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Indian Community Proudly Celebrates The Ratha Yatra (The Car Festival) of Lord Shree Jagannatha, Shree Baladeva
and Devi Subhadra on 7th July 2002 and Bahuda Pooja on 8th July 2002.

(A Sene fr llc Ratha Yatra, Jagannatha Puri Da. (rissa India)
Gajapati Maharaja from Shreekhetra, Puri Dham, Orissa, India, and Shree Divyasingha Deb will be the chief guest
and inaugurating the Rathayatra 2002 & Honorable Ambassador Shree Lalit Mansingh will be

performing the chhera pahanra.

Shree Jagannatha Chariot is going to be pulled from Shree Siva Vishnu Temple to the Shree Murugan Temple
of North America. Please do join and seek the blessings of Lord and spread the message from Ratha Yatra that
symbolizes Universal Love and Brotherhood.

"Basu Dhaiva Kutumbakam"”

Program Synopsis:

July 77 2002 - Sunday

37 9.00-2.00 PM Ratha Yatra Celebrations. (Includes Puja, Pahandi Bije, Chhera Pahara, pulling of
Chariot from Siva Vishnu Temple to Murugan Temple, Mahaprasad and Musical evening by the famous artist
from India in Murugan Temple auditorium (Artist: - Bhajan Samrat Shree Bhikari Bal)
July 8" 2002 - Monday

10.00 AM “Bahuda Pooja”

Shree Siva Vishnu Temple Shree Murugan Temple
6905 Cipriano Road, 6300 Princes Garden Park Way,
Lanham, MD 20706 Lanham, MD 20706

aol@ld qIfll @de daollfll Koo 6f

“Jagannatha Swami Nayana Patha-gami Bhaba-Tu-me”

For More Information Please Contact
Mr. Shreekanta Nayak (Chairman, Rathayatra Committee)
Phone: (301) 306 1995
E-mail: lipishree@aol.com
Website: www.0sa2002.org
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Er. Shreekanta Nayak
Convenor

July 42002
Greenbelt, Maryland

MESSAGE

Annual convention of the Orissa Society of the Americas has over the years evolved into a larger family
retreat where Oriya friends residing in the US, Canada and Europe and even Orissa meet and greet each
other. The convention organizes various seminars, forums, focus groups, exhibits and cultural programs. At
the beginning of a new millennium and the turn of the century, we all embark upon a new vision for our
motherland reflecting our past where we come from, where we all are now and where we are about to go.

This year, the theme of the convention brings about a new taste (Pragatee Orissa) which is going to test our
capabilities, talents, intent, interest and ingenuity. Reflecting upon our past, for all of us who were born and
raised in Orissa, got the best education and have a privileged life abroad, we must look back and recall the
good old days and simultaneously plan a strategy to provide nourishment to the motherland at the time of
dire need.

The state we all come from, Orissa, had a splendid glory for centuries in all spheres of discussion (art,
commerce, trade, culture, education, tourism) which was relevant to those days. To catch up with the
modern modalities of progress, Oriyas across the globe (NROs) must work hand in hand with the Oriyas
living in the state to develop a synergic coherent plan which will bring about a precise blueprint of
development in all the above areas.

A total development in all aspects of modern era must be envisioned through, which will ultimately make
Orissa a potential powerhouse / technological hub center in the country of India. Building cities and
monuments does not truly elevate the economic conditions, purchasing power or educational achievements
of common mass surviving in the rural dirt. A comprehensive total development package encompassing
modern day information technology, telecommunication, biotechnology, heavy and small industries must
be designed and put into action for ground reality test.

Education is the key for all economic-social well being and psychological growth. Starting from primary to
university level of education, the people must have vocational training such that upon completion of
education they will create, find and initiate their own livelihood.

No culture is superior to agriculture, which is the key where all cultures evolve from and which supports
nearly ninety percent of the total population of the state. That is the most vital area of interest which must
be brought into the first order of business where public, private and government must work hand in hand as
a joint developmental consortium.

Health is wealth and it is the minimum basic need which civilized society must provide to its citizens.
Healthcare sector must be given top priority because it is a must for the average person’s well being. Rural
development will remain a dream if common subjects in the villages cannot afford minimum education for
the family members along with the basic health care needs. Case in point is the level of suffering of women
in our society. Their involvement in formation of public policies and administration, their empowerment
and their education should be a matter of priority.

The vast untapped natural reserves of the state, virgin tourism sector, cottage industry, hospitality and
service sectors must be explored with new intensity, which will ultimately be the key tool for mass
employment creation, thus improving the purchasing power of the people.




In summary, the theme of the convention “Pragatee Orissa” requires a troop of talents ingrained with
treasures of innovation, integrity and selfless devotion to undertake the new mission of the day for our
land- “all round development of Orissa”. All of us, young and old alike, workers and entrepreneurs,
students and professors and rich and not so rich, have an obligation to take a pause, look around, reflect
upon ourselves and do something for the land where we all came from as it is our utmost duty and
responsibility. It is a mission possible, which with selfless mind, moral maturity and endless efforts we all
can achieve together in no time.
Thagk you. Jai Hind.

{
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Convenor
33" Annual OSA Convention 2002
Greenbelt, Maryland USA

KONARKA

The language of stone defeats the language of the
man in this towering chariot of Sun, famous through-
out the world as the black Pagoda. Exquisite artistry
images register purc body forms of the classical odissi
dance of Orissa. Tts life size images are unique in the
world,
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EDITORIAL

Once again, the annual OSA convention is upon us. A lot of people within and outside the
host chapter have worked hard for its success. Annual souvenirs, over the years, have
become the mirror of our feelings and observations . This year, the editorial committee has
followed that tradition and has tried to accomodate as many as of those who wanted to
share their opinion in print. The economic development , PRAGATI PATHE ORISSA has
been the main focus of the 33rd convention. Therefore, several articles about that issue
have been incorporated. It was heartening to see that we could print Oriya stories and
poems in North America without contacting a printing press in Bhubaneswar or Cuttack.
We owe this good fortune to our friends in the IT world. A number of individuals have
spent many sleepless hours to put this souvenir together.

Our special thanks to Manasi Behera, Rasananda Behera and Hosensu Sahu.
Without a helping hand from our adivertisers and authors this project would not have been
possible. Our heartfelt thanks to all of them. This souvenir is a welcome mat for the 33rd
OSA convention in Greenbelt, Maryland.

We wish you a Happy reading.

Anadi Naik

Subhakanta Behera




Devotees pulling the chariot at Ratha Yatra organized by the MD-VA chapter at the
Murugaon temple of Lanaham, Maryland. (above) Atiniial piénic ( below)




L.K. ADVANI
HOME MINISTER

Dated: June 24, 2002

MESSAGE

I am glad to know that Orissa Society of Americas, Maryland-Virginia
Chapter, are holding its Thirty-Third Annual Convention at Maryland, from 4™ to
7™ July, 2002, the theme being “Pragatee Orissa”. I am also glad to know that the
Convention will culminate in a Ratha Yatra on 7" July, 2002.

Please acCept my - greetings and good wishes for the §uCCess of the
celebrations. ;

£k

(L.K. ADVANI)

Ministry of Home Affaires, North Block, New Delhi — 110001 INDIA
”Please visit our website at http://mha.nic.in”




Garden - by Tapasi Naik

(Tapasi Naik, an artist and a graphic designer, lives and works
in New York City. She is a graduate of Temple University)




AMBASSADOR OF INDIA
2107 Massachusetts Ave, N.W
Washington, D.C. 20008

July 4% 2002

MESSAGE

I extend my warmest felicitations to the Orissa Society of the Americas (OSA) on
the occasion of its 33™ Annual Convention at Greenbelt, Maryland in July 2002. The
OSA, since its inception three decades ago, has been an important forum to bring together
Oriyas living in United States and Canada. The OSA has, over the years, distinguished
itself by serving as a catalyst for greater understanding of India in the USA and Canada
and by contributing to India in multifarious ways.

It is only fitting that this year’s OSA Convention has adopted “Progress of
Orissa” (Pragatee Pathe Odisha) as its theme. With its abundant natural resources, Orissa
has tremendous untapped potential. I am confident that the Indian Americans will
contribute to a realization of this potential and to the economic development of Orissa.

I take this 'opportunity to convey my best wishes to all participants for the success

of the Convention.
M‘

(Lalit Mansing




Hosting Sri Sarat Kar, Speaker of the Orissa Assembly. (Above). Chapter participation at
the Annual Republic Day celebration in Silver Spring, MD.
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M.M RAJENDRAN RAJ BHAVAN
GOVERNER OF ORISSA . BHUBANESWAR-751008

MESSAGE

Orissa is a land blessed with plenty of natural resources, yet it remains backward. In the context of
the state’s bid for rapid economic development and effective utilization and exploitation of vast reservoir of
such wealth, the role of non-resident Oriyas holds much significance. In the age Information Technology,
Biotechnology and globalization, a new awakening among the people has to be created to face the new
challenges and opportunities and to rise once again to new heights by consolidating the values that once
brought the Oriyas laurels as a dynamic and adventurous race.

The Orissan Culture, known as Jagganath Culture, stands for love, harmony and friendship and
holding of Car Festival abroad will no doubt instill the feeling of oneness among the Oriyas. I trust, the
deliberations at the 33" Annual Convention of Orissa Society of the Americas (OSA) will help in
implementing strategies in various sectors for a progressive Orissa.

I wish the convention and publication of Souvenir all success.

7t

el e

(M.M. Rajendran)




Convener Shreekanta Nayak with L.K.Adhvani, Home Minister of India.

At the feet of Gandhiji after an Oriya function at the Indian Embassy in Washington
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Naveen Patnaik June 27", 2002

Chief Minister of Orissa Bhubaneswar,Orissa
MESSAGE

I am delighted to know that the Orissa Society of the Americas

Maryland-Virginia Chapter is having its 33" Annual Convention in
Washington from 4" to 7™ July 2002 and have chosen the theme of the
Convention as “Pragattee Orissa”.

It is a matter of pleasure that the non-resident Oriyas are deeply
concerned about the development of Orissa. Orissa is bestowed with
abundant natural resources and has a lot of potential for development. There
is an urgent need for concerted efforts so that Orissa could surge ahead. My
Government has undertaken a lot of welfare measures to ensure all round
development of Orissa in the new millennium. I hope that the Convention
would generate a lot of ideas, which will help to accelerate the pace of
development of Orissa and propagate our rich culture and heritage outside

India.

I wish the Convention all success.

G i T
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(NAVEEN PATNAIK)
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JAI SHREERAM

When we all learn to think and act as human first,

Learn to unite and live in peace, harmony and beyond the
barriers of greed, only then we will be able to fulfill our
individual obligations and responsibilities,

As well as prosper as a family, as a community, as a nation and
mankind as a whole.

Ananda — Baidehi Educational Trust
&
Nayak Trust and Charity Foundation

Wsittes e very tost ti: e

THE ORISSA SOCIETY OF AMERICAS

ON THE OCCASION OF
THE 33%? ANNUAL OSA CONVENTION
AT GREENBELT, MARYLAND
JULY 4™ TO JULY 7™ 2002

Ananda Ch. Nayak (1912-1993) Abet & NTCF, Baidehi Nayak
Pitambar Nayak Balipatna, Cuttack, Orissa
N-1, 205 Nayapalli, BBSR
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July 4*,2002

Dr. Lipishree Nayak Greenbelt, Maryland

President
Maryland-Virginia Chapter

MESSAGE

Dear Friends,

Hearty Greetings to all!

On behalf of all the members of MD-VA, I cordially invite every one of you to join in the grand
celebrations of the 33™ Annual OSA Convention being held in Greenbelt, MD. It is a distinct honor and
pleasure to serve you as your host in the nation’s capital area. This annual event which has always brought
us together as one large global Oriya family is here again. This offers us a great opportunity to meet with
friends, make new ones, to mingle, interact, participate and contribute your special talents for the
community and have an enjoyable time together.

There fore, we have worked hard and have made every effort to put together programs that will enhance
participation and are consistent with the spirit of friendship, inclusiveness, camaraderie and extended
family concept of OSA.

OSA remains committed to promoting Oriya culture and heritage abroad to provide a secure foundation for
our younger generation while working relentlessly for the progress of Orissa. In keeping with that idea, our
theme this year is ‘Pragatee Orissa’-inviting active involvement of Oriyas with their creativity and vision
for the unity, progress and welfare of people in Orissa and around the globe.

We eagerly anticipate your presence and participation in the convention to make it a success.

We wish the best of health, happiness and quality of life always to all Oriya friends, wherever they reside.

Thank you all,

Dr. Lipishree Nayak
President, OSA MD-VA
Host Chapter




STATE BANK OF INDIA

WASHINGTON D.C.
€REET/

THE ORISSA SOCIETY OF AMERICAS

ON THE OCCASION OF

THE 33%° ANNUAL OSA CONVENTION
AT GREENBELT, MARYLAND
JULY 4™ TO JULY 7™ 2002

Bank with the leader, grow like a banyan.

2001 PENNSYLVANIA AVENIJ”E NW. e
“SUITE 623, WASH]NGTON DC 20006 '
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FAX (202) 7853739 2
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July 4™,2002

Rasananda Behera Greenbelt, Maryland
Assistant Convenor

MESSAGE
Dear Friends,

It’s my great pleasure, on behalf of the young members of the host chapter of the OSA, to
extend a hearty welcome to all of you-the participants of the 33" Annual Convention at
Greenbelt, Maryland on the 4" July-7th July, 2002. The area around the nation’s capital is
very much noted for its beauty, togetherness among diverse sociopolitical and socio-
economic groups. In spite of their different philosophy, their hospitality is known around
the globe.

I am glad to be associated with an excellent group of individuals who have worked very
hard to bring this special convention devoted to the “Development of Orissa”
(PRAGATEE-ORISSA).

The manner in which the Oriya community of North America comes together to
commemorate important events in the prabasi oriya life demonstrates the great love and
regard for its homeland Orissa. We appreciate all the efforts that our advisors and
sponsors who have contributed and participated to make this convention a grand success.
An event like this could not have happened without your support.

Thank you all and wishing you Health, Happiness, Harmony, Humor and Healing.

Rasananda Behera.
Assistant Convenor
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Obituary

Bhagabat Behera

Bhagabat Behera, Orissa’s Minister for Higher Education passed away i June 2002, Two
years ago, he visited the U.S. and the Nashville convention of OSA invited him as its
chief guest. From there he initiated several dialogues between NROs and the the
Government of Orissa. Bhagabat Behera received his political training from the Praja
Socialist Party. As a student at the Ravenshaw College and later at the Madhusudan
Law College he led the Students Union. He played an important role in the student-
movement of Orissa in 1960s. Later on when many of the PSP stalwarts joined the
Congress Party and were rewarded with positions, he remained in the opposition. During
the National Emergency imposed by Indira Gandhi he was put in jail. Sri Behera started
his career opposing Biju Pattanayak in Orissa. After the Emergency when the non
Congress parties came into power in the state he joined the cabinets of Nilamani Routroy
and Biju Pattanayak. He was a trusted cabinet coleague of Navin Pattanayak, the present
Chief minister,. Bhagabat Behera truly represented his generation. He was idealistic yet
pragmatic in his political thinking. A lawyer, a legisiator, a trade unionist and a political
activist, Bhagabat Behera would be missed by all of'us.

Dr.Sarat Chandra Mishra

In Orissa, Dr. Sarat chandra Mishra was considered a doctor’s doctor. He had the distinct
honor of becoming the first MD in the state of Orissa. He taught at SCB Medical College
and was Chief of the Children’s Hospital { Known as Sishu Bhavan in Cuttack) before
retirement. He was easily available for his patients both poor and not so poor. His
commitment to his profession was total. He influenced the thinking and attitude of
generations of madeical practicenrs in Orissa. :

A son of the Diwan of Talcher,Dr. Mishra received his education inOrissa and Bihar. He
went to Englad for his medical studies but returned home soon due to illness. He received
his MD from the Patna.University. In several occasions in the past he visited his children
and grandchildren and other relatives in the U..S.

Dr. Sarat chandra Mishra was religious man . After his retirement ,The Vishwa Hindu
Parishad tapped him as its president in Orissa until he voluntarily relinsquished the
position. He was a benefactor or a trustee for many a philanthrophic and social
organizations in Orissa. Qur sincere condolence to his family and friends.

Dr. Kanhu charan Mishra

Dr. Kahnu charan Mishra was the first person to receive a Ph.D. from the Utkal University
in Oriya. He did his research on the religion of Jagannath. For years he taught at the
Ravenshaw College and later at the Vani Bihar. After retirement, Kanhubabu devoted his
time to studies and restoration of the ancient Oriya literature.

Xi
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In 1995 he attended the OSA convention in Minneapolis and participated in the Ratha
Yatra at Nashville. He was 81. Kanhubabu has left behind seven children and many grand
children, friends and admirers. In his death Orissa lost a great scholar . We pray for his
eternal peace.

Dr. Saradananda Misra

Dr. Saradanada Misra was a Nonresident Oriya who lived with his family in Tennessee.
He was involved in many civic activities and was a pillar of the Indian community there.
His untimely death on April 30 has saddened the entire Oriya community as well as the
broader Indian community of the Nashille-Knoxville area. Saradanandababu was an
internist/cardiologist and was Director of Lakeshore Mental heaith Institute, Knoxville.
He also had a private practice at Farragut, TN. He has preceded by his heart broken
parents Dr. and Mrs. Kulamani Misra of Cuttack, Orissa. He is survived by his wife Roma
Misra , daughters Eva and Niva , brother Bijoy, sisters Jyotsna and Kiran and many
nephews and nieces . Our heartfelt sympathy to all of them. His death has been a great
blow to the Oriya community of North America . We would miss him . We pray for the

departed soul.
Surendranath Dwivedy

Surendranath Dwivedy was a freedom fighter. As a teen ager he left high school and
joined Gndhiji's monkey brigade in 1930 and over the years went to jail many times.
Along with his mentor Nabakrushna Choudhury he was one of the architects of the
Socialist movement in Orissa. His underground activities during the 1942 movement is
legendary. Surendra nath Dwivedy was a founding member of the Praja Socialist Party.
For years he remained the leader of the opposition in the Parrliament. He was
instrumental in exposing politicians like Keshab Deo Malavya and T.T Krishnamachari
who were forced to leave their cabinet posts at the Union Government.  After Nehru's
death, he was persuaded by Indira Gandhi to join the Congress Party. However, having
been a constant critc of the Congress Party Sri Dwivedy did not fit well in its culture.
Leaders of the Congress Party of Orissa made sure that he lost his election to the state
Assembly as he was a strong contender for the Chiefministership. Sri Dwivedy lived a very
sipmle life. In Rourkela he established an institute in the name of his friend Dhuleswar
bastia to train and organize trade union workers. When his earstwhile protegee
Chandrasekhar became India's Prime minister Sri Dwivedy was tapped as the Governor
Of Manipur. During that period he visited the United States for the last time. Volumes
can be satd about Surendranath Dwivedy. His life is the story of the Socialist movement in
India. We urge our second generation Oriyas to read his biography to know

more about him and the land he grew up in. He was 87. His nephew Keshab chandra
Dwivedy lives in Virginia with his family. Our condolence to them, The people of Orissa
and the Oriya community of North America would cherish the memories of his presence

among them.
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In the Memory of My Head Master Sri Bhagaban Das

Ajay K. Dalai

Such a Joy. In the summer of 1972 my Uncle Sri Bhramarbar Dalai carried me in
his bicycle from my village in Puri district, Orissa to Angeswar Para High school (now in
the Jagatsinghpur District) for admission in class eight. As I entered the school campus, 1
saw a Person-Sri Bhagaban Das with white cloth and long Punjabi standing still in front
of the school office. As my uncle introduced me to him, I bowed.

