such ceremonies is a source of great rejuvenation, which lasts for
several months in future. | am sure that as long as the first generation Oriyas will hold weddings
for their children, they will continue to keep this tradition alive. Let's see if the second
generation will follow suit!

Saradindu Misra is a Life Member of OSA and lives with wife Lata in Franklin Park, NJ.

©Biswajit Puhan

Where there is love there is life.
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An Entire Life is made by Living in Moments...

Sunanda Holmes

As a child growing up in a village in Orissa, | really loved mud. | loved the way mud
caked my feet as | clambered through my family’s fields. | loved its velvety touch in my hands as
I made my own little mud bricks to build little mud houses. | ate mud and chased it with seeds to
see if | could grow a tree in my stomach. Not even my parents’ American shoes (back then, |
think American shoes were actually made in America, not in China), which they sent regularly
from here could entice me to stop running in the mud with my bare feet. Eventually | grew tired
of our “domestic” mud. | wanted to experience the mud from far away places, so | set off to
foreign lands - the other side of our village.

In those days, the Dalits were confined to their own neighborhood. We were separated
by mere yards, yet theirs was a world apart. They lived along the river, drawing their water from
its lazy, silty flow. | knew | wasn’t allowed near where they lived, nor drink their water. Yet its pull
was magnetic - new mud full of promise.

| set out to the river. Edging closer, | could see the Dalit children - the Panas - ill-
clothed and looking ragged. My heart beat faster as | ventured across the line that separated
our worlds. To my surprise, | was greeted warmly. The Panas allowed me to indulge in their
wondrous, river-born mud. | went home, but came back the next day. And the next. Every
afternoon, | went to their river, reveling in their lives, their water, their stories, and most
importantly, their mud.

But secrets are hard to keep in an Indian village. My uncles, cousins and Budhima, my
grandmother, all knew | was a wanderer in the village. | had left no part of my village unturned.
But this time my Budhima discovered my excursions into the Pana sahi and demanded to know
why | had been with those untouchable children. My answer? “Because they have the best
mud.” She soon told my uncle, who beat me like a proper disobedient Indian child should be.
But in spite of the punishment, | went back, again and again.

Budhima eventually stopped telling my uncle about my travels, and | stopped getting
beatings. Instead, Budhima waited for me outside our house with Tulasi for me to eat to
somehow preserve my soul. She sprinkled water on me and muttered some prayers before
allowing me in the house with hopes that somehow | would grow out of these wondering
disobedient behavior as | got older. But, her quiet acquiescence had a powerful impact on me.
Budhima, a highly traditional Indian matriarch, was within her rights to do whatever necessary to
keep me confined to our side of the village. Yet she allowed me to create my own path in our
village, even if it took me to the Pana sahi.

I've since ventured far past Budhima’s threshold down to the Pana sahi, visiting more
than 40 countries to seek new people, new cultures, and new experiences. Whether meeting
with President Nelson Mandela in South Africa, running a marathon in Rome, or working with
the poor and afflicted in Haiti, | feel at home. | can forge connections with people of all different
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race, nationality and class without even understanding their language. | understand that we are
all connected in this one web of life. Those days of wandering in my village and being with the
Panas prepared me well to step beyond man made boundaries based on fears and distrust to
connect with the rest of the world.

In August 2006, | visited my village after 27 years. My entire world as a child had
grown small in my adult eyes. As | made my way to my Budhima’s burial place, | could still see
her and hear her forgiving ways in which she taught life’s lessons. By some people’s account, |
remain a wanderer even today although I'm too old to play with even “good” mud. But as | raise
my two teenagers, | try to remember that Budhima had trusted me to make some decisions for
myself even if they seemed unconventional to her or other reasonable Indians. Like those long-
ago trips to the river, my children's journeys may lead to wonderful discoveries about their global
village that may be now beyond my imagination.

Sunnda K. Holmes lives in Bethesda, MD. She can be contacted at sunandaholmes@yahoo.com

©Sanujeet Puhan

Always aim at complete harmony of thought and word and deed. Always aim at purifying your thoughts and
everything will be well.
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The Conquest of Heaven

Arun Misra

The current religious and sectarian strife, the world over, points to the fact that each
religious group is trying to show its direct connection with the ‘Heavens’ and to make sure that it
stays under their control and is made available peacefully or forcibly to as many people as
possible. Any such remark about Islam can be easily construed as ‘blasphemy’. When the US
media ridiculed Islam’s concept of heaven and the availability of virgins there after death, it
brings several other concepts to mind. Christianity considers sex as synonymous to ‘sin’. Then,
wouldn’t it be natural to think that there are different Heavens? Is the one in the Islam then
promoting sin by Christian standards?

Over 50 years ago, | remember, in remote India, my Brahmin/Hindu father, who was
more friendly to Muslims than to his Hindu brethren, was often ridiculed for it. He will often ask,
‘whether Muslims go to heaven” since Hindus believed the Muslim-way of life was kind of
undeserving to go to heaven and make people laugh.

About 30 years ago, working at a medical school in lllinois, | attended bible study during
lunch once a week for several months, encouraged by my supervisor, who was a bright
Molecular Biologist and a devout evangelist , where only two of us will generally be present. He
was amazed that coming from India and not knowing Jesus personally, how come | was so
polite, nice and good. This is not a place to discuss the ignorance of average American towards
the affairs of the world, but is definitely one of such examples.

The extreme tolerance (which tends towards meekness and subservience) of Hinduism
(the so called Hindus will like to name their calling as Sanatana Dharma, the religion or the way
of life, that is present since time immemorial and will last forever) can easily attend any religious
service at a church, synagogue, mosque, gurdwara or temple believing God is omnipresent and
has many forms, since Hindus have several hundred kinds of gods and goddesses of their own.

My supervisor at Illinois will many times ask me if | believed in resurrection of Christ. My
apparent disbelief in agreeing to the fact that a person can rise from the dead made him to
comment that he was so sorry, for a nice person like me would not go to heaven. This reminds
me of a story | heard in India about Gandhi in late 1960s. When Gandhi was fighting the British
in India and began his movement in Champaran, Bihar, there was widespread belief that British
police/army could not touch/catch Gandhi, as he would fly in the air. This added much to the
following of Gandhi, but later the number reduced, when several of his devotees saw him going
to the latrine for his morning rites, and realized that Gandhi was like them.

It should also be added here what | heard from an agnostic American friend in St Louis
in early eighties, when Attenborough’s movie ‘Gandhi’ received several Oscar awards, that after
many, many hundred years, this Gandhi will also walk on water.
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Ghalib, the late Persian poet/philosopher who lived in India all his life, almost 400
hundred years ago, has a poem beginning with, ‘ham to jante hain jannat ki hakikat lekin...” (I
know the truth about heavens, but it (heaven) is a good idea to keep us engaged). Another
revolutionary, Kabir, a Muslim by birth, practicing customs of Hinduism, lived in Banaras
(Varanasi/Kashi), one of the holiest places for Hindus. It is also believed by Hindus that if you
die in Banaras, you will definitely go to heaven. No wonder elderly Hindus flock to Varanasi to
die there eventually and to have a claim on heaven. Kabir, who ridiculed going to
mosque/temple for prayers, as gods did not live there in his opinion, left Varanasi in the last
days of his life, to die elsewhere (really in Magadha, present day Patna, not considered to be a
holy place), to avoid going to heaven.

My agnostic father whom | mentioned above, who enjoyed being friends with Muslims,
will also tease Hindus, about several of their four or more headed gods and goddesses, asking
which one of the hands these deities might be using for tending to their runny nose. Common
Hindus treat their gods as part of their family, and not an abstract concept as philosophers do
and can make these amusing remarks.

The discussion of Darwinian evolution and intelligent design or creation is often summed
up by prophetic sayings, like ‘religion without science is lame, and science with religion is blind’
without realizing that this discussion in India happened about 50,000 years ago and was
concluded in the following way. That God created the earth and has come upon it (earth)
several times, as avatar or incarnation to help mankind in the form of fish, tortoise, boar, half
man-half beast, pigmy Vaman, warrior Parashuram, Rama , Krishna, lord Buddha, in nine
different forms so far. He will come again as Kalki (the tenth incarnation/avatar), in human form,
riding a white horse with sword in his hand, which the New Testament also talks about.

This makes me to postulate that the three wise men, who came from east to celebrate
the birth of the child Christ should be retold. Child Jesus, when he was 8/10 years old, like a
child Dalai Lama, who is located when the old Dalai Lama dies, as his reincarnation, went to
India, especially Kashmir to study the scriptures, and returned as Christ around age 32, to the
Middle East, as a social reformer to inculcate spirituality in his fellow human beings with his
message of love and service. The saying of lord Krishna, ‘Sarva Dharmaan Parityajya,
Maamekam Sharanam Braja (leave everything behind and come into my fold)' in Gita helped
Jesus define his motto, ‘no one reaches the lord without going through me’. No wonder, why
my 75 plus years old mother-in-law in India, who spends several hours in front of Hindu deities
everyday, when asked what gift | bring her from USA will ask for a nice picture of Jesus Christ,
which she can put in her worship room with other gods/goddesses.

Hindus will have no difficulty accepting Jesus as one of the incarnations of God, but will
hesitate to agree that Lord Father is single and has no wife, that women were created from the
rib of a man; the earth was created merely 6000 years ago, as well as about the virgin birth.
Hindus have their own sets of queer incidents described in scriptures, but ridiculing them is no
blasphemy.

Sri Ramakrishna Paramahamsa said, “Different religions are different paths to reach the
same God”. He compared them to vehicles (like bike, car, train, bus, plane etc) for God
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realization. But things are not so simple elsewhere, as most of the other great religions of the
world forbid worshiping other’s gods. These religions also claim only their right on the heavens,
and do not believe any other God in ways other than that of theirs. Mahavir and Buddha are
revered by Hindus as incarnations of God Vishnu. But Jains and Buddhists, the followers of
Mahavir and Buddha, teach their devotees, that these two (Buddha and Mahavir) came from
heavens into the wombs of Brahmin women on earth, but since Brahmins were not good
enough, the wombs were transferred into women from warrior caste (Kshatriyas), hence both
were born as sons of Hindu kings. Both Buddha and Mahavir were contemporary in the state of
Bihar in northern India, over 3000 years ago. It is obvious, both Buddha and Mahavir were mad
at Hindus, especially Brahmins, as the latter controlled the society then, and were not leading a
respectable life style. Hence Buddha and Mahavir succeeded in reforming the Hindu society,
and have great influence in India and all over the world. But the story of their birth is kind of far
fetched at the least.

Devotees of Swaminarayana have been successfully building temples all over the world
for the last decade or so, as did Prabhupada of Krishna Consciousness in the last 25 years.

Devotees at ISKCON, international society for Krishna consciousness, consider Krishna
as supreme and other Hindu gods as kind of inferior. This Christian transformation of Hindu God
Krishna into the concept of one Jesus/Christ brought this sect so much popularity in the West. In
Swaminarayana temples, it is amusing to see Hindu Gods and Goddesses like Hanuman, Rama
and Sita relegated to the position of security guards at temple entrance while Swaminarayana
incarnation and their human forms occupy the central position at the sanctum sanctorum.

If the Hindu concept of Sanatana Dharma, Vasudhaiva Kutumbakam (world as one
family) and the immense respect of nature can find a wider and favorable follower in the modern
world, we will experience greater tolerance between civilizations, less terrorism, and
improvement in global environment leading to more peace and prosperity for mankind.

Arun Misra lives in Atlanta and can be reached by: Web: arunmisra.tripod.com, E-Mail: misrausa@yahoo.com

e
©biswaijit puhan

The attempt to combine wisdom and power has only rarely been successful and then only for a short while
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Where Is My Goddess of Love

Harish Pradhan

She was like a
Piece of rough stone

| picked her up from
An unknown village
Carved out every
Part of her body
With love and care
Chiseled her face, her lips,
Her bosom and other limbs
Like a master craftsman

She rose like
A stunning sculpture
The Goddess of
Beauty and love
To behold and adore
Alas!

A wrong stroke
of the chisel
And she broke into pieces
Now she lies in a heap of ruins

Submitted by Dr. Prasanna K. Pati on behalf of
Mr. Harish Pradhan, from his book of poetry,
"Stone Forest". Mr. Pradhan is the Chief PRO
of the NALCO at Bhubaneswar. He authorized
Dr. Pati to submit one of his poems to the OSA
Souvenir issue, 2007. He can be reached at
NJRPATI@aol.com

It is in vain to expect our prayers to be heard, if we
do not strive as well as pray

NANA (FATHER)

Nirupama Mohapatra

The phone rings
It is the middle of the night!
It sounds ominous,
Is my ‘Nana’ all right?

My mind wonders,
To a far-away place,
| see
Outstretched arms
And a smiling face.

My heart races,
My mind runs,
To reach
The out-stretched arms
As fast as | can.

He embraces me
| closed my eyes,
| feel my Nana’s love
No need to say goodbye.

The phone stops ringing
| hear only the dial tone,
My heart stops racing
| realize
My Nana has forever gone.

Dr. Nirupama Mohapatra is a biology professor in
North Carolina. This poem is dedicated to the
‘heritage theme” of the 2007 Convention and to all
first-generation Oriyas who must, sooner or later,
receive that inevitable ominous call from home. She
lives in Apex, NC.

After a certain high level of technical skill is achieved,
science and art tend to coalesce in esthetics,
plasticity, and form. The greatest scientists are always

artists as well.
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My long lost lover

Babru Samal

Once upon a time
Before the logic overruled the emotion
Before the knowledge stripped off my
feelings
There you were
Far but very near

Omnipotent but tender like a new born baby

Invisible but omnipresent
You were in my home
Looking at me
Smiling at me.

You were my mother,
My child
My beautiful lover
| wrapped you in best clothes
Put gold jewelries on your neck
Woke you up in the morning
Gave you bath and breakfast
Lunch and dinner
And put you to sleep
And wake you up by singing

I never ate any thing
Before feeding you first.

When | was in pain
| wept and yelled at you
Prostrating in front of your image
| cajoled you
Fought with you in my language
Sometimes
Did not talk to you like an upset lover

Now | am wiser
Sophisticated, intellectual
Analytical and advanced.

You reside in heaven now
And | am stuck in this mundane world
Scared of the hell
Scared of you

| ask for your blessings for my salvation
| am no more a lover
Or a son, or a daughter
But some one down trodden
Praying and asking for your forgiveness
For the sin for being a human

Shri Babru Samal is a regular contributor to OSA
Journal. He lives in Maryland.

An eye for an eye makes the whole world blind
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Love Lines
Snigdha Mishra

(to my closest friend of over twenty years, my husband)

I cannot begin to tell you

how much a part of me you are.
Two minds, two egos, distinct entities.
Separate bodies responding to each other.
Yet sometimes | cannot tell where | end and you begin.

If you were to leave today and never return,
Which part of me would miss you most?
Would it be like losing a limb?
Would it be like going blind?
Perhaps it would be like losing my voice —
For without you, I'd never sing again.

When did this happen to us?
This complex intertwining of our lives,
This convoluted interdependence?
Is this what it feels like to relinquish control?
Where does this road lead, | wonde
Or is THIS where we are

Pretty words on dainty ca
But here it is fro
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MR. PANIGRAHI WRITES A LETTER

Srikanta Mishra

On their 35" wedding anniversary, Mr. and Mrs. Panigrahi moved in to their new flat in
Symphony Towers. It was one of the many ultra-modern flat complexes that had recently come
up in the Forest Park area of Bhubaneswar, replacing squat traditional houses owned by ex-
ministers and |IAS officers. Mr. Panigrahi had spent his entire career moving from state capital
to state capital in Central Government service and had finally taken retirement as the
Accountant General of Maharashtra. He grew up in Puri, and his wife Manju was from
Sambalpur. Bhubaneswar seemed like a reasonably laid-back place to settle down after the
hustle and bustle of Mumbai. It also promised close proximity to relatives, old friends and other
connections such as fading childhood memories.

Mr. and Mrs. Panigrahi’s only child, Prakash, had gone to the US for higher studies after
finishing his undergraduate degree at the Indian Statistical Institute. He was now a professor at
the University of Pittsburgh, and a very eligible bachelor. With Prakash far away, Mrs. Panigrahi
directed her affection to niece Sanjukta, who had recently returned to Bhubaneswar from Saudi
Arabia. Her doctor husband, Manoj, had set up a state-of-the-art medical clinic near Biju
Patnaik airport, only a few minutes away from Forest Park. Sanjukta soon became a surrogate
daughter for Mr. and Mrs. Panigrahi.

Several of their neighbors in Symphony Towers were also recent transplants to
Bhubaneswar. Prof. Mohanty had taught at the Indian Institute of Science in Bangalore, and
was currently working as Principal of one of the many engineering colleges that had sprouted
around Bhubaneswar. He religiously wrote a letter to the Editor of Samaj every day. Dr.
Tripathy, who seemed to have an endless supply of Sardarji jokes, had been an ophthalmologist
at Lohia Hospital in Delhi and now wanted to try his hand at Ayurvedic medicine. The
immaculately dressed and unfailingly polite Mr. Prusty had apparently served in the Indian
Army, but was generally vague about where he had lived apart from Pune and what he had
done.

The four families slowly grew close to each other, drawn by their common non-resident
Oriya background. All of them enjoyed good music, and regularly went as a group to concerts
organized by Bhubaneswar Music Circle. Having lived outside Orissa for so long, they also
liked traveling around the state and visiting old temples and natural attractions. They took turns
hosting lunch get-togethers once a month and spent the afternoon savoring good food and
pleasant company. Afterwards, the men would converge to play bridge and to discuss politics
and cricket, while the women knitted, exchanged recipes and talked about their children and
grand children. Bhubaneswar was growing on them. Each of the families had chosen to forgo
the attractions of a large metropolis in favor of the provincial air of Bhubaneswar. Like every
other growing city, Bhubaneswar did have its share of pot-hole infested roads, intermittent
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Power-cuts, worsening traffic congestion, and deteriorating air quality. But what kept on
appealing to them was the general friendliness of the people and a placid pace of life.

When Mr. and Mrs. Panigrahi had comfortably settled down in Bhubaneswar, Prakash
came to visit them from the US. Having pampered him for a few weeks, Mrs. Panigrahi gently
broached the issue of marriage. Prakash, who seemed to be waiting for this moment, then
delivered his fait accompli. He had been seeing an Indian girl named Archana, they had
decided to marry each other, and he wanted his parents’ blessings. Archana’s family
background seemed quite suitable — they were Tamil Brahmins settled in Gujarat, where her
father worked for the ONGC. Mr. and Mrs. Panigrahi talked to Archana over the phone, looked
at several smiling photos in both Indian and western garb, and decided they liked her. Prakash
and Archana wanted to come to India the following summer to get married. It was decided that
the wedding would be held in one of the beach resorts near Puri.

Shortly after Prakash left for the US, Mr. and Mrs. Panigrahi had invited Sanjukta and
Manoj for dinner. The conversation was mostly about arrangements for Prakash’s wedding, and
the relative merits of Tosali Sands and Mayfair Resort as the wedding venue. Mrs. Panigrahi
left to bring dessert to the dinner table. Sanjukta got up to remove the dirty plates. Suddenly,
there was the noise of a crash followed by a scream from Sanjukta. Mr. Panigrahi and Manoj
ran to the kitchen and found Mrs. Panigrahi lying on the floor clutching her chest. She was
sweating profusely and seemed to have trouble breathing. Manoj looked at Mr. Panigrahi and
mouthed the words “Heart attack”. They carried Mrs. Panigrahi to the car and quickly drove to
Manoj’s clinic. Mrs. Panigrahi was taken to the ICU, where they managed to stabilize her.
Manoj ordered a whole battery of diagnostics, which suggested significant arterial blockage.
The next day, Mrs. Panigrahi underwent bypass surgery at Kalinga Hospital. Prakash arrived
after a few days and spent most of his time in the hospital.

Their neighbors from Symphony Towers took turns providing round-the-clock vigil during
Mrs. Panigrahi’'s week long stay at the hospital. Prakash left after another week as Mrs.
Panigrahi was showing signs of returning to normal. Although she would have liked to have him
spend a bit more time in Bhubaneswar, Mrs. Panigrahi shed only a few tears as she kissed
Prakash good-bye. She was looking forward to his wedding. It was during this period that
Sanjukta became an inseparable companion to Mrs. Panigrahi. Manoj also spent a fair amount
of his spare time in the Panigrahi household, making sure that Mrs. Panigrahi was following the
prescribed regimen of medication, diet control and rest to speed up her recovery.

Mrs. Panigrahi continued to stay bed-ridden. She ate very little, and would get tired after
taking just a few steps. One day, Mr. Prusty and his wife had come to visit Mrs. Panigrahi.
They chatted about this and that, with Mrs. Prusty doing most of the talking. We are so glad to
see your progress, Mrs. Prusty said. Hurry up and get stronger, Mr. Prusty added, in his
brusque army manner. We are planning to hire a minibus and go visit the tiger resort in
Similipal. Mrs. Panigrahi smiled and said nothing. After their visitors had left, Mrs. Panigrahi
held her husband’s hand longer than usual as she kept looking at him. She appeared to be
choosing her words carefully. You should make arrangements for Prakash’s wedding as soon
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as possible, she finally said, and closed her eyes. Maybe /I'll get to see Similipal in my next life,
she whispered after a few minutes.

Mr. Panigrahi did not sleep well that night. He had thought Mrs. Panigrahi’s recovery
was progressing well, although he was beginning to get worried about her lack of appetite and
strength. Her sudden fatalistic attitude disturbed him immensely. The next day, he discussed
his concerns with Manoj. | was going to talk to you about it, Manoj confessed. [ think there
might be a latent infection lingering from the bypass surgery, he said. We may have to switch
her to a stronger antibiotic.

Prakash’s wedding plans were accelerated. He flew to Bhubaneswar with Archana and
her parents after a few weeks. They were married in a small Arya Samaj ceremony with only a
handful of relatives and close friends in attendance. Her face flushed with excitement, Mrs.
Panigrahi watched everything, said little and smiled a lot. Prakash and Archana had to be near
her all the time. She seemed to be focused on capturing as many memories as possible.

Prakash and Archana returned to the US two weeks after the wedding. Mrs. Panigrahi
insisted on going to the airport to see them off. Manoj arranged for a wheel chair for her. The
Air Sahara flight to Delhi was late by two hours. Mrs. Panigrahi kept patting Prakash and
Archana on the head. Take care of each other, she said again and again. When their flight was
finally called, Prakash and Archana touched Mrs. Panigrahi’s feet to take leave of her. She
hugged both them and would not let go until Mr. Panigrahi gently touched her arm. They should
go now, he said. Mrs. Panigrahi nodded, and pecked them on the cheek. May God bless you,
she mumbled, stifing a sob. She stayed at the airport for several hours after Prakash and
Archana’s flight had left. Tears kept coursing down her cheeks. Every now and then, she
would wave to some unknown departing passenger.

They brought Mrs. Panigrahi back to Symphony Towers. She refused her dinner that
night and lay still in bed. Mr. Panigrahi sat beside her, gently caressing her back. He just could
not find the proper words to express his feelings. So he sat there in silence, wondering how
fictional characters have no difficulty articulating their thoughts in such moments. Get strong,
Manju, he kept repeating in his mind. You have to get stronger, he pleaded. Later that night,
Mrs. Panigrahi woke in a fit of coughing. Mr. Panigrahi turned on the night stand light to hand
her a glass of water. He noticed blood stains on the blanket. As Mrs. Panigrahi kept coughing,
the towel she held to her face turned even more reddish. Mr. Panigrahi telephoned Manoj.
Come soon, he said. Manju is coughing blood.

Manoj and Sanjukta arrived within a few minutes with an ambulance from Manoj's clinic.
Mrs. Panigrahi was taken to the ICU for a second time. Antibiotics were pumped into her body.
She was hooked up to an oxygen machine, an IV drip and various diagnostic tools. Mr.
Panigrahi waited helplessly by the foot of her bed. | am going to telephone Prakash, Sanjukta
said softly. Mr. Panigrahi gave her a blank stare. He had stopped thinking.
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Mrs. Panigrahi stayed comatose the entire day. She did not seem to respond to any of
the new drugs. Manoj called for another specialist from Kalinga Hospital. They huddled for
quite sometime and decided to change her medicine once again. Mr. Panigrahi watched the
procession of doctors and drugs helplessly from a chair in one corner of the room. There was
nothing he could do. He picked up a magazine one of the nurses had left in the room and found
a blank piece of paper as he flipped through the pages. Mr. Panigrahi took it out and started
doodling. His unfocused mind did not register that he was actually jotting down his memories.

Hours passed. Sanjukta came back with some food. [ will sit here and keep watch, why
don't you sit outside in the waiting room and eat something, she said. | could not reach
Prakash, she added. His flight must not have landed. Mr. Panigrahi got up and stretched. He
put the magazine with the piece of paper inside it next to Mrs. Panigrahi’s bed. Sanjukta
handed him the tiffin carrier she had brought. Mr. Panigrahi stepped outside and went looking
for the waiting room. He washed his face, ate a little, drank some tea, and then returned to the
ICU.

Manoj was there, looking at the charts and talking to the nurse. Mrs. Panigrahi had
woken up and was sitting in her bed. The oxygen mask had come off. She held the piece of
paper on which he had been doodling. When she saw him, she appeared to say something to
him, but only a gurgling sound came from her lips. Suddenly, her chest heaved and she fell
back on her pillow, eyes wide open. A slow trickle of blood pooled on her cheek. Manoj rushed
to Mrs. Panigrahi’s side and tried to revive her with an injection aimed straight at the heart. In
the ensuing commotion, Mr. Panigrahi could only see one thing — the heart rate monitor
machine showing a straight line with no blips. His Manju was no more.

Mr. Panigrahi slowly walked to Mrs. Panigrahi’s bed, sat down beside her and gently
kissed her on the forehead. He took the piece of paper from Mrs. Panigrahi's hand and
straightened it out. Manju is very tired and needs to rest for a while, he said, looking at Manoj. /
will keep her company and read her a story. Why don’t you go, freshen up, eat something and
come back. | am not going anywhere. Manoj wiped his tears and nodded in understanding. He
held on to Sanjukta, who was sobbing uncontrollably at the foot of the bed. He glanced at the
nurse and led all of them out. Mr. Panigrahi put on his glasses and started reading.

Manju, do you remember the day we arrived in Agartala a few weeks after our wedding?
It was raining heavily that day. We sat in the veranda of my small Government bungalow, drank
tea and talked about our neighbors. As it grew dark, you started humming a Sambalpuri song
about some young girl lost in the rain. Then the elderly Talukdar couple from across the street
stopped by. “We came over to greet the new bride,” Mr. Talukdar said. Mrs. Talukdar held your
hands as she welcomed you to Agartala. “So pretty,” she kept telling me. You blushed and
moved closer to me. | must have had a foolish grin on my face, because Mr. Talukdar promptly
slapped me on my shoulder. “Enjoy life, young man,” he said, “but take good care of your
beautiful new responsibility.”
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Over the years, do you think | paid enough attention to Mr. Talukdar’s advice, Manju?
When Prakash was born in Patna, | surely wasn’t much help after your mother left. | was trying
very hard for a quick promotion and worked long hours in the office. No wonder you hated
everything about Patna. As Prakash grew up, things became a little easier even as we moved
from Patna to Jaipur to Trivandrum to Bhopal. What memories of Bhopal | have! Our house got
burgled twice. We were in a big car accident. Prakash went to Allahabad to play in a cricket
tournament and broke his leg. Didn’t you walk out of the house wearing your Hawaii slippers as
we hurried to catch a train to Allahabad?

During the next series of postings in Delhi, Hyderabad and Lucknow, our life revolved
mostly around Prakash and his school work, quiz competitions and cricket matches. Then he
went off to college in Calcutta, making our nest empty in Mumbai. You were never very
comfortable in Mumbai. Remember how we started making plans for life after retirement when
Prakash decided to go to the States? What was it that you once said, Manju? “My only son is
going to sefttle abroad. That is why | want us to go back to Bhubaneswar, spend more time with
relatives and friends, and see more of Orissa.” So, | brought you back to Bhubaneswar.

Things are beginning to come together for us here, Manju. We have a good group of
friends in Symphony Towers. Sanjukta and Manoj are like our daughter and son-in-law. How
can you think about leaving all this and going away now, Manju? Who will hum the Sambalpuri
song about a young girl lost in the rain when the monsoons arrive? Who will remind me to
watch my blood sugar level and eat every two hours? Who will sing “dho re baya” and “aa
jahna mamu” when Prakash and Archana have a baby? And who will listen to my poems and
gently suggest better Oriya words? Without you, Manju, will there even be any poetry in my
life? What will the monsoons feel like? Where will my blood sugar level go?

Do you know what we had promised each other during the last step of the saptapadi at
our wedding? Everlasting friendship. Togetherness. For ever. As long as we live. That’s what
we had promised. Today, | am holding you to that promise, Manju. Please don’t leave me
alone.

Srikanta Mishra, an engineer who also dabbles in conversational Sanskrit, lives in Austin, TX. His hobby is to
continue learning about Orissa and India so that he can teach his children more about our heritage.

Anyone who doesn't take truth seriously in small matters cannot be trusted in large ones either.
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Meghana’s Gift

Sangita Satpathy

The doctors hurried me into the delivery room. Ten weeks before my due date, my
daughter was going to be born via emergency c-section. My sister, Soni, prepared to scrub in
since my husband, Elliot, was still several blocks away. | wanted to wait for him, but my doctors
said the baby wouldn'’t last that long inside.

Thankfully, she did wait the two or three extra minutes her father needed to make it to
the hospital. Like a scene out of some really bad movie, | later found out Elliot got out of the cab
and ran the last few avenues to get to the hospital. Just in time, he switched places with Soni as
she was headed into the delivery room. It was a huge sigh of relief when he walked in through
those doors. My doctor had held my hands as | got the epidural. Now, effortlessly my husband
sat down, took my hands, and smiled. | remember whispering, and laughing, and telling him |
was headed to Starbucks and the next thing | knew | was on this table being cut open. It is funny
how things could change so quickly. Our baby had kicked constantly throughout my pregnancy,
thank God. But this morning, | had not felt her move. After some debating with myself, | called
Elliot. He thought it was nothing to worry about, but that | would feel better if | talked to my
doctor. My doctor told me the same thing—no need to alarm, but come in. After hearing the
heartbeat, he had said, | would be more at ease. So | called Soni and told her the situation. She
decided to come with me to see the doctor, and then we’d have a leisurely lunch and day of
shopping for the little one. But first, | was craving a tall mocha frappichino from Starbucks.
Thank goodness Soni coaxed me into going to my appointment first; otherwise, this story may
have ended quite differently. As it turned out, | didn’t have extra moments to stand in line at
Starbucks. Moments after | saw my doctor, | was told to go the hospital. After arriving there, |
was told “something” was going to happen today. When they said it, | knew the doctors
themselves were unsure of what that something would end up being.

As Elliot and | talked about all this, | started tearing up. | remember not feeling scared,
but knowing fear would set in later. | simply didn’t have the time to be scared right then. A few
moments later, without much fanfare, my doctor told me he was pulling the baby out. And then it
happened. | was scared-- scared in a way | never even knew existed until then. | could see it in
Elliot's eyes too, and | knew he was thinking the same thing | was thinking: she didn’t cry. We
couldn’t hear our baby girl cry.

I vaguely remember the doctors saying something about there being mucus and
lamenting that there wasn’t time to give me steroids to develop her lungs. | vaguely remember
my OB saying it was alright though. She was small but strong—feisty was the word he used.
But none of this was registering. Was | underwater? The anesthesiolologist was trying to
comfort me. Did something go wrong? Healthy babies cry as they are delivered. | asked Elliot a
string of babbled questions, or | babbled the questions in my head; either way, he didn’t answer
me. He just squeezed my hand so tight, and stared straight ahead over the partition to watch

them working on her. My head was pounding.
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My first memory of Meghana: when they wheeled her out, and she made everything
clear for me again. As they rolled her out the door, she opened her black fierce eyes, so big, so
fast, just as she passed us. The nurses had already put her in the incubator and were racing her
to the NICU. | wouldn’t get to hold my baby today. | wouldn’t get to kiss her today. And for more
than a week, that moment was the only time we would see her eyes clearly open. But since she
had opened them when it was the most crucial for me to know she was alright, strangely, that
moment was enough for me. She was early and small, but | knew then that she was going to be
alright.

And she was. What followed were seven long weeks in the NICU--she was there for 50
days. She fought the feeding tubes, pulled out her IVs, pulled up off her goggles and stared at
her billi lights for hours on end. The nurses marveled at her tenacity. She was a fighter. Perhaps
because of this, she was incubated for only a day. Her lungs were developed when they
shouldn’t have been. All of her organs in fact were in working order. She was incredibly active,
and began taking my milk less than a week after she was born. It seemed silly, but | was so
proud of her. Was she was fighting the system from day one? Although she made gains
everyday, at 30 weeks and three pounds, there were multitudes of gains to be made. So there
were days that | thought | would just always come to the hospital to visit her...the end never
seemed clearly in sight. We had planned on starting a new life after our baby was born. Elliot
and | soon realized it wasn’t the way we had planned, but it was a new life never-the-less. So we
started our new life as a new family with a new routine. Elliot came every morning and every
evening, before and after work. | would sit with her all day, and in the evenings with him. | started
to make friends during my long days at the NICU, chatting with the nurses and other parents. |
watched as new babies came in with worried parents, long timers left with elated parents, and as
a nurse grew from barely noticeably pregnant to definitely expecting. Things didn’t seem that
bad. Time passed quickly amidst all the people and hoopla of the NICU. It was easy to chat and
hold Meghana, and just believe everything would work itself out.

After a few false promises, Meghana was released from the hospital. We literally couldn’t
believe they were sending her home with us. She was doing well when they released her, but we
weren’t totally out of the woods. She still had trouble “remembering” to breathe. So she came
home on an apnea monitor. We’d become experts on putting the probes on her little chest in just
the right positions and hooking them up to the machine. We heard many parents hated the
monitor, but we loved it. Day and night, awake or asleep, it told us our baby was breathing. We
actually slept peacefully many of those first nights, with Meghana hooked up to the machine and
cuddled in my arms. However, because of the monitor and her general condition, our days were
filled with multitudes of doctors’ appointments, home care nurse visits, consults, and apnea
monitor technicians. Some days it was difficult coordinating a friend’s visit or a simple meal in the
midst of so many appointments.

Yet, with all this being said, | can truthfully say, we were happy. We were incredibly
happy, and joyful as we had our little girl at home. And much to our own amazement, we could
do this parenting thing! We fed her, and changed her, and bathed her, and kissed her, and she
grew and grew. She was a whopping 5+ pounds by now, and | seriously couldn’t understand why
everyone thought she was so small. She was huge to us! And she was such a good baby. She
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made me laugh and smile all the time. She would curl up and sleep in my arms for hours. She
would gurgle and kick and move around in her bassinet like she was gliding through space. |
would strap her in my sling and take her for walks and go over to friends’ homes...she was a
content child. Most of all, she loved her baths. And when I'd give her baths in her tiny tub in the
kitchen sink, and see her perfect little face, | would know | was absolutely hooked. She looked
just like Elliot to me, and he said she looked like me to him. We were giddy; we were so in love
with her. Now | knew, this was where all the clichés came from. We would jump through heaven
and earth and all the fires in hell for her. Meghana had stolen my heart, and her father’s heart; it
was clear we’d never be the same, and we didn’t want to be.

Not that everyday was rosy. There were the mandatory wake-up calls in the middle of
the night. And the big decision to put her on formula after months of pumping because she was
lactose intolerant. And then there was the day that would always stick out in my mind as the
worst day ever. During Elliot’s first business trip since Meghana'‘s birth, the alarm on the monitor
went off, indicating she had stopped breathing. | poked her, as | had been taught to do. And
when she took a deep breath like she was coming up for air and cried, so did I. | had never let
myself go there—to imagine not having her. And in that instant, | was there, and it is somewhere
| hope to never have to go again. | was hysterical. | called the doctor and then Soni, or maybe
vice versa. She came immediately and we took Meg to the doctor. The doctor checked her out
immediately; after some tests, the doctor concluded the monitor needed adjustments to pick up
her more shallow breaths. The technician came out the following day and made the appropriate
adjustments. It had been a really bad scare, and she was fine.

Soon enough the days where we needed the monitor and all of the specialists were
over. Meghana was eating and playing and growing like a normal baby. Elliot’s job required him
to move to Bermuda; we had postponed the move during the pregnancy, and during Meghana'’s
first few months. Now, at four months, we happily moved and settled into our new and hopefully
less eventful life together.

Meghana is one now. We still marvel at her antics daily. Elliot’s job is a lot more relaxed
than it was in the city; he is thrilled to spend every extra moment he has with her. | am thoroughly
enjoying being a stay-at-home mom. After seven wonderful years as an elementary school
classroom teacher, it is infinitely more gratifying to see the growth that takes place in my own
child each day. | don’t know exactly when [I'll return to my career. There are still a lot of things |
would love to do: go back to teaching, pursue a doctorate, maybe even write a children’s book.
But none of these things seem quite as compelling right now as playing blocks with Meghana, or
watching her bounce as | sing her Itsy Bitsy Spider or Humpty Dumpty. I’'m enjoying her now, ['ll
have to figure the rest as | go along. Now | know her unexpected, sudden arrival was a gift.
Every parent is thankful for their child. But after everything we went through, | think it is just
easier for us to be thankful for her every breath. That was her gift to us. She was ten weeks
early, yet not a moment too soon.

The daughter of Panchanan & Sashikala Satpathy, Sangita Satpathy-Lem lives with her husband Elliot and daughter
Meghana in Bermuda.

Before God we are all equally wise - and equally foolish.
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Introspection

Jhinu Chhotaray and Babru Samal

This moment
A remembrance of the union
Between a man and a woman
Twenty five years later
Appears so sweet,
So simple,
So romantic
Appears as if
The troubles of the world
Never touched it.

Twenty five years ago
Lots of wishes and dreams
Greeted it with open arms

Only the couple witness
The storms it has weathered

On the altar
The priest united two people
Of different nature
And initiated this arduous trip
Filled with compromise
And continuous effort to live together

She is the sweetheart
Simple and innocent
Full of endless dreams
Full of forgiveness
The understanding soft spoken
Soul mate

She, the emblem of emotion
He, the statue of reality
Connected like the two ends a pole
One’s tears and heartaches
Have no meaning for the other one

The distance between them enlarges
By the pursuit of wealth
That reins the mind
This insatiate desire
Has no end in sight

She day dreams
What would have happen?
If he was some one else

Then the reality sinks in
The struggle for life goes on
In spite of the differences
In spite of the confrontation
They are inseparable
Like earth and the sky

The union lives on security,
Dependency,
Forgiveness,

Tolerance,
And
Perseverance
Not on show and tell
Not on exchange of expensive gifts

This chariot of coupled life moves on
The path narrows day by day
The gap between the couple narrows too
By the long travel together
By the maturity
By the experience of living

The life is the witness
The consciousness is the judge
The mind is the correction officer
The time is the court
It announces the verdict
It resolves all the problems

Life is still unfulfilled
It needs time to know one’s own mind
It takes time to know each other
It takes time to fill the union
With desire, love and romance

When looked back
This marriage of twenty five years
Appears like a drama filled with
Arguments
Quarrels
Anger
Misunderstanding
Love
Affection
To live and let live
Alone and together.

Translation of the poem of Jhinu Chhotaray by Babru
Samal

The fruit of the spirit is love, joy and peace



A Short Life

Anuranjita Nayak

Deathly silence prevailed ..........

Or was it me, my helplessness seeping out my fatigued brain
Suffocating all the noise around.
Yes there was the busy unit, buzzing with the alarms
The play of decibels made by the gadgets attempting to stretch life beyond the limits.

The world outside was alive with people chatting, rushing to bring, sustain and nourish life.

Behind the screen sobbed a somber heart ......
Moments ago, there was hope, prayers seemed to be answered.
Gradually the family was coming to terms with the unexpected
At home they had begun plans to welcome the newborn.
The crib all ready. Final touches done, the baby's room dressed up in blue of all hues

She dreamt of a naughty toddler and smiled to herself.

He came in rushing to this cruel world defeating every
Effort to stop him .....
He seemed like a champion, did very well,

Till that black ominous hour when her cell phone rang
The voice on the other side was the neonatologist
Who sounded so sparkly and jubilant the other day

But cold and eerie, as he announced the bleed in lungs
She tried to grasp what was told to her

Something wrong with her baby .....

They sounded like loosing the battle "we are doing everything we can"
Won't he live to see the day break?
Yes, he will. Keep faith; after all, he sailed through the trauma of being born.
Hearts pounding, she was wheeled in by her husband to the site
There was a crowd around her little helpless baby

Some familiar faces, some not, some known voices...
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She fought nausea and an impending blackout

Her son still hooked to that vibrating ventilator, shaking frantically trying to infuse life.

Maze of lines, tubes coursing through the tiny body.

He now looked very still, oddly calm, eyes half closed ......
Through teary eyes she looked up at the monitor,
The play of numbers proved life.

The gizmos and chemicals kept the little heart pumping.
She touched the little finger which no longer gripped hers
It was a hard decision to make,

The suffering to the little being was unbearable
Taking a deep breath they decided to let him go,

To set the spirit free.

He looked so peaceful with all those plastics removed
She held the tiny body against her chest for the very first time,
Her dreams melting away in the streams of tears.

The clock showed 8:20 AM, exactly 48 hours from when he had arrived.

Anuranjita is a Pediatrician, currently a fellow in Pediatric Neurology. She lives in St. Louis, MO with daughter Aarushi
and husband Siddhartha.

