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THE VICE PRESIDENT
WASHINGTON

July 2, 1995

The Orissa Society of the Americas
Minneapolis
Minnesota

Dear Friends:

I am pleased to have this opportunity to extend my personal
greetings to everyone associated with the Orissa Society of the
Americas. While I regret that I cannot be with you in person, I
want to offer my best wishes to all of you.

On the occasion of your 26th Annual Convention, I especially
want to thank your outstanding organization and its members for
the efforts you are making for your community and for your
country. Please be assured of my confidence in your continuing
success in the years to come,

Again, please accept my congratulations during this special
occasion. I look forward to working with you in the future,

Sincerely,

Al Gore

AG/mrm
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ORISSA SOCIETY OF THE AMERICAS

THE TWENTY -SIXTH ANNUAL CONVENTION, MINNEAPOL!S

JULY 1-3, 1995

PRESIDENT: Sita Kantha Dash
VICE PRESIDENT; Gopa Patnaik
SECY/TREASURER: Bijan Rao
EDITOR: Alokha Dash

Dear Friends,

The 26th OSA Convention marks the 25th Birthday of the Organization. It gives me a great
pleasure to be part of probably one of the oldest Indian Organizations in USA which has kept
its Convention tradition for the last 26 years. The convention arrangements require a lot of
hard work and dedication by many individuals. |would fike to take this opportunity to thank all
of them for their help, support and guidance .

Let me give you some highlights of the 26th OSA Convention:

The theme of this year's convention is "Integration®. The theme is symbolic in many of our
activities throughout the Convention. The Convention Seal represents the inlegration of
Northwast Chapter (integration of several states), Orissa (our mother land) and OSA
Organization (represented by the OSA Logo). The Convention committees integrate youth
in @ach of the committees and several of our youth activities focus on joint participation by
youth and aduits,

This year, we have created a Homepage for the Convention. In addition to doing the
registration electronically, one can browse through all the details of the Convention sitting at
a distant computer.

Communication is important to foster integration. These days electronic mail service provides
a faster way to communicate. We have started the process of incorporating the email
addresses of many individuals in the OSA Directory. Although the email listings are far from
complete, we feel this s a modest begining. We hope this will help in easier and faster
communication among us.

Tha OSA organization is a socio-cultural group and the convention is a way to build socio-
cuftural ties - to meet with families and old acquaintances and to develop new contacls and
relationships. The forums and cultural aclivities remind us about our culture and heritage and
help us understand some new issues. During this 26th Convention, we have siated several
forum discussions on "Culture and Heritage®, “Integration® and"Life after retirement".
Several dedicated forum discussions on Orissa Development Projects are infanded for
developing some futuristic visions for the Orissa development activities and more specific
fund raising efforts on several ongoing projects.

The success of an organization requires a process of successful transitioning in leaderships.,
This requires a good vehicle of communication between the kids, youth and adults. In order
to establish this link, our preregistartion forms had a section on youth biodata. Wae have
solicited Input from the parents to create a separate directory of our youth. We hope to
compile such a directory at the time of the Convention depending on the feedback from the

parents.

As the Convener of the 26th OSA Canvention, | have enjoyed working with many of you and
more importantly getting to know many of you whom | did not know befcre. My spacial thanks
to those who attended the Convention. Those of you who couldnot attend the Convention
because of lack of time and personal commitments, | hope to see you in fulure convantions.

K.anﬁf-“—*r'-

Sarat K. Mchapatra
Convener, 26th OSA Convention

Regards,
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Message from the President

Dear Friends; July 2, 1995

On behalf of the Executive Committee and the Board of Governors, I welcome you
all to the 26th Convention of the Orissa Society of the Americas.

The Northwest Chapter organizers and members have been working very hard for
past one year to make the 26th OSA convention the most memorable and eventful
ever. I thank everyone who has contributed to the success of this convention and
other projects OSA has undertaken.

I am proud to announce that our Orissa Society of the Americas has grown from
seventy members to six thousand during the past twenty five years. We are now the
elite, highly educated and richest ethnic group in the USA and Canada.

I am also proud to announce that OSA has gone beyond holding one convention a
year.

e OSA has contributed significantly in Orissa Development projects: Kalinga
Hospital, Ravenshaw College, Fakir Mohan University, Kalahandi Project
(SEEDS) and Anadalok.

 Brought scholars and artists from Orissa Dr. Manorama Mohapatra, Dr. Prativa
Ray, Dr. Jibanaanada Pani, Dr. Kanhu Misra, Dr. Hrudananda Ray, Mr. Prafulla
Mohanty, Guru Manoranjan Pradhan, Geeta Mahalik and others.

¢ Opened OSA Center in Bhubaneswar and Cuttack and plan to open centers in
Balasore, Berhampur and Sambalpur in the future.

Through OSA center, we can start OSA development projects and monitor their
progress. We can assist Oriya students (for higher studies) and scholars and artists to

come abroad.

Last year OSA President, Dr. Dash conducted higher education seminars in
Bhubaneswar, Cuttack and Balasore and guided many Oriya students to come
abroad. OSA President also attended Ravenshaw College Trustee meeting, Fakir
Mohan University Foundation Meeting, Berhampur College Directors meeting,
Cuttack Rotary Club, Orissa - USA Chamber of Commerce meeting and visited
Kalinga Hospital, Konark Dance Academy. OSA has taken an active role in these
projects and contributed substantially.

Many chapters have been very active in organizing and promoting Odissi dance, and
music programs, and other functions. California chapter, under the leadership of Dr.
Purna and Mrs. Gopa Patnaik, have brought Guru Manoranjan Pradhan to teach and
promote Odissi dance in USA and Canada. New Jersey chapter, under the leadership
of Brajendra Sahu, has brought Geeta Mahalik for Odissi dance performance to be
held at the 26th OSA Convention and in other cities in USA and Canada. My special
thanks to Dr. & Mrs. Patnaik and Mr. Sahu for their efforts. Our local artists -
Chitralekha Patnaik, Sushree Sangita Kart, Nevidita Behera, Gopa Patnaik, Sujit
Mohanty, Pratap Das and others have made significant contributions to our
community in promoting Odissi dance and music.

3
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As we grow, our needs and problems grow also.

e  We have to manage OSA finds in the range of $100,000 to $200,000 and we have not developed clear fiscal
management policy yet

e OSA Journal's standards are on par with other national journals now. Thanks to editors Dr. Alekh Dash, Dr.
Kula Mishra, Dr. Digambar Mishra, and Dr. Laju Mansingh for their good work. It is about time for us to set
up guidelines for articles and news items.

¢ OSA has been presenting awards to outstanding high school students, Kalashree and outstanding Oriya. OSA
does not have clear and speafic guidelines for the selection of the award recipient and this is being finalized
and printed in OS A journal

¢ Membership drives have not been very successful as all chapter presidents have not paid much attention to
memberships drives. Also, we need the help of chapter coordinators and members to update OSA
Membership Directory.

¢ OSA members have been seeking the help of OSA office for VISA, immigration, loans, medical treatment,
employment and projects m Orissa. This has created a problem as well as opportunity for OSA office.

¢ OSA can generate good income from advertisement, sponsorships, grants and membership. This needs
manpower and money.

Our problems and opportunities ask for a part-time Executive Director. This person will manage OSA funds, do

membership drives, collect advertisements and write for grants. Also, this person will run day to day OSA office

work under the guidance of OSA President and Executive commttee.

The financial Status of OSA is better than ever before. After the $34,000 contribution and pledges, OSA has a

balance of $40,163.97 exclusive of interest income from long term investments and profits from the 26th

OSA convention.

I am proud that OSA has a strong foundation now and looking forward to a bright fiture. All of you have helped in

building this great organization and I am part of it

My special thanks to Dr. Nilambar & Mrs. Anu Biswal for contributing to the Subrina Biswal Award; Dr.

Bhagabat and Mrs. Puspalaxmi Sahu to youth programs; Dr. Sitakantha and Mrs. Kalpana Dash to Ravenshaw

College, Fakir Mohan University, OSA Guest travel, OSA operation and OSA Conventiocn, OSA Center,

Kalahandi Project (SEEDS) and student Rescue fund; Dr. Hemanta Senapati to OSA Center; Dr. Dhiraj Panda to

Routrapur Vocation College; Dr. G.S. Tripathy to Bimbachar Education Trust, Dr. Debi Mishra to S.C.B. Medical

College, Mr. Manoranjan and Dr. Minati Pattanayak to Kalahandi Project (SEEDS) and other to their project of

choice.

I sincerely thank Dr. Bijan Rao our OSA Secretary and Treasurer for a fine job i accounting and fiscal

management,; Mrs. Gopa Patnaik for her leadership in cultural programs; Mr. Manoranjan Pattanayak and his

committee for the 25th OSA convention, Dr. Sarat Mohapatra, Mrs. Smriti Panda and the their committee for the

26th OSA convention; Dr. Alekha Dash and Dr. Lalu Manasingha for OSA Souvenir and joumals; Dr. Bagabat

Sahu and Jaganath Society fixr sponsoring lectures; OSA Chapter presidents and coordinators for their contribution

to OSA and all others who have been silent partners to OSA and contributed to OSA in many ways.

Dr. Hemanta Senapati, President - elect, Mrs. Sujata Patnaik, Vice President - elect and Dr. Parakhita Nayak,

Secretary/Treasurer - elect are good organizers and leaders. I am confidert that OSA can look forward o a

challenging and eventful future and continuity of the ongoing programs.

Respecly,
et
President



Journal of the Orissa Society of Americas, July 1995

FROM THE DESK OF THE EDITOR

The OSA journal/Newsletter is published by the
Orissa Society of the Americas twice a year. We
welcome short stories, essays, poems, news
items and information of interest to our readers
and ideas, suggestions and comments in the
form of letter to the editor. Manuscripts should
normally not exceed four type-written pages
{double-space), and must include a few lines
about the author(s). We encourage submission of
manuscripts in ORIYA. Since these manuscripts
are printed in Orissa, we request you to submit
these manuscripts in Oriya well in advance of
the deadline for a particular issue.

The next issue of the journal, The Fall Issue, will
be published by the newly appointed editor.
Since at the time of publication of this issue, no
decision has been made by the new office
bearers, OSA President has requested me to
acceplt articles for this issue. In due course, 1 will
forward all those articles to our new editor.
Manuscripts and other items for this issue must
reach me by October 30, 1995 at the following
address:

Alekha K. Dash
13518 Sahler Street
Omaha, NE 68164
Tel:  (402) 280-3188 (W)
(402) 492-9707 (H)  Fax: {(402) 280-5738
email: adash(@creighton.edu

We wish to remind the representatives of the
various OSA chapters to send news worthy items
of interest pertaining to their chapters for
inclusion in the Joumnal/Newsletter, These
constitute  important components of  this
publication.

I am especially thankful to Dr. Sita Kantha Dash,
President of OSA and all the OSA members for
their trust on me and providing me this special
privilege to serve as the editor of this Journal of
the Orissa Society of the Americas (JOSA). For
the last two years, 1 have tried my best to
maintain

the quality and high standards set by my
predecessors. From my little experiences as the
editor, I can well imagine how much hard work
and time commitment are involved in carrying
out this job. [ sincerely wish to salute all the

highly ralented past editors for their commitment
and umrecognized social services for this society.
On behalf of the OSA and OSA Journal, |
convey my heartfelt gratitude to all the
contributors, reviewers, and souvenir committee
members for their help and consistent support
for this souvenir issue. Major editorial support
for this issue was provided by Dr. Sura Ratha,
Dr. Digambar Mishra, Dr. Sarat Mohapatra and
Mrs.  Kalpanamayee Dash. [ sincerely
acknowledge their help and support. | wish to
congratulate Dr. Lalu Mansinha and his team for
a high class Silver Jubilee Souvenir. My special
thanks to him for his valuable suggestions and
guidance for this issue.

[ would like to share with our readers several of
personal experiences as editor of this journal
during my term of office. There was a time when
we did not have encugh articles for an issue. [
had faced the same problem for my first journal
issue. But time has changed, I am really proud
to say that we have highly qualified and
motivated potential contributors for this journal
in USA and Canada. The important strategy
which has worked for me for soliciting articles is
through personal contact { verbal or written).
Varitous Chapter Presidents and other individuals
can also be great assets to the editor in this
regard. One individual, who deserves special
thanks and belongs to this category, is Mr.
Brajedra Sahu of New Jersey. Direct telephone
contacts with our youth has also resulted in
positive outcomes. Some statistics of the articles
received by my office are given below,

Total articles received 93
Reviewers negative
recommendation 6
Articles published 7
Unpublished (lack of

-
2

space or late arrival} 14

Contributors:
Y outh 19%
Female 46%
Male 54%
From USA 78%
From Canada 5%
From Orissa 16%

Invited Articles 11%
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The second point I want to emphasize here is the
review process adopted for the unbiased
selection of the articles for publication. Total
number of eleven reviewers were invelved in
this process. The review form was developed by
me and a copy of the form is attached for our
readers. Reviewers were selected depending on
their publication history in this journal and other
related journals. [ thank them all for their time
and effort.

REVIEW FORM

JOURNAL OF THE ORISSA SOCIETY OF
AMERICAS

Please send vour recommendations and
comments within two weeks to the Editor.

Article No:

Title:

1. Is. in your opinion, the manuscript acceptable?
In its present form
After minor revision*
After major revision*
In a condensed form*
Not at all*

2. Is it clearly presented and well organized?

Yes No

* Please specify below

COMMENTS (please continue on a separate
sheet if more space is needed

I convev my sincere thanks and appreciation to

convention and their team for their continuous
support and encouragenent. My sincere thanks
{o Mrs. Amrita Mahapatra for the design of the
front cover keeping the theme of the convention
in mind. Last but not the least. [ wish to thank
the following individuals: Mr. Andrea [chwan.
Mr. Debendra K. Mohapatra, Smita Dash.
Chandrasri Das. Chandrakanti Mohanty. and
Thelma Comnelius for their help and support for
this issue. On behalf of this organization. [
congratulate all the newly elected office bearers
and wish them a great success ahead. In spite of
my continuous effort. typographical and other
errors might have disturbed some of the
members and I accept responsibility with sincere
apology. Thank vou all and God bless vou.

Alekha K. Dash. Editor

the Convener and Co-convener of the 26th OSA
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Minutes of the Executive Body Meeting on July 2, 1994

The meeting of the executive body was held on July 2, 1994 during the 25th OSA convention
in Panoma, New Jersey, with eleven persons present. Dr. S. K. Dash presided.

Budget for 1993-94 was presented and passed. Dr. B. K. Rao pointed out that the expenses
shown for the guests was $2250.03 rather than $21250.03 which was a typographical error. Dr.
Rao also presented the concerns of the auditing committee about the status of the fixed deposit
of $35,500.00. It was decided that Drs. Dash and Rao would join the committee of Drs. H. K.
Senapati, K. K. Dwivedy, and P. Satapathy which had been previously appointed for the
administration of this fund. Dr. Senapati will inform Drs. Dwivedy and Satapathy about the
status of this account and he will convert the account to a CD before July, 1995.

Proposed budget for the year 1994-95 was presented and passed. It was recommended that OSA
center at Bhubaneswar be allotted a sum of $1000.00 per year. Any more funds spent for that
purpose must be collected from special pledges for that purpose.

Dr. Prasanna Mishra proposed that Minneapolis be chosen as the venue for the 1995 OSA
convention. Even though Texas chapter had proposed Dallas as the venue for 1995, it had not
been done in the correct format. After discussions, Minneapolis was selected as the 26th OSA
convention site.

Dr. Rao proposed that the different chapters of OSA not use the tax free status of OSA because
the chapters mostly did not respond to his request of supplying their financial statements for the
purpose of being included in the tax return. It was pointed out that no filing of tax return was
necessary as previously the necessary paper work had been done. Therefore, the proposal of Dr.
Rao was dropped and he was advised NOT to file a tax return.

The letter from Dr. S. K. Behera proposing that a site at California be chosen for the 1996 OSA
convention was presented to the executive body. It was decided that as Dr. Behera did not
present the case as the request from the California chapter, but rather as a personal request, no
decision would be taken. However, he would be informed by Dr. Dash about the decision so that
suitable procedure could be followed during the ample time left before the proposed convention.

Dr. B. Sahu proposed that as the Ratha Yatra of lord Jagannath was within one week of the usual
time for the OSA convention. That could cause the division of attendees and decrease general
participation in both the functions. Therefore, the OSA convention and the Ratha Yatra should
be merged. After discussion, it was decided that sometimes, when the times for both the
functions actually clash, such a merger can be considered. The decision of when such a
combined convention should be held for the first time was deferred to a later date.
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Minutes of the General Body Meeting on July 3, 1994
25th OSA Convention, Pomona, New Jersey

The meeting was held with Dr. S. K. Dash presiding. Dr. B. K. Rao, Ms. G. Patnaik, and Ms.
D. Mishra were present at the dias.

After the welcome address of Dr. Dash the proposed budget was presented by Dr. B. K. Rao.
There was no objection to the proposed budget. Dr. Rao also mentioned about the decision of
the executive body on the venue for 1995 convention. There was no opposition to Minneapolis
being chosen as the venue. Dr. Dash informed that there were 25 Oriya families in Minneapolis
and there were 100 families within a smail radius from the city.

Priyadarshan Patra mentioned that the money collected by him for Praharaj memorial would be
used strictly for Kalahandi/Bolangir relief in memory of Mr. Praharaj. Other funds collected by
OSA in this regard would be used for the memorial as decided by OSA.,

Mr. Bijay Mishra requested that all the discussions be continued in Oriya. However, after a few
minutes it was pointed out that the second generation Oriyas might have difficulty in
understanding the details if the discussions were carried out in Oriya.

Ms. Gopa Patnaik suggested that the chapters of OSA and various other communities could take
advantage of Guru Manaranjan Pradhan (artist) who had been invited to U.S.A already. He
would be available for workshops and performances.

Ms. Devjani Mishra discussed the activities of the youth forum which was dissolved last year.
A new coordinating group had been formed. They were keeping in touch through news letters.
She suggested that the younger persons should participate in the various processes of
organization. This met with unanimous approval and Dr. Dash promised that such participation
would definitely be in place for the next convention. During the discussions it was decided that
there should be no special forum for the "youth”. Every forum should be freely available for all
ages except the very young. Any age specific activities should be marked as such.

D. N. Patnaik expressed the opinion that while celebrating the convention as Oriyas, we should
also not forget our being Americans as well. Priorities should be on helping the poor.

Dr. G. S. Tripathy suggested that there was no need for us to be defensive in front of politicians
about our position. He also suggested that in stead of selecting a distinguished Oriya each year
we should include those who help Orissa even if they are not Oriyas.

Srigopal Mohanty was praised for his production of the play "Chha Maana Aatha Guntha".

There was a general concern that the cultural programs were too long. Dr. Tripti Jena suggested
that each aspiring participant should submit video tape for prior viewing and approval. This
would cut down bad quality performances and the timing would be known accurately. Dr.
Subash Mohapatra proposed that the number of performances from each group should be
restricted.
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Discussions on OSA expenses led to the suggestion that the funds received as membership dues
from life, patron, and benefactor members should constitute principal funds for OSA and should
not be spent. Only the interest from this fund plus other collected amounts should be used for
various expenditures. Finally it was recognized that OSA needed more contributions and each
chapter should help the president in going for fund raising drives. This can help OSA to

undertake many development projects in Orissa.

Dr. Dash, OSA president, thanked OSANY members and organizers for holding the 25th OSA
convention and doing an excellent job.

b ]

MG AMERICA, INC.

31 Kulick Road
Fairfield, N] 07004

Distributes in the U.S., Puerto Rico and Canada the worldwide known
equipment manufactured by the following [talian leading companies:

MG2 rotary continuous-motion capsules fillers for production of 6,000 -
120,000 capsules/hour. MG AMERICA is a direct factory sales and after sales
organization of MG2, Bologna (ltaly).

PRB Packaging systems: overwrappers, bundlers, case packers, buffers,
palletizers and complete packaging systems.

FAMAR-WRAPMATIC blister packers, tray forming machines and cartoners.
COMADIS tube fillers for production in the range of 25 - 280 tubes/minute.

GS Coating Systems pans for organic, aqueous or sugar tablet coating and
spheronizing in the same pan. Pans of 3 -600 Liters.

Telephone (201) 808-8185 Fax (201) 808-8421
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Proposed Budget for 1994-95

Income

Contributions $2.000.00
Fakir Mohan University * $5,000.00
Kalahandi - Bolangir Relief * $1,000.00
Membership $5,000.00
OSA Center at Bhubaneswar ** £1,000.00
Subrina Memorial award from Dr. & Mrs. Biswal $500.00
Youth activities * $1,000.00
Total $15,500.00
Expenses

Election expenses $500.00
Fakir Mohan University * $£5,000.00
Journal printing/mailing $3,500.00
Kalahandi/Bolangir Relief * $1,000.00
Miscellaneous $500.00
OSA Center at Bhubaneswar ** $2,000.00
Postage & mailing (other than journal) $1,000.00
Subrina Memorial award $1,000.00
Youth activities * $1,000.00
Total $15,500.00

* These expenses are by pledge only.

*x Only $1000.00 will be allotted by OSA for this purpose. The rest amount wiil be by

pledge only.

10



Journal of the Orissa Society of Americas, July 1995

FINANCIAL STATEMENT OF OSA : 7.1.94 - 6.30.95

INCOME
Balance as of 6.30.94 41,823.79
Advertizement in Souvenir £600.00
Donations:
Bimbadhar Memorial Educational Trust 1,000.00
Chittaranjan Help Fund 314.00
Cultural programs 100.00
Fakir Mohan University 3,300.00
Guest Expenses 3,600.00
Kalahandi/Bolangir Retlief 150.00
Miscellaneous Donations 340.00
QOSA Center at Bhubaneswar 2,200.00
Ravenshaw College Trust 3,200.00
Routrapur Vocational College 16,000.00
Subrina Memorial Fund 500.00
Interest Income 371.25
Membership Dues 5,385.00
Youth program 1,000.00
TOTAL INCOME 79,884.04
EXPENSES
Bimbadhar Memorial Educational Trust 1,000.00
Chittaranjan Help Fund 500.00
Cultural Program 400.00
Fakir Mohan University 3,200.00
Guest Expenses 3,991.00
Journal & News Letter 4,448.38
Kalahandi/Bolangir relief 150.00
Miscellaneous 583.43
OSA Center at Bhubaneswar 693.62
Postal Expenses 228.14
Ravenshaw College Trust 3,200.00
Routrapur Vocational College 16,000.00
Service Charge for Bank 75.50
Souvenir Related Expenses 3,000.00
Subrina Memorial Scholarship 1,000.00
Youth Program _1,250.00
TOTAL EXPENSES 39,720.07
Balance 40,163.97
Distributed as follows:
$35,500.00 - Under management of Dr. H. K. Senapati
$4,500.00 - CD at Household Bank
$163.97 - In Checking Account for OSA

Accounts maintained and submitted by Bijan K. Rao, Secretary/Treasurer.
Accounts audited by Dr. K. K. Dwivedy, Dr. P. Jena, and Dr. P. K. Mohanty.
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CONSOLIDATED FINANCIAL STATEMENT OF CSA CONVENTION

Panoma, New Jersey, July 1-4, 13994

INCOME

Registration
Accommeodation
Food

Food (Friday)
Membership

No Shows

Donation {Non-members)
Donation (Members)
OLDE {Lunch)
Advertizement

T Shirts

Lottery & Pan

TOTAL INCOME

EXPENSES

Food
Accommodation
Hall & Equipment Rental
Printing & Mailing
Cultural & Seminar
T Shirts
Registration
Refund

Sports
Miscelleneous
Bank Charge
Souvenir

TOTAL EXPENSES

BALANCE

12,921.00
22,804.00
18,530,00
1,271.00
155.00
655.00
2,350.00
3,600.00
3,000.00
9,794.00
3,275.00
780.00

79,135.00

23,897.41
19,665.00
3,756.65
4,084.45
2,120.77
2,700.00
1,740.10
1,388.00
295.98
1,5856.19
234.34
6,671.97

67,294.86

11,140.14

In addition, all the expenses for telephone and FAX

{$3,841.14) were donated by Dr. Minati Pattanayak.

Submitted by A. Dutta, Secretary and Co-Convener.
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TO THE HONORABLE MEMBERS OF OSA
Mrs. Sujata Patnaik

Being born and brought up in Orissa, I claim a
natural bonding with Orissa and wish to serve
the interests of Orissa in my small way. I am
married in a family which has been serving the
interest of OSA from the very first day of its
existence. The head of this family here, Dr.
Promode Patnaik, passed away in March, 1992
while still working for the betterment of the
OSA. His dream was to build a Mini Orissa in
USA. He had never, for once, stepped down to
think back otherwise, when some Oriyas
commented, “OSA is a farce, OSA does not
mean anything to us, OSA does not do anything
for us, what is the purpose of OSA? Why OSA
had to live long? etc.” There is no law ever
made by anyone to make us feel proud for who
we are and where we belong to. He thought that
each and every Oriya was duty-bound to
contribute to the glory of Orissa.

I was highly motivated by him to become an
active member of the OSA as soon as I reached
the U.S. Today, I believe that it is my duty to

take such a responsibility and serve the interest
of the OSA with the help of every possible
means and with the blessings of Lord Jagannath.
Even though OSA is built for last 26 years, it is
stil a very small organization, and it is
imperative that we make it strong and stable.
Please join us and help OSA to strengthen it’s
foundation.

I like to extend my deepest gratitude to you all
for allowing me to serve you as Vice President
of the OSA. I like to thank my husband, Mr.
Gyana R. Patnaik, who is also the representative
for Chicago Chapter for encouraging and
supporting me. [ thank Dr. Hemanta Senapati
and Dr. Parakshita Nayak for giving me the
privilege to be their teammate. Finally, I like to
invoke Lord Jagannath for the good health of all
of us.

Thank you all and God bless you.

Aurora, IL

MEET OUR NEWLY ELECTED OFFICE BEARERS

Standing left to right: Dr. Hemanta K. Senapati (president-elect), Mrs. Sujata Patnaik (Vice President-elect)
and Dr Parakshita Nayak (Secy./Treasurer-Elect)
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WE EXTEND OUR FONDEST WISHES TO
THE
ORISSA SOCIETY OF AMERICAS
FOR CONTINUED SUCCESS IN THE
FUTURE

SHARA LABORATORIES, INC.
WAUTOMA, WISCONSIN |

00|
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INTEGRATION

INTEGRATION [S THE SPIRIT OF SEEKING UNITY WHILE PRESERVING
ETHNIC INTEGRITY. IT FOSTERS FAITH, FAIRPLAY, RECONCILIATION AND
UNDERSTANDING AMONG THE PEOPLE. INTEGRATION ALSO MEANS
AWARENESS OF RELATIONSHIP BETWEEN ETHNIC INDIVIDUALS AND THE
PARENT LAND WE LIVE IN,FACILITATING RESPECT AND RECOGNITION OF
EACH OTHERS’ BELIEFS AND VALUE.

Sabyasachi and Amrita Mahapatra, Lincoln, Nebraska.
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INTEGRATION:

THE THEME OF THE 26TH OSA CONVENTION
FOREWORD BY THE EDITOR

The 26th OSA Convention Committee has selected
very carefully the topic "Integration” as the theme of
the Convention. Integration is a “catchall” for the
sofution of a broad range of socio-cultural issues. It
entails association of broad range of age groups and
understanding the values of individuals, cultural
integration of people of diverse cultural values, social
integration of various societies etc. One of the most
common and fundamental trait which acts as a
catalyst for integration is to identify and recognize
the importance of each and every individual entity
irrespective of their race, sex, socio-economic status
etc. On the other hand, self importance, "I am the
best", acts as a catalytic poison for integration.

I recollect a story from Upanishad which my father
told me on several occasions during my -early
childhood. The story was probably documented
around 100 B.C. This describes a conflict between
the five vital organs of the body. The five vital
organs/functions in our body as described in
Upanishad  are:  Voice/Speech,  Eyes/vision,
ears/hearing, brain/comprehension and nose/breath.
As Atibadi Jagannath Das's Oriya Bhagabata says,

"Bahuta loka jahin mili
Abasya upujai kali"

One day all the five vital organs started an argument
amongst themselves about the self importance of
each individual organ. Each organ felt, “I am the
best". These arguments drew no conclusion. They all
went to see God Prajaapatee to resolve the conflict.
Prajaapatee replied, "If the loss cne of you renders
the body useless to function, that organ should be
considered the most superior.”

On the site, voice left the body for a year, came back
and asked the body, "Did you feel my separation?"
The body replied, "I could not speak and felt like a
dumb even though I could see, hear, think and

breathe". Voice re-entered the body.

Eyes left the body for a year, came back and asked
the body the same question, " Did you feel any
difference when [ was gone?" The person replied, " |
couldn't see and felt like a blind person even though [

could speak, hear, think and smell".
back into the body.

Eyes entered

Ears left the body next, came back and posed the
same question to the body, " Did you feel my
absence?" The body replied, " | could not hear and
felt like a deaf person although T could breathe
through my nose, see with my eyes, think with my
brain and talk through my vocal chord”. Ears re-
entered the body.

Now, it was mind's turn to leave the bedy for a year.
After a year mind came back and asked the same
question as the others, " Did you feel any loss due to
absence?" The body replied, " [ was a living entity
without a mind. ! couldn't think, but could talk, hear.
see and breathe”. The mind re-entered the body.

Finally, it was the turn of nose/breath to leave for a
year. The other four vital organs revolted and begged
nose not to leave the body. The five vital organs
realized that each is indispensable for the body to
function.

The story demonstrates that body is a thread binding
the five vital organs and it cannot function by the loss
of one. The same is also true for the human society.
We are all important discrete units of the society. It
goes without saying that we achieve more by staying
united rather than separate entities. United we stand
and divided we fall. A small story from
PANCHATANTRA  (Story of the Doves)
demonstrates the usefulness of staying connected
may appear in the next issue of the journal.
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AFTER AMERICA, QUO VADIS?
Arjun Prasad Purohit

Centuries ago, our ancestors went to off-shores
like Javadwipa, Sumatra, Bali, Shyamadesha,
Kambudesha and Swetadwipa, etc. and
established colonies, built temples, promulgated
Sanatana Dharma, improvised trade and
commerce and instituted law and order. During
the second half of this century, Oriyas again are
settling in a new continent.

Some of us came looking for adventure, some
came to seek a better way of life; some came to
further our education; some came to join
husbands, wives, or children; and though many
of us went back, so many of us stayed here to
start a new life. Our number is not large. We
are dispersed from bitter cold spots like Alberta
and Labrador to hot spots like Texas and

California. We have coped with bitter snow
storms, earthquakes, Vietnam war, social
upheavals and discriminations along with

glorious moments such as the landing of man on
the moon, explosion of scientific breakthroughs,
and unparalleled economic gains.

Nevertheless, most of us ask, at least once in a
while, is it worth it? Should I go back? Should [
stay? How do I pass on to the next generation
my values and my heritage? Do my children
have a future in this continent? So, quo vadis?

Obviously, questions are many and there is no
simple answers. As a semi-retired, aging
psychologist, who came here in mid sixties, I
will try to provide a framework of understanding
our conflicts and some possible solutions. [ have
watched from my vantage point, people of all
ages, from many cultural backgrounds and from
different stages of adjustment to America I have
watched their triumphs and tragedies, as they
rose to the zenith of accomplishment in
academics, business and personal growth; I have
watched them descend to the depths of despair,
and depression and marginalization.

A good analysis of this subject appeares in J.W.
Berry’s “Psychology of Acculturation” in J.
Berman (Ed.), Cross Cultural Perspectives,
Nebraska Symposium on Motivation, Linceln:
University of Nebraska Press (1990; 201-234).
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Some of the ideas from that essay are used in
used in this article.

One way to broadly conceptualize coping with a
new culture is to address two issues: a) Do [
retain my values of parent culture?, and b) Do [
learn the values of this host culture? If the
answer is yes to both issues you are in an
[ntegration mode; if your answer is yes to a and
no to b, then you are in a Separation mode; if
your answer isno to a and yes to b, you are in a
Assimilation mode; and if your answer is no to
both, then you are in a Marginalization mode.
These, of course, are extreme generalizations.
Most of us find ourselves in a continuum of the
four modes.

INTEGRATION MODE

This is the healthiest of the four modes.
Confident of our heritage and values, we pick
the best of elements of both cultures assimilate
the two.

The trick is to find the best values in both. No
culture is completely free of good values and bad
values. Another point to remember is that
society, whether Oriya or American, is not
monolithic; each society has segments which are
wholesome, compassionate, resourceful,
optimistic, effective, forward looking, energetic,
accepting, etc., and segments which are ugly,
cruel, decrepit, pessimistic, destructive,
backward looking, lethargic, prejudicial, etc.
Furthermore, every culture has intrinsically good
and bad members. It helps if one comes from
the good segment from the parental society.
Most of us will remember kind and helpful
individuals whom we met when we arrived; we
also know, the ruthless people who tried to
destroy and expleit us.

Integrated persons manage to live both
physically and psychologically with the healthy
elements. When faced with hard knocks in life,
they not only get good social and emotional
support within the host culture, they also remind
themselves as to who they are and what great
heritage and traditions they belong to; and they
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manage o bounce back. Needless to reiterate
they are psychologically heaithy and resilient.
We have many members in our community who
belong to this group and their company is most
exhilarating.

SEPARATION MODE

Persons who belong to the purest extreme of this
category would regard anything Oriya is the best
and simultaneously regard anything American is
the worst. Most of the time, though, they would
refer to the best elements and often defend the
weakest elements of Oriya culture.

They are uncomfortable in the company of
Americans and find solace in oply Oriya
company, food, dance, music, traditions,
literature, etc. They constantly talk about going
back, strive to find mates for themselves or for
their children only among Oriyas. [f they are
parents, they usually have severe conflicts with
the adolescent children, especially those who
grow up here from infancy and have a tinge of
rebellion. Such persons tend to be rigid and
inflexible. Because of their fear of
“contamination,” they do not venture out even
into the good segments of American Society and
usually deprive themselves of wholesome
experiences. They attract discrimination from
the host community. Such a strategy often
works well, if such persons live in a large Oriya
ghetto  which  satisfies most of their
psychological, cultural and physical needs. The
trouble is, we do not have Oriya ghettoes
sufficiently large enough for them to be self
contained. On the positive side, they are not
internally conflicted because they simply avoid
conflicts; they externalize the blame unto others
and have conflicts with others, often not
realizing the actual source of the problems.