He looked at me and seemed to be very happy. I did not know that in later years
he would convert me from most wicked to most gentle, from very poor to very bright, and
from a timid village boy to an outspoken student. A year passed. When my father Sri
Pareswar Dalai met him in Puri and asked how I was doing in his school, he did not
remember who I was. In the summer of 1973, 1 moved to the school hostel which was a
turning point in my life. The atmosphere in school was that of an Ashram as it was
situated on the bank of the river Devi, main distributory of the river Kathajodi, and was
very peaceful. Though 1 had heard about his idealism, ascetic life, love for students,
passion for teaching, and molding young minds for the betterment of the society and for
themselves, | experienced them first hand. Later on | realized that he liked new and old
students, and human and other living beings very much, and devoted his life for their
betterment. Twenty five years later | realized that I am one of his creations in the
international arena.

His speeches in school functions on the dedications for nation of Gandhiji — father
of Indian Nation, on Jawaharlal Neheru, Gopabandhu Das, Subash Bose had often
brought tears in my eyes. Many times he had tears in his own eyes during these emotional
speeches, which he wiped with his palms. His palms had healing touches as that of great
men and women in India. I bowed to him to get his blessings, which he did by touching
my head with his palms. Every day he did meditation by counting with beads on his
palms. He had chanted Slokas from Bhagbata Gita and read holy books privately and
publicly at Gita Patha Chakra every Sunday at school holding them on his palms. Often
he used his palms to make his points across the barrier between him and students. He had
given fellow students and me holy books to read and prizes with his own hands at school
functions. He also had used his palms to take blessings from great saints. Many students
including me have received his blessings. I am indeed grateful to him due to his
continuous guidance and inspirations in difficult times in professional career and personal
life. He has been my teacher for life.

Besides being an ideal teacher to many of us, he was highly religious and noble
person. In 1974, he inspired us — about 12 students and three schoo! staff to be initiated
by Sri Sitaram Das Omkarnathji in Puri. He made us believe that Guru is God and is
essential to cross the ocean of life and to be out of birth and death cycles. He had shown
us through his personal life that life on earth has a purpose — to help fellow human beings.
The only food that soul needs is good deeds, good character, and religious activities in
our daily lives. I had many discussions with him on these aspects in school — often during
school vacations.
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He has been instrumental for all of us — the alumni of Angeswar Para High school,
to be bound together in brotherhood. We do admire him, and discuss on our past and
present, which he is part of. It is impossible to describe our lives with no reference to
him. His good deeds to us will be reflected in many of our generations.

It was among the ordinary ignoble and poor students that he chose to labor. You
have to be pretty tough character to help people when others are not interested in helping.
That is how he struck me. He was tough. We think that great men are soft, ethereal, pious,
and meek. But some souls are great organizers, great operators, and great combaters in
the world. '

Many times 1 have seen him in a breathtaking act of courage. He allowed the
activities of Rastriya Soyam Sebak Sangha in school during emergency by the then Prime
minister of Indian Mrs Gandhi, and maintained a strong discipline and character among
students during his stay in school. He spoke against corruption and social evils at many
meetings. He did not care and was not afraid. He had very strong and definite ideologies
in life. He always took his own advice and lived a whole life that showed it.

Shortly after his retirement from School in 1998, he expired in Jagatsingh Pur.
The school and many rural areas in Orissa have benefited tremendously from his life. His
students and colleagues at school and elsewhere, will cherish the happy times that they
had in school for all time to come, and will miss him forever. [ feel that it is my duty to
keep his ideologies alive through our actions, no matter where we are, and to pray God
for his enlightenment.

(Dr. Ajay K. Dalai is a professor of Chemical Engineering in Canada. He is recently
given Patro-Canada Young Innovator award, Japanese Society of Promotion of Science
Award, and is awarded Canada Research Chair in Bio-energy and Environmentally
Fraindly Chemical Processing. He lives in Saskatoon with his family ).
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Silver is just as good as gold

Chandan Khandai

Rama said in the Ramayana that even if one is of low power and status, if they focus their
minds on God and helping others, then all will be provided for and they will live happily
ever after. No offense to the incarnation of Vishnu, but this is a different yuga, and people
have different rules and goals now. In this time and place, we are constantly being
measured by the sum of our achievements. How well we do, what positions we have held,
how much we make, all these are taken into account by people when they judge our value
as people. The person aiming to achieve great things in life and happiness cannot afford
to be mediocre, because mediocrity does not look good on a college transcript Ivy-bound,
or an application for a job at a prestigious law firm. Success in life requires achievements,
and what’s more, they must be not just personally satisfying but acceptable to the
recipients of your life story.

Thus, from an early age many children (such as I) are schooled in the OSA-
Overachieving School of Acquisition. To acquire glory, fame, riches, and (of course) thus
happiness, we must do well in life. To do well in life, we must do well in everything in
life. The math test must be the highest score in the class, preferably a perfect score, so
you can say you are the top in your class. You must run for Student Council President, so
on applications you can show highly coveted “leadership roles.” The Spelling Bee must
be won, because that way you have won a contest- obviously a necessary requirement for
happiness, according to this School of thought. Everything must be done not just well, but
the best you can do it-, which of course is the best for anybody. It stems from the central
belief of this credo- “To try is to achieve.” Because you tried for it, obviously you must
achieve it. Otherwise, you didn’t try.

What is unfortunate about this school of thought is the number of Oriya parents
who have membership, or in the case of some moms and dads (you know who you are),
party offices. They often drive us Oriya children to the brink of insanity, trying to make
us get straight As championships in everything from bhajan chanting to math to yachting,
high positions in clubs and organizations. Perhaps it comes from some deep
psychological need to prove yourself as a success, which they might have carried over
after the extremely difficult emigration. Maybe it’s because of the Oriya belief in close
relationships between parents and kids, which often lead mamas and papas to vicariously
live through their child’s achievements. Maybe some parents have too much free time on
their hands. Whatever the reason is, Oriya kids and adolescents are put under extreme
pressure to prove our success in a world where there is already enough competition as it
is.

There is nothing wrong with wanting to be a winner and achieve great goals. Who
has not fantasized about becoming the MVP for their team and winning the State finals,
or starring in the high school musical, or becoming a National Merit Scholar? I myself
have always wanted to be valedictorian of my high school class. In every resume,
application, and autobiography I have written, one of my life goals is to be valedictorian
of my senior class. I would be number one, and they would announce my name at
graduation, and T would walk up the aisle past all my friends and make a speech. The
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speech would be wise and beautiful, the stuff of legends that people remember forever.
Everyone would clap, and I would feel important and loved and wanted for a few seconds
before disappearing again into the curse of mediocrity.

There js nothing wrong with such fantasizing about success and achievement.
However, the crime comes when achievement becomes the only goal in your life. If you
cannot truly enjoy yourself because you live from one contest to another, and your
happiness is mirrored by the shine of whatever place medal you get, then you have truly
failed the true contest: life. Parents should be careful of this untimely demise of their
childrens’ futures, and we younger ones should be vigilant for making over achievement
the beat of our lives. Far better to be eternally silver, get straight Bs and enjoy life to the
fullest, then get straight As and have your gold tarnished by your exhausted empty feeling
in life.

When 1 reflect back on the over achievement epidemic, I realize the root cause of
the disease. It is a great fear of being forgotten and unloved that if you don’t achieve
things and be successful, people will not admire and love you, and you will become
another face in the crowd. It is important to remember that all the medals one wins, all the
positions one has held, they will not matter too much later on in this life or the next. It
does not really matter how much we are admired for what we have done for ourselves,
but what we have done for others- and actually done for others, not to put community
service on a resume. The candle of life one holds is not valued by the jeweled holder it
may be in, but how often it has helped light other faltering flames.

There is no arguing that achievement is a big part of getting ahead in life. But in
the race to get ahead, do not worry about what place you get. Silver is just as good as
gold, and even last place is a victory in that you finished (hence my cross-country season).
The medal is not the means of determining how good a person you are, but how many
people’s lives you have touched.
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ABOUT MY VEDIC CLASS
Animesh Mahapatra

Hi. I am Animesh. I am a kindergartner. I live in Huntsville, Alabama. We have a
Jagannath temple nearby. I go to the temple every Sunday morning. We have Vedic class
at 11.15 a.m. at the temple. Our Vedic class teacher is Hu aunty. She teaches us s0 many
things like slokas, prayers, and stories relating to our Hindu gods and goddesses. She also
teaches us good things about each alphabet. I am learning a lot of things from this Vedic
class. Thanks to llu aunty for teaching us, and thanks to my mommy for taking me and
my sister Anjali io the temple every Sunday for Vedic class.

{Animesh, a kindergariner is the son of Dibya Jivan and Usharani Mahapatra of Hunfsvilfe,
Alabama.)
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Being The Son Of A Diplomat
Ananya Behera

Being a diplomat’s son has many advantages and disadvantages. First I will talk
about disadvantages. Disadvantages include things such as moving too much, leaving
behind your friends and old acquaintances, and adapting to new environment. From my
experience, I can say that I have had to leave behind a lot of my friends and make new
ones every three years. I often try to keep in touch with my friends after I leave a country,
but while making new friends I ofien forget about keeping in touch with them. Sometimes
I feel really sad and depressed. Another disadvantage is the carrying of our household
goods from one country to another in every three years. During the time we leave for a
new country, my mom and dad become tensed about shifting of our personal effects.
Packers come and pack our heavy luggage and dispatch to the country we are next posted
to. The heavy luggage travels separately either on plane or ship. For example when we
got ready to leave Bulgaria for the United States, our luggage traveled on a ship. On the
way, lots of my toys and other valuables were broken. Every time when my father is
about to finish his term in a country, we are notified where to go next. Of course we are
notified at least six months in advance to make preparations before we leave the place.
Anyway when we reach the new posting, I have had to adapt to the new place. Another
disadvantage is that I have to leave some of my family members back in India, and if they
get sick or hospitalized it takes a lot of time to get back to India.

But there are also many advantages of being a diplomat’s son, which really
outweigh disadvantages I have narrated above. I can meet new people and try to make as
many friends as possible. Meeting new people and making new friends means learning a
lot about them. [ have the opportunity to study abroad at many different schools and learn
about their culture. For example I went to England and I visited the Wax Museum,
Tower Bridge and the zoo in London in Bulgaria I have seen the Amphitheater and the
Bell Park, and many modern marvels in the United States. Bell Park is a park in Sofia, the
capital of Bulgaria where the bells of each and every nation are hung. The Amphitheater
is an open theater arena in Plovdiv, another city of Bulgaria. It was built during the BC
era. 1 also visited Turkey for a vacation and it was so beautiful there. We visited the
famous city of Istanbul, once known as Constantinople. Constantinople was the capital of
the great Byzantine Empire during the medieval times. Istanbul is squeezed between Asia
and Europe. The Bospherus Sea divides Istanbul into two parts i.e., Asian and European
parts. 1 was thrilled to shuttle between two continents in one day! In Istanbul I saw many
old palaces and the largest covered market in the world.

Visiting new places and seeing historical sites expands one’s understanding of the
world. Tt adds to your knowledge. Another added advantage of staying abroad is the
opportunity I get to know famous and important people. Since my father is a diplomat, he
invites many important people of the country where we are posted, to our home. I become
very excited to meet them. I have met many artists, singers, musicians, officials, and
public figures at our home. When I get introduced to them by my parents, they have been
very nice and cordial to me. I have collected autographs of a few eminent people.

For me especially traveling abroad is a very nice thing. It has rather been a boon.
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Even though there are disadvantages, I have tried to make compromise with them and
make best out of them. I have been to England, Bulgaria, and the United States of
America in addition, I have also visited other countries like Italy, Macedonia, and a host
others on vacation. For me being a diplomats’ son is a glory and pleasure. So I want to
thank my parents for giving me this opportunity.

(Ananya, a sixth grader at the North Bethesda Middle School, likes to read books, play
computer, gameboy, and playstation. He is also fond of playing chess, soccer, basketball,
and cricket. He lives in Bethesda, MD with his father Subhakanta, mother Rajashree and

little sister Amrutashree.)
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How I See the World
Ankita Mohanty

In all my happiness, my joyfulness, and hope, I never realized my ignorance. My
world seemed so small, and I knew nothing about the REAL world. As [ am growing, I
am learning, trying to keep my ears and eyes open. However, the more I do so, the more
misery I see all over the world I see poverty, and cruelty, destruction, and hate.

But I also see more... I see love in people’s hearts, dreams ready to bloom. I try to
see the good in everyone, as hard as it may be sometimes. Perhaps if everyone tries
harder, the world would become a better place to live in. Hate would change into love,
destruction to peace.

When [ write, I usually have something in my mind that I like to get out on paper.
The September 11th attack that took place a number of months ago has affected many
people. They have affected me in a way that may be different than those who have lost

loved ones.

I am so thankful that this hasn’t happened to me, but what has happened is that
these events have shown me certain things. I have learned that people can have so much
hate in their hearts to kill so many innocent people. I have also learned that the people
who did this wanted to hurt America by ruining two fall towers, but they couldn’t and
never will be able to ruin the glow in everyone’s heart. If you look hard enough, you will
find it in your heart. This glow is made of love, hope, and pride. It’s made of much more,
but I don’t think I find the words for them. So remember to appreciate the small things in
fife. Perhaps it will make your life fuller and more worth living.

(Ankita Mohanty is the daughter of Dillip and Rita Mohanty. She lives in Mt. Pleasant,
Michigan. )
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Why Is There Need For Faith In God?

Rita Mohanty

Becoming a non-believer in God is quite easy. Just say," I do not want to hear
that. I do not believe in anything you say." To become a true believer, on the other hand,
one has to think and explore all realms of thought. We are all seeking perfection in action.
Belief in God provides us with so many suggestions on how to face our day -to-day
problems. This belief brings us peace and emotional security.

Some people need a faith to live by. For these people, belief is a relief and God
can give meaning to life and make it seem worthwhile. Once Tolstoy experienced this
simple faith, he wrote in his notebook, "The moment I thought T knew God, I lived, but
the moment I forgot Him, the moment I stopped believing... stopped living...to know
God and to live are the same thing, God is life"(Kaufian and Shor 189).

Some people do not have faith in God. It is likely they ask themselves why they
should harbor such a belief if they are moral, just, truthful, and practice non-violence. I
agree with this sentiment, yet people do need God or religion for security and stability of
mind. I know nothing about the physical God. I believe that God exists because at
present, the religious hypothesis (i.e. God) is the best explanation of the universe. God is
both wisdom and love. To know Him is to have the world both explained and made

secure for us.

According to Nicholas Humphrey, several recent studies have specifically
compared the mental health of religious people with that of non-believers and found that,
as might be expected, the former show many fewer symptoms of psychological
disturbance. John Schumaker, who has reviewed the evidence, cites two studies in
particular. In his own study of a group of undergraduates at an American university, he
found that irreligious individuals had forty-five percent more symptoms of mental
disturbance than their religious counterparts. In another study by a group of people from
Missouri; they found that irreligious individuals had sixty-three percent more symptoms.
Although such co-relational data may have to be interpreted with caution, these studies all
point to the remarkable effectiveness of supernatural belief in combating feelings of
worthlessness, lifting depression and calming fears (15).

Sometimes people have hard times with matters such as personal stress. During
these periods, they need to pray to somebody. On the other hand, if the prayer fails them,
then they have to be angry at something or someone. Anger necessitates a target, whereas
success generates gratefulness. The believer has the added advantage of being grateful to
his loving God, and angry with and unjust God.

From my own experience, | know how hard life can be without belief in God. On April
10, 1995, my twenty-eight year old brother died in an automobile accident. Prior to his
death, he was in a coma for a week. During this waiting period, I was calm and
composed. This is because I had the confidence and the faith in God that He would pull
my brother through this. However, he died, and I believe it shook my faith in God. I could



OSA Souvenir 2002 26

not help but asking questions of myself about the existence of God and the role He plays
in our lives. I wanted to find out who I was and what purpose I had in life. Does life have
any meaning? How can I believe that there is a God? If God is not bliss; His contact
produces in us only pain; if His contact does not drive pain away, should we want Him?
What is the use of a God who always remains unknown and unseen and who does not
appear to be helping during the trying times in life? I started debating whether to believe

in Him or not.

To help answer some of these questions, I started experimenting over a period of
three months. 1 stopped having faith in Him. I think I was angry, at myself, at life, and
above all, Him. This, however, did not solve anything. Instead, I began losing confidence
in myself and started getting a bit paranoid. Small problems in everyday life, which I used
to in stride, started appearing insurmountable. I was scared and gradually came to realize
what an important role God had in my life for all these years. My anger slowly vanished
as I began to rationalize that my brother's death was not an act of God. The time had
come for my brother's soul to move on.

According to Michael Novak, "both believers and non-believers live in a world of
silence. Neither of these two groups sees nor hears God. Naked belief and critical
unbelief are materially alike; in both, the human being stands in a cold and silent world,
unable to detect God with senses, imagination or feelings"(107-108). I agree with Novak's
statement about God. He did not, however, distinguish the different feelings God arouses
in a believer and a non-believer. For a non-believer, it is easy to say," I am here, I live and
I die." A non-believer does not need God in has a hectic life and can do without Him,
though they can still survive happily without the faith in God." Kaufiman and Shor state
the following: " The New York Times of March 23, 1991, reported that the latest Gallup
poll of American adults showed that seventy-eight percent believe in an eternal reward
for people who lead good lives, and eternal damnation awaits those who lead bad

lives"(27).

Yogananda says, " He binds us by rules, laws, injunctions, in order that we may
not degenerate, that we may not be in misery- bodily, mentally, or spiritually” (17). We
have absolute freedom to do what we want in our lives, it is up to us.
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Women's Religious Experiences in Hinduism

Anasuya Kar

A remarkable feature of Hinduism both historically and in terms of living
tradition is the existence of an impressive array of goddesses. Hindu goddesses do not
confirm to a few stereotypes but represent a diverse range of beings that impress one
with their many characteristics and functions. Some goddesses conform to social
stereotypes for women while others appear completely at odds with such models.