©Rishav Puhan

Everything that can be counted does not necessarily count; everything that counts cannot necessarily be counted.
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Death of a Shell Collector

Ghanashyam Mishra

It was a very warm October evening. | was exhausted working the entire day in our
yard pruning shrubs and cleaning yard debris. | decided to walk to the beach with a bottle of ice
cold water in my hand. It was a short walk to the beach. A very crimson Carolina Sun was
about to set behind the Sand Castle on the picturesque Sea Island beach. The noise of the
summer vacationers and sweet voices of the little children playing on the beach sand was
missing. The crickets have stopped chirping, but thousands of Monarch butterflies are fluttering
in and out of the swaying sea oats. | was looking for my friend Joe, who usually comes out to
collect sea-shell at this time of the day. | waited for about half hour. There was no sign of my
friend. “May be | will go home and call Joe to go for a bite in the Bohiket Marina and watch the
ever beautiful sunset over the marsh”, | thought.

| walked back home and turned on the TV. The news headline startled me. A bearded
old man has been critically injured in a hit and run accident near the Sand Castle, as he was
crossing the road from the beach. The man carried no identification other than a plastic bag full
of sea shells. He has been taken by ambulance to St. Joseph’s Hospital. “No, it could not be”, |
shouted. | had little doubt that it was my good friend Joe. Calling the Hospital will be just waste
of time. | jumped in to my car and raced towards the hospital.

As | was driving, my thoughts were racing back to early 1960s, when | first met Joseph
Hughes. It was also a strange coincidence, when | got reunited with him a year ago under
unexpected circumstances. It was a warm day like this day in mid-September of last year. |
was sweating after a long walk on the beach, and sat down on the board walk. | was watching
the panoramic sunset on the beach and was gazing at a huge garland of Pelicans flapping their
wings in unison and heading to their nests.

| almost did not notice the semi-bald bearded man sitting across from me and examining
his collection of sea-shells. He motioned me to come to his side. Without looking at me he held
up an exotic shell.” Amigo, | shall prove that there is a Lord, the Great Creator”, he said. “Look
at this magnificent Sea-biscuit, the lettered Olive, the banded Tulip, and this Giant Atlantic
Cockle. It is only the Great Creator, who can create these incredible designs, even at the
bottom of the deep ocean”. | nodded my head and was surprised at his knowledge of the
Atlantic Marine Lives. “How do you know so much about the sea-shells? | asked. ‘It is a long
story’, he continued looking across the ocean. “In my childhood days in India, my family used to
go for vacation to the Puri Beach in Orissa, along the Bay of Bengal, and year after year, | got
fascinated with the enchanting shapes and pattern of sea-shells | collected scattered over white
sand bed along the beach”. “Wait a minute; did you say Puri, Orissa?” | shouted in excitement.
I could not believe, | am talking to some one who has been to my birth place, the place | love
and admire, and the place whose memories are etched in my heart for ever. Now, he looked at
me, and shouted “Mishra Da, Tumi, Ekhane?” | saw the sparkles in his eyes.
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There was no doubt; it was my old friend Joseph Hughes. Joe was my co-worker in
Bengal Coal Company, the largest of the British Coal Mining Companies in the 1950s and
1960s. Joe and | worked in the Chinakuri Mine, located about 20 miles from Assansol in the
Burdwan District. The mine employed 2000 coal miners. The top managers were British, and
the mid-level managers were either Punjabis or Bengalees. Most of the company people
thought | was from Bengal, since | spoke the language fluently. We hugged and embraced
each other. Both of us had tears in our eyes. It was a miracle reunion after more than four
decades. “How is Becky”, | asked. Suddenly, tears came rolling down like a monsoon
downpour. “The Lord called for Becky, long time ago, Mishra Da. | will tell you some other
time.” | did not press any more.

It was a very historic day in my life, when | met Joe for the first time. It was July 1, 1961,
my first day of work as an engineer trainee at Bengal Coal Company’s Chinakuri Mine. | was
told by the manager, Mr. Jacob Hughes, to report for the midnight shift He directed that his
nephew Joseph Hughes, the after-noon shift foreman, will give me an on-the-job orientation
during the shift change. My duties were to clean up fallen rocks and debris from an
underground tunnel that collapsed after a deadly methane gas explosion in 1958. Two hundred
coal miners and several supervisors perished in the explosion. Later on, | came to know that
Joseph Hughes father Bill Hughes was one of the supervisors, who died in that explosion. My
crew consisted of twenty Gorakhpuri laborers and their team leader Bagha Singh. | did not like
Bagha Singh, when | met him at the manager’s office. With his handlebar mustache, and 300
pounds weight, he towered over my 130 pounds physique. Few minutes before mid night, |
descended a 2500 feet mine shaft, and met Joseph for the first time in a dark tunnel to light up
my career path of engineering for the next 45 years. Unlike his uncle, Joe’s mannerism and
mentoring brought me closer to my new friend. Joe helped me in overcoming my low self-
esteem, and my fear of Bagha Singh. In the matter of weeks, | was riding on the back of Joe’s
motor cycle to the Assansol market.

Joe’s father and uncle came to India from Ireland to work for the British Bengal Coal
Company during the Second World War. None of the brothers were college educated, but
obtained coal mine manager’s certificates from England. Bengal Coal Company expanded its
mining operations in the Burdwan District to supply for the railroads and the thermal power
plants. Demand for coal was even more after the war and the early industrial growth of
independent India. Joe’s father Bill Hughes was promoted as the Deputy Manager of Chinakuri
Mine in early 1950s. In those days, the coal company mangers lived in luxurious furnished
bungalows surrounded by flower gardens. There were servants, cooks, gardeners, and
chauffeurs paid for by the company. The Hughes met their first tragedy at the death of Bill
Hughes in a dark tunnel in the Chinakuri Mine disaster. “| was just seventeen years old when it
happened, Mishra Da”, Joe told me once. “But Uncle Jacob was the manager of Victoria
Colliery, and my mom and | went to live with our uncle”. Joe remembers his life as a child and a
teenager was full of good memories. Thanks to the Anglo-Indian community in the Rail Road
Colony of Assansol, Joe had many friends and social activities. His family traveled in first class
coaches in the Assansol-Puri Express for the family vacation and lived in the luxurious Bengal
Nagpur Railway (BNR) Hotel on the exotic Puri beach. Joe fell in love with the unpolluted white
sand, the azure blue waters, the murmuring sea pines and the vast array of Cowry and other
sea shells. It is there, he confided me once that he met beautiful Becky. “Mishra Da, she was
only fifteen, with her curly black hair, dancing eye brows, and intoxicating blue eyes. | felt like in
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Heaven, when | found out her father was the station master at Assansol Rail Station, and they
live in BNR staff quarters. Becky attended St.Maria’s Catholic School, and | was a student of
St. Vincent’s Boys School in Assansol. | kept in touch with her, and her family. My mom, uncle
and aunt, were not very enthusiastic, since Becky Banerjee was Anglo-Indian. Her father was
from England, but her mother was from Calcutta. But finally, our love prevailed. Of course you
know the rest”.

Of course, | knew the love birds. Joe would always talk about his plans for Becky after
their wedding. He was just waiting to pass the mine manager’'s exams. That is where my help
was needed.-to coach him for the week long examination conducted in Dhanbad. Joe was an
excellent worker, a great team leader, but he lacked concentration in academics. It is our hard
work and good luck that both Joe and |, passed the dreaded mine manager’s examination in the
first attempt. Later that fall, Joe and Becky got married. The young couple celebrated their
honey-moon at the Puri beach, their first meeting place. | missed the great event. | was in
West Germany working in a coal mine in the Ruhr coal fields. For a couple of years, we
maintained correspondence. Then the letters came infrequently, and by late sixties, we
completely lost contact. | was in America trying to find a new life for myself.

After our meeting on the beach some four decades later, Joe invited me to his sea-side
villa overlooking the Atlantic. His living room was decorated with all kinds of sea shells, and
shell arrangements. There are glass vases and baskets filled with sea shells, conch shells and
sand dollars. There was a framed black and white photograph of Becky and their daughter
Ashley on the fire place mantel and a colored photograph of his second wife Mary on the
opposite side.

In one of our meetings, Joe narrated the rest of the tragic events in his life. In the late
1960s, there was turmoil in the Indian Coal Industry. Bolden by the communist rule in West
Bengal, the labor force turned violent. The Naxalites used threat, intimidation and sometimes
killing to force the mine management to pay higher wages and recruit trouble makers to join the
work force. The productivity fell, mines closed. And finally, Prime Minister Indira Gandhi
nationalized the coal industry. Even after that the violence continued. On the Christmas Eve of
1969, an unruly mob led by the Naxalites torched General Manager Jacob Hughes bungalow.
The police looked as bystanders as the home burnt down. Mr. Hughes family perished. So
were Joe’s wife Becky, and their five year old daughter Ashley. Joe’s life was spared, because
he was inside the mine.

“This tragedy turned my life upside down”, Joe said glancing at his wife and daughter’s
photograph. “After that, | left the coal mines and went to Calcutta to work for Mother Teresa’s
Sister of Charity. | thought, | will get some healing and peace. It is there, in a Calcutta
orphanage, | met Mary Bennington. She was from Boston, and was doing missionary work,
after her husband died in the Vietham War. Prior tragedies in our lives bonded us together, and
in the summer of 1976, we got married. We lived in Boston, and were traveling the world for
Catholic Charities. For a while, | thought | was happy again. But the Lord had his plans. | lost
Mary to cancer six months ago. Then | decided to move from the cold New England to a
warmer climate. It is Lord’s doing again that | moved to the Sea Island and got reunited with

you. | hope it is my last move.”
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Now, | am at the Emergency Room of the St. Joseph Hospital. | approached the desk
and enquired about the hit and run victim of Sea Island. She told me that the victim had severe
trauma and has undergone surgery. “Mr. Mishra, you say you are a friend, you will do a great
service if you can make a positive identification. He did not have any identification, except a
bunch of keys, and this chain and locket around his neck. And he was carrying a plastic bag full
of sea-shells”. | looked at the pedant. It was Becky’s picture. | told the nurse that | know Mr.
Hughes, his home address in the Sea Island and | can give them his step son’s phone number
in Boston. She led me to the recovery room. Joe’s head was heavily bandaged. He was
breathing through a tube. | could not stand the sight. | returned back with tears in my eyes.
That night, | called Joe’s step son John. He said he will catch the next flight.

Early next morning, | got the dreaded phone call from the hospital. Joe Hughes did not
make it. The great fighter who fought tragedies all his life could not survive the final one. Joe’s
body was cremated after a brief Catholic Funeral Service. John and |, scattered his ashes in a
remote section of the beach. That was Joe’s last wishes. He wanted to stay among the sea
shells marveling about the Lord’s creation of exotic aquatic species. There was magic in the air
as the magnificent crimson Carolina Sun was going down behind the sand dunes. | wished
good-bye to my dear friend, as | wiped tears from my eyes, and headed for home.

Ghanashyam Mishra is a retired engineer. He graduated from Banaras Hindu University in 1961, and retired in 2005
from the US Department of Energy. He and his wife Dr. Manorama Mishra live in Johns Island, South Carolina.

A lie can travel half way around the world while the truth is putting on its shoes.
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You Don’t Want to
Run Out of Money
before You Run

Out of Time.

America Group

RETIREMENT STRATEGY CENTERS
Do You Have Enough:




"AMBITION IS IMPORTANT.
BEING ON THE RIGHT SIDE OF THE LAW IS MORE IMPORTANT"

LAW OFFICES OF AMARNATH GOWDA J.D.

Specialists in :
EMPLOYMENT-BASED IMMIGRATION LAW WITH
CONCENTRATION IN INFORMATION TECHNOLOGY INDUSTRIES

Temporary Work Visas (H-1B1)
Intra-Company Transfers (L-1)
Employment-based Permanent residence (EB)
National Interest Waivers (NIW)

OFFERING A WIDE RANGE OF NON-IMMIGRANT SERVICES

31275 Northwestern Highway, Suite 140, Farmington Hills, MICHIGAN 48334, USA
Phone (248) 932-0630 Fax (248) 932-1909
www.gowda.com e-mail:info@gowda.com
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GAZING THE STARS

Akash Ranjan Pattnaik

Have you ever dreamed about sleeping under the open sky and gazing at the stars? A
chance | had during my last trip to Orissa. With all excitement we reached Cuttack from Delhi by
a train called Rajadhani Express. Many relatives were there in the station to receive us. | was
really getting embarrassed when they were pinching my cheeks. And then we drove to our
village. It's only about 20 miles from Cuttack but it seemed longer compared to covering similar
distance in USA. We had to stop many times on the way. One of them was to eat CHENAPODA
(cheesecake) in a roadside hotel. After reaching home | settled down with cousins, shared gifts
and talked about USA.

All those days were filled with fun. | was excited to play my favorite game cricket with my
cousins and some of the village kids. In the evening we did sneak out to the village shop
(Ganga dokan) to have snacks (bara and aluchop) and mouthwatering AMBASADHA (dried
mango paste). After a tiring day of fun, | laid myself down in the veranda on a hand made mat
(sapa). Speaking of verandas, it's the most important part of the house. In the middle of the
house this is an open place without roof. There you can sun bathe, relax, play, eat, hang clothes
to dry, my Badama even cooks there. That’s like a multipurpose room.

In India you have all the natural entertainment like climbing trees, playing hide and seek
in the backyard, swinging in tree strings, competing in picking mangoes, jumping on haystacks
etc. | found taking a bath in the tube-well better than doing the same in a Jacuzzi. It also saves
energy and water as the used water is recycled to Badabapa’'s garden. When it rains you can
take a shower. What fun!! It was very relaxing to sit in the veranda while enjoying the evening
breeze (as if the AC was on) and watching all the stars in the sky, which | hardly get to see
here. Only | got a similar feeling in my school field trip to local planetarium this year. My cousins
and | counted all the stars and competed to find patterns. Then | remembered my vacation in
smoky mountains in Tennessee where the house we stayed had a moon roof in the bedroom
and that was known as luxury house. In India the people have an open roof area in almost every
house which is not considered as luxurious addition.

That's how my holidays continued and of course came to an end one day. But those
stars are printed in my brain as one of the sweetest memories ever....

Akash is in 3° grade at Pittsfield Elementary School, Ann Arbor, Michigan.

You must be the change you wish to see in the world.
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American Indian Students, College, and Culture

Suchismita Pahi

It was a big surprise to hear Hindi words being shouted from one end of the walkway to
another. | was so taken aback that | had to find who those people were. Then | saw the cricket
match going on right in front of the University of Texas’ main tower. The cricket players were
yelling as loud as they could possibly do and looked absolutely ecstatic with their cricket bats
and balls.

This was my first experience with other American born “Desis” (non-Oriya). University of
Texas at Austin has an abundance of brown people. There are Fresh-off-the Boats (FOB) and
American-Born-Confused-Desis (ABCD). Parts of the campus seemed like pieces of India.

Going to college was finally finding a place where people actually could know and
understand you and your personality. It was the ability to identify with other people because they
have to straddle the same “American-Indian” line that is so hard to straddle

The Hindi, the curry, the shared experiences with cousins you don’t know and extended
family members popping up out of nowhere, the pressure to be a doctor, engineer or just be
amazing; the rasgullas, the mango lassi, and the craving for long Hindi movies that have the
same plot revised in the ten billionth way. Then there was the irritation at questions we thought
were silly, the phone calls we all got around ten o’clock asking if we've studied (while we
actually were studying in the quiet study lounges) and all those other small issues that come
with the American-Indian ground.

Oh, and the ridiculously crazy parties that the Punjabi and Gujarati organizations throw
at least twice a month.

College is a place where both ABCDs and FOBs can mix and mingle and find common
ground. Both parties are confused, trying to find a place, and hopefully a set of friends that will
keep through all sorts of trials. Both parties also have much to learn from one another. They
have so much in common with trying to figure out who they are as a person in both of their
cultures that befriending one another is the easiest way to survive social and academic stress
and pressure.

| thought people were just silly when they said college would be the best time of my life,
but | guess they were right. It is definitely a place where one can explore many different aspects
of religion, cultural values, American society, and history. There is no way people can leave
without learning at least one thing about their own mind.

| believe that going to college is one of the best things for the American Indian teenager.
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It offers a measure of independence and the ability to feel out who you really are. The parents
raise the children as best as they can, but after that it is up to the teenager to find people who
complement their personalities and try to grow more through their own introspection- or
whatever the process is for that teenager.

In the end college actually isn’t the place where kids “go wild, drink too much, have sex,
do drugs, be immoral”. Yes, they might go through some phases, but they won’'t come back
having forgotten everything they’'ve been raised with. Just altering some stuff to fit their
American side as well as their Indian side.

College is the place where most American-Indians figure out what “culture” means to
them as a new generation with no clear-cut path laid out for them to follow. Exactly like the
parent generation- pioneers in their own ways.

Suchismita Pahi graduated from Kingwood High School in 2006 and currently attends the University of Texas at
Austin as a Neurobiology major. She enjoys writing on various subjects including society, culture, politics, and
environment. She is active in multiple campus cultural societies and encourages participation to keep culture alive.

Strom over Grand Canyon,© Biswajeet Puhan

Freedom is not worth having if it does not include the freedom to make mistakes
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Left alone without you

Shashwati Das

You used to be the highlight of my day
Now you seem too far away.

You were the reason | laughed and
smiled.

You were the reason | was an excited
child.

You were always there when | needed
you most.
Now all | want is for you to be close.

| would never want to lose you in
anyway.

Because of the wondrous times we had
everyday.

| always wished that you would never
leave me alone,

| do not want to be stuck in a world
unknown.

| don’t know if | could last any longer
| know | am not getting any stronger.

If | see you just once more,
| will feel happy,
Of that | am sure.

Shashwati Das is 12 years old and attends Folly
Quarter Middle School. She will be in 8" grade
this fall. Her hobbies include gymnastics, dance,
and playing the violin. She is the daughter of
Naresh and Bigyani Das.

Live as if your were to die tomorrow. Learn as if you
were to live forever

The Lotus

Nayna Rath

Oh sweet and divine lotus! Please tell me
how you came to be so lovely.

Oh sweet and powerful lotus! Please tell me
how you became God’s favorite flower.

Oh sweet and mighty lotus! Please tell me
how something so elegant can grow in a
swamp.

Oh sweet lotus! Please tell me all your
secrets,

So | can become as divine, as mighty, and
as powerful as you are.

Nayna Tara Rath lives in Macomb, Michigan. Her
parents are Nirmal and Swapna Rath. Her sister is
Anya Rath. She is in fourth grade at Atwood
Elementary. Her hobbies include reading and writing.
She also loves to dance, and drawing smiley faces. ©

A crust eaten in peace is better than a banquet
partaken in anxiety
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A Wedding Awakening

Ayesha Misra

A\
Aww, mom isn’t that sweet?” | asked as we watched a couple got married on the only
English channel | could find on TV.

“Sure, for Americans, maybe, but it's too simple. You should see the wedding your uncle
will have in a week. That's the whole reason your father and | brought you here for summer
vacation,” replied my mother.

“Yeah, whatever, the wedding is all everyone’s talking about. Can we please talk about
something else for a change? Why can’t Indians have a normal wedding without so much fuss?
If you ask me, I'd really like a topic change. | mean, the wedding is in like 5 days and everyone’s
already been worrying over it. In American weddings, you have the wedding, then the reception,
and it’s done. Nice, and simple, you know!”

The room got all quiet and everyone looked at me like | had just said the most terrible
thing in the world. Finally, my mom broke the silence by saying, “Wait till you see... how much
you will love this wedding. It's kind of hard to explain now, but you will be impressed, just
watch.”

| shrugged and sat there biting my nails, as there was a very awkward atmosphere in the
room after what | had said. You’d think someone had died. My aunts looked at each other and
then went on knitting, amazed that | could have said such a terrible thing. | had the sudden urge
to roll my eyes, but | stopped myself, in case my mom reprimanded me for doing that too (she
says I’'m going through a rebelling phase).

A few days later, people came over to the house for a Haldi ceremony, which, my mom
told me, was a ceremony where everyone puts Haldi all over the groom. My uncle sat in the
middle of the floor and everyone formed a circle around him. If you asked me, | would have
been very apprehensive to have people lather icky yellow stuff on me, but my uncle seemed
excited and happy. Everyone put Haldi on their hands to put on him. They asked me if | wanted
to join, but there was no way | was going to touch any of that stuff. So | stood on the sidelines,
just watching. | had to admit though, it looked like great fun by the looks of joy on everyone’s
faces, and | was about to join in, but changed my mind. That night, as everyone talked about
what great fun the ceremony had been, | regretted my decision a little bit. Somehow, my mom
saw the look of disappointment on my face as | sat quietly, and told me not to worry, for the next
day, there would be fun and games all day long, as that was another tradition of celebration
before the wedding. | shrugged and pretended not to care, because that would mean my mom
was right. But deep inside, | was very excited, and all night | couldn’'t sleep because of
anticipation for the next day’s events.

The next morning, | awoke to the sound of prayer and singing in the Pooja room,

accompanied with the blowing of the conch shell. | would have considered this combination of
those as a racket back home in California, but today, | couldn’t imagine anything more
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heartwarming. | got up, brushed my teeth, and walked into the kitchen. The wonderful aroma of
Puri cooking immediately filled my nose.

After a very tasty breakfast, | helped get the house ready with decorations all day. That
night, people from all over the neighborhood and many family members came to play Antakshri
(Sangeet). It was a singing game, and that night was the funniest night | ever had in my whole
life. Sitting there with all my friends and relatives, it was simply unforgettable. | started forgetting
everything | had against Indian marriages and was determined to enjoy the wedding tomorrow
to the fullest.

The next day was the wedding. | got dressed and watched my uncle, the groom get
ready. It was quite interesting. After a while, the wedding car for the groom came, along with a
band and marriage procession. All the way to the marriage hall, we all danced to the music and
the band played while my uncle sat proudly in the car. Everyone danced and danced until we
reached our destination. At the marriage hall, my uncle and his bride sat around a fire to finally
get married.

This was the first time | actually saw the bride. She was very pretty in her wedding dress.
It was bright and colorful, much prettier than the plain white gown | was so used to seeing.
Finally, my uncle tied the knot with his bride and they were married! And the food! Tables and
tables of food, filled with all kinds of meals and sweets imaginable. It was obvious how much
work had been put into this wedding, the food and decorations and even the minor details. And
it was all done with love. There was a wonderful atmosphere of joy and love in the air, which
was much more contagious and nicer than that of the one in American weddings.

When the marriage procession danced back home, this time with the new bride,
everyone was exhausted yet very happy. Over the next few days, | enjoyed many happy days
with my relatives, and | got to know my new aunt. Unfortunately, it soon became time to return
to America. | was tearful, as were my parents, and it was then | realized how much fun | had at
the wedding and that | would never give up that memory for anything in the world. American
weddings seemed so bland compared to the wedding | just experienced.

After my family was back in California, we got invited to my American neighbor’'s
wedding. At her wedding, | sat on the pews and found myself searching for the same
atmosphere of excitement that had been present in my uncle’s wedding. Even though this
wedding was also very nice with everything in white, representing simplicity, which | also liked,
at that moment | wondered if it wouldn’t be more fun with a little of the glamour of an Indian
wedding. It was then that | realized how wrong | had been before to think Indian weddings were
weird. | finally understood what my mom had been trying to explain to me; they were unique and
special, and like nothing else.

Ayesha Misra (Richa) is an 8" Grader from Aliso Viejo, California and is the daughter of Reena and Manoj Misra. She
is an avid reader and loves dancing to Bollywood songs.

As long as you derive inner help and comfort from anything, keep it.
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Are We Competent to speak Oriya in an Anglophonic society?

Soman Panigrahi

I was once watching an episode of the sit-com “That "70’s Show” when one of the
characters, who was about to become a father, was rushing to the hospital to be with his
newborn child at any cost. The reason for this urgency - to make sure that his child wouldn’t get
mixed up with the other babies who don’t speak English. For some, this may seem as a
completely ridiculous thought, but instances of this thinking are not uncommon in our society
today. With English being the prominent language in North America, many immigrants who
come from non-Anglophonic backgrounds are worried that their own children will not be able to
fit in’ with the rest of the community if they are taught their mother-tongue, and not English.

Contrary to popular thought, there is virtually no possibility of a conflict arising between
learning one’s own language, and learning English. When a child begins his life at
daycare/school, he or she will be at no disadvantage with English compared to the other
children, who are also starting out their lives. After all, no baby is an English-speaking baby.

Learning a language is a family affair and comes naturally to the development of the
human mind. In fact, scientific research states that within their crucial or critical period, a child
can acquire any number of languages in their childhood. Thus, one should never be hesitant to
teach their child their native language as well as English. This being said, the process of
learning a language should never be forceful, for both the parent and child. One scene that
comes to my mind is a diffident child trying to recite passages in Oriya, all the while being
pressed on by his eager mother. I'm sure that this turns out to be quite tiresome for everyone.

Even though | was born and brought up in Canada, speaking Oriya in our household
was always an integral part of our family. It has even come to the point that speaking English at
home is actually quite awkward and uncomfortable for me. Even when my father wants me to
practice a presentation or speech for school, | subconsciously resort to speaking in Oriya, or
sometimes broken English with an Indian accent. | simply cannot bring myself to speak to them
in a language that is foreign to both of us, at home.

My sister’s experience with learning languages is in a league of its own. From her birth
till the age of two, she was exposed to only Oriya, as that is the language spoken at home. Then
she went to an lItalian babysitter, who spoke only a few words of English. Two years later, my
sister was fluent in Oriya and lItalian, but spoke only a few words of English. A number of our
family friends frowned upon this, and were worried that my sister would never fit in at school,
since she could speak so little English. Furthermore, many believed, and continue to believe,
that learning Oriya as well as English would lower ones English comprehension and vocabulary.
Just as they were with me, my parents were not concerned about our ability to comprehend
English outside of the home, and they had no reason to be. A few months into kindergarten, and
my sister could not stop babbling in her newly learnt language — English. She now has one of
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the most extensive vocabularies in her class, and is an avid writer of short stories and poems in
English.

Both my sister and | speak Oriya at home without a second thought. The current
atmosphere is there for a reason. We have many Oriya-speaking family friends, so it is
beneficial to be able to communicate with them in a language familiar to both of us. Among the
Oriya-speaking youth in our community, we converse in Oriya, although English is familiar to all
of us. There are, however, occasional instances where some Oriya parents speak to us in
English, but instinctively we reply in Oriya. This is not to say that English is not allowed in the
home — there is always that phulei or gelhei factor which my sister often attains by speaking in
English.

After becoming quite fluent in spoken Oriya, the next step was to extend my interests to
writing and reading the script. With the help of my parents, grandparents, and a few family
friends | learned all the simple characters in the language, and through occasional practice | am
able to read Oriya at a moderate pace. This skill has allowed me to participate in and contribute
to our community in more ways than one. A few years ago, a number of Oriya’s in the Greater
Toronto Area put on a production of the geeti-natya “Karna-Arjuna”, for the Kumar Purnima,
which my father was co-directing. Because of my proficiency with sound technology, | was
appointed the audio manager, and one of my responsibilities was to cue the pre-recording
music tracks seamlessly into the live dialogue of the actors. This required me to follow the
script, which, obviously, was hand-written in Oriya. The lines in the play used vocabulary and
linguistic structures which are unlike the common ones used at home or day-to-day life - the
language was more sophisticated and formally presented. My father had his doubts about me
being able to understand the language well enough to follow the dialogue, let alone read his
own handwritten script. To make the long story short, the production was effortlessly presented
to an audience who honestly could not tell that a track was being played when the actors’ songs
fit so well into their dialogue. Not only was my Dad proud and thankful of me for this feat, but |
was proud of myself for learning Oriya.

Another major benefit of being able to communicate in your mother-tongue is when you
go to the mother-land. Visiting family in Orissa is no trouble at all, and it is definitely an
enjoyable experience since we know the language. Picking up local colloquial terms is
effortless, and it is useful to fit in to the rest of the population where already one is looked upon
as an outsider. Outside Orissa, for example in Delhi, being able to speak Oriya works as a
wonderful deterrent for sneaky shop-owners who are preying on English speaking foreigners so
they can harass them, and perhaps fetch double the price of their goods. However, when not a
single word of English comes out of your mouth, and all you really seem to be are tourists from
Baleshwar, Orissa, you are treated as pretty much an equal.

| also consider myself lucky to be Oriya. It is unquestionably a more straightforward and
simple language, linguistically speaking, in comparison to Mandarin, Brazilian Portuguese and
most of all English. | have many friends who are struggling to learn the thousands of Chinese
characters to be able to write their native language, and others simply do not know what their
parents are saying to their family friends and relatives, because all they know is English.
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Speaking Oriya is an integral element in being a part of the Oriya community. Not too long ago, |
was watching a recording of ‘Orissa Day’ being celebrated in one of the American

OSA chapters, but | wouldn’t have known they were celebrating Oriya culture if my
parents hadn’t told me what | was watching. | didn’t hear a single word of Oriya being spoken —
or actually maybe | did, but it was pronounced so poorly that it sounded like English to me.

I am very fond of the Oriya culture, and am proud to be able to recognize and familiarize
with the ancient script. For a recent art project on calligraphy and typography design, | brought
in @ manuscript written in Oriya on palm-leaves, and my art instructor was amazed. She had
never seen such a unique and authentic manuscript brought in by one of her students, and she
also took it home for her sister, a museum curator.

The point of learning Oriya is to be able to communicate in a new language, which
happens to be your mother-tongue. No one is expecting you to study Oriya literature, or become
a scholar or academic personality in the subject. Learning Oriya should be something that
comes as naturally to you as learning how to eat. You do so from birth, and you continue to do
so throughout your life. However, you are at no point in your life expected to become a master
chef or win eating contests.

The bottom line is to be proud of being Oriya, and enjoy our heritage. The first step to
get in touch with our roots would be to exercise and immortalize the language. It is an attainable
goal, and should always been seen as one. For those of you, both parents and children, who
are hesitant, try it out, because | am sure you are competent to speak Oriya in an Anglophonic
society.

Soman Panigrahi is a grade 11 student at the University of Toronto Schools. His passion lies in audio and video
production. He lives with his parents Gagan and Sabita Panigrahi, and sister Ineka.

Science without religion is lame, religion without science is blind
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My Orissa & My USA
Selina Mohanty

I like to go to Orissa with my
parents. The things | liked the most is to
play with all my cousins in the sand in front
of my Dad’s house and | liked walking to the
temple with my cousin. | like to listen to
stories from my Grandma at night. She tells
me stories about my Daddy’s childhood.

The things | didn’t like were the
mosquitoes. They were everywhere. That’s
why | had to put a net around my bed.
Some time it is too hot.

One day on my way home from
temple with my cousin, | was very scared
seeing the motorcycle coming right towards
us. When | was going to run out of the way,
my shoe slipped out of my foot. | had to run
and get it. But it was too late. My cousin
knew the person on the motorcycle. He
stopped and said he would take us home.

USA is really a nice place. | have
been to some of the states. | like to go to
Disney land again and again. | like USA
because | am born here and | have lots of
friends here. | love my Sunday “Bal Bihar”
class where | learn my Indian culture and
get to see all my Indian friends. | go to
school and attend church on Monday with
my classmates. | love everything about USA
besides Michigan cold weather. | love to
play in the snow and make snow man but |
hate to bundle up because it is not very
comfortable. | always think which one place
| really like! It is really difficult for me to
decide. | think it will be difficult for me to
decide even when | grew up.

1°* Prize, 2007 Meghna Memorial Award
Winner - Essay Competition Age Group (4-8)

Selina is 7 years old. She lives in Flint, Michigan.

Ms THOMPSON-MY FAVORITE
TEACHER

Aparna Ray

Do you know that Ms Thompson is
my third teacher? Do you know why | like
her the best? That is because Ms
Thompson taught me how to read. She
gives me key words to help me out when |
make a mistake. When | am stuck on a
word, she helps me sound it out. If | still
can’t get it right, she points at the picture on
the page. When | get it right she is very
happy with me.

Ms Thompson sits on a chair to read
us a book. She shows the pages to us as
she reads the words. She reads the book
with expression, especially when she comes
to an exclamation mark.

| like Ms Thompson’s outfits. She
wears matching jewelry. Sometimes she
has flowers on her shirt. That makes her
look pretty.

One time we were learning about the
globes and maps. Ms Thompson asked us if
we have visited any place other than
America. | said that | had been to India
when | was a little child. Then Ms
Thompson turned the globe all the way
around and showed the class where India
was. She told us that when it was day time
in India it was night in America.

| think Ms Thompson likes our whole class
very much. And that includes me too.

Aparna Ray is 6 years old. She goes to kindergarten
in Deep Run Elementary in Elkridge, MD. She is the
youngest daughter of Abhijit and Julie A Ray.

Problems cannot be solved by the same level of
thinking that created them.
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My U.S.A, My Orissa

Swagat Tripathy

I iive in Michigan, USA but my motherland is Orissa, India. Both are amazing states and
| have many fond memories.

In Michigan, it's cold most of the time but in Orissa, it gives you a warm welcome as
soon as you arrive there. Stepping off the plane, you will see the beautifully carved wheels
around the airport. It seems like the airport might just roll away.

| have gone to many temples and sea beaches in the USA but the temples in Orissa
such as Puri -- the temple of Lord Jagannath, Konark -- the Sun temple, Dhauli — a Buddhist
temple, beautiful sea beaches are worth-seeing.

| have seen world famous Niagara Falls, Walt Disney World but Nicco Park easily evens
it out. It is a small amusement park in Bhubaneswar where | have fun going on the rides with
cousins. Compared to zoos in the USA, Nandan Kanan Zoo is cooler. Once a mahout let his
baby elephant kiss me with his trunk!

But my most favorite places are my Grandparents’ houses in Orissa which | miss a lot in
the USA. | have fun sledding, snowboarding, building snowman and snow fighting in US and
also have a blast playing cricket, hide-and-seek, and card games with my cousins in Orissa too.

In the USA, | enjoy friend’s birthday parties and | also enjoy the wedding ceremony and
the thread ceremony in Orissa. All the decorations, music, dancing and food are amazing.

| have also sadly witnessed the death ceremony of my grandfather in Orissa. It was
worth experiencing the rituals performed to make his soul peaceful and happy.

| love the cultural celebrations like Saraswati Puja, Ganesh Puja and Kumar Purnima in
my birth country USA but the rich culture and architecture, beautiful places of my motherland
Orissa are unforgettable.
3" Prize, Essay Competition Age Group (9-13)

Swagat is 11 years old. He lives in Ann Arbor, M.

On every thorn, delightful wisdom grows,
In every rill a sweet instruction flows.
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The Sapphire Pendant
Anya Rath

Mira was hunkered down by an intricate plot. She listened to the Rajah complaining to
the lead maid about the condition of his robe.

“Yes, your Highness. We will see that it is properly cleaned next time.” Ojal’s voice dripped
with humbleness. She backed out of the splendid room, her head bowed. As soon as she was
out of sight, she caught Mira.

“Ojal Didi, please!”

“Stupid girl. | am always doing the cleaning. The one time | trust you...” Ojal groaned
with despair, “Mira, | have raised you from your childhood. Do me a good thing for once.” She
stood up, spun on her heels, and marched off onto another corridor of the extravagant palace.

Mira glared at Ojal’s back. As soon as she was sure Ojal couldn’t hear her, she began
weeping. This was not the life she wanted. She didn’t want to be a maid. She didn’t care that
she was working in the royal palace. She wanted to be like the girls she watched from her
window. Sure, their lives weren’t much better, but at least they got to go outside. They got to eat
the sweets, and fruit. At least they would have marriage. But, she was a lowly maid. Destined
only to stare at the feet of people.

“‘Miraaaaaaaa!” came a shriek ricocheting all over the palace.
The eight year old princess was Mira’s worst nightmare. Paveena had chosen Mira as her
constant playmate.

Paveena waddled up to her, “Come. | want to play dolls. And afterwards you shall make
me some pomegranate juice.”

Mira always wanted to say a loud “NO” to Paveena. But Paveena was the princess. She
silently let herself be led into the princess’s quarters.

As Paveena preened for Mira, she glanced around the glorious room. The walls had
bright colors sparkling on them, with the scent of jasmines drifting in the room. If you stepped
out onto the balcony, you could see peacocks prancing around by a clear pond, where maids
tended a gorgeous array of flowers. Mira glanced around the room again when her eye caught a
dazzling sapphire necklace.

Paveena caught her staring at it, and made a quick plan in her head. She always knew
Mira was unenthusiastic when it came to playing with her. She would use the pendant as a
temptation. She drawled, “Mira, after we play, | shall give you that useless sapphire choker.
Look, | got new doll clothing!” Mira could hardly believe what Paveena was saying. She stared
at the necklace longingly, and then nodded. After what seemed a long afternoon, and stained
red fingers from making juice, Paveena commanded her to escort her to her room.

“‘Here you are Mira. | got it in a goody bag at Princess Iraja’s birthday. | tremendously
dislike her. | want it out of my sight. You are dismissed.” Paveena handed her the necklace, and
Mira left the room quietly. Inside she was jumping for joy. It was the most beautiful thing she
owned. As she carefully tucked it into her bag in the maid’s quarters, Ojal saw it. She whispered



with shock, “Mira, how could you steal?” Mira glared at her, “| am not a thiefl The Princess gave
it to me.”

“Ha, the Princess is known for her greediness. We’ll be punished for having it now, but if
they find it on us, our lives will surely be lost.” “No, it is mine!” “You idiotic child, hand it to me!”
saying this, Ojal proceeded to try to yank it from Mira.

Mira struggled with Ojal. She rolled away from her, and fastened it around her neck for
the first time. Ojal vociferated with anger, and clawed at Mira. But Mira was barely in that world
anymore. As soon as the choker was on her the world became a blur. Her head began spinning,
as she disappeared from the world she called home.

Before Mira opened her eyes, she listened. All she could hear was silence. She groped
her neck for her necklace, found it and squeezed it tightly. So, Ojal hadn’t taken it while she was
unconscious. She was angry at herself, for losing control like that. She loved Ojal like a big
sister. Unfortunately that included the bickering. Finally she opened her eyes expecting to see
her familiar surroundings. First she couldn’t believe it. She was in a white room, lying on some
kind of soft padding. The room smelt anything but flowery. A woman bustled in wearing a
garment that only went down to her knees.

First the women garbled something in a language that she did not understand. Then
Mira said, “What?” “Oh, you only speak Hindi. | said Sleeping Beauty has finally awoken. You
know, the American Disney movie. Get it?” Mira just stared at her in confusion. What did
American mean? Movie? What was this insane woman talking about?

The woman misinterpreted her confusion, “Oh, right. You have no idea why you’re in the
hospital. Well, some college students found you lying by the remains of the Sindoor Palace. You
seemed feverish, and not knowing what to do with you, they brought you here.”

Mira understood only one thing. She was not in the right place. As subtly as she could
she asked, “Who are you? And, what is the date today?” “Well, my name is Komal, and | am
your nurse. And today is June 1 2007.” Mira’s head swam. 2007? “What should | do?” She
wondered out loud. Komal smiled, “Just go back to school. I'm guessing that you were out on
some outings with your friends, and you probably wandered away from your group.”

Mira looked at her incredulously, “I am not from this time! | played dolls with Princess
Paveena just yesterday.” “Queen Paveena has been dead for centuries.” “No, this can’t be
happening. | know I'm not crazy.” As Mira babbled to Komal, the blue necklace glimmered, as if

mocking her.
To be continued in the next OSA souvenir....

Anya Rath is 13 years old, and goes to L’Anse Creuse Middle School North. She loves Indian culture, and English is
one of her favorite subjects. She lives in Macomb, Ml with her parents Swapnalata and Nirmal Rath, and her little
sister Nayna. She is an eighth grader.

The difference between stupidity and genius is that genius has its limits
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The Village Girl

Alyssa Sahu

When the cows are waking
And as the chapattis are baking
A little girl was wishing away
She could go to the city one day
She had arguments with her mom
Stopped only at the time of dawn
Just to go to learn in school
And not to end up like a mule

Soon the village girl grew up
But still drinking out of an old brass cup
All she wanted was to work with computers
Not to work all day with ancient pewter
Soon she was accepted to a little college
But still her mom said college mollege
But the girl still went on to her dream
Determined to become a bright star beam.

Alyssa is 10 years old and goes to fifth grade in
Challenger School. She is the only child of her
parents Bilashi and Manoj Sahu, and lives in *
Cupertino, Northern California. Apart from academics,
she takes keen interest in reading, dance and outdoor
games like soccer.

Be content with your lot; one cannot be first in
everything

UNITY

Saswat Sahoo

It you separate within society,
Everyone will pay.
Because in this world we live in,
Life gets harder by the day.

As everyone gets older,
Our differences truly show.
And if you are divided,
You will never really know.

That every person's differences,
Put together into one,
Make this world a better place,
And sometimes even more fun.

If we all work together,
We can help make a better community.
We are all searching for the same goals,
Strong friendships, happiness and unity.

Saswat is 10 yrs old (a 4" Grader) lives with his
parents Sasadhar and Mamata Sahoo in Farmington
Hills, Michigan. “Saswat is a wonderful writer and a
marvelous Myth solver,” says his teacher Mrs.
Vlahos. MickMorris.com has published his work in
2006 myth writing contest.

Beware lest you lose the substance by
grasping at the shadow.

OSA Souvenir 2007 i




My Family’s Culture

Sanjna Pradhan

My family’s culture is Indian. India is

in Asia. My Mom and Dad are born in
Ordissa. My Grandparents live in Ordissa.
My family lives in Michigan. | have a picture
of my Grandparents at the Taj Mahal. The
Taj Mahal is in India.

| was born in Michigan. My Mom and
Dad taught me Indian culture. | visited India
when | was three. The Indian flag’s colors
are green, orange and white, and there’s a
wheel in the middle of the flag. My family
speaks English and Ordia. India is my
family’s favorite place except for me. My
favorite places are Florida and California.
When | visit India again | will see my Mom
and Dad’s school. Most of my cousins are
in India. Two of my cousins live in
Arkansas. My Mom’s sister lives in
Arkansas. | am my mom’s sister's niece.
Every night my Mom or Dad put me to
sleep, and then kiss or hug me. | am an
Indian and an American.