Often such persons have tried to integrate or
assimilate into the host commuaity but for a
variety of reasons found the host community
indifferent or unaccepting; therefore, they give
up trying any more and implicitly find solace
and comfort in the parental culture. They are
great hosts and repository of Oriya artifacts,

ASSIMILATION MODE

Persons who are radical examples of this mode,
reject everything that is Oriya and accept
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everything American, without discrimination.
They actively avoid Oriya friends, desperately
iry to forget the language, deride all Oriya
traditions, music, food or heritage and often
pretend they are not Oriyas at all. They
constantly try to form an identity of the mythical
American. This of course, produces stress,
especially internal stress, since if they cannot
absorb American values or if they are rejected by
the host community, they tend to believe that it
is their fault. They must modify their ways to be
acceptable and therefore are too flexible and
always externally determined. They become
lucky if they happen to find a segment in the
host community which is wholesome,
compassionate and accepting.

This strategy usually works to the advantage of
the individual if the difference between the host
community and the individual is minimal - the
difference is heritage, skin color, language and
class etc.

For example, first generation people from
England and subsequent generations from
Europe have an easier time in assimilating.
However, our skin color makes us immediately
recognizable as “alien” even though we might
have spent most of our adult life here or are even
born here. Therefore, people of our background
have to develop successful coping abilities to
deflect  rejection, teasing, or  outright
discrimination. Assimilating individuals do not
have an internal core of identity. This is why
when their assimilating strategies and coping
abilities fail, they become victims of despair and
depression. Often they would resort to the mode
of separation or marginalization.

MARGINALIZATION MODE

Persons belonging to the extreme of this mode
say no to both issues. They reject the values
both the sides and in return are rejected by the
host as well as the parental community.
Furthermore, since they do not have any
comfortable core value system, they do not
derive any comfort in an identity of their own.
Marginalization also occurs when one subscribes
to the unhealthy values of both societies.
Consequently they resort to unhealthy
tendencies, such as alcoholism, drug addiction
and vagrancy etc. They develop severe
pathological problems, and because of any sense
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of trust and lack of capacity to benefit from
rapport with anybody, they are very resistant to
counseling. Because of the dispersed nature of
our community, it is hard to marshal efforts to
rehabilitate such individuals. They tend to
exhaust the energy of the helpful individuals and
require concerted and revolving efforts of many
to induce some sense of direction for a
prolonged period. They need to have refuge in a
primary society which of course is not possible
in America.

It is not for me to suggest which of the first three
modes one should choose. It will depend very
much on one’s priorities, comfort level, stage of
acculturation, ultimate destination, personal
convictions and a host of other factors. My plea
of course is not to fall into the trap of
marginalization. North America can be very
cruel and punishing if you are in that state. In
my experience a few people who have
successfully come out of this state have had to
go back to Orissa, where kith and kin would
stand by such individuals no mattier what shape
he or she is in. Should such persons choose to
stay here and rehabilitate, they probably proceed
along Separation mode first before trying
Assimilation or Integration. This is simply
because it is easier to releamn and be comfortable
with an old and familiar life style than a
completely strange one. This of course means
finding Oriyas who will be patient and
compassionate enough to tackle such a
challenge.

Lest you begin to diagnose all the emotional
problems because of failure of cross-cuitural
adaptation, let me hasten to add that there are a
host of other reasons people have such problems,
including intellectual and skill deficits,
neurclogical and brain chemical imbalance,
environmental toxicity and many situational
factors. However, good cultural adaptation has a
moderating  influence even in  genuine
psychopathological conditions.

Comparing my experience with other cuitural
groups, I think our group is doing well indeed:
we are psychologically robust, intellectually and
academically super achievers; economicaily
vibrant: culturally confident; admired by the host
society for our contributions; and a look at our
youngsters says it all. Our kids, on the whole,
could not be any better. Sure, we have our share
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of personal tragedies but it is nowhere near other
immigrant groups’ experience. Therefore, we
must be doing something right. Let me outline
three of the many issues we must address to
improve our lives.

] Vi i r

Qur origin is in the extended family system
which acts as a great shock absorber for most of
our stress and strain. In fact, it incorporates all
the social and welfare institutions of a modern
well equipped industrial nation, and some more.
And we live mostly isolated, dispersed all over
North America primarily consisting of nuclear
families.

We are fortunate enough to have brilliant
individuals: doctors in every branch of medicine,
every kind of engineers, philosophers,
psychologists, sociologists, anthropologists,
physicists, chemists, etc. These people are a
great resource and may be able to guide us
through myriads of life’s problem. Reach for the
phone before you take a drastic step or stew
endlessly on issues which may be shared and
diffused. It wiil never be a substitute for direct
face to face care and touch, but we have to adapt
to the realities of our situation. And who says
you can’t drive over or fly if necessary over the
week-end to reach a friend? Many issues such as
domestic violence, reactive depression
(including post partum depression, suicidal
thoughts etc.} could be handled much better
through a social network rather than through the
traditional North American style psychotherapy.
Professionals do not reaily know us. And often
the cure is worse than the malady.

2. Leaming w wi ol
furmoil

We as a group are perhaps the best parents of
children but often feel inadequate when it comes
to cope with adolescent turmoil. Back home, we
never had to deal with this issue: kids followed
what we told them; they did not argue. Our
teenagers follow the nom of the host culture,
which of course is normal. Here they are under
tremendous pressures; caught between our
expectations and norms on the one hand and the
peer pressure as well as generai North American
expectations on the other, they often have more
stress than their typical peers.
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We need to learn about them, and the best way is
get educated by them. Communication is a buzz
word nowadays, but what [ mean is that we
listen to them instead of reading the riot act or
quote from scriptures. Instead of relying on lots
of self help books or wisdom from talk show
{watch Oprah?) we should use our instinct and
put ourseves in their shoes and think how we
would cope. We could talk to other parents who
successfully coped with such issues

The strategy to deal with this issue revolves
around three goals: a) how to stay ae course
which does not get disrupted too much; b) how
not to do something which will impact our
relationships even after the adolescence is over;
and ¢) how to manage the situation so it does not
result in permanent injury such as drug
addiction, pregnancy, suicide, aids, etc. No
simple answers and no surefire solutions. My
impression is that though most of us have gone
through grueling experiences, we have managed
to survive. And most kids have also thrived in
spite of us! [ also feel that the sttong bond we
manage to establish when our kids are small
goes a long way to withstand stresses brought
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upen by adolescent turmoil.
3 Coping with old

A reasonably significant number of our members
are reaching the golden years, including yours
truly. For us, life has turned into something,
though certain, but never planned. Life is no
more structured in terms of work. Kids are
gone. We can read books, watch TV, do
gardening etc. for so leng. Some of us have
planned to go back to Orissa to retire but some
of us found that Orissa is not the same Orissa we
left and our friends and relations have their own
lives. And of course we are used to North
American life-style. We really need to address
this issue and hopefully some decent solutions
will emerge. I am thinking in terms of having a
communal residential center where members can
stay long periods, preferably in a temperate
climate, can listen to Oriya songs, see Oriya
movies, discuss political stff in Orissa,
reminisce in our favorite memories, have some
pakhala and pakodi for a change, and play bridge
until wee hours in the morning... Any idea?
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STAYING CONNECTED
Bijoy K. Misra

A sweet potato stood in a glass of water on a
window sill, in time, will grow sprouts at the top,
with roots dangling into the turbid water below. If
this were a mere scientific experiment lasting for a
brief time period, perhaps a few valuable botanical
observations would serve the purpose. I
however, the aforementioned roots seek firm
ground, a deep and caring soil would have to be
found. We the North American Oriyas are
likewise in a state of suspension where for many
of us, the earth we grew up on, played upon, and
drew sustenance from through early adulthood is
simply too far to gain a firm grip with these
unsteady wayward roots; and for the rest, there is
no past tense, only an aggressively pulsating
present pushing toward an unknown future.

The history of the world has been for a good part
the history of nomadism and the mixing of
peoples; and through that process, the transfer of
cultural advances from one group to another, from
one civilization to another. Paper and printing just
as the magnetic compass, for instance, originated
in China; trigonometry in ancient Egypt; and the
numbering system in India. Such advances have
not been without a price - the basic mixing of
races and ethnic groups was always as if
explosive, immiscible chemicals came together, at
least initially. [Even in recent times, many
countries in the world - the former Soviet Union,
Yugoslavia, Ethiopia, India, Israel, Britain among
others - face some sort of ethnic crisis. Despite
the heavy initial toll, the historic sharing of
cultural advances has been a positive force in the
blending of the current civilization. Such sharing
of wvalues until they became the common
inheritance of the human race, implied much more
than cultural diversity, it implied that some
cultural features were not only different from but
better than others, e.g., the Indian numerais
displaced their less efficient Roman counterparts.

People have repeatedly chosen to replace parts of
their own culture with elements from another if
these served their purpose more effectively.

Viewed in this light, cultural diversity brought
about by the migration of people is not a static
picture of differentness, but one of dynamic
competition in which what served human
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purposes more effectively survived while what did
not tended to decline or disappear. Due to its
overall positive influence, we do not view
immigration per se as our issue of investigation.
Nor is the Oriya immigrating to North America an
issue. Oriyas held a long practice of trading with
distant places, and at times, settled in far way
locations such as Ceylon and Indonesia. America
was found on an immigrani-welcoming tradition.
It accommodates everyone who will share a
commitment to democracy, toleration, mobility,
and the rule of law. Most Americans celebrate
their ethnic roots while taking justifiable pride in
turning around a near virgin soil to
technologically the most advanced nation in the
current world, The rapid progress has called upon
the mental and physical skills from all corners of
the earth, The best and the brightest responded,
just as we did.

Instead, we seek ways to derive from the local soil
the dual nutrients of the energy and vigor of a
young society tempered by the culture and
wisdom of the old. While we extol the virtues of
the mixing of peoples, a process to benefit from it
has eluded our ancestors. For example, while
India has long been exposed to various cultures,
the vedic fundamentals have remained more or
less intact, and in many ways a good thing. It can
be argued, however, that a conscientious effort to
maintain the currency of the culture and the
civilization might have permitted Indians to retain
their leadership position enjoyed in the past. It is
also observed that Indians settling abroad have
been typically less fortunate in conveying the old
world values to their successors. We, however,
live in a new era - an epoch marked by the 747,
videocassette, and communication satellites
ameng others, where severing the umbilical cord
with our roots becomes unnecessary. In addition,
we are fortunately a group of highly
knowledgeable, intellectual professionals fully
capable of grasping the subtleties and the nuances
of cultural differences, and carving out a culture
that is a good fit for us, and which can best serve
our future interests. At the moment, we stand a
good chance to develop a process by which our
new abode of choice remains connected to, builds
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upon the lessons from, and is in harmony with our
past.

We should note that this article is not a clarion call
to secede, i.e., for fragmentation, segregation, or
tribalization of American life. Although
American news media is unrelenting in reporting
on toxic emotions boiling over among various
races and ethnic groups, due to our small size,
geographic diversity, and a pragmatic, peace
loving disposition, we pose no threat to any group,
nor are we physically threatened to require seif-
protection. Nor do we desire isolation, ie., to
build a community incomprehensible to every
other group in America. We simply recognize
that today there exists an insufficient tie to our
roots and a context in which to place ourselves
and our children, and that it is possible to be an
effective part of the whole while maintaining an
identity.

Any successful venture is directed by an image of
the future in the minds of its active participants
capable of affecting what to come. We can build
the system. A process if it exists, will only result
by the active participation by all. We are a proud
people with rich traditions constructed by culture.

We need to consider what ancestral legacy we
wish perpetuated, and how best to carve out a
niche in which our successors can benefit from the
cumulative knowledge from two cultures to lead a
meaningful, ethical, and value laden life as
responsible, contributing citizens in a safe and
secure environment.

Our community is a small fragment from Orissa
mingled with the American sociosphere without
which it could not survive. But thanks to modern
scientific and social inventions, there is no longer
the need to accept any social system ipso facto
much as we accept seasons and other natural
phenomena around us which we observe but do
not control. Over a long period, the process of
living through the ordinary business of life, in
ordinary relationships, with the family and among
friends etc., yields valuable "Folk Knowledge" -
knowledge which permits generations to lead
meaningful lives and perpetuate themselves. Our
folk knowledge encourages that the sacred aspects
of life - spiritual needs and certain emotional
healing - are best met by an organized religion.

The religious institution has an enormously
important social function in the establishment of a
personal identity. Our sacred books, slokas, and
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sutras provide a rich reservoir of allusions,
affective and emotive communication. How best
to ensure that the Hindu system which taught us
faith, and served generations of our ancestors well
in providing therapy during mental and spiritual
distress will be available when needed in the
future?

Ethics - the leaning of approved values and
obligations - is an important aspect of our distinct
heritage. Ethical values can hardly be defined by
any one specialized institution making it rather
difficult to study and codify. Distinguishing
between good and bad, right and wrong, approved
and disapproved requires finely honed skills - a
well developed "Sixth Sense" - which are acquired
and shared from experience. Lacking the Oriya
environment, how to capitalize on past practices
where they can best serve the community's
purpose within the American context?

The Oriya art - literature, music, dance, painting,
sculpture and architecture - forms a rich
repertoire, and occupies a place of honor and pride
in our culture. Through out the year, the bucolic,
pastoral Oriya land is alive with festivals
celebrating the religious, ethical, and artistic
accomplishments. The Oriyas in North America
generally recognize the vastness of our artistic
traditions,  Various activities are routinely
practiced to maintain a level of their awareness.
Trained adults have brought, and children have
learned classical music and dance. The Toronto
produced “"Chha Manna Atha Guntha" was an
expression of our inherent artistic abilities, and
our respect for the classics. These personal efforts
have found exposure at our annual get together,
the Convention, where each year, the quality and
quantity of cultural programs have demonstrated
steady improvement. The annual gathering is by
far the best medium of social and cultural
exchange which we have been able to put in place.
A great deal of enthusiasm, effort, and expense is
involved in organizing this important event.
While the hard work of the local chapters in
putting together the "Mela" is laudatory,
frequency and duration limit the Convention as
the sole institution of culture transfer.

Everyone at the Convention feels able to pass the
time of day with everyone else, since merely
being there makes it socially safe to do so, and as
you walk around, several members look up at you,
obviously anticipating recognition, and to call a
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friendly greeting. Some times, it is so; some times
the furtive glances betray puzzled incredulity and
turn hastily away, and a few times, an apology is
heard. Even so, the important business of the
society is processed, and the days fly by swiftly
with music, dance and drama punctuated by
copious consumption of food, and gossip. Bodies
return to far away places with certain emotional
needs satiated, as well with words unsaid,
messages not heard, desires unmet, and the heart
still crying out, "How we got where we are?",
while the mind is unsure if it leamed more than it
forgot.

When we return home, we find no more a set of
effective circumstances to carry forward the
cuiture transfer. My children's environment is so
different from my own that whenever [ begin that
familiar speech, "When ! was your age.." it
carries very little as conviction. An added burden
for our children is that growing up in an
immigrant family is not always easy. Individuals
are divided on conflicting social and cultural
demands while facing the challenge of entry into
an unfamiliar and difficult world. Assimilation
experiences can range from easy acceptance to
traumatic confrontation. The early American
immigrant experience is not a reliable guide for
our group. The descendants of the past European
immigrants who confronted the dilemmas of
conflicting cultures were uniformly white. Even
those who were a some what darker hue than the
natives found that the skin color permitted them to
skirt a major barrier to entry into the American
main stream. As a result, the process of
assimilation depended largely upon an individual's
decisions to abandon the immigrant cuiture and to
embrace American ways. No doubt that the

choices available to our children are some what
different in 4 time frame when the majority of new
immigrants to America range in skin tones. One
clear opportunity is to continue to pursue high
achievement and economic growth goals which
America offers with a deliberate preservation of
the Oriya values, particularly those that are likely
to serve our fong term interests best. Developing
such distinct abilities can keep many important
options open for the future. For example, if the
current rate of world wide development in free
markets and privatization continues, then the best
opportunities for growth - the chief driver which
brought us to this country in the first place - for
our children may not be confined to the social
circumstance and the markets in the US.
International  business houses are already
clamoring for bilingual, multicuitural executives,
Knowledge of another language, another culture is
no longer a defect to be overcome, but a prized
virtue. Our well nurtured children can stand a
good chance to provide leadership in the new
world in general, and within the indian context in
specific.

Herein lies the challenge. To stay connected to
our roots to derive sociocultural values, and
strategic advantages - not just to survive, but to
shine as global citizen in a shrinking but
increasingly competitive world. To produce high
achieving progeny provided with at least two
competencies rather than one. To set an
exemplary synergistic Oriya-American culture.

The author is grateful to the ideas of many, and

welcomes more,
Wheaton, [1..
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WOMEN OF ORISSA AND THEIR DAUGHTERS OF TOMORROW

Sarita Misra

We were sitting in a restaurant on the way back
from Detroit. My aunt and one-year-old cousin
were coming back with us to spend a few weeks
with us in Huntsville. As I watched our little
Anya react gleefully to the tapestry of fries and
ketchup she had so skillfully transported from
her high chair to the floor, [ thought, “Don’t get
too excited Anya! You'll be imprisoned in that
wretched car seat you loathe so dearly in about
two minutes! * [ turned to my mother and asked
her if my elder brother and I even had car seats
when we were babies. My mother said that we
had not and related an interesting episode of how
when my father’s parents had come to visit us in
the 70’s, she, along with her brother-in-law, took
them to Walt Disney World. She mentioned that
at the time, she had just come to this country
herself and was unaware of the fact (along with
the rest of her company) that one could rent a
stroller for a day in the park. Thus, she would
carry me around Walt Disney World all day long
and then head back with everyone to our
apartment where she immediately began cooking
dinner for her in-laws. I found the story amusing
and wondered how she had the energy to cook a
meal for five adults after caring for my brother
and me all day in Walt Disney World. I
increduously asked her how she could not have
known that strollers were available for rent. Her
answer further intrigued me .

“If you only knew, “ she said, “the things sorne
of us (the women) didn’t know, coming to this
country for the first time with two young kids...l
could probably write 2 book about all of these
experiences !” This simple comment set my
mind spinning. [ began thinking, * What was it
like for my mother, my aunts, and all of these
“aunties” [ know? I can’t count the number of
tirnes that I have heard menfolk at Indian
gatherings remind all of the youth of the
sacrifices they made coming over here; leaving
their parents, completing their education, finding
a job and supporting a new family in a foreign
tand. Yes, they did make sacrifices and I respect
them greatly for this. However, we must
acknowledge that the women of Orissa made
sacrifices which were of a more arduous and
distinctive nature.
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Many of the women of Orissa came to the
United States fresh off the “bedi.” They entered
two very distinctive worlds concurrently. They
entered the world of marriage with its customary
Indian practices. At the same time, they moved
to the United States, during the culmination of
the womens movement as traditional
male/female roles were being questioned and
chailenged. Our mothers left a country that
preached, “Live for your husband and children”
only to enter one that preached “Live for
yourself alone.” As women, they trespassed a
world of contradictory messages, roles and
standards. As their daughters, we were literally
born into this world, and we live with these
same challenges today to an even greater extent.
The majority of our mothers and fathers came
here with adopted beliefs of what a woman
SHOULD be, not what a woman CAN be,

Many will argue: “Why should such roles be
guestioned? Why confuse situations? Let the
man's top priority be to support the family and if
the woman has a job, fine, but her first
inclination must be to take care of the house and
take care of the children.”

I do not wish for the above sentiments to be
misinterpreted, although the request in itself is
futile. I do not insist that my Oriya “sisters”
embrace one extreme or the other by strictly
focusing on either career or marriage; each of us
must only do what she feels is right. We can
achieve a balance in our lifetime with family and
careers as our mothers did before us in
environments more belligerent and confounding
than we can ever imagine. We have already
realized as daughters of Oriya women that we do
not have to “settle” for a marriage where it is
assumed that we can have a career, take care of
the house, and raise our children without
substantive contributions from our spouses.

People have told me that my standards for
marriage are too high and that [ must learn to
“adjust” my expectations. If my brother were to
say that he seeks a spouse who cooks well,
cleans well, and who will take good care of his
children, no one would dare question such
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standards. However, whenever [ have expressed
these very same sentiments, I have been told that
I must be wiiling to “adjust” such advice is
ambiguous. First of all, [ have never stated that [
would be unwilling to adjust or compromise in a
marriage. Secondly, I find it ironic that it is
essentially young women who are told to adjust
and compromise when women have been doing
so since the beginning of time. We have already
compromised our voices, our beliefs, our dreams
for far too long. As little girls we are told to keep
quiet, speak softly, do not laugh loud, be seen
but never heard. As young women we are
advised to “look pretty” and learn to cook in
order to find a decent husband? As mothers, we
are told that if we work, our families will be
neglected . However, if we stay at home, these
very same “advisors” (often other women) look
down on us. Messages such as these build up
subtly and snowball over the course of a lifetime
until we are convinced that we do not have
significant voices with anything worthwhile to
say. We come to believe that we must remain
silent, adjust and compromise to standards set
and followed by a patriarchal society which
refuses to nurture women while insisting that
they nurture all others.

When will the time come when we turn to our
sons and say, * You must adjust. You must help
with the housework and children. You must
contribute just as much to the maintenance of the

home and family as your wife does.”

Thinking back to my mother’s comment about a
book of her experiences, I find myself intensely
wishing that not only she but each and every
Oriya woman in the States would take on such a
project. While [ doubt that any bookstores will
see an onslaught of The Orfva Woman's
Experience in America on their shelves any time

soon, [ say to these women: tell us about your
experiences whether they be good or bad, write
about them, share them with us for we as your
daughters and sons not only want but also rneed
to know about thern. We must know where you
have been in order to see where we are going.

I have immense respect and appreciation for my
mother and all of the women of Orissa. They
have lived their lives with balance and harmony,
raised beautiful families, and contributed
infinitely to their communities They are
phenomenal women of a rare caliber and as their
husbands and children, we must thank them and
show them our love and support on a daily basis.
How can we do this? One of my favorite quotes
by P.J. O’'Rourke may help us find a starting
point: “Everyone wants to save the earth;
nobody wants to help Mom do the dishes.”

Sarita Misra is the daughter of Devi and Sarojini
Misra of Huntsville, AL.

——
AARKEYEN GRANITES

MANUFACTURERS OF FINE GRANITE MEMORIALS |
GRANITE SLABS AND FLOWER VASES

| Factory: SIPCOT Industrial Complex, Hosur, |
Tamil Nadu, India
Telephone: 043444-6606, Fax: 04344-6306

SALES AND MARKETING
ESSEN CONSULTANT SERVICES
16412 Leavenworth Circle, Omaha, NE68118
Telephone: (402) 330-2398, Fax: (402) 330-0238
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ALTERNATIVE INTEGRATION
Jyoti Mahapatra

When | entered college, among many
other changes, was an upgrade of my concept of
integration. Up until now it meant schooling
children together, and not fighting over whose
water fountain belonged to whom. But there |
was, eager to begin a new life, when the idea of
segregated dorm rooms buzzed throughout the
campus, quiet and unimposing but bold
nevertheless. The prospect seemed odd, out of
place. I thought to myself, haven't we gone over
this already?

I later learned that some of the
minority students were fed up with the
harassment, stares, and feelings of alienation
they {more often than I fathomed) had endured.
These students did not want the duty of
educating everyone around them, they were tired
of always being a lesson to ignorant people. It
was unfair, they cried, to have to endlessly prove
themselves; why was their brilliance in spite of
their color and not because of or with it?

Suddenly their ideas made sense and |
realized serious thought must go into such a
matter as supporting segregation. Surely I didn't
agree with it, right? But how could I not--who
was | to say that when whites declare it, go
ahead, but when minorities do, forget it, no way?

Drawing from my own experiences as
all humans are likely to do, [ thought about what
influence integration had on my life so far.
Initially, it brought me to a new continent, full of

as much opportunity as obstacles. Integration
had shown me that sometimes you had to go out
of your way to find people who are like you,
they don't always come to you or are easy to
spot. | learned that trying to look good to your
friends while obeying your family rarely
worked. Some values overlapped, and many
didn't. A close family could suffocate you and it
could surround you with tove when no one else
was there.

Only after 1 made the effort to look
good to myself was [ regarded the same by both
family and friends. As much as | may have tried
to hide it, my beauty stretched across my entire
world because | had become a little bit of each.

My love of and need for independence, respect,
and intellect was the product of all the people
around me, not just dad or my best friend.

Most importantly, integration brought
an appreciation by both my friends and family
for the other. Through me, each side
experienced the other, and in the end they were
no longer sides, one opposing the other. This
unity is what integration now means to me--two
groups, no tonger groups, indistinguishable from
each other once compassion is present. No one
should have to bear discrimination and no one is
worthy of sitting back and letting someone else
do ali the educating. Integration now takes the
form of another word in my mind--together.

Iyoti is the daughter of Dr. Sabyasachi and Amrita Mahapatra of Lincoln, NE.
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OUR CHILDREN

“YQUR CHILDREN ARE NOT YOUR CHILDREN, THEY ARE THE SONS AND DAUGHTERS OF
LIFE'S LONGING FOR ITSELF. THEY COME TROUGH YOU BUT NOT FROM YOU AND
THROUGH THEY ARE WITH YOU. YET THEY BELONG NOT TO YOU. YOU MAY GIVE THEM
YOUR LOVE BUT NOT YOUR THOUGHTS - FOR THEY HAVE THEIR OWN THOUGHTS. YOU
MAY HOUSE THEIR BODIES BUT NOT THEIR SOULS - FOR THEIR SOULS DWELL IN THE
HOUSE OF TOMORROW WHICH YOU CAN NOT VISIT, NOT EVEN IN YOUR DREAMS. YOU
MAY STRIVE TO BE LIKE THEM BUT SEEK NOT MAKE THEM LIKE YQU - FOR LIFE GOES
NOT BACKWARDS NOR CARRIES WITH YESTERDAY. YOU ARE THE BOWS FROM WHICH
YOUR CHILDREN AS LIVING ARROWS ARE SENT.”

KHALIL GIBRAN

{Submitted by Devi & Sarojini Misra, Huntsville, AL.)

g
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A LESSON FOR THE LIVING AND LOVING
Mukta Mohapatra

On March 19, [ went to Disneyland. This may
not seem particularly exciting, but it was to the
people [ accompanied. 1 went with CCS
(Crippled  Children’s Society). It is an
organization for disabled people of all ages. The
group that [ went with was over 15 years only. |
did not go for service points, or to impress
people with my kindness. I went because [
thought it would be fun.

On the bus ride over, a couple of the disabled
adults were commenting on the fact that they got
a discount because it was some kind of national
recognition of the disabled week. [ knew they
were kidding, but at the same time, I heard
bitterness in their voice. “If you bring a gimp,
you get a discount. Yeah, but that's only ‘cause
it's National Gimp Week.” T sat in the front
quietly as they made snide remarks about the
volunteers. “The only reason they’re here are to
get those service hours for their college
applications.” 1 began to feel the same bitterness
and frustration that they did as the day went on.

There was a point in my life, where [ might have
felt a sense of superiority over them. As the day
went on, however, 1 learned that 1 have
handicaps also. There were eight people in our
group including myself. Courtney has been
working at CCS for several years, Kelly and
David were in their twenties, Temeka, Randy,
Marieke, Dan and myself were all in our teens.
Temeka was in a wheelchair, and everyone else
had mental disorders. Everyone has virtues of
their own, and my group was no exception. Dan
caught on to the songs on the rides much quicker
than I did. Temeka was much more patient.
Kelly was grateful for everything. David was
fun-loving yet responsible. Where some people
might insult their friends, Randy and Marieke

were respectful of each other, and they were
very close.

All day, people would stare when we walked by.
At first [ felt self-conscious, then I felt angry.
After a while, [ noticed that no one else in my
group appeared particularly bothered. [ realized
that what other people thought didn’t really
matter. My opinion of myself was the only one
that mattered.

Dan was my buddy for the day. We were
supposed to keep an eye on each other. When we
were standing in line for Pirates of the
Caribbean, Dan was asking me questions, “Is it
dark in there? Is it scary? If [ get scared, will you
be there?” Dan and [ did sit together, and he
liked the ride. When we went on [t's g Small
World, 1 was impressed with the details of the
dolls, as [ tried to identify each country. Dan
spent the whole time admiring the bright biue
water. He made me wonder how obvious
something had to be before I noticed the beauty
in it.

That day at Disneyland, I learned a lot. Some
people think racist people are closed-minded, yet
these same people look down on people that are
in wheelchairs. We are 2ll handicapped in some
way, and we have no right to look down upon
another human being. Dan is so innocent, that
some people treat him as if he doesn’t know
what's really important in life. But Dan is happy.
[ had fun on this trip. I'm glad I went to
Disneyland with some people who turned out to
be good friends. May be we should all learn to
admire the bright blue water we are riding on
instead of labeling the dolls around us.

Mukta Mohapatra is 16 years old. She lives in Long Beach, CA.
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LIVING IN TWO WORLDS
Dave Dash

India has a culture that is very rich and
beautiful. America has a culture that is very
diverse and widespread. Neither culture can be
considered better than the other, nor can either
culture be left cut when [ am asked about my
background. [ may have limited knowledge of
both cultures, but [ know enough to respect both.

India's culture has been maintained for
thousands of years. It is probably one of the
oldest cultures that is still practiced. It has
beautiful dance, artwork and literature. It is the
birthplace for a strong religion that is practiced
by people worldwide. Another rich aspect of
India's culture is its languages. Sanskrit is the
root for numerous languages and is traceable to
Greek and Roman.

India has a beautiful culture, but we
must not let it cast a shadow over other cultures.
Another culture that has influence on me is the
American culture. This comparatively new
culture is a combination of mostly European
cultures, but it also has a lot of African and
Asian elements. Unlike Indian culture,
American culture is diverse. Due to this
diversity, Americans accept other ideas and
cultures easily. America has strong emphasis on
freedom and equality. Two things that make the
world a better place.

These two cultures have predominated
my life. Living in both cultures is an uphill
battle. So many pressures are on me. There are
three main pressures: friends; parents; and
myself.

My friends and other acquaintances are
my most influential pressures. They mostly
represent American society. They influence the
way [ talk and act around people.

The next most persuasive of my
pressures is my parents. They want me to
become more "Indian." In other words they
want me to have Indian friends, eat Indian food,
go to Indian parties, go to our temple and even
visit India.

The third pressure is my conscience.
Unfortunately, most of my life I tended to ignore
it. Now, I try to focus a little more attention to
what | think is right and how [ should live. 1
seem to take what | think is the best from both
the Indian and American cultures.
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Unfortunately, I did not have a good
balance of the two cultures. When | was a small
child, my largest influence was my parents, and
henceforth I was immersed in the [ndian culwre.
As | grew older and went to school and made
friends, I slowly had more American customs
introduced. [ felt that there was too large of a
difference between the two cultures and 1
seemed to act different arcund parents and
friends. This led to me to feel very bored around
my parents. | still feel this way, but it's not
uncommon to see parents and children not
getting along.

During this past school vyear, I
accumulated a great self-confidence in my self, [
mostly gained this because [ was studying the
Hindu religion. The religion helped me in
school and with friends, because it made me act
like myself and not fear anything. For the first
time, [ inadvertently brought in part of Indian
culture into my American "world." [ also didn't
feel afraid to share my Indian culture with my
friends. It made me feel good that Indian culture
was not so far away.

Although [ have opened up my mind to
both the Indian and American cuitures, my
parents' seem to stay with only indian culture.
They seem unwilling to compromise anything.
My argument is that they don't understand half
the culture and that they should open up their
minds. Now if [ do anything that doesn't parallel
with their views or ideas, it is considered
"American." 1 found that to be very general
since my parents have no idea about what the
American culture is except for the little bits that
they gotten from TV.

Probably the most depressing thing that
they do to me, is the way they act towards my
friends. My best friend who wanted to talk to
me had to go through a rude conversation with
my dad. The way [ found out was that later she
told me that my dad was very impolite on the
phone. My parents have no values on my
friends. 1 assume that they are not used to me
having my friends call me on the phone, and
they seem to overhear my conversations which
bothers me.

I assume the over-protection is the way
they are brought up. Even though they are rude
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to my friends, and I quarrel with them, [ try to
endure it. | also keep in mind, that I am at an
advantage by having knowledge of two cultures.
My parents only know one. Living in two
worlds is a continuous uphill battle, and | am far
from the peak. The best way I can ascend is to
bring the two worlds closer together and make
peace between them,

Edina, Minnesota,

MAY
Deepak Rohan Mishra

When children are out you know it's May
They play all day since daylight stays
Look out the window there are water guns
everywhere
There's a Super Soaker right over there
It's kind of late but still quite bright
It's 8:00 and not even night
Flowers are blooming
It's not gloomy
Trees are growing
Leaves aren't blowing
That's how you know it's May

Rochester, Minnesota.

AN UNTITLED PIECE
Pragya Mishra

Walking along the frothy shore, sand squishes
between tiny toes and shells prick at feet. The
sun shines down warmly, highlighting the white-
capped waves making a rainbow of deep colors.
A lone crab cautiously crawls to meet the fading
water, leaving dots of tiny foot-prints behind
him. A scagull dives to the surface, disappears
for an instant and comes up with a minnow. The
riumphant cry of the seagull fills the air
drowning out the roar of the waves....and a
stench of fish and salt lingers. The next wave
appears, licks the toes and goes back to its
home... the ocean.

Rochester, Minnesota.

THE FREE
Pragya Mishra

At last it is free, with no more ties to the earth.
[t will explore like never before...
Swaying with the wind,

Playing games with the clouds.

With a little breeze, it may even touch the sun.
We try to catch it, that bright red dot-

We had tried to hold on.

But the balloon is no longer ours
It has a mind of its own.

It is free at last

Rochester, Minnesota.

These four articles (Living in Two Worlds, An Untitled Piece, May and The Free) were
submitted as part of the essay/short-story/poem competition for the youths.
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THE FOUR SEASONS
Elora Pattanaik

Spring is the time
to plant the bulbs,
to enjoy the flowers,
and to hear the birds.