In the majority of written sources of Hindu tradition which all tend toward male-
centeredness women are seen as dependent on and subservient to males. In the most
famous and influential Hindu law book by Manu. Women are under the control of their
fathers, husbands and children. Married women are under the control of their husbands;
widows and older women to be under the control of their sons. Women are thought to be
socially irresponsible and dangerously vulnerable without a male guidance. Their role in
the society is to give birth, nourish and serve males. The four stages of life ( student,
house-holder, forest-dweller and world-denouncer) apply primarily to males. Women's
lives are seen in three separate stages: (1) unmarried young women (2) married women
and (3) older women or widows. The duties of each stage also bear little relation to the
four stages that apply only to the males. In the first stage of her life as a maiden, a girl is
to learn the art of being a good wife. She is to learn to be obedient to her present parents .
She is to learn the art of pleasing a man in her future life. In this regard her model
goddess is Sita - Rama's wife. Rama was the hero of the Ramayana. Sifa was a real "pati-
brata” - the wife entirely devoted to the welfare of her husband. Rama's well-being was
the primary concern for Sita. She was devoted to him in her body mind and soul.

An unmarried girl is to cultivate all the virtues of Sita and pray to have a
husband like Rama. A woman's prayer is to have sons to fulfill her life. According to
most Hindu law books the primary goal of a woman is to perpetuate her husbands
lineage by giving him sons. In most cases when a woman gets married she moves into
her husbands place and assumes the identity of his lineage. In moving to this stage of her
life which is ritualized in the marriage ceremony, the Hindu female then assumes a new
identity that allies her strongly to her husband and his lineage. As a mother in which role
females are revered in most Hindu scriptures, the female depends on her sons and in
return is adored by them. The intensity of the mother-son relationship is remarkable in
Hinduism. Finally, woman enters into her third stage of life. If the husband dies she
becomes a widow. She seems to lose her most important reason for living - even if she
has her sons. As a widow she has to lead an ascetic life style restricting her food to the
simplest; dressing in plain clothes; and wearing no adornment. In so cailed "upper castes”
her presence might be considered to be inauspicious and her life may be socially
restricted to a great extent. Remarriage after becoming a widow, for Hindu women, was
rare and strongly opposed in most Hindu writings.

In some parts of India, mostly in Bengal and Rajasthan, the practice of "Sati" was
a must. According to Hindu scriptures a woman is absolutely nobody after her husband's
death. Sacrificing herself in her husband's pier was the final act of a “Pati brata®. Those
satis after being sati were greatly revered. There are shrines them for many parts of India.
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In some cases the new widow is encouraged or forced to sacrifice her life in her
husband's pier. The alternative of living as a social outcaste must have weighed heavily in
making this dreadful decision. What is significant about this practice is the way in which
it represents a logical extension of the view that women only exist for males. This is a
very common and strong theme in the Hindu culture.

Another important theme of Hinduism that in all castes women are considered to
be inferior to males in several ways, even in many cases they are excluded from
performing religious rituals or assuming religious roles. In Vedic rituals women are
forbidden to take direct part although the presence of wives is required. In this case they
are simply passive deservers of rituals performed by their husbands and male-priests.
Excluding females from rituals partly concerns attitudes towards their inherent impurity.
This impurity links directly to distinctive aspects of female sexuality mainly to
menstruation and child-birth. Female sexual fluids are regarded as highly polluting and
during menstruation and immediately after child birth, women are excluded from normal
social contacts. They are kept away from kitchen because they supposedly pollute food. In
some cases, women are excluded from hearing sacred texts or taking part in various
rituals and prevented from entering temples.

On the contrary, there are many occasions in which women take the major
spiritual part in any puja and festivals. In Hinduism there are many rituals, festivals,
customs and life style rituals that are distinctively female oriented and provide women
with a satisfying and meaningful context in which to express their Hindu spirituality.

There are events in which women play a major role that are denied to men. There
are cases where women have become famous saints, teachers , gurus and monarchs with
spiritual responsibilities. They have become preachers and priests. It is the woman of the
house who performs daily worships at the altar of the household deities who supposedly
generate the auspicious power so strong that within its sphere the home is protected.
Hindu women perform this practice by doing various " bratas" on various occasions.

The term "brata" means "vow". It refers to a ritual that has become one of the
main stage of a Hindu woman's spirituality through out India. "brata” involves abstention
from certain types of food, indulgences or pleasure. In order to obtain the blessings of a
deity usually for a member of the woman's immediate family. In this sense , a "brata" is
typically a form of yoga that is concentrated self centered and self denied. “Brata” is
performed for special occasions or on a weekly basis.

It has been observed that in Hinduism, goddesses are given important roles over
gods. Of the goddesses who features prominently in the Sanskrit textual tradition and
who are known all over the Hindu community are Durga, Laxmi, Kali and Saraswati.
Durga, created by the power of various gods, is the queen of the cosmic battle. She killed
a demon who was supposed to be invincible. This warrior Goddess plays the role of
protecting the universe from the disruptive influences of demons . She upholds the order
of Dharma by assuming a traditional male-role which she plays more effectively than any
of the male deities. Similarly Goddess Laxmi is the most popular Hindu goddess. She is
associated with wealth . good luck and well-being. Goddess Saraswati is associated with
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wisdom, knowledge and culture. Considering the above discussions of the female

imagery in Hinduism it is a subject of dispute whether it is a pain or a panacea to be a
Hindu woman.

(Anasuya Kar is from Jawaharlal Nehru University, New Delhi, India,)



OSA Souvenir 2002 32

Be my Valentine.. Indian Style
Tapasi Mishra

Are we afraid of change of social values and mores? Why should we be? Let there
continue our culture but let us also accept changes better or worse —Editor

February is the month that makes giddiness official. Valentine's is in the air and
there is much talk of romance, or the pressure to talk about it. Some of us, even the most
rabidly romantic, are never sure how to react to the red hearts strewn all over the place.
Most of us however, in keeping with the spirit of the occasion, do things to celebrate the
season, We give flowers to our significant other. We go to Olive Garden for lunch and
Olive Garden for dinner because that's where the kids want to eat. We let our teenagers
waste a lot of money on heart shaped candy boxes and trinkets for their friends. This year
I was in India on Feb 14. Before we left my eight-year-old gave her teacher a bagful of
little heart shaped chocolates attached to little heart shaped cards to be handed out on
Valentine's Day. "I can't believe I am going to miss Valentine's day this year," she
lamented all the way to New Delhi.

Well, we didn't. As soon as | stepped on Indian soil I encountered billboards and
posters inviting all couples to enter "made for each other" contests. And there were hearts
everywhere. Maybe not in as much profusion as in the US, but their presence was
conspicuous. The hearts chased me all the way to my conservative, congested little town,
Cuttack, where I found teenagers busy practicing for the "Mr. and Ms. Valentine" dance
at the Barabati Stadium. They were going to dance all night to the tune of "Kaho Na
Pyaar Hai"... Valentine's in Delhi was one thing, but Valentine's in Cuttack ! Since
when? Since a long time, they shrugged. I was filled with empathy for Rip Van Winkle.
My nephew told me the story of a friend who managed to convince the pandit to let him
tic the knot on Valentines Day. It's a good start for an arranged marriage, he said, so
romantic. My nephew griped that his own mother gave more importance to the stars,
horoscopes etc. and less to the date, February 14. Hmmm.... arranged marriage on
Valentine's day? In celebration of romance or holy matrimony? Oh well, whatever works,
I thought. "All these western ideas,” said my cousin, clicking his tongue and shaking his
head ".... Such an assault on our glorious culture." And to redeem the hour he turned on
the TV and settled down to watch a Hindi film actress dressed in a bizarre costume
gyrating to a tune they call "Millennium mix."”

My teenage nieces and nephews tried to educate me on the migration of
Valentine's day to India, and especially to Orissa. Bollywood and Oriya movie stars'
names were dropped, as were dates, incidents. I had found the whole thing highly
amusing. Some of my Indian friends in the US were absolutely shocked by the story. I
faced a barrage of reactions such as, "O my God, this is too much!"..."We are becoming
so western there"..."My kids are more Indian than kids growing up in India, thank God",
etc. Come on, I said, a dance or a marriage or two on February 14th will not hurt anyone.

What really baffled me about this experience were these responses. And 1 was
taken aback by the fact that though I go to India every year, I know so little about her
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now. The nation's changing thoughts, ideas and trends. I wondered... do 1 get so
engrossed in exposing my kids to Odissi dance, classical music, temples, architecture, and
languages, that I find no time or inclination to keep up with the times? Or do I not want to
see the present, as am I too afraid that will relax my tenacious grip on the past? I shudder
to think that I might be inadvertently blocking out the present in order to remain in a
comfort zone, in which India is still what it used to be 25 years ago. A comfort zone in
which I strive to raise my kids the way I was raised. "Even more Indian" as my friends
declare proudly about their children's upbringing.

It is necessary to uphold our culture, traditions, celebrate our glorious past. But it
is equally important to recognize the changes in today's India, to understand and accept
them, for better or worse. During rushed trips to India, especially amidst the frenzied
family visits, sightseeing, and religious and cultural celebrations, it is hard to keep up
with things one considers mundane, insignificant. However, these seemingly trivial things
can tell us a lot about a society. We need to relax a little more and re-evaluate our
agendas. Getting off the beaten track can sometimes lead to better understandings, deeper
insights. “We Iive in a time of history where change is so speeded up that we begin to see
the present only when it is already disappearing.” - R.D. Laing. In the interests of
preserving our true identities, we must embrace the ancient culture as well as
acknowledge the evolving one.

(Tapasi Misha lives in San Antonio, TX with her family. she has edited a news letter for
the Indian community. Recently she created “Swagat*, a support group for Indian
studies in San Antonio.}
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A few Suggestions for JSA
Devi Prasad Mishra

The above article is his views as an insider of both the organizations. - Editor

The Jagannath Society of the Americas(JSA) was created by devotees of Lord
Jagannath initially as a tax-sheltered religious society and later on professed to spread
Jagannth philosophy in the Western world.

Every year, respected devotees contribute to the JSA fund. Since 1992 it has
begun to grow because of wise and astute investment planning by the devotees. The
organization also spends money on "Puja" and "Ratha Yatra". Some use JSA to channel
money to Orissa or India for various organizations and projects. Except collecting the
money every year and beyond spending it on Puja and Ratha Yatra at Nashville, the
devotees and members of the Jagannath Society of America seem to have no clear cut
plan as to how they can preserve the organization's identity while fulfilling its long-term
objectives. In places like Tirupati the money collected from the devotees has helped to
build and maintain a university. The Churches ask their members to contribute a certain
percentage of their income for church sponsored charities. In the same way, the JSA
should spend at least one tenth of its collected funds in development projects in Orissa,

The identity issue

It may not be right to opine that JSA is not OSA. Nor should OSA have any allegiance to
JSA. They are two different organizations and they should have entirely different
focuses and viewpoints. Therefore, JSA should hold its annual meeting of its devotees
at the time of Ratha Yatra, not along with the OSA convention. JSA should gradually
encourage artists of any heritage (Orissan or any one from India) to participate in Ratha
Yatra or Bahuda Yatra. They should be paid an honorarium of at least $500. Along the
same line of thinking, a speaker be invited to participate in the above functions and
should be given an adequate honorarium. The speaker should not be just from Orissa. He
could be an authoritative figure on religion from India or abroad. The honorarium should
not incfude his travel expenses.

The relevance

Even though JSA professes that would spread the Jagannath philosophy in the Western
world, the Jagannath temple of Puri with all the mysticism surrounding it for the last so
many centuries seems not to have made a dent in improving moral values and characters

of the residenis of Qrissa.

The Objective

The long term objectives should be a dynamic one. It should involve gradual involvement
of JSA in Orissa, not here in the USA. If JSA could not justify " so called spread of
Jagannath philosophy " in Orissa, then it cannot show any example of achievement or
success to the Western world. A few suggestions:
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* JSA could fund a chair of religion within the coliaborative campuses of the
Department of Philosophy in each of the universities in Orissa within the next 6 to 8
years. The chair would be conferred on an eminent person on religious studies with
high integrity who would conduct research as well as teach Hindu religion in the
context of the local population in Orissa.

» To start with, JSA could adopt and encourage religious/moral teaching in schools of
any subdivision in Orissa at a given year and gradually spread to more areas if it
succeeds.

* JSA could form concrete plans to inspire efficiency in the Jagannath temple of Puri
to improve the temple's organizational activities. The Maharaja of Puri could be
helpful in changing the temple's poor public image.

* JSA could help establish in the villages of Orissa , old style " Bhagabat Tungis" to
spread amity among all sections of the village population.

The Hindu religion has high ethics inscribed in scriptures. Yet, the religious societies and
the temples raise extraordinary amounts of money to further their own benefits. Many a
time it appears that a devotee contributes to show off his/her material acquisition by
donating to a temple. Seldom do the devotees wish to spend for any greater social cause.
Let the JSA enrich its coiffures and still let it also show that it is interested in uplifting
the moral and emotional base of the society, particularly in helping the disadvantaged.

Devi babu is a long standing OSA member and makes regular contribution to JSA.
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With One Dollar at Fifty Rupees, What Can We Do ?
Sudhansu S. Misra

Many People in our Orissa are in need of help for a muitiplicity of reasons. It is
heartening to learn that there are so many NGOs/Institutions now working in Orissa to

help these needy people. Mr Mishra's article provides a window to these organisations.
-Editor

The conversion rate has reached almost 50 rupees to a dollar now. In the course of
my stay in America, I have seen the dollar rise from less than 5 rupees to the current rate
of almost 50 rupees. Our purchasing power increases a lot when we go to India these
days. What seems an extravagance to an average person in India is quite modest for us to
spend with the buying power of the American dollar.

Besides being able to spend quality time in India, quite a few of us wish we could
in some way do some charitable work or contribute financially to organizations that do
meaningful work. Many of us have sacrificed by leaving the country where we were born
in order to prosper by staying in America. We have prospered with our hard work in a
foreign culture and environment. We are now entering an era where we look around to
find what we can do to help others. T doubt if any one comes back from India without
feeling grateful for what we have, and wishing that those whom we have left behind
could also share a bit of what we have here.

During our last visit to India in January 2002 my wife and I came across some
organizations dedicated to human service in many fields. 1 personally got to know the
organizers of some these institutions. After my return from India, I thought of writing this
article in order to inform others more broadly about their activities. Those who are
interested can get more details from contact lists and make their own decistons about

supporting an organization.

There are several worthwhile organizations in and outside Orissa. The following
is a list of organizations about which I could gather some information. Although I know
of and visited some of these organizations, you should do your own investigation to know
how they operate.

BASUNDHARA

Contact Persons

India
Saila Behera, Secretary
Basundhara Nagar, Bidanasi, Cuttack-75308, Orissa, Tel. 671-604892, 603178.

Email: basundharafdsatyam.net.in

U.S.A
Ms, Joyasree(Ranu) Mahanti,
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Tel. (517) 337-9570, Email: ranumahanti@yahoo.com

About the Organization:

Basundhara is a registered rehabilitation center for children, women and elders in distress.
It promotes foster care, a sponsorship program, and legal adoption of orphaned and
destitute children in India as wel as in foreign countries. Basundhara operates a
rehabilitation program for unwed and destitute women, runs schools in slum areas, and
provides an on-site children clinic. It provides excellent scope for students for residency
volunteer work as part of a study program.

OUR VILLAGE TRUST

Contact Person:

Dharitri Misra

11508 Swains Lock Terrace

Potomac, MD, 20854

Tel: (301) 983-8208, Email: dharitri_misra@hotmail.com

About the Organization

Our Village Trust (OVT) was formed in January 2000 as a USA-based, charitable,
organization (IRS 501-3-¢) to help in all-around integrated development of poor
communities in rural Orissa. All OVT activities are managed and decided by its volunteer
members, who visit the work site in Orissa at their personal expense. The actual
fieldwork is accomplished by dedicated, reputable, local NGOs.

The first major project undertaken by OVT was the rebuilding and rehabilitation of a
cyclone-devastated village, Bhitara Srichandanpur with 46 poor families. Each family
was provided with a cyclone-proof brick house and the community was given
help/training in agriculture, health care, vocational education, micro financing, and
environment beautification. (The housing pictures may be seen at the website
http://www.habitatindia.org/disaster.htm.) With the collaboration of Loksevak Yuba
Mandal of Cuttack, Habitat for Humanity-India, and the villagers themselves, a beautiful
new village was completed and inaugurated in March 2002.

BISWA (Bharat Integrated Social Welfare Agency)

Contact Persons:

India

Mr. Kshirod Chandra Malik, Chairman BISWA

Debasis Bhawan, Near Ramji Mandir, Sambalpur-768001, Orissa
Tel. 663-532213, Fax. 663-402115, Email: b_wa@rediffmail.com

U.S.A:
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Joyasree Mahanti, Tel. (517)337-9570, Email:ranumahanti@yahoo.com

About the Organization;

BISWA is a registered Non Governmental Organization (NGO), established in July 1995
to serve Western Orissa. BISWA works towards prosperity of rural, tribal and urban slum
dwellers through an integrated approach, which embodies awareness, education,
economic, health and sanitation with an emphasis on women empowerment,

Loksevak Yuva Mandal

Contact Person:

Madhupur House, Buxi Bazar, Cuttack-753001, Orissa
Pravas Acharya, General Secretary, Tel. 91-671-611333,
Email: pravas ku@rediffmail.com

About the Organization:

Loksevak Yuba Mandal(LYM) is a registered NGO with outreach programs to help
people in rural communities. It acts under the guidance of Monorama Mohapatra as a
facilitator in bringing much needed aid to poor people in areas of healthcare, agriculture
and education. It is affiliated with Lok Sevak Mandal, an all India relief organization.

On Going Activities:

Dedicated volunteers have worked tirelessly in relief and rehabilitation of the affected
people after the super cyclone hit the coastal Orissa in 1999. They have established links
with USA-based “Our Village Trust” and other relief organizations from Orissa in U.S.A.

Future Plans:

Continue to work on healthcare and economic sustenance issues, provide assistance as
necessary in needy communities in Orissa. It plans to establish close collaboration with
“Orissa Village Trust” and similar U.S. based organizations.

VIJAYA

Contact Person:

Mrs. Chandrika Mahapatra

417, Saheed Nagar, Bhubaneswar-751007
Tel: 674-510427, FAX: 674-519237
Email: vijayaorissa@hotmail.com

About the Organization:

Since registered as an NGO, Vijaya is engaged in providing relief services to super
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cyclone victims; preventing trafficking of female children and women from the worst
affected areas of cyclone; providing drinking water to flood victims by drilling 153 tube
wells; organizing village women for renovation and re-utilization of many abandoned
ponds in villages; providing educational support (fees, books etc.) to cyclone affected
areas. In Kalahandi Vijaya extended food relief support with the support of local NGO
“Sarvodaya Samiti”.

On-going Activities

e Provide Relief Operations in flood affected areas (Funded by a Swiss Agency)

s Renovate a dilapidated pond at Astarang (Project Jeevan Dhara) managed by women
self help groups and youth.

e Conduct National, State and District level seminars and workshops on social issues

concerning women, adolescent girls, unwanted mothers and children.

Provide HIV/AIDS intervention at Choudwar Jail

Prevent domestic violence and reduce cancer causing tobacco at Jaipur, Orissa

Rehabilitate widows at Puri and weaver’s community at Khurdha.

Start a School (Learning for Life in Free Environment) to teach modern value based

education where children learn to be good citizens. Procurement of land (up to 20

acres) and its development is in the process.