Sanjna Pradhan wrote this at the age of 6, but now
she is 7. She attends Brookfield Academy, in Troy,
MI. She is the daughter of Drs. Jyoti & Sangita
Pradhan.

Most people say that is it is the intellect which makes
a great scientist. They are wrong: it is character

Some Look Like Others Some
Look Like Me

Darshee Patnaik

Some look like others, some look like me
when | glance in the river who do | see?

My face; all different from everyone | see
Small people, tall people, medium people
too.

Blue, Hazel, Brown, or Green.
Some are mean and some are filled with
glee.
He or she is from France, Italy, or Brazil too
Maybe from India, Japan, as well as
Germany too.

Some look like others, some look like me
when | glance in the river who do | see?
Speaking Chinese or Portuguese’s.

Speaking in different languages and living in
different cultures and wearing different
clothing all around me.

Some look like others some look like me
when | glance in the river who do | see?

Darshee, who is in 410 grade, lives with her parents,
Sourjya & Reena Patnaik, and her little sister Dibya in
Robbinsville, New Jersey.

We are what we repeatedly do. Excellence, then, is
not an act but a habit.
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Dare to Paint

Ankita Mohanty

You have likely been asked what your favorite color is. Is it yellow, red, green? Or is it
the color of your Grandmother's song harmonizing India’s prayer time? Is it the color of a child in
rags, oblivious of his poverty? Is it the hue of his laughter as he bathes in the drains? Do you
remember the color of your feet covered in the dust of the streets, the same as a roti smothered
with ghee? Is that the most beautiful shade in your life? In mine, those colors create a
kaleidoscope for which | view my homes: my India, my America.

Each day, | realize the power | have to see colors previously unborn. All | have to do is
flip the kaleidoscope around, and | have fresh sight for the home | have grown up in. You may
perhaps believe that the colors are different here in America. And you would be
correct...almost. You see, the colors | see here are also made of precious memories. These
colors, when mixed and painted with some heart, tell stories of freedom and open thought. |
have realized that | have the power to paint my homes with any color | desire.

What astounds me everyday is not that | have this fantastic kaleidoscope through which
I may view my homes, but the fact that these colors collide. They startle me with their fluidity.
My Grandmother’s prayers guide me to a freedom my peers in America can only dream of. The
child in rags empowers me; his laughter dares me to change the world. On summer days, |
study the dust wrinkles in my feet before sitting down for a hot roti. These colors are the
connection between my homes; they beg to be painted each day.

2" Prize, Essay Competition Age Group (14-18)

Ankita Mohanty is 18 years old and lives in Mount Pleasant, Michigan.

Rishav Puhan

The tragedy of life is what dlies inside a man while he lives.
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My Aai

Ankita Ray

I had finished my lunch and was just about ready to curl-up next to Aja and listen to my

regular afternoon story. It was the story of a witty thief who pulled off some amazing robberies
but was actually good at heart. It was a story that had started a few years back and | had
become addicted to it. It was fun to sit next to Aja and listen to him dramatize every scene. But
lately | had been missing my daily story, as after lunch, Aai would take me upstairs into the
abandoned room where | would often come to play. The room led to the balcony, which was our
eventual destination.

Summers are usually very hot in Bhubaneswar but that day it was almost unbearable.
So when Aai called me to follow her to that lonely hot room, | resisted by crying and throwing
tantrums. | knew why she took me there every afternoon. And | hated it. Apparently it was to
teach me to read. | was 5 and despised reading. It was so much easier to just sit down next to
Aja and listen to his stories. Why did | need to learn to read? But Aai was determined to do
whatever it took to teach me to read. At 5 years old, | was more interested in pretending to rule
the world than do any of the boring stuff that she forced me to.

Aai would sit patiently on the floor near the balcony door, with her legs spread out, her
sari tucked tightly across her waist, her right hand shading her eyes from the blazing sun and
the left holding the most atrocious book on the face of the planet. | would read one or two
sentences and run away before she could stop me.

That day | was pretending as If | had magical powers. | was pretending to be the ruler of
the world. | was punishing a tiger for eating my poor bunny. My rein over the universe was
interrupted when | heard her call: “Maa eithi Asilu”. | let out a huge groan and stomped over to
her thinking of the world’s best excuses to avoid that painful reading session. She pulled me
over and sat me down on her lap. Then she pointed at the words on the first page. To me it
looked like they were in Chinese. | was very stubborn. | squeezed my eyes shut. Suddenly | felt
her soft hands stroking my head. | opened my eyes and read the first sentence. Then the
second and eventually the whole paragraph. | got so carried away by the book, that | finished
the entire story! When | finished, | looked up at Aai’'s face. Her gentle eyes were brimming with
tears. She let out a little squeal and put her arms tightly around me. That hug made me feel as if
| was actually the ruler of the world and nobody could ever touch me. | felt that in Aai’'s eyes, |
was the best.

As was her nature to share any of my accomplishments with everyone at home, she ran
down the stairs as fast as she could to tell Aja about the seemingly jaw-dropping thing that | had
just done. That afternoon’s feat led to many repetitions of the same graphic description of the
amazing act of her grand daughter’s reading abilities.

When | turned 8 and could definitely read better than that hot summer afternoon, she
started to teach me how to write in Oriya. She told me that if | did not learn how to write in Oriya,
how would she be able to read my letters when | was grown up and lived far away form her?
And | thought it was a good enough reason to learn some Oriya alphabet.
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When | would come back from school, while Aai was visiting us in vacations, she would
always feed me lunch with her hands. Brushing my head the entire time, she would
unexpectedly begin to cry. At night as | would snuggle up to sleep with her, she would sit up and
softly sing those beautiful Oriya lullabies that would make it feel like a garden blooming in the
night light.

| always love to exaggerate my physical pains when Aai is around. It makes her fawn over me
and pamper me as if | was a little child again. She would press my feet or head or just caress
my face over and over with her soft hands telling me that things would get better. Today | feel
selfish as | sit here with all the love and wisdom that she has given me, while she is in India and
her tired feet throb from arthritic pain. | wish | could comfort her and give her back the love that
she gave me, by pressing her feet and reading to her the same books that she taught me to
read.

Ankita Ray is 12 years old. She lives in Elkridge MD with her parents Abhijit and Julie A Ray and her 6 year old sister
Aparna.

Tawas Light house Michigan ©Biswajit Puhan

Few are those who see with their own eyes and feel with their own hearts.
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A Wonderful Experience

Ankita Nayak

I stood there with eyes locked to the paper. As | lowered the paper | could feel my
senses coming back. | took a deep breath to stay calm and took a quick glance at the paper, |
was holding, making sure it was mine. It was DEAD SILENCE. | stared at my smiling mother,
who was standing by the kitchen stove cooking something. | wanted to say | made it in a calm
voice, but instead, | let out a big, "OH MY GOSH! | MADE INTO THE DISTRICT CHOIR", like |
was in the stands wanting the India Cricket team to win.

It started about a week ago. | was sitting in a seat in the music room trying to get a place
(5 places) in the audition list for our school. There were 4 rows having 8 seats each and all the
seats were filled. At the end, there were 8 students including me. As | held my breath waiting
what would happen next, my music teachers were discussing. After one long minute passed,
they said, "Come back tomorrow and we will have made a decision". As | walked out of the
music room and into the cafeteria, all my friends were screaming questions into my face "Did
you make it, did you make it, did you make it?" | simply said | do not know.

The next day | walked in to the music room only breathing when needed. "Okay, so
today we have chosen 5 Students, Rebecca, Alex, Nicole, Cindy, and............. Ankita", said my
music teacher. | squealed making sure only me and my surroundings could hear. | walked out of
the music room waiting anxiously for the next Monday to occur.

| entered the audition stage waiting for my name to be called. "Ankita, your seat is
waiting", said a lady. | followed the lady with a few other students on my tail. We entered a
partially glass covered door which led us to another waiting room with less students. | sat in a
chair in the corner of the hallway so that no one could hear me practicing. | started practicing,
"Are you Sleeping, Are you Sleeping, Brother John, Brother John, Morning Bells are ringing,
Morning Bells are ring," | stopped. | looked up finding myself staring into a lady whose hand was
pointed toward the door. | got up and walked into the little room.

| walked out of the room with butterflies in my stomach. "Awwwwww.....", | groaned
thinking about what | did back in the tiny little room. | think | did okay on the melody tune
compared to how bad | did on the rhythmic pattern and sentencing. | did pretty well on the song.
| walked out of the door and into the main area where | first entered. My Dad got up from his
seat and joined me in my walk out the door. | pushed the door in frustration and walked down
the steps and into the car. "How did it go?" , said my Dad in an unsure voice "Okay, | guess, |
will have to wait till the results come out on Thursday", | said in a gloomy voice.
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It was Thursday afternoon and | just came back from school. | reached into the mailbox.
| was scanning through the mail when my eyes stopped at a letter that said from PISD to Ankita
Nayak. | rushed to the house and closed the door with a loud thud! "MAMA MAMA",| screamed.
"l got a letter form PISD and | bet it is the choir results". "Let me see", she wiped her hand on
the towel and took the letter from me. "You did well on the melody tune and you did perfect on
the song and just went off on the rhythmic pattern, But...... ". "Hugh", | sighed. "But you made it!"
| could not believe my ears, "WHAT?" | said. "You made it!" squealed my mother. | took the
paper from her and read it. After maybe a minute passed, | screamed in the loudest voice that
shook the whole house.

Every practice we had on Monday, we spent one and a half hours singing for a big
performance on February 16, 2007. We were privileged to come and sing for 1000s of music
teachers across the state (TMEA) Texas Music Educators Associations). This Performance
was held in San Antonio on a School Day. After our big performance we got many offers to sing
in many great places.

In August, all 42 schools sent about 5 children to audition for this music program. ONLY

90 children got selected. | fell honored to be part of this excellent music program. | thanked my
friends who supported me and my family for making this possible!

Ankita Nayak is in the 5th grade and lives in Plano, Texas.

Intellectuals solve problems, geniuses prevent them.
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My Orissa, My USA

Aradhya Rajanala

Monday morning: 8:15 --- | am in school saying “| pledge of Allegiance, to the flag of
the united states of America, and to the republic for which it stands, one nation, under God,
indivisible with Liberty and justice for all.” That is my America — not my adopted homeland.

| don’t think that we can call America our adopted homeland. After all, we say the Pledge
of Allegiance everyday in school!! We take care of it and it takes care of us. How can we call
America our adopted land?

Orissa — this is the land where | was born, my Aaii, my Tata (Grandpa), my Nanama
Grandma) live. | love being in Orissa where | am pampered a lot. | get Tinkles, candy and good
food everyday. America and Orissa are like two hands to clap in joy.

| visited Orissa on May 9, 2006. First, we went to Dehli and saw the India Gate. Then, |
went to Bhubaneswar. All of my families live there. That's the main reason | was happy. The
main language is Oriya, even though we also speak Hindi. Usually, there are lizards on the wall.
Once, | tried to catch one!!

| was irritated when | saw that people and kids had to beg for money. | hated to see them
suffer. | don’'t understand why people had to beg. After all, every country is free and people
should have enough money to keep them going.

Sometimes, | watched cricket on television and cheered the India team on. | also
cheered the Pistons in Michigan for NBA.

America and Orissa, though different, are both very special. | am proud to be an Indian
American. In the same breath | can say God bless America, my home sweet home and Vande

Utkala Janani.

2" Prize, Essay Competition Age Group (4-8)

Aradhya Rajanala is 8 Years old. He lives in Ballwin, MO

Only morality in our actions can give beauty and dignity to life.
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Mixed Feelings

Anya Rath

Five days a week, | say the Pledge of Allegiance. As | say it, | can’t help but wonder...
am | lying? | think of India fondly, even though | am an American citizen. | will defend India when
it comes to things like job transfers. | am all out for India. Yet, | am a mixture of both cultures. |
dress in red, white, and blue on July 4" | wear my my traditional restrictions. However, | know
that | can knock all these restrictions down, without a care in the world, but | don'’t. | cling to my
culture and religion, because | am proud to be a Hindu and Oriya.

| love the Oriya community. It's so hard to explain it. | know about most of the lehenga or salwar
/kameej for Rath Yatra. | know more about how George Washington surprised the Hessians,
than | do about Indira Gandhi. | do all the common American rituals, but | also do my Indian
things too.

Every time | go to a birthday party, | have to explain why | can’t eat beef. | always try to explain
Kumar Purnima to my friends, and | always struggle to do so. There are so many different
procedures that | follow. But | do rebel. | do whine when my Mom calls me to wake up for
temple. | do get upset about all the problems set forth by people since my childhood. | have my
own group of friends. It's almost like a second family. | know my Oriya well, but I'm hesitant to
speak it in public. | am always talking in English, even in response to an Oriya comment or
question.

| eat Indian food every night for dinner, and American food for lunch. | am a mixture, of both
cultures. It’s a feeling you can’t put into words. It’s a special feeling to be a blend of two cultures.

1° Prize, 2007 Meghna Memorial Award Winner - Essay Competition Age Group (9-13)

Anya Rath is 13 years old. She lives in Macomb, Ml

The world is a dangerous place to live; not because of the people who are evil, but because of the people who don't
do anything about it.
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Experience is the Best Teacher

Upasana Senapati

Experiences are like a potter's hands, molding character while it spins as a clump of
clay on a rapidly turning wheel. As the wheel spins, life goes on. Some clumps of clay are not as
easily molded as others. | believe that experiences represent the culmination of a person’s
beliefs and attitude in life. | am grateful that my experiences in India have shaped my goals and
my outlook on life.

In India, for example, poverty is rampant. Since my father formerly worked for an NGO
aiding destitute single mothers and their children in India, | was privileged enough to visit the
site and fully understand the extent of poverty. There, | saw hundreds of women who could not
provide for their starving children, watched their children hopelessly suffering from ilinesses, and
feeling humiliated about not knowing the identity of the chidrens’ fathers. Pregnant women wore
fearful expressions because they felt desperate as they were bound to an unpromising future.
Simply hearing their stories opened my eyes to how necessary it was for me to change their
destitute state. | thought of the vicious circle they lived in and how their children and the
grandchildren would continue to live in suffering. If | could help one person become an
independent and productive member of society, | could stop generations of poverty to come.

It is commonly believed in today’s society, getting “molded” is a sign of weakness. Being
affected by your experiences has negative connotations. However, every experience should
affect you, whether it involves continuing working towards your goals, or avoiding past mistakes.
In essence, every moment should teach you something. Our experiences in life should prompt

us to take action. Staying in touch with one’s own feelings and empathizing with others will
make us stronger and more determined to act.

1% Prize, 2007 Meghna Memorial Award Winner - Essay Competition Age Group (14-18)

Upasana Senapati is 15 years old. She lives in Troy, Ml

Weakness of attitude becomes weakness of character.
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The Best Grandpa Ever
Sanket Mishra

Think of a 74 year-old man sitting in
an armchair reading a book, any book. Meet
my Grandpa. Born in India, as a child my
Grandpa was a natural reader, but it wasn't
his school books. It was always some type
of mystery or adventure book. He also did a
lot of running and exploring, just like his
favorite character, Huckleberry Finn. His
favorite books as a child were Huck Finn
and Robinson Crusoe.

As a child he had a very hard life. He
lived around the time when India was
struggling for its independence from
England. They also had no electricity where
he lived. He had to do all his work in oil
lamp lights, and he didn't do very well in
school. Also, when he was 12 years old, his
father died. But he pulled through and went
to Revenshaw College in 1948 and
graduated in 1952. He worked as an auditor
for the Accountant General's office. He also
went on to work in the Secretariat, and
Bharat Heavy Electrical Limited. After he
retired he worked as a joint secretary for the
Red Cross, and helped save thousands of
lives in cyclones, earthquakes, and other
disasters.

Now that he has retired my Grandpa
has many hobbies. His hobbies include
gardening, repairing work around the house,
he is a do-it-yourself person, and he loves
to do anything and everything. If you went to
visit him you would see a tall, slim man, with
thick black glasses. He has a shiny bald
head with some white hair.

He is a very caring man. He has a
temper but he cools down really easily, and
he loves to make somebody's day. He is

really helpful for a lot of things, especially
homework. | remember when | was really
little, and | was learning the alphabet. |
couldn't get it right, but my Grandpa was
patient and helped me learn it. He shows a
lot patience when someone doesn't
understand something. Its one of the great
qualities that he has.

My most fond memories are from the
times | used to go on picnics with him. They
were usually on beaches along the coast of
the Bay of Bengal. | remember when | was
on a beach and was sliding down huge
sand hills, and fell into the water. | was five,
and | didn't know how to swim, so my
Grandpa went into the water going against
the 4-foot waves, and pulled me out. | was
really scared. So he bought me an ice
cream cone. | also remember when there
was a cyclone in 2000. It was massive.
Trees fell on our house and everything.
Since the house was made of cement, it
held and no one was hurt. | was pretty
scared, so was my little cousin, so to take
our minds off of it, my Grandpa made little
paper boats and put them on the water. The
water was pretty deep, especially on the
porch. It certainly helped, and to top it off,
we had crab for dinner.

My Grandpa is an important person
in my life. Everyone says that me and him
are very much alike. We do have a lot in
common, which is good for me because of
the qualities that he has. [l always
remember him for who he is, not only as a
moody gentle man, but also as the best
Grandpa ever.

Sanket Mishra is a student of Grade 6. He lives in
Eagan, MN

Once we accept our limits, we go beyond them.
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ABCD or FOB?

Mrunali Das

American-Born-Confused-DeSi or Fresh-Off-the-Boat? Isn’t that the ultimate question
as an Indian here in America? It is a question that each of us must ask ourselves. Do we
attempt to destroy any sign of our heritage or do we take every chance to show it? | wonder
about my status constantly. There will be times where | am ashamed of my heritage, while other
times it fills me with pride. There will be times where | am happy to live in America, while other
times | miss India. It is the ultimate conundrum.

| am asked to defend my Indian heritage in America, but | am also asked to defend being
an American in India. | long for India’s simplicity in America, while | long for America’s advances
in India. My loyalty is divided. My sometimes deplorable Indian accent has never escaped the
scrutiny of my relatives in Orissa. While, some of my friends in America tease me about how I'm
so “Indian” because | do Odissi, play sitar, have many Hindi CDs, and watch Hindi movies often.
Yet at the same time, the same relatives resent me for having a cell phone at age 14, and some
of the same friends envy the fact that | go to India every 2-3 years. These contradictions make
life complicated.

In terms of cultural differences, the one major difference is respect. In Indian culture, it is
typical to show respect towards an elder, while that is not as common in America. On the other
hand, Americans are willing to respect someone’s differences. My Indian side and American
side will conflict on certain issues because of the difference of respect.

As for being an American with an Indian heritage, | am neither a FOB nor an ABCD. | am
simply Indian.

3" Prize, Essay Competition Age Group (14-18)

Mrunali Das is 18 years old. She lives in Maryland.

There comes a time when the mind takes a higher plane of knowledge but can never prove how it got there.
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My Orissa

Saswat Sahoo

I was born in Rourkela and traveled almost all places across the state of Orissa. | loved
every bit of my life in Orissa, when | went to Orissa in vacation. There always was a difficulty in
living first a few days in Orissa. At the beginning, it was a big shock for me. But later | started
realizing the fact that Orissa has been a tranquil state, which lived in itself. For various reasons,
it never was a point of discussion for the people outside.

My Orissa lies along the eastern seaboard of India, south of Bengal. Its main attractions
are the temples of the capital Bhubaneswar, the long sandy beach at Puri and the great Sun
Temple at Konark. These three sites make a convenient and compact triangle. Orissa is
predominantly rural, with fertile green coastal plains rising to the hills of Eastern Ghats. The
state is mineral rich and is a big exporter of iron ore, with a large factory at Rourkela. The
Oriyas, 25% of whom are indigenous tribal people, are particularly friendly and hospitable.

We play ball, tag, and hide-and-seek. Kabaddi is very popular. Now a day, Cricket is
also played as well. As we live now in USA, sometime we are missing these games to play here
like Orissa.

| went to Puri, which is one of the most important pilgrimage centers for the Hindus. The
temple with its elaborate carvings and moldings are very fine examples of Kalingan architecture.
The one of the most Hindu festival is Ratha Yatra of Jagannath in Puri. It attracts visitors from
all over World. Images of Jagannath, Balabhadra and sister Subhadra deities are taken from the
Jagannath temple to a country house about 2 miles away. | visited the finest temples - Lingaraj,
Rajarani, Mukteswar, Brahmeswar and Parasurameswar. These temples are some of the best
specimens of the Orissa Temple Architecture. | saw the Ashokan Edicts at Dhauli Hills,
Bhubaneswar. On top of the Hill, near the ancient rock edict is a Peace Pagoda (Shanti Stupa).
| saw the beautiful Sun Temple at Konark, that built in the 13th century in honor of the Sun God,
contains exquisite carvings, elephants and lions and, colossal figures of warriors on horses,
scenes of battle and chase - all carved with great imagination and skill, testifying to the high
standard of ancient Indian art and engineering skill. | also visited UDAIGIRI CAVES; it is 10 kms
west of Bhubaneshwar, which were occupied by the Buddhist monks as early as the 2nd
century BC.

My Orissa is really famous for the highest excellence in the arts. The Sun Temple at
Konarka is considered to be a particular Orissan masterpiece. There is a rich culture of wall
paintings. They paint geometric motifs on their walls. The subject of many textile paintings is
limited to religious themes like the story of Krishna. That’s why | love my Orissa very much.

2" Prize Essay Competition Age Group (9-13)

* Sawat is 10 yrs old (a 4" Grader) lives with his parents Sasadhar and Mamata Sahoo in Farmington Hills, Michigan.
“Saswat is a wonderful writer and a marvelous Myth solver,” says his teacher Mrs. Vlahos. MickMorris.com has
published his work in 2006 myth writing contest.

The most incomprehensible thing about the world is that it is comprehensible.
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Poetry Sestina
Mrunali Das

| hide within my poetry.
| reveal thoughts and feelings,
That | wouldn'’t tell anyone face to face.
They link the reader to my very soul.
They are windows to my heart,
If the reader truly thinks.

To understand, one must think.
One must think to understand the poetry.
The poetry must be felt.

The problems the authors face,

The very essence of their souls.
And the link between two hearts.

The poetry provides a connection heart to heart.
Together, reader and writer feel and think.
The true art of poetry,

Is the expression of feelings,

Without looking at a face.

The connection between souls.

The reader’s and the writer’s souls,
Both of their hearts,
All of their thoughts,
Are conjoined through poetry.
They share the same feelings.
The same problems are faced.

The disappearance of face,
Allows two souls to connect.
They see each other’s hearts.
So that they can think,
About the shared poem.
The comprehension of feelings

The comprehension of feelings,
Without the use of faces.
An understanding of two souls,
Two different hearts,
Each one thinks about the other’s thoughts,
All because of a poem.

My poetry lets me hide my feelings and my face on a piece of paper,
And that makes way for a connection of soul and heart to let you understand my thoughts.

Mrunali Das is a 9" grader in River Hill High School in Clarksville, Maryland. She was first introduced to sestinas by her friend. A
sestina doesn’t rhyme. It revolves around 6 words that must end each line in the following pattern. 1-2-3-4-5-6/ 6-1-2-3-4-5/5-6-1-2-
3-4/4-5-6-1-2-3/3-4-5-6-1-2/2-3-4-5-6-1. The last two lines must contain the six words with the first line containing words 1, 2, and 3,
and the second line having words 4, 5, and 6.

It is easier to denature plutonium than to denature the evil spirit of man.
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My Identification in USA
Chandan Y. Sahu

Whenever | look at a picture of myself when | was a baby, | wonder if | am an
American, or an Oriya. Since | am both, | am part of the great “Melting Pot”, which is otherwise
known as the USA. Here, all the cultures combine to form one massive country of rich diversity.
Here there are Hindus, Italians, Christians, Roman Catholics, Greeks, Russians, and people
many more countries and sects. | live in a Melting Pot in where immigrants of every color and
background are mixed together.

When | visit Orissa, | feel very different in my relatives’ house. | feel as if | am in a whole
new world of great culture and heritage. In India, my Grandma always goes to the temple in
every morning, does Puja at home, and makes a nice breakfast of crispy PITHA and warm ALU
BHAJA. At her house, anybody can come, eat, relax, and talk. There are no restrictions. There
is always someone there to talk with. There is also no restriction for any food coming from
anybody’s house. There is a feeling of total freedom. As a part of Orissa, we do the same thing
here.

In my devout family, not a single day passes without a Puja of some sort. The gentle
tinkling bells fills my ears as | wake up in the morning. Here also, | am fortunate to be exposed
in music, Chinmaya Mission, Geeta Chanting, Ratha Jatra, Lemont Temple, and frequent trips
to India. We are also very crazy about Indian arts, food, and culture.

I am 11 years old. | am very proud over here to maintain my culture, and legend, within
the Melting Pot. | feel | preserve the culture more effectively than other Indians living in India,
who may get distracted over new technology, and western ideas. The funny thing is that some
people are very addicted to western culture. Villagers wear jeans, die to eat burgers, and love to
watch the Opera show. So what’s going on? When | am trying to be Indian, people on the other
side of the world want to be American.

Despite the challenge as an American, | will create a success story. Indians should be
recognized as valuable citizens in this country. Here, we should all strive hard to preserver our
great art, cuisine, culture, and above all, spiritual heritage. Overall, as an Oriya, | am very proud
to be in the Melting Pot of America.

Chandan is the son of son of Gangadhar and Madhusmita Sahu. He lives in Naperville, IL

7o live in the presence of great truths and eternal laws,
to be led by permanent ideals -
that is what keeps a man patient
when the world ignores him,
and calm and unspoiled when the world praises him.
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Questions

Sarita Mishra

0verhead speakers shriek in annoying, nasal tones:

“Ladies and Gentlemen, we are approaching the Detroit metropolitan area; at this time, please
pull your tray tables / chairs upright. We thank you for flying Rip-off Airlines. Have a lovely stay
in Detroit and be sure to fly with us again”!

(scrushh, fizzle). The mike collapses, clumsily.

Passengers begin to shift in their seats, ready for their respective ‘get-the-heck-outta-here’
modus operandis.

“Here we go”, thinks Sanjalina (Sanju to her family and friends). She sits, not stirring as
the plane comes to full stop. Passengers scurry to get their bags. No point, she muses. We’re
stuck here for at least 10 minutes, if not more. She’s right. Monsieur Pilot provides word up (as
in): stuck on the tarmac, we’re the next ones in. Sanju looks out her window seat to view the
concrete. Here we go (she thinks again).

Sanju’s in town for her umpteenth OSA Convention. Mixed feelings pervade. Every year,
Sanju wonders whether it's worth going. At that moment, a request comes through. Can she
help organize a panel and / or present? As a teenager, she was part of cultural programs and
helped organize youth seminars. She has no desire to say “no”?! OSA holds good memories.

She enjoys participating in panels and cultural programs. She loves this opportunity to
engage while saddened by actual turnouts. The cultural programs have featured prominent
artists all over the world while showcasing enormous talent her community has right here, state-
side. So many more people should see this, says Sanju to herself; each and every time she
views such greatness.

These days, few from her generation are present to attend / participate in Convention.
Sanju ‘gets’ it as marriages have taken place, babies are being born. She, herself makes
headway in her industry although so few from her community (if any) bother to ask about her
accomplishments. After all: Sanju is not married, does not have kids. More or less, in all Indian
communities; the ultimate measure of acceptance is: Marriage. Children (even for those who
it's not working out for). Our community rejects those who do not fall into “Formula” and does
not support those who fall outside straight and ‘box-like’ norms.

Sanju’s hope for future generations is the acceptance of ALL individuals and their
respective realities. Can we, as a community be free of judgments? Sanju muses. Seriously:

CAN WE?
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Are we ready to help one another regardless of gender and circumstance? Are we truly
here to help one another? This is what an annual gathering must be about. Not about status,
pretty saris, whose kid did what. Let's engage and embrace one another as a COMMUNITY.

Such are the thoughts swirling in Sanju’s head.

Times are changing. Sanju grew up with exposure to Convention. To this day, she
coordinates with her parents “Are you going this year”?

While Sanju decides whether to go or not, she asks herself

Who will be there? What is there for me? A slew of aunties and uncles asking when [’ll
get married, have kids? So many questions and all without finding out who we are as actual
individuals. This is not the energy Sanju wants to mingle with as there exist far too many
comparisons and judgments within this community she grew up with. Is the environment
supportive? Empowering? Sanju feels for the most part, the answer is “No”.

She has been there, done this before. Sanju’s hope (with many of her generation) is that
the energy of Convention continues as more opportunities for sincere engagement present
themselves for her generation and beyond. There is that Hope that this reality will be; as we
Love and Thank our previous generations for lighting our Way.

Sarita Misra was born in Orissa and raised in the U.S. She is a public relations specialist in Boston, Massachusetts
who has been involved in numerous OSA Conventions.

| 4

(©Sanujeet Puhan

Everything that can be counted does not necessarily count; everything that counts cannot necessarily be counted.
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The Jungfrau

Ananya Mishra

Standing on the pure snow
Of Jungfraujoch

| see the bleak, icy peaks
Towering above.

Eiger, Monch, and Jungfrau
The ogre, the monk, and the young maiden.
| wonder how it would feel
To be the young woman,
Out to milk the cows,
Stumbling upon a beast instead.

Forever running from the ogre
Always frightened, never secure.
The Aletsch Glacier
Enormous, creeping, fatal river of ice
Extending below us.
| cannot run too fast, too far
For fear of falling into that icy snare.

The Capuchin monk, dressed all in brown,

Will stop the ogre from advancing.
Standing grim and frowning
Between my enemy and I.
Never letting him approach too close
To mar my tender innocence.
The ogre won't dare hurt a holy man.

Now | stand here frozen in time
Snowy grandeur all around me.
People come and people go.

Do they ever stop to think?
| can never go home to my simple life
What a sad fate is mine.

Jungfraujoch, at 14,000 feet high, is the highest railway station in Europe.

Ananya, daughter of Snigdha and Srikanta Mishra, is a freshman at McNeil High School in Austin, TX. She loves to
read and write, and is also taking Hindustani Classical Music and Bharatanatyam lessons.

All such action would cease if those powerful elemental forces were to cease stirring within us.
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MY EUROPEAN VACATION

Anshuman Mishra

Last summer we had great fun. We went on vacation to Europe. We spent two and
half weeks in Switzerland, Austria and Germany.

We stayed in a little village called Lauterbrunnen, which means “Many Springs”. Itis in
a small alpine valley. From there we took a little red train to the Swiss Alps to a place called
Jungfraujoch. It was right next to the Jungfrau, Eiger and Monch mountains. These mountains
were named after a story. This is the story. A long time ago, an ogre was chasing a young
maiden. In the middle of them a monk stood protecting the young maiden. In Swiss German,
Eiger means ogre, Jungfrau means young maiden, and Monch means monk.

My sister and | had a snowball fight on the Aletsch Glacier. Then we slid down the
glacier near the Jungfrau and Eiger mountains on snow disks. The sliding path was 200ft long
and had a big bump in the middle. It was really exciting! Then we visited the Trummelbach falls.
There are ten falls inside a mountain and the water comes from melted snow. We rode a cable
car inside the mountain to see them. It was very cold and scary. There was only a small railing
between you and the falls, which were very cold and fast. They looked deadly.

After a few days we went on a boat cruise in Germany. We went down the Rhine and
saw dozens of old castles on the banks. We explored Marksburg castle. (See the picture
below.) It was awesome! It was on a hill above the river Rhine. It had coats of arms
everywhere and gigantic cannons on the towers. You should have seen the armor collection.
There was armor, hundreds of years old, dating back to the Roman Empire. It was awesome!
The walls were made of huge stone blocks and people could only ride inside on horses.

In Mainz (also in Germany), we saw a very old cathedral built in 975A.D. It had a
treasure chamber filled with things made of gold, silver and jewels. We also visited the
Gutenberg museum. Johannes Gutenberg made the first printing press. We saw many old
printing presses, Gutenberg’s first book and many really old books in different languages.
Some books were hundreds of years old and had been written, drawn and painted by hand.

In Austria we stayed in the capital city — Vienna. There we saw Schonbrun palace. It
was gigantic and very fancy. Mozart played the piano for the Emperor and Empress of Austria
(the Hapsburgs) here when he was 7 years old. It had beautiful paintings, fancy furniture and
lovely gardens with mazes.

We also went to see the famous Kunsthistorische museum and saw old Greek, Roman

and Egyptian artifacts. The mummies and their cases were the best things ever. There were
many paintings and statues too but | got tired after a while.
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We went to see the Hundertwasser Haus. It is an apartment building with big trees
growing on the roof. Every floor has a different color and shape. The fountains at the base are
made of mosaic tile. When | grow up, | am going to live in an apartment in the Hundertwasser
Haus and drive a cool Smart car. | will have to learn to speak German like my parents.

Then we came back to Switzerland and stayed in Zurich. We met old friends of my
parents. We also saw where my parents used to live and the hospital (in Wettingen) where my
sister was born. We went to a Swiss village called Apenzell where the houses are covered with
paintings of flowers. In the road there was a spinning circle, which was mysterious.

We drove to Germany again to visit a castle called Neuschwanstein. It was built by
mad King Ludwig of Bavaria and is completely white. We crossed from Austria to Germany at a
town called AU. Snow white’s castle in Disneyworld is a copy of Neuschwanstein. It rained
hard on the way back and we got lost in Germany. It was an exciting adventure although | slept
through some of it.

The cheese in Europe in really good and so is the ham. The fish is really fresh and
good. The apricots and cherries are sweet and | can now drink iced tea. | did not like the
pizzas much because they did not have much sauce but my parents loved it. | am definitely
getting my parents to take me back to Europe soon. It is really a great adventure!

Anshuman, son of Srikanta and Snigdha Mishra, attends 2" grade at Pond Springs Elementary School in Austin, TX. He learns
Karate and Hindustani classical music, and loves to read mysteries and books about space.

Anger dwells only in the bosom of fools
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Opportunity

Lipsa Panda

Opportunity is a road,

On which there are some branches.
The road you choose,
Means another to lose,

And yet one to take your chances.

The road that you take,
May be brittle or bitter.
It may be barren or brutal,
Or caustic or crucial.
The guarantees you will glitter.

You may see a road,

That is displays perfection before you.

But this only means,
Folk have fixed up the greens,
And many before you went through.

That is lousy with vines.
But this only means,
You see untouched, innocent scenes,
And you do not need to pay tolls and
fines.

You may feel, at times,
Like a fallen bird.
At times, you will be cold.
And then you’ll turn bold.
A new sense of purpose, stirred.

Opportunity is a road,
On which there are many branches.
The road you choose,
Means one to lose,
And yet another to take your chances.

Lipsa Panda is a 15 year old from Syosset, NY who
has just completed 9th grade.
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REFLECTIONS

Bagmi Das

The water reflects the fierce noontime sun, making it dance whenever a breeze
happens by. It moves perfectly to the “Dhadak Dhadak” playing on my iPod as the water settles
down into stiliness. | watch the pinpricks of sunlight float on the miniature waves and | am at
peace. The pond smiles back at me in its serenity.

| come here now and then to hear the dead grass rustle as history embraces me. It is a
rarity that one can find peace in this tumultuous world. We are muddled everyday with so many
meetings, rehearsals, and responsibilities that we cannot take time out to think about where we
have come and how we have gotten here.

In 1957 and 1963 two separate miracles happened. My father was born in Sahada-
Sabrang and miles away, my mother was born in Haldi Basant. They would not meet until 1986
until fate brought them to IIT Bombay and hit them with the bonds of marriage. The in-between
years seem somewhat insignificant in the big picture. America, a few years later, is what came
to define them. Today, they have well-paying and secure jobs, three daughters, and a beautiful
home. “Arey va’ and “Shabash” mouth the aunties and uncles when they walk into the foyer.
They see me, studying in Carnegie Mellon, and my sisters, one spell-binding on her sitar and
the other one pretty and spirited. Everything seems perfect.

For me, it is those mystery years that matter. It is those years that shine behind my
parents’ smiles and fill the bedtime stories | was told as a child. Tales of school punishments,
snakebites, and hardship are interspersed with comments of the genuine relationships built and
getting ready for holiday celebrations. | can see the happiness that my parents absorbed in their
childhood. Yet, it is this that they hide from us, disguising the joys of their pasts in the successes
of the present.

Lilting laughter fills the air as the children play by the village pond. A little boy washes
himself in the brown water and stomps his feet to splash around him. His mother scolds him and
he runs farther into the water, turning back when he realizes that he cannot swim yet. He knows
that he is his mother’s favorite, mischievous as he may be. His brothers come home from school
and play with him some more and as he grows, he returns the favor to his younger sister and
brother. In these older years, he runs free around the village, playing gulli-danda with all the
others and squeezing in some time to do homework, depending on his mood. He struts to the
bazaar, dreaming of his future and how great he will become. Every morning he wakes up and
does pranam to the deities in his home and continues the tradition before dinner, when he sings
bhajans with his brothers. He is a mama’s boy from the beginning and wants to make her proud.
After years of schooling, he finally goes to Bhadrakh College and watches his mother beam as
he moves on from there to a well-respected position at [IT Bombay.

A lifetime away is a little girl with pigtails. Her round eyes are filled with wisdom, even at
an early age. She is always at the top of her class and known for her responsible nature. Her
goal in life is set from the beginning: perfection. However, she remains a child. Like all little girls
with pigtails, she screams with delight when Raja comes and she gets to travel to villages to
meet her friends. Chat and other indulging foods become her vice and she continues to enjoy
the spice as she travels well beyond her village into her college days. Fond memories of running
around with her friends and participating in all of the shows and dramas performed will later fill
her stories. Unfortunately, her writing must stop when she tries to focus on her academic goals.
This plagues her, but she takes her fast as a new challenge that she will conquer. This is only



the beginning of obstacles will come in her way; she switches her set of pigtails for a lone braid
as she sets off for her PhD studies at |IT Bombay.

Things are different now. The lone braid still stands and the boy, now a man, is as
mischievous as ever. Time, though, has dragged them down. The diaries pile up in the back of a
massive closet, forgotten amongst the shards of cloth, leftovers of a long ago sewing class. The
solid black of the braid becomes highlighted with henna-colored strands and the spicy meals the
man once enjoyed have turned into boiled vegetables. The daughters do not know of the
journey taken. They mingle with friends and pop culture, at times unaware of the parents’
constant effort to bridge the past and present. Paying for dance and instrumental lessons,
encouraging bhajan programs, and cooking daily Indian meals, becomes an underappreciated
routine. They are tired.

| flick the water, hoping that | have not disturbed the delicate balance of nature with my
frivolity. | am all alone on this makeshift dock, but | can hear my mother calling.

“LITI! Come in NOW!”

| nod.

“Liti...there will be saapa!”

| rise, brushing off the granules of dirt that the breeze has playfully tossed on my jeans.
Good-bye, my little paradise.

“‘Aagyan Mamal!”

“JALDIY

As | run up the hill and onto my porch, | take one last look at the scene | have left. To my
surprise, my mother is doing the same. Her eyes contorted and her brow furrowed, she is
looking to make sure there are no creatures lurking under the dock, ready to bite me if | dare
visit again. | sigh. She cannot see what | see.

Bagmi Das, or Liti, is a sophomore at Carnegie Mellon University. She is the daughter of Naresh and Bigyani Das of
Columbia, MD. She enjoys Odissi, bhangra, writing, and making a difference.

Sunset over Daya River ©Biswajeet Puhan

Education is what remains after one has forgotten what one has learned in school.
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Lost In The Mist

Ayesha Kar

Lost in the mist,
Nowhere around,
Who cares if I’'m not found.

Lost in the mist,
All alone,
I'm so used to it,
That | don’t moan.

Lost in the mist,
| have abandoned reality,
I’'m a wimp,
Not so mighty.

Lost in the mist,
My life was over,
Before it even started.

Lost in the mist,
I'm a loner,
Only if | appreciated,
That my life was going slower.

Lost in the mist,
| flew away without goodbyes,
But everything | said was lies.

It was all ruined because,
| got lost in the mist.

Ayesha is 12 years old. She is a Grade 6
student. She lives in Somerset, NJ

It is more blessed to give than to receive.

The Magic Song

Ananya Kar

If | could sing a magic song,
That everyone can sing along
I'd sing of joy and hope
And the cooing of the doves.

And when we sing my magic song
All hate and war would cease
If | could sing a magic song,
I'd sing a song of peace.

When | see a mother’s arm
Longing to hold her little angel,
| wish then my magic song
Can do a little wonder
To sow a seed of hope,
When that seed would sprout,
All joy and hope would come out.

Have you seen that lonely man?
Whose blue skies are all gone?
| wish my magic song
Can do a wonder again
To find the man a sweet home.

| hope my magic song,
Can do many splendid wonders
So, let’s do it altogether
To sing it loud and loud
Beyond the endless cloud
To reach the magic wonderland.

Ananya is the daughter of Santosh and Swayam Kar.

She is in 51 grade. She lives in Canton, Ml

The best way to cheer yourself up is to try to cheer

somebody else up.



Friends

Maitrei Panda

Who is sweet
Who is kind
Who has the right mind
Who won't trade your friendship for a dime.

Who supports you when you’re down
Who saves you when you drown
Who is loyal
Who is smart
Who makes sure we never part

Who is thoughtful
Who is funny
Who is willing to share their money

Here is the answer to my riddle, my best friends,

They laugh, they play, and they say its okay,
I think they deserve a bouquet.

Maitrei is a 5 grader from Macomb, Michigan, lives with her parents Manoj and Meeta Panda.
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Sri Jagannatha — The Lord of the Universe — His Story and Mystery

Manoj Panda

mahAmbhodhestire kanaka-ruchire nlLa-shikhare

vasanprAsAdAntah sahaja-balLabhadreNa baLinA;
subhadrA-madhya-sthoh sakala-sura-sevavasara-do
jagannathah swAmi nayana-patha-gAmi bhavatu me.