Summer is the time
to play outside,
to go to the beach,
and the countryside.

Fall is the time
to rake the leaves,
to harvest the crops
and to give thanks,

Winter is the time
to enjoy the holidays,
with friends and family,
and light and candles.

Elora, daughter of Lalit and Asima Pattanaik, is a 3rd grader at Birmingham, Alabama.

LIFE
Alok Dash

What is the true meaning of life?
Is it to be number one in school?
Is it to have the highest paying and most prestigious job?
Is it to be the most popular athlete, musician, actor, or actress in the world?
Is it to have the best clothes, cars, and the most money?
Is it to be the most beautiful person the world has ever seen?
Is it to pray twenty-four hours a day and carry out religious acts?

“Or” is it to live with love, happiness, and the determination to the best of
one’s ability without comparing ourselves to the others around us?

‘What is the meaning of life?

Alok Dash is a distinguished honors student in the freshman class of Pope John High School of Sparta, N.J.
He is the past president of his grammar school and an active member of High School Student Council.
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A FOREST, A FOREST
Abhisek Khandai

A forest, a forest,
it is nice to see.
A forest, a forest,
sloths, moths, and bees.

A forest with birds,
a forest with ants.
A forest with animals,
a forest with elephants.

A forest, a forest
with flowers and trees.
A forest, a forest,
for you and me.

Abhisek Khandai is a 3rd grade student.
Aurora, [L 60504

o il

DARKNESS OF THE NIGHT
Anand Dash

The eminent morning sun rises in the fire bleached sky.
The birds of night wait patiently for the black chilly night to come.
The lucid water from the mountains slowly trickles down,
splashing water on the dry parched earth,

The crisp and frigid air has yet to be pierced by the sounds of young birds crying of hunger.
The majestic trees are waiting anxiously for a refreshing bath of water from the rains.
The hawks screech into the misty moming cracking the silence that the night has left behind.
The time has arrived for the moon to embezzie the light the sun bestowed.

The time has arrived for the day to come to an end.

The sun that had risen so brilliantly in the bright moming sky will leisurely set into
the darkness of the night.

Anand Dash is a distinguished honors student in the Freshman Class of Pope John High School in Sparta,
NJI. He is a regular contributor to the literary magazine at his school.
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THE ESSENCE OF SPRING
Anulekha Mohanty

An Array of daisies,
swaying to the rhythm of the breeze,
they leave their fragrance,
across the meadows,
as a sign of their fresh bloom.

Yet in a distance,
one can hear the songs of the chirping birds,
sitting among the chartreuse color buds,
that wait to unveil.

While above, lies the sun,
pouring out it's magnificent rays to the coldness below,
bringing the sign of spring, to a land,
lost beneath the blanket of snow.

QCut in the fields, the wild flowers bloom,
bringing the butterflies to roam.
Now a new blanket has formed,
one of pleasures and happiness,

which will last
till once again,
when we are blanketed beneath the snow.

Anulekha is the daughter of Pradeep and Sujata Mohanty of Columbus, Ghio.

&

IT°’S ME
Nivedita Patel

I am the cloud
The moon always gets in front of
I am the moon that disappears
When the sun comes out
I am the sun that stops shining
When it starts raining
[ am the rain that stops
When the birds start singing
I am the bird that flies away
When it gets cold
[ am the cold that is going to remain
Till you come back into my life again

Nivedita Patel is an undergraduate student at Rutgers, the State University of NJ.
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NFL FOOTBALL ‘94 (7STH SEASON)

Swarup Misra

So you're surprised that you’ve made Super Bowl Fame,
Yet it wasn't easy winning that Championship Game.
Even before you won that division,

You thought that the players should have a decent revision.

You have prepared your team so they have nothing to work on,
But the team’s owner really wanted to sign Deion.
People say your schedule is so hard,

But NFL games aren’t game cards.

Do you worry much about San Diego?
Or pay more attention to San Francisco?
I"m tired of critics who start all these rumors that are nothing but lies,
You get so fed up that you feel like strangling the critic’s tie, but it's the NFL where you
have to deal with it.

Great piayers in the NFL kept this game going,
Old fans always kept cheering and roaring
Joe Montana, Joe Namath, Bart Starr, Len Dawson are a couple of quarterback,
And Calvin Hill, Larry Csonka, Jim Kiick and Marcus Allen are a couple of running backs.
Yet Vince Lombardi was the most inspiring of them all.

All the old uniforms brought back your heart ‘cause you thought those were nice,
I"d rather watch footbali than play Yahtzee with dice.

Swarup is a 7th grader, son of Ranganath and Suchismita Misra of Grand Blanc Michigan.
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TREES
Srotalina Nayak

Trees trees trees
all around,
Trees trees trees
Everywhere you see!

Trees trees trees
gives a lot of shade
and give oxygen too:

It help us breathe
and help us dance
Please plant a tree

don't take a chance.

Under these trees, are
roots roots roots
Roots brings water,
Sun gives light,
Pour some water to make tree bright.

Guess who is happy?

Everyone, He! Hal!

Srotalina, daughter of Sujata and Surya Nayak (Silver Spring, Maryland), is ten years old. Some of her
poems are well recognized by the American Academy if Poetry. Srotalina is also a good Kathak dancer
and learning Fold dance of Rajasthani Gharana. She won the 1995 best award in a dance competition

which was held in Washington, DC. She has also performed few “Live Television Programs™ in the
Metropolitan Washington, DC area.
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CALIFORNIA DREAMS
Amy Pradhan

Lights! Cameras! Makeup! Action!
['ve got to be there, see the latest attraction!

Los Angeles! Hollywood! Burbank and more!
I want to see them and have them right at my door!

[ could dine with the stars, live like a queen,
Even chat with Tim Allen and Mr. Charlie Sheen.

[ would become famous, own the shining spotlight.
Autographs at noon and parties at night.

People would love me, they’d bow at my feet,
Shower me with flowers, and other things sweet,

['d be honored and looked up to, wherever I'd go
I’ll have my own acting agent, my own TV show.

I know it's a dream, a fake fantasy.
Never to come true, not meant to be.

So, ['ll never partake in L.A., where the sun shines brighter,
I'll never become an actress, but may be I'll end up a writer!

{The dream.., and the Reality...)
Amy Pradhan is a 6th grader in high honor role. She primarily loves to write stories, poems and scripts for

plays. One of her script on Ancient Greece was enacted on stage in Palmer, MA. She is the daughter of
Asis and Jolly Pradhan of Palmer, MA.

Satya B. Shaw
1800-634-1742

Mutual Funds, Annuities,
Life, Health, Disability Insurance,
Education Funding, and Estate Plan

Address
2517 Chumley, Memphis, TN 38119
Phone (901) 763-3300
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........... tors & Pledges
for
ORISSA DEVELOPMENT

$15,000 or More
Dr. S. K. Dash

Dr. Dhiraj Panda

$3,000 or More
Dr. G. S. Tripathy

$1,000 or More

Mr. Manoranjan & Minati Pattanayak
Dr. Bhagabat Sahu
Dr. Hemanta Senapati

$500 or More
Dr. Nilambar & Anu Biswal

Note: This is a partial list. Many OSA members have made
direct contributions to their projects of choice in Orissa.
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DEVELOPMENT PROJECTS OF ORISSA
Debendra Nath Mishra

Orissa, the ancient land of Kalingas’ is famous for its
scenic beauty, hoary antiquity, abundant natural and
mineral resources, inhabited by hospitable people
with Lord-Jagannath, the lord of the universe as
symbotl of assimilation of all cultures, tribal, and non-
tribal, all religions, Buddhism, Hinduism and
Christianity and of all shades of thought is an unique
state in the Eastern part of India. Culturally
advanced and religiously ahead of others the state
symbolizes the principle of unity in the diversity of
India. But unfortunately the state is economically
backward with more than forty percent of its people
living below the poverty line and Bapuji, the father
of the nation was moved by observing the extreme
poverty of the people of the State and aptly
described it as the epitome of Indian poverty. If any
state in India requires eco-development at a faster
rate Orissa needs it the most - while drawing the
attention of the August audience here and esteemed
friends of Orissa residing in America who constitute
some of the best brains of mother India [ would like
to phase out my humble address into three stages. In
the first part 1 will briefly indicate the economic
profile of the state vis-a-vis the Indian scene. In the
second place it is imperative to indicate the
development projects which are under the pipe line in
Orissa in different sectors. In the last part [ will try
to indicate briefly the role which my esteemed
friends can play in making their mother land
prosperous and developed.

ECONOMIC PROFILE OF THE STATE

The economy of the state exhibits all the
characteristics of under development like growing
incidence of poverty, unemployment, low per-capital
income and  inadequate  development of
infrastructure.  Agriculture continues to be the
dominant factor in the state economy as more than 50
percent of the state income is derived from
agriculture and the sector provides employment to 64
per cent of the working force. Seventy percent of the
coastal area being rain-fed agriculture still continues
to be a gamble in the monsoon.

" DEMOGRAPHIC FEATURES
The population of the state as per the last census is

316.60 lakhs, which is 3.74 percent of the population
on [ndia. The land area of the state is 155.707 square

38

kilometers which is 4.74 percent of the land area of
the country. The decimal growth rate of population
is 20.06 percent during 1981-91 which is less than
the country as a whole. Density per sq. km. has
increased to 203 in 91 as against 169 per sq. km. in
1981. Urban population of Orissa is 13.38 percent as
against 25 percent in the country as a whole. The sex
ratio witnessed a fall from 98] to 971 females per
1000 males. The rate of literacy is 49.1 percent as a
whole as against 52 percent in the country. to
remaove illiteracy total literacy campaign has been |
taunched to achieve cent percent literacy by the end
of the century out of the total population of the state
38 percent of population belong to the schedule caste
and schedule tribes. What is shocking about the state
is the high rate of infant neonatality in the state as
compared to the country as whole.

EMPLOYMENT INCOME

As 86 percent of the people live in rural areas
agriculture and allied activities continue to be the
main source of employment for the majority of the
people. Sixty-four percent of the working population
depend on agriculure. Govemment has launched
variety of seif employment and wage employment
schemes to reduce the dependence on agriculture of
the 3.16 crores people near about main workers
constitute 32.78 percent as per the last census. The
cultivators constitute 14.53 percent, agricultural
laborers constitute 9.40 percent, house hold
industries one percent and the rest 8 percent are
employed in other activities, Unless our industries
are developed and tertiary sector is expanded our
dependence on agriculture will continue to be the
same. When 50 percent income is derived from
agriculture and 635 percent of the work force depends
on it, two important conclusions can be drawn from
it.  Unless the agricultural income increased by
modemizing agriculture we cannot increase the per
capita income of the state and secondly unless other
sectors like industry and tertiary sectors are
developed the state income will continue to be a
depressing one. What is more shocking is that
fluctuations in agricultural production due to
unfavorable weather conditions increase instability in
the growth of the state income. The economic
history of Orissa is nothing but occurrence of flood,
drought, cyclone and the consequent loss of income,
The per capita income of the state at 80-81 prices in
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92-93 was Rs. 1442 as against the national average of
Rs. 2239.

AGRICULTURE

Agricufture is the most important sector of the
econcmy of the state. More than 30 percent state
income is derived from agriculture as against the
national average of 30 percent. More than 64 percent
people are employed in agriculture. The rate of
growth of agricultural production is just little above 2
percent per annum as against the national average of
3.5 percent. Rice is grown roughly in seventy
percent of the cropped area and 70 percent of the
agricultural production is rice. This is shocking
because the price of rice and wheat do not yield more
of surplus to the rice growers. Developing
agricultural production by changing cropping patten
is essentiaily required to improve agricultural income
and as such the income of the state.

It is said that in the Koraput district of the State of
Orissa rice plant was first discovered in India. Orissa
has been the center for Central Rice Research
Institute but unfortunately the yield rate of rice is 13
quintal per hectare whereas the national average
comes 18 quintal per hectare by 92-93.

So far as consumption of fertilizer is concerned it is
only 21.1 Kg per hectare which is much lower than
the adjoining state of Andhra, West Bengal and
Bihar. They consume fertilizer per hectare 119 Gs,
90 Kg and 50 Kg, respectively.

[RRIGATION

Irrigation is essentially necessary for increased
agricultural production and for supplying wage
employment to the agricultural laborers throughout
the state,. Development of Irrigation constitute the
core policy of the Government. By the end of 92-93
total irrigation potential that has been created
amounts of 21.20 lakes hectares. This is roughly 37
percent of the net area sown, of the total irrigation
potential created major and medium irrigation
projects constitute near about 45 percent and the rest
is lift, minor and other sources of irrigation.

POWER

Orissa constitute to be a power deficit state. One of
the reasons for tower level of industrial production is
limited availability of power. As per Government
statistics in 92-93 the demand for power has 11151.5
million units and availability was 7316 units. Out of
this 5455 came from Hydro and Thermal Power
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Projects of the state and the rest was available from
central and public sector units like NALCO. For
rapid industrialization, general electrification and for
development of light industries, the Govt. is very
keen to complete the ongoing power projects and to
take up some new projects during the 8" plan. This
is a gigantic task and involves a total outlay of more
than 3000 crores, of rupees. Of late govt. is thinking
of inviting private sector to participate in the
production and generation of electricity.

INDUSTRY

Orissa is industrially a backward state of India, With
roughly 4 percent population of India it produces
only 2 percent of the industrial product of the county.
By 93-94, 271 large and medium sector industries
were set up with an investment of Rs. 1124 crores.
The economic emancipation of Orissa lies in the
establishment of small scale industries. By 92-93
near about 42,000 small scale units have been set up
in the state with an investment of approximately Rs.
600 crores. The new industrial policy of the Govt.
announced in the year 1992 offers attractive incentive
and provide marketing support to small scale units.
The private sector investment is very weak. Even
then two steel plants, one supported by MESCO
group and another Integrated Steel Plant supported
by foreign investors are coming up in the district of
Jajpur.

MINERALS

Orissa is famous for its mineral deposits. Nearly 19
percent of the total deposits of the minerals of the
country exist in Orissa. The important mineral
reserves include coal, chromite, iron ore, bauxite,
manganese and lead. These minerals offer greater
scope for mineral based industries. But their
exploration varies from 0.1 percent to 5.1 percent.
Low rate of exploration is due to low rate of
investment, lack of modemization and absence of
infrastructure facilities.

HEALTH AND FAMILY WELFARE

“Health for all by 2000 AD” has become the national
policy. To bring health care nearer to the people
health sub-centers have been propoesed with more
doctors and nurses for every 5000 people. To control
population explosion the efforts of the state
government is worthy in the sense that the rate of
growth of population in Crissa is lower in
comparison to the national average. Problem of
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malnutrition is one of the most important problem
which we are facing in our State particularly in the
tribal pockets despite the efforts of the Govt. in the
I.C.D.S. program. Special efforts are necessary to
accelerate this program.

EDUCATION

Education is the key to the economic development.
Without human resource development there can not
be higher economic development. this has been
mostly the experiences and the conclusions of
American economist. Therefore total literacy
campaign is in full force in the State. Vigorous
efforts are being made to check the drop-out of the
students from the schools particularly in tribal areas.
For providing higher education there are 615 colleges
functioning in the state with the intake capacity of 3
lakhs students. At present we have § engineering
colleges and one dozen engineering school with half
a dozen management institutes and centers catering
to technical education.

FOREST, FISHERY AND ANIMAL RESOURCES

Thirty percent of the geographical area of the state is
covered by the forest. National Forest Policy
prescribes that at least 33 percent of the land area
should be under the coverage of forests for ecological
balance. Conservation of forests, afforestation and
raising plantation are the programs which are being
taken to increase the forest resources of the State.

The State has got vast marine coastal land. Fishery
resources cover a coastline of 480 Kms and brackish
water area, of 590,944 hectares and inland water of
650,582 hectares. This is an important source of self-
employment to the people, similarly development of
the cattle population of Orissa is also a source of
higher income and employment.

SCIENCE AND TECHNOLOGY

Government has proposed an expenditure of Rs. |
crore for schemes like non-conventional source of

Energy, Scientific research - integrated rural
Engineering  Program and  development of
electronics.

WOMEN DEVELOPMENT

For the development of the weaker sections like
women who lack skill, literacy and education, Govt.
is trying to develop their skills and education and
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undertaking several welfare measures by establishing
one WOMEN DEVELOPMENT CORPORATION.

RURAL DEVELOPMENT

Rural development is the key to the economic
development of the state, programs, like IRDP,
ERRP, TRYSEM and JRY are underway with
million wells program and Indira Abas Yojana.
Special programs have been launched for the ST. and
SC population which constitute 22.2 and 16.21
percent of the total population respectively.

STRATEGY OF PLANNING

With this scenario of the State’s economy the 8" plan
which is currently under operation have the following
strategies and objective.

So far as strategy is concerned we want to be par
with the naticnal level in different sectors. This
would require massive investment. Roughly the per-
capita income being Rs. 1450/ - 90-91 at 80-81 price
the national per captia income being Rs. 1920/- to
close this gap would require an extra investment of
Rs. 40,000/~ crores.

The objective of the planned development in Orissa
has been to give priorities to schemes connected with
generation of resources and creation of assets,
completion of the on-going projects which contribute
to higher production and employment generation is
given first priority, secondly externally aided projects
linked with creation of assets and invelving central
assistance are fully funded to ensure their timely
implementation.

Thirdly the core sector programs like minimum needs
program, health for all by 2000 AD, total literacy
campaign and development of agricuiture and
industry are given importance. For the convenience
of analysis I have chosen the externally aided
projects where funding is provided by the Central
Government and outside agencies for discussion in
my paper. This is particularly relevant because more
international agencies are also involved in these
projects.

CO-CPERATION

AGRICULTURAL AND

DEPARTMENT

National Agricultural Extension project (NAEP} has
been in Crissa since 1984-85 with the objective of
providing continued assistance for reorganizing and
strengthening the agricultural farm extension
machinery of the state. Due to very slow progress
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the program has been extended up to another three
years i.e. by the end of 1992-1993. The proposed
outlay is near about 20 crores.

Training and Extension for women in agriculture in
Orissa: This project is being implemented from 88-89
with 100 percent assistance from DANIDA in four
districts of Orissa. The proposed outlay is 2.71
crores. The objective of the project is to increase the
yield of agriculture and horticulture produce by
impairing training to increase the skill of the small
and marginal farmers families.

National SEED PROJECT. Multistate National Seed
Project Phase [I1 has started with [.D.A. assistance in
1988-89. The Orissa component of the project is
estimated to cost Rs. 1.52 crores and will operate for
six years. The main objective of the projects to
reorganize the organization connected with storage
processing, testing and distribution of seeds.

INDO-DANISH WATER SHED PROJECT in
KORAPUT. This project has been started with
Danida’s assistance.

ENERGY DEPARTMENT UPPER INDRAVATI
HYDRO ELECTRIC PROJECT

This project is operating since June 1983 and was
started to be completed by 1992 which has not been
possible. The project will provide canal water in
KORAPUT district. The project is likely to be
completed soon.

IRRIGATION DEPARTMENT: UPPER KOLAB
IRRIGATION PROJECT

The project has been started as a state project since
1976 but started operation with O.E.CF. loan from
Govt. of Japan. the project will provide canal water
in KORAPUT district. The project is likely to be
completed soon.

FOREST DEPARTMENT

The SIDA assisted social Forestry project is in
operation in all the districts of the state. Since April
‘88 with the objective of tree plantation in and
around human habitation to meet the needs of fuel,
fodder, timber, fruits and to restore ecological
balance.
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ORISSA TRIBAL DEVELOPMENT PROJECT

The International Fund for Agricultural Development
(IFAD) assisted tribal Development Project of Orissa
in Koraput Block of KORAPUT district. It started in
May 1988 and will be implemented over a period of
14 years. The main object of the project is to
integrate the intensive development of the Tribes,
residing in the block. The total estimated cost of the
project 31.28 crores.

RURAL DRINKING WATER SUPPLY PROJECT

The project is operating since 1987-1988 in Cuttack
and Puri districts for the supply of safe drinking
water by the construction of tube-wells, minor water
supply scheme and rejuvenation of tube wells. The
overall project target is to provide 10,000 tube-welils
and 15 piped water supply schemes.

RURAL DEVELOPMENT PROJECT

This project has been started in the state with
assistance from U.K. the project is being
implemented over a period of five years with a total
financial outlay of Rs. 6555.41 lakhs. The physical
component of the project consists of construction of
10 Sub-centers, 12-L-H.U quarters. 3 P.H.Cs and 2
C.H.Cs along with staff quarters and the purchase of
vehicles. For the use by the project managers.

DEVELOPMENT OF GEM STONE RESOURCES
OF ORISSA

This UN.D.P. assisted project has come into
operation since Feb. ‘90. The project is proposed to
be constructed within an estimated cost of Rs. 2.29
lakhs in the district of Kalahandi, Bolangir,
Sambalpur, Dhenkanal and Phulbani with the
UN.D.P. assistance of Rs 2.1 lakhs in terms of
technical personnel. The objective of the project is
systematic exploration of gem stone resources of the
state and to export the stones to foreign countries for
earning foreign exchange.

PROJECT FOR SKILL DEVELOPMENT

With rapid Industrialization in the state the need for
crafts man would be much more than with 17 ITIS
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including 4 for women with a total intake capacity of
5000 students. Government of India have launched
vocational training project with World Bank
assistance. This project envisages establishment of
women ITIS. One related Instruction Center, one
basic training center and one Advance Vocational
Training System Unit for in service craftsman. The
total estimated project cost is more than Rs. 103
crores. The State Government will provide 50
percent of the total cost as State share,

Strengthening of Technical Education Project under
the World Bank Program for polytechnics. This is a
project founded by World Bank for capacity
expansion, quality improvement and for efficiently
improvement in polytechnics. Tow more new
Women Poly Technics are to be established.

PIPELINE PROJECTS

There are projects which have been
proposed to the Government of India at different
times for consideration and grant of suitable
assistance. Government of India has been requested
to consider these projects liberally keeping in view
the poverty of the state.

ROLE OF OUR FRIENDS

{a) While implementing these projects our
performance falls below our projected amount.
Sometimes, they attribute it to faulty implementation.
Implementation is the main problem. Qur friends,
technocrats and scientists can suggest how under
given constraint we can minimize our obstacles, and
improve our projected performance.

(b) Orissa has got more of physical capital but
so far as human capitai is concermed our

achievements vis-3-vis. The nation is far from
satisfactory. Unless we develop our human capital
we cannot develop our physical resources. Friends of
Orissa in America, | would request to lend your help
and co-operation in this regard.

(c) While implementing projects we have
dilemmas. To illustrate while implementing prawn
projects the question of environmental and ecological
degradation’s stand on the way. While expanding
our roads with World Bank assistance we cannot cut
trees because they will bring environmental disaster.
We are in difficulty. Laws of the land stand on the
way. What [ plead for is that our friends can make
some suggestions how to avoid the dilemma between
environment and development.

(d) Lastly it has been said that foreign capital
and investment which enrich China mostly, come
from the Chinese nonresidents. But so far as foreign
investment in case of India is concerned, the Indian
nonresidents do not respond as vigorously as the
Chinese. Unless our friends from India and Orissa
have a liberal attitude to develop Orissa we will lag
behind. [ therefore, plead in the same vein as our
Barrister Madhusudan Das, that we should at least
think for five minutes daily for the development of
Orissa, then we can do justice to our mother land.
Should 1 request our friends to follow his foot prints.

Rn. Debendra Nath Mishra, President
Rotary Club Of Cuttack Mid-Town

“PITRUSMRUTI”
FRIENDS COLONY, BAJRAKABIT ROAD
CUTTACK-753 00! ORISSA (INDIA)
PHONE; 615960 (R): 614789 {O)

9900 85th Ave. N.

Machine Corporatior

Mel J. Bahr
President & CEC

Maple Grove, MN 55369 Fax:

Tel: (612)-425-8808
{612)-493-88138
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NEED FOR QUALITY HEALTH CARE IN ORISSA
N. C. Panda

In 1946 the World Health Organization
{WHO) defined health as “a state, of complete physi-
cal, mental, and social well-being, and not merely the
absence of disease or infirmity”. But today, in the hi-
tech field of medicine the word well-being has no
meaning and there is no “well” man. If some one
thinks he is well, the doctors will tell him that he has
not been investigated completely and will be able to
detect some deviation from the normal. Normality
like beauty, is in the eye of the beholder. In New
England Journal of Medicine Dr. Fitzerald says, “We
can not fix everything, though we do something
marvelously well; nor can our patients no matter how
intelligent they are prevent ail diseases and death.”

This reminds of the pathetic story of one
my doctor friends, who retired after serving
Government of Orissa in a high position., He was
otherwise active, hardworking, and able to undertake
long tours, so on and se forth. Occasionally, he
could tell that he was not feeling well. He would feel
something unusual in his chest. He was thoroughly
investigated, at all bigger institutions in India and in
England but nothing tangible came out he was
declared fit. But he would complain off and on in
similar manner. Then doctors have a beautiful
hypothesis that mind runs the body and both are
inter-dependent. In other words they call it, “Psycho-
Somatic Relationship”., With this doctrine where
technology fails he again fixes that the disease of the
patient is due to psychological causes. True, it can be
but it did not help in my friends case. Practically he
was reconciled with assurances from all meaningful
circles. But alas one day he had a massive heart
attack and could not be saved. Now on analysis of
the case history several facts emerge. Has he any
mistake? Perhaps not. Has science failed to detect
his ailment? That is also not totally correct. Might
be there are limitations. There are many things
beyond the reach of the present day technology. Itis
now becoming very clear that most, if not all the
diseases that we are heir to have their origin in our
genesand, of course, they are being modified by our
environment. [t is, therefore, very difficult to blame
anyone or our lifestyle completely under any
circumstances. That is how study of genetics, gene-
technology and genetic engineering has gained its
importance in present day research and its
applications. Like any new invention it also gives
new rays of hope similar to rise of the morning sun
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which heralds end of the dark night and beginning of
a bright day.

Have [ in anyway become pessimistic while
analyzing the case history in the foregone paragraph?
The answer is no. [n medical practice, analysis of a
case history gives information which strengthens the
hands of a doctor in dealing with the future cases,
thus bringing in lot of optimism. Where wisdom
bestows, pessimism disappears and optimism pre-
vails. Actually there is a narrow margin of difference
between two philosophical out looks, like good and
bad, till one merges with the other through brilliant
ideas of wisdom.

However, one has to analyze betterment of
health prospects of millions of people of Orissa who
statistically form the majority and come under pre-
ventive and curable diseases. Those few diseases for
which cure has not yet been spelt out can certainly be
given relief and their life span extended.

Orissa has a total area of 1.55,707 sq. Kims.
with 30 districts, 50+ sub-divisions, 147+ Tahasils,
4386+ Gramapanchayats, 314+ Blocks and 50,972
villages. Total population of Orissa as per 1991 cen-
sus is 31,512,070 of which Males, Females are
15,979,904 and 15,532,166 respectively. Total num-
ber of people residing in villages come to 27,279,613
and that in urban areas is 4,232,455. It has been as-
certained that 44.7 percent people remain under pov-
erty level. The present statistics clears that majority
of people are rural based and agriculture is their main
profession and source of income.

Prior to the present health management sys-
tem which mainly developed during the British rule,
India and more so Orissa had traditional systems of
medicine like “Ayurved” “Unani” and several others.
In the later part of nineteenth century and thereatter,
due to scientific inventions through out the world the
present medical system developed. Regular syllabi
of medical curriculum were framed and respective
books were written, Medical schools, colleges and
advanced centers for medical research were estab-
lished mostly in urban areas. The present S5.C.B.
Medical College at Cuttack is an outcome of this en-
deavor. It started as a Medical School in 1875 and
thereafter was converted to a college in 1944, Sub-
sequently two more Medical Colleges were started in
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Orissa, one at Burla, Sambalpur (V.S.S. Medical
College) in 1959 and the other at Berhampur, Gan-
jam (M.K.C.G. Medical College) in 1961. The aim
of these centers were to educate students and gener-
ate doctors who would spread out in urban and rural
areas to render medical help. Initially due to less
number of doctors they mostly concentrated in urban
areas. However the main emphasis was on treatment
of patients who would come to medical centers, may
it be a dispensary in a village or bigger hospitals in
towns like those in Sub-Divisional Head Quarters,
District Head Quarters or hospitals attached to
Medical Colleges. Arrangements for indoor facilities
and for certain minimum operations were existing in
Sub-Divisional and District Head Quarter Hospitals.
On the other hand hospitals attached to Medical
Colleges had greater facilities in comparison to those
existing at Sub-Division and District Head Quarter
levels.

Subsequently, there was a radical change in
the concept of health care management system. [t
was conceived that better health care would be pro-
vided in case preventive aspect of diseases be under-
taken simultaneously to treatment. As a matter of
fact, most dreadful diseases like malaria, leprosy,
smallpox, tuberculosis, cholera, dysentery, ankylos-
tomiasis (hookworm infestation), etc. could be pre-
vented if adequate public health majors are under-
taken.

Considering the importance of prevention of
diseases along with treatment, the Bhor Committee
report was published in 1946. Depending on this
report, Primary Health Centers (PHC) were estab-
lished in Block levels in 1952, PHC locked after con-
troi of communicable diseases, maternal child health
program and school health scheme in addition to
treatment of attending patients in the hospital. In
subsequent years there were several other reports like
that of Maduliar Committee in 1961, Mukherjee
Committee in 1966, Kartarsing Committee in 1974
and Srivastav Committee in 1975. They all laid em-
phasis on Primary Health Care System and its
betterment. [t was realized that in order to provide
better health care and prevent communicable diseases
certain other aspects like public education, housing,
water supply, food and nutrition, sanitation etc.
should be simuitaneously improved. So an all out
integrated effort was lunched through various agen-
cies of Government. It was also realized that popu-
lation explosion should be controlled in order to
make all schemes successful and meaningful.
Accordingly, Family Welfare Program was

introduced at the Primary Health Center level. As
such, the Primary Health Centers became main level
of operation of Health Care System.  While
developing  Primary  Health  Care  System
improvements were simultaneously made in Sub-
Divisional and District Headquarter Hospitals. They
served as secondary and tertiary health care centers.
Ultimately Medical College Hospitals served as apex
centers and patients from all over the state are
referred here. Hence Medical College Hospitals have
to be adequately equipped to take the load of referral
cases. Accordingly, in addition to classicai
departments of Medicine, Surgery, Obstretic &
Gynecology, Eye & ENT, sub-specialty or super
specialty departments were created. To name a few
they are Neurosurgery, Plastic Surgery, Cardiology
and Cardiothoracic Surgery, Pediatrics, Neonatology
etc. In order to support treatment facilities, im-
provement of investigation procedures developed in
the departments of Pathology, Biochemistry, Radiol-
ogy etc. Non-invasive techniques like Ultrasound.
CT Scan, Magnetic Resonance also developed side
by side. Besides classical procedures improved com-
puterized sophisticated methods also came into op-
eration encompassing wider applications and better
information.

In spite of a stratified health care system from
Primary Health Center to apex level, newer problems
like cancer came up. Regional Cancer Centers were
developed by Government of India., There is one at
Cuttack. Acharya Harihar Cancer Center for
Research and Treatment. It was observed that when
patients come to this center, they have their disease in
advanced state. [t is told that early diagnosis is the
best treatment of cancer. Needle aspiration and cell
cytology are the best procedure for early diagnosis
which can be adopted in the field. This means
sophisticated procedure has to be adopted in the
Primary Health Center at the best at Sub-divisional or
District Headquarter level.

Specialists in this line with minimum
facilities have to be provided at the Primary Health
Center. Sub-divisional or District Headquarter levels.
It is only then cancer cases can be detected at the
early stage and treatment instituted forth with. The
number of cancer cases are so many that they cannot
be handled in cancer institutions alone. Hence
medical colleges have to be equipped for this purpose
simultaneously. Further more, treatment of cancer is
multidisciplinary. Surgery, Medicine, O & G, ENT
and Radiotherapy have to be developed paripassu for
early and effective treatment. Many discases can be
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conceived like cancer where sophistication has to be
carried to village level for better health care. They
are detection and treatment of Diabetes Mellitus, Eve
Care including cataract operations etc. The problem
is so vast that different agencies other than
Governmental system are involved for adequate
materialization of the schemes. In recent years non-
Governmental Organizations (NGOs) like that of
Rotary, Lions, Ramkrishna Mission, Saibaba Society
etc. are actively involved in implementation of some
of the Health Program.

Government of India and State Government
are also encouraging other NGOs for carrying out
some other health schemes in rural and tribal areas.

There has been improvement in economic
condition of people in the recent years. As such they
want fast diagnosis and treatment of the diseases.
Hence, for those who can afford, many diagnostic

centers and private nursing homes have come up.
The nursing homes are mostly for surgical purposes
and obstetric and gynecological management. Even
though diagnostic centers have come up, they are not
under one roof and are not governed by quality con-
trol program. This system has to be organized in a
more consolidated manner under one roof as far as
practicable with spick and span procedure with ap-
proved and accurate quality control parameters under
vuidance of specialized doctors. Similarly surgical
specialties which have developed in the Government
or Nursing home sectors in Orissa can not handle
coronary by-pass or transplant surgery. Though
technical know-how is available the infrastructure is
lacking. In order to provide wholesome quality
health care in Orissa it is worth exploring these as-
pects and working out the details to develop different
speciaities according to necessity.

Dr. N.C. Panda is the retired Director of Medical
Education & Training, Crissa.
Protessor Para
Bajrakabati Canal Road
Cuttack-753 003, Orissa
Ph: 610223, 610839
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ORISSA...AND ITS DEVELOPMENT:

WHY WE SHOULD CARE
Devi P. Misra

From the post-World War years until as recently
as the 1980's the world economy has been
dominated and shaped by the industrial G7 coun-
tries. India has always been regarded as a
“developing” country similar to the other “third
world” countries in Asia and Africa.

Step into the Nineties - the notion and concepts
have drastically changed. Forecasting the future
in 1991, Time Magazine described India as a
sleeping giant. By 1995, India is regarded along
with China as one of the foremost players and
participants in the global economy, even better
positioned than former Soviet Union and Eastern
European countries, no more shrugged off as an
underdeveloped country.