Vijaya coordinates among NGO’s for utilization of available resources and serves as a
central information source. The following independent NGO’s are networked with
Vijaya. Financial support for these organizations from foreign countries can be routed
through Vijaya for easier foreign currency transaction.

SAMUHA VIKAS

Contact Person:

Mr. Radha Kant Das, Secretary.

2RB-91, Batimela

Malkangiri, Orissa-764051

Tel. 6861-42565

Registered NGO with operational area in Nayagarh and Malkangiri

About the Organization

Samuha Vikas is a highly professional, dedicated group. It has completed pioneering
work among tribals in Bahadjolha block of Nayagarh district. It is now working for the
development of tribals of Malkangiri by employing its vast experience and trained work
force.

On Going Activities

Management of natural resources; provide micro-finance legal aid to Adivasi and dallit
women; deal with issues related to alcohol abuse; management of community forest;
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promote primary education.

CARR (Center for Rural Reconstruction)

Contact Person;

Mr, Jangyall Mishra, Secretary.

L 229, Dumunduma Housing Board, 4" Floor
Bhubaneswar-19, Orissa

Tel. 674-470512

About the Organization

CARR isa registered NGO with operational area at Nayagarh, Cuttack and Keonjhar.
Since 1994, CARR, with its own professional workers, has initiated rural development
process in blocks at Cuttack, Nayagarh and Keonjhar districts. It has been concentrating
on tribal, and gender equity issues.

On-going Activities:

Deals with issues relating to women’s health, legal and education problems.

RAMADEVI MAHILA SILPADYOGA SANGATHAN

Contact Person:

Ms. Dharitri Dash
Raghunathpur, Dist. Jagatsinghpur
Operational area: Jagatsinghpur, Raghunathpur, Kendrapada

About the Organization:

This organization, founded in 1993 and dedicated to Smt. Rama Devi, an outstanding
social worker of Orissa, serves poor women in rural areas. It promotes economic self-
sufficiency, entrepreneurship, cottage industry and self help among women.

On Going Activities:

Promotion of traditional craft and weaver’s community, protection of children’s’ rights,
rehabilitation of cyclone victims, education through women’s self help groups and
promotion of health issues.

ISRD (INDIAN SOCIETY FOR RURAL DEVELOPMENT )

Contact Person:

Sushir Sabat
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Pallur Bunglow

Brahmpur-760001, Orissa

Tel. 680-224171, FAX: 680-211360
Email: isrdbam{@rediffmail.com

About the Organization

A registered NGO, with operational area in Ganjam and Nawarangpur. 1SRD has
emerged out of the literacy campaign in Ganjam district. It is actively engaged in literacy
program in Nawarangpur district,

On-going Activities

Two Adivasi schools; Secured home for Adivasi women; Non-Timber Forest Product
(NTFP) issue.

COPHEE (Center for Public Health and Environmental Education)

Contact Person:

Mr. Hrushikesh Panda, Secretary
Haraparbati Chhak, P.O Jajpur, Orissa-755001
Tel. 6728-23668

About the Organization

COPHEE is a registered NGO with operational area at Dasarathpur, Korei, Ghasipur,
Keonjhar, Kendrapada and Aul. COPHEE provides health service as well as health
education, environmental education and protection. It works towards unity among the
youth in the area, relief and rehabilitation in disaster-affected areas and women rights.

ABHYUDAYA

Contact Person:

Ranjan Kumar Mohapatra

P.O Kushalda, Dist. Mayurbhanj-757085
Tel. 6795-36019

About the Organization:

Abhyudaya is a registered NGO with operational area in Mayurbhanj. Mr, Ranjan
Mohapatra started the organization to help uplift the tribal population in Mayurbhanj
district. It has formed self-help group and is working towards the empowerment of tribal

women.



OSA Souvenir 2002 44

WORLD

Contact Person:

Mr. Durga Prasad Tripathy, Secretary
P.O Tulasipur, Bramhakunda, Puri-752113

About the Organization

World is a registered NGO with operational area at Kakatpur. World is involved in
rehabilitation of cyclone affected people and children whose parents died in the 1999
cyclone. Youth programs, women empowerment, and primary education are some of the
current activities of World.

CREFTDA (Center for Regional, Economic, Forest, Tourism
Development Alternative)

Contact Person:

Bijay Mahanta
Jashipur, Dist. Mayurbhanj

About the Organization:

This organization deals with issues relating to tribal development. Areas of concern are
alcohol abuse, forest management, primary education, natural-resources-management and
financial-legal aid to women from Adivasis and Dalir communities. It operates in the

Mayurbhanj area.

MEDICS

Contact Person:

Dillip Samal
Angul, Email-themedics@hotmail.com, Tel. 6764-30843, FAX: 6797-32550

About the Organization:
MEDICS provides health service and health education, environmental education, legal

education to women and works towards unity and cooperation among the youth in the

area.
The following are some organizations/Institutions of special interest that I feel, are worth

mentioning.

Jagannath Temple at Puri

I was interested to make a donation at the temple of Lord Jagannath. For this reason my
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brother and I visited the Temple Office located on Bada Danda close to the temple. 1
learnt about the ways one could donate and the way donations are managed. Actually,
there are many types of donation and one could pick what suits your desires. I felt the
administration of the Temple Office is quite helpful in explaining the donations that one
can make. Gajapati Maharaj Sri Dibyasingha Deb is the chairman of the managing
committee. Collector of Puri is the Vice Chairman. Mr. Bhabani Sankar Panda is the
Administrator.

Further information can be obtained by contacting

The Administrator, Shri Jagannath Temple Office
Grand Road, Puri, Orissa - 752001.

Email: jagannath@ori.nic.in

WEB address: http://ori.nic.in/jagannath

UTKAL SAMMILANI

Utkal Gauraba Madhusudan Das founded this organization in the year 1903. This
organization was mainly responsible for the formation Orissa state in 1936 and
preservation of Oriya language and culture. Even now the struggle is going on to achieve
this by some dedicated individuals. Although it is good to learn more than one language,
the regional culture and language need to be preserved in a multicultural society in India.
It is estimated that a one-time donation of $7000 can maintain one Oriya teacher from the

interest alone.

Utkal Sammilani is committed to:

* Protect Oriya language and culture in all Oriya speaking areas.

¢ Create Oriya schools and supply Oriya books free of cost to students in the Oriya-
speaking territories now lying outside Orissa(Bichhinanchala),

* Make Oriya a compulsory subject in the English/Hindi medium schools in Orissa.

¢ Make state government and political leaders work towards protection of Oriya
interests

* Organize meetings among Oriyas both in India and in foreign countries.

Significant accomplishments of Utkal Sammilani include

» Making Oriya a compulsory subject in English medium schools since year 2000.

* Passage of legislation to display all commercial signboards in Oriya language
within the boundary of Orissa.

» Creation of 6 Oriya schools in Jharkhand

e Formation of Utkal Sammilani Chapters in india, U.S.A and Canada.

* Raising funds and memberships for the organization (Life membership is $40 for
couple and $25 per individual in U.S and Canada)

Contact Person;

India: Dr. Guru Prasad Mohanty, Jagannath Sadak, Badam Badi, Cuttack-753012
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Tel. 91-671-312744
U.S.A: Dr. Sitakantha Dash
Tel. 952-931-9400
Email: dash@usalabs.com

(Mr Sudhansu Mishra lives in New Brighton, MN)

Felicitations and Greetings to the
Orissa Society of America

MINATI PATTANAYAK M.D.,

MINATI PATTANAYAK, M.D.

Family Physican
MINATI PATTANAYAK M.D. Newtown Medical Office
89 Somerset Drive The Atrium-Suite 11
Willingboro,New Jersey 08046 Route 332&Terry Drive
(609)877-4545 Newtown, PA. 18940

Telephone (215) 968-5814
(215) 968-5815
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A Team Effort
Joyasree (Ranu) Mahanti

We have to do a lot for Orissa. Your help can make a lot of differences to the millions of lives
suffering from poverty or deprivation of any kind. Mrs Mahanty narrates here her own
involvement with some projects in Orissa for the amelioration in the conditions of the poor and
needy. -Editor

Behind all the following success stories there is always the involvement and unending support of
a dedicated team. Without the team it wouldn’t have been possible to make the dream successful.
The team members are:

I My friends, relatives and family members who have strongly encouraged me and
supported me financially for the past six years with tremendous trust.

2 Basundhara (a non-profit organization in Cuttack, Orissa) that has given me shelter,
advice, and has opened my eyes to many areas of volunteerism and soctal illness, and
supervised the projects after each time I leave Orissa.

3 The Villagers whose cooperation, enthusiasm, and hard work made the projects
successful, encouraged me to go back again and again with hopes and dreams.

The following information pertains to the funding of the projects 1 have been involved with over
the last two years.

Contributions Collected in 2000-2001

From friends in the U.S.A. and Canada $3,715
Bharatiya Temple, Troy, Ml $25,000
Orissa Society of Americas $5,000
Total amount collected in dollars $33,715
Total amount collected in rupees ($1=Rs 45) Rs 5,17,175

Contributions Collected in 2001-2002

Orissa Society of Americas (cyclone fund) $8,000
Federation of Indian Association (cyclone fund) $6,142
From friends in the U.S.A. and Canada: $9,100
Total amount collected in dollars $23,242
Total amount collected in rupees ($1=Rs 48) Rs 11,15,616
Collected from Self Help Group 3,18,000
Total Rs 14,33,616

My thank you to DR Devi P Misra, Huntsville, AL, Anjali Mishra, Flint, MI, Hare Krishna
Patnaik, Rochester Hill, M1 and Rajan Panda, NY for their help.

Project Allocations (in rupees) 2000-2001
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Projects Our Beneficiary Total

Contribution  Contribution Amount
A. 60 Shallow Tube Wells (Rs 7000 per unit) 3,78,000 42,000 (10%) 4,20,060
Loans to Self Help Groups at 9% interest 3,19,000 0 3,19,000
30 Public Bathrooms (Rs 6000 per unit) 1,80,000 0 1,80,000
100 Private Latrines (Rs 4000 per unit) 2,00,000 2,00,000 (50%) 4,00,000
30 Tube Wells (Rs 3000 per unit) 45,000 45,000 (50%) 90,000
Income Generating (for Tribal Women) 1,45,000 0 1,45,000
Rehabilitation of the villagers 2,36,700 23,670 (10%) 2,60,370
Administrative cost * 13,475 0 13,475
Total 15,17,175 3,10,670 Rs 18,27,845

(540,620)

Project Allocations (in rupees) 2001-2002
Projects Our Beneficiary Total
Contribution  Contribution Amount

53 Shallow Tube Wells (Rs 7000 per unit) 2,59.700 1,11,300 (30%) 3,71,000
Loans to Self Help Groups at 9% interest 5,62,400 0 5,62,400
50 Tube Wells (Rs 3000 per unit) 75,000 75,000 (50%) 1,50,000
Utkala Khadimandal Madhyamika 28,800 0 28,800
Vidyapitha in Rayagada district
Community Development of 4 villages 4.,08,000 0 4,08,000
Pending work Bathroom Project 22,500 0 22,500
Administrative cost * 44216 0 44,216
Last Years Loss in Latrine Project 33,000 0 33,000
Fotal 14,33,616 1,86,300 Rs 16,19,916
($33,748)

* The administrative cost includes the diesel expenses and salaries for two villagers for four
months to supervise the projects. My travel to India and local expenses in Orissa are completely
covered by my personal funds.

Since 2001, I have decided not to provide any free service to the Villagers. The Villagers must
contribute their share for getting assistance depending on the projects, situation, and their
financial condition. Initially they were not receptive to this idea. In the end, however, most of
them paid their share. They recognized the benefits of their participation and as a result created
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an environment of mutual trust. Most of the projects were in the cyclone affected villages of the
Ersama block, Jagatsingpur district. 1 decided to remain in the same region by expanding the
territories instead of randomly working in different villages. There is a long list of villages. If
you are interested, I can provide you with the list.

Shallow Tube Wells for Dalua Farming (2000-2002): This project was started with 25 shallow
tube wells in January 2000 after the super cyclone. The idea came from one of the villagers from
the Patana village and the initial funding came from the UK Trust, a London-based charitable
organization. | am extremely thankful and indebted to both of them. Now it has been expanded to
255 shallow tube wells that provide water to about 2000 acres of farmland. Initially I had great
difficulty raising funds for this project that ultimately was a great success. But in the end, all my
prayers and effort paid off. It is with pride and immense pleasure 1 can go to the villages in
February and March and see the remarkable progress. Ewventually this project also got support
from other agencies through Basundhara.

Financial Assistance to Self Help Groups (2000-2002): 1 take great pride for this project. In the
beginning, 1 was skeptical of spending so much money for this project without knowing the
return. We gave Rs 500 (about $11.00) to each person in the group with a condition they would
return the money within six months with a minimum interest of 9% per year. 1 did not ask them
how they were going to use the money. My main interest other than helping them was to develop
trust. The condition was that if they returned the money within six months, they would get
double the amount (Rs 1000) for the second loan. We will provide support twice only. The entire
amount was returned with interest within six months, We gave financial support to 41 groups
(626 members) in 2001. In 2002, we gave financial support to 48 groups, some old and some new
groups (603 members). About $12,100 has been invested in the Financial Assistance to Self
Help Group project. This is a rolling fund and all the transactions are done through the bank. I
hope that with this amount we can help many such groups in the future.

Bathrooms in Public Places (2000-2001): In 2001, 30 bathrooms were built near the public tube
wells where young girls and women were taking baths outside. The condition was that the
beneficiaries would pay 50% towards the cost of the bathrooms. Although initially promised, we
had difficulty collecting money from the beneficiaries.

Private Sanitary Latrines (2000-2001): Out of 133 latrines planned, 100 were built in private
houses at the beneficiary’s request. The condition was that the beneficiary would pay 50% of the
total cost (Rs 4000). Unfortunately, 33 beneficiaries took the initial amount and materials but
never built the latrines. They sold the materials and kept the money. We are still trying to recover
the money. As a result, though there was lot of interest in this project in 2002, I did not want to
pursue this further. This is the only project where we had some loss (about Rs 33,000).

Drinking Water Tube Wells for the scheduled Class (2000-2003): In 2001 and 2002 we have
installed 80 tubewells (Rs 3000 per tube well) with 50% benefictary’s contribution.

Income Generating Programs for the Tribal Women (2000-2001): The fund for one spice
grinding machine and one rice husking machine with working capital was provided to NATION,
Basundhara’s collaborating partner at Budhakendua for income generating programs for the
tribal ladies. They only bought one machine and used part of the money to build a room for the
business. They are still struggling to establish the business fully. Hopefully in 2003, 1 will have a
better idea about this project.

Rehabilitation of the villagers by Michigan Chapter (2000-2001): OSA gave $5000 through
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the Michigan chapter to spend the amount for a specific cyclone affected village, Bhitara
Srichandanpur in Ersoma block. The money was given to the villagers as a loan for a 10% down
payment to buy cows, bullocks, and start small businesses. They have promised to pay back the
loan by February 2003 with 9% interest per year. We also bought them a Kirloskar Pump Set and
four sprayers for the farming use. The 10% that was collected from the villagers was used to
purchase the above machineries.

Community Development for Four Tribal Villages of Sambalpur District in Western
Orissa (2001-2002): For the last few years, | have been looking for an organization through
which 1 could work in this under-developed western region of Orissa. In my last visit (January
2002) 1 came to know BISWA (Bharat Integrated Social Welfare Agency), a Sambalpur based
voluntary Development Organization. [ visited four villages with members of BISWA. All the
villages are sitvated within 35kms from Sambalpur. It was painful to see the living condition of
these viltagers in the 21* century. It is a constant struggle for them for water and food. The only
water resource was one tube well per village and a half- dried pond in one of the villages. The
villagers don’t have their own land. They rely on daily wages. There is no electricity with any
hope on the horizon. With experience, I have learnt to focus on priorities and not be too
emotional but very practical. The four villages 1 have taken up are Jhankarbahali, Rathipada,
Budapada, and Tangarjuri and the following are the projects:

4 solar unit system with black and white television (Rs 40,000} funded by Ms. Angela Garcia
Estrada from Spain and Basundhara

4 Tube wells with platform for drinking water (Rs 45,065 per unit) Rs 1,80,260
Bamboo trading and goat rearing through self help groups 1,41,000
Renovation of one existing pond 65,000
Administrative and other expenses 20,000
Total Rs 4,06,260

($ 8,500)

The solar units are still to be received from the Government. The drinking water tube wells were
installed and money was distributed to the self-help groups during my presence. Renovation of
the pond work will be started once the pond completely dries up (in middle of May). The
administrative and other expenses include transportation, salaries for the staff and villagers
overseeing the projects, and marketing. I have regular correspondence with BISWA regarding
these projects. My next year’s plan is to provide basic support towards education, healthcare, and
agriculture for the above four villages. I have already budgeted three projects with BISWA and
am hoping to get your kind support for these projects.

The super cyclone provided a path that 1 had been searching for many years. With time I am
slowly learning to understand the problems and the needs of the people. It is more difficult when
the problems vary from vitlage to village in different parts of Orissa. In order to focus on my
goal, I learned the importance of not being critical of the system, the people, or the government.
My goal and priority are to help people with minimum overhead expenses. 1 feel comfortable
working with short-term projects with simple accounting systems. [ like to meet with people
who are beneficiaries of our help and monitor them through local organizations in order to ensure
that funds are not misused.
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The best part of my work is the opportunity to get involved with lives of people. 1 make a sincere
effort to listen to them carefully and to understand their needs and interests. For this, one has to
work at the grassroots level and one needs to spend more time with the people of Orissa. My
work has opened my eyes in many ways. Particularly, living in this country, it is beyond one’s
imagination that a few dollars can actually give a livelihood to a family. This has made me and
my husband collect all the change, which we used to put in our children’s piggy bank after they
left our home. Generally, changes are scattered all over the house. 1 realized that the collected
amount will take care of one child’s education, or one self help group member’s trading, or can
provide a tube well for drinking or farming; the list can go on and on. This experience has made
me to put a few quarters regularly in a small box and I intend to use the amount at the end of the
year towards literacy program in our children’s names. This is a small way to take care of a huge
problem, “illiteracy”. It is now time for us to join our hands and resources to help Orissa. |
believe we can make significant changes if we all can work as a team.