The above verses flew from the pen of Adi Sankara which describes the three deities as
located on the shore of the great ocean, situated upon the crest of the brilliant, golden Nilachala
Hill, along with His powerful brother Balabhadra, and in the middle of them His sister Subhadra,
Lord Jagannatha bestows the opportunity for devotional service upon all God loving souls. May
that Jagannatha Swami be the object of my vision."

Who is this Lord Jagannatha, worshipped in Puri, one of the 4 dhAmas of hoary India,
visited by thousands of devotees everyday. We will try to understand the Lord from three major
perspectives namely legendary, historical and mystical.

The great war Mahabharata ended. Lord Krishna’s time on earth was coming to an end.
At the appointed time Lord Krishna left for His eternal abode by an arrow-shot inflicted by JarA
Sabar. In Srimad Bhagabatam (In 11" Skanda or Canto, Chapter 30, Verse 33) it is described
that “His foot having the form of a deer's face was [then] pierced by a hunter named JArA who
thought he saw a deer, [aiming] with his arrow that was made with a fragment that had
remained of the iron [sAmba’s destroyed club]. To a fearful Jara, Lord Krishna assured that
everything happened by His desire. Leaving His mortal body on the earth Lord Krishna
ascended to His abode.

It is said that the Pandavas tried to cremate the body of Lord Krishna by all the means
under their disposal but failed. It is described in 'DaruBrahma Gita' by Jagannath Das and
'IndraNilamani Purana' by Bamadev. Ultimately the Pandavas floated the Lord Krishna’s body in
the ocean. It is not known how long it floated in the ocean. But at last it came to the eastern
coast of Bharata Varssa and was discovered by ViswAbasu, the sabara (tribal) king. As
instructed in dreams, Viswabasu worshipped the Daru-Brahma (Lord Krishna’s mortal remains)
in a secret cave in the dense forest with unique divine ecstasy.

In the mean while Vidyapati from the kingdom of Malaba (Madhya Pradesh -Gujrat)
came in search of Lord Neelamadhab (instructed by his king, a great devotee of Lord Vishnu,
who came to know in his dream that Lord Neelamadhab was being worshipped somewhere in
the forest near river Mahanadi) and entered the forest of “Savara” kingdom crossing river
Mahanadi as described in 'NiladriMahodaya', the great Sanskrit text. King Viswabasu offered
him generous hospitality. During his stay in the “Savara” kingdom Vidyapati came to know about
the secret worship of Viswabasu. But Viswabasu would never reveal any thing about that.
Vidyapati, in the mean while, fell in love with Vidyapati’'s daughter Lalita and married her.

In course of time Lalita requested her father to show Nilamadhaba to Vidyapati.
Viswabasu agreed on condition that his son-in-law would be taken to the location blindfolded.
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Vidyapati was however very clever. He tied some mustard in the end of his upper cloth and
scattered the same on both sides of his path, which grew up and later helped Vidyapati to find
out the way to the secret place of worship. Vidyapati saw Nilamadhab in the dense forest under
a banyan tree and prayed to Him with great devotion. Viswabasu came to know about it
afterwards. He forgave Vidyapati and permitted him to stay in the place and worship.

During his stay one day Vidyapati saw a crow fell down in a pool of water in front of the
Lord NllamAdhaba (deity) and turned into a four handed God and went straight to Vaikunth, the
abode of Vishnu. Vidyapati was spiritually inspired after the incident and tried to imitate the
crow. The four handed God from the heaven warned him against doing it and requested him to
do his duty as a messenger of the king. If he would fail to give message of the whereabouts of
the Nilamadhaba to Indradyumna, he would turn into a frog and would remain in that condition
for one thousand years.

In the mean while Indradyumna, the king of Malaba, got the message and paid a visit to
“Savara” kingdom to see Lord NllamAdhaba. He felt proud that he was a supreme monarch who
would be credited with the installation of the image of the Lord in a magnificent temple. But the
Lord doesn’t tolerate ego and arrogance. The image of the Lord NllamAdhaba disappeared. The
king regretted his weakness and suspected that the Nllamadhaba was stolen by Viswabasu and
quickly led his army to arrest him. The Lord, however, saved the situation declaring in King’s
dream that nobody was responsible for his disappearance. He asked the king to build a temple
and invite Brahma, the creator to celebrate the purification ceremony.

Indradyumna built a temple of the height of one hundred twenty cubits, went to the
heaven to invite Brahma to perform the purification ceremony. Brahma was then praying and
doing some rituals. He asked his royal guest to wait. Hundreds of years passed in human
calculation. The earth underwent many changes. The temple was concealed under hills of sea-
sands. GalamAdhaba became the ruler of Orissa. Once while traveling, the hoof of his horse
struck against the flag post of the temple. The king cleared the sands and to his utter surprise,
noticed a great temple and claimed t as his own construction. But at that time Indradyumna who
came down from heaven with Brahma for the purification ceremony, however, claimed that he
was the builder. A dispute ensured. But there was no living being left on the earth who could
now act as witness. However it was settled by the four handed crow God named Bhusanda who
was immortal, on the branch of a banyan tree called “kalpabaTa” ( the tree of eternity) acted as
the first witness. GAImAdhaba (means mAdhaba, who lied) was proved to be liar whose statue
was installed outside the temple premises. He was not paid any respect and remained
unworshipped.

Brahma, when asked to perform the purification ceremony, couldn’t perform that. He
could only tie a flag at the top of the temple, the sight of which could free men in bondage. The
great temple in Nilachala (Blue mountain) remained vacant without an image for many years.
Indradyumna lay on the grass bed starving. The Lord appeared in dream and declared that He
would come in form of a log of wood at the confluence of the river Banki and the sea.

Indradyumna went in a magnificent royal procession of elephant and soldiers and tried to

draw the log with all his forces from the water at the mouth of the river, but was unable to move
it. The king was sorry for relying too much on physical forces, lay starving there again. Lord
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Jagannath appeared to him again in dream and advised him not to make a show of physical
force, should approach the log with all humility. Viswabasu and Vidyapati the two devotees
should drive a golden cart with silken pillow and carry the long and thus the log was easily
carried to the temple premises.

Thousands of artisans were engaged to build the images. They boasted of their skill and
failed to make any progress. The log seemed too hard for them. When the king Indradyumna,
queen Gundicha and thousands of artisans were at a fix, an old man (Lord Vishwakarma)
appeared on the scene and promised to build the image. No one believed him as he was bent
with age and looked too weak. But he proved his efficiency by lifting easily this too heavy log.
The log was put inside the main temple. The old artisan was to build the images within 21 days.
The door sealed would not be opened before that period was completed.

Fourteen days passed. No sound was heard from inside the temple. Queen Gundicha
was afraid that the old man might be dead. The king was compelled to break the seal and open
the door. Lo, the images were there but unfinished and the old artisan was not found anywhere.
Every one believed that he might be the Lord Himself. King Indradyumna was very sad. But the
Lord told him in his dream that, that was His desire. So events happened accordingly. Hence
the three Vigrahas of Lord Jagannatha, Balabhadra and Subhadra were worshipped unfinished.

The Lord, now pleased, gave all liberty to Indradyumna to ask for any boon. The king did
not ask for a bigger kingdom, more wealth or a long lease of life or any thing pertaining to
physical or earthly happiness. His prayer was the most extra-ordinary one. He wanted that there
should be nobody left in his family to claim this huge temple or the images as his proud
heritage, for that would mar the efficacy of the good deed. The boon was granted by the Lord.

Nobody knows how long the old temple existed. But historically speaking the current
temple at Puri was built by Ananta Barman Chodaganga Dev in middle of 12th century. It is a
curvilinear temple and crowning the top is the 'srichakra' (an eight spoked wheel) of Vishnu. The
temple tower was built on a raised platform of stone and, rising to 214 feet above the inner
sanctum where the deities reside, dominates the surrounding landscape. The pyramidal roofs of
the surrounding temples and adjoining halls, or mandapas, rise in steps toward the tower like a
ridge of mountain peaks

The huge temple complex covers an area of over 400,000 square feet, and is
surrounded by a high fortified wall. It contains at least 120 temples and shrines. With its
sculptural richness and fluidity of the Orissan style of temple architecture, it is one of the most
magnificent monuments of India.

The main shrine is enclosed by a 20 feet high wall. Another wall surrounds the main
temple. A magnificent sixteen-sided monolithic pillar sits in front of the main gate. The gate is

guarded by two lions.

There are elaborate daily worship services. There are many festivals each year attended
by thousands of people. The most important festival is the Rath Yatra or the Chariot festival in
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June. This spectacular festival includes a procession of three huge chariots bearing the images
of Jagannath, Balarama and Subhadra through the streets of Puri.

The temple is considered sacred mainly by people from within Hindu traditions. However
some Buddhist, Jain and Sikh groups also offer the site special reverence.

In modern times the temple is busy and functioning. It has a huge temple kitchen and
feeds holy food called Mahaprasad to thousands of devotees daily. The temple has over 6000
priests, along with 14000 other employees serving as their assistants and attendants waiting on
Lord Jagannath, as well as pilgrim guides.

Now let’s try to understand mystic part of Lord Jagannatha. The inner meaning is very
important the application of which uplifts one to eternal bliss.

Let’s start with the verse “jagannathah swAmi nayana-patha-gAmi bhavatu me” which is
very popular among the devotees. This suggests very deep seated significance. When the
“‘mantras” or verses are recited with real understanding and “bhAva”, one can feel the power
and the intent of the “mantra” is fulfilled. Let’'s understand the meaning.

Jagannathah means “Jagatasya Naathah iti Jagannathah” or the Lord of the Jagat is
Jagannatha. What is meant by Jagat? Jagat means which always changes. It consists of three
worlds namely waking, dreaming and deep sleep state. All these stages involve changes of
some sort or other. The Lord of all these three worlds, who controls these, is Jagannatha. We
can say that whoever exist consciously in all the three states as a witness to all is the Lord.
Waker is not the same person as the dreamer and dreamer is not the same person as deep
sleeper or deep sleeper is not the same person as the waker. The reason being the
experiences, experienced by three different personalities are not the same and the personality
while in one state cannot experience that of the other and all of them are mutually exclusive.
Then the question is who is present at all these states upon which the change of “states” take
place? The answer is Consciousness, the presence of which in the body gives the expression of
life and after the destruction of the body also remains unchanged, THAT is Jagannatha.

Now the next word to understand is “Swami”. “Swami” means Lord. We have already
used the word Lord in the first place, then why we repeat it in the next? This is very important.
Here Swami means who knows the “Swa” again which is all pervading Consciousness. We
know that “Brahmavid Brahmaiba Bhabati”, that means who knows Brahman, is Brahman itself.
In this regard Jagannatha is Brahman, the Lord which is nothing but all pervading ONE.

Next word is “Nayana”. “Nayana” means eyes. “Nayana PathagAml” means in the path
of the eyes or exposed to the eyes. Here the “Nayana” is referred to as “Jnaana Chakssu” or
eyes of knowledge. Here the devotee prays for the Consciousness to be exposed to his/her
“Jnaana Chakssu”. In Bhagavad Geetaa Lord says:
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Bimudhaah naanupasyanti pasyanti Jnaana chakssushah
Lord is only accessible to the “Jnaana Chakssu”, not to the deluded, ordinary eyes.
If we sum up these we can have the meaning that:

“Let the all pervading consciousness be exposed to my eye of knowledge” or | pray for God
realization so that | can see Lord in everything as it is expounded in the Geetaa:

Yo mAmaeba AsammuDhah jAnAti Purushottamam
Sa sarbabid bhajati mAm sarva bhAbena Bhaarata.

Lord Krishna says to Arjuna, “O Arjuna, the undeluded person who knows Me in reality as the
Supreme Person, he, knowing all, worships Me in Everything. This is true state of God
realization.

Hence Lord Jagannatha is non sectarian and is not bounded by any thing. It is “SakssyAt
ParaBrahman”.

The Trinity expressed by the three deities represent “AUM”, three bodies (coarse, subtle and
causal), they are the “karma”. “jnAna” and “bhakti”, yet all of them point to That ONE.

The unique shapes of the deities gives the indication of Brahman which has no shape,
yet supports all the shapes, without hands and feet, it moves fast, without eyes it sees, without
ear it hears, it knows everything, nobody knows it.. The deities have hands, eyes, mouth etc. yet
those are not the actual shapes. It is said in the shewtAshwetara Upanissad, 3/19

apANipAdo yavano grahitA
pashyatyachakssuh sa shruNotyakarnah
sabetti bedyam na cha tasyAstibettAh
tamAhuragryam purussam mahAntam

It is further said in Gita that

Sarvatah pANipAdam tat sarvatokssi shiromukham
Sarvatah shrutimalloke sarvamAbrutya tissThati.

"Everywhere are His hands and legs, His eyes, heads and faces, and He has ears everywhere.
In this way the Lord exists, pervading everything."

Lord Jagannatha indicate that great Truth. He is “mahAbAhu” as He supports (does
“‘bahana”) of everything and being. The description of Brahman in Upanissad is nicely portrayed
in the shapes of deities of Lord Jagannatha, Lord Balabhadra and Mother SubhadrA. They are
three, yet they are ONE. They look unfinished, but they are complete of completion. Their three
colors indicate all the colors of human beings (Jagannath is Black (inscrutability) in color, Lord
Balabhadra is white (enlightenment) in color, sister Subhadra is yellow (goodness) in color) in
the word. His arms are parallel, hence willing to embrace the devotees from all over the world
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and his eyes are round with out any eye lids so he can be always looking after the welfare of his
devotees with out any sleep around the clock.

At the main gate of the temple ( Simhadwara or Lions Gate) there are 22 steps up which
one must climb to enter the inner temple. Before meeting the Lord Jagannath we must become
purified of the six worldly fetters, i.e. lust, anger, jealousy, greed, delusion and arrogance . This
can be done slowly, in steps. The first five steps represent the five outer sense organs eyes,
ears, nose , tongue and the skin. The next five steps represent the five prANas or life — prANa,
apAna, vyAna, udAna, samAna. The next five steps represent the inner senses or tan-mAtras :
rupa-sight, rasa- taste, gandha- smell, shabda-sound, sparsa- touch. Then the next five steps
represent the pancha-kossas or sheaths (annamaya, prAnamaya, manomaya, vijnAnamaya and
Anandamaya). When “chitta” is purified by the correct use of “buddhi”, ego is immersed in the
Universal Truth. Then only the vision of Jagannatha or the all pervading Consciousness or God
realization is possible.

All the festivities in the Lord Jagannatha temple are full of inner meaning. For example
Ratha Yatra or the car festival has a very deep meaning. Here the three deities come outside of
the temple, sit in three chariots, go to the Gundicha temple and come back on the tenth day to
the main temple. This journey indicates the journey of life in each human body. Whoever
realizes the Self in the body temple, realizes the Lord and attain ever blissful and conduct all the
activities in the world as Jivanmukta.

Another important event is “nava kalebara” or new body. In special AssADha month the
old outer coverings of the deities are discarded and new coverings are replaced. But the “secret
objects” inside the coverings are exchanged from old to new. This indicates the continuous
cycle of birth and death. Soul never dies, but the bodies do as said in the Bhagavad Gita: “dehi
nityam abadhyoyam dehe sarvasya bhArata”. The Lord is there in everybody. He is the life
giver. But few are aware of that.

The realization of inner meaning is the goal of outer worship. Just as a model is
presented to understand the big picture, the deities are the models through which the universal
Truth is expressed. Our rituals, “mantras”, accessories of worship, objects of worship, festival
observations etc. all are created to realize the ultimate Truth i.e. the Brahman; God is One.
Everything is God. That is the realization of ultimate goal the unique oneness of apparent triad
Sat-Chit-Ananda. The microcosm represents the macrocosm. Each human body is a Bhagavad
Gita where the Lord is teaching the Truth every moment. By adjusting the lens of our intellect,
we can understand that and apply the same in our lives to free ourselves from all bondages.
That is the secret of Lord Jagannatha and His stories. Let’s all of us direct our goal towards the
supreme Truth and realize ultimate bliss and peace.

OM SriJagannathArpaNamastu!
OM Tat Sat OM.

Manoj Panda lives in Detroit, Michigan.

Strive not to be a success, but rather to be of value.
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A JAGANNATH TEMPLE IN ORISSA

Shashadhar & Meera Mohapatra

I Srimad Bhagavad Gita the Blessed Lord says:

dAtavyam iti yad dAnam , diyate 'nupakariNe
deshe kAle ca pAtre cha, tad dAnam sAttvikam smrtam

It means that the charity which is performed as duty, at the proper time and place, to a
worthy person, and without expectation of return, is considered to be “sAttwika” (which is the
best) charity.

What could be a better gift than the donation to the construction of temple for Lord

SriJagannath in Orissa which is to inspire thousands of people in the path of “satya”, “dharma’,
“shanti” and “prema” ?

JSS (Jagannatha Seva Sanstha) is a charitable organization, created more 3 years ago,
to strengthen the foundation of Jagannath Culture in rural Orissa, to help local schools, poor
and sick people as well as needy students. JSS is building this temple to meet one of its goals.

We (my family) visited Orissa in August, 2005. It was August 12. The morning was
gorgeous. The sky was clear and bright. The Lord smiled on us and gave His blessings. The
groundbreaking ceremony “Bhumi Puja” (picture) was performed on that day with pomp and
ceremony. During the ceremony a few drops of rain fell from the sky. Everybody including the
priest said that rain was a good sign. After the puja vegetarian meals were served to everybody.

During the groundbreaking ceremony, our priest advised us that we should go to
different places, meet with people and ask for alms “Viksya” before laying the foundation stone
of the temple. We asked him the reason for this. He explained by saying that people usually
take pride when they build a temple or start a big project. They should not have that feeling in
their minds at all. Therefore, one should go and ask for alms like a poor beggar. By doing that
one not only gets rid of those negative thoughts but, also gets support and blessing from the
people in the community and the Lord. It made a perfect sense to us. Since, we had to leave
the country and were unable to be there on November 20th (foundation day), two of my sisters
along with some volunteers from our village went from door to door in the neighboring villages
with begging bowls in their hands in their bare feet and collected six thousand rupees. Both of
my sisters had requested me and my wife to do so. | take this opportunity to ask our dear
friends, brothers and sisters for their help (“Viksya”) for this noble cause.

A major portion of the land for this temple project was donated by my family. Another
piece of land was donated by one of my uncles in our village, a retired high school head master.

There is also plan to buy some lands adjacent to this property in the future. It is a long-term
plan. The foundation work started on November 20, 20005 and it is progressing very well
(picture). The original target to finish the temple work is within five years. This target date may
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be reduced if we get external help from various donors including individuals and organizations.

The main temple has been designed like the temple at Puri. There would be three
temples. The biggest temple at the back will be 65 high, the one in the middle will be 35’ and
the one at the front entrance will be 45’ high. The temple will be built in three phases. The first
phase consists of base of the temple (picture). It includes a prayer hall of 62° L x 46'W x
11’H. This prayer hall shall be used for religious discourses, shelter during natural disasters,
providing vocational training to poor people, teaching computer to the children, renting for
wedding and thread ceremonies etc. The second phase will build the actual three temples on
the top of this hall. The initial estimate for this main temple was 50 lakhs (INR). But, recently the
prices of building materials (cement, rods, chips etc.) have gone up. There are also plans to
build a "Laxmi Mandir’ at the side of the main temple, a kitchen, a residential quarter for the
priest and his family, temple boundary, a pond and a public library. There is an existing pond
nearby. It will be renovated to make it bigger and deeper. There is also a plan to create a trust
fund to support the annual expenses of the temple including “Rath Yatra”. The complete plan is
estimated now to be more than 150 lakhs (INR).

Il tell you a story of my childhood days. | was very young. | grew up in a small village.
There were about 200 people at that time. Half of the people were “Sabarnas” and half were
“‘Asabarna” (Harijana). | had no friends in my village. My older sister, a handful of my uncles
and nieces were there but, they were older than me. | had lots of spare time. | was very
naughty. | used to give hard times to small children especially who come to our village for
begging. Sometimes, they come to our house almost routinely. My mother used to give food to
each and every person who ever came to our door. Once there was a girl of my age who came
for begging. | was scaring her away. My mother was begging me not to do so. | asked my
mother, “why do you give them food always? You make them lazy”. She would always give
some reasons to please me. She would say: “she does not have a mother”. | ask “How do you
know she does not have a mother ? Then she would say | have heard from other people”. |
knew she was telling just like that. Some other times she would say: “I give them for you guys”. |
ask, “why do you give them for us”. She would say “ If | give them then God will give more to my
kids”. | argue with her saying, “How do you know that God will give us in return “? She would
say “ | am your mother, trust me what | say”. If | still insist, she would say : “Please let me do
what | want to do. It is ok for me if you decide not to give anything to the poor and needy people
when you grow up”.

| will tell another story. Like a ritual in every household, we were taught to bow down to
the Lord every morning and every evening. | just bow down and don’t say anything or ask for
anything. Once, | asked my mother. Do you say or ask something to the Lord when you bow
down? She laughed and laughed. She said “you are so stupid”. Then she was quiet for
sometime. She didn’t say a word. Perhaps, she didn’t know an easy answer. | didn’t give up. |
insisted to get an answer from her that day. | said if you don’t tell me then from today onwards |
am not going to bow down to the Lord. | was a very stubborn child. She realized that | was
serious. Then she said to me to repeat “O’ Lord ! Give me knowledge, wisdom, long life, fulfill
my wishes, and keep everybody happy, healthy and peaceful’. It was a “mantra” to me. As of
now, when | bow to the Lord, | chant those lines that my mother taught me several decades
ago. This poor woman didn’t have a degree from a school or college. She knew only how to
read and write. But, she knew one universal language, which is love for all and hatred for none.
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Whether it is because of God’s grace or because of our hard work, we are His blessed
sons and daughters. | feel that God is an integral part of life. We are all God’s children. | also
feel that it is our duty and responsibility to help those who are less fortunate and deprived and
also the community as a whole that helped us to dream a dream and fulfill that dream. Now, it is
our payback time. May be God will give to us more in our next birth and to our children as my
mother believed in till she breathed her last. | add a beautiful quotation by Albert Pike “What we
have done for ourselves alone dies with us; what we have done for others and the world
remains and is immortal”.

As a fellow Oriya, | appeal to all our brothers and sisters in India, USA, Canada and all

over the world for your help and support. It is said “Seva hi Dharma”. One can do seva in
various forms. One can give his/her time or advice, share his/her past experience, and above all
one can generously contribute towards the temple fund.
Dr. Naresh Ch. Das has agreed that one can donate by writing a check to JOGA and mention it
as “temple fund” in order to get a tax break. JOGA can write a check back to us. We are open-
minded and are willing to accept any help. No amount is small when it is used for the Lord’s
cause.

Your kind donation to complete this noble project is very much appreciated. As we said
before, it will be tax deductible. Please write the check to “JOGA”, mention that it is for temple
project and mail it to Dr. Naresh Ch. Das, 4525 Rutherford Way, Dayton, MD 21036, phone:
410.531.7445, email: nareshdas@yahoo.com. May Lord Jagannatha bless you, your friends
and families. For questions, comments and suggestions please contact us.

Humble Regards,

Shashadhar & Meera Mohapatra

2105 Hidden Valley Ln.

Silver Spring, MD20904

Phone: 301.879.8188

Email: smohapatra318@yahoo.com

(We are grateful to Mr. Manoj Kr. Panda from Michigan for his valuable input on this article).
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That deep emotional conviction of the presence of a superior reasoning power, which is revealed in the
incomprehensible universe, forms my idea of God.
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Three Blessed Trees

Sneha P. Mohanty

Ina deep forest on a mountaintop, there were three little trees growing up tall and big.
The first one was Mahogany, the second one Teak, and the third one Neem. Growing up so
close to one another, they became good friends. They talked about what they would like to be
and what might happen to them. Mahogany, the first one, looked down to the ground and saw a
jasmine vine surrounding his trunk. The vine was full of pink flowers with a sweet fragrance.
Mahogany was happy that it was covered with such flagrant flower garlands. Then he said, I
would like to be an Armoire, carved with flower creepers and leaves, and | would protect the
precious wardrobe of Kings and Queens inside my magnificent doors.” The second ftree,
Teak, looked down and saw many people waiting to cross the river. There was a small boat, too
small to carry them all, so many of them had to wait in the hot sun. Teak said, “I would like to be
a big, strong ferry boat so that | could carry all the people together.” The third one, Neem,
looked down and saw cows and sheep grazing on the pasture. He said, “this is such a beautiful
place that | would not like to leave this mountain top at all. | would like to grow tall and touch
heaven. When people would rest under my green branches, they would look up and think of
God.” As the years passed by, the rain and the sunshine made the trees taller, stronger, and
more beautiful.

One day the three trees saw three woodcutters coming towards them. The first
woodcutter looked at the Mahogany tree and said, “This tree looked so shiny and strong that |
will make it an Armoire and sell it to Kings and Queens who would keep their precious wardrobe
in it. And | would be rich.” With a swoop of his sharp, shining axe, the Mahogany tree fell down
on the ground. The tree was happy thinking that it would hold the precious treasures that it had
dreamt about for a long time. The second woodcutter looked at the Teak tree with strong and
long branches. He thought it was perfect for a big boat that could be used by many people to
cross the river. With a wink, he cut the Teak tree. The third woodcutter gazed carefully at the
Neem tree and said, it was not yet the time to cut it and he decided to let it grow bigger and
stronger. It would be best to cut the tree during the time of Naba Kalebar that comes every 7",
12" or 19" year, the time of rebirth of Lord Jagannath, when the deities were made of new
Neem wood.

In the mean time, the first wood cutter took the Mahogany tree to a carpenter
and ordered him to make it an Armoire. The carpenter was amazed to see such a fine piece of
Mahogany wood. At the same time, the Jagannath temple head priest ordered a Bibhana,
(swinging cradle) for Radha Krishna. During spring, Lord Krishna, another form of Jagannath,
and his consort Radha were taken to the Bibhana for five days .The busy carpenter by mistake
made an Armoire in a different wood, but made the Bibhana in the Mahogany wood, carving it
with beautiful decorations of flowers, vines, leaves, gods, goddesses, peacocks, devotees,
and dancing girls. The first tree, Mahogany, lost the hope of being an Armoire, but became a
beautiful swinging cradle for the God Krishna.

The second woodcutter took the Teak tree to a big boat builder and the Teak tree was excited to
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become a big boat. After examining the tree, the boat builder said that the wood was
suitable only for a small boat. The second woodcutter was disappointed, but sold it to the
carpenter who was making small boats. The carpenter stacked it into his storage. On a summer
day, the head priest came to the carpenter shop and ordered a small boat made with the Teak
wood for Lord Jagannath’s boat ride. During the summer time, Madan Mohan, a replica of God
Jagannath, was taken for a boat ride in a nearby huge pond, Narendra, in Puri. The God was
covered with sandal wood paste. The occasion is called Chandan Yatra and it is celebrated for
twenty one days. The Teak tree was excited to become a small boat for carrying the Lord
Madan Mohan, also known as Krishna.

For a long time, the Neem tree remained lonely. Then one day, at the time of Naba
Kalebara, some chanting and dancing devotees came near the Neem tree and worshiped it with
flowers, mango leaves, and Ganges water. Then they cut down the Neem tree with an axe and
carried it in a bullock cart. After sizing the Neem tree to a big log, the log was dumped with two
other Neem logs into a big pond. The Neem tree was sad being put into a muddy pond. It only
wanted to live on a mountaintop so it could look at the sky and God. After some months those
holy priests came back and carried the three Neem logs to a holy carpenter. The carpenter
carved the log into an idol, with a wheel-like round black face, round eyes, without hands, legs,
and ears and called Him Lord Jagannath. The other two logs became Balabhadra and
Subhadra. The Neem tree did not imagine turning into such an unusual statue. It heard the
devotees talking about the idols’ unusual eyes. They said that these eyes are the sun and the
moon in the face of the Lord Jagannath, the image of the formless supreme Brahman
(universe).

On an auspicious day, the three idols, Jagannath, his brother Balabhadra, and his
sister Subhadra, all made out of Neem wood, were placed in a big temple, in Puri. Jagannath’s
wish to propagate the universal brotherhood of mankind came alive. Every year millions of
people around the world come to worship these trinity as the Lord of the universe, on the holy
land of Puri, Orissa. The trinity is the symbol of peace, harmony and happiness. Every morning,
when the Sun rises with bright colors, the three trees know in their hearts that they
are blessed by Lord’s love.

The author, a regular contributor to The OSA Journals, is inspired by a traditional folk story, “The Tale of Three
Trees” by Angela Elwell Hunt, Lion Publishing, Colorado Spring, 1989.

Appearances are often deceiving
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As We Cast Our Nets

Ankita Mohanty

Pray that we may remember our God.

What is God to you?
Is this God a bearded old man?
Or a long-haired leader?
A fiercely red-tongued woman,
Or pot-bellied lover of peace?

What is God to you?

Is He Jerusalem or the holy Ganges?
Is She Himalayas or Tibet?
Is Her head covered in a shawl?
or does He proudly wave a flag
above His head?

To me, God is all that we can see
and believe to be beautiful.

Vermillion etched on my mother’s forehead

speaks God to me.
Sun that highlights the neighbor kid’s
sidewalk chalk
enlightens God for me.
A lovers’ kiss, real and raw,
sings God for me.
The laughter of a beggar child
cries God for me.

And the capability of humanity to create and

destroy
emulates God for me.

| remember this God when | find:
An orange | can easily peel
The snooze button on my alarm

The days toothpaste does not sting my lip

The pain of a scratched-up elbow and a
breaking home

and the strength it takes to find a Band-

Aid—for both.

Late night phone conversations, which
forcefully remind me that | am not alone,
These are the things that remind me that

God is...

Not a fish, able to be
Captured in net named
Religion with not enough holes.
Do you not believe?
that God, above all,
deserves holes?

Our humanity begs of us

to forget our fisherman instincts
and perhaps remember our God.

Ankita Mohanty is 18 years old. She lives in Mount
Pleasant, Michigan.

Example is the best precept.
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DIVINITY

Tania Mishra

Fragmented wishes, Collapsing values,
Thundering Runaways of life
Wrapped me up to something called "Shelter"
Shelter so warm, and eternal,
Wishes so calm and forever
Where can one find them except "Divinity"
No flora. no sticks,
just peace around.

With love astound
Introspecting Myself,
it was a truth unveiled
that its Divinity that can save me
its being divine that | can lead my life,
The unknown "Supra" is unaware of fire, flowers, fragrance
Just aware of heart full of love
A heart that prays for all,
at all times to come
No wishes of own but just to thank
That yet another day in my life to go
with divinity so divine.

Tania Mishra lives in Colorado Spring with her husband Ipsit Mishra

Seeing Into darkness is clarity, Knowing how to yield is strength
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RUDRAKSHYA

Purna Chandra Mishra

Rudrakshya, the wonder bead is commonly known as the Utrasum Bead Tree. In
botanical term this is known as Elaiocarpus/Elaeocarpus Ganitrus Roxb. It is said that only one
who has the divine blessings of Lord Shiva (The destroyer in the Trinity of Gods) gets the
opportunity of wearing this divine bead. Rudra means Shiva and Aksh means eye.

The Legend

According to the religious text Devi Bhagwat Puran there was a Demon known as
Tripurasur who was very strong and had divine energy and power. Due to these qualities he
became arrogant and started to trouble deities and sages. No one was able to defeat this strong
demon in war. On seeing his immoral actions Brahma, Vishnu and Other deities prayed to the
Devadhidev Mahadeva (The greatest, lord of Lords Shiva) to destroy evil Tripurasur. Lord Shiva
closed his eyes and meditated for some time. When he opened his lotus shaped eyes tears fell
from them on the earth. Wherever his tears fell the Rudrakshya tree grew. The fruits that grow
on this tree are known as Rudrakshya beads. Lord Shiva then used his deadly divine weapon
known as Aghor and destroyed Tripurasur. The seeds of the tree were distributed on the earth.

Rudrakshya for Health

Rudrakshya, are the original Vedic Beads of Power worn by the Yogis of India and the
Himalayas for thousands of years to maintain health and to gain self empowerment and fearless
life on their path to Enlightenment and Liberation.

Historically the positive effects that have been exhibited in the wearers Neurophysiology,
Personality and Physical Health has resulted in their being used widely in the Eastern Cultures
of India, China and Japan by Hindus, Buddhists and followers of Zen. A combined study to
research the Biomedical Implications of Rudrakshya was conducted with the Departments of
Biochemistry, Electrical Engineering, Psychiatry, General Medicine and Psychology. This study
proved and documented the powers and effects of Rudrakshya Beads scientifically with
reproducible results.

Research has proven that Rudrakshya have powerful Electromagnetic, Paramagnetic
and Inductive Properties that vary from the different Mukhis or facets (the different number of
divisions found on the surface of each Bead). They also found that wearing or performing Japa
with a particular Mukhi or set of Mukhis of the Rudrakshya Beads created specific electrical
impulses that are sent to the brain through the process of galvanic skin response stimulating
certain brain centers that transfer information.

When Rudrakshya Beads are worn over the heart and Rudrakshya Malas are revolved
in Japa they interface and integrate with the human body at a silent subtle level of

Consciousness. Due
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to their dielectric and magnetic properties the Rudrakshya Beads initiate and effect positive
change in our Neurophysiology. The Rudrakshya Effect brings the wearer into the Alpha State
of present moment living that all Spiritual Disciplines teach as the path to self-empowerment,
fearless life, Enlightenment and Liberation. The Alpha State produced in the brain boosts the
confidence and inner strength of the wearer significantly and as a result the heart beat,
circulation, function of endocrine glands and activity of neurons and respiration is normalized in
the physical body. It was proven that wearing of Rudrakshya controlled heart beat and had a
positive effect on Blood Pressure, Stress, Anxiety, Depression, Palpitations and Lack of
Concentration. It was also found that Rudrakshya Beads have anti aging properties based on
their Electromagnetism.

Astrological properties

According to yogis and astrologers, Rudrakshya are very influential in removing bad
effects of planets. Gems are used specially for removing the bad effects of planets, but if they
are unable to pacify the evil influence - it is most advisable to wear Rudrakshya described in the
following lines. Then not only planets are pacified but comfort and pleasure also come to its
wearer and he becomes a favorite of Lord Shiva. Therefore a man must know which
Rudrakshya bead will be useful to him.

Electrical properties

The ability to send out subtle electrical impulses & inductive vibrations and act as a
Dielectric as in a capacitor to store electrical energy. Our Human body, The Central Nervous
System, Autonomous, Sympathetic & Para sympathetic Nervous System and various other
Organ systems can be considered a complex Bio Electronic circuit. Constant pumping of blood
by the heart, blood circulation, the transmission of various impulses -Touch, Noise, Smell, Sight,
Taste to the brain and the continuous movement of Neurons and Neurotransmitters in the brain
and Nervous system generates electrical impulses. This is termed as Bioelectricity. This flow of
Bioelectricity facilitates movement of information from the brain to various parts of the body and
back. What we feel, think, hear, taste, see. Perceive all depends on the subtle flow of Bioelectric
current. This flow of Bioelectric current is occurs due to the existence of potential differences or
the different energy levels between different parts of the body. As long as the flow of
Bioelectricity is smooth the body functions normally and we have the feeling of being in control.

In modern age with intense competition the Stress levels have increased tremendously.
Almost every individual has problems of Stress and Stress related ailments like insomnia,
alcoholism, depression, Maladjustment, heart diseases, skin diseases etc. Any Doctor will
confirm that almost 95% of the ailments are Psychosomatic or Stress related (i.e.) originating
from Mind. When there is Stress or Maladjustment corresponding Stress signals are sent to the
Central Nervous systems, there is an increased activity or abnormal of Neurons and Neuro
transmitters. The magnitude of change will depend on the cause and specific case. When such
a thing occurs and it occurs continuously, streamlined flow of electrical signals throughout the
Mind-Body interface is disrupted and it makes us feel uncomfortable and we are not able to act
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with our full efficiency. Our Blood circulation becomes Non-ideal and we feel various illnesses.
Unfortunately this happens all the time. Rudrakshya beads act as a Stabilizing Anchor.

Magnetic properties

Rudrakshya beads have both paramagnetic and diamagnetic with the most important
property of Dynamic Polarity. We all are most probably aware of the beneficial healing
properties of magnets. Magnetic Healing is becoming extremely popular off late and everyone
who has been using magnets for healing has been getting the benefits and found overall
betterment and rejuvenation. Rudrakshya beads retain most of the properties of Magnets but it
is unparallel in one aspect, that of the ability to change it's polarity or the Property of Dynamic
Polarity. The basic way of healing is based on the fact that the when the passage of arteries and
veins which carry blood to and from Heart to all the parts of the body is blocked or reduced due
to variety of reasons, various illnesses creep. Blood carries oxygen and energy to various parts
of the body and cleanses it off waste materials. Any disruption of the smooth flow of Blood
circulation is bound to cause illnesses. We experience pain and uneasiness due to improper
blood circulation. Every cell in the blood as well as the Arteries and veins are charged either
positively or negatively. Magnets have the poles Positive (+) and Negative (-).

When magnets are passed on various parts of the body the opposite poles of the
magnets and that of cells get attracted and there is an expansion of the passage .The Arteries
and veins open up to facilitate streamlined blood circulation. When there is a streamlining of
blood circulation most of the illnesses get automatically healed and we feel better and
rejuvenated.

But with magnets the polarity is fixed. When magnets are brought near a particular part
of the body it opens up only those sections of veins and arteries where there is a matching of
polarities hence complete healing and streamlining of blood circulation cannot be ensured. We
experience healing and feel better but we can still go much further with Dynamic Polarity of
Rudrakshya beads.

Various Literature mention of powerful Anti Aging properties of Rudrakshya beads. This
is mainly because of the Dynamic Polarity of the Rudrakshya a bead thus the healing powers of
Rudrakshya are far superior to that of Magnets. In some sense Rudrakshya beads can be
termed to have some additional life or Intelligence as against Magnets.

Chemical Composition of the Rudrakshya Beads

The Rudrakshya beads are mainly plant products that contain Carbon (50.024%),
Hydrogen (17.798%), Oxygen (30.4531%), Nitrogen (0.9461%), and different trace elements in
a combined form. The gaseous elements in the following proportion:

The following elements are also present albeit in less quantities:

Aluminum, Calcium, Chlorine, Copper, Cobalt, Nickel, Iron, Magnesium, Manganese,
Phosphorous, Potassium, Sodium, Silicon Oxide and Zinc.
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Rudrakshya (Rx) Experimental Plantation in Orissa

There were around 5-10 Rudrakshya trees in Orissa and many believed that Orissa soil
was not suitable for Rudrakshya plantation. No fully-grown Rudrakshya tree was seen in the
state of Orissa as of 1997. On an experimental basis few Rudrakshya saplings were planted in
the year 1997 by Bhubaneswar based NGO SAHEET. The results were amazing. Just after 4
years i.e. in 2001 the trees grew to a height of 20-25 ft high and were full of fruits. It is seen that
numbers of fruits were increased year after year. A tree, naturally producing different mukhis of
beads 1 to 14. Mainly seen that the pancha (5) mukhi percentage is very high. The saplings
were planted in geographically distributed areas of Orissa including Bhubaneswar, Puri,
Berhampur, Sambalpur & Baleswar. Almost all the trees are fully-grown. This created news in
the city and many newspapers including local TV stations published the success stories of
sacred Rudrakshya Plantation in Orissa soil. The effort was well appreciated by the Governor of
Orissa and received by the forest department.

In the year 2003-2004 more than 500 Rx saplings have been planted in different areas
of Orissa State. Hence, plenty of beads will be available in coming 4-5 years for preparation of
medicine in huge quantity to market abroad. Currently steps are being taken to extend
plantation of Rx trees every in rural Orissa.

Rudrakshya - the wonder bead not only controls the planetary system of our body but
also helps in curing almost every disease. In today's world many reputed Doctors, Scientists
and Researchers have done studies on the many facets of Rudrakshya beads, and their work
has not been in vain. Today they are implementing Rudrakshya beads for medical treatment.

Rules to Wear
In general, the wearer and the worshipper of Rudrakshya are blessed with prosperity,
peace and health. Yet there are certain precautions to be taken such as:

(a) Mala that we wear in neck is made up of 108 beads or 54 beads or 27 beads. Do not use
your Japa malas for wearing purpose because both have different purposes.

(b) Clean your mala/beads regularly after an interval of 15 days. Dip in Luke warm water. Add a
liquid soap. Keep it for about half an hour. Remove and just wipe from soft cloth. Do not rub
strongly or use wire brushes. Apply some mustard oil on the beads by using a brush.

(c) Before wearing, take mala or bead to a Shiva temple. Offer 'Rudra Abhishek' and then start
wearing. But if your mala is blessed prior to purchase, you can wear it by chanting "Om Namah

Shivaya" at least for three times.

(d) Many astrologers also worked on Rudrakshya. They suggest 'Mukhi' based on Birth Rashi
and Nakshastra.
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(e) Someone desires seriously to come out of unwanted habits and live a life of purity can wear
Rudrakshya and may find them free soon wearing it. This has happened to many. It may
happen to you also if you will strongly.

Treatment Module

1. For diseases affecting the skin (like chronic fungal and bacterial ulcer) the wound should be
washed by Gaurishankar Rudrakshya water. Gaurishankar Rudrakshya should be put in a
glass of warm water for whole night and early morning the wound should be cleaned with
this water.

2. Diseases like AIDS, cancer which are more prone to secondary diseases in which the
occurrences of secondary diseases could be prevented by drinking a glass of water of 21
face Rudrakshya overnight dipped.

3. Drinking the boiled milk with 14 face Rudrakshya can treat respiratory system diseases
(Chronic Pulmonary diseases, pulmonary hypertension, cough and tuberculosis).