Under the astute leadership of present Indian
Government, specifically the Finance Minister,
liberalization of rules is being championed as a
means to facilitate the progress of the national
economy into the global arena in the 21st cen-
tury. Simultaneously, the central government is
giving enormous latitude and power to the state
governments to attract various industries and
plan their expansion.

In the wake of this massive industrialization of
the states, the whole of south, Maharashtra, Gu-
jarat, Haryana, Punjab and even West Bengal
have increased their stake with sheer dynamism
and vision. The states who are lagging way be-
hind include Bihar, UP, MP, Assam, Rajasthan,
and Orissa. In the last fifty years of post Inde-
pendence India only two capital projects were
developed in Orissa - Paradip Project and the
steel plant in Rourkela although Orissa is one of
the richest states with yet untapped mineral re-
sources. This is because the bureaucracies con-
trolled by the politicians perpetuate a corrupt
system of government and resist change. There
is no incentive for the private sector to prosper.

The annual state revenue of Orissa is spent
paying the salaries of the government
employees. The majority of the educated public
crave to be govemment employees. Once
employed, they think it is their birthright to hold
the position notwithstanding their performance.
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During their tenure in office, bureaucrats and
politicians are guided by the personal goai to
amass wealth at the expense of the public funds
that would carry them through not only their
own lifetime but that of their next two genera-
tions. There is no strategic long-range planning
or coordination for future project developments
in Orissa. Through the bureaucratic red tapes
and hurdles the government stifles incentive for
growth in the private sector.

When we try to define Orissa’s location or
existence even to people in India, we mention
with pride Jagannath Temple, Kcnarak and
Ashok's rule in Orissa, but that was way in the
past of Orissa’s glory. When we talk of our
cherished heritage and leaders, we can only think
of a few stalwarts like Gopabandhu, Madhusu-
dan, Radhanath, Mayadhar, Fakirmohan but
again that is in the past. We have not taken their
inspiration to forge ahead into the future.

The different avenues that can help OSA put
forward a futuristic outlook to envision Orissa
away from the agricultural backstage to the in-
dustrial forefront are as follows.

1. EDUCATION:

In the majority of instances in Orissa education
is undertaken without objectives and without
goal or result oriented planning. Because of lack
of basic education there is explosive population
growth leading to various socioeconomic strife,
disparity.

Many established OSA members in faculty posi-
tions at different universities could encourage
bright students (not necessarily relatives) from
Orissa for further studies here. They could ini-
tiate regular seminars and symposia on different
topics of interest at various universities in Orissa
in addition to encouraging basic and fundamen-
tal research in liaison with the faculty there.

A few cases in point. Dr, Tarapada Das has been
instrumental in having an array of Physics
Ph.D.s in this country now separately heading
physics chairs in different universities. Dr. Sura
Rath has almost single-handed (with few local



Journal of the Qrissa Society of Americas, July 1995

INDO-AMERICAN FRIENDSHIP FOUNDATION

A FRIENDSHIP FORCE FOR THE PROGRESS OF ORISSA
Subhas C. Mohapatra

Orissa is beset with numerous problems. It is
among the most backward states of India in all
fronts: education, economy, health care. Yet
Orissa is among the richest states when it comes
to natural resources. This is compounded by
Orissa's cultural base which inhibits rather than
promotes migration of Oriyas, especially in
business ventures, to other states for economic
upliftment. This is again a contradiction to
Orissa historical past when it was Oriyas who
sailed far and wide as \'Boita Puas\' in business
ventures. Thus, Orissa has a mixwre of glorious
past and ignominious present.

The Oriyas who trickled in to USA and Canada
in the fifties and sixties came with the above
legacy. After their arrival, among which I was
one, the Oriyas undertook two tasks without
much loss of time: a) Create an atmosphere
under which there will be greater influx of
Oriyas to the North American Continent and b}
Create an organization that will bind and blend
the Qriyas in the North American Continent in to
one large family. The success and failure of the
two undertakings can be debated depending on
the perspective under consideration, but there is
no doubt that we are enjoying the fruits of OSA
and its annuai convention because of the above
two.

As we the Oriyas continued to meet year after
year, a common theme began to emerge. This
theme is the need to expand the sphere of our
activities and efforts: helping Orissa rekindle its
glorious past to remove the prevailing darkness.
But the past mechanisms are not available to the
modern Orissans. Therefore every thing must be
started almost from the scratch, and this must be
done in the context of larger India rather than the
narrow interest of Orissa. This is where
unanimity disappeared and divergence set in.
What can be done? Who should do what? How
to foot the bill? When to do? Where to do?
Should the work be done independent of the
involvement of the people and government of
Orissa or in collaboration with them? What ever
we do, should it be targeted exclusively for
Orissa or should it include other regions of India
and our present home-country? Combine with all
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these the biggest question of all;
ACCOUNTABILITY! When it comes to
accountability, in my opinion, some of us have
an interesting trait. We demand accountability
from others but feel offended when others
demand accountability from us. Some also try to
amuse at the failure of each other as long as they
prosper as individuals, and when prosperity
somehow bypasses them, they do not hesitate to
pull the relatively prosperous one down.

JAA was born in 1988 against the above
backdrop. Its charter was drafted to make it
distinctly different from the standard nonprofit
{503c) organizations we are familiar with. 1t is
similarity to other organizations in that it has a
legally required board of directors. The
similarity ends there. Some of IAFF's unique
features are summarized below:

I. ORGANIZATION AND ADMINISTRATION

1. Nonprofit, nonpolitical, nonreligious.

2. Administered by the board of directors
(chaired by the president) with the help of a
board of advisors pooled from different
regions and different walks of life.

3. Conducts activities under different programs
and different projects under each program
(expanded further below),

4, No more than 15 days gap between
submission of proposals to the board of
advisors and advisors' decision. No more
than one month gap between project
approval and initiation, subject to the
promptness of the parties in Orissa.

5. No project is undertaken without legally
binding memorandum of agreement.

6. No provision for membership: This is to
avoid endless debate and defeat of the
minority idea(s) by the majority.

7. Accountability only to the donors,
regulatory government agencies and the
board of advisors. Thus, people with
curiosity and empty words (i.e. those who
only throw out ideas but are not available
for financial support or execution) are
meticulously kept out of IAFF.
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[I. FINANCE: [AFF's activities are funded
through tax-deductible donations. The donations
fall under two categories: General and
Designated.

General donations of any amount are received
from any one. Receipts are supplied for
donations exceeding $5.00. These funds are
deposited in an interest bearing account and used
for projects which will serve the general interest
of a large sector of population in Orissa or here
in USA.

Designated donations are accepted on a selected
basis. The person wishing to make a donation
must first submit a propesal along with the
budget outlay. The president of IAFF will review
the proposal to examine its compatibility with
IAFF's charter and objectives. If the proposal
meets this requirement, the [AFF will develop
operating procedures for approval by the donor.
After the donor approves the operating
procedures, he/she/they will be required to remit
the donation plus 6% {or $50.00, whichever is
less) service fee. This fund will be deposited in
an Interest bearing account of the IAFF. After
receiving the donation, the [AFF will
communicate with the designated beneficiary
and develop memorandum of agreement. The
donation money will be remitted to the
beneficiary after the memorandum of agreement
is signed by all concerned parties. if [AFF and
the beneficiary can not execute a memorandum
of agreement, the donation, along with the
service fee minus the actual expenses for
printing and postage etc., will be retumed to the
donor. If the interest of the donation is sufficient
to meet the postage and printing costs, etc., the
entire service fee will be returned.

[II. OBJECTIVES

1. Improve understanding of the people of
USA about India and vice versa. This will
be accomplished through cultural, scientific,
technological, and educational exchange
programs,

2. To generate and sustain interest on india in
the descendants of Indian immigrants to
USA and Canada.

3. To aid economic upliftment of various
regions of India. Activities are limited only
to Agriculture, Education and Health care
because at IAFF we believe that these are
the three most important components for the
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existence and functioning of a democratic
society. The above mentioned activities are
limited only to ultra-structure building, not
crisis management. For example, IAFF wiil
undertake projects that will help prevent
hunger, but will not attempt to feed the
hungry, Similarly, projects will be
undertaken to promote general health and
disease prevention, but will not attempt to
cure specific illness or disease. IAFF will
undertake projects to enhance the operation
and efficiency of existing educational
institutions and creation of institutions with
new educational concepts, but will not
participate in the creation of more number
of institutions of the types in existence,
Projects will be undertaken to educate
farmers in modemn agricultural technology
but not to solve specific agricultural
problems of specific farmers.

IV. MECHANISMS AND ACCOMPLISHMENTS
1. At present, IAFF carries out its activities
under three programs summarized below:

A. THE USA PROGRAM: This program is
dedicated to improve the understanding of the
people of USA about India. This is accomplished
by presenting seminars and lectures to schools,
church and civic groups on various aspects of
India, especially through comparison between
USA and I[ndia. A proposed activity is to send
high school seniors in their final year (i.e. before
entering college) as summer-apprentices to
various parts of India. Atterapts are underway to
secure corporate sponsorship of this project. In
addition, disaster relief contributions were sent
for California earthquake and Oklahoma City
bombing.

B. THE OSA PROGRAM: This program is
targeted for the welfare of the Orissans living in
the North American Continent. It is designated
as OSA program because priority will be given
to collaboration with the OSA in accomplishing
this objective, But activities will also be taken
independent of the OSA where deemed
necessary. For example, the interest-free student
loan to students who have come from Crissa for
graduate education in this country is independent
of OSA whereas the Subrina Biswal Prize in
Performing Arts is awarded in collaboration with
the OSA during its annual convention. A
$1,500.00 loan scholarship was awarded to Mr.
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L.N. Mohapatra, who is a Law student in the
Southern Iilinois University, Carbondale, IL.

C. THE ORISSA PROGRAM: Before describing
further details, it is germane to briefly discuss
the philosophy and history behind this program.
At the AFF, it is belicved that even though India
is considered as a developing country, many of
its states are rather very advanced and are in par
with many western-European countries with
respect to  econemy, technology, and
infrastructure. Thus, India's backward status
comes primarily, if not exclusively, from its
backward states such as those in the North-
eastern corner, Orissa, Bihar, UP and MP. It is
further believed at the IAFF that it is easier to
bring these states to a higher living standard with
less input and through the use of indigenous
technology as compared to further improving the
advanced states, which may involve not only the
"principle of minimal return", but will most
certainly involve importations of foreign
technology at the cost of scarce national
resources.

The above consideration was linked to the fact
that the NRIs of this country and Canada can
make major contributicns to the above objective
through their economic assistance, know-how
sharing, and project supervision, and establishing
governmental and non-governmental contacts
inside India. Discussion during a 5-year period
preceding the founding of IAFF showed that
there is considerable agreement among varied
groups of NRIs with respect to the above
analysis. A great deal of interest also emerged in
trying to get different things done. But the major
\'interest-killer\' was cynicism and skepticism.
Very few believed that any thing can be done
under the prevailing circumstances in India (i.e.
during the past decade when India saw political
and economic instability leading to depletion of
gold reserve). Further discussion showed that the
backward states of India would benefit from
almost any thing regardless of its nature, extent
and timing. It was also felt almost unanimously
that people who could be relied upon in getting
these things done should be those who have no
personal agenda. This is where I came into
picture. Friends and associates knew that [ was
an easily contented person without any personal
ambition or drive. Some of them also knew that
the extinction of the local India Association was
averted because several of us took personal

interest in creating a sound economic and
cultural base for the association. They also knew
that [ had a visible role in starting a soccer
leagues which is now the largest in the whole
USA in terms of number of participants and
capital outlay. Thus, there was frequent prodding
from various quarters for me to plunge into some
kind of undertaking. Thus, | became the
president of the [AFF.

Scon after becoming the president of the IAFF, it
became apparent to me that it would be futile to
undertake activities in various parts of India
without first examining to what extent IAFF can
play a role in India. I was fortunate to have many
private and governmental contacts in Orissa. If
projects could be completed successfully in
Orissa, it would be a matter of emulating this
success in other parts of India through people
who have similar contacts in their states. This
gave birth to the ORISSA PROGRAM. describe
here various projects etc.

CURRENT PROJECTS IN ORISSA/INDIA:
Journal grant to the Sambalpur University (third
year), Library grant to the Gopabandhu Women's
College, Athgarh (third year), Development
grant to the Sarankul College (second year),
Earthquake disaster relief for South India.

PROJECT UNDER NEGOTIATION: Computer
grant to the SCB Medical College Library.

PROPOSED PROJECTS: 1) Center for Women
Welfare - This project has been approved by the
board of advisors and has been awarded to the
Athgarh  Women’s  College.  Operating
procedures and memorandum of agreement are
under development. 2) CARES (Center for
Applied Research Education and Service) - This
center was opened at the QUAT (Orissa
University of Agriculture and Technology,
Bhubaneswar) in 1993. Projects have not been
initiated because of frequent administrative
turnover at the OUAT. Discussions are in
progress to initiate a lecture series on
EMERGING I[ISSUES. A farmer traming
program is also being contemplated.

For additional information on I[AFF and its
programs please send inquiries to TAFF, 1413
Boxwood lane, Apex, NC 27502, Tel: 919-362-
7653, Fax: 919-363-0238.
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REMEMBER ORISSA-DEAR BROTHERS AND SISTERS
Girija Bhusan Patnaik

Very recently a news items appeared in Oriya Newspapers. That was an appeal by the [nspectors
General of Police on behalf of a citizen of Guyana whose ancestors were Oriyas. The story goes somewhat

as follows:

That was early twentieth or late
Nineteenth century. People were taken as slaves
of British India to British Guyana. The easy
pray were children. A young lad from District of
Balasore lost his way and ultimately found his
place in Guyana. He had no way out but to settle
there. He did not know the address of his
parents or his village but noted dewn the name
of the village in his dairy. He died and some
how or other his son did not take any interest (or
had failed) to locate the village. Now is the turn
of his grandson, an affluent person. But he is
keen to search his roots. He is longing for
identification though this is the third generation.
He has searched the Diary and through the
Inspector general of Police wants to know if any
relation’ of him is stiil alive in the village and he
longs to come and meet them.

We, the people of Orissa, are happy to
go through the journal of the OSA and we would
like to congratlate the editor for beautiful
bridge building between the Oriyas remaining
abroad and their roots in Qrissa. That shows that
the Oriyas or their sons & daughters have not
lost their roots.

The OSA and its journal play the role of
a bridge. We are happy that the oriyas long to
remain in touch with the land of their origin, the
land of lofty ideals and carry it from generation
to generation. the flow continues and will
continue to grow in the future.

It is with pride we come to know that
Jagannath Culture is being propagated in USA
by the Oriyas in the USA Jagganath is not a
religion but a culture. Jagganath is claimed by
Adivasis, Hindus, Buddhist, Jains to be their
deity. Lord Jagganath wakes up to the songs of
Salabeg, a Muslim devotee, Guru Nanak, Sri
Chaitanya had paid visits to Him and the
Gurudwara of Cuttack, known as Dantun
Gurudwara of Cuttack and the Gadagadia Ghat
of Cuttack, where Sri Chaitanya have reported to
have rolled in the sand, stand as monuments of
their visits. It is also claimed that Jesus Christ
had visited Puri but this is yet to be
authenticated. However, all these indicate one

52

thing; That lord Jagganath transcends all barriers
and is the real lord of the Universe.

We are happy to know that the old
students of the Sriram Chandra Bhanja Medical
College remaining in USA met in December, 94
on the occasions of the Golden jubilee of the
college. The SCB Medical College Golden
Jubilee Committee made necessary arrangements
for it.

We are happy that the Principal of
Ravenshaw College, Cuttack and the Ravenshaw
College Old Boys Association are making
arrangements for a conference of the Old
Ravenshavians and the Conference was
scheduled to be held in the month of December,
94, They intend to invite the Ravenshavians in
India & abroad for the purpose.

The Viswa Oriya Sammilani is also
planning to have its second-conference in
December, 94, Justice Harthar Mahapatra had
planned for a conference of the overseas oriyas
for the economic & Cultural development of
Orissa. But it has got a set back due to his
serious iliness. But the speaker of the Orissa
Legislative Assembly, Sri Judhistir Das, is
planning for such a conference.

The Universe, is in touch with all these
organizations and will be happy if oriyas
remaining abroad drop a line intimating their
visit to Orissa and the Universe will be happy to
arrange a get together for them, It will be more
like a family reunion and we will be happy to
know of the visit of the friends at least a month
ahead.

You, brothers & sisters, are precious
jewels of our state. Circumstances have forced
you friends to remain outside, but you are in the
hearts of our people and please do not forget
them.

Kindly ponder what you can do for
ORISSA and what Orissa can do for you.

The Universe,

Maitree Sarani, Cuttack-753001, Orissa.
Tele: 601836/601633
Gram: CULTURE
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PROPOSED

“FAKIR MOHAN UNIVERSITY”
Sri Rabindra Mohan Das

The determination and single minded
devotion of Vyasa Kabi Fakir Mohan Senapati
for preservation of Oriya language, had saved it
from near extinction, when Bengali language
was going to replace the mother tongue of
Oriyas. His efforts have greatly contributed to
the formulation of the new State of Orissa.

Unfortunately, we the Oriyas have not yet
done much to commemorate the sacred memory
of the Vyasakabi,

The elites of Balasore Town, under the
banner of Education Foundation - a registered
Society - have been endeavoring since 1970 for
the establishment of a University to be named
after “FAKIRMOHAN,” just like West Bengal
Government's  establishment of “ISWAR
CHANDRA VIDYA SAGAR UNIVERSITY” at
Midnapur.

The University Grants Commission has
already recommended to establish a new
University at Balasore in order to arrest the
further deterioration of higher Education in
Orissa, as Utkal University has been over
burdened with a very large number of graduate
colleges.

In order to facilitate this process, the
Education Foundation has already constructed a
Four-storeyed massive building at Vyasa Vihar
on the National Highway No. 5.

ABOQUT THE AUTHOR:

The entire project of building construction
in all respects will cost five crores of rupees at
present. The Education Foundation is engaged
in raising funds for the purpose in a financially
backward area, such as ours.

The proof and Experiment Establishment,
Interim Test Range (ITR) and Indian Space
Research Organization (ISRO) at Chandipur
Balasore, have also expressed their inclination to
help in the research of high order when the
University is established.

The people of Balasore have been elated to
learn that “Orissa Society of Americas” at their
Jubilee convention of 1994, have taken keen
interests for honoring Vyasakabi by demanding
“Fakir Mohan University” at Vyasa Kabi's birth
place. The people of Orissa will be highly
grateful to Oriyas in America for their suuport
and help for this massive project.

When established, this University will help
the meritoricus students of Orissa to get greater
scope for developing their talents in Science,
Technology and other useful and necessary
faculties.

The people of Balasore look forward to the
next Convention of the “Orissa Society of
Americas” in July 1995 for a positive action in
the matter of establishment of “FAKIR MOHAN
UNIVERSITY” at the birth place of Vyasa Kabi.

The author is the former leader of the opposition in Orissa Assembly and is presently, Secretary of
Education Foundation, Balasore and President of University Action Committee of Balasore. Heis a
renowned Freedom Fighter of Orissa; a staunch Gandhian; Chairman of Balasore Zilla Vikash Parisad;
President of Balasore Seva Sangha, President of District Khadi and Gramodyog Sangh; President Mahatma
Gandhi Vichar Manch. Bhadrak, President Gandhi Seva Sangha Kanya Shrama; a trade unionist in
undivided Bengal; President Jnana Vigyana Sanstha, Balasore.
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ORNET
Subrat Mohapatra

Ornet is a list of ORISSAN's over the world. The
articles and discussions are mainly pertaining to
our motherland (CRISSA), our probiems,
solutions, News etc.

This medium consist of professional gentlemen
and women of all ages. So please be considerate
in your type of posting. Usage of slangs is never
appreciated.

A request to post your own constructive original
articles. Please DO NOT use this medium for
any kind of personal conflict or
misunderstanding.

IF YOU ARE A NEW MEMBER TO ORNET,
PLEASE COME FORWARD TO INTRODUCE
YOURSELF WITH YOUR NAME,
BACKGROUND AND YOUR ORIGIN IN
ORISSA THAT WAY WE COME TO KNOW
EACH OTHER.

ABOUT ORNET LISTSERV

It works at ¢s.columbia.edu as any other listserv.
The process is automatic and does not require
anyone intervention.

TO SEND TO ALL MEMBERS OF ORNET

send your mail to ornet@cs.columbia.edu and
your article get distributed to everyone.

TO ADD A MEMBER TO THE ORNET
DISTRIBUTION LIST

Please inform the new would be member to send
a mail from his account to listserv@
¢s.columbia.edu and on the body of the message
(not the subject) add one line:

SUBSCRIBE ORNET your name
i.e.

To: listserv@cs.columbia.edu
Subject:

cc

SUBSCRIBE ORNET Subrat Mohapatra

Remember only the email address where he is
sending the mail will get appended to the omet
list,

RS R R R RS2 2 S R E R R R L2 R SRR R R R R L L T

FOR ADD/DELETE PLEASE MAIL TO
listserv(@cs.columbia.edu

NOT omet@cs.columbia.edu

T R P e L LTI I
TO SEE THE LIST OF RECIPIENTS OF
ORNET

send mail to
listserv@cs.columbia.edu
and on the body page add one line

RECIPIENTS ORNET

There are a lot of other things you can browse
about ornet.

TO GET A SET OF AUTOMATIC
COMMANDS LIST

send mail to
listserv@cs.columbia.edu
and on the body page add one line

HELP

The list of help commands are: from listserv
reply.

Everything appearing in [] below is optional;
everything appearing in <> is mandatory.
Recognized requests are:

help {topic]
Without arguments, this file. Otherwise get

specific information on the selected topic. Topics
may also refer to requests.

<lj <option> <vi >
Without the optional arguments, get a list of all

current settings for the specified list. Otherwise
change the option to the new value for that list.
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<list> < >
The only way to subscribe to a list.
bscribe <list> (or: signoff <list>
Remove yourself from the specified list.
<list> {or; review <li

Get a list of all people subscribed in the specified
list.

inf ion <list>
Get information about the specified list.
<list> iber

Get a list of subscribers along with the number
of messages each one of them has sent to the
specified.Jist. If the optional email addresses are
given, then statistics will be collected for these
users only.

Get a list of mailing lists that are served by this
server.

-tg- iv w

Get a list of files in the selected archive, or the
master archive if no archive was specified.

< v -t~ > <fjle>

{/password] {parts]

Get the requested file from the specified archive.
Certain subparts may be obtained by specifying
them as optional arguments.

release

Get information about the current release of this
listserv system.

whidl

Get a listing of mailing lists to which you have
subscribed.

The requests below are list owner specific:
<list> <password>
Obtain all reports about the specified list.
it <list> <password> <
Obtain the specified file for editing.
<]i < word=> < >
Manipulate addresses and change system files.
ve <list> < word> <tag>
Approve the message identified by the tag
number for posting to the specified moderated
list.
> <tap>

<list> <passw

Discard the message identified by the tag
number sent to the specified moderated list.
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RCgIE qov o 6 eoeniBerened

@ dIgeR° QAN AQR SRQIAY° QRS
W SRS Sich gRa AP Jeoqese!
caqien gicl cge aeaid] aegean ot

Neither I crave for a kingdom, nor for gold, rubies, and wealth.
I do not pray for the most beautiful woman coveted by all.
Your leela is sung in every age by Shiva Shankar.

Oh Lord, the master of the universe, appear in my vision.

RORE 0g 9. QIF AP, £ Ag. Jaosh A, 69 A
2685 AR |
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ORISSA: YESTERDAY, TODAY AND TOMORROW
Lalit Mansingh, IFS

The 25th Anniversary of the Orissa Society of
Americas is a very special occasion and an
important milestone in the Society's history.
This is evident not only from the unusually large
gathering of the Overseas Oriya Community but
also the galaxy of dignitaries and outstanding
sons and daughters of Orissa present here, led by
Hon. Shri K. P. Singh Deo. It is an occasion for
deep introspection and self analysis, so that we
discover where Orissa and Oriyas stand on the
eve of the 21st Century.

I have chosen to speak on a topic which is as
sweeping as it is challenging: Orissa Yesterday,
Today and Tomorrow.

History unlike light does not proceed in a
straight line. Orissa's chequered history had its
ups and downs - from the heights of glory to the
depths of defeat and despair.

From the mist of Indian antiquity emerges a
great kingdom called Kalinga. In the
Mahabharata war we see the King of Kalinga
entering Kurukshetra with a formidable
formation of war-elephants, to fight on the side
of Duryodhana. Unfortunately, for Kalinga, it
was not the winning side.

A more spectacular defeat awaited Kalinga in the
3rd Century BC when the Mauryan Emperor
Ashoka decided to conquer a territory he has
described as Avijta i.e. previously unconquered.
The Emperor paid tribute to the bravery, and
recklessness, of the defenders: 100,000 soldiers
killed: 150,000 taken as prisoners of war.
Ashoka renounced war, became a Buddhist and
used Kalinga as a base for his missionary
activities overseas.

Two hundred years later Emperor Kharavela
appears on the scene. He conquered large tracts
of territory in the South and the North, including
Ashoka's Magadha. He relished his victory by
making his elephants and horses drink from the
River Ganga.

We skip a few centuries and find the
Sailodbhava dynasty ruling Orissa from the 6th
to the 8th Century AD From the ports spanning
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the Eastern seaboard, merchants from Orissa
reached distant destinations in Sri Lanka, Burma,
Thailand, fava, Bali, Sumatra, Borneo, Malaya
and Cambodia. Historians point to the links
between the Sailodbhabas of Orissa and the
Sailendras of South East Asia, the builders and
patrons of the great temples of Borobudur and
Ankor Wat- The rituals of Balijatra and Khuduru
Kuni Osa in Orissa today remind us of a great
maritime past.

The Golden Age of Orissa came with the Ganga
Dynasty which ruled from the lith to 14th
Centuries. The great tempies of Puri,
Bhubaneswar and Konarka were erected during
this period. Orissa remained a strong, powerful
and independent Kingdom, even while the
neighbouring States fell victim, one by one, to
the conquest of Muslim invaders. In 1568,
Orissa became the last Hindu Kingdom in [ndia
to lose its independence.

According to historians, the next three hundred
years constitute the Darkest Period of Orissa's
history - a period of continuous slide into
decline. Repeatedly exploited and plundered by
invaders, Orissa became the hapless victim of the
power struggle between the Muslims, the
Marathas and the British.

By the beginning of the 20th Century, Orissa
existed only as a geographic expression. Oriyas
lived as aliens in three different British
provinces: Bengal, Bihar and Madras. Worse
still, Oriya culture was under threat and the
Oriya language was almost extinguished as
powerful groups conspired to declare it as a
dialect of Bengali.

It is appropriate on this occasion, to pay tribute
to our great leaders who stbbornly fought for
Orissa and saved her from oblivion. Special
mention may be made of three of Orissa's
founding fathers: Barrister Madhusudan Das,
Maharaja Shree Ram Chandra Bhanj Deo of
Mayurbhan) and Maharaja Krishna Chandra
Gajapati of Parlakemidi. Madhusudan Das was
undoubtedly the greatest among them. He was
the first Oriya graduate, the first Oriya advocate,
the first Oriya to join the Viceroy's Council and
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the first Oriva Minister, Through the Utkal
Sammilani founded in {903, Madhusudan Das
waged a struggle for more than three decades to
achieve the cultural revival and political
unification of Qrissa. To those who now take
Orissa for granted, it is worth reminding that
Orissa became a separate province only in 1936
and attained its present geographical form only
in 1949, The British certainly had a sense of
humour in creating Orissa on 1 April 1936.

[ have so far attempted to present, in a capsule
the Orissa of yesterday: from the pinnacle of its
glory under the Chedis, the Sailodbhavas, and
the Gangas to the depth of its degradation under
the Muslims, the Marathas and the British.

Let us now turn the focus from the past to the
present,

An assessment of Orissa should rightly begin
with an inventory of its physical assets. It has an
area Of 60,000 square miles, slightly larger than
Florida. 40% of this is said to be covered with
forests. The Eastern.coastal beit of Orissa has
rich alluvial soil and the abundance of water.
According to the National Commission on
Agriculture, Orissa, with 4% of India's
geographical area has 10% of the country's water
resources. The Western region is endowed with
extensive mineral resources. Orissa has one of
the world's largest deposits of coal, iron ore,
bauxite, dolomite, limestone, manganese and
graphite. It has nearly 20% of India's total
mineral resources, including 98% of chromite,
70% of bauxite, 33% of graphite and 26% of
iron ore.

The Chilika lake, with 450 square miles of
shallow back waters, combined with an extended
coastline of 500 kms. on the Bay of Bengal make
Orissa a treasure house of marine resources.

It would be logical to assume from this
impressive inventory that Orissa must be one of
the most prosperous States of India.
Unfortunately, the reality is quite the contrary. In
the mid-19th Century, British administrators
described the Orissa region as the most
backward area of the Bengal Presidency. One
Hundred and Fifty Years later, Orissa retains the
unhappy distinction of remaining the most
backward province of India. Per capita income
in Qrissa in 1989-90 was Rs.1557, which is 50%
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of the per capita income of States like Punjab,
Maharashtra and Haryana. According to a
staternent made in the Indian Parliament on 20th
December 1993 by Mr. Giridhar Gomango,
Minister of State for Planning, 55.61% of Orissa
is below the poverty line, making it the Poorest
State in India. In other words, while the rest of
India has forged ahead, Orissa has remained at
the bottom of the pile.

The development of human resources reveals a
mixed record. The progress of education in the
State has been a redeeming feature. Orissa did
not have a University until 1943.  Utkal
University was established that year with 115
colleges and 300 High schools. Today, the State
boasts of 5 Universities, 3 medical colleges, 6
Engineering and Technical Colleges and over
300,000 students. Nevertheless, literacy in
Orissa is one of the [owest in India. It is 48.5%
compared to the Indian average of 52.2%.
Female literacy is only 34%. Among the tribals
in Orissa, who constitute 20% of the population,
literacy is as low as 2%. Infant mortality in
Orissa is 122 per thousand, among the highest in
the country. It reaches almost 150 per thousand
among the tribal population. The national
average is 80 per 1000.

The growth of infrastructure has been slow and
inadequate. Orissa has only 122 kms. of surface
roads per 1000 square kms. of area, compared to
the national average of 269 kms. Only 15% of
Orissa's villages are connected by all-weather
roads, compared to 41% at atl-India level.

Orissa, which was power surplus until 1982 has
been suffering a power famine since then.
Power is currently imported from far-away
Chukha in Bhutan and neighbouring Farakka in
West Bengal. Power availability in Orissa today
is 721 MWSs against a total demand of 1271
MWs, a deficit of over 43%. Current projections
forecast a deficit of 22% even by the turn of the
century.

The history of industries in Orissa is even more
revealing. Madhusudan Das is regarded as the
pioneer of industry in Orissa. Around 1885, he
established the Orissa Art Wares to revive the
traditional arts and crafts of Orissa, especially
gold and sliver filigree. Thai was followed in
1897 by Utkal Tannery which was set up to
process local hides and skins and produce shoes,
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bags and other finished products. Madhu Babu
was a great visionary, but a less than a brilliant
business manager. His two ventures were
commercial disasters, forcing him into
bankruptcy in his declining years.

From 1885 to 1947, Orissa had only 2 industries,
a paper mill and a cotton mill. By 1962, after
two Five Year Plans, there were around 15
industries including the Public Sector Rourkela
Stee] Plant. By 1993, some 300 large and
medium industries had been established. These
may be statistically impressive but Orissa’s place
in the industrial map of India is still
insignificant.

A simple fact will illustrate the industrial
backwardness of Orissa. Per capita output in the
industrial sector is less than Rs.1000 in Orissa,
compared to Rs.2000 at all India level. The
figures for progressive states like Maharashtra,
Gujarat and Punjab range between Rs.4000 and
Rs.4500.

The question we should all ask ourselves today
is: Why is Orissa poor?

[t has been fashionable among our intellectuals
to ascribe the backwardness of Orissa to
exploitation by outsiders.  Orissa's decline
following the death of Mukunda Deva in 1568,
was blamed, in varying degrees, on the Muslims,
the Marathas, the Tamils, Telegus, Biharis and
Bengalis. Orissa, however, has been under
Oriya administration for nearly sixty years. I
wonder if this has brought much cheer and joy to
the commeon people.

The recollections of past glories cannot erase the
misery of the present. It is a matter of national
shame that }2.5% of Orissa's population do not
get two meals a day; that children are reported to
be sold by starving parents in Kalahandi; that
young girls from tribal areas are flocking to
Delhi and elsewhere to seek employment as
domestic servants,

Most of the statistics 1 have quoted are those
published by the Government of Orissa. If I
have drawn a pessimistic and bleak picture of
Orissa today, it is not to minimise the
considerable improvements which have taken
place in many walks of life. The intention is not
to point accusing fingers at any one or find a
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scapegoat but to provoke a collective rubbing of
minds to discover why Orissa suffers from
poverty in plenitude. Only then can we find
ways to expedite the pace of change in the
future.

What then is the outlock for the future?

I would like to present two alternative scenarios:
a nightmare and a dream.

First, the nightmare. I would like you to imagine
Orissa twenty years from now. The population
will have doubled from the present level of 30
million to approximately 60 million., Curtack
and Bhubaneswar will merge and become one
urban area. Congested roads lack of drainage
and sanitation, and pollution will transform
Cuttack-Bhubaneswar into the worst urban slum
in India. The story will be repeated in cities and
towns all over Orissa. The forest cover wiil be
reduced from 40% to a mere 10%: thanks to the
combined greed of contractors, bureaucrats and
local leaders. The magnificent wild life of
Orissa, including the tigers, cheetahs, elephants,
crocodiles and turtles will face extinction.
Urban and industrial wastes will be drained into
the rivers and the sea. The beaches will became
filthy and unhygenic. The Chilika lake will lose
its unique ecological character. Much of it will
be reclaimed for human habitation; the rest of
the lake will be turned into a large aquacultural
pond for breeding prawns and fish.

Modernisation will come with a vengeance into
Orissa.  Bars, casinos, night clubs, video-
pariours and discotheques will be common
features of the urban landscape. Lawlessness
will increase and criminal elements will become
powerful through political connections. For the
masses of people life will be nasty, brutish and
short; for the elite, it will be insecure and full of
stress.