1 would like to acknowledge several persons who have been very important to the success of
these projects. Kedar Sahani, a local plumber, who not only took the charge of all the plumbing
jobs but also took the major responsibility to make sure the projects were completed properly in
time. His vision, dedication, sincerity, and the interest in working for the people always
encourage me to work with the villagers: Bairagi Mohanty, who gave the idea of providing the
shallow tube wells to the villagers; Jeevan Behera, the leader of the Kaibarta sahi (Fisherman’s
village), who constantly nags me for the benefit of his people with his most polite and gentle
words that one can’t ignore; Neeranjana Pradhan, a local young man who constantly tries to work
for the people; Bichitra Mantri, a dedicated local school teacher who is always eager to help and
Saila Behera, the secretary of Basundhara who has shown me the beautiful path to volunteerism,
Believe me, none of them ever has asked money for their services. We work together as a family
with immense pleasure,

(Jayasree Mohanty, a social activist herself, lives in East Lansing, Michigan with her family. She
visits Orissa regularly to work among the vilagers)
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I'T Professional in this Millennium
Rasananda Behera

Typical Life Story of the Indian Software Professional in this millennium (It looks long,
but is very interesting and true, and 1 hope you will surely like it). The two brothers in
focus are from a middle class family, and are doing their final semester MCA (Master in
Computer Applications).As any other typical MCA or Engineering student has these two

options;

IF clause:

{
IF got-financial-aid during final year MCA or BE

THEN MS or PhD in US
Display "Foreign MS Degree”
ELSE
Join the (campus offered) big software consulting company
Visit all continents much to the concern of those who took the above IF logic
Display "Have made more money than you guys who did MS in US"

END IF
\
s

let us see what a brother has done:

Our big brother (so called Bhaina) took the ELSE clause and happily went around the
globe. Learnt English customs, Swiss niceties, Spanish Reggae, French cuisine and
American Dreams. After three years (now a days people start at 6 months itself), he
decides to leave the big consultancy job and takes on a HIB. He tells all his friends "just
2 or maximum 3 years, make 310K or $20K and then come back and seltle back home
nicely, I'll come back, I won't be like others who settle there”. He must believe so when
he says this and does not lie...

First 3 months:

Has got his SSN, managed a driving license after quite a bit of difficulty and fear;
managed a second hand car in spite of having a dream to buy a BMW; rented a decent
apartment in Cider Mill; spending about US$500 on phone bills calling up each and every
friend and relative.

Next 3 months:

Finds to his shock that he has less money in bank than he had during the big consultancy
trips (when he knew that he used to get peanuts and hence lived within his means sharing
a apartment and a car with 5 people and saved some money really)!! So now he starts
making huge cuts in telephone bill (first he starts with his home calls and close friend.
Then makes huge cut in calls to back home). He is then happy to see the bill goes down
from $500 to $150.

Next 6 months:
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Has some friends by now, makes some trips to Niagara Falls (its a ritual like the Kashi-
Varanashi and Jagannath-Puri trip in India), New York city and White House in
Washington D.C. After experiencing a winter gets fed-up with his car not start. Then he
decides to buy a new car, feels lonely, thinks of getting married.

Next 3 months:

Decides to call up his family about searching for a bride. Company asks him about green
card. He has two minds: change job for § 10 K increase, or stay content with $5K
increase given by the present company.

Next 3 months:

He fixes a trip after daily hunting for the cheapest ticket, goes home (Orissa, India) with
quite a few gifts for his family, and fixes a girl!!! Comes back to the US in 3 weeks, as
he knows he will be going back home after 6 months for marriage.

After 6 months:

Gets married, now he is for sure his dream of coming back in 3 years is becoming pale!
He has to spend $3000 on travel next time to go back home; he has spent a lot in car
repayment; 2 Indian trips and in gifts; now he won’t go back for 2 years: meanwhile he
has to get his green card any way; (so he consoles himself that circumstances forced him
to stay rather than blaming his will power).

2 years down the road:

Makes a trip home, buys more gifts for relatives of the wife than his own brothers and
sisters!! Calculates every dollar, but finds out to his surprise that salaries in India have
gone up greatly, and also the cost of everything, now his savings will buy only 1 flat in
Kalinga Nagar, neither at BDA Park nor at VIP Colony in Nayapalli. He won’t have any
cash if he thoughts of settling (in India any where else). He decides that he will stay in
the US for another 3 years and concentrate more on saving and come back to India for

good.,
3 years in US:

Has a child (his mother-in-law came during the delivery; he was worried all along that
should any one in his family fall sick, he would go on medical assistance. He prays to
God more than he prayed for his School final marks or JEE/CET seat). Now, he is a
family man (unlike “7he BIG DADDY” in the English Movie ) thinks that if his 2 year old
daughter stays in US - after she is 7-8 years of age, she will have all those bad habits, so
makes a plan to go back after S years, when his daughter would have seen the Disney and
Six Flags when she is not yet spoilt by the western culture.

4 years down the road:

Makes a trip to India with a 20 % hope of returning to India. His retired father with BP &
diabetes and mother with heart problem are in the forefront of his thoughts. But he goes
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to few companies, (His ego is a little hurt as he was working as a programmer in the US,
in spite of having good knowledge and had managed 15 people team in India), he expects
to be appointed as a General Manager; but doesn't get one; or even if he gets, compares
with $70K and finds it peanut, so he decides to show his parents to a doctor; asks his
neighbors to look after them and gets on a plane to the US.

5 vears down the line:

His wife likes the US, and she does not have the problem of the pestering of her mother-
in-law. Halts all plans of her husband's thoughts of returning home. The wife visits India
during Decembers only, shows off and then comes back to the US (While in India she
talks to her relatives about her own car; kids “Odyssey Dance” classes in Baltimore
suburbs; her relatives exclaim that they are still so Indian)....

10 years later:

Cur man is in his 50's now. He suddenly remembers the Indian(typically Oriya) culture.
He is reminiscing in his dreams of the past about reciting Suhasranama at 6 PM in the
Shiva temple, the prasad sevan at the Lingaraj temple, his jolly stints with his Chetak
(name of a scooter/bike in India) and the Dahibara at the Cabin in front of the
Consultancy services (so called today’s INFO CITY) office and Mayfair at Old Nandan
Kanan Road. He wants all of them back; so he goes to India but doesn't find it. All of
these are not truly continuing. He then blames Indians(mostly oriyas) for forgetting their
culture. He buys a big flat style apartment; and decides to come back in 2 years;

After 2 more years:
He goes back to India but not with his family. His children Sweta and son Ronak (nice

fancy names unlike Laxmikanta and his friend Nishikanta though they were deep-rooted
tradition of his ancestral names) are going to "SCHOOL" (at John Hopkins University,
not in our terms an university; he calls it school) and are likely to get settled their with
Steve and Susan respectively. He does not like it; but can't help it and so accepts it
without saying anything; wife accepts it more realistically; but still blames the
circumstances (had I got $ 70K when I passed out Engineering, would 1 have come here
and spent 30 years here? He does not remember that rest of the Indians earned only 2165
+ city allowance + DA relief of 120 rupees ninety paise when he got Rs. 4500/- in campus
and got Rs. 1000/- hike every 6 months in his software consultancy company). Now in
his sixties at Bhubaneswar; he goes to temple; his neighborhood apartments kids are
wearing American T-shirts, watching MTV. Our man is feeling bad that they are growing
too Western; he passes his last days hoping his son and daughter will join him at
death;(doesn't remember that he sent only get well card and made few telephonic calls
using AT&T, MCI cheap rate duration's than attend to them personally, but still expects
his son will come nurse him); the good treatment at our Kalinga Hospital has restored his
health; now he can walk to the corner shop and negotiate Kalia chat (Not the famous
“Balifatra padia” Kalia Chat at Cuttack)for 50 paise spoiling the poor daily wage
earners' meager earnings). Sometimes he thinks why didn’t he take part in the “Who will
be Millionaire” unlike the ‘Kaun banega Crorepati” featured in the STAR TV by Big
Bachan. And now our brother stays in peace at an old age home!!

You know that | love Orissa.... MY great Orissa.... OUR PROUD NATIVE ORISSA....
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An Interview with Ambassador Mansingh

(Shri Lalit Mansingh, the Ambassador of India to the United States, is a pride for all of
us. He was born in a village in Orissa. A career diplomat of 1963 batch of IFS, he served
in Indian Missions in Geneva, Kabul, Brussels, and Washington. He was also the Director
General of the Indian Council for Cultural Relations. Before being sent to London as
India’s High Commissioner, Shri Mansingh was India’s Ambassador to Abu Dhabi and
High Commissioner to Lagos. He was also appointed as India’s Foreign Secretary. After
the successful completion of this tenure, he has been appointed as the Ambassador of
India to the United States - a post which he occupies now.

Despite being the first Oriya to occupy such responsible posts given by the
Government of India, Lalit Mansingh has always been humble and soft-spoken. The
OSA souvenir for 2002 decided to have an intimate interview with him. Dr. Subhakanta
Behera, One of the Editors interviewed him. The following is the conversation.)

O: You are the first Oriva to become Indian High Commissioner to UK, Foreign
Secretary of India and now Ambassador to the United States. How was your reaction as
an Oriya to such important responsibilities.

A: I have always felt humble and grateful for the opportunities given to me to serve India
in a variety of assignments. 1 owe a deep debt of gratitude to the encouragement and
support I received from my family, and to Orissa where 1 grew up and received my
education.

Q. While discharging your duties and responsibilities from such important and visible
positions, how do you configures Orissa with India ? How and where does Orissa fit into
your professional thinking ?

A: My cultural and family roots are deeply embedded in Orissa. I have been in regular
touch with my small village in Parikud in the Chilika lake area. I would be happy to
assist Orissa in any possible way in my personal or professional capacity.

Q. Let us talk about Orissa. You spent your childhood and youth in Parikud, Cuttack and
Sambalpur. What impression did these places have left on you ?

A: A lasting impression of my childhood is the beauty and the serenity of the countryside
in Orissa and the profoundly rich culture of the people at the grassroots. Sambalpur gave
me the opportunity to anderstand the art and culture of western Orissa, especially of the

tribal people.
Q: Any memorable childhood and boyhood experiences that have influenced you a lot 7

A: Growing up in a family of professors and intellectuals, I had a somewhat secluded
childhood. The emphasis was on good conduct and scholastic achievements.

Q: Your father, late Dr. Mayadhar Mansinha was an educationist and a great poet. His
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contribution to the Oriya literature has been immense. What was his influence in the
making of Lalit Mansingh the ambassador ?

A: My father has been the dominant influence in my life. He was a towering intellectual
whose mind was preoccupied with literature, philosophy and spiritualism. He was also
deeply involved with the problems of education in India. He was a noble, generous and
large hearted person. He instilled in his children a deep sense of integrity, human
decency, and a quest for excellence. At every step in my life, my father was my guiding
spirit and inspiration. Iregret ] did not inherit his literary talent.

Q: How do you feel to be son of such a great man ?
A: Tt feels intimidating. It also makes me immensely proud of being his son.

Q: Your higher education was partly in Orissa and for sometime you were also teaching
in the Utkal University. How do you rate the educational system in Orissa? Secondly,
now how do vou perceive the higher education in Orissa in terms of quality,
modernization and the result it begets ?

A: Till very recently, Orissa had very inadequate educational facilities. There were very
few schools, and for decades, Ravenshaw College was the only college in the State. In
my father’s time, Ravenshaw did not even provide for post graduate studies. I am happy
that there has been considerable expansion of education in Orissa recently.

I did my entire education in Orissa and am proud of the quality of education 1
received in the State. 1 am pleased that hundreds of bright young people from Orissa are
today finding opportunities for their talent in other parts of India and abroad.

Q: Your family is well known in Orissa for doing progressive things. How have these
things influenced you in your life?

A: My parents had a progressive outlook. Through his writings, my father ceaselessly
attacked superstition, prejudice and social injustice. My brothers and sisters and 1 were
naturally influenced by this in our personal life.

Q: You are a connoisseur of art. Relating to this, how do you see the present condition of
Orissa ? How do you find present Orissa in terms of its development ?

A: There is an unexplained paradox in the case of Orissa. With a rich cultural and
civilizational heritage, and with an abundance of natural resources, there is no reason why
Orissa should be the poorest state in India. This is an issue which calls for serious
attention from the leaders and administrators of Orissa.

Q. In view of the fact that, Orissa has a rich cultural heritage, what do you suggest to
promote the Oriya culture like Odissi dance and music, Oriya literature and folk art

Jorms outside the state ?



OSA Souvenir 2002 63

A: Orissa’s culture in terms of its art and architecture, dance and music, textiles and
jewellery - is already well known all over the world. There is perhaps a need to attract
more tourism especially cultural tourism and eco-tourism. Orissa should also endeavor to
be a major center in India for manufacturing and services.

Q: Where do you see Orissa going from here ?
A : There is only one option available: to move forward.

Q: Many young people of Orissa who are working hard in various fields of life consider
you as an icon of achievements . What is your suggestion for them ?

A: Opportunities come in life if people are prepared to seize them. Education and skills
are the key to progress. I would like young people from Orissa to think nationally and
globally instead of restricting their horizons to Orissa.
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Feelings , within
Surya Nayak

The above poem manifests my humility and love for my little angel who receives me from
within my soul and refills my feelings when I am emotionally spent " says the poet. -
Editor

A road-less path,
un-gear motions
War against the destiny
Lost...

Lone and silent
I submerge
into solitude
And eventually
I feel the pulse
Alive.......

Encounter, an Angel
I grasp my breath.

Now I have the courage
to ruminate over the past
The tears of acceptance,
blur my eyes,
but the sight only improves, and
The Angel smiles........
I perceive the support
I sense the warmth
The care,
The comfort
The relief
The reverence.

The strength evolves
Naturally indeed.....

I see the elements
I acknowledge the truth
I surrender to win
The Angel winks.....

(Surya Nayak has published poems both in English and Oriya. He has several books to
his credit also. He and his family are long time residents of Maryland.)
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. Management for power industry

9326 Lanham Severn Road, 1300 Light Street
Lanham, MD 20706 Baltimore, MD 21230
Ph: (301) 306-1995 * Fax: (301) 459-0949  Ph: (410) 837-2001

M N-1,205, IRC Village, Nayapalli, Bhubaneswar- 15 Orissa, India,

‘ Ph. No: (0674) 552362, Fax: (0674 } 413842




Celebrating 12" Anniversary

WORLD TRAVEL
CONNECTIONS

Low Fares From USA To India

DELHI BOMBAY BANGLORE MADRAS
$ 855 $ 855 $ 1095 $ 1130

Some restrictions may apply. Taxes as applicable. Fares are subject to change without notice and are subject to avaliability.

Also Cali For Low Fares To Other Cities

Special Fares From India To USA
Tickets Delivered Free Of Cost

We Specialize In:
Corporate

Meetings & Planning

'CRUISES & PACKAGES DOMESTIC & INTERNATIONAL
Phone: (301) 249 0020 Fax: (301) 249 0662

info@worldtravelconnect.com
3038 Mitchellville Road
Suite # 204
Bowie, MD 20716.



0OSA Souvenir 2002 71

dne ¢IGIa Gon
- gIBRel fe
dalg 6ee1a ©IAREE | i}
(e Gifa gagdise geg dais .
Q64 & disel a8ial Aqel
dag ¢ g 6Ra |
auee @ 6alm /IG I

Y60 610 QRGien 6 adel
G IR LR &
08q § 2l66 coRRlg 614 |
6666 ¢ @618 QY@ Qe ?
zaeikl &8 «adela g ates
6716 F16R €66 I |
Y@l el Yoé eindel ads & 6ase |
R A Q AR TR
6pade RO1e §RY
Qg Clale Qs ed |
agdel ae qell AQ *aIBER .
6REQ@ MR G LERIC QIUGER .
2N QIR IR fad
claal 26 Qa8 e
#0é a@al Ve 68le Q08 ARG |
A6Ra &8 @ fn eGela |
¥a aIf 60la fei'al Jeeiey
aIf asa aib, 26re aIf aaldsa
QGEI'E diR 601 @2l 2RI |
ol Q60 QIR abel’ 8l a@dela gae
g6 @ eaael’ & QI a6a aib
R0 e adia |
@g 69 2RA @b veo &0 Adde
- Qb fepel 999 |
QR Hedes QG 6ol 2R |
&g 691 @o18Ia 6860 6Q@AIT 78 |
28 ¢ velet Gud fdaia
wa 9o o6
Qe g0 Jedia 7966 .
ac18l @Qf 68 a1 Ger I

06q coRdeIa @1l eaIed |
‘MOE G2 08 AIGE FI6C |
Y@ €68l QIRGE AERS El6)
Q66 QIG G I
‘GAA SI18I8 6 6ge @eg
6R60 26 RO6S YS!



OS8A Souvenir 2002

fell 66& 13l] |
dIGeR 2AQIEH QREGH
'GRR 16IR° | Q2 66& AG
qifeia Zeaiac! AI1@ 1
60 @ 2R 9rad Rew fer
QIR QR QAR OF YAIA QA |
6a Gal6a g 08 69 & ARG s8I
6466 Qolaem 69 ade @1g |
veE oae 69 QIRRIF Yal Vel QN ofi |
disel Gla 6AR TIRG
UCHR @R, YOR . 9 @06 O
@5 Q60 an OIR . AIFcea 7166 YRl V&I
@ 60 0I% qiel . @ 60R 668 66l ,
G gaiol 68 QeI 99 &R
S1918 RIGH AFIE QI . ¥ AQ1 K6 I

dv sradsm ¢ae
ATR6a UARIRER 67l OIR REGR
69R §rI6 6Q68 AG0IQ Al @El
has o 6eR oI ase grg and |

YgQIolq ef 2991 Qe .
aia @8 A gre g v craica |
f166 sradel aie a0 gAa dleg
2R Q@QYUF 60 aaIedeg I

72



OSA Souvenir 2002 73

The Misery of Human Kind
Biptab Panda

Every day under the blazing fire of the Sun,
the scorching heat, and the unrelenting glare,
an almighty battle occurs.

The clang of armor filling the sky,
oh why do these people have no mercy on their brothers?
Why do these great warriors saturate
the ground with a horrible stench?

Why is it that the perfect meadow,
with beautiful flowers of purple, red, and orange.
turns into a war zone?

Where even the water is foul,
causing diseases?

Why is it that on this Earth,
where every man and woman is born,
there may never be peace?

Why is it that one man has the
most delicious pudding served to him,
where the clink of money is never uncommon,
another man lives on a dingy road, begging for money?

Why, oh why?

Biplab. a 6th grade in Lovett School. Atlanta. GA lives with his parents Smita, Dilip and
brand new brother Vedic. He was placed 3" in the nationwide spelling Bee contest, 2001,
organized by North South Foundation. He was placed 3rd in GA State in National
Geographic Bee Contest, 2002. In his spare time he likes to play Piano and read Books.
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Dawn to Dusk
Pratik Dash

A teen-ager sees the parallel between the human life and eternal cosmic movement of the
sun. A brilliant poetic outpouring. - Editor

As the sun rises,

A baby is born
When the first ray of light
Pierces the early morn.
When homtains stand tall,
Holding the sun on top
The young, little babe
Begins to walk.

Soon the sun reveals itself,
Whether it be warm or cool,
And there is a young boy
Disobeying every rule.

And the sun stands in front of the clouds,
Preparing for its dive,

And the teen watches the sun
As he learns how to drive.
The sun is in the middle of the sky
As the boy becomes a man
And soon he has a family,

As the sun shines across the land.
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Soon the sun begins to leave
Its beautiful, majestic throne
And the man watches his son leave
And he too feels alone.

The sun begins to descend,
Slowly landing on mountain peaks,
And the man grows very old
His muscles fragile and weak.
Soon the sun goes lower and lower
Saying farewell to all it met
And the man lies down in fatigue and pain

And takes his one last breath.