4. Wearing and drinking a glass of 11-face Rudrakshya dipped overnight treat diseases of
circulatory system (hypertension, chronic heart failure, and congenital diseases of heart).
According to the experimental view defined value of Rudrakshya in treating different kind of
diseases are more beneficial to use for internally (drinking) over wearing Rudrakshya. Every
mukhi have its own specific action so proper consultation is needed for solution and cure.

5. Rudrakshya can be used as acupuncture therapy by rubbing Rudrakshya in external body
part like hand, forehead, and stomach. It will stimulate nerves for appropriate action to come
in a minute.

Economic Importance

Plantation of Rudrakshya has following socio-economic and environmental benefits:

o Rudrakshya tree bears fruit in 3 to 4 years. Each tree can produce 1000 fruits/year. If 85%
fruit are five-faced and after excluding the processing cost, the net benefit (based on
present market value of five-faced Rudrakshya, which is Rs. 24.00) will be around, Rs.20,
000.00/year i.e. Rs 1600.00/month.

o Plantation of Rudrakshya, collection of beads, marketing the beads, making ornaments out
of beads can put together to project it as a Small industry. From plantation to market, the
Rudrakshya beads involve so many step that each step can generate enough employment
to cut down our unemployment to a considerable size.

o Environmentally, the above-proposed small industry is pollution free, as well Rudrakshya
plantation can be a part of social forestry project of Orissa Government. The Rudrakshya
trees grow fast and almost maintenance free.

For more information about Rudrakshya beads as well as plantation in Orissa please contact at the following address.

Purna Chandra Mishra

President SAHEET

BJ-16 B.J.B Nagar, Bhubaneswar, Orissa — 751014.
Email: pcsaheet@india.com , pcsaheet@yahoo.co.in
Tel: (0674) 243 2720

Love is a better teacher than duty.
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OUR ANCIENT ORISSA

SASADHAR SAHOO

INTRODUCTION

In former times Orissa was part of a kingdom called Kalinga. On top of their power the
Kalinga kings came into a conflict with emperor Ashoka. In 260 B.C. Ashoka defeated the
Kalinga dynasty and destroyed their army. But the senseless killing shocked the emperor. He
abstained from violence and was converted to Buddhism. Later, with the introduction of
Hinduism, a golden age began in the region. From 9th century onwards thousands of temples
were built. Many of them are well conserved, despite demolition by intruding Muslim armies.
Between 16" and 19" century Moguls, Afghans and Marathas ruled the region. In this period the
first Europeans came to Orissa. The Portuguese arrived in 1514, followed by the Dutch in 1625.
In 1803 the British came to power. Half a century before they had defeated their European rivals
at the Battle of Plassey in the northern region of Bengal. The British divided the area in three
districts. Each of these districts was governed by a different administration. At times the people
stood up against the British government. The British territorial division crossed natural and
linguistic boundaries. After many requests of the Oriya people the British formed a province
Orissa on 1st April 1936. The present state Orissa was formed in 1949 by admitting interior
territories still within the natural boundaries of the area.

LOCATION

Oriyas make up about 75 percent of Orissa's population with the rest belonging to
various tribal groups. Oriyas traditionally lived at the delta of the Mahanadi River and in coastal
lowlands along the Bay of Bengal. The Garjat Hills and Eastern Ghats are hills on the edge of
India's Deccan Plateau, and they lie inland within Oriya land. To the west of these hills are
interior plateaus. These hills and plateaus are some of the most heavily forested regions in
India. The Mahanadi River flows across the middle of the state. Orissa receives about 60 inches
(150 cm) of rainfall during the monsoon season, which begins in July and ends in October. It
has cool winters with temperatures of about 68° F (20° C). In mid-February, the thermometer
begins to climb as the hot, humid summer weather approaches. In June, average temperatures
approach 85° F (30° C).

LANGUAGE

Oriya is an Indo-Aryan language closely related to Bengali, Assamese, and other
languages of eastern India. It has its own script and is one of official languages of India. Spoken
Oriya varies throughout the region. It has a distinctive script, traceable to sixth-century
inscriptions. It has thirteen vowels and thirty-six consonants (linguistically, spoken Oriya has six
vowels, two semivowels, and twenty-nine consonants).
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FOLKLORE

Puri, a coastal town located at the south end of the Mahanadi Delta, has a famous
shrine to Krishna in his form of Jagannath (lord of the universe). As one story goes, a hunter
saw Krishna in the forest, thought he was a deer and killed him. He left the deity's body under a
tree, where a pious person found it, cremated it, and placed the ashes in a box. The God Vishnu
then asked a king to make an image from these sacred relics. The king asked Vishvakarman,
an artisan, to do the work. He said he would if he were allowed to do it without being disturbed.
The king became impatient after fifteen days and disturbed the artisan. The artisan was so
angry that he never finished the work. To this day, the image is only a stump without arms or
legs. The God Brahma gave the image its eyes and a soul. The temple in Puri keeps this legend
alive by representing Krishna as a block of wood.

RELIGION

The people of Orissa profess Hinduism overwhelmingly (96.4%), with Christianity
(1.73 %), Islam (1.49 %), Sikhism (0.04 %) and Buddhism (0.04 %) trailing far behind. Obviously
many Tribal groups have declared Hinduism as their religion. Oriyas are mostly Hindu. They
worship Shiva, the Mother Goddess, the Sun God, and many other Hindu deities. The
Vaishnava sect particularly reveres Krishna in his form as Jagannath. Many local deities and
spirits also influence Oriya life and activities. In the villages each Brahman priest has a number
of client families of Kshatriya, Vaisya, and some Sudra castes. There are also magicians (gunia)
practicing witchcraft and sorcery. Kalisi or shamans are consulted to discover the causes of
crises and the remedies.

MAJOR HOLIDAYS

Oriya celebrates most Hindu festivals and several regional holidays. A large number of
rituals and festivals mostly following the lunar calendar are observed. Their biggest regional
holiday is the Chariot Procession (Ratha Yatra) of Jagannath in Puri. It takes place in June or
July, and attracts visitors from all over World. Images of Jagannath and two lesser deities are
taken from the Jagannath temple to a country house about 2 miles away. The images are
placed in cars or chariots and pulled by pilgrims. The word "“juggernaut® comes from
"Jagannath" and refers to the God's massive chariot. Other important rituals are: New Year
festival (Bishuba Sankranti) in mid-April; fertility of earth festival (Raja Parab); festival of plowing
cattle (Gahma Punein); ritual of eating the new rice (Nabanna); festival worshiping the goddess
of victory, known otherwise as Dashahara (Durga Puja); festival of the unmarried girls (Kumar
Purnima); solar-calendar harvest festival (Makar Sankranti); fast for Lord Shiva (Shiva Ratri);
festival of colors and the agricultural New Year (Dola Purnima); and, finally, festival worshiping
Lord Krishna at the end of February. In November-December (lunar month of Margashira) every
Thursday the Gurubara OSHA ritual for the rice goddess Lakshmi is held in every home.
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LIVING CONDITIONS

Oriyas mostly live in villages. Their villages usually have houses built along the sides of
a single street and a small hamlet outside the central area where lower caste families live.
Houses are usually rectangular and have mud walls and a gabled roof thatched with straw.
Sometimes, richer families have a double roof, a small guesthouse, and a fence. Rooms in a
typical Oriya home are used as cattle sheds, grain storage areas, bedrooms, and kitchens.
Usually, part of the kitchen is set a side as an area where the family can pray. Furnishings
include wooden beds, tables, and chairs. Oriya often decorates their walls with pictures of gods
and goddesses, political leaders, and film stars.

FAMILY LIFE

Oriya prefers to marry within their caste or sub caste, and outside their clan. An Oriya
proverb states that "marital relatives from distant places are beautiful, as distant hills are
enchanting," and so people often seek a marital partner from outside their village. Marriages are
arranged. Marriage partners must not belong to the same gotra (mythical patrilineal descent
group). A more costly dowry has replaced bride price among the lower and middle castes for the
bridegroom among all classes and castes. After Marriage, residence is patrilocal, with the bride
assuming the gotra of the husband. The Hindu marriage was ideally for this life and beyond, but
since 1956 divorce has been permitted under legal procedures.

SOCIO-POLITICAL Organizations

Orissa is a state in the Republic of India, which has an elected president. The governor
is the head of Orissa, and the chief minister is elected head of the government of Orissa.

Social Organization. Traditional Oriya society is Hierarchically organized primarily on the basis
of caste (and sub caste) and occupations and secondarily on the basis of social class. The
highest castes, Brahman, are priests and teachers of the Great Tradition. Below them in
descending order of status are: the Kshatriya, warriors and rulers; the Vaisya, or traders; and
the Sudra, or skilled and unskilled workers and service holders. The occupations involving
manual and menial work are low in status, and polluting occupations like skinning dead animals
or making shoes are associated with the lowest castes, the Untouchables. Astrictive status in
the caste system is sometimes checked now by acquired status in the class system. In rural
Orissa patron-client relationships are common and social mobility is difficult.

Political Organization. Orissa is divided into thirteen Districts (zilla), and each district is divided
into subdivisions (tahsils) for administrative purposes, into police stations (thana) for law-and-
order purposes, and into community development blocs (blok) for development purposes. There
are village-cluster committees (panchayat) with elected Members and a head (sarpanch) for the
lowest level of self-administration and development. The community development bloc has a
panchayat samiti or council of panchayats headed by the chairman, with all the sarpanch as
members. Each caste or populous sub caste in a group of adjacent Villages also had a jafi
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panchayat for enforcing values and institutional discipline. The traditional gram panchayat,
consisting of the leaders of several important castes in a village, was for maintaining harmony.

Social Control and Conflict. Warfare between adjacent princedoms and villages came to a
stop under British rule. The police stations (thana) maintain law and order.

CLOTHING

Men wear a dhoti (long piece of white cotton wrapped around the waist and drawn
between the legs and tucked into the waist) and a chaddar (shawl draped over the shoulders).
Women wear the sari (a length of fabric wrapped around the waist, with one end thrown over
the right shoulder) and choli (tight-fitting, cropped blouse).

FOOD

Oriya generally eats rice at every meal. At breakfast, cold rice, puffed rice (mudhi), or
various types of rice cake (pitha) are eaten with molasses or salt, and tea. Thin rice pancakes
are a specialty of Orissa. A typical meal consists of rice, dal (lentils), and vegetable curry using
eggplant, spinach, and seasonal vegetables such as cauliflower, cabbages, or peas. Fish or
goat meat also may be served. Food is cooked in mustard oil, except for offerings to the gods.
Those offerings are prepared in clarified butter (ghee). A particular favorite in villages is a rice
dish called pakhala bhAta. Rice is boiled in bulk, and whatever is not eaten is stored in cold
water. When this rice becomes a little sour, it is served cold with fresh green chilies. This dish is
popular in summer, when it is eaten with curds and green mangoes. Bananas, coconuts, and
limes are main fruits of the region. Oriyas are fond of sweets such as sherbets, cookies, and
drinks. Some Oriya drink toddy (hot drink) made from fermented dates. Hashish (similar to
marijuana) is combined with yogurt to make a drink called bhang and is drunk socially and at
festivals.

Food plays an important role in Oriya ritual. At the feast for Shiva, for example, villagers
prepare a huge, steamed rice cake made in the shape of a lingam (Shiva's phallic symbol) and
stuffed with cheese, molasses, and coconut. It is dyed red and is worshiped before being eaten.
More than fifty types of rice cake have been cooked to offer at the Jagannath Temple at Puri.

EDUCATION

Orissa has a literacy rate (percentage of the population who can read and write) of fewer
than 50 percent. More people tend to know how to read and write in cities than in villages.
Parents, grandparents, and siblings care for infants and children and provide informal—and,
recently, formal—education before school. Girls rarely proceed beyond primary school. Physical
punishment to discipline a child is common, though infants are usually spared and cuddled.
Respect for seniors in all situations and the value of education are emphasized, especially
among the higher classes. Orissa has several government-run colleges and five universities.
One of these, the Shri Jagannath Sanskrit University at Puri, is devoted to Sanskrit culture.
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CULTURAL HERITAGE

Many centuries Orissa has been a focal point for different cultures and migrations from
other parts of the country. These influences found an expression in the Oriya temples and cults,
in music and dance, paintings and popular art. Temples in Orissa are famous for their
architecture called Kalinga style. A temple of this style consists of a structural duo, the main
temple or shrine and the frontal porch. While the main temple called viman or deul, is the
sanctum enshrining the deity, the porch or assembly hall called jagamohan is the place for the
congregation of devotees. The former constructed on a square base, has a soaring curvilinear
tower (sikhara) and is known as rekha deula. The latter built on a rectangular base is a pidha
temple, i.e. its root consists of pidhas which are horizontal platforms arranged successively in a
receding formation so as to constitute a pyramid cal superstructure. Although the two temples
are architecturally different, they are constructed in axial alignment and interconnected so as to
form an integral pattern. Some of the Oriya temples are among the finest in the world such as
the Lingaraj Mandir at Bhubaneswar (11th century), the Jagannath temple at Puri (12th century)
and the great Sun Temple at Konark (13th century). These temples are architectural treasures
in the history of Hinduism and famous all over the world.

The culture of Orissa means the cult of Jagannath and the cult of Jagannath mean the
synthesis of varied religions. In the ancient past Jagannath was worshipped by the original
inhabitants or adivasis in the interior of Orissa. Centuries later his cult was described in various
Sanskrit works. In the course of time Jagannath was embraced by other religions like Jains and
Buddhists. Consequently the cult of Jagannath came to be regarded as the religion of the
masses. The cult of Jagannath provides a common religious institution to all Hindus irrespective
of their castes and sects. The Harijans and adivasis are admitted into the Jagannath temples. In
the centre of the temple are statues of Jagannath and of his brother Balabhadra and his sister
Subhadra. Their rudimental form reminds of a tribal origin. Another indication of its tribal origin is
the presence of priests or dates who are considered Jagannath's relatives. It is assumed that
they are descendants of the adivasis. Only the Daitas are allowed to touch the divine statues.

Medieval bhakti (devotional) poets have left Oriya literature with a rich tradition. Orissa is
famous for its dance, music, and architecture. The Odissi is one of the six acknowledged
classical dance forms of India. Like all other classical dances, for that matter like all Indian art
forms, it has its initiation in religion and philosophy. Sculptures and architecture of the Oriya
temples have largely influenced other arts — such as Odissi, that is originated as a temple dance
for the gods. The Chhau dance, performed by masked male dancers in honor of Shiva, is
another feature of Oriya culture. Oriya culture also includes vivid dances and songs, folk opera
(jatra), puppet plays, and shadow plays (where the shadows of the characters are projected
onto a screen using puppets).

Orissa is also famous for the highest excellence in the arts. Painting of icons (patta
paintings), palm leaf painting, and woodcarving are important artistic traditions in Orissa. All
Oriya paintings, the Bitt chitra or mural paintings, the Pata chitra or textile paintings and the
Talapatra chitra or palm engravings, have more or less the same style and the same subject.
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The art of painting is influenced by the cult of temples. The most important wall paintings are to
be found in temples. The Sun Temple at Konarka is considered to be a particular Orissa
masterpiece. There is a rich culture of wall paintings among the Kondh tribes. They paint
geometric motives on their walls. The subject of many textile paintings is limited to religious
themes like the story of Rama and Krishna. The palm engravings traditionally depict temples,
gods and chariots.

The folk-art of Orissa is connected with its social and religious activities. In the
harvesting season, when grain is trashed and stored, the mud walls and floors are decorated
with murals in white rice paste. They are called jhoti and are drawn not merely with the intention
of decorating the house, but to establish a relationship between the mystical and the material,
thus being highly symbolical and meaningful. Throughout the year, the village women perform
several rituals for the fulfillment of their desires. For each occasion, a specific motif is drawn on
the floor or on the wall, for instance a stack of paddy structured like a pyramid and white dots
superimposed with red are painted on the walls. To draw a jhoti the fingers are dipped into the
rice paste and made to trace out intricate patterns on the floor or walls. Sometimes a kind of
brush is prepared from a twig to one end of which a small piece of cloth is attached. Muruja is
drawn on the floor with powders of different hues. Indigenous methods are used to get color
powders. White powder is obtained from the grinding of stones; green powder is obtained from
dry leaves, black from burnt coconut shells, yellow from the petals of marigold flower or turmeric
and red from clay or bricks.

WORK

Most Oriya grows rice. The state of Orissa accounts for about 10 percent of India's total
rice output. Farmers still use a great deal of animal power and traditional tools. Cash crops
include oilseeds, pulses (legumes), sugarcane, jute, and coconuts. Fishing is important in
coastal areas. Many families also make traditional handicrafts. Since independence in 1947,
some industrial development has occurred.

SPORTS

Children play ball, tag, and hide-and-seek. They also like to spin tops and fly kites.
Traditional games for adults include cards and dice. Bodybuilding and wrestling are common
sports for men, and kabaddi (team wrestling) is very popular. Cricket, soccer, and field hockey
are played in schools.

CRAFTS AND HOBBIES

Orissa is known for its handicrafts, particularly its little carved wooden replicas of
Jagannath. Painted masks and wooden animal toys for children also are popular. Local
sculptors make soapstone copies of temple sculptures for pilgrims and tourists. Textiles include
appliqgué work, embroidery, tie-dyed fabrics, and various types of hand-loomed cloth. The
artisans of Orissa are skilled in filigree work and make gold and silver jewelry. Local artisans
also produce brassware and items made from bell metal (an alloy of copper and tin). Orissa also
is known for its tie-dyed saris. Village women often like to ornament their bodies with tattoos.

115 OSA Souvenir 2007 i




The Oriya People are the dominant ethnic group in India's eastern state of Orissa. They share
historical and cultural traditions that date to the sixth century BC. The ancient name of Orissa is
Utkala, literally means "the highest excellence in the arts."

Sasadhar Sahoo lives with his wife Mamata and son Saswat in Michigan.
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Great spirits have always encountered violent opposition from mediocre minds.
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My Heritage

Nirode Mohanty

When the airplane starts preparing for landing at the Biju Patnaik Airport,
Bhubaneswar, my heart fills with the joy of coming home, my Orissa. A lot people do not know
where is Orissa, what is the Oriya language, our heritage, and our contribution to this world.
Once upon a time, Orissa was known as mighty Kalinga, the largest, powerful state in India and
sometimes the ultimate art land, Utkala, Other names are: Utkalraata, Udra, Odra, Arabica,
Oda, Odrarashtra, Trikalinga, Koshala, Kangoda, Toshali, Chedi (Mahabharata), Matsa
(Mahabharata). By any name, it is famous for its exquisite temples including the Konarka
Temple, a chariot at the beach where celestial dances are performed on its walls. Independent
India’s national flag has in its center, the Chariot wheel of Konarka, a symbol of peace and
progress.

Oriya civilization is quite visible in Bali (Puri Temple), Indonesia, Sri Lanka, Burma, Siam
Ripp (Angkor Wat), Cambodia. In Siam Ripp, the handicrafts and textiles resemble that of
Orissa. Oriyas are the earliest settlers in Sri Lanka and Tamilians came later. Oriyas have
established the first cultural empire of the world. The architectures are distinctly from Oriya
artisans in those far out places. The Mogul Empire failed to occupy Orissa
and the British colonialist was only later able to merge it with the British Empire as the last
province. Late Madhusudan Das, among others, founded the present Orissa in April 1936. Many
parts of the Kalinga region still remain in Bengal, Behar, Andhra Pradesh, and Madhya
Pradesh. Oriyas had fought for the merger at the time ofthe States Reorganization
Commission, but failed as they are nonviolent and peaceful people. Now they have lost those
parts for ever. It is painful to say, when identifying our location, that we are located south of
Calcutta, a one hour flight to Bhubaneswar.

My language, Oriya, is the oldest in the Indo European languages, and has many
similarities with Sanskrit than any other languages. It has influenced Assamese, Maithili,
Indonesia Bhasa and Malaysia Bhasa. People of Indonesia refer to themselves as Bhoomi
Putra, and are called Kling. We have produced the great poet Jayadev, the author of famous
Geeta Govinda, and the great Sanskrit Dramatist Kali Das, more celebrated than Shakespeare.
It is now known that Gautama Buddha was born in Kalinga. It was the famous Kalinga war that
changed militant Asoka to religious Asoka. Two caves near Bhubaneswar, Dhauligiri and
Khandagiri, depict the fabulous period of Asoka and the golden era of Kalinga. Oriya
writers like Fakir Mohan Senapati, Gopinath Mohanty, Surendra Mohanty, and Sachi Routray,
among others, are in the forefront of Indian literature. It is no more appended to Bengali or Hindi
literature, nor an issue of a separate language.

My heritage is of universal brotherhood, peace, and love. My God is Shri Jagannath, the
Lord of the Universe who lives in Puri Temple. He knows no distinction of any color, caste, and
community. The Temple kitchen serves the best vegetarian food and it offers Bhog (Prasad),
offerings sixty types of dishes at various times. You have to be lucky to taste all these sixty

117 OSA Souvenir 2007 i




kinds. It feeds the largest number of people in any part of the world with very little cost.
Jagannath lives with his brother and sister, a tradition of Oriya family, in Puri Temple. In Puri
Temple, there is no untouchability, a stigma in Hindu religion. Jagannath is served by lower
caste sevakas (helpers). Jagannath Puri is the safest, cheapest, friendly, easily accessible, and
noncommercial temple among the Four Dhamas (holy places), Puri, Rameswar,
Dwaraka, Badrinath, as well as Tirupati, Kashi, and Calcutta Kali. Our Lord Jagannath is the
symbol of Buddhism, Vaisnavism, Jainism, Salivates, all other forms of Hinduism, and other
Asian religions. It is also the breeding ground of Aryan and Dravidian cultures.

Orissa is the land known for the best art and architecture that mankind can
dream. Jagannath comes out every year with his brother and sister in three chariots to let the
world see Him from outside, known as the Ratha Yatra festival. Orissa’s Sambalpuri silk and
Berhampuri Tassar pata are known for the best saris. Odissi dance, the classical, scriptural
dance, is older than Bharata Natyam and is evolved from devotional music of God Jagannath.
Odissi songs are the oldest classical songs, older than Karnataki and Hindustani. Orissa
handicrafts and sculptures are unique manifestations of God, nature, and beauty.

Late Harekrushna Mahtab founded the new capital of Orissa at Bhubaneswar. He did
not have much clout in Delhi and was on the opposition to the then Prime Minister, Jawaharlal
Nehru. The successive Chief Ministers of Orissa were struggling to keep their positions. The
State of Orissa has remained poor despite its riches in minerals, raw materials, and forestry.
The transportation and other infrastructures are poor. It has a beautiful coastline, the very large
Chilika Lake, several hot springs, famous historical sights, like Lalitgiri, Udaygiri, Ratnagiri,
Khandagiri, Mahendragiri, dating back to the third century, BC, and excellent beaches. Scholars
from Persia, Greece, China and other places came to learn philosophy, science, and
mathematics at the oldest Universities, Taxila, Nalanda and Ratnagiri. Chinese chronicler Hiuen
Tsang , while visiting Orissa in 638 AD, was overwhelmed with the Oriya culture and was
amazed to find 10,000 Buddhist monks. The tourist industry is meager though it is a haven for
art, architecture, sculpture, fabrics, handicrafts, wild life, boating and movie making. If you want
to know about Indian heritage and culture, your first introduction is through Orissa Heritage, just
myriads of pearls of an ancient, grand civilization dating back to the earliest history of mankind,
with some parts an unknown, unexcavated splendid past.

Konarka Temple,Chandrabhaga, Orissa, The Chariot Wheel, the Wall, the Temple

The author is thankful to Deba Mohapatra for his prize for the best front cover design for the 2005 OSA Journal and
Kasturee Mohapatra for getting articles for the 2005 OSA Journal and for their effort to preserve My Heritage.

Whatever you do will be insignificant, but it is very important that you do it

118 OSA Souvenir 2007 '




Maritime Heritage of Orissa

Shahabuddin Mohammad Gani

Gerini, who had researched Ptolemy’s geography, has mentioned “the mighty people of
Kalinga had established an empire in Burma long before Ashoka led his victorious army into
Kalinga. The overseas trade of Kalinga seems to have affected the economic condition of the
Magdhan Empire and this may be one of the causes of the Kalinga War. The notes collected by
Sir Thomas Stamford Raffles indicate that the Indian colonization of Java commenced with the
20,000 families who were sent there by the King of Kalinga. The Samanta Prasadika also
reveals that eight families from Kalinga had accompanied the Bodhi Tree to Ceylon at the
instruction of Emperor Ashoka.

The Hathi-gumpha inscriptions of Bhubaneswar inform us that Emperor Kharavela had a
strong navy and according to Princep and Hunter who had researched history of this region, he
was well versed with maritime arts. Enormous evidences to available to prove that during the
Christian centuries, the people of Kalinga had planted prosperous colonies beyond the high
seas. Tamralipti, Chelitalo, Palura, Pithunda and many others were the prosperous ports on the
shores of Kalinga. Pithunda was a very important port on the coast of Orissa and was at its
peak at the time of Lord Mahavira. It is known from the text Uttradhyana Sutra that merchants
used to come from Siam.

According to this authority some foreign merchants had matrimonial relations with the
people of Kalinga. Pithunda was deserted by the time of Kharavala who claims to have rebuilt it
and made it flourishing again.

Palura was also an ancient port of considerable importance. Greek historian Ptolemy had
called it to be the most important trading station during his time. Ships bound for South East
Asia used to begin their journey from this port. Ptolemy utilized this port as one of the pivots in
drawing his geographical maps. Palura has been identified as Dentipur by the French scholar
Sylvian Levi, on the ground that “Pal” the first part of the word means “Tooth” and “Ur” the
second part means “city” Palura has been identified with the village called Palur near
Rushikulya river in the district of Ganjam in Orissa. Chelitalo was another prosperous seat of
Buddhism and a great emporium of trade, on the coast of Kalinga around 7" century AD.
Hsuang T’sang has graphically described the prosperity of this port. Standing on the seashores
of Chelitalo he observed the ships sailing towards the island, which is now Sri Lanka, and being
a devotee of Buddha he at once thought of the sacred tooth relics enshrined three. In his
visionary eyes he caught a glimpse of the globe radiating from the sacred tooth and illuminating
the liquid horizon of the sea.
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Some scholars have identified Chelitalo with Puri or Konarka. But with its back up of
Buddhism and ships sailing towards Sri Lanka it should have been located near Lalitgiri on the
mouth of river Mahanadi. The shore lines having moved further up to Paradeep. The recent
excavations at Lalitgiri, Ratnagiri and Udaigiri provide strong evidence of a sea outlet to these
Buddhist establishments. Geological findings have confirmed that land is being reclaimed on the
coast of Orissa as the sea recedes. In the Prachi river valley traces of a flourishing city has
been found. Names like Boito-kuda, Banija-pur and old coins of different varieties indicate that
Prachi was a trading center of worth in the past. From these ports the missionaries, traders and
peaceful settlers used to sail abroad carrying with them Indian culture and religion to distant
countries According to the French author of ‘ Soul of India’, “India sent missionaries, China
sending back pilgrims. It is a striking fact that in all relations between the two civilizations, the
Chinese were always the recipients and the Indians the donors.”

Evidences are available to show the close relations the Kalingans had with distant
countries. Burma was like the other side of the bay. South Burma was known as Tailang in the
Mon documents and to the northeast the land was known as Utkala. These names are very
similar to Orissa’s ancient name, Kalinga and Utkal. The Mon documents also call the modern
town of Prome as Srikeshetra, which incidentally is the name of Puri in Orissa.

There was very intimate relationship between the royal families of Kalinga and Sri Lanka
and because of this that Gheusiva in the 3™ century AD sent out the sacred tooth relics of Lord
Buddha to his friend Mahasena, the Sri Lankan king. The Kalingan Princess Hemamala and her
husband Dantakumara to Sri Lanka carried the sacred relics. By the time they reached there
King Mahasena had died and was succeeded by his son Mathavanna. In the 3™ century BC
Emperor Ashoka had sent the Bodhi Tree to Sri Lanka through his son and daughter Mahendra
and Sanghamitra who had embarked from the port of Tamralipti. The tooth relic that is
enshrined in Sri Lanka is until today regarded as the center of the religious life of the island. The
Chulavamsa records that the King of Kalinga Aggabodhi 11 (601- 11 AD) had been to Sri Lanka
with his Queen and a minister for religious purpose. H.W. Codrington notes that in 1187 AD
Nissanka Malla, king of Kalinga had seized the throne of SriLanka and is said to have restored
the shrines of Anuradhapura. Matrimonial relationships existed between the royal families of
these two countries. Close cultural and social contacts led to vigorous maritime and commercial
activity. Ships from Kalinga used to sail through out the year unlike to the south East Asia,
which depended on favorable winds.

Relations of Kalinga with Funan (China) were also very cordial. Chinese records
disclose the fact that Indian ambassadors were regularly attending the Funanese Court. In the
year 795 AD a King of Wu- Cha, identified as Odra country, named “one who is auspicious, the
Lion” (King Subhakara Kesari) sent an ambassador named Prajna to the court of the Chinese
Emperor Te- Toon and presented an autographed letter and a treatise on Gandavyaha. Prajna
was a great scholar. He translated the letter and the book into Chinese and presented to the
emperor.
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Kingdoms of Sumatra (Suverna Dipa), Java, Bali and Combodia had very close contacts with
Orissa. The Sailodbhavas of Kangoda had cultural and commercial relations with these islands.
After the decline of this dynasty, a branch of it sailed across the sea and established an empire
in the Far East with Java as the center. The history of Java as known from the annals of the
Tang period (618- 906 AD) became eventful from the 7" century AD. Records of this period
mention Java as Holing, a Chinese version of Kalinga. The attendants at the Hindu temples in
Bali are still called Parenda similar to Pandas of the temples of Orissa.

The influence of Orissan art was not confined merely within Orissa, it extended to
greater Indian lands, in the wake of the adventurous spirit and maritime enterprise of the ancient
Oriyas. Definite evidence of this influence is found in Burma, Siam, Combodia and other
Indonesian islands.

It is more than probable, that the ornamental Kirti-mukha masks, flamboyant makaras
(Crocodiles) and the guardian lions, which decorate the innumerable sanctuaries, are modeled
on medieval Orissan prototypes. It will easily explain the surprising affinity of the Kala Makaras;
the ornament par excellence of the Indo-Javanese architecture, with the Kirti-mukha and
Makara (crocodile) heads sculptured on the 8" century AD Bhubaneswar temples like
Parusaramesvara, even though Kalamakaras in the central Javanese art development was
possible under Chinese influence.

The wonderful ruins of Champa, still preserve creeper designs and elephant heads,
reminiscent of the best products of Orissa. Orissan art undoubtedly influenced the Buddhist
school of art that flourished in Java under the patronage of the Sailendra dynasty. The
Javanese Budhhas and Bodhisattavas of Borobudur have striking simililarities with the Buddha
images of Lalitgiri, Ratnagiri and Udaigiri near Paradeep. These Buddhist images also resemble
in serenity and gracefulness with the images of ancient Abhayagiri Vihara of Anuradhapur (8th-
9" century AD) in Sri Lanka.

Traits, such as concentration of force and typical curls of hair, as also the peculiar types
of halo round their heads, lead us to infer that the Javanese Buddhas and Bodhisattavas of
Borobudur and Prambanam (8" and 9™ century AD) that are distinguished by the same clarity.
The severity of conception, the same supreme spiritual fervor, the same monumental character
and the same subtle sensitive modeling, may have as their prototype in the Orissan Buddhas of
the early medieval era. Moreover, it is interesting to note that both, absolutely plain elliptical
nimbus in high relief and the long tapering pointed halo, either plain or fringed with flamboyant
scrolls, are typical Orissan features. Its simultaneous occurrence in Javanese works may
connote something more than chance and coincidence. The famous monument of Borobudur
and the splendid temple of Chandi Kalasan represent till today the splendour of Mahayanic art
and culture achieved during the heady days of the Sailendra Empire.

On the temple of Sri Jagannath at Puri there is a well-preserved representation of a royal
barge of the Madhyamandira type. The beautiful cabin has an arched roof supported by human
figures. From the roof hangs a rocking seat, probably intended to help tide over the effects of
seasickness. A rope or chain hangs from the roof to help one keep steady. On the southern side
of the audience hall of the Sun Temple, Konarka, there is a panel in which it is depicted, a king
sitting on the elephant receives ovation from a group people, dressed in long robes. Among the
people there is a giraffe, an animal indigenous to no part of India. Most probably some traders
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from Africa or Arab countries had brought this animal as a present to the king of Orissa. It is
also believed that boats were used to transport huge stones from inland for building the Sun
Temple at Konark on the sea shore.

On the full moon night of Kartik (November) a festival known as Bali-jatra is still
celebrated on the banks of river Mahanadi. Sweet food items like Rasgollas, Laddoos and
several Batashas and Phennes, which can be preserved and carried in a long journey, are still
prepared and sold in the festival. These sweets and Purees are made in large shapes weighing
four to five pounds each, were meant to be offered to the Sadhabas embarking on their journey
overseas. Pumpkins in Orissa are known as Boito-Ko-kha-ru. This was one vegetable that used
to last long, while kept hanging in slings and thus was conveniently carried abroad the ship as
greens.. It has since acquired this name. People of Orissa, float on the sea or river well
decorated toy-ships reminiscent of their maritime activities of the past.

The preparation “Thoka Poori” particularly during “Bali Yatra” in Cuttack is no
coincidence. That large size Poories (a kind of food) were supplied to the Sadhabas to carry
abroad the ship. Incidentally the Chinese during AD618-907 refer to food preparations
introduced by foreign visitors, Reay Tennahill in the “Food in History” quotes from Edward H
Schafer “A study of T’ang Exotics: The Golden Parches of Samarkand”. It mentions that in
China “more refined foods were also adopted from foreign parts, little cakes fried in oil becoming
particularly popular. The recipes for these dishes, even the cook themselves may have come
from India, as did the ‘light & high’ wheat paste which was steamed in baskets. They latter may
have been a raised bread — and it is interesting that the Chinese still steam bread today” ‘Stone
Honey’ was another imported luxury in China. This was the juice of sugarcane boiled and then
dried in the sun”. It is Orissa’s ‘Guda’, is still prepared in Orissa, and was one of the items of
export from Orissan ports. The sugarcane juice after it is boiled is molded in earthen pots.

It is more than coincidence that in Thailand during the full noon in the 11" lunar month
(usually November) is the time of the incomparably beautiful festival of LOY KRATHONG, when
banana leaves shaped into boats carry candles across swollen rivers and canal. The spectacle
is especially lovely in Chinag Mai and the Sukhothai Historical Park. This festival resembles the
Balijatra festival celebrated all over Orissa during the same time.

Folk tales and legends relating to ships and overseas sojourn are widely
circulated in this region of the country. The most popular story is that of Tapoi, where
the miseries and privations of a girl from a family of seafaring merchants, by their wives,
while the brothers had gone abroad, is described. Virgin girls pay tributes to this Tapoi
in the month of Bhadra by observing the Khudrukuni Ossa (Fast).
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The festival known as Boita-bandana, is still celebrated in every Oriya home during
Deepavali. They welcome or bid farewell to Boitas (Ships) after performing pujas. These and
many other rites and ceremonies relating to long separations from family indicate that the
people of Orissa are used to such vigorous maritime activities in the by gone days.

An Oriya poet composed this song in the 16" century, recalling the glorious economy of
the state in those days

“O! Kalinga, evergreen with the vendor of crops,

Where is another land in the globe to be thy match?

For uncounted centuries, wealth on account of maritime trade did flow
Like an unfailing stream into thee.

Glory unto thy sons, known as Sadhabas {overseas traders}

Due to whom thy coasts were studded with ports, overflowing

With prosperity all along.”

Mr. Shahabuddin Mohammad Gani is a Deputy Director General {Retired} in Ministry of Tourism, Government of
India. He was a Former Principal, Institute of Hotel Management, Calcutta. His current address is 1190 Kings Dale
Road, Hoffman Estates, lllinois 60160, Email: sm_gani@hotmail.com, Phone: 847 843 3210.
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VII(b). Indian Adventurers Sailing out to Colonise Java. 8th
century AD
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Miss you Mother...
Pratyush Ranjan Mohanti

Rich in Art & Culture,
Temples all around,
Blessings flow with the Bells...
Ringing all the day,

Call of the Jungle,
Tigers of Similipal,
The endangered....

But, the strength it commands..

The Gahirmatha.....
Mothering Olive Ridleys,
Promises .........

In the Years to come.....

Sun Temple at Konark,
World wonder .....
Sacrifice of Dharmapada,
The carvings of the wall..

Sandy beaches of Gopalpur,

An unknown lighthouse ....,
Footprints on sand ...getting washed
Every now and then..
Showing the path of life

Beauty of Tikarpada,
The Gharials...... within,
Flora & fauna...
The dense land ........

The Black diamonds,
The power it generates,
Talcher, the black beauty..

And rhythmic Odissi......
Devotion of “Devdashis’......... "
Taking one closer to God

The Lord of the world,
Jagannatha...... , the Dham ...
Swargadwara, where life is re-born.
The Sabara Srikshetra.....

In the lap of Koraput

Shanti stupa at Dhauli,
Where the ego of war shattered,
And bloodbath in the banks of Daya..
Created a Dharmasoka..

The strength of Adivasis,
The Bondos ,the Kondhs,
The Koyas,

And Lanjia Saura,

The fragrance of their simplicity...

The sweet cakes of Raja,

The Nuakhai, The Gamhapurnima,
Yes...... Kumara Purnami,
The earth Puja.....

And Lots more.....

| miss you my mother...
The longer | be here (in USA)
The more | need you,
| wish to be back in your womb,
Once again......
Before my life ends..
To feel secure & cared for.

(The author is a Chartered Accountant in practice in
Bhubaneswar, for more than a decade and has
interest in Writing Poems ,traveling etc.)

To be capable of steady friendship or lasting love, are
the two greatest proofs, not only of goodness of heart,
but of strength of mind.
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Travel Blogs from Orissa

Hemanta Ranjan Panda

The last time we had been to Orissa was in Early 2004. It's already three years
and there was a need to re-charge ourselves as we have been missing our very own land. On
New Year day, 01Jan2007, we decided to make an express trip for two weeks. Nowadays with
direct flights to India from USA and internet bookings, it does not take more than five minutes to
book your itinerary. Within ten minutes we had a plan to go to Orissa.

The first thing we did on arriving at Bhubaneswar in Jan07 was to plan for a day trip to
Puri, a day after our arrival. Typically every Oriya on their trip to Orissa tries to pay a visit to
Puri, to offer obeisance to our very own Lord of the Universe, juggernauting his way to a very
special place in our heart.

On the way to Puri from Bhubaneswar we stopped over at Sakshi Gopal, where Gopal
came all the way from Vrindavan to South India as a witness to keep his devotee's honor and
stayed here for ever. This pastime of Lord Krishna is very popular both in India and abroad.

Sakshi Gbpal ata Mngala B . Pur| Jagannth

On the way to Puri we stopped at Baata Mangala considered to be a must-stop on the
way to Puri. We picked a day of less relevance as far as devotee presence in Puri was
concerned, to avoid traffic. Instead Lord Jagannath had other plans. All Gangasagar devotees
were converging at Puri on that day. We had a feel of Rath Yatra in January with devotees
jostling to have a glimpse of the lord and security officials doing their best to keep the ecstatic
visitors under control. Spectator management aspects are getting implemented with barricades
getting built gradually to manage traffic inside the temple. The darshan was one of the best we
had since many trips to this pious dham.

Ananda Bazar, Lord's cafeteria was full with people. We had sumptuous Mahaprasad
and finished off with 'Tanka Torani', sour remaining water from ‘Avada’. ‘Tanka Torani’ is a
specialty considering the curry leaves, ginger and its unique aroma, blending itself into an effect
when eyes would close any moment. We did lot of shopping on '‘Bada Danda’ (Grand Road) and

by evening we had left for Puri Beach.
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The beach front was full of newer and nicely maintained hotels. The marine drive had
nice parking slots managed by city administration. Once we were on beach, we played with
horses, camels. Puri beach has not lost its original fascination. The golden sand of Puri beach is
of high quality with almost zero mud content, which puts it as one of the finest beaches of the
world. It is considered if someone does not touch the water of Lord's ocean at Puri, his yatra to
Jagannath abode is incomplete. On the way back from Puri to Bhubaneswar, we stopped at
Pipli, famous for its appliqué craft, popular all around the world.

After two days break at Bhubaneswar, | left for Balasore to meet my Grandma.
Bhubaneswar gave me a feeling of another concrete jungle, with a craze of builders and their
customers trying to place people one above other. Instead, Balasore is not yet affected by the
sprawling high rises and people lending each other a personal touch. The density of population
has increased everywhere. On our way back from Balasore to Bhubaneswar we visited
Bhaktivedanta Ashram ( www.bvashram.org) at Bhadrak where the sizes of Jagannath deities
are of similar size as Puri Temple.

,;} = e

Bhakti Vedanta Ashram, Bhadrak. www.bvashram.org

An India trip without reference to Cricket is incomplete. Coincidentally, West Indies
national cricket team was playing four one day internationals (ODI) during our trip. To top it all,
our beautiful Barabati was hosting the teams as the venue of the second ODI on 24Jan2007.
Barabati got an International game after three years due to which crowd excitement has
reached a zenith of frenzy for tickets. There were threats from Lakshr-e-toiba to disrupt the
game.

Tickets were valued as Rupees 400/-(Gallery), Rupees 500/-(Gallery), Rupees 1500/-
(Special enclosures: Just beside the side screens) and Rupees 4000/- (Pavilion). There was no
information which would lead us to believe that we will surely get Rupees 1500/- tickets, our
preferred ticket option. The ticket vendor, a bank, opened the ticketing process, three days prior
to the scheduled game.

The method used to sell tickets was only from Barabati counter, and counters would
open for second day only if tickets are available. No internet booking or www.ticketmaster.com,
which would tell us the status of booking. There was news of thirty thousand people standing in
the queue prior to Dawn, on the first day of ticketing. Because of conflicting reports we were
getting, we decided to go to Cuttack and get tickets ourselves, to be on the safe side.
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Beautiful Barabati Stadium, Cuttack. Sachin Tendulkar fielding near the boundary line.