This is a pretty grim picture, and many of you
may be inclined to dismiss this as the product of
the fertile imagination of the son of a poet. | beg
to submit that this is no flight of fancy on my
part. Much of what I have described is already
taking place.

While official statistics claim that 40% of
Orissa's land area is covered with forests, the
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latest remote sensings show that the forest cover
is no more than 19%.

Two other illustrations will suffice to remind us
how close we are to disaster.

The first relates to Talcher, situated in the heart
of the industrial complex of Orissa. When I
visited Talcher some ten years ago, [ could not
believe the surrealistic landscape which greeted
me. As far as the eye could see, everything was
covered under thick layers of gray ash spewed
by the thermal power station and other industries
in Talcher. It looked to me like the aftermath of
a nuclear accident. 1 shudder to think what
Taicher looks like today, after the addition of the
NALCO Aluminium Smelter and the new Super
Thermal Power Station.

As for Chilika. Few can resist being carried
away by Radhanath Ray's poctic tribute to
Chilika: Utkala Kamala Bilasa Dirghika/Marala
Malini Nilambu Chilika. At the present rate of
encroachment and pollution, Chilika will not
remain either Marala-Malini or Nilambu.

Let us turn away from this harsh depiction of
reality to my dream of the Orissa of the future.
In this scenario, there is orderly economic
growth. The mineral rich western region is
earmarked for industrial development, with
stringent protection of the environment. A series
of super thermal power stations, based on
Qrissa's enormous reserves of coal, convert
Orissa into the powerhouse of India's Eastemn
region. With an abundance of power and
mineral resources, Western Orissa develops as
an advanced industrial region, specialising in
metallurgy, heavy equipment and a host of major
manufacturing industries. All this is achieved
without degrading the environment or disturbing
the balance of nature.

In the rich, fertile eastern seaboard there is
emphasis on tourism, agriculture, electronics,
agro-industries, aquaculture and small scale
industries.  The traditional arts and crafis
flourish throughout the State. Famous fashion
houses and interior designers use Orissa's
handloom and handicrafis in their creations.

Urban planning ensures the orderly growth of
cities. Wide and well maintained roads provide
easy access to all parts of Crissa. The forest and
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tribal areas are preserved as a part of India's
precious natural heritage. Tourists come in the
millions not only to admire the ancient
monuments but to absorb the immense natural
beauty of the forests, mountains, lakes and
beaches. The ports of Orissa become active
again, carrying cargo from the eastern region of
India to farthest destinations.

To avoid the nightmare and fulfill the dream is
the greatest challenge facing the leadership in
Orissa today.

Crissa has traditionally suffered from an
impediment, which [ may describe as the, Orissa
Time Cycle. This represents the period Orissa
has taken to catch up with the rest of India.
Historically, there has been a 50-60 year time
lag. (It is interesting to note that even the
Mughals and the British occupied Orissa fifty to
sixty years after they had established their
presence in the rest of the country!)
Industrialization took place in most parts of India
in the early years after independence whereas the
process seems to be starting in Orissa today.

The Orissa Time Cycle needs to be broken and
Orissa must join the mainstream at an
accelerated pace. With the liberalization and
restructuring of the nation's economy in the past
few years, India is poised for a great leap
forward. Orissa must not miss her date with
destiny this time.

Oriyas overseas have made their mark in diverse
professionat fields not only in the United States
and Canada, but all over the globe. The
stereotype of the shy, immobile, homesick, Criya
is now a figment of the past. In the course of my
assignments abroad, [ have been pleasantly
surprised to discover Oriyas in the most uniikely
places: from the deserts of Arabia to the darkest
corners of Africa. Most recently I have met
them in Nigeria, the I[vory Coast and even the
tiny Benin Republic.

[ firmly believe that Non-Resident Oriyas have
an important responsibility in the shaping of the
Orissa of tomorrow. Their experience of the
new frontiers of science and technology and
their exposure to the forces of international trade
and commerce will be of inestimabie value if
Orissa has to leap-frog into the 21 Century.
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[ believe the time has come for Crissa to adopt
an external policy. Authorities in Orissa must
seek out new markets for Orissa's products and
attract investments from abroad. Non-resident
Oriyas will have a significant role in this regard.

I have therefore the following suggestions to
make for OSA:

(i) the creation of a Small Standing Group within
OSA to prepare a socioeconomic data- base on
Orissa and identify areas in which overseas
Oriyas can make significant contributions.

(ii) the formation of two other broad groups: (a)
to survey and identify the projects in which
Overseas Oriyas can invest and, (b) to identify
socio-cultural Non- Government Qrganizations
(NGOS) for making effective use of charities in
donations from Overseas Oriyas. [am confident
that these groups will, render a most valuable
service to hundreds of overseas Oriyas all over
the world.

Three major areas come to mind where non-
resident Oriyas will have a natural advantage:
First: Hi-tech industries and services; Second,
Exports, and Third, Tourism,

Oriya professionals in Europe and North
America have distinguished themselves in a wide
range of industries and services: electronics,
telecommunications, computers, power
production and banking. These are the very
areas attracting foreign investment to India in
recent years. And herein lies the most cheerful
news which has come from Orissa in a long
time. In the financial year April'93 to March'94
Orissa was the third largest recipient of Foreign
Direct Investments (FDI). FDI approvals for
Orissa during this period totaled Rs.780 crores,
following Rs.1514 crores, for Maharashtra and
Rs.956 crores for Delhi. What it means is that
QOrissa's economic potential has received
recognition from overseas investors. 1 am
convinced that Non-Resident Oriyas should
stake out a major role in this development.

The export prospects from Orissa are enormous.
There are the traditional staples: minerals like
iron ore, manganese, bauxite and chrome. [t
should be easy to add to this granite and other
stones which are in great demand all over the
world,  Orissa's traditional arts and crafis,
textiles, sculptures and filigree jewelry have a
vast market if only we can expand production

61

and follow the market trends. Export of
manufactured products will be possible after
Orissa sets up a solid industrial base.

Tourism is the third major area in which Orissa’s
Potential has been exploited only marginally.
The global tourism market consists of 500
million tourists per year of which only 1.8
million visited India in 1993. Only a small
fraction of this came to Orissa. According to a
draft tourism plan some 5 million tourists are
expected to visit India by 1997. Using a simple
rule of thumb, a million tourists will generate
foreign exchange earnings of around 31 billion.

[ am convinced that with a little effort tourism
can become a major income generator for Orissa.
Consider the unique attraction: incredible natural
scenery with mountains and forests teeming with
wild life; vast white beaches with sun and sand;
two thousand years of art and architecture
embodied in  magnificent temples and
monuments and a rich living legacy of dance,
music, folk arts and crafts. Orissa has been the
home of three major religions: Jainism,
Buddhism and Hinduism. Religious tourism can
be a major attraction not only for pilgrims within
India but visitors from Japan, Korea, Indonesia,
Malaysia, Thailand and other prosperous East
Asian countries.

These are only suggestions in outline. The
mapping out of details can best be done by the
Non-Resident Oriya groups | had suggested
carlier. [ earnestly hope that this will be the
beginning of a close, two-way collaboration
between Orissa and overseas Oriyas for the
future prosperity of Orissa.

[ would like to refer in this connection to a
preblem which is agitating a number of Overseas
Oriyas: a perception that the authorities in Orissa
are lukewarm, often hostile in dealing with their
proposals. The recent experience of the sponsors
of the Kalinga Hospital Project is cited in
support of this feeling.

It seems to me to be a case of mismatched
expectations.  Oriyas in Orissa are often
offended by the supercilious attitude of retaming
natives who seem to have lost touch with the
reality of India. Overseas Oriyas in return, are
hurt when their prosperity and success abroad
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seem to be resented and their genuine desire to
help Orissa is misunderstood and discouraged.

These are wrinkles which need to be ironed out.
We are fortunate in having the presence, at this
convention, of distinguished political leaders,
senior civil servants and businessmen from
Orissa. [ would urge our leaders present here to
consider setting up, either in Delhi or
Bhubaneswar, a small cell for extending help
and guidance to Overseas Criyas.

I would like to conclude on a note of robust
optimism for the future of Orissa. It is not

without  symbolism  that India's latest
technological achievement, the 2500 km bailistic
missile Agni has been launched from Chandipur,
not far from the ancient Surya temple at
Konarak. With Lord Jagannath being assisted by
Surya and Agni, Orissa's destiny is safely in the
hands of the Gods.

This article was derived from the key note
address of Lalit Mansingh, IFS at the 25th Silver
Jubilee convention of OSA. He is the High
Commissioner of India to Nigeria. Ambassador
of India to Cameroun, Chad and Benin.
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OUR HERITAGE
G.S. Das Mohapatra M.S., F.R.C.S.

It is paradoxical to reckon Orissa as a poor state
in India, compared to many states in the country,
wiich are well off at present. The past history of
Crissa and its continued prosperity and glory
from 600 B.C. till the death and defeat of
Maharaja Mukundadev in 1568 A.D. shows that
it was one of the finest states from ail aspects of
consideration. The lofty economic prosperity,
cultural superiority, the renowned sturdy soldiers
of the states, the skillful and resourceful
navigators, who brought fortune in trade and
commerce from the outside world are some of
the brilliancy of the country during those days.

Many people, who put a cursory look at the state
of affairs, believe that the adversity of Orissa has
been due to repeated floods, cyclones, famine
and other natural devastation. But floods,
cyclones, earthquakes, etc. are global factors and
it is very difficult to assign these to the cause of
adversity of Orissa.

The kingdom of Kalinga, Utkal and Kosala
covered a vast area in the historical geography of
ancient India on the east coast of the country. In
medieval times, the territory of Orissa is said to
have extended from Ganges to Godavari and
from Amarkantaka to Bay of Bengal. The Surya
Dynasty extended their empire as far as south of
the river Kavery in the 2nd half of the 15th
Century. In fact this was the most glorious
period in the history of Orissa.

In the &th Century B.C., Magadha had no
political rivalry with Kalinga. During the reign
of Chandra Gupta Maurya, through his empire
extended from Hindukush on north west to the
south of Mysore, he did not invade Kalinga,
which was an independent country. His son
Bindusar also failed to incorporate Kalinga in the
vast Magadha Empire. Ashok, Emperor the
great, and son of Bindusar, became uneasy of the
glory of Orissa and engineered the plan of
establishing Magadha Empire in the whole of
India including Kalinga in 261 B.C.

The other factors which prompted Ashok to
invade Kalinga was its wealth acquired by trade
and almost Dominionship in Indonesia,
Indochina, Cambodia and even Burma. the long

awaited Kalinga War of Ashoka started in 261
B.C. and the nature of the war has been clearly
described by Ashok himself in his “Rock edict
XIL” He stated that “In the Kalinga War,
100,000 people were killed and 150,000 were
carried as prisoners and yet Kalinga was not
subdued, fully. He wanted further strengthening
his army to knock down Kalinga. The victory of
Ashok on Kalinga war resulted in its loss of
independence for the 1st time. However, things
took a different turn at this stage and seeing the
blood shed and death of so many people, Ashok
got converted to Buddhism and became
Dharmashok instead of Chandashok,

After 185 B.C. Kalinga again became
independent and the Chedi dynasty came into
power. Kharavela succeeded his father, after his
pre-mature death in 49 B.C., as the 15th king of
Chedi dynasty. He was oniy 15 years old when
he became the Yuvaraj. He was a very cultured
man.He was efficient in literature and science of
administration. He was a great musician too. He
fought against Magadha in the 12th year of his
reign and acquired some portion of Magadha
Empire in Central India. He adopted Jainism as
his religion and engaged himself in religious
activities, excavated caves in Udaigiri and
Khandagiri, which exist till today. His empire
extended beyond Kaveri on the south to Ganges
on the north. From this time to the 16th Century
A.D. Orissa had an independent king till the
death of Mukundadev, who was killed by a
traitor while he was engaged in a prolonged war
against the Afghan rulers of Bengal. Orissa lost
her independence in 1568 A.D. The history of
Orissa from Kharvela to Mukundadev was a
glorious period with an independent Hindu ruler.

The Chinese pilgrim Hiuen-tsang also visited
Orissa on 1639 A.D. and has given an extensive
description of the language and culture of Orissa
and its people. During this period, the prosperity
of this part of the country known as Kalinga may
be noted as below: The Oriya people were
excellent navigators and used to sail to
Indonesia, Malaysia, Cambodia and other places
and many of them settled in those places and
even today there is a Hindu settlement, in Bali
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and the largest Temple complex “Angekar” in
Cambodia was an Orissan contributien.

The residual memory of “Bali Jatra” (voyage to
Bali Island) in the month of November, at the
end of harvesting season, when the merchants of
Orissa used to sail to far Eastern Asian countries
by the sea, is celebrated every year at Cuttack
near Barabati Fort by worshipping paper boats
and putting them in river Mahanadi to symbolize
the far eastern voyage.

If you look to the existence of the golden
triangle i.e. Bhubaneswar, Puri and Konark and
estimate the massiveness of the temple
complexes in the Temple city of Bhubaneswar,
The Jagannath temple city of Puri and the world
famous “Sun Pagoda” of Konarak, you will
realize the massiveness of these constructions,
when the engineering acumen of the people of
Orissa was superb. The iron pillars of Konarak,
which were used in the constructions of the Sun
temple during the rule of King Narasinghadev in
1238 A.D. are still lying unrusted all these 800
years. It is a wonder of the scientific world. It is
certain that these pillars were not brought from
any other country but were prepared in huge
furnaces at the temple site. At least history will
not say that there was any iron smelting factory
anywhere else in the world. Even today the
technique of making non-rustable iron is
unknown. The art and architecture, the fineness
of the carving on the stone are one of the best in
the world and are stil! existing for the last 800
years or more. Some people who want to
downgrade the culture of Orissa and its greatness
opine - that these things were performed by
laborers and architects who were forced by the
tyranny of the rulers. It defeats all commonsense
to reason as above. An oppressed mind, a whip
on the back and a hungry stomach cannot, with a
simple instrument, make a stone smile and keep
them smiling for 1000 years. This state of
affairs and cultural superiority must have come
at the height of political, social and economic
emancipation.

The administration of Orissa, politically, passed
from the Afghans to the Mogul and to the
Bhonsle’s of Nagpur, and the Marathas. From
the Maratthas it went to the Britishers.

It will be seen that these rulers oppressed the
people of Orissa, taxed them beyond their
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capacity, dismembered the state and
amalgamated it with adjoining states, So much
so that when the Britishers occupied Orissa, it
consisted of only 3 districts, Cuttack, Puri and
Balasore. The Oriyas, though powerless did not
take it lying down. They fought against the
British by the “Paika Bidroha” and joined the
First War of Independence of India (under the
British Rule) under Rani Laksmibai of Jhansi.

Thus it is very evident that a part of the country
which was so glorious, so cultured, so
economically sound suffered because the
subsequent rulers were inimical to them, They
were afraid of their bravery and wanted to keep
them subdued. The first English Educational
College “Ravenshaw College” in Cuttack was
established in 1866 A.D. by a benevolent
Commissioner of Orissa Mr. Ravenshaw. Before
that the people of Bengal, Madras and Bombay
had the opportunity to have many institutions for
educational facilities, Orissa was neglected and
left behind. Oriya language was banished and
Bengali was introduced.

However, with independence of the country,
with its long coastal line, forest, hills and dales,
its massive deposits of mineral ores of all types
and our Oriya youths venturing for all
adventures and training, there is a bright future
for Orissa.

The dying art and craft of stone carving, the
appliqué work of Pipli, the patta painting of Puri,
the brass work of Kontillo, the silk sari of
Berhampur and Nuapatna, the matha silkk of
Balasore, the world finest silver filigree work of
Qriya smiths is reviving very fast and shall soon
bring back the glory of Orissa.

Time can do many things and ups and downs in
the history of a nation, can always be revived, if
the population and youth take the challenge of
the time. The foreign rulers might have sucked
and destroyed our country, but in the course of
time they themseives have disappeared though
they thought themselves to be invincible. Now it
is your time to excet the glorious past of Orissa
by your resourcefulness, perseverance, strong
determination, self confidence and above all
your honesty and sincerity.

Dr. G.S. Das Mohapatra M.S., F.R.C.S. is the
retired Chairman of Surgery, Cuttack.
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ORISSA’S AMERICA CONNECTION
Anadi Naik

Sarangadhar Das was the very first
Oriya to come to the United States. He was born
into a middle class family in Dhenkanal, which
in those days was a principality. After complet-
ing his degree in engineering he returned to his
native land. However, he did not want to join
the civil service because he did not want to serve
under the British, He started the very first sugar
factory in Dhenkanal. Since the area was ruled
by a king who was a despot, Sarangadhar’s en-
terprising effort did not sit well with the ruler.
He found himself embroiled in the Dhenkanal
movement. Along with Malati Choudhury and
Birabar Subahu Singh he led the agitation of the
masses against the despotic ruler.

Dhenkanal was one of the hundreds of
small and big principalities in India and they
were all protected by the British. Therefore, it
was obvious that the fate of the Dhenkanal peo-
ple was tied to the fate of the larger population
of the country. While leading the agitation in
Dhenkanal, Sarangadhar also was active in the
anti-British movement in other areas.

While studying in the United States in
the 1920s he became acquainted with the labor
movement and Socialist thoughts.  When
Jawaharlal Nehru and others formed the
Congress Socialist Party, Sarangadhar gladly
joined them. Eventually, he found the Congress
Party, as a whole, was not radical enough. So he
joined the Praja Socialist Party - a combination
of Acharya Kripalani’s Praja Party and the
Congress Socialist Party.

In independent India, Sarangadhar Das
became a member of the Parliament. He main-
tained his main residence at Baji Rout
Chhatrabas in Angul. He was a founding mem-
ber of this chhatrabas. In order to continue agi-
tation in Dhenkanal, the leaders had to stay just
outside the boundary of the principality so that
the king and his people could not reach them.
Angul was perfect for this purpose. Those
workers who were endangering their lives and
properties for the movement, also had children
who needed care and education, The chhatrabas
was started out of this necessity.

Sarangadhar was married to Freda, a
woman of deep commitment and free spirit, from
Chicago. For a while both of them lived in
Orissa. Because of his political activities as well
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as public demands on his time Freda at times felt
isolated. Just to get away from all that chaos she
would come to America. MY MARRIAGE TO
INDIA is her autobiographical narration,

Sarangadhar Das died in 1958. At that
time. Freda was living in the US.A. Upon
learning of his death she returned to India to pay
her last respects to her late husband.

During India’s freedom movement,
Quakers both in England and America, were
supportive of the Indian people. Gandhiji’'s
creed of nonviolence attracted them. One of the
British Quakers, Horace Alexander was part of
the Congress entourage during the delicate ne-
gotiation in Simla before the partition. Natu-
rally, they wanted to help the people of India
who after freedom were still struggling to over-
come poverty, disease and lack of education.
American Friends Service Committee, the
executive body of the Quakers found an old
china hand named Wilfred Howarth to help
them.

Before the communists took over
China, Wilfred, and his wife Merry had done
rural development works in China. Now they
were asked to go to India. The Quakers took on
two projects: one in Rossulia of Madhya Pradesh
and the other in Barapali, Orissa.

. The American group realized very early
on that the improvement in sanitation was a key
to improved heaith in the villages. I[n Barapali,
they started manufacturing a new kind of toilet
by using cement, brick and sand. It was afford-
able. At the beginning these toilets were used in
schools and government quarters. Later on their
use became universal.

Sometime in the 1920°s a book called
BIJULI HULA appeared in the Oriya literature.
Its author Pandit Krupasindhu Hota was a High
school Sanskrit teacher by training and a profes-
sional agitator by vocation. The book was about
the marvels of electricity. This was the very first
science related book in Oriva. The next one was
Udanta Thalia written by Dr. Gokulananda
Mohapatra, in the 1950s. Gokulananda babu
came to study in the United States. He was in-
fiuenced by the abundance of science fictions
books in the United States. Upon his retum he
wrote several books while still teaching at the
Ravenshaw college and working on his Ph.D.
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Over the years many Americans have
visited Orissa and many Oriyas have settled in
the United States. Their intermixing has en-
riched both knowledge and family life. Oriyas,
as a part of the broader Indian population in
America, continue to make their contribution in
various fields. They send money and offer ex-

pertise to Orissa. In recent years, Oriyas settled
in America have made themselves felt in Orissa.
Their prosperity here continues to influence their
former homeland.

Anadi Naik is the president of the newly formed Maryland-Virginia chapter (Provisional) of 0.S.A.

JULY 1-3, 1995
MINNEAPOLIS, MN
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DINNER TALK
Bijoy Kumar Mishra

This happened in November 1990, a year after |
landed in America. 1 had gone to my aunt's
place in Nashville during thanksgiving. She had
invited many Oriyas for dinner. [ had not met
any one of them in Orissa, but [ felt quite good
meeting them in such a far off place. My aunt's
place seemed like a small section of Orissa. I
was re-experiencing a part of my old self, an
escape from my half-acquired professional,
individualistic American image. [ was happy
that [ did not have to guard so much my
language, and that I could talk incoherently, at
times jumping from one topic to another, and
join in others conversation without worrying.
The warmth of feeling was so intoxicating that
nobody seemed to mind such things. [ looked
forward to eating rice and curry, and playing
cards afterwards.

As the dinner was getting ready, we all moved
into the kitchen talking and camrying our
conversations through; the smell of chicken
curry, rice and mixed spice had engulfed the air
around us. I liked the aroma. Others must be
feeling this way, [ thought,

“! miss those day-to-day moments: . the people
on the roads, clusters around the paan shop, and
a lingering background of chaos. It is great fun
to be here, and talk in Oriya as much as
possible,” [ said excitedly to one of the guys
leaning against the kitchen wall.  Before he
could reply, [ heard a lady's voice from the back.
“Have you managed to speak in Oriya here?” I
locked back to pay attention. She continued in
English ...“I do not remember when [ last talked
in oriya, may be, when [ talked to my mother
two month's back. At best, I might have talked
two hours in Oriya in the last two years,” she
said with an air of arrogance in her look. She
spoke good English with an American accent.
She seemed to have enjoyed every bit of it--the
accent, the pause, and synchronized looks as she
spoke and paused. T began to feel lousy at my
excitement in speaking in oriya. I seemed
parochial, and she seemed like an American or at
least international. She must be really smart;
within a year she had gotten rid of her nagging
past, and had successfully distanced herself from

her typical Oriya image.

[ started feeling very small and guilty. Did |
forget that [ was in America? Am [ too much of
a native? I wanted to proudly say that “I talk
breathlessly in Oriya almost every week with my
relatives and friends here.” But [ felt shy. What
would others think--that 1 still love chuda,
mudhi, nadiabada, and speak such a flat, inane
and proverbial language like Oriya! 1 became
defensive,

The next moment something aroused me from
my sudden retreat. [ started hating her--her
confident look, signs of new found freedom,
and “don't care” attitude. She suudenly seemed
shallow and pretentious, shy of her heritage;
higher education had not made her humble-I
consoled myself. [ thought about Fakirmohan
and Madhusudan--our leaders who stood up for
Orissa and re-claimed the glorious Oriya
heritage. What did she think of herself? She
must have spent twenty-five years in Berhampur
before coming here, must be talking to her
parents at-least once in oriya every month. She
was just showing off; the time had come for me
to defend my oriya patriotism with unwavering
confidence. I cleared my throat, “[ speak oriya
almost every week. [ am so lucky unlike you
guys,” [ said very proudly. “Every week? Are
you in America or Orissa? You must behave
like an American when in America,” she said
both sarcastically and patronizingly. Others
started laughing; [ felt embarrassed. 1 too joined
in their laughter in nervousness.

I again failed to give it back. I remembered that
the same thing had happened when Bibeka
almost refused to speak in oriya after his one-
and-half year stay in Australia eight years ago.
After our meeting I felt terrible because I had
tolerated his twisted Australian accent and
listened to his half-cooked porno stories in
English . I must not feel diffident this time. |
prepared myself. I fumbled again. “Not every
week..., but almost every fortnight, ... every
month perhaps! You know [ have relatives here
with whom [ talk in oriya” (...for hours, [ was
about to say, but refrained at the last moment ).
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[ painfully adjusted my tone and figures , and
brought my language euphoria to a neutral level.

“I'm so busy in my research that [ hardly get
time (I felt as if [ have come to America to see
Disney land and eat hamburgers), I do not
know how I managed this trip. It is my friend
Gita who insisted that I should come and visit
some oriya families here; otherwise ...” It
sounded as if she had honored Gita and the
Oriya folks of Nashville by coming to the South
from the east coast. [ did not know whether it

was my anger or envy, but I could no longer
stand her,

“Is Gita an Oriya? 1 asked as meanly and
sarcastically as possible . Gita gave a neutral
smile looking at me and then at her. I could not
know what she thought, but she gracefully
turned toward my aunt to help her prepare the
last dish for dinner, my favorite badichura.

Ithaca, New York.

JAI
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GHOSTS OF ORISSA

Mamata Misra

{Waming: side-effects of this article may include a bout of laughter, a visit to memoryland, or scary dreams
depending on your personality. Neither the author not the OSA is responsible for the side-effects. Please

read at your own risk.)

Having lived about half my life outside Orissa, {
had forgotten everything about the various kinds
of Oriya ghosts that terrorized our countryside.
An Oriya short story by Mahapatra Nilamani
Sahu brought back some childhoed memories.

We, Oriya parents are very good at
scaring our young. That is the easiest and the
best way to quieten a crying child. In our days,
it did not take too much imagination to scare off
a kid. Some kids could be scared off easily by
the long horns of the big bulls wandering the
narrow streets. (Everyone knew that the bull had
the right of way in all traffic situations.) Some
kids needed a harmless but scary looking
creature like a homeless beggar. Many were
afraid of the darkness, which was in plenty
around the house after sunset. Moderately brave
kids (who were not afraid of the darkness itself)
needed to be reminded of the nocturnal beings
the darkness may present. Nature helped the
parents of these kids by providing appropriate
sounds such as the hoot of a solitary owl or
simply the sound of branches brushing against
each other on a windy night. But, for the rescue
of the parents of the real tough kids, a family of
ghosts were invented by our ancestors many
generations ago.  Grandparents, being live
witnesses of these scary creatures, were
especially good at telling ghost stories.

Unlike the other kids in my school, I
had never seen a ghost. Unfortunately, there
wasn’t even a single distant relative who could
claim to be a witness of a ghost. Nevertheless, 1
had taken care to learn about the characteristics
of the various species. It seemed important to be
able to properly identify one in case it decided to
present itself some day. Even though I have
encountered various spooky creatures over the
many Halloweens in USA, I haven’t encountered
the ones whose activities kept us kids engaged in
hours of discussions in the absence of high-tech
games or television.

The tallest of all Oriya ghosts is the
Bramha Rakhyasa. Tt is as tall as a palm tree and
has very skinny and long arms. If you are going
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alone at night it first blocks your way and raises
a storm by swinging its arms. You may be
strong enough not to be blown away by that
storm. But if you wait until you hear its
thundering laugh you are sure to vomit and die.
A Bramha Rakhyasa usually lives on a large
Banyan tree, the kind that is becoming rare. As
the name suggests, Bramha Rakhyasa is a Hindu
ghost.

The Muslim ghosts, naturally, live in the
part of the town where the Muslims live. Unlike
the Bramha Rakhyasa, who is a loner, these
ghosts live in groups. They love meat and fish.
You are doomed if you carry meat or fish with
you if you must walk their street. First, they
surround you. Then, they snatch away your
grocery bag and eat the meat from it. But since
you never have enough meat in your bag, they
make dead meat out of you. Muslim ghosts like
living on Kadamba trees, the kind you don’t find
very often any more.

Jhampuri is a female ghost who can
never harm you if you know how to chant your
Gayatree. She is a cute little girl with very very
long hair. Her hair falls all the way to the
ground and you almost feet sorry for her
knowing that she has no one to help her take care
of the extra long hair. You also wonder if she
has a face under the hairy veil. She likes to draw
your attention by swinging and dancing in your
way. You can ignore her or if she gets really
annoying you can chant your Gayatree to send
her back home. Jhampuri liked to live in a
Saharda tree next to a slum area. Even though
there are more slum areas now, you don't see as
many Saharda trees next to them any more.

No one can forget about the Madla
ghost likely to be found in a Kochila tree (very
rare now-a-days) next to a hospital. It has no
limbs, head, or face. It rolls like a big ball and
sneaks up on you from behind. Prevention of
death is difficult if a Madla piggybacks on you.
It will nai! you down to the ground with its
muscular weight and your heart can stop easily.
But if you were scared enough to have an instant
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negative drink, then you may collect some of the
fluid with your left hand and throw it at the beast
over your right shoulder. Madla is a clean ghost
and will immediately leave you alone.

The most playful of all the ghosts is the
little guy Babna. On a hot summer night, when
the kids are sleeping on the terrace or a
courtyard, he just lies down there pretending to
be one of them. Then the fun begins. He tickles,
pinches, or makes you sneeze by putting a twig
in your nostril. But when you get up, he runs
fast before you can spot him. If your eyes are
sharp, reflex is good, and if there is moonlight,
you may be able to see his shadow climbing up
theTamarind tree that he calis his home.

A Worker ghost is the trickiest of all
ghosts. A Worker ghost is workaholic by natare
and likes to have your company while doing
some sort of hard physical work. If you are a
laborer, never discuss your plans for the next
morning in the presence of an invisible worker
ghost, unless you are asking for trouble. It
knocks on your door pretending to be your co-
worker and leads you to your work site. A
worker ghost does not like to talk. It lets you do
all the talking and never says anything beyond
an occasional “yes” or “ok”. The worker ghost
is very energetic and it keeps on working when
you get tired and feel like taking a break. But if
you stop working, it gets you for that. No one
knows where a working ghost lives. It probably
does not have a permanent home as it keeps on
moving looking for new work and workmates.

In addition to these ghosts, who
originate from dead people, there are the live
ghosts called Daharnees. Daharnees are always
of female sex and are of a family related to the
witches of the west, who became extinct by
ritualistic witch-burning long ago. Every village
in Orissa had one or two Dahamnees. A
Daharnee is always on the lookout for healthy
babies. She seems very much interested in
babies and looks at them with deceitful love in
her eyes. Most Oriya moms never mistake her
interest to be instinctive love for a child in a
childless woman. (After all, why do you think a
Daharnee is childless?) The ignerant moms who
fail to hide their babies from the sight of a
Daharnee suffer the grave consequences. The
Daharnee simply sucks the biood out of the
babies with her quick but powerful glance with
her thirsty eyes. The babies cry through the
night, develop some kind of sickness the next
day, and die within a few days.
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However, Daharnee elimination was not
practiced in Orissa, probably for a good reason.
Daharnees were great for ecology. They were
very athletic too (although that was not a good
enough reason). Many female witnesses were
ready to testify that at night, a Dahamee went
out to the fields to feed on human waste. The
reported feeding method was remarkable and is
worth-mentioning. A Dahamee did a perfect
hand stand and a perfect hand walk. Thus,
walking with her hands, she roamed the smelly
fields all night, cleaning them up directly with
her mouth, keeping her feet perfectly clean and
her hands relatively clean. She always careful to
take her clothes off before engaging herself in
this athletic feat. This precaution helped her to
resume her pretend human role at the crack of
dawn. As a child, I was particularly impressed
by this cost-effective methed of keeping the
open-air latrines of rural Orissa clean. My
disappointment was mainly due to the lack of
spectators during this nightly athletic event and
the lack of cameras with flash in the few
witnesses who claimed to have good vision
especially at nightt My grandmother had
confessed once that when she was a young bride,
she always skipped supper to prevent the need to
visit the latrine at night because she didn’t have
the nerves to encounter one in action.

In Orissa, female ghosts usually
outnumber their male counterparts. The
cremation grounds are invariably occupied by
female ghosts of many kinds. Some of them, the
ones that love to scare you with the sound of
their jingling ornaments, prefer to live in
Bamboo bushes. When [ was growing up,
Bhubaneswar was full of Bamboo bushes. (Now
they are lost to urbanization.) But I never heard
those soft jingles, perhaps because the howling
jackals, who also liked the bamboo forest, were
too loud.

Each female ghost has its speciality.
You already know about the Daharmnee. The
Pithasurnee is the ghost of 2 woman who enters
her widowhood before leaving her childhood.
She continues to live her cursed and condemned
life even in her ghosthood. The tree she lives on
is bound to fall; the river from which she draws
her water is bound to dry up or change course.

Another class of supernatural female
beings found in Orissa is known as the
Thakuranee class. A Thakuranee acts partly like
a ghost and partly like a goddess. She is
worshipped with love, fear, and reverence. She
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either lives in your village and takes care of it or
attacks your village and claims lives. A
Thakuranee who looks after an area is
worshipped daily and gains the status of a
goddess. She protects the area from an intruding
Thakuranee like Bardie (Cholera) or Basantei
(Smallpox). But in spite of her efforts, the
intruders sometimes succeed in entering the area.
Bardie and Basantei are real kiilers. But
Basantei’s appetite is mild compared to Bardie’s.
In a five-day combat, Bardie may claim about 25
lives whereas Basantei may be satisfied with
about 9. But both are worshipped with fear and
reverence from the minute they set foot in a
village until they leave. Basantei has left Orissa
for some time now but Bardie still pays visits
every now and then.

The classification of ghosts will nat be
complete without the mention of animal ghosts.
Animal ghosts are always found in plenty in
Orissa near the slaughter houses.  Unlike
animals, the animal ghosts walk only with the
hind legs, reserving their fore legs for attacks on
lone travelers. This also makes them look taller
than they are. Animal ghosts make many scary
wild noises. They have large, ugly teeth and
they usually have their tail up when they attack.

Thanks to Mahapatra Nilamani Sahu,
these long lost childhood images have come
back to me and before I lose them again I share
them with my young friends who can neither
read about them in Oriya, nor hear about them
from story tellers and witnesses who live far
away.

USA ASIAN NEWSPAPER

Congratulates _
Orissa Society of Americas for preserving its
cultural heritage

We are developing local Asian newspapers in
“ states where none have existed (like
Nebraska).
We request your help!!

We need news from all over North America
Please mail, fax, or phone contacts for
news stories/photos, e.g. Asian newspapers,
Associations, churches addresses or
directories.

Together we can improve the quality
of Asian news available.