(Pratik Dash 13 is the son of Prabir and Prajesh Dash of Franklin, TN. He has
published several poems in different anthologies and in the Library of Congress.)
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The Hearts of People
Shashwati Das

A seven year old givl Sashwati desires human hearts to be used for good things. But
could we ...7 -Editor

People have great hearts

_ The hearts care for people that they love

Hearts are not for making people sad

But to make people proud of themselves and look above

Hearts are for people that you care for

Hearts are not to kill or fight

Hearts don’t want you to make others cry

But they want you to make their smiles bright

I know sometimes we all get mad

But you should never break anyone’s heart

Hearts are to love, to share and to care

Hearts are to forgive friends and again make a good start

(Shashwati Das is a fun loving seven year old girl who stays in Columbia, Maryland with
her two sisters Bagmi and Mrunali, and parents Naresh and Bigyani Das. Shashwati is
a student of Odissi dance school Nrityalaya and Gymnasitc Plus of Columbia, MD. )
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Mrunali’s Limericks

Mrunali Das

Let us have a taste of limericks from Mrunali. From mom to concert, her limericks are
full of meaning and music. -Editor

Lenter McKenter

There once was a nice kid named Lenter
Who lived in the town of Tormenter
He was treated bad
And therefore was sad
So he left town to be a mentor

Mrunali’s Holi
There once was a nice kid named Mrunali
Who lived in the town of Chandabali
She woke up one bright day
And couldn’t wait to play
For today was the first day of Holi

Mother’s Day
There once was a mom named Lily
Who had a daughter named Millie
She woke up one day
On the twelfth of May
In a bed of water lilies
The Concert
There once was a nice kid named Ted
Who played the drums with his drumhead
On one sunny day
He went up to play
On stage he played the bells instead

(Mrunali Das lives in Columbia, Maryland with her parents Naresh and Bigyani Das.
Mrunail, a Gifted, Talented 4th grade student at Guilford Flementary School, Columbia
learns Odissi dance and also plays Soccer.)
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The Last Kiss (Good-bye)
Amrut Pati

A good bye to somebody, near and dear one who is slipping into eternity. How painful is
bidding final farewell...! -Editor

As their lips tenaciously embrace,
his mouth trembles,
like an earthquake.
He tries to conceal his true feelings
of fear.

Her eyes release silent tears.
They form a thin stream,
which flows
down her rosy cheeks.
The sun's soft,
red glow
casts upon them.

A gentle breeze
catches their hair.

They gaze deep into one another.
Until his eyes close

Forever...

(Amrut, a student Glastonbury High School.)
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These Are a Few of My Favorite Things

Ananyaa Mishra

Let us share with Ananyaa’s feelings towards few of her favorite things. - Editor

I hold in my hand a hamster,
the sound of it’s heartbeat makes me feel peaceful.

I hold in my hand a butterfly,
thinking how it’s bright, fragile wings support it.

I hold in my hand a goldfish in a bowl,
admiring it’s motion and grace.

I hold in my hand a rose,
smelling the beautiful fragrance.

I hold in my hand a snowflake,
amazed at it’s unique symmetry.

I hold in my hand a picture of my family,
old memories gradually come to visit me.

If T held in my hand a hummingbird,
I wonder --- what would it be like to fly free?

(Ananya, daughter of Snigdha and Srikanta Mishra, attends the 4th Grade Talented and Gifted
(TAG) program at Pond Springs Elementary in Austin, TX. She loves to read and write, and is
also taking Hindustani Classical Music, Piano and Bharatanatyam lessons. )
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The Journey

Snigdha Mishra

I float, weightless in a warm ocean
Touching my toes in the velvet dark.
Her voice murmurs, caressing me
As I drift in my safe cocoon.

Waves ripple through my ocean
Tremors rock my cradle walls.
Her heart beats faster

As I wait uneasy in my cocoon.

Waves crash around me
Tossing me about helplessty
Walls squeeze me in, pulsing
As I lie trapped in my cocoon.

I’'m crushed, pushed along

Breathless, { hear Her heart thundering
She screams endlessly

As my cocoon whirls in the storm.

Merciless light burns my eyes.
Freezing cold numbs me,

This loud, new world deafens me.
As I panic — Where is my cocoon?

Her voice caresses me

Her heart beats gentle and slow

Her softness, Her scent envelope me
As I rock again in my warm cocoon.

(Snigdha Mishra resides in Austin, TX, with her husband and two children.
Currently on an extended leave of absence from a financial analyst career, she teaches
Hindustani classical music and writes poetry in her spare time.)
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Kiawah Island
Alex Kishor Wotring

Ocean Waves, roaring as you walk on the beach.
What a perfect little island within a short drives reach.

As I feel the sand,
It is cool to my hand.
So off I go with my jacket and hood.
I’ve decided instead to go to the woods.

In the woods I hear,
Then I see a deer.

This island is indeed splendid.
This island is not to be feared.

I like to ride my bike to the small straw market.
Some days, instead I will decide to hike it.

This island is small, but it has an emerald blue pool.
There is a walk that connects it to the beach and the ocean azul.
Certainly this island has not a fool.

As I go the park, I look at the tree with its bark.
I see woodpeckers pecking at it.
As I felt the bark, it felt rough in my hands tough.

I love this island, but I will leave for another place.
1 prepare to go from wonderful Kiawah Island as I pack up my case.

Alex is nine years old and one of the twin grand sons of Ghanashyam and Manorama
Mishra, who live in Kiawah Istand, SC. Alex and his brother Noah Kumar love to visit
their grand parents from their home in North Carolina.
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Have you ever

Smita Mahapatra
Smita is troubled by vices of the world. Iis there really a way out? -Editor

Have you ever seen the crimson of hatred
As you watch your heart's true desire snatched
mercilessly in a single instant.
Have you ever seen the plum of royalty
As you find yourself showered with a daily display of
praise and flattery, but perhaps not rightly so.
Have you ever seen the forest of envy
As a stranger of a person attains the one dream seen
only by you since the days of your youth.
Have you ever seen the sapphire of sorrow
As the cascade of tears stream down your face,
witnessed by only one silent observer.
Have you ever seen the midnight of depression
As darkness surrounds you one fateful day the barrier
of protection momentarily collapses.
Then, the sun rises once again, adding a hint of light
to the never-ending shades of life.
Forever, in a continuous cycle, leading with a glimpse
of happiness only fully understood after the wall
seems to have caved in

(Smita, a student of 11th grade is the daughter of Lakshmi C. and
Meenakshi Mahapatra of Vincennes, Indiana.)
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San Francisco
Noah Kumar Wotring

I have pity on people who don’t like this city.
There are people walking and dogs barking.
There are rusty buildings with many things.

There are shops to fit in a mall.
Everyone is having a ball.
People are talking as they do their shopping.

There are many beggars asking for alms.
Some are reciting a poem,
I have pity on people who don’t like San Francisco.

(Noah is Alex’s nine-year-old brother, who lives in North Carolina. Last summer, the
twin grand sons of Ghanashyam and Manorama Mishra, visited their aunt Dr. Anita
Mishra-Henderson, in San Francisco.)
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A Collage Called India: From India Gate

Pratyash Acharya

To the gateway of India,

Across many cities and villages
Breathes my motherland India.
From pepsodent smiles To beggar’s whimpers
From Kashmir — vale of gloom and terror,
To Bollywood and the tale of glamor
India presents many, many faces.

In Konark, Orissa’s ancient majesty
In Odissi, the rhythm of grace
In many silent
And suffering faces

Inhales a diverse India.

From eating Velpuri in Mumbai’s beaches
To sipping coconut juice in Puri’s seaside
Drinking Lassi in Delhi Haat
Buying lehngas from poonam
To switching TV channels — Zee to Sony;
From earning teachers’ undue wrath
To competing for half a mark
Illiterates to IT jobseekers
Hand fans to air conditioners.
Grabbing a bottle of Bisleri
To samosa and chai in railway platforms
From mehndi-painted hands
To shorts and jeans
From Laggan to Harry Potter.

( Pratyasha Acharya is the daughter of Madhusmita and Ashok Acharya and is in 6"
grade. She and her parents live in New Delhi now . They used to be in Toronto, Canada.)



OS8A4 Souvenir 2002 89

Rain

Niharika (Nilu) Rath

The world weeping,
as it washes away,
the many memories,
of the past few days.

Washing away hate,
pain and crime,
bringing new flowers,
a new era, a new time.

Rain brings peace,
from the steady drip-drop,
and everyday life,
comes o a stop.

Rain can bring,
bad moods and gloom,
but mostly it brings,
new flowers to bloom.

(Niharika, daughter of Suchitra and Nigam Rath lives in Missouri.)
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While I am Sleeping
Jeeta Mahapatra
A beautiful dream to come true! But will it ever happen? -Editor

While I'm sleeping, I'm most content
The outside pressures seem to vanish away
I imagine people, their faults displayed at a minimum
Dark skies, brightened to the point of blindness
But better, nonetheless
Expectations thrown upon me
‘Become colorless vapor in my world of dreams
The visions before me
Will they ever become a reality
Are they a foreshadowing of times to come
Or simply one hopeful fantasy

(Jeeta, a student of 10th grade is the daughter of Lakshmi C. and
Meenakshi Mahapatra of Vincennes, Indiana.)
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Beautiful Orissa

Lina Nayak
In the cold, snow laden streets of this strange land,
I reminisce about my own home;
I think back about the tropical sun shining down upon
The crowded open markets of Orissa.

As I push the squeaky shopping cart up and down the rigid aisles,
Tossing in the frozen vegetables and canned fruits,
I think back about the freshly picked, ripe
Golden mangos and the home grown, juicy tomatoes
That I used to carry in a straw basket.

As I flag down a taxi by the sidewalk

And wait in the noisy traffic, '

I think back about the long,

Relaxing strolls back home from the market.

As I enter my apartment,

And I turn on the television,

I think back about my childhood days,

Spent laughing and playing with the neighborhood children.

I think back about the sweet guavas eaten

And the bright clothes adorned as a child of Orissa.
Now, in the cold, snow laden streets of this strange land,
I must wear a coat.

Lina Nayak is living in Chicago, IL
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My Dream Garden
Prerana Pradhan

Across the field and around the bushes,
into my garden I go.
Along long fields of pink and yellow roses and
behind rows of daffodils, I run
towards the sun.
Past mango groves and apple trees,
by the home of the honey bees,
and onto my favorite rock, I jump.
Over streams and into my dreams,
1 leave my qualms and nightmares behind
to the hostile and unfriendly.
I'will give my hopes and happiness to the unfortunate
during the days I am with my garden
of my dreams.
While the white swans swim with the crimson lotuses,
I wander out of my dreams,
and I vow to myself that I shall adore this
dream garden I got.

(Prerana, a 7th grader is the daughter of Chandana & Padmanava Pradhan. She
lives in Chapel Hill, NC)
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Oh Lord!
Bhagabat Chandra Sahu

Oh Lord! Oh Lord! Lord of the Universe
Oh Lord! Oh Lord! The God of Gods.

Oh Lord! Oh Lord! Lord of the downtrodden
Oh Lord! Oh Lord! You are so humane.

Oh Lord! Oh Lord! Lord of the sun and moon
Oh Lord! Oh Lord! The God of air and rain.

Oh Lord! Oh Lord! Lord of the unthinkable
Oh Lord! Oh Lord! You are so powerfui.

Oh Lord! Oh Lord! Lord of the sentient
Oh Lord! Oh Lord! Lord of the insentient.

Oh Lord! Oh Lord! Lord of my heart
Oh Lord! Oh Lord! You know what’s in my heart.

Oh Lord! Oh Lord! You are the whole
Oh Lord! Oh Lord! You are my soul.

Oh Lord! Oh Lord! The Seer and Preserver
Oh Lord! Oh Lord! To you, I surrender.

(Bhagabat Sahu is a well known devotee in North America. He has built a Jagannath
temple in Athens, AL)
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When the Rain Came Thundering Down

Srikanta Mishra

This semi-autobiographical story of Srikanta u definitely a glorification of Platonic love!
Let us see how he finally reaches his beloved. -Editor

“Ladies and gentlemen, the captain has indicated our final descent into the Seattle area.
Please make sure your seat belt is securely fastened, your seatback and tray tables ....”

The syrupy voice of the flight attendant drones on, waking me from my reverie.
The cabin crew is scurrying back and forth the aisle, making a final pass at trash
collection. As I look out the window, the majestic visage of Mt. Rainier comes into view.
I marvel at the glorious interplay of colors created on the snow-capped mountain by the
rays of the setting sun. A stray cloud suddenly engulfs us in its milky embrace, and when
we emerge the nose wheel of our aircraft is almost ready to kiss the tarmac.

An hour later, T am fighting rush hour traffic headed north on Interstate 5. Iam in
town for a few days to attend a conference, and also to visit Jayant. My mentor in the
debating club, quiz team and sundry such “literary” activities during our undergraduate
days in India. Jayant, Stanford MBA and VP of marketing for a profitable biotech
company, the husband of Purnima and father of little Priya. My good old friend, whom I
haven’t seen in years. We have set up a date for dinner the night I will be leaving.

A few days later, I find myself ringing the doorbell of Jayant’s house, with an
Elmo plush toy and a bottle of chilled California Riesling. When the door opens, it
reveals a partially wet and disheveled Jayant who promptlty grabs me in a bear hug. “So,
Masterji, welcome to Seattle! Come in, come in. Purnima and I are giving Priya a bath,
and shouid be done shortly. Why don’t you sit down and relax, while my cousin Archana

keeps you company?”

Jayant dashes off upstairs before I can say a word, and a young woman clad in
jeans and a University of Washington t-shirt comes out from the kitchen area. An
awkward silence reigns for a moment, before I introduce myself.

“Hi, [ am Prakash — an old friend of Jayant.”

“Hello,” she replies. “l am Archana, his cousin. Please, have a seat.”

Both of us sit down, and struggle through our impromptu opentng gambits.

“So, what are you studying at UW?”

“I’m a graduate student in the Biochemistry department”.

“How long have you been in Seattle?”
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“This is my fourth year. My original goal was to do a PhD in Chemistry, but then
a couple of years later, I changed my major to Biochemistry.”
“You must be close to finishing your masters then.”

“Yes, I graduate in a few months, at the end of summer.”

The going is tough. Fortunately, Jayant et al. decide to re-enter the scene. Priya
comes bouncing down the stairs until she sees me and immediately hides behind her
mother. I stand up to get a hug from Purnima. Priya takes the Elmo toy, and says “Thank
you, welcome” all in the same breath. Then she loses interest in me and goes over to
Archana. Purnima inquires about my trip, comments on the few pounds I have put on
since we last met, and urges everyone to move to the dinner table.

~ Purnima has made chicken enchiladas with a black bean sauce. I compliment her
on the dish. The Riesling I brought goes well with Purnima’s spicy creation, and Jayant
approves of my choice. Archana eats quietly and sips her wine sparingly, exchanging an
occasional word with Purnima, while Jayant and I catch up with each other’s happenings.
Jayant’s company has been doing well, and its stock has seen a sharp uptick over the last
month because of rumors that a major drug company might acquire them. Jayant is
sanguine about such prospects. I get the feeling that he would prefer to forego the
potential near-term bonanza and remain a big fish in his small pond.

Unlike Jayant’s business-savvy post-graduation strategy, | have taken the
academic route — completing my PhD in Operations Research and then accepting a
faculty position at the University of Pittsburgh. The last four years have been busy
developing new course materials, writing grant proposals and research papers, and
generally bumning the midnight oil in search of that holy grail of the young academic, the
tenure. However, I just won a big NSF grant and had several papers published in
prestigious journals. My plans are to apply for tenure a year ahead of schedule in the
coming Fall. Jayant is very happy to hear all this. He has known about my academic
aspirations since the time we were undergraduate students -- hence his nickname for me,

Masteryji,

After dinner, we clear the table and stack the dishes in the sink while Jayant loads
the dishwasher. In a few minutes, Priya is also ready to be taken upstairs by her parents.
Purnima wants Archana to make some coffee and also thaw the cheesecake which is in
the freezer. Archana busies herself in the kitchen, while I pick up a copy of The
Economist from the magazine rack and flip through its pages. Dinner was excellent, and
it has been nice seeing Jayant and his family. But my thoughts keep going back to
Archana. There is a sense of déja vu, as if | have seen her somewhere before — although I
cannot quite remember when or where.

Purnima and Jayant are back. We take steaming mugs of coffee and slices of
cheesecake into the family room, and talk about this and that. Purnima is a part-time
social worker. She is very low-key by nature, and the horrors that she encounters during
her work seem to be giving her a sense of detachment. Jayant is the perfect complement
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— extrovert, talkative, enjoying every minute of life no matter what cards he is dealt with.
He picks on Archana a lot, trying to provoke her with seemingly outrageous comments
about her university, her love of Hindustani classical music, her new hairstyle - anything
to get her riled. I admire Archana’s composure as she steps away adroitly from each
minefield. A smile flits through her face every now and then when she figures she has the
better of the exchanges. A dimple comes and goes from her left cheek. In between
talking to Purnima about how Priya is growing up, I try hard not to stare at Archana’s
pretty profile. I get the feeling that this brother-sister act is being engineered by Jayant
for my benefit. Not that I want to complain, as it inadvertently provides glimpses into
Archana’s personality.

The jangle of the telephone interrupts our tranquil scene, and Jayant picks up the
phone. The news from the other side is clearly disturbing. Jayant’s face is ashen as he
mumbles “My God, when did this happen?” He listens for a little while, abruptly says
“I’ll come over immediately,” and hangs up. Turning to us, he says, “My boss had a
sudden heart attack. 1'll have to go the hospital.” Purnima wants to go with Jayant.
Archana volunteers to stay the night to keep an eye on Priya. Jayant apologizes for
having to run out on me. I have a couple of hours to kill before heading for the airport to
catch my red-eye flight, and both Purnima and Jayant insist that I spend those hours
relaxing in their house rather than at the airport. I hesitate, not knowing how to handle
being thrown together with Archana like this, alone, late at night. No one ¢lse seems to

mind, though. So it is settled.

It is turning nasty outside as Jayant and Purnima leave. Flashes of lightning
bounce off the distant mountain ranges. The wind has picked up quite a bit in the last
hour or so. 1 step out onto the patio to get a feel for the impending thunderstorm. Big
raindrops come splattering down the rooftops. Archana joins me on the patio, and like
Wodehousian characters struggling to break the ice, we start talking about the weather.

“I thought the only kind of rain seen in Seattle is a slow and steady drizzle.”

“That is normally the case. In fact, I have seen only a few thunderstorms as bad as this
during the last few years.”

“It almost reminds me of the monsoons back in India,” I say with a touch of nostalgia
in my voice.

We watch sheets of water come cascading down, accompanied by thunder and
lightning. The wind changes its direction often, looking for something more pliable than
the last object it encountered. As I observe this sudden fury of nature, the answer to the
question that has been lingering in my mind since dinner suddenly comes to me.

“Garajata barasata sawana aayo re,”” | murmur, almost to myself.