Once the tickets were ready, we broadcast the news to different members of our family
from different parts to join us for a nice game at stadium. They all made travel plans to come to
Bhubaneswar and we were all set to see the game on 24Jan07. On 22Jan07, when Indian team
arrived at Bhubaneswar airport, a spectator mishandled Greg Chappell which did tarnish Orissa
Cricket Association's name. Board of control for cricket in India (BCCI) was meeting to decide if
the game should go on. In the meantime, West Indies cricket board was having a meeting on
security aspects of their players after Lakshar-e-Toiba's threat. All these news were not good for
cricket fans. My desperation level was high because, | was going to see a game in a stadium
atmosphere after a decade.

Televisions have over simplified the game of cricket. It's not as simple as it looks. |
remember in 1993, in Chennai when Devon Malcolm from England, hugely built, running from
close to the boundary line to bowl to Sachin, a tiny looking boy, at 90 miles an hour, the ball
would be traveling like a bullet. A person who has played cricket would realize that facing such
fast pace is not easy. With slow motions on TV, and analyzing from a couch of your living room,
it's easier said than done. Seeing cricket in front of your eyes with spectators sledging the
fielders on the boundary line with match tilting either way every three to four overs is a treat. |
wanted to be among the crowd and relish the action. To truly understand India, one needs to go
in general compartments in Trains and mingle with crowd’s sentiments. | found a practical test
bed to realize India.

Match started at 2:30PM on 24Jan07. The news from the center was Brian Lara; West
Indian captain was not playing. It was a day night encounter and crowd started pouring in as
usual. There were at least ten thousand more spectators than the usual thirty thousand odd
capacity. India started badly and by 15 overs India had lost four of its top order batsman. Hero
worshipping is at peak now. After three stalwarts, Ganguly, Tendulkar and Dravid got out people
started leaving. India was a in a precarious condition with 46 for 4 (14.5 overs) and 90/7 (31
overs). People stated leaving and it was once again a chaos, asking folks ahead to sit down so
that everyone can have a good look. As our seats were beside the side screen, we could see
some movement off the seam early on. We were trying to pacify crowd to have faith because it
could be anybody's game, with dew playing its part as game progressed.

It was becoming evening and flood lights were gradually getting switched on. Barabati
stadium was so beautiful that it was giving a heavenly look. Then 62 run partnership between
Dinesh Kartik and Ajit Agarkar was so crucial that gave Indians some breathing space and India
got to 152/8( 40.2 overs), eventually limped to 189.
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West Indians got off to a cracking start with the first ball dispatched to a four by Chris Gayle.
Then immediately in second over Chris Gayle got out. Wickets kept falling at regular intervals.

Romesh Power bowled brilliantly. His loops and flight was taking a toll on West Indies’
plan to accelerate at a later period of the game. He took a stunning catch as well. On hindsight
after having seen that game and when he was not selected for India's 2007 world cup squad, |
felt India did a big disservice to him. Chanderpaul was giving a lot of headache to India fans as
he was keeping one end active with his nudges and pushes.

Finally in 49th over Zaheer Khan got rid of Shiv Chanderpaul and India won by 20 runs
by making West Indies all out for 169. After we came out, we heard there were some people
without tickets who managed to go inside somehow. We were disheartened earlier with India's
poor run on the board but Romesh Power's accurate bowling and India's eventual win give us
an ultimate feeling. On the way back, Cuttack to Bhubaneswar road was filled with automobiles
at mid night hours. It was a day well spent.
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Lingaraj Mandir;  Krishna Balaram Mandir, ISK

Temple City, Bhubaneswar.

We had three days to go before heading for USA. ‘Kora Khai’ from Lingaraj Mandir and
‘Avada’ from Ananta Basudev Mandir still lingers in my memory. Beautiful Ram Mandir and
Krishna Balaram (ISKCON) Mandir at Bhuabaneswar made our Temple City visit a complete
satisfaction. There was a life sized deity of Hanuman, which was at least three times taller than
us. It was a quick and nice trip to Orissa. We got an opportunity to remember it for ever.

Author: Hemanta Ranjan Panda. The author live in New Jersey with wife Pritinanda and daughter Surabhi. Email:
hpanda@yahoo.com

Better be wise by the misfortunes of others than by your own
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Helping the Needy....



ORPHANS OF RURAL ORISSA
Subhas C Mohapatra

Before 2005, | was totally ignorant about this issue, and after one year, | am still in the
learning process. Involvement with the Orphan issue of Orissa was not a planned activity for
IAFF. | got involved in it through serendipity.

There is an Orphanage named Nivedita Ashram in Patalipank, Dist. Kendrapara. It is,
however, accessed through Kujang of Jagatsingpur District. Patalipank is about 13 km from
Paradeep, the port city. A group of Indians belonging to AIC-WNY (American Indian Community
of Western New York) have donated a 10-acre parcel of agricultural land to this orphanage to
help it attain self-sustainability. One member of this group contacted me to ask if | can provide
any assistance for the optimal use of the land. | agreed under the provision that | need to first
survey the land and study the possibilities.

So, during my 2005 trip to Orissa, Mr. Mihira Rath of AIC took me to the orphanage run by
Lutheran Mahila Samiti, and from there to the land located at Barakolipada. The trip was a
memorable one for me because | had never ridden a motorized rural boat. We had to travel to
Paradeep, from where we boarded the boat and traveled upstream for nearly two hours to reach
Barakolipada, near what is known to local people as Batighar. For obvious reasons, this had to
be done under high tide. Upon disembarking from the boat, we had to walk more than two
kilometers to reach the farm. Because the orphanage had already started several projects, my
options for developing a long-range plan were limited, but nevertheless exciting. Therefore |
agreed to accept the responsibility without hesitation. Many a “day dreams” (indeed it was day
dream because it took place in the middle of the day) floated through my mind at lightening
speed. | was thankful to the almighty that finally | got a chance that might make some real
difference.

After endless expressions of optimism, typical of my personal trait, we decided to hurry back
to the boat before the low-tide sets in. Unfortunately, when we reached the boat, it was already
low tide and our boat got stuck in the sand bed. Every one of us jumped out of the boat and
started pushing it for nearly half km until we reached a safe water depth for navigation. Although
it was easy for me to jump out of the boat, | had forgotten how to jump in to a moving boat and
in the process almost drowned. If it were not for the quick action of several fellow passengers,
that probably would have been the end of my dream. Any way, we reached the orphanage after
dark and therefore had to spend the night there. | used this time to learn a little more than its
agricultural need. What | learnt was not only eye opening for me, but it made me make a silent
commitment to serve the orphans of Orissa for the rest of my life. This also brought back some
decades old painful memories. After my wife and | had a son in 1973 and a daughter in 1975,
we decide to adopt at least one and if possible more children from different orphanages of
Orissa.
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We were influenced to take this decision because most children being adopted by USA
families in the seventies were from Romania and none from India. Our dreams were dashed
because some of my family members felt insulted that we were planning to adopt children from
the “street” while children of our own family could benefit equally from a western life. That night,
at the Nivedita Ashram Orphanage, | thanked the Almighty that finally my dream was fulfilled;
now all the orphans of Orissa are my grand children. Thus, my dream of providing agricultural
technology took a life of its own and became a dream of serving the orphans of Orissa. When
my wife learned of this decision she also was excited and gave me warning that | must not do a
shoddy job just because they are helpless orphans. She drew up a methodical step-by-step plan
for me on how to proceed. One such charge was to find out details about what happens to the
orphans of Orissa while they are at the orphanage and after they leave the orphanage. | have
addressed this later in this article.

| found that the Nivedita Ashram Orphanage is founded on the principle of Sri Aurobindo
and Sri Ma. Because my approach would be based on western methods, | had to make sure
that my methods do not run contrary to the spiritual methods already in use. Therefore, during
the 2006 trip, | spent nearly two weeks at Pondicherry to learn about the principles and methods
associated with Sri Aurobindo Philosophy and expanded by Sri Ma. | was simply stunned to find
that the model that | had developed for the Nivedita Ashram was almost a carbon copy (albeit in
a miniature form) what is already in full operation both at the Aurobinda Ashram at Pondicherry
and at Auroville. Simply put, technological upliffment is not only possible along with spiritual
upliftment, but, according to Sri Ma, must be a component of integrated education and service
to the Devine. This not only gave me a sigh of relief, but | also found out that my struggle was
over and the process of learning has just started. It is just a matter of faithfully duplicating the
Pondicherry success at Patalipank. This is reflected in the master plan given in the second
portion of this article.

Now about the Orphans of Orissa. As | have said in the beginning, it is still a learning
process for me. However, the past year has given me some time to learn a little more about
rural Orphans. During my 2006 Orissa tour, | conducted a nonscientific (and certainly
superficial) survey at some of the leading institutions of Orissa such as Ravenshaw College,
SCB Medical College, GM College, JITM, NIST, Synergy and KIIT. In some cases the survey
was conducted while visiting the campus while for other institutions the survey relied on
information given by people knowledgeable about these campuses. | did not find a single
instance where a female student of faculty at any of these institutions actually grew up in an
orphanage. It is quite appropriate to pause for a moment and ask where do the orphan girls go.

It is no exaggeration to say that not only these female orphans are abandoned on the
roadside as infants, because “it is a girl and not a boy”, but they are also being abandoned on
the roadside as adults. Therefore, it is no wonder that we do not find any of these orphans in the
social hierarchy. Why this happens becomes clear when the cost involved in higher education is
taken into consideration. For example, if a student qualifies for an Engineering college or
Medical College, the cost of travel, boarding, lodging, books, equipment, tuition and health care
etc. can easily exceed Rs.5000 per month. Thus, the total cost for each student could exceed
Rs.2 lakhs during a 4-year period, not to mention the donations required in private colleges.
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Against this stark reality, IAFF has embarked on an uphill battle to reverse the apathetic
tide against the female orphans of rural Orissa. | am hopeful that readers of this article will join
IAFF as partners in progress and help IAFF in one or more of the following ways:

1. Please read the attached master plan and suggest improvements in its contents and
implementation.

2. Please donate to IAFF to the extent your resources permit each year for as long as
you can afford. If you are making a donation in rupees, please send your donation to
Plot 628, Lane 10, Palaspali, Aerodrome area, Bhubaneswar, Orissa 77751013. If you
are donating in dollars, please send your checks to IAFF, 1413 Boxwood Lane, Apex,
NC 27502. To save money, IAFF does not send receipts by mail. Therefore, if you
send your e-mail address, | will be happy to send you an electronic receipt.

3. Please contact as many of your colleagues, friends, family members, relatives and
acquaintances as possible to participate in this program to the extent their personal
situations will permit.

4. If you know of a rural orphanage in your area or a neighboring area, please ask
them to contact me for assistance their orphans.

5. Please donate your time as your situation permits. This will include visits to different
orphanages to monitor and execute programs, offer tutoring and teaching assistance,
and other assistance that might optimize the use of your donations at the orphanages.

PROBLEM DESCRIPTION:

For the purpose of this Master Plan, an orphan is defined as a child who has taken up
permanent residence in a registered orphanage for one or more of the following reasons: 1) The
child was abandoned at birth because it is a female child; it is not uncommon at the Nivedita
Ashram to receive a newborn in odd hours of the night with the umbilical cord still attached. 2)
One or both parents are deceased and the child is helpless. 3) One or both parents are alive but
could not feed and clothe the child, and therefore surrendered the child to an orphanage.

At this writing, the Central Government allocates Rs.1500/month/child until the child
becomes three years old for a maximum of 10 children per orphanage; the Nivedita Ashram has
at present 16 infants. After three years, the state government allocates Rs.500/per child/month
until the child becomes 18 years old for a maximum of 50 children per orphanage; the Nivedita
Ashram has at present 65 orphans. Thus, the number of orphans to be cared for exceeds the
number for which government support is available.

Fortunately, some orphans get adopted (about 8-10 per year at the Nivedita Ashram)
while some others receive sponsorship from benevolent individuals and families (at present
about 5 receive such sponsorship at the Nivedita Ashram). The number of such orphans is few
and far between. Because most orphanages do not have resources to support adult children
without government support, the orphans must leave the orphanage when they complete 17
years. This is where individual and social tragedies come into play: Begging, Prostitution, Sex-
trade/trafficking, Exploitation through low pay and bonded labor etc. are among the tragedies
frequently reported in the news media. It is not hard to imagine that for every reported tragedy,
many such tragedies probably go unreported and unnoticed. These individual tragedies quickly
become social tragedies because the clients of sex-trade are usually moneyed-men who seek
multiple partners. Some of these males get infected with STDs (sexually transmitted disease)
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including HIV-AIDS without even being aware of their own clinical status because they are
ashamed/afraid to seek screening and treatment for fear of disclosure. Thus, they pass on these
STDs to their spouses, children and even perhaps grand children. While, on one hand, these
tragedies are wide spread, on the other hand few, if any, realize that the orphanages are
minefields of talents waiting to be harnessed for the benefit of the society.

PROPOSED SOLUTION:

It is my personal opinion that the above problem has an easy solution. As outlined below, a
seamless educational protocol has been developed to keep the orphans “off the streets” and “in
the class room” until they move on to professional careers. The following are various
components of the proposed “seamless education protocol”.

1. Early Care and Education: The Nivedita Ashram is run through the philosophies of Sri
Aurobinda and Sri Ma. In addition to spiritual education, the orphans are also provided basic
education at the Ashram as soon as they become receptive to learning. Available resources
will be used to reinforce this education through added emphasis on English (especially
spoken English), Math, Science and Technology as early as possible. It is important that
modern education with emphasis on science and technology does not run counter to the
spiritual education the children are receiving. To facilitate this process, | went to Pondicherry
for nearly two weeks to learn about the workings at the Sri Aurobinda Ashram. | was
pleasantly surprised to find that science, technology and physical education are integral
parts of the educational process at the Sri Aurobindo Ashram and Auroville, an international
community based on the application of science and technology. | am therefore convinced
that spiritual and technological education can be blended together to impart integrated and
holistic education to the resident orphans. Experts in “early child hood education” will be
consulted to develop methods to identify the potential of each child as early as possible. In
view of the fact that this is a highly variable trait, diagnosis, counseling and guidance will be
a continuous process until each child’s potential and aptitude is identified. It is anticipated
that assessment will become easier as the children mature and ate capable of expressing
their own preferences. Once such diagnosis has been accomplished, either appropriate
education/training facilities will be developed at the orphanage or the child will be sent to an
education/training center with needed financial support.

2. Intermediate Education: This includes children between 5-16 years old. If the
aptitude/talent diagnosis shows that the child has high potential for scholastic
accomplishment, appropriate coaching/guidance will be provided to optimize the child’'s
accomplishment. However, if the diagnosis shows that the child has limited potential for
scholastic accomplishments, she will be directed toward a vocational training rather than
and aimless academic pursuit. These children, however, will be provided functional
education (such as counting money, balancing checkbooks and expense sheets, and trade
related education such as health care, welding, electronics etc) so they can use this
knowledge in their future pursuits. Depending on economic reality, the vocational training
will be offered either at an institution founded for the orphans or at a distant institution with
needed financial support. Those children who will be guided towards vocational education

will
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continue to receive, even after graduation, guidance, counseling and micro-financing until they
are established in their chosen vocations.

3. Distant Learning: Computer technology will be used to offer distant learning and
guidance wherever possible. This will not only compress the time and cost associated with
travel, but will also enable IAFF to recruit experts who can give time on a voluntary basis.
The possibility of such undertaking has already been tested successfully at Jahangirabad,
near Salepur, through collaboration with ADIRE (www.adire.org), a NGO in Orissa.

4. Higher Education: Those who show high scholastic/academic aptitude will be given
needed financial support to accomplish their chosen goals. This support will be in the form
of student loans rather than “give-aways”. The loan will be recouped in installments once the
student finds gainful employment. Loan refund will allow IAFF to offer revolving support to a
larger number of orphans. This model has already been applied by IAFF in the USA for
students who come for higher education in non-technical fields without financial support.

5. Vocational Education: Those orphans who fail to progress along the academic path will
be provided vocational education with emphasis on technology rather than the traditional
‘sewing”, “knitting”, “handicraft” etc. Thus, vocationally trained girls will learn nursing,
midwifery, and even welding, electronics etc., which will enable them to compete in the
male-dominated society.

6. Adult Support System: It is envisaged that the educational protocol through which the
orphans will progress from their infancy will help them develop an outlook toward “thinking
outside the box” in shaping their adult lives, which, hopefully, will also include marriage and
family etc. It is further envisaged that some of these adults will face marital difficulties faced
by others in the society. Because these orphans will lack “family support system”, they will
return to the same orphanage where they grew up. Their children will receive the same
care/education they themselves received while growing up at the orphanage. Because the
returning adults will have vocational skills, they will produce “goods and services” that will be
marked through assistance from IAFF. It is to be noted that an “adult orphan” care is already
in operation at the Nivedita Ashram for people abandoned by their children. This
infrastructure will be augmented to handle new challenges resulting from returning adults.
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The little orphans were abandoned at birth because
they are girls.

Dr. Subhas Mohapatra is President of Indo American Friendship
Foundation (IAFF)

All religions, arts and sciences are branches of the same tree.
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CANCER IN WOMEN

Dr. Devi P. Misra

Cancer is the second leading cause of death in women. The most common cancers
affecting women are breast, colon, endometrial, ovarian, skin, cervical, and lung cancer.

BREAST CANCER

Early detection is of paramount importance.

Recommendations:

Yearly mammograms starting at age 40

Periodic clinical breast examination — every 3 years in ages 20s to 30s and every
year for age 40 years and older.

Breast self exam

Women at increased risk should have breast ultrasound or MRI — after consulting
a physician.

COLON CANCER

Predisposing Factors:

Always starts as a polyp

People over 50

Family history of colorectal polyp or cancer
Inflammatory bowel disease

Diet of high fat foods

Overweight, smoking, inactivity

Testing options after age 50:

R,

Prevention:
[ ]

Yearly stool occult blood test

Flexible sigmoidoscopy every five years.

Yearly occult blood test & sigmoidoscopy every five years

Double contrast barium enema every five years

Colonoscopy every 10 years

CEA level — Carcinoembryonic antigen is a tumor marker of colorectal cancer.

Taking aspirin, a tablet a day, reduces risk of colorectal cancer by 30%.
Low fat diet rich in fruits and vegetables helps in prevention of polyps and
colorectal cancer.
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ENDOMETRIAL CANCER

Predisposing Factors:
e Over age 50
Taking estrogen therapy without taking progesterone
Using tamoxifen in breast cancer treatment
Early onset of menstrual period
Late menopause
Infertility history
Women with no children
Obesity
Diabetes
History of hereditary nonpolyposis colon cancer

Symptoms:
Unusual spotting and bleeding not related to menstrual periods.

Testing:
Although the Pap test is very good at finding cancer of the cervix, it is not reliable for
early diagnosis of endometrial cancer, the endometrial biopsy is.
Yearly testing with endometrial biopsy is offered by age 35 in those who have a family
history or personal history of nonpolyposis colon cancer.

OVARIAN CANCER

Predisposing factors:
o Women with no children
Unexplained infertility
Having first child after age 30
Menopause after age 50
Fertility drugs
Talc exposure
On hormone replacement for more than 10 years
Family history of breast, ovarian, colon, or endometrial cancer.

Symptoms:

Mostly asymptomatic
Swelling of the abdomen

Loss of appetite

Bloating

Abdominal pain

Urge to urinate frequently
Pelvic or back pain or leg pain
Weight gain or loss

Abnormal bleeding
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Exam:

Routine pelvic exam

Transvaginal ultrasound

CT scan

CA-125 and CA 19-9 are markers for ovarian cancer

CERVICAL CANCER

Can affect any sexually active person. Human papilloma virus (HPV) is found to be a causal
etiology. More common in HIV patients.

Detection:
e Pap smears every 2 years until age 30
e Beginning at age 30, those who have had three normal Paps may get tested
every 2-3 years.

With the advent of Pap testing, cervical cancer is an uncommon finding in the U.S.
e After 70 years, having had 3 normal Paps in the last 10 years, women may stop
cervical cancer testing.
o After a total hysterectomy, Pap testing is not necessary.

SKIN CANCER

Predisposition:
e Too much exposure to sun, particularly in fair-skinned people
o Close family member with melanoma
e Severe sunburn before age 18

LUNG CANCER

Accounts for 15% of all cancer cases. More women die of lung cancer than breast cancer.

Risk Factors:
a) Smoking — 8 out of 10 lung cancers are due to smoking. Nonsmoking spouses of
smokers have a 30% greater risk of developing lung cancer.
b) Radon (a breakdown product of uranium) exposure
c) Asbestos exposure

Symptoms:

Cough that does not go away

Chest pain made worse by deep breathing
Shoulder pain

Hoarse voice

Repeated bouts of bronchitis and pneumonia

Swelling of the face and neck
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Weight loss

Loss of appetite
Bloody sputum
Shortness of breath
Fever

New onset of wheezing
Seizures

Detection:
— Chest x-ray, CT scan, PET scan
— Needle biopsy, bronchoscopy, pleuroscopy, mediastinoscopy

Dr. Devi P. Misra, MD, FACRP lives in Huntsville, Alabama
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THE ORISSA FOUNDATION

ORGANIZATIONAL SUPPORT

. SAHAYA: FOR MENTALLY HANDICAPPED CHILDREN IN CUTTAK COMPLETED A
3-YEAR GRANT IN 2000

. INSTITUTE OF ORISSAN CULTURE: COMPLETED a 5-YEAR GRANT IN 2000

. SCB MEDICAL COLLEGE LIBRARY: LIFETIME GRANT AND PROVIDED FIRST
COMPUTER FACILITY IN 1997 TO THE COLLEGE LIBRARY

. BASUNDHARA: COMPLETED 7-YEAR SUPPORT IN 2002. A GROUP OF 30
INDIVIDUALS
DONATED $42500 OVER 7 YEARS

. DEPARTMENT OF SOCIOLOGY VANI VIHAR: COMPLETED a 2-YEAR RESEARCH
GRANT IN 2003

. BHARAT BHARATI: THE FOUNDATION DISTRIBUTED $100 WORTH OF SELECTED
BOOKS AND TREATISE TO 10 SCHOOLS IN ORISSA

ONGOING SUPPORT

. ORISSA DANCE ACADEMY: SINCE 1985 TO PRESERVE ORISSA'S DANCE STYLES
AND CULTURE

. EYE HOSPITAL INDHENKANAL: FOR PREVENTING AND CURING BLINDNESS IN A
75-100 MILE RADIUS. SO FAR 340 PATIENTS FROM DEC. 1ST 2006 HAVE REGAINED
VISION FOLLOWING SURGERY

. EDUCATION, HEALTH AND AGRICULTURAL DEVELOPMENT IN RURAL
ORISSA: NOW IN SAMBALPUR WITH BISWA AND MRS. RANU MAHANTI, MICHIGAN

. RAVENSHAW COLLEGIATE SCHOOL: CUTTACK-SUPPORTING LIBRARY. IN 2005
OPENED A COMPTER CENTER TO TRAIN 780 STUDENTS FROM 6TH TO 10TH GRADE

. JOGA, WASHINGTON DC: YEARLY SUPPORT- TRAINING SECONDARY SCHOOL
TEACHERS.

. PRESERVING OUR LITERATURE: GRANTS TO PROF. JATINDRA MOHANTY TO
COMPILE 50 YEARS OF PROSE, POETRY, DRAMA IN ORIYA LITERATURE

DO YOU WISH YOUR TAX-FREE DONATIONS TO HELP YOUR LIBRARY, SCHOOL
OR YOUR DREAM?

CONTACT TEL: 256-883-5499 E-MAIL: dmisra@bellsouth.net

Destroy the seed of evil, or it will grow up to your ruin
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Indira Social Welfare Organization
ISswo
HELP DEVELOPMENT OF WOMEN, CHILDREN &
UNDERPRIVILEDGED

The mutual sharing of personal problems during skill training class of 1985 brought
about the idea of a group for social transformation. Indira Social Welfare Organization (ISWO)
was then born, and was registered in the year1989. The realization of a social change and
promotion of social justice consolidated the group in taking various programs.

Vision & Mission:

The organization envisions just social order, where women and men can participate
equally in all aspects of the society. Our mission is to create a society, free from discrimination
and violence against women. A society, where social justice and human rights, shall be
extended to all. We strive for an economic regeneration through thrift, skill training,
entrepreneurship etc.

Our Philosophy:

We recognize the challenges faced, by women, Dalit, and other underprivileged. We
believe that economic stability, education, and consciousness would truly empower women to
fight these challenges, and to eradicate social prejudices.

We Work For:
e Awareness and protection of human rights.
e Awareness against violence against women (VAW) and trafficking.
e Eradication of gender discrimination, and establishment of women rights.
o Community development through economic regeneration and promotion of SHGs.
e Promotion of entrepreneurship and self employment among women.
e Child welfare and protection of child rights.
e Health and sanitation.
o Skill training on different handicrafts such as embroidery, zari craft and patch work,

tailoring, appliqué, making soft toys etc. and providing platform for marketing.

Training for rural entrepreneurship development.

Protection of environment and promotion of agriculture,

Education to SC/ST drop outs and promotion to adult literacy.

Awareness and sensitization through cultural activities, public rallies, meetings, seminars
etc.

Rehabilitation to women victims.

Network building, lobby, advocacy, and legal assistance.

o Anti-liquor campaign.

Strategy:
The strategy we adopted has many constituents, such as finding counseling to the

victim, confrontation, legal action, lobby and advocacy, public awareness, and rehabilitation.

Achievements:
e ISWO runs three schools for SC/ST children and dropouts.
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o More than one 100 women self help groups work in eight Panchayats, and one
Municipal area catering to more than 40,000 people for socioeconomic sustainability.

¢ More than 500 women artisans received training in various handicrafts and other skills
annually.
Rehabilitation center for women victims.

¢ Human Right Cell of the organization provides a platform of redress in around 150 cases
of women rights violation each year.

o Nationally acclaimed Department of Youth Affairs and Sports, Ministry of HRD, India.

o We are the recipient of many awards; however the following merit a mention:
Outstanding Youth Club Award, Jayprakash Narayan Award, National Youth Award etc.

Ekta Vahini:

It is an exclusive cultural troupe of ISWO which is an integral part of the organization.
Through performances it provides a platform of dissemination of solutions against social
prejudices, especially against women. The performances of the troupe, of various themes, have
been acclaimed at National and International Congregations.

The spirit of the workers and volunteers is high and their commitment is unfazed.
However their resource limitations and mobility constraints sometimes pose difficulties.
Nevertheless our hope and trust on the generosity of our donors is intact. We are also hopeful
that the executive/administrative apathy would gradually meet to accept the social changes.

Please come forward for equality, justice, and empowerment. Assist for the development
of women, children, and Dalits.

ISWO would like to thank the OSA- Ml chapter for their donations towards boring this tube well. One single tube well
helps the villagers of Lahuni Pada.

Contact Information:

At: Kunjakanta, Chandia Sahi

P.O/Dist.: Dhenkanal- 759001~~~ ORISSA, INDIA
E-mail: puspanjaliiswodkl@hotmail.com,
Telephone: 91-0762-224239

U.S Contact: swapnalata@comcast.net

Kindness is the language which the deaf can hear and the blind can see.
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Preparing village children for a developed Orissa, India.
Prachi Academy Science Gallery Project

Saubhagya Laxmi Mohapatra

India is fast changing in the direction of modernization, industrialization, and scientific
growth. The fruit of these will be better possible when entire India is prepared to participate in
the change. For many of the village kids their science education ends at the high school level.
Their understanding starting from their own health and hygiene to the vast universe formally
ends there. Those who could compete the odds, and continue at higher secondary education
find it difficult to cope with the sudden demand of college curriculum. Building the strength of
manpower through appreciation of science and technology from the school level is more than
ever essential in rapidly developing India.

Prachi Academy, Adaspur, is a rural school situated in the center of a thickly populated
area of Cuttack district in the state of Orissa. Due to the dedication of teachers, staff and
management it has set a record of excellence over the years in student achievement, and
participation in extracurricular activities at the local and state level. It accommodates all level of
students from the local village while attracting the bright and brilliant students from several
neighboring villages. However it lacks some basic needs for the advanced teaching-learning
environment, it deserves. The total strength of the school is about 600. Here up to 60 — 80
students participate in each lesson at a time. It is even difficult for all students to see the
demonstrations and experiments by the teacher. It might not be a problem for you and me to be
actively involved in any teaching learning situation but think about the “back benchers” in rows
of 10 or 12, who are mostly the below average, not so active! Think about the teaching time and
guiding time a teacher would spend if he or she would like to involve 70 students in her lesson,
especially when the subject is science.

When | was considering taking up an improvement project in my beloved school, the
need of a “Science Gallery” seemed to be the most appealing. “Prachi Academy Science
Gallery Project” is designed to facilitate Science education among the students through a better
teaching and learning environment as well as to provide a resource center for the neighboring
middle and elementary schools and to the district and state administration. The project needs
the funding for a building with a gallery for the students, equipped with projector and basic
facilities to conduct experiments related to Science curriculum, adjacent apparatus room and to
supplement the existing inventory of equipment. With the help and support of school staff and
district administration and a local Non-profit organization Sampurna Centre for Women’s
Empowerment and Social Development | am leading this project since 2005. The total
estimated cost of this project is $ 10,600 USD. The building is under construction. If you would
like to know more about this project, or want to contribute or to initiate similar project in your
school please visit www.worldorissa.com/project for more information.

Author: Author Mrs. Saubhagya Laxmi Mohapatra is the editor of WorldORISSA.com. Currently she is a resident of
Greenville, SC, USA. Email: editor@worldorissa.com

Pure mathematics is, in its way, the poetry of logical ideas

144 OSA Souvenir 2007 i




From Oriya
Homemakers....

145 OSA Souvenir




Keeping the Strings Attached: Oriya Gruhini

Anindita Nanda

“Oriya Gruhini” as the name suggests is a vibrant internet community of mostly Oriya
“gruhini's” from US and the world over and has completed two and half years of a loving and
caring relationship among its members. “Gruhini's” represents the essence of every woman and
is a celebration of womanhood in all its manifestations. Being far from home and making a new
home in a land of opportunities and dreams, be it the USA or anywhere in the world, it may
sometimes be a very exhausting and lonely experience without the support and the lending ears
of friends and well wishers. And the role of Oriya Gruhini fulfills that need from its core to its
sheath. “Oriya Gruhini” is there for fellow gruhini's in their thick and thin, in their celebrations and
achievements and in their ups and downs, encouraging and congratulating when one achieves
a milestone in life be it in work or personal, sharing when one needs advice, lending a
supporting shoulder when one needs a lift in spirits. In this day and age when everyone is busy
with his/her daily duties and obligations, in this forum; friends take time from their days to make
time for their gruhini friends. It has members from far and near, from India to Australia to the
whole of US, from home-makers to artists to professionals to dreamers to entrepreneurs. Miles
of distances do not matter as everyone is just an email away.

The community, which started with as few as 3 members, has grown by leaps and
bounds and has a total of 37 members till date and hopes to continue with this trend of imbibing
new members. Though most of the members have not met one another, they still are able to fill
one another’s life with love, happiness, fun, smile and knowledge. This has been a forum to
unite all Oriya housewives throughout the US and the world. In this transitional world of
crisscrossing national boundaries, the ethnic consciousness of being an 'Oriya' has made us
one of the most successful communities around the globe. The group has put in mammoth effort
to portray a new outlook towards the development of Orissa and discuss the current problems
that our state is facing. This group entails in providing a warm feeling of belongingness to
members who have stayed out of Orissa for most part of their lives and gives them a glimpse of
how Orissa has changed and is changing. Ilts members always try to create an atmosphere of a
second home by indulging in discussions and sharing their own experiences of Orissa and
abroad. Sunshine of love, warmth, and friendship sparkles the “Gruhini Parivar” everyday.

Sharing a thought, a joke, an idea, a notion, no matter how small or big is always
welcomed with open arms and so are the new members who keep joining. We have seen lot of
groups made only to fizzle out even before they get off the ground. Oriya Gruhini has been an
exception to this due to the undivided loyalty of its members as an ardent group of enthusiasts
who take it in their stride to go that extra mile and make a difference in the lives of all those who
love to see the enormous amount of support from this group of extraordinary gruhini's who are
exceptional not only in the sense of what they have achieved but also are special in the way that
they make the day of someone extra special with their attention, be it their birthday, anniversary,
birth of a new baby or any other occasion for celebration and sometimes for no reason at all but
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just to make one feel special and loved. Such delightful moments are not uncommon in this
welcoming family, a family keeping the strings attached no matter where we are and who we
are.

Oriya Gruhini is simply a luxury in life. Laughing from ones heart with a forwarded joke or
refreshing their spirit with a mind blowing message when one is feeling low due to health issues
or for some other reason, seeking an advice when one is in a dilemma, receiving a welcome
back note when one is still missing family in India right after a trip from India, visiting places
(through online albums) in India and all over the world where one have never been before
through the lens of their gruhini friends. Parenthood is a difficult stage of life. But many to-be
mothers and new mothers have shared their apprehensions, joys and eased their sorrows here.
The sharing of ideas for parenting and well-being of children has always become an integral
part of discussion in this group. In this family one gets heart warming hellos not only from
friends one has never met, but also from those who are there and with whom one can share the
days- like the birthdays, the anniversaries, ordinary days too of happiness, love, fear, concern,
nearly everything and anything without inhibition.

It is a unique platform through which we reconnect with our Oriya culture and heritage
and get to know each other and work towards building an everlasting relationship with gruhini's
all over the world. We share project ideas (like photography, gardening, dancing etc.) and
cooking recipes with the group. We have maintained diversity in the group. The non-Oriya’s in
our group can better speak about the feeling of togetherness prevalent here. Within this time
span of two and half yrs, so many members have joined and left too. Despite that our spirit
towards the continuity of the group has been the same as it was in the beginning.

We feel proud when Anya and Nayna do a splendid job in their academic carrier. With
families far from us, we know when we need advice; we can always turn to the elders of the
group like Swapna nani and Reene nani, who are there for us with their prompt guidance. When
we feel a bit little down and low in spirits, Anindita (Ani) is always there to put a smile on our
face with her prompt, charming and encouraging words. Mornings are always beautiful with the
good morning messages from Smruti. Each occasion is captured well with Sujata's (Guddi)
photography, birthdays are always colorful with Ambika's wishes, fun is always sprinkled with
Namrata's (Nam) giggly lines, our intelligence is constantly put to test with Sujata's (Dolly)
interesting polls, moments are always perfect with Nitu's presentation and Padmaja’s jokes and
Swati's delightful “Oriyinglish” pen downs and there is yet another sweet reason to open up the
mailbox with a cup of tea in hand on a dusky, infinite morning, eyes and heart fixed on the
message in the computer screen and to be a part of such a wonderful group created by Amita
and nurtured and kept going by the commitment of all the other above gruhini's.

We have always stood by these words, "there are miles and miles to go before |
sleep...." The Internet journeys for us, the Oriya Gruhini's, has just begun and we have a long
way to go and we strongly believe that this platform has given us a strong base to enable us to
be heard and to make a difference not only in each other’s lives but also make us capable of
working on what we strongly believe in which is and has been the primary objective, to preserve
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and pass on a small piece of our culture and heritage. We will continue to work towards making
Oriya Gruhini the voice of Oriya gruhini's all over the world! We would be happy to welcome
anyone to our family.

Mail to Join Oriya Gruhini: oriyagruhini@yahoo.com or oriyagruhini@yahoogroups.com

(Note: This article has been edited and compiled by Anindita Nanda for OriyaGruhini. It is a
compilation of the thoughts and writings of the members of the yahoo group OriyaGruhini.)

£l captain and Merced Rive r ©Biswajeet Puhan

"Experience is a hard teacher because she gives the test first, the lesson afterwards. "
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Few Recipes from the Kitchen of Oriya Gruhini

Compiled by Amita Mishra

Oriya cuisine is part of those unexploited Indian cuisine which is rich and varied. The
recipes are generally simple and delicious and are delicately spiced unlike the typical Indian
curries. The most important contribution of Oriya cuisine to Indian cuisine is Rassagolla, which
has been used in Orissa thousands of years before being passed on to West Bengal. Also
Kheeri (Kheer) which is very much popular in all parts of India originated from Puri, the land of
Lord Jagannatha, thousands of years ago. The variety of food cooked in different parts of Orissa
is vast and diverse. Each family has its own style of cooking which suits best to their tastes. And
this tradition is passed on to generations, from mother to daughter, from mother-in-law to
daughter-in-law and so on.

Following are some recipes shared by members of OriyaGruhini.

1. Sweet Podo Pita ( Bou's Style ) by Reene Das.

Ingredients:

2 Cups Basmati Rice, or Regular Rice (soaked overnight)
1 Coconut (grated).

Water

Brown Sugar according to taste.

A pinch of salt.

1/2 cup buttermilk.

1 stick of butter or Ghee

Few whole cardamom seeds, or crushed, as desired
Handful of Raisins ( and cashews if desired )

3 to 4 Bay leaves.

Method

Preheat oven to 300 degrees. Smear a cake pan, with butter. Keep aside. Blend the washed
soaked rice, with the grated coconut with water as required. On the stove place a pot with a cup
of water or more, add the brown sugar the stick of butter and the bay leaves. Let it boil, then add
the blended rice, and coconut mixture. Once it starts boiling add the buttermilk. Keep cooking,
till it becomes a little bit dry. Add cardamom seeds, and raisins. Pour this mixture, in the pan,
pat the top with ghee, if required and bake for over an hour and a half, or till a toothpick comes
out clean when pierced. Then cover, and cool it. Cut into slices, and enjoy.
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2. A Sweet Dish with Mango Pulp by Swapnalata Mishra

One can mango pulp (any brand from Indian store)
One cool whip 160z.

One can condense milk

1 or 2 cardamom ( powder)

Mix them all together and freeze it for minimum 3hrs.
(If you want you can add 2 table spoons Pista powder)
Take it out of the freezer 15mnts before you serve.

3. Dal Fry by Swati Dash

Ingredients:
1 Cup Toor Dal

One large onion minced
One large chopped tomato
2 Green Chilly chopped
1/2 tspn minced ginger
1tspn Jeera

2tspn Kasuri methi
1tspn Turmeric Powder
Salt to Taste

2tspn Sugar

Few Tejpatta

2-3 Green cardamom
3tspn Oil

Cilantro for garnishing

Method:

Pressure cook toordal with 3cup water adding turmeric powder and salt for 1 whistle. While
done, put a karai on fire, heat the oil, add tejpatta, green cardamom, then add jeera, let it
splutter, then add green chilly and ginger, and onion, fry for 3 minutes till the onion is
transparent, add tomato and fry for another few minutes, till the tomato becomes soft, add
kasurimethi, fry for another 2mins, then mixed the dal and let It boils for 2mins, add sugar,
and garnish with cilantro and serve with pulao or roti.

4. Cabbage Manchurian By Swati Dash
Ingredients:
1 large thinly sliced Cabbage
1 cup Maida
Y. tspn Haldi
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Y tspn Garam masala powder
Salt to taste

1 large sliced Onion

1 sliced Tomato

1 sliced Capsicum

Green Chilly

Ginger %2 tspn minced

1 large Thinly sliced Carrot
Soya sauce, Tomato Sauce, Chilly sauce
Vinegar, China Salt

Pepper %2 tspn grounded

Oil for frying

Method

Take a wide mouthed container and put cabbage, maida, salt , turmeric and garam masala
and mix well. Use as little water as possible. The dough should be of consistency for making
small balls. Convert the dough into small balls. Deep fry them in the oil till they become
golden brown. Put a karai on stove, and heat 3 tspn oil, add green chilly, ginger, onion and
fry for 2 mins, then add capsicum fry for another 2 mins, add carrot fry for few minutes, add
tomato fry for another 1 min, then add the cabbage balls, mix them together, add all the
sauces and vinegar and china salt, grounded pepper check the salt and serve hot with
paratha.

5. Carrot Kofta Curry By Swati Dash

Ingredients

For the Koftas:

4-5 Carrots grated

1 boiled and mashed Potato
1 tbsp crumbled Paneer

1 tsp Chilli Powder

1 tsp Salt

1 Green Chilli ,finely chopped
1/2 tsp Ginger-garlic paste

1 tbsp Besan (gram flour)

1 tsp Butter

Oil to deep fry

For the Gravy:

1 cup Curd (yogurt)

1/2 tsp Haldi (turmeric) Powder
1 tsp Chilli powder
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Salt to taste

1 tsp Besan

1 tsp Sugar

1 tsp Mustard seeds, 1 tsp Cumin seeds
1 tsp Ajwain (optional)

Onion-Ginger paste:

one big onion or two small onions and 1/2 inch ginger.
Cut into small pieces fry it in one spoon oil and then blend in a
mixer.

For Garnishing:
Coriander leaves, Cream , 1/2 cup Water

Method:

For the Koftas

Take a frying pan put butter in it. When butter melts put the grated carrot fry for 2
minutes and cover and cook on a low flame for 5 minutes . When the carrot turns little soft
remove the pan and let it cool. Mix the other ingredients of koftas, except oil for deep fry.
Make small balls. Heat the oil for deep-frying, and deep-fry these balls till they turn brown in
color. Remove them from oil and let it cool.

For the Gravy

Take the curd add besan and sugar and blend it properly in a mixer. Heat butter in a
deep bottom pan, put the mustard seeds, ajwain, cumin seeds and when they crackle add
the onion paste to it fry it till oil separates, add chili powder and haldi to it and put the curd
mixture in the kadhai. Boil it for 5-7 minutes. But stir it with a spoon continuously so that curd
does not separate. Add salt to taste. Add water in it. When it cools drop the koftas in it and
garnish it with cream and coriander leaves.