USA ASIAN NEWSPAPER< INC.
Box 12207, Omaha, NE 68112-0207,
Phone/Fax: (402) 457-6767
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ORIYAS IN AMERICAS
Sarat C. Misra

Strange to me now are the forms | meet
When I visit the dear old Town;
But the native air is pure and sweet,
And trees that overshadow each
well known street
As they balance up and down,
Are singing the beautiful song,
Are sighing and whispering still.
A boy’s will is the wind’s will
And the thoughts of youth are long,
long thoughts.

- H.W. Longfellow

In the post famine, second half of 19th century
and the early 20th century, Oriya villagers,
landless laborers and unemployed artisans
migrated out of the states in search of succour.
There is a sizeable Oriva population in Assam,
Sylhet of Bangladesh, Calcutta and New Delhi.
The migrants to Burma had to come back under
pressure from its military regime. A few Oriyas
left in Rangoon and in the country site have
adopted Burmese way of life and a number of
them have married the Burmans. This phase of
emigration lowered the prestige of Oriyas
outside as a vast majority were performing lower
jobs. Oriyas got known outside as cooks,
gardeners, and at best, plumbers.

Following the formation of the
formation of Orissa province in 1936, and
thereafter Independence and the merger of the
states, the Oriya identity and sense of pride were
re-established and the Oriyas started moving out
of the State to other parts of the country and
abroad as professionals, administrators, business
executives and have earned respect for the land
of Lord Jagannath outside. One of the most
successful emigrant groups constitutes the
Oriyas in Americas, i.e. U.S.A. and Canada.

There are about one million Indians in
U.S.A. which is about less than 0.5% of the total
population. The total number of Oriyas in
U.S.A. and Canada is about 10,000 which is a
microscopic minority. Most Indians in U.S.A.
are Bengalis, Kerali Christians. Gujaratis and
Punjabis of either hue, turbaned or otherwise.
The number of Oriyas being few and having
arrived late in comparison to other Indians in
U.S.A; the earliest having gone in the early
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fifties, have not been able to match with the
performance of other groups of Indians. Indians
have already become Nobel laureates, found
places in Senatorial approved jobs and
established business houses. Individually. some
Oriyas have done exceedingly well like Dr.
Jitendra Mohanty, the Philosopher, Dr. Jogesh
Chandra Pati, the Scientist and Mrs. Geeta
Meheta, the Writer. As a group, the impact is yet
to be felt.

A vast majority of Oriyas have gone to
1J.S.A. or Canada on the basis of their merit and
not on sponsorship basis. Unlike other Indians,
Pakistanis and Bangladeshis, one hardly finds an
Oriya doing menial or a small job. It has a
middle class identity. Neither it has touched the

"= upper crust of the Indian community nor are its

members, people of lower category.

The 2nd generation Oriyas bom in
U.S.A. to the emigrants are making their
presence felt in the Schools and Universities.
They are exceedingly bright and ambitious and
an American friend of mine described them as
“those dark, brainy and aggressive guys.” The
White Anglo-Saxon Protestants {W.A.S.P), the
main stream of American life, almost compare
them in tenacity, ability and perseverance with
the Jews. These youngsters are still like
formless caterpillars. It will take some time to
find out who will become the rarest butterfly of
afl. [ am sure, some of them would become
world famous scientists and pioneers, some may
even make to the Podium of Stockholm if not to
the White House lawns.

Like all immigrants, the Oriyas are also
fiercely ambitious. It is said that the intensity of
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ambition of an immigrant is direct proportion as
to how recently he/she has set foot on the stores
of the adopted country. The generation which
landed in the fifties and sixties has worked hard,
earned the Ph.D. from prestigious universities
and has gone up in the ladder holding tenurial
untiversity professorships, senior Govt. jobs and
even some important corporate positions. They
are yet to establish themselves as prosperous
businessmen, as almost each Oriya landed only
with his academic talent and not with bagfuls of
money like the Patels of the East Africa. [ am
sure, the second generation, will have more time,
inclination and wherewithal for commercial
enterprises and politicat involvements.

The Oriyas have probiems too. Many
of them belong to middle class families and
provide wherewithal to their kith and kin. Being
a small widely dispersed community, the
chances of interaction among itself are limited to
few cities and its suburbia. Some of those, who
had left in the early sixties and are at the
threshold of retirement are finding their
umbilical cord severed from the motherland, by
the demise of their parents. The children had
grown up without any direct contact and
affectionate warmth of their grandparents and
show lesser interest in visiting the motherland.
Special effort is necessary to keep the cultural
mooring. Thanks to Chitralekha Academy, Opali
Operajita and Sushri Sangita, the cultural life is
agog and flowing. The annual convention of the
Orissa Society of Americas (OSA) absorbs the
cultural appetite every year and strengthens it.
The Orissa Society of Americas holds its annual
convention every year in various important cities
in the USA and Canada. This annual cenvention
is normally held in the first week of July every
year dovetailing it with the American
Independence day on July 4. The OSA brings
out a stimulating Journal reminding people of
their cultural heritage and articulating the
longing of the older generation. The Oriyas take
keen interest in the developments in Orissa and

there is no Oriya house in U.S.A. and Canada
without the three Statues of Lord Jagannath,
Lord Balabhadra and Subhadra, the Konark
wheel and Applique work of Pipli. The OSA has
also invited talented Oriya dancers and singers to
visit them to reinforce their ties. Lord Jagannath,
Lord Balabhadra, Lord Subhadra and Sudarsana
have been installed in Shri Ganesh Temple,
Hindu cultural center at Nashville, Tennessee.
These idols have been made in Puri of Neem-
wood and the consecration ceremony was
accompanied by Yagnas and Homas lasting for
about a week. The Jagannath Society of
Americas has found large numbers of Oriyas as
devotees.

The Oriyas in Americas like any other
first generation immigrant group have their
problems of marriage, social interaction, pangs
of separation from the motherland and post
retirement settlement. They are braving these
problems manfully. This talented group will no
doubt inspire youths of Orissa and make them
target and success oriented.

India, the land of enchantment, despite
of its property, has a strange spell of influence of
all its offsprings, wherever and whatever they
may be. This longing for the motherland, I have
seen and experienced in the eyes of my
immigrants friends. To quota Emme Roberts:

“Persons who have never quitted their
native land, cannot imagine the passionate
regrets experienced by the exile, who in the
midst of the most gorgeous scene pines after the
humblest objects swrrounding that home to
which he dares not hope to return, The feeling
may be perverse and wayward, but where all is
strange, the very magnificence of the landscape
is apt to revolt the mind and many persons will,
like the author, in a fit of despair contrast the
Ganges with some obscure rivulet, the magnolia
with the daisy, to the disparagement of the
mighty rivers and the monarch of flowers. to do
justice to the sunny land of India its visitors
should have the power to leave it to Europe at
pleasure.”
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VEDIC STUDIES AND PUROSOTTAMA JAGANNATHA
Kanhu Charan Misra

Lord Jagannatha is a universal deity, worshipped
by all sects in India along with Balabhadra,
Subhadra and Sudarsana. Srikshetra or
Purusottama Puri, where the towering temple of
Jagganatha is situated, has been a veritable
meeting ground of India’s  divergent
philosophical systems-Hinduism, Buddhism and
Jainism, which have been assimilated intc the
cult of Jagannatha. Such is the place that
attracted many saints and religious reformers
like Sankara, Ramanuja, Madhwa,
Ballabhacharya, Kabir, and Nanak.

Now, I" 1l tell you the mantras that are followed
in worshipping the deities in the Jagannatha
Temple. Jagannatha is worshipped in Puri not
only by the ten-syllable Mantra Om
Gopijanaballabhaya Swaha, but also by the
eighteen syllables Om Kleim Krsnaya Givindaya
Gopijanaballabhaya Namah. This Om or
Pranava is reminiscent of the Vedic strand; it
kleim is indicative of Tantra, while the other
aspects of the mantras emphasize the pauranic or
Vaishnavite forms. Therefore, the modes of
worship are partly vedic, partly tantric and partly
pauranic. There is perfect coordination in the
mantras.

The conception of Jagannatha, Balabhadra and
Subhadra as well as Sudarsana seems to have
originated from the yogic tantric system and
developed into Vaishnavite system. The vedic
and tantric dhyanas, vijamantra snana and nyasa
are followed in the ritualistic practices from
morning till evening.

The three deities have different colors:
Subhadra, the symbol of Prakriti or Sakti has
yellow color. Prakriti is the source of all living
things and forms which assume various colers as
they grow and develop. However, the origin is
characterized by yellow color. Balabhadra, who
is the symbol of Pure Being or Pure
Indeterminate Spirit has white, which is also a
synthesis of all spectral colors. Lord Jagannatha
has a dark color. This darkness seems to suggest
the veil of mystery which surrounds the Supreme
Lord. Black is no color in itself, nor is it a
synthesis of colors. It's the negation of all colors
as well as colomness. According to some, the
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three colors of the deities represent the three
races of the world: white, yellow and black.

For quite a few centuries now, Jagannatha has
been  portrayed as the  Purusottama.
Purusottama is a compound word consisting of
Purusa and uttama, meaning a good or
paramount person. The word/it Purusottama
does not occur in the whole of sambhitas,
Brahmanas, Aranyakas or upanisadic literature.,
but appears in the Purusasukta of Rg Veda.

Thus neither the vedic nor the upanisadic purusa
(or to be a little flexible, Virat Purusa, which in
later times gave rise to Purusottama) has got any
relationship with our Jagannatha Purusottama.
Iconographic similarity and resemblance have
tempted some scholars to connect him with the
purusa described in the verse apanipado (“one
without hand and foot™), but that is a
misconception. In no case can a god like
Jagannatha in his present form be understood
from the upanisadic purusa. Although
iconographic features of Jagannatha Purusottama
are derived from the upanisadic purusa, no direct
connection can be established as far as the
present god and the cult are concerned. No such
god or cult can be seen in the vedic or upanisadic
purusa. The purusottama discussed in
Purusottama yoga and elsewhere is an
elaboration of the concept that is seen in the
Svetasvetara Upanisad and sankhya philosophy.

The first case where a meaning can be justifiably
attributed to the purusa of the Rg Veda. From
the number of adjectives and attributes
juxtaposed to the purusa and also from the
highly philosophical tone of the hymn, it is
amply clear that the purusa discussed there is a
great purusa, one having thousands of heads,
eyes, feet etc. Most probably, this concept
developed into a concrete theory at later times.

Then again, Purusa which was a generic form
for man in its earliest stage, slowly and gradually
cuiminated in a concrete philosophical concept
in later times. It meant the citadel of all power
and activities like creation, sustenance and
dissolution. Thus it gave rise to uftamapurusa or
abhayapurusa of the Gita and depicted the same
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as the ultimate reality. [t is strange that in almost
all puranas and epigraphical records, we find the
mention of Purusottama but not Jagannatha, |t
seems to me that the name Jagannatha has been
borrowed from the Buddhist literature. In
Vishnu Sahasranama or in Amarakosa the name
Jagannatha is not found as a synonym of Vishnu.

The images of Jagannatha, Balabhadra and
Subhadra are not made according to dhyaenas and
iconographic texts. The traditional as well as
philosophical aspects of Lord Jagannatha show
that - “he is visible and at the same time
invisible’” The prakriti joins with him along
with the purusa (Vishnu purana). This is also
supported by Vishnodhrmottara purana.

According to the tantric tradition, the devotee
with a view to reducing the significance of the
form of Paramatma (supreme soul) conceives
Him as a person though devoid of arms, legs,
eyes etc. He can visualize everything with
super-mundane movements. By this a noble
attempt has been made in the Temple of
Jagannatha to give a peculiar symbolic form of
the Infinite.

There is significance in the material used to
make the images. The images of the deities are
made cut of Mimba wood. Wooden images are
not commonly used for worship in shrines. But
according to Bhavisya Purana, Nimba wood is
considered to be one of the best and most
auspicious material for making images of
Vishnu. (It is to be noted that Jagannatha is the
only deity throughout India who is made of
wood and is called darubrahma.)

According to the same purana, wood of different
trees will be used by different castes in making
images. Suradaru, sami, madhuka and candan
are auspicious for Brahmins. Arita, Khudira,
Tinduka and ashwastha are auspicious for the
Kshyatriyas. Khudira and chandan are
auspicious for vaishyas. Kesara, surjaka Amra,
Sala are auspicious for the Sudras whereas
nimba, sriparna, panasa, arjuna are auspicious
for afl castes. So the images of Jagannatha and
His associates have been carved out of nimba
wood as He is worshipped by all castes. Further,
the Vaikhanasa Agam says that the tree is of
three types: male, female and neuter, Nimba
belongs to the male category and as such is the
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strongest and best material for the construction
of the Vishnu images.

The Bruhat Samhita while speaking about the
making of images assigns the importance of
daru. The text lays down that by worshipping
the wooden images or vigrahas the worshipper
gets all the four things, namely ayu (longevity),
sri (wealth), vala (strength) and jaya (victory),
while a worshipper gets only one or two things
by worshipping images made of other materials
namely mani (jewel), stones, and other
substances. The earlier kings of Orissa were
influenced by this sastric tradition and made the
images of Nimba wood.

Looking at the style and design of the carvings
and the use of the basic natural colors, scholars
are also of the opinion that the wooden images
of Jagannatha trinity have resemblance with the
wooden images of the tribal community in which
the limbs are not properly carved or inscribed.
The images with little or no proportionate design
refer to some crude state of image making. The
images of Trinity are thus thought to have
evolved out of tribal culture and to be pre-vedic.
Who knows if this wood material has some
connection with the wood used by other people
of ancient civilizations of the world?

It is interesting that the philosophy underlying
the cult of Jagannatha has a support in the
purusottamavada of the Gira. The Gita makes a
distinction between ksar and aksara and presents
the Lord who is beyond both and at the same
time who comprehends both of them in a new
form distant from the other two. The Supreme
Lord is incomprehensible {(achintya). But the
ksara and aksara are both comprehensible.
Besides there’s dualism and opposition between
the ksara and aksara. But the Absolute is not
opposed to any. Lord Jagannatha is conceived in
the same way. He is other than), the ksara and
aksara. The incomprehensibility of the Supreme
Lord is also suggested by the dark color.
Krishnacha barnam tamasajanatayae. It means
that all the colors culminate in dark as it is all
pervading.

To determine the antiquity of Jagannatha is a
difficult task. Legend and tradition throw some
light on the problem. In the Rg Veda, we find a
reference to Daru in the sukta which runs thus:
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ado yaddaru plavate sindhoh pare apurusam,

tada  rabhasva  durhano tena  guchha
parastanam. Sayanacharya (1300-1380 AD)
interpreted the sukta in the following manner:
“There exists at a sea-shore in a far-away place
the image of a deity of the name Purusottama
which is made of wood floating as it were in the
sea. O ye, by worshipping that woeod
indestructible, attain the supreme place of the
Vaishnavite.” But after his own interpretation, he
casually mentions another interpretation which
was prevalent at the time, but which was perhaps
considered by him as unsatisfactory. The second
interpretation means that the evil spirit is asked
to use Daru (wood) as a boat for crossing the sea
and going away to a far-off island. This verse
also occurs in the Atharva veda with a slight
variation.

This may lead some to suppose that the worship
of the deity purusoitama or darubrhma might
have been in vogue even in the remote past.

Dr. P.V. Kane does not accept Sayana's
interpretation. He is of the opinion that the
second interpretation fits more in the context.
The second interpretation runs as foilows: “Oh
poverty, possessed of inauspicious face, take
resort to that wooden vessel, deserted by men
floating at the coast of ocean at a distant place,
leave for another island.”

According to D. T. N. Dharmadhikari, Director
of Vaidic Samsodhanmandal, Pune, India, the
atmosphere of the entire sukta of five verses is
admittedly related to driving away poverty. To
take this verse out of context and interpret it with
reference to Purusottam may be violating the
general rules of interpretation. Though this
particular verse may not shed any light on the
Vashnavite character of Lord Jagannatha, the
attempt may be made to trace the existing
Vashnavite element of Jagannatha Puri to the
characteristics of Vedic Vishnu or similar deity.

The famous digest-writer (Nibandhakara} who
has done justice to the treatment of the topic
relating to Lord Purusottama is no other than
Raghunanda, the sixteenth century Bengali
dhrmasastra writer whose tattvas include his
treatise entitled “purusottama tattva”. In this
book he has referred to the Rg vedic mantra that
has a distinct bearing on the holy nature of the
Lord Purusottama Jagannatha.
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During the time of Sayana, the popularity of
darubrahma conception of Utkal was unique and
the wooden image of Purusottama singularly
attracted the attention of vedic scholars. This
might have influenced him to suggest the above
explanation. According to Sayana, there are
three suktas in Rg Veda which suggest that daru
was regarded as the symbol of Brahma. The
immutable aspect of Brahman as different from
the mutable aspect is compared with a tree with
many branches: vrksa eva divitistatyeka or k u s
vrksak  kasmedam  varnam  ya  duva
pruthivinisthataksara. In these suktas the seer
enquires “what can be that tree and what can be
that forest in which it stands out and out of
which the earth and heaven came to be designed
by gods?” Sayana after reading these suktas
together makes a very significant suggestion at
the end: that the tree which is most ancient and
imperishable is Brahman himself. On the basis of
the conception of Sayana, Brahman can be
symbolized as a tree and the pranava is the
symbol of Brahma. The four Mantras of Pranava
(omkar) may correspond to the four vedas of
Brahman and in the Jagannatha temple the four
forms are carved to translate Brahman worship
into pranava worship. It is to be noted here that
in the Skandapurana and in Niladrimahodaya,
the deity is taken as Pranavarupi (devah
pranavarupeenah). This pranava worship later
on took the tantric form and subsequently the
puranic form and in this way the worship of
darubrahma and pranava has been transformed
into the worship of Balabhadra, Subhadra and
Jagannatha. All these must be understood to
constitute the basic tradition of Jagannatha
worship as {s current now.

Pranava is called the Sabdabrahma, because it is
at the root of the world of sounds. “Tasya
vachaka pranavah,” says the yoga system; “Om
ityetad aksharamidam sarvam” or ‘“‘sarvam
omkareva” says the Mandukya. *Sarvam hi etad
Brahma ayamatma brahma,” Mandukya
continues, “Om iti dhyayatwa atmanam,” says
Chhandogya. So brahman, atman, and Om-and
if we like, paravak,-these four are to be
correlated. Strangely,. each has got four mantras
or padas. As far as Vak is concerned, the padas
are para, pashyanti, vaikhari and madhyama.

From this perspective, Balabhadra may be
Vaikhari, Subhadra the connective link may be
Madhyama and Jagannatha the lotus-eyed may
be pasyanti and Sudarsan the paravak.
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According to the pacharatra school, these four
figures may be interpreted as virata, sutratma,
antaryami and suddha.  There is perfect
correspondence between these four and other
forms like vaisvanara, taijasa, prajna and santa,
or visva, taijasa, prajna and turiya advocated by
the same pancharatra school, So there seems to
be a definite reason to believe that Jagannatha in
all four forms taken together is not only the
universal deity worshipped by ail the castes of
Hindus but that it is the most ancient divinity,
the one and only Lord worshippable, the one and
only truth realizable and the one and only end
attainable, namely the Brahman. The atman and

%
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the paramjyoti as sighted in the deep spritual
experience by the seers of upanisadas and
Jagannatha is Jagannatha, not because He is the
Lord of the Universe but because He is the
Universe and the source of the Universe and
more particularly because He is all and
everything. His total aspect is revealed in the
four forms taken together, and when these are
taken together we not only have a
comprehensive view of things but we have
comprehension itself. If the comprehensive view

is philosophy then the philosophy of Jagannatha

is not a type of philosophical doctrine but
philosophy itself.

Institute of Orissan Culture
Bhubaneswar, Orissa,
India.

Bhagabat Sahu

It is appropriate and necessary that we
start any occasion with “OM” (AUM). “OM” is
called Pranava, the primordial and the very first
holy sound of this Universe. [t is in a way
“Logo” of Sanatana Dharma. “OM” is auditory
and graphic symbol of Brahman,

“OM” (AUM) is a combination of three
letters (A)2, (UYL, (MYS]. It was synthesized
very thoughtfully and intelligently by Seers into
an intricate letter. When we open our mouth and
create a sound it is @A), and when we close the
mouth and utter an sound it is&¢J(M). In between
opening and closing the mouth, if the sound is
continued G{(U) comes. For guttural and labial
enunciation, “A” and “U” become “O” as in
“OM.”  “A"” phonetically stands for the
beginning of sounds, “M” the end, and “U” ail
the middle sounds. Hence “AUM (OM)
represents all of the sounds in this Universe.
The sounds or the words represent all of our
thoughts possible in this Universe and
conceptually “OM” covers everything that we
can think of. .

Graphically in the letterﬁ’the front two
curves are the fusion of (A) @, and (U) 0
represent Bhu (Worldly things or gross physical
body) and the Bhuvar (Sukhma sharira, physical
or subtle body) respectively. The curve
projecting from the middle represents ¢1M) and
it stands for Svah (Causal plane). The small
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curve or Chandra-bindu which is the lingering
sound of OM stands for the Absolute Brahman
{Turiya).

In another analysis A, U and M stand
for waking state (Jagrat), dream state (Swapna)
and deep sleep state (Susupti) respectively.
“OM?” is the beginning letter for all Vedic slokas,
mantras and even tantras. It is the beginning
sound of Gayatri, Havan and Shanti Pathha. The
Mandukya and Taittriya Upanishad elaborately
describe OM as Brahman. All this cosmic
Universe is Eternal “OM.” One who knows OM
knows Atman.

The Bhagavad Gita (VIII. 12-13) also
says “Controlling all the senses, confining the
mind in the Heart, drawing up the Prana-Vayu
(through the Susumna) towards the head
Sahasrara), and thus occupied in the practice of
Yoga, he who departs from the body uttering the
one-syllable OM denoting Brahman, and
meditating on me, attains the Supreme Goal.”
Further in Verse IX. 17, Lord Krishna says
“Pavitram Om-Karah": T am the Holy word OM.

Hence, one who knows “OM” and
chants “OM”, knows Atman and Parambrahman
and attains mokshya (liberation).

quﬂ
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WISDOM OF THE AGED:
A GLIMPSE OF MEDICAL PRACTICE IN ORISSA IN 1950
Ghanashyam Tripathy

I graduated from S. C. B. Medical College (then
Orissa Medical College) in 1950 with a degree in
Medicine. [ was accepted for house surgeonship
under Prof. R. L. Khera. By then my friend and
classmate, Dr. Aditya N. Barman (Gandhi), was
the junior surgeon under Prof. Khera.

Another classmate, Dr. Dibakar Sharma, who
came from Ali (which is my home), after
completing six months of duty as a physician
went to practice medicine at Kalupara Ghata
eighty kilometers from Cuttack on the bank of
Lake Chilka. He took over the practice of Dr.
Chaitaniya Nath, an L.M.P. who had died
prematurely from cancer of the testes.  They
were related by marriage so the family invited
Dibakar to take over the practice.

Private practice in India meant just
running a clinic and selling medicine to make a
living. The practitioners had no privilege in
hospitals. In any case, there was no hospital or
any other health facility within forty mile from
Kalupara Ghata.

Some months after his departure, Dibakar wrote
me a letter saying that he had a chrenic duodenal
ulcer patient who did not respond to medical
management and needed an operation. There
was no lab work or x-ray to confirm the
diagnosis besides his clinical diagnosis from the
history and physical examination. I advised him
to send the patient to he was reluctant to do so
stating that the patient was very poor
{financially) and was unwilling to go anywhere
else. Dibakar wanted to know if it would be
possible for Gandhi and me to come to his place
to do the surgery. I discussed it with Gandhi and
he was quite enthusiastic to go to Kalupara
Ghata to do the surgery. Then we decided to take
Dr. Raju Mahanti as anesthetist. Raju was not an
anesthetist. He had finished one year of house
officer-ship and did not have a job. He was just
spending his time with Dr. Bahidar, the chief
anesthetist at the hospital. Raju had given open
ether anesthesia under the supervision of Dr.
Bahidar and was quite eager to come with us.
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It seemed to me that Dibakar wanted the
operation in his place to make an impression on
his patient, his family, and also the people
around Kalupara Ghata to show them that he had
influence and friends in Medical College of
Cuttack who would come to do the surgery
whenever his patients needed an operation. We
had the plan ready: Gandhi was the surgeon, |
was the assistant, and Raju Mahanti the
anesthetist, and Dibakar would act as the
instrument nurse.

We set one weekend when all of us would be off

~ duty to go to Kalupara Ghata. Keep in mind that:

(a) we had not seen the patient, (b) we did not
know the facilities Dibakar had, and (c¢) we did
not know if Dibakar had any instruments and
supplies. The only thing he assured us was that
he had a steam sterilizer, intravenous fluid,
normal saline, and 5% dextrose in water.

Also, picture in your mind that the place is in a
remote area of Puri District. There was no
electricity, no telephone, no running water, and
no connection with the outside world. Under
these conditions four young doctors were going
to perform a subtotal gastrectomy {removal of
part of the stomach} on a patient they had never
seen.

Since Gandhi was a junior surgeon, he had
access to the operating room supplies of the
hospital. He brought from O.R. the instruments
we needed, suture materials, gauze, sponges, and
cans of ether for anesthesia. Also, remetnber that
we were doing this surgery for our pleasure, not
for money.

By then Gandhi had just bought a third or fourth
hand MG convertible automobile from the police
superintendent, Narasingha Rath. We were
joined by three Tiki Mahanti, a friend and
relative of Gandhi, who came with us to help
Gandhi in driving because Raju Mahanti and 1
could not drive. This sport car needed to be
pushed to start the engine. We started on Friday
evening after dinner and drove for a while; then
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we had a flat tire. The spare tire had not been
cheeked for a while, so it did not have enough
air. We pumped air with a foot pump and
continued on our journey with the convertible
top down. In India, when we traveled, we always
carried extra cans of gasoline, so we were not
afraid of running out of gas (petrol). But we had
no protection from the rain showers on our way,
and the top would not stay up so we had to tie it.
Finally, we reached Dibakar’s place at about six
a.m. dusty, dirty, tired and wet.

The first thing we wanted to do was to operate
that morning so we could watch the patient on
Saturday. On Sunday we had planned a boat ride
on the Chilka lake. By Sunday evening we
would leave for Cuttack and Dibakar would take
over the post-op care, So we were in a big hurry
to start the surgery.

Even before breakfast we went to see the
operating room facilities. The building was a
mud house with a thatched roof If I remember
correctly, it had four or five fair sized windows
with {ron gratings. There were no glass nor
screens in the windows or in the door. The room
was well ventilated and had adequate natural
light to do the operation, we thought. The
operating table was just a flat wooden table. The
rest of the things we did not even care to look at.
The surgeon decided that we had brought
enough instruments and supplies adequate to do
the gastrectomy in natural light without any
problem.

Next we went to see the patient. He was pale as
paper and emaciated; only skin and bones. He
looked like a corpse. It pleased us, especially the
surgeon, because there was no fat or muscle to
fight for exposure, and it would be a very easy
gastrectomy. If it came to the worst, gastro-
enterostomy (a by-pass operation) could be done
in half an hour. The patient was both happy and
scared to see us. He pleaded with us to find out
his chances of recovery from the surgery. We
sounded a very optimistic note to him, as if there
was nothing to it. He then cried and said that he
had three small children and a wife and was
worried what would happen to them in case he
died. His family assured him not to worry about
those things at that moment. The family would
never abandon his children and would take care
of them.
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We then had our breakfast, it was rather a lunch.
We had puri, curry, bananas and papayas, etc.
After breakfast we started to unpack the
instruments and the supplies for the surgery.
Then Dibakar came with a very grim face and
told us not to unpack. First, we thought the
patient had probably died. He then told us that
the patient did not die but he did not want to be
operated. What reaily happened was that while
we were having breakfast, the late Dr. Nath's
father, who was over seventy years old, spoke to
the patient and advised him not to undergo the
surgery. He told him that even if he came out of
the surgery there would be no one to take care of
him after the operation because we would leave
and he was sure to die. Dibakar tried his best but
could not convince the patient again for the
operation. So the operation was canceled and the
wisdom_of the aged prevailed. The senior Nath
was absolutely correct. The patient had no
chance of surviving the surgery. Most likely he
would have died during induction of open ether
anesthesia. There was not even any oxygen
available there. We were somewhat disappointed
because we could not demonstrate our skill and
knowledge to impress the people there. The most
disappointed person was Dibakar. He was angry
and ashamed. He thought he lost his prestige
among his friends and the confidence of his
patients.

Since we had nothing else to do, after a great
lunch of fish and fruit we went for a pleasure
boat ride on Chilka Lake for the whole day. For
dinner we again had crabs, shrimp and fish
dishes of various kinds. The irony was that
Dibakar was a strict vegetarian from birth and
the place was heaven for seafood lovers. We
returned the next day. The return journey was
uneventful.

This incident created friction and unpleasanimess
between Dibakar and the Nath family, so he left
that place before the end of the year. He then
opened practice at his native place, Ali. I usually
visit him whenever [ go to my village. I last saw
him in 1992 and he is still practicing along with
his son who became an Ayruvedic doctor. Of the
other characters in this drama, Raju Mahanti,
came to the USA and has been dead for many
years. Gandhi is still practicing vascular surgery
and lives in Flushing, New York, and | am
retired.
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The Kalupara Ghata experience woke me up
from my sleep. ! realized that my tenure of house
surgeonship would end very soon. Out of forty
new graduates, only three were employed by the
government. There were no new jobs in sight. I,
therefore, in spite of my strong opposition to
private practice, looked for a place to open a
practice. [ visited several places in many remote
areas of the State. One of these places was in
Kujanga, near the present port of Paradeep. It
was  isolated, remote, and had no
commaunication, the same as in all rural areas. It
took a day to reach Paradeep from Cuttack.
When [ arrived [ found nothing except poor
villagers, fishermen and farmers, but plenty of
fish which I love. That was one of the places [
seriously considered to practice.

After visiting the Paradeep area, I went home to
ask Bapa for some financial help to open the
practice. While I was at home, our next door
neighbor, Maguni Patra, came to see me. There

was something wrong with the eye of one of his
bullocks. He insisted [ must do something for his
prized bullock because I was a doctor. I told him
that [ would not know what was wrong with his
bullock’s eye and | was not a doctor for animals.
He was not satisfied and begged me to take a
look. To please him, and my father, [ saw his
bullock. The eye was swollen and watering. He
opened the eye of his bullock for me. I just saw a
red eye and could do nothing, so [ just instructed
him to apply warm saline compresses three times
a day.

This incident completely discouraged and
demoralized me to practice in India where
people did not know the difference between a
doctor for human and a doctor for animal. It left
no doubt in my mind that private practice or
government job in India was not for me. I
became more determined to come to the USA,
and have had no regrets.

Deynton, Ohio
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ODISSI DANCE & PATNAIK SISTERS
Sneha P. Mohanty

Recently Indian classical dance in
multi-cultural and international festivals and
Cdissi dance have become synonymous in
greater San Diego area, thanks to Patnaik Sisters,
Laboni, Shibani, and Shalini. The three sisters
are from the northem San Diego suburb of
Encinitas, California and have been learning and
dancing Odissi, the ancient and traditional
classical dance form of Orissa, for last five years.
They are the daughters of Puma and Gopa
Patnaik.

Labeni, 16, Shibani, 13, Shalini, 12, had started
learning dance since they were five years old,
first Bharata Natyam, and then switching to
Odissi about five years ago. Laboni completed
her Arangatrum, the very first in San Diego, in
Januvary 1992 after undergoing seven years of
learning and one summer of rigorous fine tuning
with her Guru Dr. Vasanthi Shenoy's Guru in
Madras. The sisters' Odissi training is from
Nandita Behera of Los Angeles, Guru
Gangadhar Pradhan of Orissa Dance Academy,
Bhubaneswar, and lately from Manoranjan
Pradhan at Encinitas, who has been visiting for a
year from Bhubaneswar as an instructor of
Qdissi for the Center for World Music, San
Diego. Their daily dance practice lasts typically
for one and half hour in weekday and three hours
in weekend, divided equally between exercises
and items. To date they have learned many
dance pieces which form the backbone of Odissi,
namely, Mangala Charans set to different slokas,
Pallavis set to different ragas, Batu, Mokshya
and Abhinayas based on lyrics of Jaya Deva and
other mediaeval Oriya poets, with music
composed by late Pandit Bhubaneswar Misra,
and sung by distinguished team of musicians
such as Ghanashyam Panda and Bbhubaneswari
Mishra.

The Patnaik sisters have been visiting
Orissa alternate years, to be in touch with the
Gurus, the latest music, choreography, and
learning about other intricate details. This also
gives them a chance to continue learning the
beautiful Odissi vocal music, which is a must for
any dancer. The summer visits enables them to
achieve the perfection and mastery of this highly
lyrical and rhythmic dance style.

A1

For the last ten years, they have been dancing
before  American and Indian audiences
througheout the country under the auspice of
different societies, communities, and
organizations. They were chosen to represent
India in the "Nations of San Diego", an
international dance festival organized by the San
Diego Area Dance Alliance in 1994 and again in
1595, Presented for four consecutive sold out
nights to main stream audiences in San Diego,
this event created considerable interest and
appreciation for Odissi dance. Of the ten multi
cultural groups that participated in the festival,
San Diego's main news paper, San Diego Urion
Tribune, chose only Odissi picture of Patnaik
sisters first for their preview, and then another
Odissi picture again for their review of the
festival, a real treat for the Indian/Odissi group.

Their other recent performances have
been at San Diego State University, California
State University, San Marcos Dance Festival,
Multi cultural Heritage Day celebrations of the
Marine Base at Camp Pendleton, and San Diego,
Mingei International Museum, College Music
Society Convention, California Counselors
Association, Palm Springs, etc. They were the
only group invited to dance Mangala Charan at
the inaugural function of the KPBS Copley
Telecommunication Center, the latest 7 million
dollar TV studio of the San Diego Public
Broadcasting Corporation, and broadcasted live
by the PBS channel. In last year's Dance
Competition organized by the Indian community
in San Diego, where 25 different Indian Dance
groups participated, the Patnaik sisters were
judged Number one in all classical dance
categories! Whether it is Republic Day
celebration by F.ILA, or Diwali celebration by
the Hindu Shrimandir, or Janmastami at
ISKCON Temple, or India day at Self
Realization Fellowship (SRF), or Vedanta
Society, or Kali Puja, the Pamaik sisters have
never failed to charm the audience. They have
been reported many times in the local TV and
newspapers like San Diego Union Tribune,
Indian fournal Los Angeles, and India West San
Francisco and many other local papers. Last
summer as the sisters and their mother were
practising their dance with Manoranjan on
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Pakhawaj in the garage, a CBS News truck on
the way to another assignment stopped by to
explore the fascinating drum beats and the foot
beats in perfect harmony. Well, by the evening
the whole of San Diego knew what Odissi is and
did see a sample of the students at work.