“Sorry?” Archana says, trying to figure out this cryptic statement.
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“You were singing this song the first time I saw you,” I explain.
Archana is completely taken aback with this revelation. She flounders for an
answer, without much success. “Where?” she mumbles, blankly staring at me.

“It was almost, what, eight years ago. You were singing this song in the light classical
competition at the Springfest of your Institute. Don’t you remember?”

“What were you doing there?”
“I was there with our quiz team.”
“How did your team do?”

“We drew the table between St. Xavier’'s and Marine Engineering College, who
finished first and second. Considering that, our fourth place finish wasn’t too shabby.
What about you?”

“I think I came second,” she replied, trying to relive those memories. “I was only a
fresher then, you know”.

We are both silent for a while, trying to digest the significance of my remembering this
chance event from almost a decade ago.

“Your memory is amazing,” Archana says. 1 can see that she is also pleased.

“Did you have a pink salwar-kameez then?” | ask, digging some more into my memory
banks. Archana is stunned.

“It was my favorite outfit,” she replies in a whisper, as if she is talking to herself.
Slowly, she walks inside to the kitchen, pours herself a glass of water, and comes back
sipping from her glass. Almost as an afterthought, she asks me, “Would you like

something to drink?”
“No, thanks. I am fine.”
The rain is still heavy, although the wind has subsided some. We continue
standing side-by-side on the patio in companionable silence, watching the night sky
punctuated by lightning strikes. Our inner feelings are in a whirlwind, in sync with the

chaos reigning outside. The rumble of the garage door opener breaks our trance, and we
turn to see Jayant and Purnima walk into the house. We step inside and join them.

“That was rather quick,” I say.
“The hospital is only a mile away from our house,” explains Jayant.

“How’s your boss?”
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“He appears to be in stable condition. They will operate on him first thing tomorrow
morning. What have you two been up to?”

“Oh, nothing much. Just talking about this and that,” I reply, trying to sound suitably
nonchalant. Ilook at my watch. “I should get going. 1t was really wonderful seeing you
guys. Now you should seriously think about paying me a visit.”

Purnima smiles, as Jayant says “Not until you get married. We want real
hospitality, you know, none of your altu-falru bachelor stuff™

Farewell time. Before stepping out the door, I turn to Archana and tell her “It was
very nice to meet you. I hope our paths will cross again.” She smiles back in reply.
Jayant unfolds a huge umbrella and walks me out to the car. As I get in, he slaps my
back, and says in a hideous Genie-of-the-Lamp type Arabic accent, “Be careful what you
wish for, my friend, for it might come true.”

I am back in my digs, with thoughts of Archana swirling in my head. I have a
feeling she will not mind hearing from me again. A little Google-aided sleuthing on the
web uncovers her e-mail address at UW. [ fire off a short e-missive and anxiously wait
for her reply. It takes a few days before that happens. Archana is indeed happy to be in
touch. And so begins our version of “You’ve Got Mail.”

I write to Archana about my life in the old steel city at the confluence of the three
rivers, now in the throes of revitalizing itself. She talks about her Hindustani music club
with an American tabla player and a fellow Indian sitar novice. 1 am all praise for the
Ethiopian food I had during my last trip to Washington. She describes how the lamb
curry she cooked for the departmental potluck lasted all of five minutes. We are like
fencers, subtly probing each other’s lives, trying to explore the nooks and crannies of the
inner persona. | have rarely experienced such extreme emotions. There is the joy of
developing a relationship with an intelligent, articulate and multi-faceted young woman.
There is also an unreasonable fear of losing her, perhaps to someone in close proximity.

A couple of months go by, Archana writes to tell me that she has accepted a 1-
year research position at her current lab. [ mull over the significance of this
announcement. She came to the US four years ago, and has just completed her studies.
Ergo, her parents must be seriously thinking about her marriage. What if she has decided
to marry someone on her own? Scratch that thought, I tell myself, for Jayant would have
definitely navigated you away from his cousin under that scenario. So Archana is
committed to staying at UW for a year. And, in a year, [ will most probably be tenured at
my current university. The path forward is suddenly clear to me. Tomorrow, this is how

1l reply to Archana’s e-mail.
“Will you think about coming to Pittsburgh?” I will ask.
“When should I come?" she will respond.

“As soon as you finish your 1-year contract,” I will reply back.

“How should I come?” she will want to know.
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“Flying is the obvious choice. But [ would recommend taking Amtrak’s Empire Builder
from Seattle to Chicago, and then connecting with the Pennsylvanian to Pitisburgh. 1t
will probably take you four days, but you get to see wonderful views of the great
American landscape,” | will advise.

“Why should I come?” will be her final question.

“There is an old Chinese saying about how the journey of a lifetime begins with a small
step,” I will say, “I would like you to come to Pittsburgh so that we may take that step
together.”

I hope she will say yes. I want her to say yes. And I am looking forward to
sharing that journey with her, in sickness and in health, in poverty and in wealth, in
sunshine and in rain - especially when the rain comes thundering down. She might even
sing “Garajata barasata sawana aayo re.”

(Srikanta Mishra, an engineer lives in Austin, TX.
This semi-autobiographical story was a finalist in the 2001 Spring Romance Contest organized by
Sulekha.com - a popular online community for Indians worldwide.)
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Voices from Old Lahore

Prasanna K. Pati

"Dr. Sonjee, please attend the annual meeting of the Pakistani psychiatric society in
Lahore next year as my guest." Dr. Ahmed and I were attending the Annual Meeting of
the American Psychiatric Association in Atlanta, Georgia. It was May of 1978. He was a
prominent psychiatrist in Pakistan and representing his society at the Atlanta convention.
I had met him in one of the sessions and we connected. It was regardless of the fact that I
was from India and a Hindu. At that time I had a busy private practice in Savannah,

Georgia. "

Dr. Ahmed, You know, I am originally from India. If T come to Lahore I might be
killed. You know very well, there has been no closer to the 1947 partition."

" Dr. Sonjee, I assure your safety, You and I are psychiatrists. We have a
commitment to treatment of the mentally ill. I understand, you have specialized reatments
of anxiety disorder. I would like you to present a paper at our next meeting."

Dr, Ahmed was warm and genuine. Here was a Pakistani Muslim whose family
had migrated from Lucknow to Lahore on the eve of the partition.

"Dr. Ahmed, I will consider it. India’s partition followed by wars in 1965, 1971
and the creation of Bangladesh have caused bitterness that is simmering on both sides,
but with people like you in Pakistan, however, I see a glimmer of hope. I will consider
your suggestion. Yes, I would love to pay a visit to Lahore. According to ancient Hindu
traditions,the city was named after Lav, son of Rama of the epic Ramamyana, and
incarnation of Lord Vishnu." At the end of the Atlanta convention, I invited Dr. Ahmed
to Savannah on his next trip to America. His was a friendly invitation, perhapse
incidental. But, I was surprised to recieve a reminder to mail a paper for the January 1975
program in Lahore. I was not sure I would undertake such a trip, but the invitation was
tempting, as an educational trip on cross-cultural psychiatry plus visiting a historic

city.

Time went by and I had to make a decision. I wrote to Dr. Ahmed explaining
my mixed feelings, but again, [ heard from him assuring me of my safety in Lahore.

I was received with so much warmth in the Lahore airport on that beautiful, cool
morning in January. Dr. Ahmed introduced me to his parents, wife , two adult children,
their families and a few memebrs of the Pakistani Psychiatric Society .

With such a warm welcome I was no longer apprehensive. It was a joyous group,
everyone talking at the same time. I was the center of attraction and I greeted everyone.
We left for the Lahore suburb of Gulberg, where Dr. Ahmed and his family lived. I was to
stay in the family home.

Dr. Ahmed had arranged an elaboret and tight program for me and considering
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that T was a history buff , [ would be i guided tours for atleast a couple of days.

Lahore , in some way , looked like parts of Delhi. Dr. Ahmed accompanied me
everywhereintroducing me to his friends. During these tours we visited the Shalimar
garden laid out by Shah Jahan in 1641, three terraces with more than four hundred
fountains. We visited the marvellous tomb of Jahangir. Everywhere 1 went and met
people I was greeted with much warmth, even if people knew that I was originally from
India and a Hindu.

In the family home of Dr. Ahmed, we talked about everything except the partition
of India. I even talked about my childhood days in a small town in Orissa, our Hindu
festivals, rituals and ceremonies. Mrs. Ahmed was a highly educated lady with Masters
in History from the University of Punjab. She was a most charming hostess, very
outgoing and talkative. Usually, Dr. Ahmed's father was quiet but on this partic7ular
evening he started talking about his childhood days in Lucknow.

" Dr. Sanjee, have you been to Lucknow? If not , you should make a trip to that
lovely city. I was born there in 1908. I would like to visit my birth place one more time
before I die. In fact I will not mind if I die there, where my parents and grandparents are

buried.”

At this point, the elder Ahmed started sobbing. There was a stunning silence. one
rose to console him, probably because it was a shocking statement. The elder Ahmed
continued," Dr. Sonjee, our house was not too far from the great Imambara. My earliest
memories are associated with this meeting place for Shi' a Muslims, and especially our
celebration of Muharram. Dr. Sonjee, you are going to India after your Lahore visit. Why
not take me with you on a visit to Lucknow?" Again, he started sobbing and began,
beating his chest with his fists. At this point, Dr. Ahmed,Mrs. Ahmed, and I immediately
responded and hugged him tightly. All of us started crying. We were speechless.

Dinner was announced. We settled down to an uneasy silence. Mrs. Ahmed
started talking about the various cultural activities of Lahore. Actually, as I found out
later, she was born in Lahore. She said, " I have never been to India, Dr. Sonjee. My
husband was only fifteen when he left Lucknow. He has told me a lot of stories about that
beautiful city." She started laughing at this point and added, If you take my father-in-law
on a trip to Lucknow, I would like to come along."

At this point, I stood up, raised my glass of water and offered a toast to the elder
Ahmed, "Sir, your heart remains in India. Lucknow, according to Hindu tradition, was
founded by Lakshman, the brother of Lord Rama of Ayodhya. Your city later on became
a center for Islamic Art and Culture. You may not be able to visit Lucknow but I will, and
on your behalf, will take bouquets to the graves of your parents and grandparents.

At this, both Dr. Ahmed, his wife and elder Ahmed started crying. They came
over, hugged me but said nothing. I thought to myself, here was a Hindu in the Pakistani
city of Lahore, in a Muslim home, being embraced almost like a 'son and brother.
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As a part of the program, we made a trip to the mental hospital. Dr. Ahmed, Dr.
Hussain, Superintendent of the hospital and [ visited every ward. We informally chatted
with the nursing staff. Obviously, word had gone out that I was originally from India.
However, I was met only with much friendliness and warmth.

Dr. Hussain stopped to greet a patient sitting in a corer of a room talking to
himself.

"Sardarji, how are you today?'

I was a bit surprised at this, as I didn't expect any Sikh patients in a Pakistani mental
hospital after thirty two years of partition from India. '

Dr. Hussain told us that Sardarji had schizophrenia and had been in continuous
residence as a patient since 1939.

Dr. Hussain again asked, Sardarji, don't you want to be transferred to a hospital in
India?"

At this point, Sardarji stood up and came near us. He said," Dr. Hussain, I have told
you many times I am in India. What is this Pakistan? I do not know what it is. You have
told me that this is a new country. I hear voices of Mother India every day and she tells
me that she cannot be partitioned. Lahore is my home, If you send me to another hospital.
I will just die.

Dr. Hussain informed us that Sardarji, the Sikh patient. had declined to be
repatriated to India and as an exceptional case, had been allowed to stay in the hospital in
Lahore.

I felt uncomfortable at this conversation, which had probably occurred many
times. Dr. Hussain said that he was going to keep Sardarji under his care.

My paper at the scientific meeting of the Pakistani Psychiatric Society was well
received. It was on post-tramatic disorders. Questions were raised as to such disorders on
both sides of the border as a result of partition of India in 1947.

While visiting the various historic places in the city, and conversing with people, I
had the feeling that this city had lost its soul, that people of Lahore had buried their
historic culture and past, stories of Maharajah Ranjit Singh and Jahangir. Both are buried
in Lahore. I decided to share my feelings one evening at the dinner table"Mrs. Ahmed,
you are a student of hostory. You know the multi-cultural and the rich multi-religious
history of your city. I just have the feeling that voices of old Lahore have been
silenced forever. What is your opinion?'

Mrs. Ahmed was quick to respond.

“Dr. Sonjee, you are right. This Pakistan. the so-called Land of the Pure, is on the
verge of disaster and suicide. Yes, we are in the process of eliminating our memories of
that culture, which was so vibrant. In the name of Islam, we are bringing in barbarism,
pure and simple. Look at my father-in-law. Though he migrated from Lucknow, his heart
is here. If Pakistan is the Land of the Pure, how many Muslims from India are coming
over 7 In fact, it may be the other way, Pakistanis wishing to migrate to India“.

"Mrs. Ahmed, the origins of Hinduism can be traced back to Mahenjodaro
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and Harappa in Sind, to 2500 B.C. Yoyr Punjab was the cradle of ancient Aryan
culture for centuries. Now Kashmir is an inferno, a living hell."

Dr. Ahmed responded, "Dr. Sonjee, India should hand over Kashmir to
Pakistan as it is a Muslim majority state.”

Mrs. Ahmed realized that it was getting sensitive and decided it was prudent to
change the subject.

"Dr. Sonjee, there has been an invitation for you to give a talk to the students of the
Government College. It is my alma mater. Will you be willing to talk about mental
impairments and tretment at a general level? This is the subject the student body president
has suggested."”

"I will be delighted to do it. When is it?"

It is at 11AM on January 26. I will take you there. I know a number of faculty
members, who will have a reception for you at 10. Among them will be the principal of
the college, who was born in Delhi. Several faculty members have relatives in India."

"Mrs. Ahmed, I hope they realize that I do not live in India. While I keep in touch
with relatives, friends and events in India, I have been in America for many years.”

The reception at the faculty lounge was extraordinarily warm and friendly. There
were questions and comments about India and America. The principal wanted me to visit
a certain section of old Delhi where he was born. He entertained me with many stories of
his childhood, including activities with his Hindu friends. I really enjoyed this get-
together.

I was escorted by the principal, Mrs. Ahmed and several other faculty to the
lecture hall. I was received by the president of the students' union. The lecture hall was
full. I was introduced briefly by the principal as a psychiatrist from America. There was
another welcoming statement from the president of the union, introducing me as a
physician who had specialized in the treatment of phobias and anxiety disorders.

I gave a talk for about twenty minutes on the broad classifications of mental
disorders in general, diagnostic criteria and treatment.

For another thirty minutes or so, there were a number of questions on various
aspects of mental health. I thought it went fairly well. I was ready to sit down as the
principal got up to terminate the meeting, when I noticed a commotion in the back of the
hall. I saw about a dozen youths entering the front of the hall, shoving and pushing others
on their way. They stood right in front of the panel and their leader directed a question to
me.

With a sarcastic tone, he asked, Dr. Sonjee, you are a Hindu, aren't you? Do you
worship that ugly-pot-bellied etephant God Ganesh or something like that?"
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I knew there was tension and violence in the air. The principal stood up
and very politely stated, "Dr.Sonjee is a psychiatrist. Please do not raise
irrelevant questions. Our time is up. | am sure he will stay behind to answer
any questions on mental health.”

The leader just laughted loudly and looked back at the audience and exclaimed, " Here
is a Hindu, a non-believer, an infidel coming to Pakistan, the Land of
the Pure."

Suddenly, the crowd burst into cheers.
The leader turned around and directed another comment to me,

"Dr. Sonjee, do you know what Jihad means? It is holy war against the Hindus.
You Hindus believe in re-incarnation. Let me tell you 1 am Aurangzeb, the Mughal
Emperor reborn."

At this statement, the crowd became hysterical and 1 heard the slogan, "Dr. Sonjee
ko Maro" which meant, something like,"Kill him."

The principal was paralyzed with fear and at this point, several rocks were thrown
towards us and one hit my right arm. In a flash, Mrs. Ahmed shielded me totally from
flying rocks. My only thought at the moment was, 'T may not get out alive from Pakistan.'
Rock pelting and sloganeering such as, 'Kill the Hindu' and 'Holy war against the Hindus'
went on for a few minutes. There was total chaos and pandemonium. Mrs. Ahmed kept
whispering into my ears, " I will protect you regardless of what happens to me.

Then, just like that. the noise abated and rocks stopped coming. I heard some
slogans, but it was getting less noisy. Apparently. the crowd was dispersing.

Out of the corner of my eyes, I saw policemen. My shirt was wet and I saw that it
was bloody. I didn't know whose blood it was. The rock hitting my right arm did not
cause that severe an injury. I hadn't felt blood oozing at that site. At this point, I heard a
police officer saying, " Dr. Sonjee, are you all right?" I was speechless. He was slowly
pulling Mrs. Ahmed away from me. | saw that she was bleeding mostly from her back
and arms, However, she was fully conscious and her first question to me was,"Are you all
right?" There were a number of police and faculty members surrounding us. The
principal, I found out, was severely injured and had been taken to the hospital.

The officer told us, " Mrs. Ahmed and Dr. Sonjee, we will take you to the hospital
for any necessary treatment. It turned out that Mrs. Ahmed's injuries were not serious and
needed only out-patient treatment. Both of us were discharged and taken to Dr. Ahmed's
house by police escort. I stayed a couple more days in Lahore until my flight to Delhi.
Mrs. Ahmed bounced back rapidly to her usual self. There was no discussion of what
happened in that college gathering, as Dr. Ahmed and I were subdued.

The same people came to see me off at the Lahore Airport. I had gotten all the
details from the elder Ahmed about his parents' and grand-parents' graves in Lucknow. 1
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went up to him.

" Sir , I will visit your parents' and grand-parents' graves in Lucknow. I have never
been to a Muslim graveyard anywhere, but I will definitely go to this one."

He hugged me and said, with tears in his eyes, " Just as you Hindus wish to die in
Varanasi, I wish to die in Lucknow, but it is not going to happen." I hugged Dr. Ahmed
and thanked him for his hospitality.

"Please come with your wife to Savannah on your next visit to the States." He
was speechless with gratitude. Then I went to Mrs. Ahmed and held her hands. She
hugged me very tightly and started sobbing on my soldiers. I too started sobbing. When
she let go, I found almost everyone sobbing. Boarding of the flight was being announced.

In front of the group, I bent down, touched the soil of Indo-Pakistan and said," I
touch my forehead like a son touching his mother's feet and placing
the blessings on his forehead."

( Dr. Pati, a practicing psychiatrist has published story collections in English. He lives in
Salem, OR. He also has appeared in movies.)
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Changing face of the Oriya Women in Socioeconomic and Political Scene

Ramarani Hota

People all over the world are unanimous that the education of women is vital for the
economic growth of any society. It is said that when you educate a ‘man’, you educate
only one person, whereas when you educate a “woman’, you educate the entire family.
The UNDP survey also points out that social rate of return on investment in women
results in positive outcomes for other important human development indicators like the
health and education of children, and also benefits the economy through efficiency gains.
Orissa still remains one of the most backward states of India and economic growth is very
slow. Besides the political and environmental factors, the main reason is the non -
involvement of Oriya women in productive workforce. Female literacy rate in the state
has consistently been lower than the literacy rate among meals. Though the female
literacy rate has increased from 4.5% in 1951 to 34.7% in 1991, it had been lower than
the national average of 39.31%. In rural areas, the female literacy rate is only 30.79%.
This improvement has been possible because education for girls from primary to post
graduate level has been made free.