6. Recipe for Ambila (Sambalpuri Style) by Amita Mishra

Ingredients

1 Small eggplant, 3-4 pieces of Okra, 1 small Radish, 100 gms of Pumpkin- all cut into
medium size pieces.

3-4 Pieces of Arvi (Saru) peeled and diced, 1 Medium Sized tomato,
3-4 tbs of Yougrt., 1/2 cup of Toor Dal
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Curry leaves,

Panch Phutn,

6-7 Whole red chili,

2-3 tbs rice soaked in water for 1 hour.

Method

1.Grind the soaked rice with 1-2 flakes of garlic and 1-2 whole red chili.

2.Pressure cook dal with salt and Turmeric till almost done.

3.By that time put some oil in a pan and add mustard seeds. After the seeds splutter, add
the cut tomatoes. After the tomatoes are cooked, bring it down to room temp.

4. Then to this tomato khata, add the ground rice paste, and yogurt. Mix it properly.

5. To the boiled dal add the vegetables(except Okra). Boil it again till the vegetables are
done. By the mean time fry the okra in a frying pan with little oil. Fry till the stickiness of okra
is gone. Add it to the boiling vegetables.

6. Add the mixture of step no 4 to the boiling vegetables and stir continuously. Boil again for
5-7 minutes.

7.Heat some oil in the frying pan and add the panch phutan. When they splutter, add the
curry leaves and whole red chili . Pour this phutan over the ambila and cover it immediately
so that the aroma of the phutan is completely absorbed by the ambila. Serve with rice.

P.S. You can adjust the sourness by adjusting the amount of curd or tomato.

. Mixed Saga Bhaja

Ingredients

Few Phula Kobi patra, Mula saga, Koshala Saga all finely chopped and mixed together.
Grind presoaked rice with 1-2 flakes of garlic and 1-2 whole red chili.

Finely chop1-2 green chili, 2 -3 flakes of garlic, depending on the quantity of cut leaves.
Mix altogether the leaves, chopped garlic, green chilies, the ground rice paste with salt to
taste. Heat a tawa( frying pan) and put some oil in it. Then put above mixture in the tawa in
round shape. When done, turn it round like a chakuli. Fry till golden brown on both the sides.
This saga bhaja goes well with Pakhala.

. Kakharu Manji Bhaja
Take 100 grams of peeled dry Pumpkin Seeds. Grind it. To this paste add salt, finely
chopped onion, green chili, coriander leaves and tomato.

Heat a tawa (frying pan) and put some oil in it. Then put the above mixture in the tawa in
round shape. When done, turn it round like a chakuli. Fry till golden brown on both the sides.

Joy in looking and comprehending is nature's most beautiful gift.
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Welcome OSA 2007!

Enjovy vour stay with us

(L1

Saswata Chetaha

Eternal Realization - Tiny Attempt to spread Lord Jagannath's

message.
A Patrika/Magazine Published Periodically by Jagannath Devotees.
New Jersey, USA.
E-mail: Saswata.chetana@gmail.com
Web-Site: http://saswata.chetana.googlepages.com/
Kindly send in your articles.

154



-

AR A B AL RRREVEE
S

Vot I T - L R O Py W B

163




@ @1 GE6IGlIo, @718 |
QR6a GRInn, Rel-galel ¢&al

o

(6aIRsa QEIol

156 6l 9edal 9009 ?




gog/Qﬁlg.............

eQes),
pPAAeY

9009 6dl' 716QI9eQ QsQYIRl 9@, 6U'a AN AQY-IQY Ye°
g106/010a! PIeE QIEe J6R0Q GEIAQI 9g, 2N WEQIa JRlIe 6 A9 6
gIeeglee aIeaq 60 6GY Galadq Ude aad |

QRIQ RS/ 6Rdal G

q
3004 YUPRY 981R RN,

6 QI8 6 6AIQ 2°Uq @lA8 6 eREIa aq 98 §a8R | 662 QS 6l 9f ¢ 46a @I |
eemd AdQl 66 GEEI YoR QAIGY QIeca ARSI AIRRIa Ve fIe @Iad fal 662 ISl | Geq Gl
QQ6Q 800 60adial 686616 U6 dlda Agldq 6aa diIg J06RE oF 66r Gl Y& PH0R QIF6Q §0R
621adAl | 635168 6210, 60608 600 atq 2lsa AAA ZETAAIA GBCIER AID 626!, YRIO 621R AT
@100Q Q86-96a qI1§al, 6G6IQ Y5q 60I02e @dQl, YT ¥edasa A dRINIee Ga QG Ag delldi
0066 Aalael, QY 662 98eIa 6 & daINIee diske Adeldle  gedld Q& adel dal ARl
YaIe asadd | v Qosa d6aa 4o 66 dnldl, AQNea asady Vs @@, qIfe @g fae Y6 feaige
Q QO 676& |

Y0604 aF €6a G 6 Y& 990 UQNA | 66eR GEYU 998, 6EIg A dIafiel, GEAU Y6 §
2desia 67adial 26 d6e GAl 936 ge | aea dsNEala 48 diesa 2Ie1% GEANRE 606 6@
a0& 6ala 0lgeq 49 | @g @1dal, 9 2ied, g QBsal 626AG dai/aakl AIEe 6Gal AING 66IGY g6
66 a8l Gla8 6208 GG4l U6 caneea 6al, 66a g6 Afsaniaaa dade | 6GAIQ QI AR,
@IQIel 2ddiel 6EUEY Q2 @lel, Q2 QIGIead. Q2 AING ZIAA 6aalial 6a6R fI6a fIa 64IE 621a8lY
de 66169 6G2g, @ 6212V 6E4IQ | 6da @2 682 JAQIa fIeg §EQ 4Iea 6l ¢196Qe g8l
dQy G QUSSR 2d6aa 3B | @aIa Q8 AageT 96l 6EE del 6 are AGYIQ 2Ig8 GAY Agesa
693 Q2 adelafis 2y 6Eel adelanee A0 A6Ge QUR. dAIdEa Eia 6EHIa 9aGs QIeIeasy
Q0% @0a |

9009 GQl @AEAAAAEA WEQY G 68004a 76QI9Q URAA6R; 6AAMNIEH @I010 Basa GG QSIa
go@ 0Gon 98 @Al AR 2dIS AN @6 AR caladisn. 60AMIEE GGEl QIS V@ g0a QiSl Qesa
ARSI CIRQIR dsae 9eq GEa A6 9& aalisn, 6AaMsR GEAl AIQ6iq GG AYase AJeS &8
adigien 01AAC 6aIdisa. 6aa @d@a flse 2RIFa daaifa QNN 6ra IRl AI0 d6aIc G6sa @IGa
Qg6 662l 296 acda 662l Q1] dre aacla deet aadien. caa AIFGie Mlse A@ee AIFGY
ANRIER Q6 QG 6FY AGeYR 26q G161 2060 Y9e AR CIfeE, G AGeie WG 99e @6as 6
0360 66604 G 6606 QA 6aARE. 6aAMI6E AFES ZNQ FAAY |

6dl @ 662 Gald JalaRIEa Jdi AQINR NG CEaME Adla 6aAdAl @1 6QaIaIN qelEa 2Qale Ga
g6°aa19L |

2l6ael G GlRIeIa 669 9066 G360 dAGa4a aF U@ aG ed 6ala QIFe AMRA! AIRE URALE
dIeeaae 16 Qi afed gadal crid dald dia 2I98 | 662 Gald gadiala cdial @8R @del Adc
6dla A8y ARG 6 2if AfeEa 2 daesq 6dIaaIge YR | 9a6e AAsanda d6ea asaviel va°
raea/afel Aleaa dcesl 662 Galddy euia Qdd | 6alidia Gdsonl AR AAQ YEERIA
6R60GE GGUl 6Rdle GACAINIER Ae @RAl G cehal dQade 68U QIBItA 48 adela J6dle ala
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U988, Sle AIGGY YAl QY6 QA8 | @Rl H0R6a Ase @ Aldas! felY | 6al 9RdfIa aI0& /210N
Al6R 6AGIR/6AGRINIGGE 6006Ia ag |

¥eaa 6Gel dadea dald clagiel @8 6adia 6RsE sadal sk 6ad 6ad 2IEraql QR 2Iddal
YQda60, 669 6@ AMA/GR ARG AT 60 GGl ¥e° AT 2IAQ 6n6l H0IRed | 6aMIRaR Q&
29 66U Qalea 6610l @RIRR | ARIAG QY Ml Q6a 6UI6I6dIe @RZAIQ AR 2IBAG URYRIQ |

Qa8 26NaaIa analy G diflde Qlcleada A8 G Ggsl €06 2fa @hkla 6Ha1 @en ANR d6ae
GeQ, 62l 29 AL QG GO6Q GRY QAR G 606RIg 6Aa BEUGTY Q8BS (aa dsNael @ GGl
Qe6R), 6a6a 6a6a Q16 28l A @ sale, dIda QIgl, dlda gIe, dflda Qe dla dera &F @ 38
6008, 6/6@ 0QUAISNA AJagHa AQ 6Eaa AIRIARNE 45 61§ Q1Ie A8, 6a6a Q8 QaMa AIEa
6924 alel, Gaic, 6@Aa Radal 2I8. gasa ela & da feldela Gsael AGgs oI Gsdw @1easa gaol
Q06end | QIgacia AINEq! d0IR0 dgel 60q aGdela doid FER 62@8 46 @ @1eQ Al
QA0IRY 2167, @1eQ AF6 Q@I Ga6a, ¢I& GG A6eadIAs @ 2N A0aa GEITY A68RAGaIq
668 @0g | 2lfl 80Q 6R60aE AfY 608 Aseal 4Qeliq 62a Yel GRAIA 6JAdIQ 698 AGGI.GIR
6adialen did @Q @Q GGl d8a G algia ads @06a Gaq 6aGRR | 6da sada/cadial ke aaa
d6naaIa A Q1ea A6l 60 AN QIEIQ 9R QYQIQ J6Q (6A6Q 6a6Q JIRRIR QAR AR
a8I6 @Glal Ci GoaIa! QSla 2918 6ARed 96, fea 6Bl dlage aRielg 2eve adela ad
7Qat | 6dl 00dAsa BEY QISR J6e IR 6ANAER USRI QAR AAARRIE | Al IQYET 62716
AQI9, Q2B | 690IAER AR AR 60a | qadiela 662 Gald e8ag | QY6 6a6e @l 6ase oF ad @ 69
q 2IeaQ Qae d6NARIER |7 6216 aQ8al 2N RN Q6Q FIPIQ GG AI6Y IR g8 2eg dIde
2la 662 08 6ad G@alq 7R @Re | i

6dl gedala 6Eal Galea daIeal QIgE 691 dIR 6aeq 66laea @ell @69, Yal Y& G8dIgde aGesd |
60 @d6a 6a1Q 2Ll 6 GgIa adigielq 61161 @Y 69AIad, 68 64 @las 6 6al AddIA 0186aa AaY
dQil IRE URYRIG | GECR Q492Ia @6 6adl doIafiel sde cadal Aiea A26dId CIR 2186 YRS
| Aadiey 6A6ll 4@ 706 Jq QTG gEAREI ATKER 6766 Aedel Ie° AAGI Fi6 &a adde ANNEA
298 AN Ald § qoR | PAIeRl @ AIfg QoRael dedasa  cmea/cadiel AIRER 2162, 681 6
2IeGa1D AQ6Qd 69 FIA6a AgIa 6 60Q8I QE6AAR | PAIRRIa gq QIdE 6 RAQYEAIIA AIAI FRIYER
ad 6nda 6AGEI NI @ Aag Aee 6AR1 @ A 60A 6REI GEq JeAR GE4RY @d JalE fAIAQIA
cos @QE | @3 o2l AG @8 66 @d e casa/cadial ¢ dloa/didal Aice A @Gl Ga16
Q6NN 19764A6AIGN AQ6AI6 G A6RE A63 617161 ARIRT Q19 6 61 @Q AT 671a AR URQIQ
| gadiel afGa a9 aay 671Q U@ QRY 61 ARIa A&, @1 AIEed QIGRIAI, 61 @G0 daldl, a1 Galaf
AQIgIe Ya° 61 deNa A1 & 6716 QIde QORI AR Ja6AId G AG0 QeI Gal Y@ dq aIdq
GRIRAI 691 O86Q I6AT Q98 6216 A2IBl | 6E2 FaIda g | /19 6R6 J6Q G ANIER /18R60
6€16a va 90a 2Ie A9 Ye° @F 0aeIasa 6GHIa Y@ Joa daos, 9f @08 GoEl | GoaR Ye° 964
@76 Aiglase dge 66l Galda Qddy Gelare @R a9l & 2IRAA URYQIC | esq 668 adie
6rle Qi AR @8l ¥e° Ga @2 IRt 6 AURIER JQ6UIGNS G AQRENRG! CiR ¢ Qdelna ARTER QO
| 662 QIS 6 AGCY QIRALY 62Q Ye° AERAL d1adglel Aldaeaa. 6l ¢ 6E6l Q AR @8 |

A dasela a@e.
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AagoT 9l 66l @6& &l Il §GYl @aIden @@ 6aa 8l |
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diqag 64l 26q, 0erq 2aQl A6Q, 2N 2ARIScEa. LdFa osa 2N @8l 6 90
A0Q Y PAQ 60 GRRIQ 919, Q6ka QY AN AL dfed.. 216 UQ 626dadY
dia 6@ GIRIA Q16 | IR 0lR @8 98}l 26Q, @4 @IEQI 26Q 6asesash Q8 G6a oIm,
F@ NIl A0QQ 666 26T AR QIF GIRAAY- Q6 UQ Ssna dssndial ANa a0 Y0
AIeBR GIRfiel 6aAa QNER ARaIRca QIR 02q 60R GIFRIRER 63NIER A
60GINIRG A6 @Y 0enca &IV 6ARIRE Q. dipZea &Y 6AAIRE ARl YO6R IV 6ANRE
16 2a A@euea eIy 6anIea Qlel |

A6REEG
“ dol, QG @R, €, QA
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a4 gaa: e1aegie
callaniea Qld

@Y 69 98 6a §a4! @9 69 a4 69 gas!!
¥2IQ AARIR FIRE6 6a66I6 QIQIosR QdRa |

® g6 Q6 09, 6dI6. €6qeel. adicassl, 63, UQHMAR. GEatEl QR FRNAA CIPIR QlAsa
a80I68 0Q@ 6016 918 9@l @F gaq JRe Qe AcAIERa A GERs eaftn - Y8
QNG 8400, GE0IA 01D 98 Allidea - dag 96Ya 2ela Gdel QR @l §aYol
FRIFER | AIFQ1C, 98 6208 6 6906a AIECIE 6glaa AMgla | Yala aeds! af dalad |
g R 6@ I°U66a VoI Y& AdRIE @761 | YeIQ R Q6 6064 :
ga4el varle das 964 (60, Yas);
¥gl 9919 686 A 6 9912 6QI0e G66Q QIR |

° Q19019 98 08 g8 98 660e af AIINER QIal aa 6eG6a QG 68IaRE 64la | Y64
QY610 @660, 22E 60Q G AIF 69060 TRIY YA 9aca Qg 20IR Ades |

G960 0@6a0Q Qadeaan calaa Uaciadl aal AIad . 424 618l gaes AQaINs Aaqals, |
a Qi g6l 99l 2BYGS Qg i

ge8 999 dage. 999 a/6ige ¢ 999 a/ege 6% 1 689 V9 @4 /g @4 &g 05

Q60! ARUGAIAG @QI6R!
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dge 690a 60Q6INIER 6a6m @9 (& aal), 6% (dine @6, 71606 (LR @A | Y64 Q4616 ARy
60Q0INIER 626R AR, @Qsl, Q6. 29919, adl, @Ida, 666 0Q6 6aanice @QRa GEQ @8 AIREx
QI8 | @% 98 60@ 6G3a 6096l NIeE AdeR 6@Id QaeY ad @ fsm 69 cReR ARIAE
AgauIeEe 96 ¢ QIZ0Y @1ee de @Gl MIdRQUs @Gfcn G 2GYUe QIe6R RAlE 6 QR
99Q6aadien IVQla 9Qeq dish alaca dasads asa Qldae QleIga. (99 60l1al) |

® QIRRGT AIFQ1L 98 G QT J8a AQAEa Gag J6a. @Qaear dea AINa1S 86 §aY 0gQ
G Qs 94aa Jaf 69 69 6anl 494 Jas 69

@q 60Nl Ya Lgaa 6d dadl 461 daieia Q| @GiQ QLA doTa G 6d 1
6l @ga0 do1as 6d Jastlas dia 64 62028

"aaiglagion eowaelelon";

YQI6F Q6R4EH6Q FERaIGIdY ¢l1eYR 00 66 BORI @EA YA @AA1C @AGI ‘aaglaIea” ; ¥Eea G8Q q
81986 69 Y& QUIRAIeas 6208 GagleEa daarel | Y§ 0asaNIEa GagleIeaa 2106 6alag @
c6lad clgdy ge: QEFAIL QP @ © @AeNIERY Gae°
i @ QI66 20° ae° AR GRAITHC eaGRS!
0l @leR @I6R AAel aGal GMeeaso!
QeIQIAIQIN QARG QG 69 |

9 ey aimel ala IEl g6g, 9eNG 6ala 66Qe alell 6@, 9eR @R YR, QIaNY 01 &1 A
g RIg. de aIglan FIF alP FARS, 697 0Q RARIE 671 FAR 9L QLT /

Q66 @8 Faq 992 @IF6! Q30 @6, Fag MY @A @Y 60Q0IE ALl AQE 64 69 6@ARA CIFTR AR
02I6a Q9% - ARQ Y0slEa QS |

° dql8l @9e @l 98 aal adal A°qd | §2Iae caadial @9 @60 9l A4GI Aegel | QI 9aql
a6l 6ol a8d6a el GIeca JaGe 621AAIBAIA | AQER o8l YIeald daal G6IR; AR, ]IA, GRIA,
60041 @9 aaadR; Qe aRés 62ia @ dal 98, ¢acgdal adl, @Id Qladal @leR, AT A6 ARe,
s a6 @IeY 6 @AGI, A6RIAN dqGa a8 99fc dqd a7ja 6beNs aqgia va va aQlgas | vaaa
@61R 9fa Y6re 9oq ddalsa a9 @ap | vala and @Igl gBa Kedal deR 621RRId; A9 630G
2l el |

0IQI626m @EI6ARIY Geglela 8 Pad 699 @A ?

Q16 G 6616 a8al QIq Gaa 604 AL AAQIa U61R |

@3 Qg G62q AI6 6aN6a RAITE AIQeq @l HFEegra d61e 6aIR G4IY GQIAIV | Y@
ofisnIan gor aegiel, 60 & wrad g @980 d01a F6a 2ered 61a6a 0866 ad va Urqd a4
Q9180 AQIQas 976 GgalE 60aas e° 2 2erqeolq 2°0e6Ie ol adal ale 6d08Ia ag
601088 |

60¢ @aiglel 09 6208 QUQ Yqdq. AAIaq FaIfIag. drgdq 2°gdg, dq8 69aq Gds e9aq
dala ve eIgla; 6718 @I Gdiel aida e AId |

® ARlideNg dgalien 6dem: @dla. @lea (@@ dead). Qalaldl, &lerga (F11aIR).dah 6Qa
@D, diagl Qg (G4l @G&Q(@ aclan, a8ddl (IeYelnld, Mae, ddglel, Q@aldl, A,
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166199).Q1916Q16, 6166604 (6E4I) | a6 6d6 @& AId I& asm GIQI A6 AAIeR A, 6618 e, 6384
uel. 68le el agb ana ddfa AanQasa ¢ §eerca GIaca Gag dBRea §aq AAMIsEa qa4-6aha ade
ddieca a6de caal | GGaIa NG (Z6ad U FxlY @aY 6644 |

diarl Ql9ar (196Q @alqlel 62028 falala, GAPGiQ, dsadl, AasR Ql @da41-dad | dlaml Q9 (191e16

(@IS0 9G 290, 299-9M) QIAYEA AR :
a4l qaf aIslh 66 Qesq 69 9@
6910 Q116QY 69 GAIRIA 6RIA
99 9Qd6a Qd 6a6l A
210Q QeF @16 90 AFQA
AI% Q1818 98 @18 69
6016 @9 FQIgR A6Q GAY60QT |

Y@ o6 26Y01an 6QG:
BRI NQIGQP RYNEUY RN,
Falfoneuy 604168 0asa1IGEeRIRN Il

QAIEeIAR a6 af
601 Q8 §eY C6QIen1
801 Q8 QQId6a Q6Q
§Q4 998 99 A Q6Q |
(@AY LIS, 90 YILh

Y294 elesa did 663a geq 2iar @6 664a Q4. 6da-easaad 4o daaleIaa g4, du el ARIAE
g6l 993 @Iaesa @ §AQel J6g Ve QFT ay cada AIgea G3kIel A0’ @Ieca deIde 62la
2928 | vaId eagiel 09 vaId cBala 998 vaId alace erMIde 68a alssed | V8 gaiol el
Q9 60adAl Va0 ZRINIJR 6 AIdeaId el ge Il eanle Alal giela 2°08 6 Y6 | Gg AN
6aI0a. 63980a @I @gAIa1 AQi0Ia UB6IsH RAIe Jardey 6268 §a46l @l Gdd @ga @l ga49q8 61
walelel |

[ Professor Gokulananda Das presently chairman of the Institute of Mathematics and Application,
Govt. of Orissa, Bhubaneswar, former Vice Chancellor of Utkal University, Recepient of Samant
Chandrashekhar Award for outstanding research. Presently engaged in popularization of
Mathematics, writing poems and essays; loves music. Now visiting California, with wife Nina to
live with their son Raja Epsilon, daughter-in-law Babita and grandson Ricky Spandan. He can be
contacted @ email: gdas100@yahoo.com; 177 DharmaVihar, Khandagiri, Bhubaneswar-30,
Orissa; Phone - 0674-2351212 ]
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0lg al6a @Ql& 6algIe |
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aduda anga, - aeglel
2604 A

galél ada gaeaIanesoa aaialn @1esc | Y@ 6800 Ry qidde Ve° 6606 adniee qfca
AIdie anIge | Vigdi-gassiag s1acqlel ARIaQeE I, dIf, Al G6Y 6Ige | 6a Galen | Qdelq
19% QEQl GAIAR G QIARIER. QARIA E1aIF ZsalIea 606 A0Y AIRI AERE. 21N @6 0Iga s1aeglel,
AIRIGA BT JQESIAL 6906@ 698 JRIQ AIRI G6Y A ARIZAS |

666 QIe1R GIRQ 61acqlel cel Jassiansys Gag udieadiriesa eladea 6andg 621a2Ida |
drdaida G6QEado 2QIeol. 2Bl Ve G6)aa1ael 6208 adgle ergda G6asq | V& fale 2°g0a
g6Ia 6 9918 626191l §g6a QIGQ 6 JAEelIa dala ade | @IG udl ¢ e HasENER 604 666! Al
Q6660 A7YE QONE 2ACINAE, 693 QEI0a @lYl G1Reglel | 69 626m Q1AL 69 G1AQR, 69 YRIEA
Qlel, 62 i | Al e @Q 69 698 Usag ¥e° Qe (UG 2Qeeuq | 69 626m AQ0IQ 691 6
dQéll iae | 61 Jasl G6A 606 2en R 0la adisa A1 | 6ABIAIR 69 AaNIAN |

aeiglel Al GQg uda adQe | 6aee uda dolae @1660aY gal 2 Qeglel® 6drca G6ala 62l
690166 AN Q96 996 die  Qgesm | amamam Q8 @18e @8 66860 69 a@@# 60960 MR
6aln6en | @2 U6 96 G 9@ Y& Ye° FQQ | satlaie 6de ddleaniaise dadde 6aQI6a s1aaqleie
d6ad geIdtia e4egl @GR | 6adaR adgld Ndasa Nalsee @l feaa Jal ZelIgla g@%@@ el |
628i01a A6AIRIGN Ga 7121910 QORI 666R 209Q 606 62ela dt Q& I

Ggala dsedE duie @8 G8ad e gal aldaicash @agjus Ge6a GEsldE A6l Fald 62la
6ERIIRalcacn, @eRIel Gla RIRE 69660 Adn 60R ClEa F6RIRIEI JRERASRA | 69 GYa e,
@QéIdn | depda udlgq qa AIee Jalsa d1adgl® ade @Q GlER @68 AuIe a8 6aladiadisn |
@eglel 626R 9 9QS, 62 Agaldl @e AR | 98 GRAI QIg 616906a QI dasl Zall aQ
aIfieaE ade Aad G6Id 62IA 6aRKIGERIEash aaglel GlF agalel Q66 ade 6adeR |
AR JeR(YAANIA) 0aQIaca QQead @adelq 69 gal fRasa d6ed @adIQadea | caId Aaq
@RA1a AIRJegYsa AQE 69 9642 Qde @QCIQEER | A8AIR FAQE ARceEE ade sealdld RhsaIS
Qg6a A6asl @GEER | AIRcAEIE G0 @G0l 2IE Y 6EEla gadiea Ay didfelgsd GRIae | aa
@916 6 QEQIA6 QAEQ AN JQE dIa Adia @8l 6a9 G @& @Ie gal | Qid2l qlaee ola @8 aeglel
ger GIF 2169 226a A6 eI Rafsh | aeiglel GIBU, Ua1 ade 841e Olq 990 Q9EA | 69 6AaR
Qa2 G QI G98 | @8l 6 A86a 6IF 6IG6M. 69 G613 6 QaCEa 61 @aR | 69flAIa 69 QaoRalan |

6Gala QuIe G1EAR QAESIAN 656 QIACA CIR BIA6HE MRINER FEESE | @eRie. @RaQ. Al 9aal
Raglger 9618 9odae 6AR 616866a 06N (ila HRaRAl | 69 660Iga | GlER GI& @64l | Gl 98
ARZIQ QA | 616 69AR @EEAAR | €6 @0 oAl AF Gl 69 626R FRIRSA | Gl B FIBQIQ |
Gl6f 696 61686 6 gQsSIar 696 | Gle A9RE @0, 69 98 fH06R Q1A |

2060a7a 0081 A8l QIgegqcd Galanie | gélelsa 2qY 666l YAG Olga e’ ? clsa @le QId,
JeIo 69 N1QIQIQ | 668 @ IR 69 636m ORE 01gQ | 62 AGQYIAN | Gl FENER 60660 FERIAEAS G1gI
A9ea Y& QlAedl 996 | alad oIF 6ra & 634l 6 6Gala 16 @10 62 @196 faNe €e1e | 69
ARING, . Gl ME 2664 | @I, Udl, eg HE6EITER 606 6006 AL 2a0e 8RHIN6E, 69 § Gdea ql8l
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s1@agiel | 628010 2@ 98IQ1Q 6RI6E 6RI6E Qegiel e go1q, AQIq, @aiglel IR0 q@@u G 6018QI0Ia
dician | Aol 9fle1sa celal, @Rl G0, AR, &, @15&@@ dRIRQREA0! AL ARIYEA ClE Q8
A6 YA |

qaglel U ue-ade, gel-2ge cacale aseaId | ARaealaq Apdel Fael AQIEA, Gel 2R
6616918Aq UA1-AR, QIg6-aGan ¥aI0 (8 saiee aad | aegld 9ds @aLIG! 96te Udleas AR
e ads | 6AGNIER 6RIAE FIAGRE0S 9060aR G60e Jla aagla ade RAAIAAIRIR. carIRE ada
60QIaI8 600IgR  @eQIgsa AaGRa ga6l ISl @QRIB | 6aBidia 69 696 AGEAIRR | BIN HRGIAER
692 Q9161 Q&Q 7l 96a FlagIa QI. @eIglel fY Alag! Gacle d6a @ G adeld |

Qeiglel e Qe a1 deIdR 6d0a d61e | @eala @RAQ JAQIaa el 6 J4al Aa ala 6 QAsE
6008 6QIa 60@ QY. 6o dd dade | clea a86a gel of Aew qieda dota | daela AGsaIgs
da §8Q qule ad. 0121Q 62 QolRIAE | dleaia aaglel, Fa udag! AIRYIE Y6asl Qeala RAAE
Q9910 606 QIGFANQ adléel 60aR® | Al A A@GG!. 486Ia 1618 | §acIa A2 ARl @G8IQIq G
e8IRaIa 0ag AT QAKIAGISA | Y8 @Rg6q JaNe J6e9 d6a AT Q1Y 4ad Ye° @eglel s
Qe GaIR PRIisa 6qI6T caaale asd @13 cla aglel 6 |
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The art which you have given
Lives deep within my soul.

Like the call of a lighthouse on a distant shore.
You have guided many home to a land of yore,
Where temples once intangible,
Brilliantly shine before awe struck eyes
Where anklets chime melodiously.

As feet break upon sacrificing earth
Where there exists no pain,

Behind red lips only radiant smiles
In the winding path,

Thorns will wait,

But with a dancer's might
They shall melt away.
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“626R GG V6@ 2IENaaI G6R 6a1Q ¢ AIAAIBRE | 690 0l 6 A6 6AIg KIQI 6A6E dAIAs dhe |
698I60 6@196 600 ORAIARE 69 620 | 681§ ¢ 29l AlsER 6lica @ age I”

61§ 90 CGURgsR | GeId 6d6e @ GOBR @l GIgE NAq JArgal, 6J666Q6R 6Q19] 6AIT 60alq
QRAGIsA 64 | “aIdea §Y, KIR6E @62 O @ella 686@ ARYel QY77 - ¥ 9@ QEIRIR Q6llé giaig
& dQ 606 6lgQ 606 66IRGAR 69 | 69@ qIge TR QIGRIAl AR ' 6661 daq ddel d6Q | 69Gaa
Q06161 FNRIE 29 dcca Y6e @ QAIGA0 | 6gola I, dIR |6g6a a9l | 6alse Gaal aAded 6
Qlfia1g 6a6ll @aQIAIG 2B 6304 | 6901 AaQIa A9 ARG KRR | BErQIg ANGE. 669M, 66HE
UG dQIR, 669m AU6Q 661GV CMGIAT GV | 9Q ARIIE AQ QR 8 QR 6 IGsIeRa GeIQ
@028 | 6aI68RAIY AIR TiA 63ERIERT TI806A 66QRG JEIA, TRGIATG G6R QY. €ld CIf AIFkIsa
RGRE | 6661Q Qlel eQ6ial |

“2losie 2 6610 919 QIERIg Qldl ARG 64, ¥ AaeIq YA ddal G6R", 6661 6Ql BRISQ a3l |

“2eRl ¢ 6aa6I Ga AIdR 60, YAG QIGT 604Iag | QY 671 da @I, 661 da Q1?7 69endIa 98 @4l gsEa
606 6" QI6I6A QYRR ARG 27 6¢6I 2161 U 6AIG Q69 | AV GRIREARAI, “Ya6! 28 da Al |
8 Y69 YA6! 20saR, Adiaa G 6718 A | a9 AASE, AR Q6 6 ARG A8, Qe Ae
6091g 9@@ I” 61g 96 | 69aGaQ @3 AV QIRIQ cadl FEa 621ARUER | AQEH ¥ QeIa Qaed d6a
FARI 2sN@al 2dlien | 69 egidal G 6l 6as6 RIAg6M 1°G IR 6al GARI 0Q A CIRYIAS | 66
GQl ¥ 4o, qla de da1g1e 62lede I’ ARl 66618 QBRI | IgE IRl 62el QF @8l @ @gQ
69016, 69gIaI 2QEAI ARL6R | 6661 @YUM, “d dale CRIAE ddl, 671Q @ 696& BIe 19 | 606
ARQQITa aell, AQUID, AYEH Qe AfeIa AasA, 69 6376 Q 2R ANIeq Qe @ae Jal | 667 dal
AQUIagR, 9 §4 6999 AFARRR | 626R @IGEE ¢ Gla Q6 6a6a e 62a |7

Y66 Q9R1 Q6@ 6lg 69919 AIAed | 49 6Q19629Ia 20604 @ gaenIé | 998 9RGAE 6aRl | 61q
064 af 69al GaQ 6" AIQINA a6 G9IRI 646 | @d6Y GGdn AR Al6H 29Q @@AIY | 9B ddiE
g2 Q19 6066696R Qdlia @ATY @Il 6Qla6inl, 69666Q6R ARG 6@l 9Q @Rl | @19 Qdie @2
QIQI6ARAI & 62Ml, 696m JQ0 Q8EIQ Q8L 69, 69 QICl, OI' & QEY @ URIAAIG | Fealca BH6A QIQIAQ
6QI6Ie @G, Q19 AI'e AId] QIEEY €0l 60RgMI | IRSI 20isR 69 QseiQal )9 6 /IR AR QARIQIE |
AYG Bl JAGI ddie’ @ell | 6aIaR 919, Q6N @19, IREReR 919, diea dal IR odend. g 99
URQIQG | 6R6aca6e daITIae el aBIA6R, QI e M1dEIY QIR6a Q6 | AIGAISEN ARG 6RIRER UQ
RIRIAICY 616 BIRAI0 ARIGI 936IQ 2IEAIA 621A YR GRIFIAN QIGTY |

69 QRQ GORI QIGYRGT | YRS & 7Y G6R @9 YA 6a7IER G6dga NIAsa GEEl 2IT2IE | GUe 6P
REQQ AR6A QA% | Y 6ADIAe 3A6 dIR GIREIS | 6090 69659Q REILREA @aQ @I2Iae &l A0Ml |
69AQ AEQQ dYe 6A6A Gl QORI G2 AECEA | CIF @EER! dsaAzIca aas | dY eid dMgasa
Qgelsm | 326 deigasa @q, | V6e dsamzica 61aa @qd; Gad of 6aRId | @2a @lgl, A1 & ela
Q10100 606 6G6 | Ul 69 &2 AF6 697160 @ Qade d6a 66l AYeE |

606§ @9l 0690 | AgaFa 713l @6 G60 | 66a0 @8 Q618 69 G 6@60 ada @lce d6I8, 6Ia
a0al @64l f8ga 6268Q Qlglea | ABde s 98 esa AEQaE d6a aIfalana @6RIeY 6Ql |
AGQQ QOERI dRId. Ol aBlal agl galnl ¢ @Y agie 996 A6es 62Al | a9l 6 99 @ AaeAq
Qlfiela gedlial ClRsR | Ae8l 99 V66 610 afdal 60 Afgia Oadl QAR | 46 @la Ghadle eela
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YQ6EIRENE @ 69a A9eR QRERER | F0NIY 06Q @alQ 618 UIdi @] caRgisn 6a16Q ZIENaE |
GARI AI6Q7I6R QIG, @Ra BUGY 66IQg6m | 604 ARG rsa “G8” Qgdsn | “6ad daq a6y Jfgea
Qm 6Q1aeNl 17

“Zi6a 69 g2 @Il 6908, 669 696@6a ¢ 9 | 6A0R ARG, 690a JIA QERIAE URIAIQ G | UGS
@16Q 2Ia 2R g2 QI91AQ 6a¢Q | 6068 ¢ 69 Mal 2dl A6 J2 QlIIaa 9 €a8 @ 62698 e
210 olRdlEn I” aoee @ell Gale 964 |

clasa @RI 9 AGQIa QRdeA | Gl 6@8 F 69al daq 49 6AG A3 QAQ!
6Q1QQIGL6R | Gl Q11 6019 6Q6 agea @191 696 | 99 69a AEAE ARl | Gl NA6a @ e Al 63
f6R GaGed dea @INIRGR daRe 68 afldage; @ 6leql GaYl 2GRIA 990 agd eaId | 6aa
QqId6a Gler 6@ G6a iRl | 9@ 66R 2R Qaas dnl 288 AIAYY 9QQ 60RE oY 96 AIde d6ay
@2 6@ 990 AR, 67GRIA AENRGR TQE | 666Q @9a QIQIda d6a dY 66 ael QIR |

99 QIQIIa A6 QA AQAl, 26ty 90 BIAMEA | 6716126 62166R @6l FAARE | AeRIeN A6

“‘Q” 6628 Q19laag 2d6e | 991, A%g81 @ eaAZIQ AINde dIdQ JQE6e | QAaRUIEF J6eaal AR
QAR QAULAS | J6MG, QIR A6 G §IQINIRY die 968 Q6! GAINAE | 6aIf GIRIE QI8 UGS 6908
| QIQINQ Gf 6066 CI6sm 2IYE, IQ 6960 GRS, Gal 6966 @@l | 6ig Qfialsa 69 0/ Q6T dURAY
FQ0IRA6e 67 0a8YUGq 0) QI6R 96Ra DIREa 67

“A0Q 6lg 6RIR 6a6e QIGRR ARl | ' @F QIGQ | 606Q 9@ d9@ 6Qlade |7 - dIfP JUl AUERE
60R2Al 1“alf6asn 6 e ANE 6290 J9@ 6QIAAING | da ANE 986 ARIa G aaeY 610!
60168 | ORI F63Y QIFEA6R FI'a 4EEY 986 UG TURIQ U194 AAGAE 6. 6966 9Y6 QR
62100 | 664 98 dMaq 698 AMaa ANl PRIYEA @ 2T @] Qe QGG I” - ARl 116 6QRL6RA |

66196 Gl & 99 ANFQ AYRIQ, @Y 6 AMAIg Of QI6e alYe, 666a 69 QAY 6lE 62aI6a 66T
Q6160 6271 AA6AR | €A1 dIR GlR1, B4l ARAINE JI 6QQI8, G RIQINA AR 69Q1 JaBif AsYIG
Q68 acel din 69 GE6I 21083 | 6Ig 6 Ga O & @ 6AARE J6R | @96 ABA 6ATIER AIE 62108E
QQIC QI2IAe QIR 26NAR! JaIq |

X X X
990 QI910Q AAURIR | 67QUC 6QI69NER QEALAR BIRgAl | AI' 6 dlge aleca 9d Gla &iaa!

Qe QQgUen @Rl | QleRl Q16 SIRYAI | 998 AIERIEE €9 G QIR 6ANIAE 946 Qe IR 14
6RRGIEA | 99 G ARl AlE6R 616l 6a6M |

615 @Q6R, “ZIEAl ANRI, 860 BREI FEARI AIT, QUICRIQE! V66 6RIAE Al6Ea F166; ALl 166 JRQ
6Q4I620@ | A AQIeE 01§ 1"'YA 9Ag6a Ol A A9 adal. “aaeligisadag Rl s 067 6ig
6Q1R6R 1I"G0RI @F6R, “URYQIQ I” G106 6Rl 0AHa @8 98 adem. “gdl, Gse aglq dla g2 Ay
RI6QR 1"9Ql Zedy 62la @dal ‘@3 IR ? YAl ¢ carina ¢da Q@ | Y06 99 @lIglaese YAG
6008 I” 37R1 @d6n, ‘Ui @GGY 60 YAGI 6 dlgaa sl I”

0R0R PFIFT QI 6667, CARINISER Q9B | 60R0R F109R JAREIG P8 QIeRIER 066 @Q (/9181 Qe
R0/ ClaR 908 |
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@l
3 A4 QUL

dala @0 &g @ &g ag, “aIel, 2ier @8 Jewish 2 | 9166 G6a @ AGRI | ¢ 4R "aI" | 2IQ @Qal,

“Q1 2lsgl Jewish 6aadien 6a66 aa 62aaIal" | Yaae 9 6@ adia gasa aelan, “@Iga?" | aaa
6a 2Ig 966 Jewish 6261 Qag6a 60166 a6 6616V & adlanl | dlsa 6aal 60 "Al6 Hanuka
celebrate @@ Q10268 | G612 6, “2I6s Jewish cake @lla Q1Qel6e” | ¢ldea "Jewish dance &G

aiqelea" 1 v@l @@ "Dance the Horah, this is the time of joy" @6 @@ caeinel d6ek A6a "Light
the candle, light the candle, Hanukkah is here" 616 6@1a gélia 60al |

Geaga A1 | elg 9m  @eadisda @ldsa aa_see aq, Christianity, Judaism, acyié §806a
0@l 62@8Y | 918 @F G6R 6066 6a6R ¢ QIAG 216 dsNAR 2YTR, Je IAS @R @68l 7166 @Qdien,

"gf. 66 dle Iee 816 A0 | Y2la 9886 68 6F dalfise 9@ @8 QR @6 @98, 6669 6ANIAE 6QIY
600 QI | QR G9Q, ¥2Ia 614 g6l alael @66 " |

26 A ARG 60 Yoy NIdeq aga | dQ @8l 6876 GRG! ¢ 8el lgelN | Y @l d8 g,
Q19 Q9 | @2l €. Rdl Q9 | 6AIEH A7, AIY @9 | I8 @9, 9ea 69 | & 626 §Y? AQ 6Q6R 16?7 AQ
@Qlag 0I36n 6aaR 6IG 86l @& 4g @I | GA 6a V6o af addal Ancsa Q digt Ve 8" @916 6Ie
Alagk Qo 6adialg Ip dAl | 626R 1Y 60 606 @Al Flse 47 GIG AaQl A0 @ QIF @6 AIF 6a ela
QI8 60Rl GG 606 @RRIB | QG 2 adie 621 QI GIREINY | Y 666 08 de dle fale q6e QY A1 | @IF
Gha dal GG A9 gma oI egl, #1F QeEAEA @ IR 390l G AIF Y dIRG 688 GIRdR 66R @ 6!
69 GIgll QIG6A QIA6R 76! QEBILITE 621 €60 |

gan 3@ Gaaa 6a 6aladial 00 66 Qe Q6a 682 6G16QIa dR6a 9 ¥eAE 6ala @0 BIGA | ale
@6l @8 660 69 0Gde & 2a | Ga Alal el veGel aIce | QIS 696 @ dIe QR 99eId, g 6IR |
dal fleca 663 A dlen @ &alq 6a0ie6e d6a @d Qad | dle @2 aslal @8 AIq eV, @6 ¢8 ¢d
qgelvY | Gaa 6If @ 8elq, 6QIRIe 9818, 9Rl 9R AGYIE IR YRY NIRE Adce e faelq Sy |
608 Qi @8 A8 sRIAE OlQ 46 @ell T4 gEielq AQaIN | 2IQ AEBIF Ga A8 66 6RYIA Ya° ¢h 68 AR
RAGRIN | QI dla, 6a6ANI'E Q8 96 6Q6R 7I6Q TRIR 6APIER QNG | ¢ QI6e Q. @4 2IENaal KIQIq
6adlalq eala 690 2la Y66 age QaR?