The sisters have now achieved the
unique distinction of representing Odissi Dance,
as a premier Indian Classical Dance style, so
much so that they are now invited to perform
Odissi to represent India in many multi cultural
functions in Southern California. Typically they
get invited once a month for Odissi performance.

The sisters have the unique privilege of
performing privately for Pandit Ravi Shankar on
many occasions, who has been their family
friend for many years, and now is their neighbor.
George Harrison has been in the audience at one
time, who was visibly moved by the sisters
performance and charmed by the lyrical style of
Odissi.

The Patnaik sisters have been dancing
at OSA annual conventions since Toronto
convention in 1986. In the last Silver Jubilee
convention, the sisters presented a half hour long
dance drama "Sri Krishna Balya Leela", that they
had learnt at Orissa Dance Academy with
choreography and music specially composed and
recorded at Bhubaneswar.

Apart from dancing, the Patnaik sisters
learn Hindustani vocal music, and were students

of the late Shubho Shankar. During their visit to
Orissa they learn Odissi vocal music. All of
them are advanced students of western classical
violin (Suzuki style). Shibani, in addition learns
Hindustani style violin and Shalini learns Sitar.
Laboni is a junior at San Dieguito High School.
Besides various academic honors, she was
recently elected as the Treasurer of the school
ASB. Shibani is a eighth grader at Diegueno
Junior High and is very active in many school
activities: Shalini is a sixth grader at Olivenhain
Pioneer Elementary and an all rounder in her
school. One of her essays in her class was so
much appreciated that it was reported in the local
press, as representing the smart ideas of young
American kids.

Now that the concept of melting pot is
long dead and the idea of cultural pluralism is
well accepted in the society, the sisters are
getting more requests than they can handle from
various school districts and individual schools
for performance and demonstration. Since all of
them cannot take time off from school for day
time performances, they take turns. One magnet
school of performing arts has invited the sisters
for two consecutive years to teach and demo
three classes of Indian music in one week; vocal,
instrumental, and dance.

Sneha Mohanty lives in Huntington Beach with
her husband Dr. Nirode Mohanty and her
daughter Lisa. She knows the Patnaik Sisters
since their birth and has seen them grow as their
"Dolly Apa".




YOUTH CORNER:
SECOND GENERATION ODISSI ARTISTS FROM CANADA
Pramod Patanaik

Odissi is the classical dance form of Orissa. It is part
of our culture and heritage. [n the recent years, there
has been an increasing popularity of Odissi in USA
and Canada primarily due to the dedicated efforts of
many pioneering artists and establishment of
numerous dance schools promoting Odissi dance.
Chitralekha Patnaik is one of the foremest exponents
of Odissi dance and the founder of Chitralekha
Dance Academy established some 15 years ago. The
Chitralekha Dance Academy is the premier cuitural
institution in Canada and is devoted to imparting
training in Odissi dance. It is an extension of the
Orissa Dance Academy, Bhubaneswar , Orissa. The
Academy strives and follows the legendary Gurus of
Odissi dance and music; Guru Pankaj Charan Das,
Padmabhusan Kelu Charan Mohapatra, Guru
Gangadhar Pradhan and the list is extensive.

Contituity of the culture depends not only on the
promoters but also on the progeny who take the
interest, dedication and addiction to promote it for
the next generation. To its credit , the Academy has
produced three extremely talented young Odissi
dancers of the second generation, Miss Ellora
Patnaik, Miss Sarba Das and Mr. Debraj Patnaik.

Under the guidance of her mother, Chitralekha
Patnaik, Ellora Patnaik began her dance training at
the age of seven. She has intensively studied under
the leading gurus of the Odissi style in Orissa,
including advanced work in expressive dance-acting
{abhinaya) with the famous dancer Padmasri

Sanjukta Panigrahi. EHora has performed extensively
in North America. She is an instructor at the
Chitralekha Academy. Recent credits include
performances for the World Hunger Project and the
Folk Arts Council at Ontario Place in Toronto.
Canada. Parallel to her dancing career, she has also
been nurturing her [ove for theater and auditioned
successfully for The American Academy of Dramatic
Arts. She is the first Indian to successfutly enter the
American Academy.

Miss. Sarba Das, daughter of Santosh and Sulekha
Das of New Jersey is one of the leading dancers in
Odissi at the Chitralekha Dance Academy. Trained
by Chitralekha. she has widely performed in USA
and Canada. She is a teaching instructor at the
Chitralekha Dance Academy. A year ago, she
performed at the Lincoin Center in New York.
Currently, she is a Junior at Yale majoring on Film
studies. This year, she will be visiting the University
of Paris for further studies in French Films.

Devraj, a very young and upcoming artist is the first
male Odissi dancer in North America. He has been
trained by his mother, Chitralekha and Guru
Gangadhar Pradhan. Devraj plays a leading role at
the Chitralekha Dance Academy as a teaching
instructor. He is not only a creative dancer, but also a
fine instrumentalist. He is an excellent exponent of
both Tabla and Pakhawaj. Devraj has received the
scholarship from the Shastri Foundation, University
of Calgary for further studies in his percussion
instruments.
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We help you

take a dream
and turn it into reality.

India isn't just your homeland. It is a bold, new force in
the global economic framework.

New technology. New business. New opportunities. A
new outlook that aggressively competes in the world of
finance and investments.

State Bank of India’s in-depth understanding of India
and the freedom of growth that makes India a vibrant
and booming investment opportunity are the resources
you need to charr a sound financial course.

The best decisions come from knowledge, expertise
and sound strategy. State Bank of Indias specialized
resources and strong branch network (over 8,000
branches worldwide) open doors for our customers
and give you access to the people who know India best.

We will customize a financial package for your needs that
lets you take advantage of long- and short-term growth
opportunities.

Call us today for first-class service and the tools you need
to grow your financial plan.

State Bank of India

NRI Services

V'ch. [ want to know more.
Please send me detaiis on State Bank
of India’s savings plans.

Name:
Address:

| City:
| State: Zip:
Telephone:

Mail to the State Bank of India near you.

State
Bank
of India

New York: 450 Park Ave.. NYC, NY [0022 / 1-800-6 DIAL SBI/ 1-212-735-1766 Flushing: 42-08 Main St, Flushing, NY 11355/ 1-718-445.3900

Chicago: 19 5, LaSalle St Suite 200. Chicago. 1L 0603 / 1-800-621-1299 / 1-312-621-1200 Washingron: 2001 Pennsylvania Ave., Suite 625,

Washington, DC 10006 / 1-202-196-4061 (Califomia Subsidiaries) Los Angeles: 707 Wilshire Blvd., Suite 1995, Los Angeles. CA 90017/ 1-800-252-7250
Artesia: 17127 Piopeer Blvd.. Suite A, Antesia, CA 90701 /1-310-365-5009 CANADA~ Toronto: Suite 800. Royal Bank Plaza - Nornh Tower,

200 Wetlington, Toronte, Ontario M5 2J2 Canada /1-416-365-1735 Vancouver: 104-1001 West Broadway, Vancouver, B.C. V6H 4BI Canada / 1-604-731-6635

Thase deposils are held in India and are accepled i accordance with Aeserve Bank of India's or Slate Bank of India's programs for Non-Resident Indians. These dapouits are not
insured by FOIC or COIC nor by any INSuUrance comoration outtide Indla, These are not the cokgatiens of ofices of State Bank of Indig it U.S.A. and thers i3 no recourss aganst the

Bank's branches located outsids India.

© 1954 Twiln C. Duncan
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BEST WISHES AND COMPLIMENTS

FOR A

SUCCESSFUL OSA CONVENTION
1995

FROM

SABYASACHI MAHAPATRA

CARDIOLOGIST

NEBRASKA HEART INSTITUTE

LINCOLN
NEBRASKA
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« The ancient named attributed to old prome is Srikshetra, so often mentioned in the Mon
Records as Sikset or Srikset, and by the Chinese pilgrims as Si-li-cha-la- lo : and Srikshetra is the holy
land or Puri on the ancient Kalinga Coast +++ The old name of pegu is Ussa which but a form of orda
or Orissa. It is difficult to disbelieve that pagu colonized from Orissa or was once dominated by a people

who migrated from Orissa®
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"The people of Kalinga who have proved to be the pioneer Colonists of India, Indonesia and
Ocenia, are probably the very same people whom the modern barbarians of the Pacific and Indian regard
with are awd wonder as people from the sky who civilized them, taught tham the nudiments of Culture”
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A TRIP TO ORISSA

Lalu Mansinha

During December 1994 | visited Orissa and many places in India. A recant of the trip, may be of interest to
the ORNET community and JOSA readers. [ am a member of SEEDS. The community development aspect is
essentially a report for SEEDS, but should be of interest to others.

Part A: Cuttack and Orissa and India in December 1994

Part B: 'Delhi Has Declared the Plane to be Safe’

Part C: Report to SEEDS (Sustainable Economic & Educational Development Society)

PART A: Cuttack and Orissa and [ndia in
December 1994

[ am revisiting the countryside where [ was born,
where [ grew up. Yet [ feel | am an alien traveler,
from another land, another civilization. Everything
looks vaguely familiar, but not familiar enough. [
recognize a street, a corner, few buildings, a few
neighborhoods in Cuttack. but I can no longer find
my way around. It is not just the passage of time, of
advancing years and the weakening of memory.
Cuttack has become another city. The Cuttack of my
youth had vast open spaces. All the spaces are gone.
The Cuttack of my youth has vanished.

There are parts of Cuttack that defy description
as a city. At best it is an overgrown village with
narrow winding streets, open sewers, the stench of
decay. The tragedy is that all the new urban growth
within the last two decades mimics the old Cuttack,
with new narrow winding streets, new open sewers,
but with the same stench of decaying biological
waste. [ am told that there is a master plan. If there
is one, it must be very flexible. The pressure of a
growing population, currently thought to be 500,000,
has outstripped any official plan. The teeming
population, all upwardly mobile in a continuing
economic boom, demands services at all income
level. These services, primarily working out of
minimum squarefootage retail stores, are the new
structures lining both sides of all major streets. New
pan shops, tea shops, clothing stalls, stationary stores
jostle for space.

And yet somethings have remained the same.
The rickshawpuiler who used to take me to school
still sits at the same spot, waiting for a passenger. He
has not changed in appearance; he looks the same as
he looked 40 years ago. He is still poor, still leases
the rickshaw. [ asked why in 40 years he has been
unable to own his rickshaw. There is a wry smile;
he has a drinking problem. He drank his profits away.
There is no accumulated wealth. There is no capital
to invest.

LA EE ]
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The rickshawpuller and | have an old unspoken
agreement. Whenever I come to Cuttack. he will be
my rickshaw for the first day, staying with me the
whole day. My side of the agreement is that |
compensate him appropriately. It is not difficult to be
generous when ane thinks in dollars and spends in
rupees.  This time [ feel guilty. For, | am
contributing to his alcoholism. 1 am also sad. The
economic boom in India. the upward migration of
tens of millions from poverty to middle class, has
passed this Oriva rickshawpuller by. More than forty
years of backbreaking labor, with no unemployment
insurance, no health plan, no pension plan. The past
is not much to recount; there no future to look
forward to.

This Oriya rickshawpuller is not an isolated case.
What ails him is what ails Orissa. Looking at
Cuttack and Bhubaneswar one would be misled about
the prosperity of Orissa. The economic boom in
India of recent years has barely touched Orissa.
Orissa lags behind other states in virtually all
economic indicators. The reasons are many. It is
traditional to point the finger at outside interests, lay
the blame on external agencies. The cause must be
within ourselves. There is no tradition of saving for
investment. There is a long tradition of eating well
{and nowadays drinking too). Virtually the entire
saving of a middie class family is spent on a
daughter's wedding. The wealth of the Oriya
community is constantly dissipated; there is no
determined concentration for eventual investment.

In India as a whole there is an atmosphere. The
ambiance is much like what | imagine the United
States was like in the mid nineteenth century. A
young country, confident of its destiny, proud of its
different way of life, went through a convulsion of
invention and creativeness that would affect the
world for a century and more. That was the country
of Lincoln, of Edison. of Ford, of McCormic, of the
Wright brothers. That burst of creativeness has not
yet happened in India; but the pride, the confidence
and the belief that India will be the 'Tiger of Asia',
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within a very short time, is there. Once A sense of
secure stability is achieved, the convulsion of
inventiveness may happen.

India is an young country, barely fifty years ago
it took control of its own destiny. The pride simply
oozes out in conversations with mid-level
bureaucrats, with young businessmen. The
continuing newspaper reports of technological
achievements, and the ongoing economic boom, has
nurtured this sense of national destiny. There is no
longer the anxious hankering to obtain foreign goods;
Indian manufactured goods are now of excellent
quality. There is the story of how Tata designed and
manufactured small trucks beat out Toyota and
Mazda trucks in the Indian market. There is the story
of the Indian designed supercomputers; of polar
rocket launch vehicles, of nuclear submarines. Even
the ISRO spy scandal is something to be proud of:--
the foreign countries feel that the Indian design of the
cryogenic rocket engine is worth stealing. Booming
agricultural and industrial production and new
investments are the pride of Kerala, Tamilnadu, West
Bengal, Maharastra, Gujerat, Punjab. Sadly, in
virtually all economic indices Orissa iags.

There has been progress in Orissa. The phone
system has improved considerably. Virtually every
locality in Orissa is now connected by phone. Public
telephones (called STD-ISD-PCO; 1 do not
understand why the signs do not simply say 'Phone’)
are available all over. Tam told that the credit for the
telephonisation of Orissa goes to a Oriya federal
cabinet minister, Mr. Gomango.( I was also toid that
credit for the extensive train links in Orissa go to
another cabinet minister, Mr. Lenka.). It is now
much easier to contact people and get things done. I
could not have met Mr. Bharat Agarwal (AVBKA)
without the widespread phone links (See Part C).

A warning note: while the phone technology
works, the people running the system have not
changed. Phone numbers are changed without any
prior notice. Phones go out of order, or the speech
quality deteriorates at random. Inquiries to Directory
Assistance usually returned wrong information. I
was repeatedly told that world famous Guru Kelu
Charan Mahapatra has no phone. Of course he does
have a phone; [ got the number through my sister.
But by and large the phone system works, and works
well.

The second factor in increasing efficiency in
Orissa is the easy availability of 'taxis'. For about US
$15 or less one can have a taxi for a day. The drivers
usually know the localities in Cuttack and
Bhubaneswar and even with the vaguest of addresses,
one can usually go to one's destination. | have
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comeback with a great respect and admiration of
Oriya drivers in navigating through the narrow and
narrower streets of Cuttack and the perpetually
wrong way bicycles, scooters, cars, trucks, bulls,
pedestrians, dogs of city streets and highways. So
skillful were the drivers that to me appeared as if the
car was an extension of the driver's entity. The driver
always appeared to know the exact position of the
boundaries of the car, maneuvering arocund various
animate and inanimate objects with millimeter
precision. So many times each day 1 was certain a
collision would occur, an accident would take place;
but I was wrong time and again.

There are many new types of cars on Indian
roads. Some quite fancy looking. But my admiration
is reserved for the venerable, diesel powered
Ambassador. A crudely put together car by any
standard.  Virtually no effort has been spent in
making the car elegant, Exposed nuts and bolts show
the absence of sophistication in design. But I will not
stieer again at the Ambassador car. It must be one of
the worlds toughest vehicles. We went over some of
the worst roads in India with no broken axles,
springs, shocks etc. The economics of the car is also
amazing. It costs Rs300,000 new. After 10 vears of
usage {I was told that the mileage was not important),
the car can be sold for Rs150,000. Ten years of use
for roughly US $5000.!!

The newly rich are quite visible in Orissa and in
India. There is vast amount of disposable
discretionary income, and they are using the income
for the good things of life. The huge and growing
middle class is the primary engine pushing the
economic boom and is also the prime factor
threatening life and the way of life. The smelly and
dirty diesel fumes in most cities and on major
highways are now a major cause of persistent throat
and lung problems. India always had biological
contamination in food and water. Thanks to the
success of the Indian chemical industry, the level of
herbicides and pesticides in Indian foodstuffs is now
the highest in the world.

But my horror was triggered by an article by
Menaka Gandhi on the widespread use of an human
drug to force milk flow in cows. In humans the drug
is used for rapid uterine contractions to induce labor.
In milk cows an injection of the drug into the
muscles forces the cow to unload the milk for seven
minutes. A calf is not necessary to 'persuade’ milk
flow. For large (and small) dairies there is no longer
a necessity to house and feed and raise a calf just for
milk production. | could not believe that the illiterate
‘gauda's of Orissa could be sophisticated enough to
inject a cow with a banned and illegal substance. But
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on inquiries in Cuttack, | found that this illegal drug
is being used all over the place. Residuals of the
injected drug remain in the cow and proceed into the
milk. The long term effect of this drug on human
population is unknown. I was conscious of this new
pharmaceutical contaminant every time [ sipped tea,
coffee, and everytime [ enjoyed a 'rosogolla’.

The literate are conscious of the high leve! of
biological, chemical and pharmaceutical
contamination in foedstuffs. There is this fatalistic
feeling that there is nothing one can do. Several
times | was given this black humor, a humor of
desperation: 'The good thing about the high poilution
levels in Orissa (India) is that if we can survive here,
we can survive anywhere'. The people are hardy, but
not hardy enough. There is the inevitable increase in
deaths from cancer. Virtually unknown during my
youth, cancer is now not uncommon.

The economic boom in the country has had
cultural fallouts. Television and VCR are
commonplace, and many watch foreign TV
broadcasts from satellites. The fascination with
television has resulted in decline of going to the
movies; many old movie houses have shut down.
There has been a decrease in readership of
newspapers and magazines. [ could see a decline in
the number of English language magazines. Back in
1987 a number of good magazines were available.
At present the only readable magazines are India
Today and the Reader's Digest. The promising
magazines of a decade ago are gone.

I visited my Alma Mater, IIT Khargpur. I was
told that the social camaraderie of the students in the
evenings, with ping pong, carrom or just plain
conversation have vanished. Everyone is glued to the
TV screen.

There is a superficial distike of American culture
and disparaging remarks about the decadence of the
American way of life. And yet there is no escaping
the fact that Indians are doing in 50 years what the
British could not in 300 years -- the westernisation of
India and Indian society. The current government
policy of the free market economy and the
privatization of just about everything are a result of
direct US influence on Indian thinking. The fondness
of the urban middle class youth for noodles, of pizza,
of chinese food, for blue jeans, for Ray-Ban glasses,
directly mimic whatever is the trend in North
America. The TV soap Santa Barbara is India's
window to life in America.
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Part B: 'Delhi has Declared the Plane to be Safe’

My experiences with Indian Airlines on
December 35, 1994, Most of you have traveled from
Delhi to Bhubaneswar, via Varanasi. Normally the
trip takes about 2 hours or so. 1 took 27 hours. We
took off from Delhi ‘on time', i.e. half hour late. Our
spanking new Indian Airlines Airbus 320 developed
some minor engine problems at Varanasi. The
captain saw some blackness in the jet exhaust of the
left engine. We were told that it meant that a tiny
amount of oil was leaking into the exhaust. The
captain decided that the problem was serious enough.
We were informed that we wiil be bused to a hotel. [
rate passengers demanded that Indian Airlines send a
relief plane. We were only | hour from Delhi. And
it is not that IA did not have enough planes. A news
report the previous day said that [A had too many
planes and was trying to a sell off a few to East-West
Alrlines.

| was taken aback by the anger of many of the
passengers at a technical problem, probably beyond
the control of the airline. No, I was told, these
people (the IA officials) will do nothing unless
actually threatened. Just look at him (referring to the
senior [A official at Varanasi). We shout at him. He
does not care. He hears shouting from angry
passengers ail the time. He will go home and sleep.
He will not phone Delhi for a replacement plane.

As expected, the IA official in Benares ignored
the request for another plane and bused the
passengers into a hotel. Among the passengers was a
lone, sick old lady. She was on the plane with the
expectation that she would be in Bhubaneswar within
a few hours. I saw several concerned passengers
looking after her. The IA officials were of course not
there to look after her.

We were told to wait. IA would inform the
passengers when to go to the airport next day. Most
waited around the hotel. 1 got up early and asked the
hotel when can we reasonably expect to return to the
airport. The hotel clerk has had experience with IA
before. He said don't expect to leave before 2 PM. |
and a friend went onto see the temples, the Ganges,
and the city. The [A officials did not informed
anyone of the time of departure. Those who waited
the whole day at the hotel were furious with IA. The
young German tourist said he did not mind the
difficulties of travel in India. But he could have seen
Varanasi if only the IA officials had told him nothing
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would happen before 3 PM.

We were bused back in the afternoon at about 3
PM, after assurances that the problem with the engine
was fixed. On arrival at the airport we found the
A320 Airbus on the runway. The captain was still
testing the engines. Now we could see blackness in
the exhaust of both the engines. Clearly the plane
was not ready to takeoff, After several hours of wait
we were told that we should be prepared to be bused
back to the hotel for another overnight stay. At this
point a very angry group of passengers surrounded
the IA official and demanded that he find a plane to
take all of us to Bhubaneswar.

The official disappeared for about ten minutes,
came back and informed us that we should prepare
for takeoff. He told us 'Delhi has declared the plane
safe’. Now the irate group of passengers were even
more angry. They wanted to go to Bhubaneswar, but
not in an unsafe plane. The captain was brought out
to the waiting room and tried to reassure the
passengers. He said his life was on the line too. He
would not consent to fly a plane that was not
airworthy. He provided no explanation as to why the
same problem in one engine did not allow a takeoff
the evening before, but now that it is present in both
the engines, it is suddenly OK now.

The A official now brushed aside all fears of the
passengers regarding the airworthiness of the plane.
He now talked tough, and basically told us to get on
that plane or stay behind. He gave us no alternative.
There were others like me, on a very tight schedule.
I thought of staying yet another night in Varanasi and
trying to get a ticket next day. [ decided to take my
chances and get on the plane. The young German
traveler said this was his second vacation in India.
He was certainly not coming again, to spend most of
his vacation at Indian airports. The tired travel wary
passengers said their prayers and got on the plane.
Normaily [ am an atheist. Even I said my silent
prayers. For good measure [ also asked the lady next
to me to pray for the plane also.

Alas, our tribulations were not over. Afler we
were all seated in the plane the captain said that the
weather report from Bhubaneswar showed that the
weather conditions at that airport was below
minimum standard. We sat in the plane for another
45 minutes. The captain then said that he has
obtained the latest weather report. Conditions were
stil! bad, but he had decided to takeoff, hoping that
the condition will improve. Nobody coutd figure out
what was the weather condition in Bhubaneswar at
the beginning of December, in the evening, that had
the captain worried. The irate German passenger by
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my side said that Bhubaneswar must be having a
freak snow sterm,

It was about 8 o'clock in the evening as we
approached Bhubaneswar. 1 looked out, checking for
whatever had worried the captain. Visibility was
good. There was no rain, no fog, and of course no
snow. It was a perfect winter evening. During our
enforced stay at Varanasi the Indian Airlines office in
Bhubaneswar had got tired of inquiries about the
delayed flight and had simply stopped answering the
phones. My friend came to the airport when he heard
the plane and figured that this must be the delayed
flight from Deihi.

As always, there is a silver lining. The forced
stay in Varanasi allowed me to meet and talk with
some of the passengers. I discovered a friend from
Montreal who has had a dream of starting a factory in
Orissa. After many trips to India and Orissa,
arranging financing, getting permission etc,, the
factory still has not started. This, he said, was his last
trip, the last effort. If things do not work out, he wil}
give up his dream.

[ met a Chinese steel engineer, on his tenth or so
trip to Paradip. He missed an important meeting
involving the joint Indian-Chinese steel plant. I told
him that it must be the will of the gods, to make us
stay in the Holy City. He laughed and said that
actually Indian Airlines has improved a lot last year,
In fact he was surprised that we left Delhi on time. 1
was puzzled; 1 told him we left Delhi about 30
minutes late. That my friend, is on time for this
airline, he said.

The service in the air (on IA) and at the airports
were of course not up to international standards. But
there was a general listlessness about every action,
every movement. The airports all looked frayed,
worn out, in need of maintenance, repair,
modernization, a washing, a coat of paint. The
employees needed motivation and discipline. Sad
that Indian pilots can fly the Airbus, but the ground
crew cannot keep the buildings neat and tidy.
Everything is there. All that is needed is a liitle
dedication, a sense of duty. That little something
seemed to be missing.

And then I landed at Calcutta. [ could not
believe it. A modem functioning effictent airport.
With the spanking new surroundings, even the
normally moribund IA employees were smiling.
Virtually on my last day in India, I found an urban
landscape in India that appears to function. The
airport sits close to the modern Calcutta suburb of
Salt Lake City. Yes! India can run a modem urban
center, complete with services. But that is not all.
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Calcutta, with its teeming poor, so many of whom
live on the sidewalks, has one of the lowest street
crime rates in the world. This was so unbelievable
that [ asked a news professional. She said it was true.
Calcutta had a high rate of political crime, but a very
low rate of petty random street crime. Perhaps our
culture, with its long tradition of gentility, is showing
through. So we can all rejoice in the good statistic.

Part C: Report to SEEDS (Sustainable Economic
& Educational Development Society)

One of the aims of the trip to Orissa in
December 1994 was to visit the SEEDS project in
Kalahandi. Originally [ was hoping that Priyadarsan
Patra, I and Mike Powell would be able to travel
together. However each one had different travel
plans and it was not possible to coordinate the travel.
As it turned out, Mike and I did not get to Kalahandi.
I see that Priyadarsan and Umakanta made it.

I would like to report to you about (1) Two
meetings with Mr. Bharat Agarwal of ABVKA; (2) A
visit to a Rotary Village Corps project at Andheisahi-
Gopinathpur and Satyabhamapur, near Cuttack; (3)
Meetings with senior Crissa Government officials
concerning a large scale reforestation/ aforestation
project in the Talcher - Anugul area, using the flyash
fertilizer developed by Dr. Mike Powell; (4) Meeting
with Mr. $.K. Mohanty of Association for Social
Reconstructive  Activities (ASRA) of Pithapur,
Cuttack.

1. Prior to the departure [ had obtained the telephone
number of Mr. Agarwal from Priyadarsan. I phoned
that number and was told that he was in Berhampur; I
was also told that he would be in Cuttack in a few
days and was given a phone number and the time and
day he would available.

I phoned him at about 1¢ PM on December
9. Since I did not know my way around in Cuttack,
he volunteered to come and meet me right away. He
brought along a local worker, Mr. Binoy Bhuyan.
We had a wide ranging discussions, lasting over an
hour. We fixed up details of the visit with Mike
Powell for December 31. Mr. Agarwal said he will
come to Swosti Hotel in Bhubaneswar on December
30 evening to meet Mike and me., and then travel
with us next morning. He was going to make all
arrangements for food and lodging on the way, even
though [ told him that through my contacts [ could
make arrangements myself. He was extremely
solicitous about our meals, inquiring about special
requirements etc.
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As it turned out, we had to cancel the trip
because a meeting was scheduled with Mr.
Pyarimohan Mahapatra, IAS, on the 31[st, regarding
the flyash project. However Mr.Agarwal did come
and meet Mike Powell me on December 30. After a
few minutes it turmed out that he had been having a
severe migraine attack for the past few days. We
were definitely impressed with his dedication to the
cause. He looked so ill and so much in pain that
Mike gave him some Tylenol, to give him some
relief.

I had particularly wanted Mike Powell and
Bharat Agarwal to meet, basically to educate him
(Mike) on our Kalahandi project. When the Flyash
project gets funded, the project would pay all costs in
transporting the fertilizer to the forestation site, and
would bear the cost of planting. However, for the
seedlings to thrive, it is very important that the local
villagers look after and guard the seedlings until trees
could be harvested for their common benefit. After
talking to Mr. Agarwal, 1 felt that our ongoing
SEEDS project has already started the creation of a
community spirit in the 100 or so villages in our
project area, Thus my expectation is that the
seedlings will be looked after. As [ write this (in
January 1995}, my expectation is that large scale
funding will be forthcoming from Canada. We
should know in a few months.

2. Rotary Prgject in Andheisahi - Gopinathpur -
Satyabhamapur

This is a service project of the Rotary Village
Corps., run by the Cuttack Mid-Town Rotary Club
(There are three different Rotary Clubs in Cuttack). [
came to know of this project when | was describing
to my uncle, Mr. Durgamadhab Behura, our
Kalahandi project. Mr. Behura retired as Director of
Agriculture, Orissa, 27 years age. Today at 84 he is
mentally and physically active and is a prime mover
in the Rotary project. Rupee for rupee this must be
one of the most cost effective community projects in
Orissa, probably in India. Every rupee donated to the
project is actually spent in the village. The Rotary
Club absorbs alt administrative costs.

The three villages are located about 45 minutes
away by car from Cuttack city. We visited only one
village, because of shortage of time. We saw trees
planted and flourishing; we saw a pre-school with
kids singing away; we saw a pond with fish stock.
The fish will provide good cash return when sold in
the local market. We saw piles of straw for fodder
and roofing. We talked to villagers that happened to
be around. They were full of praise for the project
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and wanted more. [t was impressive.

Rotary provides ideas and expertise and the cost
of materials. Rotary also persuades local officials to
provide certain facilities like, road, school, electricity
and so on. For construction, planting etc. the
villagers provide the labor.

Mr. Behura, Mike Powell and I spent the better
part of a day at the village. [ am describing my
impressions from memory; it is possible that [ have
missed certain of the accomplishments. Ours was a
surprise visit; yet we saw activity around us, We
talked to whoever was around in the village. So what
we saw is real, not a well rehearsed show.

To provide drinking water, they have sunk 12
hand operated tube-wells. We saw several in use. To
provide irrigation they have sunk one large diameter
diesel powered tube-well. The villagers have built a
pump house and irrigation channels of brick and
concrete. The bricks are locally made. We saw one
brick pile oven which had just been fired. We were
told that the new bricks are for the veterinary
hospital.

The success in agriculture has been dramatic.
With improved stock and instructions in usage of
compost and fertilizers, the paddy yield has been
doubled. New quality seedlings has led to a variety
of high yield vegetables for family use and
marketing. The villagers have been given advice on
what trees to plant in the backyard. We saw a small
garden patch with mango, banana, papaya, bamboo,
chakunda trees, all flourishing and now about 40-50
fts tall. The whole idea is that each family, with a
small plot of land can be self sufficient in basic needs
such as fuel, fodder and fruits and vegetables.

With Rotary funding the villagers started
building a high school.. Each year they have added
one new room to the school. They have already
reached Class 7 and are planning to go to Standard
12 (#2). The salaries of the teachers are being met
from Rotary and government funds. We saw the
school, but on that day there were no classes.

The villagers have also built an one room pre-
school. [ saw about 20 happy kindergarten level
children, singing away. I had a brief chat with the
lady teacher. The same school house is used for
vocational instructions such as tailoring, for health
information such as birth centrol.

What remains to be done here? The villagers
told me that they badly need a 'veterinary hospital'.
All the hospital is a two tiny rooms with a roof. The
foundation has been dug, some stones and bricks are
lying around. The project has run out of funds.
Estimated cost for completion is Rs100,000. = US
$3000.
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The villagers said that the single irrigation pump
does not reach ail the land and they need a second
tube-well and pump. Estimated cost Rs!50,000. =
US$5000.

Mike Powell was sufficiently impressed that he
would be willing to provided for aforestation project
for this area. We talked to the villagers and they
would be willing to look after the trees once planted.

My question to SEEDS: <Can we help this
ongoing, successfil community project? Certainly we
will be given credit for the help they receive.
Certainly we can bask in the existing success, while
contributing a smail amount.

3. The Flyash Fertilizer Project: This is the
brainchild of Dr. Mike Powell. Brief Introduction:
Indian coal has a very high level of non-
combustibles, about 45%. Thus for every load of
coal that comes to a thermal power plant, half a load
has to disposed of. With all the projected thermal
power plants, it is estimated that by 2000 AD, Orissa
has to find ways to dispose of 100 million tons
antnually.

The flyash being fresh out of the furnace, is
highly reactive. Among other things it contains heavy
metals and uranium. The concentration of radio
elements in Indian coal is 10 to 20 times the world
average. So the flyash shouid not simply be dumped.
The toxic elements will enter the river and ground
water system.

The metals and element that are toxic at high
concentrations are necessary for plant growth, in
trace amounts. Most old forests have an efficient
reuse cycle for the trace elements. If this cycle is
broken, then plant growth is retarded or ceases
altogether. In the Amazon rain forest the decaying
leaves and trees allow the trace elements to leach into
the ground, to be reabsorbed by the growing trees.
When trees are taken away or burnt, this recycle
chain is broken. The forest does not grow. In fact
nothing grows on cleared forest land in the Amazon
basin because of the absence of trace elements.

The same considerations apply to Orissa forests.
There has been continuous depletion of trace
elements. Dr. Poweil plans to make a fertilizer by
mixing flyash and any available organic sludge (from
ditches, ponds, lakes) or compost (from water
hyacinth) and use as a forestry fertilizer for
aforestation and reforestation. Thus in one step we
would have accomplished two things: disposal of the
flyash and addition of fertilizers to the forest. I have
been told that at present no fertilizer is used in
reforestation projects.
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Dr. Subashis Tripathy of the Pollution Control
Board in Bhubaneswar and 1 met Mr. Pyarimohan
Mahapatra and other senior officials of the Govt. Of
Orissa during the first week of December. A second
meeting took place on December 31, this time with
Mike Powell being present.