According to 1991 Census, only 27.28% of the total workers in Orissa are women. The
main workers and the marginal workers among female constitute 58.2% and 41.8% of the
total female workers, respectively. However, the proportion women as a percentage of
the total employment of the organized sector were only 11.49% in 1998, which was not
an encouraging figure.

I started my career in Orissa in 1970 but T did not see the file of a single business
woman/entrepreneur, nor could meet a successful woman Income Tax lawyer. This was
because of the mindset of the people of Orissa. Working outside one’s own family was
considered below dignity and even when 1 was the lone working woman in the entire
family, I did not receive much encouragement and sympathy. Slowly the situation has
been improving. Women play an important role in agriculture, animal husbandry and
other related activities. Women agricultural workers are engaged in transplanting,
weeding, applying fertilizers and harvesting the produce, but do not take part in plowing.
A large number of female workers are engaged in collection of fish, fire wood, cow dung,
tailoring, weaving ete. in order to supplement the family income. Similarly, in the
organized sector, the percentage of women workers has increased. It has been decided by
the Government that all posts of Anganwadi workers and supervisors have to be filled up
by women. This has opened new job opportunities for women even at the village level.
Still the position is not compatible with the other states of India like Karnataka, Punjab,
Kerla, Gujarat ¢tc., although comparative figures are not available. Efforts must be made
to properly educate the rural women of Orissa so as to enable them to be part of the work
force, and in this direction, the role of the voluntary organizations is as great as that of the
Government. Like missionaries in the past, they must reach the interior of rural Orissa
for bringing this awareness among rural women.

The State Commission for Women has been constituted by the state government with
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effect from 30™ November, 1992. The Commission has empowered to act as a civil court
and to recommend criminal prosecutions against individuals accused of offences against
women. The Commission makes in-depth studies on the economic, educational and
health situation of women in the State with particular emphasis on tribal districts and
areas which are under developed in respect of women’s literacy, nutritional and economic
development. It looks into the working conditions of women in factories, construction
sites and other establishments, and submits reports to the State Govt. containing
recommendations for improving the status of women. It is desirable to have some
reservation for women in work places like huge factories, Govt organizations etc. in order
to attract rural women. The work environment must also be conducive in order to honor
their dignity and provide a proper atmosphere for work. Women in rural areas are
organized into Mahila Samities/Mahila Mandals for carrying out activities relating to
nuirition, Balwadis, adult education and dowry prohibition. These Samities/Mandals also
promote economic activities like sericulture, bee-keeping, tailoring, knitting and weaving
efc.

In political scene also the tole of Oriya women is not very significant. Only one woman
could become the Chief Minister, i.c., Ms. Nandini Satapathy. She also became the
Information and Broadcasting minister at the national level. Many others have become
state ministers at the national level, but have not been able to make a mark. Our former
Chief Minister, late Biju Patnaik reserved 30% seats for women in Panchayat elections.
This enabled more women to contest, but in practice they could not be effective and even
after they were elected, in most of the places their men actually managed the scene.
Therefore, before thinking of women empowerment in rural Orissa, one has to think of
proper education for these women and the voluntary organizations can organize night
schools, day centers to impart such education. The Orissa Society of Amercias can make
a positive contribution in this direction by adopting some villages in Orissa.

Expansion of tourism can be another major economic activity in the State where women
can participate. In rural Rajasthan, I witnessed that the ladies take care of the lodging and
boarding of the foreigners by making home made food, by keeping thatched cottages
clean and attractive. They also provide entertainment to foreign tourists by taking part in
folk songs, folk dances etc. This sort of personal involvement is lacking in Orissa for
which tourism is not becoming popular and is not attracting many foreigners. So this
aspect also needs attention.

Oriya men and women have done exceedingly well in National/International scene,
whenever they got proper opportunity. This clearly indicates the potential and luckily
they are well ahead of women of Uttar Pradesh, Madhya Pradesh, Bihar and some other
states as far as education is concerned. However, education has to reach the grass-root
level and the endeavor of educated Oriya women is significant in providing leadership
quality and in guiding the rural women to form cooperatives to take up simple activities
like making spices, papads, badi etc. which can be supplied to National/International
markets. Such cooperatives have been very successful in states like Gujarat, where
famous ‘Lijjat’ papads were prepared by women’s cooperatives.

One other field for economic growth for rural women is to engage them in handicraft like
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carving of statues, making ‘patta chittras’ and centers should be opened to train them for
these activities. OSA can take up this work through voluntary organizations and can
provide markets for such handicraft items.

Oriya saris have become world famous and are very popular in India and abroad. Rural
Oriya women can participate in weaving of these saris and marketing them. Cooperatives
can be formed for this work. Such Weavers’ Cooperatives have been successful in the
southern states of India. This work can also be taken up by voluntary organizations and
the role of OSA cannot be undermined. When we think of upliftment of rural Oriya
women in the socio-economic and political level, we must remnember that all of us have a
role to play in this direction. We cannot depend on Govt. or state machinery alone for
empowerment of women. All the agencies, even outside the State of Orissa must make
efforts for achieving the necessary results.

To sum up, I shall indicate certain areas where members of OSA can be of great help.

1 Create awareness among rural Oriya women regarding the importance of their
involvement in the work force - this can be taken up through voluntary
organizations or through adoptions of some villages of Orissa by OSA.

2 To help the rural women to build cooperatives for marketing handicrafts and
home products in the international market.

3 Setup a Ladies Wing in OSA, in the pattern of Utkalini in Delhi, which can take
trips to Orissa to review the position of women from time to time. This
organization can even give suggestions to the State Govt. and State Commission
for Women for improvement in the plight of the Oriya women.

4 OSA can set up scholarship funds to bring poor/rural women students for training
in different countries with an understanding that they would go back to Orissa to
work for the rural women for at least five years.

5 To set up funds in the villages of Orissa for training women artisans, weavers and
other handicraft workers.

There may be many other areas where OSA would like to take the leadership and I leave
it to the OSA members to think about these steps. I conclude by thanking OSA profusely
for giving me an opportunity in the Seminar to share some of my thoughts.

(Rama Hota is the Chief Commissioner of Income Tax of the Meerut region and lives in
Delhi )
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PREVENTING AND CURING BLINDNESS IN ORI3SA

Devi P. Misra

Tn 1979, my nephew Subrat (we call him Subu) was playing cricket in school. By 1982 he
could not visualize the cricket ball nor could he read from the blackboard. In the
Massachusetts general hospital Eye and Ear Infirmary, he was diagnosed in 1982 as having
retinitis pigmentosa -- a degenerative disorder of the eye with no known cause and no
known cure available to this date. Subu is now totally blind twenty years later.

According to W.H.O. there are 45 million blind people worldwide with a further
135 million visually impaired people. More than 80% of blindness could be cured or
prevented. Nine out of 10 blind people live in the developing world - India has 10 million
blind people. Of the 1.5 million blind children, I million live in Asia. Each year, an
estimated half a million children go blind. Blindness and visual impairment have
tremendous socioeconomic consequences. The major causes of avoidable blindness and
serious visual impairment include cataract, trachoma and glaucoma which account for
70% of the world's blindness and 74% of India's blindness. Other leading causes of
preventable blindness and visual impairment include vitamin A deficiency, diabetes and
leprosy. Cataracts require surgery to remove the opaque lens with increasing use of
intraocular lens implementation. Trachoma (caused by Chlamydia trachomatous) accounts
for 15% of the world's blindness.

The exact prevalence in India is not accurately available even though it is endemic.
Community targeted public health intervention includes antibiotics, facial cleanliness and
environmental improvement. One dose of azithromycin per year could eliminate the
blindness caused by trachoma. Glaucoma can lead to irreversible blindness. Early signs are
pain and visual impairment (after 40 years of age) developing due to sudden increase in
intraocular pressure. Glaucoma cannot be prevented, but if detected and treated at an early
stage, visual loss can be avoided.

EYE CARE IN ORISSA In the state of Orissa, there are at least 300,000 cases of
curable blindness out of which only 20,000 are attended to and given treatment yearly.
During the last 10 years, the JPM Rotary Eye Hospital at Cuttack has provided exemplary
high quality eye care irrespective of the socioeconomic status of the patient. The hospital,
a charitable trust under the auspicious of the Rotary Club of Cuttack, provides superior
and comprehensive eye care in comparison to the three medical colleges run by the
Government of Orissa. The eye hospital provides advanced and efficient eye care to those
who can afford, at an affordable cost to the middle income group, and free services to the
deserving poor without compromising the quality of the services offered. The JPM eye
hospital at Cuttack has plans to start satellite hospitals for providing day to day eye care
for the local population. One such hospital is intended to be at Dhenkanal and another at
Bhabrak. These satellite hospitals are to be subsidiaries of JPM Eye Hospital, but to be
managed under the auspices of the Rotary Club.
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THE EYE HOSPITAL AT DHENKANAL - a proposal We, the NRIs from Orissa
are always eager to help worthy projects in Orissa - the projects which will make a deep
impact on the health, education, agriculture, and social welfare of people in Orissa. The
Orissa Foundation had a meeting with the Rotary Club of Dhenkanal on February 25,
2002. The Orissa Foundation will purchase at least three acres of land in the suburb of
Dhenkanal and provide base financing for construction of a building with matching funds
raised locally and at the Indian level and subsequently at an international level. Once the
building is constructed, we will try to obtain a matching international grant to the
equipment involved. The Eye Hospital at Dhenkanal would initially be a 40 - bed hospital
meant to treat cataract, glaucoma, eye infections, etc., with a view to expand later to a
100 bed hospital. Rarer diseases, like retinal and vitreous conditions will be referred to the
JPM Eye Hospital at Cuttack. The staffing and personnel will follow the pattern of the
JPM Eye Hospital. The Eye Hospital in Dhenkanal should be able to draw patients from
the neighboring district of Angul, Keonjhar, Sambalpur and Jajpur. Certainly, eye camps
can be conducted in the rural area within a 50 - 75 kilometer radius. The detection and
correction of vision related problems are critical at any age. Reaching the public for
detection of vision impairment can be achieved through eye camps, approaching college
and school students and teachers and involving them in the screening programs.

Ever since India's independence in 1947, 60 - 70% of the population has lived in
rural areas. Elderly people, whether affected by cataracts or glaucoma, cannot function as
their vision steadily deteriorates. They cannot read newspapers or books as most of them
are illiterate, Once visually impaired, they stop working and become financially inactive. In
India, half of the population earns less than one dollar a day. This socioeconomic strain
can be prevented by correcting blindness. In children, blindness caused by Vitamin A
deficiency and trachoma infection can be totally prevented. The effort may be a small one
in preventing and curing visual impairment in Orissa but it will be worth trying,

Cause for Blindness | Percentage
Cataract 4%
_ld"'rachoma & Associated Infections 2.8%
B Comeal Opacity 3.0%
a Vitamin A Deliciency 1.4%
Reftaction Error T%
Glaucoma 5.04% o
i Other Causes 6.76% - -

(Devi babu is a long standing OSA member and lives in Huntsville, AL)
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HCCNA
Hindu Cultural Center of North Alabama
14854 Smith Drive, Harvest, AL 35742
Contact HCCNA: (256) 771-7772 or
Dr. B.C. Sahu, (256) 233-4247, bcsahu@msn.com

http:// www.hccna.org

Available Sponsorships -

Temple Office: $5,1000.00 Dressing Rooms: $2,000.00 (1)
Storage Rooms: $1,000.00 (1) Main Gate (Gopuram) $15,000.00
Multi Purpose Hall:  $51,000.00 ADA Ramps: $1,000.00
Steps: $1,000.00 Prayer Hall Entrance: $7,100.00
Library/Conference Room $5,100.00 Prayer Hall: $51,000.00
Entrance (2 Sides):  $5,100.00 Elevator: $5,100.00
Kitchen: $5,100.00 Entrance Lobby: $7,100.00
Theater Stage: $7,100.00 Navagrah: $10,000.00
Vivah Mandap: $5,100.00 Havan Site: $7,000.00
Priest Room: $2,100.00 Main Deity: $60,000.00

Each Front (Side) Deity (2) $50,000.00 Each Side Deity (5) $40,000.00
Various Flowerbeds
(Tulsi Kyra) (10) $5,010.00
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COMPLEMENTS from the Nebraska

Heart Institute

CARDIAC, VASCULAR & THORACIC CARE

Dr. Sabyasachi Mahapatra, M.D.

41500 South 48th Street, Suite 800
Lincoln, Nebraska
Telephone:(402) 489-6555
Fax: (402 489-8266




FREE MONEY TRANSFER TO INDIA!
With the Citibank Rupee Checking Account.

The Citibank Rupee Checking Account enabies you to transfer money to India, absolutely free.
What's more, you also get:

- ATM Card and checkbook for your family members in India
- Door step draft delivery anywhere in India
- Round the clock money transfer on the Internet

The Citibank Rupee Checking Account is the best way to meet
your financial commitments in india.

citibank




Delicitations and Gueetings
7o
Onisea Society of the Amenical
&

0S4 351d (envention

From:
Donelson Family Practice, PLLC
205 Donelson Pike
Nashville, TN 37214

Phone: 615-885-3223/3712
Fax: 615-885-3231
Email; drgmishra@ipninet.com

Gita Mishra MDD, FAAP RK Mishra, M.S.,Ph.D.
Sushri MisAra, MD, FAAP Susmita Mishra, MD, FACP
Vivak Bhatt, MD, FAAP  Shrimant Mishra MD, MPH.



National Institute of
Technology and Science

“Odissa’s Premier Leader in Engineering”
“100% NRI Funded and Managed”

On Gampbus Contact Inls. YSAGontactnfe.
NITS NITS
Anantpur, Phwinakhara RK Mishra/Qlta Miskra
District: Khutda, Odiysa 4532 Sauth Carethars he.
Ph: 01-671-616933 Frankiln, TN 37084
Fax: 674-581-738 Phone: B15-501-4305
Emall: Infe@nitgedissa.con Fax: 6156911354

Emalt: tkpylsGuatisanth.nt

~
BHUBANESWAR
2001

25 acre campus Anproved: AICTE
Modern facilities Recognitien: Bovt. of 8dissa
Four Year Degros Programs in: Atitiation: Utkal Univ, Ddissa, India
IT, Comjtuter Science, collaboration: WY-Chicage, lilinels, U.S.A,

Electronlcs & Telecom. and £lectrical Eng.

Now Accepting Applications From Highly Qualified
Students



AANCHAL BOUTIQUE

The choice of Millions

A Wonderland q( exciting ideas inspiration and faEulbus fasﬁions.'
Takes }Jrid'e in giving you the best selection at the lowest price

All Major Credit Cards Accepted

SPECIALIZING iM

* Exclusive Pure Silk and Apurva Silk Saris

¢ Mysore Silk Saris ° Binny Silk Saris * Wedding Saris

¢ Latest Fashion in Designer Collection of Ladies’ Lehngas
and Short Cholis

» Exclusive Callection of Readymade Salwar Kameez

* Classic Styles in Ladies Wedding Outfits

* Groomswear ° Childrenwear * Many more items

8044 New Hampshire Ave. Unit #1 Langley Park, MD 20783
301-434-3029

Nina Jewslars

The One and Only Name You Can Trust
Seleet from the Largest Showroom for the Largest
Selection in the Washingten Tri-State Area

We carry all New and Exclusive Designs in 22Kt.
Gold and Diamond Jewelry.

* Exquisite Sets ° Bangles ¢ Earrings
e Jhumkas ° Rings °* Saharas °
Bracelets ¢ Fancy Chains * Mangal
Sutras °* Necklaces °* Diamonds and
Studded Jewelry ¢ Gold Coins and
Bars * Many more varieties

8044 New Hampshire Ave. Unit #2 Langley Park, MD 20783
301-431-7430

carcavssss

AANCHAL SARIS & ELECTRONICS

Chandni Chowk
Washington Metropolitan’s One Stop Shopping Center

Specializing in _

* Largest Collection of all varieties of Japanese Saris

* 110/220V Appliances and Electronics

* Soft and Hard Brand Name Luggages

* Seiko, Citizen and Designer Watches

* Men’swear ¢ Silver Items ° Gift Items

*CDs *DVDs ¢ Audio and Video Tapes

* Microwaves, VCRs DVD Player and Sournd Systems
* Video Conversion and many more items

ENJOY YOUR SHOPPING EXPERIENCE WITH
COURTEOUS SERVICE AND FRIENDLY
ATMOSPHERE.

SATISFACTION GUARANTEED

8044 New Hampshire Ave. Unit #4, Langley Park, MD 20783

301-434-2820

Store Hours: Tuesday to Saturday 11-8; Sunday 11-7; Monday Closed




“The poor, the illiterate, the ignorant, the afflicted — let these be your God. ....
.... Know that service to these alone is the highest religion.” — Swami Vivekananda

INDIA DEVELOPMENT & RELIEF FUND

IDRF’s Motto: “Nar Seva is Narayan Seva”

e Tax-exempt organization
established in 1988 under US
Internal Revenue Code. Section
501(c)(3)

e All - voluntary organization with
absolutely no overhead

e 100% of the donations go directly : _
to real projects ‘ i

e Has raised US $ 9.0 million to-date L

e All projects managed by dedicated
volunteers with impeccable track
record of humanitarian services
irrespective of caste, religion. etc.

IDRF supports self-reliance and self-empowerment through children’s non-formal (One-Teacher School)
and formal education; orphanages; rehabilitation of disabled children and adults; women’s vocational
training; medical care/mobile medical vans; integrated development of tribal villages, etc. Moreover, IDRF
raises funds for the relief and rehabilitation of victims of various calamities. It raised:

e $2,500,000 for Gujarat e $315,000 for Kargil e $600,000 for Orissa

Earthquake (2001) Crises (1999) Super Cyclone (1999)
You can make a difference in the life of a needy person by contributing: |
e $350 Adopt a One-Teacher School for a year
o $1,000 Save 5,000 Children from Eye Blindness for a year
e $10,000 Finance a Van for Mobile Medical Clinic
e $Anyamount Support the ongoing Sep 11 Special Campaign by writing it in

the memo of your check

You can make tax-deductible donations in many ways according to your preference:

e Checks e Charge Online: VISA/Master Card
e Transfer of Stocks e United Way (Donor-Choice Program)
e Corporate Matching Gift Program e Corporate / Association’s Gifts

Please send your generous tax-deductible donations to:
“IDRF”, 5821 Mossrock Drive, North Bethesda, MD 20852-3238

For more Information, please contact:
Satish Misra: 301-340-2983 Adesh Jain: 703-378-6244 Sumanth Krishnamurthy: 202-255-2303

Web: http://www.idrf.org Email: idrf@aol.com
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