62ela New Jersey 6a G6dg/a QId6a 008 616 Ve 641 | @Ifl Q 66/, JAI 66 66%IQ @ 6AQ. IR
QIR OQEERAl 6aRe A6 aal @ ice-sleet @ Q16 AgelY | 98 @O 6aISAl Beal 626 2i6n A6 asa
a9y | 216 9 e 28i6a adl 6216 RN | 1 Q66R 6616 6aRl F& QIR 7168 | New Jersey @ 69a
apartment g@aca 29adisa dsaId a8l @ aden an | 3@ b oIR IV e A Ye° insecticide 62

aaelsa | Y66 agadl ¢ 691 @1eq alnsa India 66 @ 666 Q8A | 9Q cask QIGR, @ Q190 @AY ? YA
@€l 69101 ¥ 6061 2TQIQ 61T ? 6a6Q 60RIE 62 9Q |

Y9G 606 604 6866 4@ @6 G | 66 6IE onl AR | IR 99 cash 616 616 Mg Q1Y | AR
JeRIQ 6AIRE slRlanl daca ¢ 2a el 62a AIF | dIaR 68Q 68 Y6 Qlgl 66 TR46 QR |
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Q6a Qe Adedl QIQIE | ale Sle g QR AIGMIE | 620168 QIO 6l06R Qm @eREl | ARdl 6a6R
2Enaala 82 flse 0ag 66halg AN6RE | e dea Uea 6a7l6q GERl, Qe @8 QR 68an AMET 6
qell 626mE | Y GRIIER ZIES 621 ¢ 69916 96 6a6h Gla AR a2l 16 TRla O | 28l 96,

“2lsa, 691 QIS QIG8N Aise UG da GG QY @ @469, 6660 GGUl QI8I @F Je“ | A @ @I 6Q
el a3 6l 60 @ldea clIRel oa QY | Ge Gosa Y 6d 6Gel 6 @el @Y. 61g diag fer | GaN

NG

AFRI6a a2l 2ag @sa ¢ €Id @sq, “6a2l | 682l | d6r ael ‘sl @6 cIad'

vela 6716A1E 66 @9 AId6a 6adl 610 camIRI | Alg f7 @I ¢d | @16 @ demId 6d6 @ @9,
69G@ 2lg 6adl aell 62 | @ 626 AV QURIT | BI& QIQl6a temperature 90 G4 | 2Ig 2@ 98 ga @el
Qg alIY | 9166 @aal, “AIfl, @189, ald 9@ Martin Luther King Jr aI'6a, 2I6q 916q, flea 2li6o
brown skin Indian 6@, @9 @l 666 @ 08 46 6a @del'ee | Martin Luther King & 2671 g4ala

Qélael @2l | 6l Ya 99 @ell g8 691 91e Qe6a @¢ 94 Ye° ¢l 2Igev | Martin Luther King &0
6Q 98l 91916 61 | Gl AENEA ¢ FIGE Y LA 66 @8 del 62QRIR? 6 T6a QIQEN 6J SN 6G
gel adien 6a 662 eaIsa YaI0 6209, fAa 66 GGl AeR 681, GG Gl @QQ, 626m 2Q 2fa 69

@ell 6 @8 7160 Qg AT ? ¥ 606q 2T UGIE06a Ga A8 ¢ 9alaq. Visa, Green card 9866 QIG &6
@6 dal | v G361 oF M6 dIGsall @ GIR dnl? 67l Jal AR UENARIR 62R66R? YA @8l 671Q Y
606 2Idela de e 6I1?

@2 G0 66 dRl | V& 2Lesa 96 §Ua A NIee 46 @ellalal RIRsa @IQelY | 6dAIRE GOQ 66lIGY
@Qelv, “7I66 6qdiem, 691 ek Alise 691Q nationality @6l 6QIA dBIQE" | @26 6QEAIQ Q. 606946l
66 60@ 6a8I Ye° quIdR @4 | 6la Qlal African American 6 9l Q612 | 61Q @191 9’ &a divorce
62 QR8N | 821G 61 QI AIGi6a @62 | 6 AR AIRER dga aea 6 dY @6@ 'Y Indian" | V4l A6
dal fl6a 61g o6l @Q 961a@, "Indian with a red feather or Indian with a red dot?" | dal G@
Y6 QeI 691 918 G66a Ureas 66i6q | 67 dnl & identity 6668 @6l Ve red dot?

QIQEIQ! dQal | 6eRA Y Zesle § 2§ 9 6 6@em Valentine's Day @ ool 46 Qif
Valentine's Day @6 6218 el@gly | 68 66 Valentine's Day @ dagia | 9edise qaise 'love'

080, ¢IR YA 6asn 6aRl | AR gm 6a Valentine's Day aId 60 QIgiay «8Ql le ¢ 61 @19 666, &
ARe @dlaely | Aera dalca A" Al6e ATelS | 6216 6216 AER GBI 606 6 ARG @9 Qg QIR Q68

A’ @@6m. "You know Alana was in trouble last Friday" | ¢ ¢ig ag1@ 2iéiéq 013@ | 4y @@en
"Alana kissed Justin Baldeli on his lips at lunch time" | 2isq 9068 @@ €idsa 9dq | Justin
Baldeli 2@ @19a gq 01q 8 Gal 6Q1A ¢ 219 0l 48 &N | 219 @62 6d Justin Baldeli alq Gosa
66101 601G @6a | @19 66Q 61 adea QIaE 6g6m Justin Baldeli @igl @ell 7I6@ Q1@ | 6067 6Q6 2IQ
@ 0l ad6a aed Y | Justin 6066 G0 @sm M. 2IQ 61§ &8 g62 A1 | QONARI @A 0I'A6R AGEA,
"But Justin was smart. He told Alana, This is wrong. You should kiss only when you are
married" | Y@l g6a Alana 9e1@al, "Then will you marry me?" | ¥gla @@a6a Justin @3l

"Yes, when I grow up" | 2I691 99162 Q& el6a 29Q1q IR | 606m €A 60Ral 6a6R 69 1A 260
60 98 QQ2IIY | Yo &4l 691 2IgQ QEaT6?
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6900 Q1660 661aGIE Bnl 6974 F8R 9a QasiaR alaldl BIR] | @ @gaIN “6lQ 2@ lunch bag
6l 916Q 96 snack pack ¢ a8 62a6RI“ | Y2l €8 eQ @6 CIFea /g &I, “Alal (Y 6l @6 QAN @

QIR @ 01a. Il 6QlA Glea) AlAl Yea @28 adl“ | d dea alseam | ‘@dl' ? saniae Qo @6aq U@

2IQQ 9010M, @8 ada?" | 2Ig 8Qal “AI9l, Yael 62al a4l | Q1A 9166 69Q@ 6l pizza @ ¢6& 6aal AIF
| 6066 QIR 691 @8l QERI QIQ | A@ 608 6 216 640 6l'a favourite snack 61 986l | YRG!
62l @4l | You get what you give"

Gea 21edi 6910 QI9R 691 O AQ& 9q | OY Gel 9@l 019 Hanukkah a6 668 6ga. QY 991G
aIf& 019 Martin Luther King & a8¢60 694 €168, 6da dal fleaa 'ad on' §8060 Y66 &ie ? ¢

2@ eIan, “dIal, 2g «4q, 6718 'adl' @a"? 2g 66106 8dal “661a Gael dRl 488, G A Rl 6
889, 661 @Idl Al 661 QIE] QRAIG AIYEER, G dIsAARl 6Q A4, 601 adll fan an |

da e 6@4Ia | Q6 @19 | gA Qs 6a61 o1 @8l AUB | AaIg Aca Al UAe AIEA | SRl GisuA
aia. QIae1s; 6aIsla ARlA @10 @19 60a dalg 9V | 9¢ 3@ 0 6G61 @I 06! q @96 | @I9 daa
d6a 26n Ar sk Ae Ae Gais UA 0 el eq | 61Bsa adal AIse, ¢ @6 @2q 66IdY deq QIagIA
Q6 64 62918 @82 | @AW “60 €IGen 6aIRR? “ | Y Q@RI “OIfI G AN AI6 §66, 2Ae caIEY

Q09 8dIasn | 61a 6166 QIR am | 671 Frsa G AIRG" | Yal @2 @2 9n QA8 6QInal 2R @6R

'@ 66lal 60l Q6& Naq 67190, clal 6 alé doan-' | Akea TIR6a 6alsn @R @8 daa el 0eIQald |
6967 6a6R 7166 e QRIALIB | AIGR J96Q1 JIeER @l 466 FagIa aRIas aaeld - Gel. a9, 6al
G gl | 9Iaq 66 JOlal Ala, Qa. R, 6A0RT. GUR, @AY IR AIEE 6AA @AQ 6a0lI6R QO 602G
AQIA6E. 69 @8l 7166 QeIARIR | 906 caIf Alse Fad 8186 2IRG 0IFa ¥8 G803, GG Ol 61 26
661 600 6AAR @QET G G1qS @61 GG 637RE 76 671 60a6 766 GIQl QA% A6 6adIagIS 1

616 Q0ael Q8 Qadl @A gasa ga 6ala QA | Y60 Gaa ag Ve° dif 67l 9ac, G0Q ARIdca
I 6218 Gl 88 AIGEIY | 96 @csa A8 IQIa 2N 69 98 668 6ala AR, 2I6AAeI 60 6916 Gl
dige red-feather @ red-dot Indian 6a6e 613 | 2I6NAAIR 62@I @ dale @ 639I6R Q& dia @
QIRsA TRIY Gag Ye° Q06 6618 CIaQIca 6948 At dlace AT | 2R QISIsa 691 A" 9Y6 Y66 dald
Q64 |

(@A 2eldy @9y University of Maryland, School of Pharmacy 6 Post Doctoral Fellow.
olER GRG @Y dabl, 204l 6 gion dedew ade dv Elkridge, MD 66 Q9@ 1

“1, too, have a vision for the new millennium. My vision is not about industrial or social
development. It involves educating you, and my self, about our past. A past, rich in
culture and tradition, whose understanding will hopefully help you better define yourself
as a second generation Oriya American.”

Srikanta Misra, Editorial OSAsouvenir97’
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IR 9 @E 661Q QQ 6618 @96 gaQ |

691R QI8 §6Q%I E6Q, g €188 694 ¢ e e ala

A 266 QGG 6466 QNQI 621Q, elGse da GF
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QI8Q0a6a 62IR 66RaIq AR 6d Y80 ¥ Q660 QEI6aR
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Aagd 6aml QI8 AR Qa,

Y6646 2R @ ¢ ¥ AV Qng 6aIedol 6a1el 694,

A9 6 @ 296 | Q@ 6QIF QORI 62@, 6660 @6l
aeh s91@., @0 @I U8, Jelq 96Q |

@3a 671 918 @ell sellR ? a6t 6ml,

¥AG @l 2Qase ARaIA @19, Al Qe dla @elglel 6618 el Q2%
69 2@6a 9@ 2la 6al qion 2le dainise §d 6a &g |
Q 7196 994l 2 Qe 699 99
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010G-601Q!1

CeQ NI eI

60@ 0gfie Qecaga 6ade QIG UGl clRd (Fcea | gal Gea 2ldq QIQIa 2dden AQ | QIYaT
@oaca agfial doal 019 @4 @9 dal agl Adasa 644 | 919 QU @la @88 | QU @lesa Qi
galF 680060 215606 6aIR Z6aa 62l @3qla dal 9auI 6a6lg dsamsn QIR | AIGEa @la GEKiEa
dadn cglal 019, QIQIQEN 6Q6da 6716 @UYAQ coRnl AMesal QG QY RIGRIT QG ddsa |
galaa &9 60 aglial va 637G 019 aq, saladial 6944 | O YERIAGIQ dal 6216 gRINGEY 6 did-
606 UQ @Rl 0eq ARlsn 9Aq 6adalq | §6Id 62ab 9M/98 oF CGeIRIE YA Q66a | 819 A°aYee
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Sayings or @aql@ are like the signature of a society. Using similes from day to day

chores and familiar themes, people transmit the collected wisdom of a society in this
form horizontally (from person to person) as well as vertically (generation to generation).
Every primitive society has observations and recommendations which betray modern
psychoanalysis and socioeconomic studies. Here, I am making a short incursion into the
Oriya @a9ia- I hope this will create an interest in us, the Diasporas, to look into the jewels

we have at home. I am sure there is much more elaborate research on the subject by
anthropologists and social scientists, which could be followed up the aficionados.Almost
all the @a71& are related to the complexities of social labyrinth, family life, human nature

and even, believe or not, love life. It also sheds light onto the frailty of human existence
and the fragile human nature.

Social labyrinth:

Oriya society has a very rigid hierarchical organization. It is impossible to confront
people at higher places. 966@ @gé1 AId & @6 6alaq a@a @1@. The family members of the
higher classes can get by with murder. 086 92 qla® Qa6 6QI8 Q13- People at the lower
spectrum of the society are most exploited 66@ fipd 992 6in1-They can neither avail
opportunities 6an QI66n @laa @ AV nor get equity for their efforts 6@la ¢ 1@, Q16 &Y
@aé. Those who have, usually get more while the have-nots get no where 66Q2I g&6a
66m. They are reduced to being onlookers. 16 6a6m 71210166 618 a@dien @ral- Exploitation
is systemic @61 GaIGQ g1 2dadl @dsa 6616-The situation of female is worse. There is not

much they can do but to oblige 9Qga @igl4 A6Q G6R. LA QAIGH IR G6R-

In this impossible situation, the oppressed have no choice but to believe in fate.
GRQ 008 89 6la, 6984 6lésm 668@ dia- They even give up trying 2Qi6Y @difg d9G §sd

or day dreaming 916 @48 6016! 6@alq QI @98 A1 @I6- SO 6calse a2 GG QI -

Family Life:

It is the fate that also decides who marries whom, Q1gI Q1860 60 6laR d6aag; KIglq 4Y,
Q04 clam G6ea GY. In marriage, family status could override beauty of the daughter-in-
law §f 6019 @171 620, 61¢] @A 66IA 6@

The girl gets married and leaves parents” home @2 @@9 9@ aeg for the home of in-laws.
In spite of the uncertainties and the overwhelming mother-in-law, the newly married girl
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(@@l 6@i9)has an enormous impact on the decision making process of the husband gisi6a
g9 @IR6Q @60, Ol @& RYel QV% QIG@l 0asa dif amle 7182 even though that influence
degrades with time g2 Q2 QG 2aQ, Q6 626m Adl 0eQ:

She tries to make the best of the situation 6d¢I €@ Qlg 912l 98, 6d@I @a 1§ €19% 98- She
becomes strong to endure and flourish in her new life deia 9@ 6e6a @QQ dQ, €6Q 0@
606m 9d6e 9@ and gets prepared for rainy days @ 966 9@ 216q ¥ even though her
happiness and sorrow are tied to the capability of her husband aicna 2ediel dedl, g 6é6la
ey olgel @8- However in a very competing interest situation, he can be sacrificed agel
dea 7, 90061 a8 62a- When she becomes a mom she becomes be all and end all of her
children I Q1" QIgla, A9l 91§ 6lgle- Kids dare not to approach the authoritative father
figure ¢ GIf QI8 YR, Qlal 6IF da 2I6- She becomes the emblem of understanding in all
spheres of life @Ia 01 IR AI2Q @&l

Work Ethics:

Perseverance, hard work, diligence and attention to details are essential for making a
living. One can not depend on handouts 715 2Iéal 626 62166a and what you get that way

is not always the best of the best. 62 6@ @ @l68 JY, @l & ¢y 99. One can not depend
for ever on the family wealth to enjoy forever @4 ¢liasn @aeld 96a and has to depend on
his two hands. @96l 216 @eiglel In this world you snooze, you loose 66lanl 926 @l Qlg.
One has to be on the top of his stuff @@ @ f6a A9a @da GIG- Perseverance and patience
finally pay off agasn @G f6r 5 wia alfl d2ia @l6e. Usually most people grow up to fill the
shoes they get 606Q 066m @6am G6G.

Being self employed is better than working for some one else 6l&@a1 6in6e Qla- Different
professions have different needs ©¢18 66 6@, @éda 0. In work, attention to details
matters. @19 92 Q6 2FQl, J6al €8 69al- One also can not kill the chicken to get all the
golden eggs right away, 6aaGdl G218 @6 ¢lae, R @aIGen dal- For attacking any

problem knee jerk reaction is not the best approach. One has to think a lot before taking
action, @166 719 ol6l6& ola- It is a fact that there is no free lunch and what we get depends

on what we did earlier, both good and bad 66agi6R dia, @826 @A, S1Q QAR GR& I,
A88 ag@em 6log AIY -In a society, presentation skill is a must @8l @dsn Alfica 9Q d60; @G
@186n @2l gea QIR QI&6R fell 90as Glnel dine dadl, @8l @99 aad- Getting the best of the
situation Q1§ 219" 019 @6l 9 @A, avoiding unnecessary arguments el fl@ea 67161, Q6
Ai@sa 99 and developing a win win strategy Qg 916e6 & QI8 @QI6RG to serves well in long
run

Human Nature: Human nature is beyond comprehension, @ A9l QIQIg8E 266lIoa;
geqa 66, dasa 916, 9690 Uq, Al1a 914, ¥ dawél. The personality is set pretty early in life
9Rdl Q6 08Q @lsd, A8UIS 9a ©6Q @s8a 9 and rarely changes Q9@ €q6 €6a 6IEE, A8
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gqé f6m G665 HAsA Giacm ¢e6a 6AIGsm @9 & A 69lae. People are creature of habit @&
Qﬁf@ dsm @ di@ @6¢. They come in with all different flavors. Some people have no guts to
take any risk 6@ 716 60@ 6a1Rel 6oldl, ask for help é@ ERAGI GoEr ABRE, d0R Rl @9 67166
@@ or run for cover at the slightest provocation Y82 ¢aé @219alq while others don’t know
their limits G¥ Qigka @Rl GG @le; Qd UG ¢dl 608 @6 i@ ¢ad- Some don’t want to get
into any trouble with a @IQ2q QJ&G 66ie &lla@@ principle after some traumatic experience
QA gelq g @INGelN 6l 9l dif 0ad 6a6ien 06a, while others love trouble a&01q s6lIRaIE Q2IQ
and ask for it @6 938 69166 QL QAR NIQA1, 67166 €6G 6IR 66- Some mess up every
thing they do 646Gl 6qI68 6966 766 6966 or just ferment trouble wherever they go 9@
6lleqca 6@ 0@l@ while others go nuts when praised 6216& 619161 @G6R 6616 QAR Q6RG
geIv- Some are good at giving advice to others but mess up their own life. @§ 6ca ey
004, 98 @ dida aeq while others are too sensitive 6616 ad6a Aie @@ ¢0aI6R dliaal-

Some need no introduction 64l @1g6Q daGl Gawla @18 but may not get respect they
deserve due to familiarity 6’ @aal Ganél @le1 while others are born politician ¥ Q@ a1, 64

de dagt and are good at @@ @lél- They are really creeps and should not be trusted.
QO60 99 Q660 @ TRJA @9R 1R dQ, 6064 6d @Ide ORe gqs 6Igél 998 FI @Y @lgél P

624 ¢l21d @14 They are good at wheeling and dealing 918 66a6a flg @/@al and use people
for their own selfish interests only @@l 0a 96a 62@194 6aI6l- Some just make lots of noise
but are harmless 616l QIfica Qa 6016641 daEl 690 9a6s @@ while others are creepy and
very dangerous di@ Qlda @8 @96- Trouble does not bother a few @igia & IV, @I @6R Q4
619 2Iv while others die of worries all the time Q6 @Y @18, 6@l @Y 6&. Irrespective of
the status in the society every one has some thing to worry about 6966 @la6 6666 60

and people of similar personality stick together 26l 966 66laal 6 6 98a1 ¢ 6 geal 694
A1 QI GUIRGI?

Love Life:
Love is spice of life and every one gets bitten by the love bug at least once in

his/her life time 998 6216 @16 QI¢ @ 62la 961 @I@. People fall in love because €106 @@l
¢ael- Love breaks all barriers. @@al @& @8 7168 @ and obeys no rules. 916 @ @lsél @16- To
one in love, lover has no faults. €igl 9e 6da0 @64 61§ 69 &2l I 9Q 1@ 919 @l6d -

Some are too shy to make any move 60ésn @2l @ @62, @ 60dsn @a @Y making life more
challenging for the other party. People suffer in silence 9 9Qelv Q1gl 9@ 6la G6a o QIQ
waiting for the time to get lucky §aI¢ @aing &al 2&al. Some times, nothing works leading
one to yearn forever for the lost lover @@ ¢i6n &1 @4l 66ll@ s 9101, In romance, wealth is
not a substitute for youth @@l @@ 6810l 0Q R 962 ¥A €A, €6Q QA 6616l 9Q @Y 269 @Q &Q
and old age is not attractive any more. @IQIgRQ 7196 A1, Qg1 6d19ea 926 Q1@ So better not
to waste time and youth by indecision 696 €a6l @p @99 ¢6ea 6aR- The secret love affair
has its own problems. da 916 @ell G2l especially when it bears fruit 916 Ql6él alg 9l @68 @19
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Then every one talks about it. 691 @10Q 6qI69, & QIaG 999 6al9- People talk and they talk

mean, really mean 46 oda, @4lQ 9ng a6l sale. That hurts @0 @0 qasl 6Q1Q 5@, 99 99
qell f1e9 Gen-

Social Scrutiny:

It is difficult to escape the scrutiny of the people. One can be ridiculed for spending
too much time in make up Q% Qlade & 9Iad, d0q 2l @aRAIG or being religious in old

age @9d 606R Q¥ 69 ARGl Q@1 686R 66! 9aGl- A beautiful person invites envy a& 8¢ 69
896 om, 9@ 6@ 69 & @@e while an ugly person gets no sympathy Qigaia @dql QIR dalQ-
The worse situation is where one is homely @§ & 0@ 6dlal and gets married to a wealthy
family 606l osead 9ed @8@1 One can also get ridiculed for not acting according to
his/her position @@ @¢ 6lsn cHla NG, e Zaca 6da Q6 or disregarding the status in the
society 91l i@ @6, 92 Aldq; YG& aa @l 6 gl Gg8 gudl 9l Gqlial cala:

A showy person is a target for ridicules a4 Conn 62082, ARG 282 Aeq ¢6s, didie am
f08; 0nQ ARG AIF 92 ol 6aIaIRT; GRIq Y66, A8 14 66Ie @6Ie 62667 One may be criticized
for being stupid (6) RIR 2GEQ ARl 66IQIQ&I or being an intransient person 2QQ QUIQ
gip@ey ¢1a1- One can be negatively complemented too Q&lér g6 68 A, @GR 9Q IS al.:
On the other hand, not every one who criticizes is beyond criticism ¢Ié1 @28 g8&, 66l
g86a 6666 @8l 661aQ1 6al, 661 666§ lQl It is all in the mind.

Finally the description of the Oriya society and culture can not be completed without a
reference to mind and spirituality. An individual’s universe is a creation of his or her
mind. 76 66190 @ 9Q. A8e 6860 § €6IQ7; AIQIA 7 6J60 GIA JQ 6066; AR 6AA oM AAT 666

@n. Life is short @106 Qlfl 6cne@l; 9l @69 92 @@&@, 991 @62 9¥ &¢& and the old age reminds

us that our sojourn in this world is coming to an end soon 64 @Q@| €98, A0Q FQEI 998, @
Q00! 798, 671 G QIn 298 |

(Almost all the @agli@ cited here were obtained from the mother of Rajalakshmi Padhi, California.
Unfortunately she is not alive any more.)

“@Q QORI @G @4 Q1Y F0oaQ Al 1”
@ellsa 091 Q2a cAIR
q9Q QI 6Iel
@2l @gel @ Qléem
d@e Q1@ dlel |
qe18el I (8@ QIéisn--6ACRASAI)
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In Memoriam: Meghna Mahapatra, A Little Darling (1999-2005)

It was an exciting evening in November
2005 in Michigan. The usual celebration of
Kumara Purnima was in full swing. Everybody
especially the kids were very happy to be part of
the joyous celebration. But none was expecting
the most unexpected. Perhaps it was one of the
saddest days for all of us. Michigan Oriyas were
stunned as a little girl wouldn’t see the next
morning. A little life would be snatched away by
the cold hands of Death! It was heart rending. In
the face of such incidents, we feel how helpless
we are - a puppet in the hands of Providence.

This cherubic 6 year old girl, Meghna
Mahapatra, was the only daughter of Lipi and
Santosh Mahapatra. She came to Michigan in August 2001. She was a beautiful child and
won the love of all.

Turn of events leading to end of one’s life sometimes happen in the most
unsuspected ways. That is the mystery which is beyond the common people to unravel.
Her father didn’t want to come that day as he had some other important work. But Meghna
insisted that she must go and be with others to be part of this great celebration. As it is
difficult for any loving father to see tears in the eyes of the kids, her father gave in.
Meghna gave a wonderful performance on the stage on that day. It was late in the night
when they drove back. But the dark night never dawned for her. She was lost for ever by a
tragic road accident on the way back home.

In Bhagavad Gita it is said that one who is born has to die. But when an innocent
life is taken away so suddenly and untimely, it becomes extremely difficult to accept. May
the soul of Meghna rest in peace!

OSA Michigan community decided to keep her memory alive at this great loss. In
2006 the Oriya community of Michigan established the Meghna Memorial Trust to
commemorate this wonderful life. Through this trust an essay competition has been
started for kids under the auspices of OSA for the first time this year. Hopefully this noble
effort will kindle the memory of that smiling face for years to come. ®
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\Winners of Meghna Mahapatra Memorial Creative Wn'ting Contes
t2
/d

év\atﬁ

'

Topic: My U.SAl Canada, My Orissa

Upasana Senapati Anya Rath Selina Mohanty
Age Group: 14-18 Age Group: 9-13 Age Group: 4-8

The 2007 Souvenir team invited essays for an essay competition from the
children of Oriya origin, from U.S.A and Canada, by three age groups. We
consider all of our participants as winners because they all followed the
guidelines for submission. OSA-MI Chapter and the Meghna Mahapatra
Memorial Trust decided to announce the first place winner for each age group
as the Meghna Mahapatra Memorial award winners. Congratulations to our
winners!

Sincerely,
OSA Souvenir Team 2007

May God Bless All Our Children



Presidents of OSA

1970 Gauri Das

1971 Bhabagrahi Misra
1972

1973 Gauri Das

1974

1975 Amiya Patnaik
1976

1977

1978 Pramode Patnaik
1979

1980

1981 Ladukesh Patnaik
1982

1983 Rabi Patnaik
1884

1985

1986 Saroj Behera
1987 Asoka Das

1988

1989 Amiya Mohanty
1990

1991 Digambar Misra
1992

1993 Sita Kantha Das
1994

1995 Hemant Senapati
1996

1997 Gopa Patnaik
1998

1999 Anadi Naik
2000

2001 Shanak Patnaik
2002

2003 Laxminarayan Bhuyan

2004
2005 Niranjan Tripathy
2006

Convention Locations

1970 Hartford, CT
1971 Hartford, CT
1972 Riverdale, NJ
1973 Riverdale, NJ
1974 College Park, MD
1975 Riverdale, NJ
1976 Toronto, Canada
1977 Riverdale,. NJ
1978 Wheaton, MD
1979 New Brunswick, NJ
1980 Detroit, Mi

1981 Chicago, IL

1982 Minneapolis, MN
1983 Bowie, MD

1984 Glassboro, NJ
1985 Kent, OH

1986 Toronto, Canada
1987 Stanford, CA
1988 Saginaw, Mi

1989 Nashville, TN
1990 Washington D.C
1991 Chicago, IL

1992 Atlanta, GA

1993 Troy, Mi

1994 Pomona, NJ
1995 Minneapolis, MN
1996 Washington D.C
1997 Houston, TX
1998 Monterey, CA
1999 Toronto, Canada
2000 Nashville, TN
2001 Chicago, IL
2002 Greenbelt, MD
2003 Princeton, NJ
2004 Dallas, TX

2005 Newport Beach, CA
2006 Columbia, MD
2007 Detroit, Ml



With
Best
Wishes
to
OSA
from

Dr.Nanakram and
Manju Agarwal
Dr Avinash and Allison
Agarawal
Dr. Ritu Agarwal



Souvenir Editors

1971 Gauri Das
1972 Gauri Das
1973 Gauri Das
1974 Pramode Patnaik
1975 Pramode Patnaik
1976 Jnana Ranjan Dash
1977 Jnana Ranjan Dash
1978 Amiya Patnaik
1981 Jnana Ranjan Dash
1982 Jnana Ranjan Dash
1983 Jnana Ranjan Dash
1984 Jnana Ranjan Dash
1985 Deba P Mohapatra
1986 Lalu Mansinha
Saradindu Misra
1987 Lalu Mansinha
Saradindu Misra
Sabita Panigrahi
1988 Lalu Mansinha
Saradindu Misra
1989 Digambar Misra
1990 Digambar Misra
Sura P Rath

1991 Digambar Misra
Sura P Rath

1992 Kula Misra & Minati Biswal
1993 Kula Misra
1994 Alekh K Dash
1995 Purna Patnaik
1996 Binod Nayak
Susmita Patnaik
1997 Srikanta Mishra
1998 Jnana Ranjan Dash
1999 Ashok Archarya
2000 Lalu Mansinha
Kula Misra
2001 Jhinu Chhotray
Raj Kishore Pati
2002 Anadi Nayak
Subhakanta Behera
2003 Pradyot Patnaik
2004 Sikhanda Satapathy
Tapas Ranjan Sahoo
2005 Nirode Mohanty
2006 Babru Samal
Jayashree Samal
Abhijit Ray
2007 Manoj Panda
Swapnalata Mishra (Rath)



2007 OSA Convention Sponsors

OSA and the OSA Michigan Chapter thank the following individuals and organizations
for supporting the 2007 convention.

Families/Individuals

OSA Michigan Chapter

Dinyar Bhathena

Janet and Bijoy Bhuyan

Swayam & Santosh Kar

Joyasree and Subhendra Mahanti

Nibedita & Surendra Mahanti

Chandana & Srinibas Mahapatra

Gunjan Malik

Jayashree & Pradeep Mishra

Sanjukta & Sirish Mishra

Anjali & Ramesh Misra

Bunu & Ranganath Misra

Lyudmila & Santanu Misra

Sunita & Sudipta Misra

Snehanjali & Supriya Misra

Madhumita and Pravansu Mohanty

Swayamsidha & Subhasis Mohanty
' Mellssa Nayak

Other OSA Chapters

Manju & Nanakram Agarwal
Pratima & Bijoy Das

Mihir Das

Lipika & Santosh Mahapatra
Sarojini & Devi Mishra

Jhunu & Indu Mishra
Shantilata & Uma B Mishra
Kabita & Mahendra Misra
Puspanjali & Subhendra Misra
Inderjeet & Bhaskar Nayak
Suchitra & Bijay Panigrahi
Vishnu Vardhini & Hari Patro
Sabita & Ladukesh Pattanaik
Minati & Manaranjan Pattanayak
Durba & Kalyan Rath

Kaverl & Aurobind Satpathy




CoMpbanies/Oraanizeations

America Group Retirement Strategy Centers
ARLIS

ASE/

Blue Cross Blue Shield of Michigan

BPC Group Inc

Comerica Bank

Crestbest Quality Institute

Darvin Asset Management Co.

Dr. Ghanshyam Patel, P.C.

Dr. Kenneth Andrew

Dr. Malineni Venkateswara Rao

Dr. Timothy M. Williams, DDS, MS, Orthodontist
Flagstar Bank

Gowda & Associates

Graycliff Hotel and Restaurant
Hospital Corp of Orissa Inc

Hyatt Regency, Dearborn

IPS Enterprises, Inc & Subsidiaries
John Hancock Life Insurance Compar
Med(tronics

Merrill Lynch

~ Metlife




WITH BEST COMPLIMENTS
FROM

ZOOS

_RAMA CHERUKURI CPA PC
herukuri CPA

CERTIFIED PUBLIC ACCOUNTANTS

f_'Tax Plannlnq & PrePGm'I'O""
Ind|V|duc|Is P<‘_:n‘nersI_1IF>s

‘ the:jz__Serwces
'Busme Sfcm‘ups

Tel;--ezaa 539.9999

E mall ramacherukun@yahoo com

31500 WesI 13 Mlle Road Suﬁe 'IM Farmlngion HIIIS Mi 48334

WITH BEST COMPLIMENTS
FROM

Michigan
Orthodontic

Specialists

Timothy M. Williams, D.D.S., M.S.

Orthodontist

6649 Rochester Road
Troy, MI 48085
(248) 879-7200

Fax (248) 879-7091

Member
American Association
A of Orthodontists




| ﬁ;\“’ Crestbest Quality Institute

(& Consulting Services

3261 Altamont Ave.
Cleveland, Ohio 44118
Phone: 216-321-8729  Fax: 216-321-1129  e-mail: jkottha@bright.net

We provide training and consulting services to companies striving to reach various
business quality system standards such as:

. ISO-9001:2000 Industrial and Hardware *  CMMI for Software and
. AS-9100 Aerospace IT
. TS-16949 World Automotive » Earned Value
. ISO-14000 Environmental Management
ISO-17025 Testing and Calibration » Reporting Services
laboratories + Supply Chain
FDA CGMP for Medical and Management

We offer project management based contracting and will strive to meet your
registration services on time, on budget, and with phase-wide implementation.

m Quality Systems Auditing and Management

Great Lakes Management Services, LLC

89 Alpha Park

Cleveland, Ohio 44143

Phone: 440-460-1760 Fax: 440-460-1730 e-mail: info@gmsaudit.com
www.gmsaudit.com

GMS is a world class Quality Systems Auditing and Certification Management
company helping organizations with their certification and auditing needs.
We specialize in various ISO Standards and provide real-world value added services,
Risk Assessment based auditing services, and certification services through RAB
accredited registrars and with locally deployed certified auditors.
GMS headquarters is located right here in Cleveland Ohio, with regional offices in
Washington D.C., Buffalo NY Detroit Ml, and Chicago II.

Please call Jag Kottha for any information on any of the services listed above.




With Best Cempliments

Fram

Midwest Thermal Spray
23164 Commerce Dr
Farmington Hills, Ml 48335

With Best Compliments

From

Indian Guisine

Welcomes you to the world of fine Indian Dining

# Daily Lunch Buffet
» Banquet Facility
> Catering Services
# Indian & Domestic Liquor :
» South & North Indian Specialties '_ L ., A
29555 Northwestern High'u.-».ra*_u,.\r Sc-uthf' eld, Ml 48034

Phone:(248) 352-3200
{ Located in Guitar center Complex Between Franklin Rd & nkster On Horthnvest
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YOUR FINANCIAL LIFE GOES BEYOND STOCKS AND BONDS.
SHOULDN'T YOUR FINANCIAL STRATEGY DO THE SAME?

With Total Merrill™*, a Merrill Lynch Financial Advisor goes beyond the single dimension of investments and
looks at your financial life in total. Using a disciplined, time-tested wealth management process, we work
with you to establish your objectives, set an appropriate strategy, implement customized solutions and
periodically review your progress toward specific financial goals.

Wealth Management process
Education planning

Tax management

Industry leading research

Cash management
Beyond Banking

CMA

Money market accounts

Trusts

Private Family Foundations
Insurance

Charitable giving

Solutions For Business
Business management
Nonprofit organizations
Sale strategies

- W Succession planning

Planning for retirement
Investing in retirement
Managing job transition

ADVICE AND RETIREMENT
PLANNING

BEYOND CREDIT AND u Home_ financmg ) i
BANKING LENDING Securities-based financing

Investment products
Managing concentrated stock
Managed money products

ESTATE INVESTMENTS
PLANNING
SERVICES

SOLUTIONS TRACKING ance tracking

FOR PROGRESS
BUSINESS

isor/Client review



With Best Campliments

From

Dr. Malineni Venkateswara Rao
& Family
5341 Provincial Dr
Bloomfield Township, MI 48302

With Best Campliments

From

Dr.Ghanshyam Patel PC
Gastroenterologi

947 Dowli
- Bloomfield

e




With Pest Wishes
Ja
osd
from

Dr. Nanakram and Manju Agarwal
Dr. Avinash and Allison Agarwal
Dr. Ritu Agarwal

Du. Nayak

‘Salute’ the Orissa Society of the Americas
And
Conveys best wishes
for
the 2007 convention at Detroit USA

With Best Compliments

From

ORCHIDS FLORIST
Sreesha Arbal, Director
Srikrishna Arbal, Director



o

With Best Campliments

Fram

FamiLy HEaLTH CARE

KaLyan K. RatH, M.D.

JASPER OFFICE KIRBYVILLE OFFICE NEWTON OFFICE
1273 S. PEACHTREE ST. 21034 US Hwy. 96S 1304 WEST COURT ST.
(409) 384-9200 (409) 420-0816 (409) 379-2177

FAX: (409) 384-9205 FAX: (409) 420-0821 FAX: (409) 379-2188
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Comerica Bank. Dedicated to serving the
banking needs of the South Asian community.

Business Banking Services:
npetitive rates on business and SBA loans; cash ma
) e

comerica.com
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CIGAR COMPANY

HOTEL & RESTAURANT
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With
Best Wishes
to
OSA
from

Regional
Cardiology
Associates, PLC

Radwan Alkiek, M.D., F.A.C.C. James Kure, M.D., F.A.C.C.

Omar Bakr, M.D. F.A.C.C. Paul Lafia, M.D., F.A.C.C.
Hameem Changezi, M.D., F.A.C.C. Jeffrey Ledis, D.O., F.A.C.C.
David Dobies, M.D., F.A.C.C. Ramesh Misra, M.D., FA.C.C.
Vuong DuThinh, M.D., FA.C.C. Abdulfatah Osman, M.D., F.A.C.C.
Imad Issawi, M.D., F. A.C.C. Gary Weber, D.O., FA.C.C.
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(lobal |~ xcellence |nside

SGT’s KPIM SGT is a leading Knowledge Process Innovation &

www.sgtglobal.com

Solution Framework Management(KPIM) solution provider, delivering Global

o tonTeeologyeolution Excellence(GE) to Small and Medium Enterprises(SMEs). Our

> IT Strategy & Design global clients achieve profit with speed, innovation,
» Software Development
» Quality Assurance optimised cost and reliability. SGT's KPIM solution frame-

» Maintenance & Customer Support ) ) ) )
work includes, Information Technology Solution, Business

Business Process Solution . . y X
» Procurement & Sourcing Process Solutions, Engineering Process Solutions, and Sales

» Supply Chain Data Management

» Transaction Processing & Marketing Solutions.
» Finance & Accounting
Engineering Process Solution Our highly trained and highly motivated experts work in
» Process Industry
» Construction Industry close cooperation with customers across a diverse range of
- Wood Truss Design
- Structural Steel Design & Detailing industries to deliver solutions that are flexible, innovative
- Power Line Transmission Towers . L
design & Detailing and, above all else, focused on rapidly delivering bottom-

Sales & Marketing Solution line benefits to our customers.

» Lead Generation
» Marketing Desk Execution

From our headquarters in Houston, Texas and major offices

SGT's KPIM Solution is designed to in the U.S. and India, we have established a record of

help our customers optimize successfully helping companies in the Oil & Gas,

operating costs, maximize revenue,

profitability, and align operational Construction, Software, and Financial Services industries

business processes with the goals of increase profits by reducing their costs and accelerating

the enterprise. )
time to market.

The result...

* Maximize revenue & profitability “...SGT as a key strategic “SGT has helped drives savings in
* Realized business potential partner to help us achieve excess of 30% in several product
» Business execution at the right cost increased revenue and earnings, categories...”

structure improve time-to-market...” President & CEO, W.R.Grace

» Ability to focus on core business CEO, Drilling Info

» Expand into new markets

For more information please visit us at www.sgtglobal.com or email us at info@sgtus.com
5858, Westhiemer Rd, Suite 100, Houston, TX 77057 USA
Phone: (713) 979-3970 | Fax: (713) 979-3975 | www.sgtglobal.com

HOUSTON | BOSTON | DETROIT | TUSCON | AMSTERDAM | BANGALORE | CHENNAI




Today.. Tomorrow ...
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\ Orange County
qg@ Radiation Oncology

Uma B. Mishra, M.D., EA.C.R.O., EA.C.R.
Board Certified in Radiation Oncology

S o '/@) A Asst. Prof., Albert Einstein College of Medicine
Accredited by the American College of Radiation Oncology

Compliments of Uma and Shantilata Mishra

Technology that makes the difference!

@ State of the Art 2100C Linear Accelerator @ The Premier High Energy facility in
(Dual energy X-Rays and range of 5 Orange, Ulster & Sullivan Counties.

Electrons) @® Mammosite for partial breast radiation

O Prostate, Seed Implantatiqn at ® IMRT (DynArt™ Dynamic Conformal
St. Luke’s Cornwall Hospital Arc RT) Precision guidance system con-

@® Simulator / 3D Conformal treatment forms radiation to the precise shape of
Planning System the tumor.

@ High Dose Rate Brachytherapy

Full time board certified medical physics support for:

® Computerized 3D ® Regulatory Compliance
Treatment Planning @ Quality Control

® Dosimetry ® Quality Assurance

@ Linac Calibration

2565 Route 9W South ¢ Cornwall, N.Y. 12518
(845) 534-4700 ¢ (845) 534-4800

8 Miles North of West Point & 5 1/2 Miles South of rte. 84 on W
Compassionate Cancer Care at a Convenient Location
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