Those of you who heard him at the July 1994
OSA Convention may recall that Dr. Powell's test
plantations in Qrissa show growth rates at least
double that of control plants. The Govt. Of Crissa
wants a large-scale-test in the Talcher-Anugul area,
and is providing funding for this part. The federal
Department of Science and Technology in Delhi is
also inveolved, as are other provinces. Substantial
funding is expected from Canada, but has not yet
been finalized. When that comes through, Mike
assures me that our Kalahandi project will be a part
of this, as well as the Rotary Village Corps project
mentioned above,

4, Association for Social Reconstructive Activities
{ASRA), Cuttack. [ had a visit from Mr. S.K.
Mohanty, Secretary General. [ have a copy of their
93-94 annuai report. Mr. Mohanty told me of their
old age home in the Jagatsinghpur-Balikuda area.
With children moving away for jobs elsewhere, many
old people are now destitute and helpless. This
group runs an old age home, with 25 inmates. I
heard a number of touching accounts of ill, starving
and abandoned old men and women being brought
into the old age home. With longer life span, and
with children moving away from the villages, care of
the elderly is now a major social concem.

ASRA has set up a family welfare center at
Baharana, with 1 lady doctor and 25 Health Workers,
covering 41 target villages.

[ first heard of ASRA when [ was describing the
Kalahandi project to my brother-in- law, Mr. Lalit
Mohan Nanda. He said he belongs to ASRA and

arranged the meeting with Mr. Mohanty. [ would
have liked to visit the various ASRA projects, but
there was not enough time.

My Recommendations: In the past we, who live
in comfort in North America, hid behind the excuse
that we do not have any trustworthy organization to
send money to. We now see that there are many
good, active organizations that need our support. [
recommend that we continue our support of those
groups who already have major projects underway.
We avoid all groups that siphon off significant
amounts of the donated funds for personal profit ( 1
met a few of these types also). So (1) We continue
the funding of AVBKA project in Kalahandi (2) We
should support specific parts of the Rotary Village
Corps. Project. (3) Explore the possibility of support
for ASRA projects.

Epilogue: This is the last of a three part report.
Since this is a travelogue, I should list other places
visited and other tasks done. I saw prehistoric cave
paintings (somewhere between 5000 and 100,000
years old) near Bhopal; the Buddhist stupas at
Sanchi; the temples at Khajuraho. I presented an
invited paper at the annual meeting of the Indian
Geophysical Union at Hyderabad, and a colloquium
at the Indian Institute of Technology, Khargpur.
Topics that I covered:(i} measuring minute changes
in the gravity field of the earth with a
superconducting gravimeter; (i) a new method of
spectral analysis of time series; (iii) studies on
triggering of earthquakes. I include all this simply to
round out my image, so that you, dear reader, may
perceive me also as a serious scientist, studying the
earth, not just a wanderer, a transient.

If you have read this far, I thank you for your time
and patience.
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HIKING THE CHILKOOT TRAIL

Debendra Kumar Das

INTRODUCTION

In August of 1992, I had the
opportunity to hike the famous gold-rush trail of
the 1890 era with a group of Boy Scouts.
During this ten-day trip, [ maintained a journal,
making entries every night. This story has been
reconstructed from my journal entries,
describing our unique experience during that
memorable travel.

The Chilkoot trail is a 33-mile long trail
which begins at Dyea, Alaska, and ends at
Bennett, British Columbia, crossing the US-
Canada border at Chilkoot Pass (Figure 1).

Our group consisted of eleven Boy
Scouts, from Troop 92 of the Midnight Sun Boy
Scout Council of Fairbanks, Alaska, and four
adults, including myself. The trip was planned as
a father-and-son hiking trip. In the group, we
had Bob Hawkins and his two sons Aaron and
Devin; Bruce Putnam, and his two sons Andy
and John; Dan Bissel, and his nephew Mark; our
son, Sunit, and me, plus five other scouts whose
dads couldn't join us. In the troop, the older
boys were Aaron, Andy, and Rhett who were
already 13, and Sunit, who was just one month
shy of his 13th birthday. The younger group,
comprising of the other seven boys, ranged in
age from 9 to 11.

The year 1992 was the 50th anniversary
of the Alcan (Alaska-Canada) highway. To
commemorate this anniversary, an international
jamboree of boy scouts designated as "Hands
Across the Border" from Alaska, Yukon
Territory,  British  Columbia,  Northwest
Territory, and Alberta, had been planned the
year before. The celebration was to be held at
Congdon Creek campground in Yukon Territory,
Canada. Our troop had many planning meetings
for this trip and the boys looked forward to
participating in this jamboree. 1t had also been
discussed that while attending this jamboree, we
should hike the Chilkoot Trail which is located
near the site of the jamboree. This hike would
expose the boys to the famous, historic trip by
stampeders to the Klondike goldfields in 1897-
98. During the Klondike Gold Rush, twenty to
thirty thousand goldseekers followed the
Chilkoot Trail, the gateway into the Yukon. In
those days the trail was wild, rough, and full of
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hardships intensified by the rigors of Arctic
winters.

The troop went on two training trips
before starting down the Chilkoot Trail. The
first one was a 15-mile overnight camping trip to
Granite Tors, near Fairbanks. This trail involved
some steady climbing in a hilly terrain.
Unfortunately, [ missed this first training session,
but I did make the second one with ease, an
eight-mile day hike on flat lands. Later ! would
discover how | was misled by that success.
Hiking along the Chilkoot Trail was more
difficult and strenuous, and I wished that | had
gone through the first training session to build up
endurance. Overall these practice sessions were
valuable in getting everybody organized and
ready to go by the end of July, 1992.

DAY-BY-DAY JOURNAL LOG

August 1. 1992: We left Fairbanks at
9:00AM in three vehicles and stopped at a

riverside for a nice lunch near Tok, 206 miles
from Fairbanks on the Alcan highway. We
crossed into Canada at 4:40PM. Just before
reaching the Congdon Creek campground in
Yukon territory, we saw two grizzly bears
foraging in an open field on the left side of the
highway. It appeared to me that they were a
mother and a full-grown cub. This would
perhaps be the last summer the cub will spend
with its mother before living on its own in the
wild.

On our way we saw a nice government
center in a log building at Tetlin Junction where
beautiful stuffed Alaskan animals were on
display. We also stopped at Burwash Landing
and visited an old church used by natives many
decades ago. That first night we camped at
Congdon Creek campground where, a week
later, the international Yukon jamboree would
take place. The campground is situated on the
shore of Kluane Lake. [t was a windy day, and
standing at the shore that evening, in the long
daylight hours of Yukon, I could see huge waves
created by wind, resembling those in oceans.

August 2, 1992: We broke camp at
Congdon Creek and left the campground at
10:30 AM. The first stop was the Visitors
Bureau of Haines Junction where we saw a
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beautiful slide show for 30 minutes about Kluane
National Park. Then we headed out to
Whitehorse, the capital of Yukon Territory, and
arrived there in the late afternoon, We selected
the park on the bank of the Yukon River with the
historical Klondike River Boat on display nearby
to have junch and rest for a while,

It was a nice Sunday afternoon and
soon a group of about a hundred people came
marching, nicely dressed and singing religious
songs. They were a group of Christian families,
gathered around a pedestal in the center of the
park. Soon there was music and preaching
followed by a community gathering with
refreshments. We were welcomed to join them
and share the refreshments. The sky was clear
and blue, the sunshine was bright, and a cool
breeze blew over the Yukon river into the park.
In the late afternoon we left Whitehorse and
drove to Skagway, Alaska, crossing the border
again, and camped at the Hanosek Park for the
night.

August 3, 1992: This was the day we
would begin our hike. The moming was spent
packing our food, clothing, sleeping bags, tents,
stoves, fuel, first aid boxes, etc, into our
backpacks in the campground, and we Ileft
Skagway for Dyea where the trail begins on the
bank of the Taiya River. We left our vehicles in
care of Dan Bissel's sister's family who would
take them back to Skagway, and wait (barring
any emergency message from park rangers) for
our return via train after the completion of the
hike. At the trailhead, we formed into a single
line. At age 45, I was the oldest of the group,
and decided to stay at the end of the line so that I
didn't have to rush when the other aduits and
older boys started hiking at a faster pace. The
younger boys were carrying about 25 pounds in
their backpacks and the older ones, including my
son, Sunit, were carrying about 30 pounds each.
I was carrying about 40 pounds in my backpack
and three other adults, Bob, Bruce, and Dan,
were carrying about 50 pounds each. Just as we
were starting the hike at the trailhead, [ heard the
loud screaming by all the boys, "Bear!" and I
looked up and saw a black bear running into the
bushes. I think the loud noise of eleven
boisterous youths was more than what the bear
could tolerate. It gave me a funny feeling that as
long as we have the loud voices of our energetic
boyscouts, we may be safe in this bear country
after all.
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[t was an overcast day, with
temperatures in the low sixties. The first haif
mile was a steep climb, as if to convince the faint
at heart to quit before it was too late. The trail
was wet and the tree roots on the trail were
slippery. At one point while we were hiking on
the side of a hill, Sunit stepped on a rotting root
on a slope. He slipped, fell, and cartwheeled
down the hill. Fortunately, before falling too far
down, he quickly grabbed on to a branch. |
came running from the back of the fiie with my
heart pounding until I saw him pull himself up
holding a branch. Amazingly, the backpack still
remained tight and erect on his back. We were
all relieved that he wasn't injured.

The uphill climb continued for a while
and when we came to the top of the hill, we
rested. [ started feeling some pain in my right
knee which was due to my lack of participation
in the practice runs. At that time, [ began to
wonder if [ wouid be able to complete hiking
this trail since the first mile of this trail had been -
so hard. The idea of tuming back to Dyea and
waiting for the troop to join me at Congdon
Creek campground crossed my mind, But I
decided to bhang on. Fortunately, the trail
flattened out for the next three miles and we
hiked through the beautiful Pacific Northwest
Coastal rain forest of Alaska. There was some
climbing again before Finnegan's Point about 5
miles into the trail. During this climb one of our
scouts Rhett Skelton fell and sprained his ankle.
Bruce Putnam, one of the adults, pulled out a
bandage from his first aid box and wrapped it
around Rhett's ankle. We crossed many streams
along the way and although the water looked
very attractive due to the heat and sweat, we
either boiled or treated the stream water with
iodine piils to destroy giardia before drinking.
After taking a late lunch break we continued our
hiking. We reached Canyon City campground at
8:45PM. It was raining when we started pitching
our tent.

Since there was no garbage disposal
permitted anywhere on this trail, we had to pack
out everything we packed in, including our trash.
Our meais were freeze-dried food packets to
keep everything simple and light. All we had to
do was add hot water to the content of the
packets and they were ready to be eaten. At
every campground along the trail, there were
small cabins set up by the U.S. Parks Service and
Canadian Parks Service as warm-up shelters, but
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they could not be used for overnight stay.
Toilets were provided at all campgrounds. We
covered 7.8 miles on the first day of our hike.
As [ crawled into my sleeping bag after making
my journal entry, [ was exhausted but elated with
the natural beauty of mountains, forests, and
streams [ saw. I soon fell asleep to the sound of
rain drops falling on our tent,

August 4, 1992: Today we didn't start
down the trail until noon. It took all morning to
dry our tent, ground cloth, sleeping pads, clothes
and some backpack items that were wet due to
the incessant rain last night. We began the hike
with the trail uphill for about a mile and a haif,
ascending about 500 feet (Figure 2), flattening
thereafter. On the trail we met some father and
son groups from Alberta. One of the dads, the
apparent group leader, was carrying an oversize
backpack. Bruce, inquired, out of curiosity, how
much weight he was carrying in that backpack.
The answer was 70 pounds! He was sweating
profusely and looked tired. Because of our
lighter load, we soon overtook them and
continued our hike towards the midpoint
between Canyon City and Sheep Camp, our
destination for that night. After hiking about
three miles, we stopped for lunch near a
beautiful stream, a little way beyond Pleasant
Camp.

Lunch was the usual freeze-dried food
in packets. Several group members carried, in
the backpacks, small camping stoves that were
lighted up to boil stream water to be added to the
ready-to-eat food. The lunch was generally
supplemented by trail mix, dried fruits and an
ample intake of water to prevent dehydration.
After lunch, Dan Bissel, a veteran of three
Chilkoot hikes --he grew up in Skagway and did
the first one at age 12-- feit that he didn't need
the rest and led a group of seven to eight boys
ahead. The rest of us hung around the stream for
a while, exploring the vicinity, then resumed our
journey toward the next campground. After
hiking for about a mile, we heard some bells
ringing and soon came across a group of ladies
who appeared to be in their fifties. We stopped
and chatted with them for a while, especially
asking them about the bells. They were wearing
them around their waists as noise-makers to
avoid an encounter with bears. Because both
black and grizzly bears inhabit the areas along
the trail, knowledge and awareness about
protection from bears are extremely essential.
These women, school! teachers from Washington
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state, said that they all had a lifelong desire to
hike the Chilkoot Trail. I admired them for their
determination to take up this arduous hike. After
agreeing to see them at the next campsite that
evening, we departed and continued our hike
into Sheep Camp and arrived at the campground
around 5:00 PM. This was a leisurely hike of
about 5.2 miles. While we were pitching our
tents, a woman ranger came in and advised us
not to cook near the tent site because a bear had
been seen at the campsite two to three days
earlier. We were also advised to hang our foods
high on a tree branch, far away from our tents.

[ was getting tired of the freeze-dried food.
Dan had a few hot dogs left from last night that
he wanted to share with me, as preserving them
in the backpack for another day was not
possible. After nearly two days of freeze-dried
foods, those hot dogs tasted quite delicious. My
left hip joint had been bothering me all day.
Therefore, | took one prescription strength
Ibuprofen pill that Bruce Putnam was carrying
with him. He used them to nourish his inflamed
knee that he hurt during the practice hike to
Granite Tors. Those pills were huge, and soon
after Bruce and I started joking that we were
both popping horse pills. After supper, we all
headed into the warm-up cabin. In the lantemn
light, our boys and we had a nice talk with some
other hikers, including the teachers from
Washington. 1 was feeling tired, and headed
back towards my tent to make the journal entry
and retire. Before falling asleep, 1 began
thinking that the next day we would cross over
the famous Chilkoot Pass. When [ got up in the
morming, I heard that our boys had been offered
a lot of canned foods from the teachers who
wanted to lighten up their backpacks. However,
the boys did not opt to carry those foods and
instead left them in the warm-up cabin for other
hikers.

August 5, 1992: Today was the big day
for our troop. We started out early from Sheep
Camp with excitement and great expectations
about climbing the 3,739 foot Chilkoot Pass
summit, and then crossing over to Canada
(Figure 2). From Sheep Camp we started an
uphill climb steadily for about three miles,
periodically stopping on the way to rest, until we
reached a point where stampeders used to weigh
their load called the Scales. By that time, we had
hiked out of the treeline, and the climate had
become sub-arctic with the vegetation limited to
lichen, mosses and occasional dwarf shrubs. The
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sky was overcast, and a constant wind had a
chilling effect as we continued to climb with the
heavy backpacks.

From the Scales, it is almost a 45
degree climb, known as the "Golden Stairs," on
large rocks and boulders. Bob Hawkins, a
former marathon runner and the most seasoned
sportsman in our group, led the assault. He
advised everybody that there should be no
stopping on the way and that we should regroup
at the summit. As usual, [ stayed at the back of
the file to avoid hurrying with the faster
climbers. This part of the hike was intimidating
to me. While climbing from boulder to boulder
with the 40 pound backpack, ! was afraid that I
might tilt backwards from the weight of the
backpack, fall, and roil down the rocks, resulting
in serious injury, But, with determination, I
continued my climb from rock to rock while
praying to Lord Baladevjiu of my birth place,
Kendrapara, India, that [ wouldn't slip. 1 was
climbing slowly, following the orange colored
poles placed in between rocks by U.S. Park
Rangers as markers. [ could see the group ahead
of me at various elevations on the Golden Stairs.
Sunit was way ahead of me, but gradually fell
behind the group as I approached him from the
back. When we came closer, I found out why he
had slowed down. A pin on his backpack had
broken, making one shoulder strap ineffective. [
was amazed that he could still climb with that
dangling imblanced backpack. Later on that
day, he would replace the broken pin in the strap
with a nail and carry the backpack with ease the
rest of the trip. Clouds rolled in suddenly, and
Sunit and I were soon cut off from the rest of the
troop.  As [ looked up, all I could see were
clouds, and the visibility was reduced so much
that we were unable to see beyond 30 feet along
the slope.

Sunit and I continued our upward
journey. Having him nearby erased some of my
fear and worries; his carefree and fearless
attitude relaxed me, so that I could climb more
efficiently and didn't worry too much about the
height. We soon reached a flat area at the top of
the first cliff where we rested for a while. Many
abandoned artifacts were scattered all along the
slope. The stampeders of almost a century
before, left behind ruins of tramway towers,
rusty steel ropes and plates, rotted leather goods,
and broken pieces of weathered wood used in
making gears. We could see the second small
summit a little bit ahead of us.
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After a steep climb, both Sunit and I
finally reached the top of the Chilkoot Pass
summit, and joined with the rest of the members
of our group. High wind, an overcast sky, and
fog surrounded us, and there were snow fields
everywhere, We melted some snow for our
lunch, using the camp stove. A big old raven
came and sat near us on the snow field. With the
fog surrounding us, sitting at the top of Summit,
and the raven as the only living creature near us,
it gave me a mysticat feeling. While eating the
lunch there, I tried to imagine how difficult the
journey must have been for the nearly twenty to
thirty thousand people who came during the
Klondike gold rush of 1897-98, especially for
many who perished in the harsh winter, Their
quest exemplified human endeavor and
determination against adversity.

After lunch, we headed towards Happy
Camp, aptly named after the arduous task of
climbing over the Chilkoot Pass. The Canadian
side of the trail was better maintained than the
U.S. side. We saw a Canadian Park Service
helicopter trying to land near their service cabin
just beyond the Pass. Approaching the site
twice, it failed to land and had to turn back, due
to inclement weather. We descended into
glacier-scoured landscapes, and often walked on
snow fields. We hiked on rocks on the edge of
Crater Lake, and finally reached the alpine
valieys where shrubs, low growing willows, and
some small trees survived on thin alpine soil. In
the afternoon, clouds rolled in, and it started to
drizzle. The wind, rain, and low temperatures
made our hiking difficult. Yet we couldn't stop
because the area was prone to avalanches. On
July 2, 1987, an avalanche buried a 650 foot
section of the trail near Crater Lake to a depth of
33 feet. Therefore, we pushed on to Happy
Camp.

We finally arrived at the camp around
7:00 P.M. As we were pitching our tents, a man
came running up requesting heip for a hiker who
had succumbed to hypothermia about a quarter
of a mile before the campground. Some of our
boys and adults ran back to provide first aid.
Hypothermia occurs when the deep body, or
core, temperature drops due to excessive loss of
body heat. Chilkoot's wet, cold, and windy
conditions, especially between Sheep Camp and
Happy Can.,p, can lead to hypothermia. The
victim was a young woman from Germany who
was hiking wearing shorts, which, combined-
with the rain, cold, and windy conditions, pius
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exhaustion, had made her mildly hypothermic.
By the time we arrived at the site where some
hikers had assembled, she had been dried and
was inside a sleeping bag, and somebody was
warming water for her to drink, Her shivering
soon reduced. Fortunately, she was just at the
beginning stages of hypothermia, After
bundling up with several layers of warm
clothing, she slowly walked, with assistance, to
the warm-up shelter at the Happy Camp site.
After our ready-to-eat freeze-dried supper, the
big boys, Sunit, Aaron, Andy, and Rhett, went to
the warm-up cabin to talk to other hikers. The
night before, the boys had befriended a group of
three young ladies, one from Brazil, one from
Sweden, and one from Washington state. They
were graduate students from a university in
Washington state. The two foreign students had
planned to hike the Chilkoot Trail with their
American friend, before they returned to their
home countries at the end of that summer.
Sitting near the wood stove in the cabin, our
boys joked and laughed with those ladies,
sharing all the funny happenings along the trail.
The ladies were also delighted by the innocence
and the excitement of these teenage boys, and
shared some candy and other high calorie foods
with them. With a feeling of joy, [ watched the
whole group having a good time, then headed
back to my tent to pop in my Ibuprofen pill, and
make my journal entry. It was still drizzling, and
[ was so tired that [ fell asleep as soon as [ hit my
sleeping bag. I didn't even know when the boys
came back to sleep, but [ was amazed at their
stamina. They still had enough energy left to
socialize that evening, even after climbing
through the Chilkoot Pass. We had hiked for
about 10 hours that day, including all the stops,
covering a distance of 7.5 miles.

August 6, 1992: We started the final
leg of our journey, which was a twelve and a
half mile hike from Happy Camp to Bennett,
where the trail ends on the shore of Bennett
Lake. It would have been nice to spend one
more day on the trail at Lindeman City, in
between Happy Camp and Bennett, but our Boy
Scout troop had to be at the Congdon Creek
campground to join in the opening ceremonies of
the Yukon jamboree by 7:30PM on August 7,
1992, Therefore, we had to push on. Initially,
the trail avoids the steep bank of a lake by
winding up the side of a mountain. We had to
go up and down on rocks and boulders, making
the hiking very difficult. Along the way, we
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crossed many glacial streams and saw an old
broken boat left over from the gold rush days.
As we descended, we dropped out of the alpine
tundra and entered into a boreal forest of British
Columbia. After hiking for about five and a half
miles, we artived at Lindeman City, located on
the bank of Bare Loon Lake, around I:00PM.
We took our lunch break there and expiored the
area. We found artifacts and historic ruins
everywhere; lichen-covered woods for tramway
parts, wagons, boats, horse shoes, horse bones,
log structures, boots, builets, tent canvas, rusty
wires, poles, and cookware. [ suppose the sub-
arctic climate helped preserve the relics in
relatively good condition. There were eleven
marked graves at this campground, with a poem
by Robert Service displayed nearby on an
interpretive sign board. The poem described the
hardships and harshness of the Yukon, and the
endurance of those who came seeking for
Klondike gold.

There were some pretty, sandy beaches
on the lake shores near the warm-up cabin, and a
small tent city for Canadian Park employees.
One of the tent houses had a nice display of
historic photographs, and here one could collect
a certificate from the Canadian Park Service that
said "Congratulations for challenging the
Chilkoot Trail.”

An easy hike led from Lindeman City
to Bennett on fairly level ground. As we came
closer to Bennett, the climate became drier in
the boreal forest zone of Canada. This forest
was not as dense as the coastal rain forest of
Alaska, where the trail began. During the last
several miles of the trail, we hiked through forest
consisting of alpine fir, pine, spruce,
cottonwood, and aspen trees. Towards the end,
the trail became sandy. A bright sun came out
that afternoon, our first truly sunny day since we
had begun our hike on August 3.

Finally we saw Bennett Lake, and
arrived at the campground at the south side of
the lake around 6:00PM. Mountains surrounded
the east and west sides of the clear blue lake. A
cool breeze was blowing over the snow that
remained on top of the mountains, in the
direction of our campsite. We pitched our tents
right on the beach of Bennett Lake. This was
where the historic gold rush journey over the
land had ended. From here, the stampeders
finally took to the water in boats, rafts, and
scows to reach the mighty Yukon river, and float
down to the Klondike gold fields in Dawson.
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Following the footsteps of those hardy gold
seekers, two of our Boy Scouts, Aaron and
Devin jumped into the frigid water of the lake
for a quick dip. Even in early August, I don't
think that the lake water was warmer than 50°F.

There were a few other hikers at the
campsite, but [ sensed that cur group members
were in no mood to socialize. After supper,
everybody was quiet that evening, perhaps
reminiscing over the unique, exhilarating
experience of the past four days that we would
cherish for a lifetime. [ watched everybody
crawling quietly into their tents fairly early, and [
fell asleep, recreating in my mind's eye the
sunset that I had witnessed that evening on the
shore of Bennett Lake.

August 7, 1992: We woke up around
6:00 AM. and after a quick warm oatmeal
breakfast, started packing our camping gear
neatly for transportation by train. Then we
visited a grave site nearby of railroad workers
who had died long ago while building the White
Pass-Yukon Railroad. We started from Bennett
at 8:00 AM. by a small train called Track
Motorcar, like a ride in an amusement park.
There were two tiny passenger compartments
carrying about 25 hikers, a small engine and an
open buggy at the end carrying our backpacks.
In our compartment was another father from
Calgary, Canada, who also hiked the Chilkoot
Trail with his son. He spoke highly about Banff
National Park and advised us to hike through
that park someday.

A twelve-and-a-half mile journey took
us to Fraser Station, British Colombia, the first
place to find a dumpster to dispose of the
garbage each of us had accumulated for several
days from day one of our hike. We completed
the Canadian Customs formalities at Fraser
Station and connected to the White Pass-Yukon
narrow gauge train to Skagway, Alaska. On the
way we crossed over the White Pass and Dead
Horse Gulch, where more than 3000 pack
animals died during the gold rush while carrying
loads on rocky terrain in the hands of anxious
gold prospectors.

We arrived in Skagway at 12:30 P.M.
After a long-awaited refreshing shower at the
Hanosek Park campground, we drove into the
town for lunch, Not having had a good meal for
several days, the boys unanimously decided on
pizza. After a continuous diet of freeze-dried
foods for many days, the pizza at the Northern
Light Pizza Place tasted better than ever before,
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and I recail everybody had more than they
normally ate. Then we fiiled up the gas tanks of
our vehicles and drove towards Whitehorse on
the Klondike Highway. We passed U.S.
Customs at Clifton, and headed toward White
Pass. It was raining heavily all afternoon, and
clouds were covering many sections of high
mountain passes, resulting in very poor visibility
on the Klondike Highway. There were some
beautiful waterfails along the highway. At
Whitehorse, we joined with the Alaska Highway
and drove north toward Kluane Lake. Since our
troop was eager to join in the opening
ceremonies of the international jamboree, we did
not stop much on the way. We made it to the
Congdon Creek Campground at 9:00 P.M. and
pitched our tents in the rain. We had missed
most of the opening ceremonies, but had the
opportunity to jein in the camp site’s hosting and
campfire. We had a chance to get to know our
neighbors, and our boys began discussing
informai badge and patch swapping with scouts
of other troops. At 11:00 P.M. we all retired to
our tents.

August 8 1992: It was still raining when we got
up around 7:00 A.M., but the surrounding spruce
trees were partially shielding our tents from the
rain. We had a delicious pancake breakfast, and
afterwards we all went around the campground
meeting other boy scouts and scout leaders. In
order to qualify for the Hands Across the Border
badge at the Alcan Highway Jamboree ‘92, we
had to meet fifteen fellow
scouts/venturers/leaders from other districts and
collect their signatures, addresses, and hobhies
on a form. Each member of our troop
exchanged this information with other scouts and
qualified for the jamboree badge. In the process,
I met Canadian scout leaders from Yukon
Territory, British Colombia, Manitoba; also
Alaskan scouts from Ketchikan, Anchorage,
Wasilla, Palmer and Fairbanks. There were
many hikes scheduled in the jamboree program
between August 7-9: Soidier's Summit hike,
Sheep Mountain hike, Alsek River hike, Slim's
River hike, Kathline Lake hike, Congdon Creek
hike, Auriol Trail hike, and a nature walk. This
area is a hiker's paradise. However, after
completing the Chilkoot Trail, the day before,
our troop was in no mood to undertake another
hike. When my Jamboree '92 badge
requirements were met, [ decided to take a nature
walk along the Congdon Creek Trail where [ met
Jim Fell, the leader of the whole jamboree
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program at the campsite. He had come all the
way from Manitoba to organize this program
strictly as a volunteer. He has been a miner by
profession for many years. We walked together
leisurely along the trail for quite sometime
exchanging information about Orissa from
where 1 came, and Manitoba, Canada from
where he came. [ learned about the deep
underground mining in which Jim was involved,
and he gained some background on the climate,
geography and mineral resources of Orissa from
me. It was truly an international exchange of
friendship, though in a small way at a remote
corner of the world.

We retumned to the campsite to finish
supper and join in the Alaska Highway
Celebration that was scheduled to start at 7:30
P.M. All scouts and leaders from the U.S. and
Canadian troops present at Congdon Creek
assembled on that evening to celebrate the 50th
anniversary of the completion of the Alaska
Highway, which had been constructed rapidly
during the Second World War against
insurmountable adversity and hardship. The
ribbon cutting ceremony that took place 50 years
ago to open the Alaska Highway was reenacted
at the campsite by U.S. and Canadian scouts and
leaders. It was a new experience for us to see the
scouting outfits of Canadian participants;
especially, the capes wom by Canadian scout
leaders with numerous badges on them, appeared
impressive to me. The ribbon-cutting ceremony
was followed by short, humorous skits presented
by each troop. To cap off this important day, a
huge jamboree campfire was lit and the scouts
sat around the fire exchanging badges, patches,

pins, hats, and above ail, establishing
friendships. The jamboree campfire ended at
[0:00PM. Returning to our campsite, we

observed some quiet time and the light was out
around 11:00 P.M.

August 9, 1992; All fine things must
come to an end. This was the day that concluded
our memorable travel of the past nine days, a
treasured experience of the summer of 1992, We
broke camp in the morning after breakfast and
cleaned up the campsite. Everybedy piled up
their camping gears into the vehicles-- no longer
taking care. Now that the trip was over, all the
packs, sleeping bags, and tents would be retired
until next season. We went around the campsites
to bid farewelt to other troops, who were also
packing their items into vehicles. | made one
last trip to the shore of Kluane Lake where the
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sun was high above the horizon. The rain of the
last two days had disappeared, and it was a
beautiful sunny day. [ swung by Jim Fell's
campsite to say goodbye and invited him to visit
Fairbanks someday, and he reciprocated by
inviting our troop to Manitoba. He said that he
was planning to visit 2 mining site nearby, that
afternoon, and head back to Manitoba the next
morning, a long haul.

We left Congdon Creek around noon,
and started our homeward journey. [ had most of
the boys in my station wagon, because they
wanted to hear Sunit's rock and roll tapes. It was
fun for me to listen to the excited voices of these
boys as they talked about their adventures during
this trip. From time to time, the boys switched
their positions from vehicle to vehicle to break
boredom. We arrived in Fairbanks that evening
around 9:00 P.M. After sleeping on the ground
for nine days, they thought that the bed at home
was a heavenly blessing.

CONCLUSION

I will recommend it to all moms and
dads and their sons and daughters. If a sedentary
person like me in my mid-forties can do it, so
could anybody. But we also learned that the trail
is long, difficult and strenuous. Therefore, I
recommend practice sessions to avoid being as
sore as | was, and one must come prepared with
a careful trip plan and well equipped with
camping gear and I[buprofen. Should I do it
again? [f somebody had asked me this question
the day after our Chilkoot trip, my answer would
have been no. But those aches and pains of
joints, fatigue, and the intimidating climb of the
Golden Stairs have faded from my memory and
the lure of adventure on the Chilkoot Trail is
strong. [ hope to do it again.

On many long, winter evenings in this
north country, when I feel cabin fever and dream
about the long beautiful summers in these high
latitudes, [ open up our family album, and look
at many photographs we took along the Chilkoot
Trail. Some photos are almost comical and
trigger laughter, like the picture of us flat on our
backs during a rest stop on the trail. The famous
poet Robert Service summed up his sentiments
about this land leng ago in his writing "Spell of
the Yukon."
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There's a land. (Have you seen it?) The Canadian and U.S. National Parks Service

It's the cussedest land that [ know... are gearing up for great celebrations along the

Maybe; but there's some as would trade it. trail. Let the summer of 1997 or 98 be the

For no land on earth - and [ am one. summer of adventure for you on the Chilkoot
The period 1997-98 will mark the Trail.

100th anniversary of the Klondike Gold Rush.

Dr. Debendra K. Das has been living in Fairbanks, Alaska since 1984 with his wife Kate and son Sunit,
where he serves as professor of mechanical engineering at the University of Alaska.

FIGURE 1 GENERAL MAP

FEET METERS
4000 120
mm)n
= SO0 gy Cowp
S — Sunap Lube —_
3000 - : . = s
Suaine e ard
- o
7 <@
2000 — 810
” WCing  Wheon Comp
1000 ‘/ 05
Campon iy /—
Trolmad [ ———
T <= r -4 } . — + ' ' +
ey 0 4“0 e 19.4 138 100 WS 170 ns ne »ne E_ L] no
Km, @ T4 25 18.¢ ne BT Ba 14 LT ] na LLF ] “wr =

FIGURE 2 TRAIIL PROFILE

139



Journal of the Orissa Society of Americas, July 1995

OH, TO BE IN INDIA
Bidhu Mohanty

The huge 747 jet that had flown me
from New York taxied slowly and stopped. [
looked through the window at the dim lights in
the airport buildings outside and smiled. I felt
light and buoyant, did not feel tired at all even
after almost 24 hours of tiring and depressing
journey that [ undertook because of a very sad
event in my life - the loss of one of the dearest
friends of mine, my father. My father had left
for India a few weeks earlier.

I stepped out with my carry-on suitcase
- not exactly a light one. [ looked around and
saw people who looked darker than they were
because of my eyes having gotten used to lighter
skin at the place [ have been living for many
years. The walls and the hallway looked dim
and dirty - certainly they were not as clean as I
would have liked them to be. It felt quite warm
and humid - the air inside the buildings smelt
pungent and musty. I did not mind that - [ was
in Bombay - [ was in India.

Oh, to be in India! What a wonderful
feeling it has always been whenever 1 have
visited India. On that early July morning
suddenly peace and happiness returned to my
heart and for a moment I escaped from my
depressed feelings. I was elated, [ was excited
and my spirits were up. [ was in India - [ was
home. The pace at which the things were moving
at the airport terminal seemed rather very slow -
a cruel thought did cross my mind ‘everything is
so slow here!’ It was understandable - [ was ina
hurry to get out and stand under the summer sky
and fee! the warmth of the air. In fact, I took
much less time here than I would take in New
York on my way back to USA to go through the
official formalities.

Outside the sky was dark, there was no
sign of any stars - only a blanket of cloud. I took
a deep breath and filled my lungs with fresh,
warm and moist air, and almost let out a cry.
There were people - plenty of them, and lots of
noise. Nobody seemed to know exactly about
the bus that would go to Santa Cruz, the
domestic airport. I chose to go by bus instead of
taxi because [ wanted to ride the bus. People
volunteered with varied information regarding
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time, fare and bus stop. [ was sure that they
were all not sure of their own information
though their voice did not lack any confidence. [
felt very much at home. The dimly lit passenger
lounge at the Santa Cruz airport did not depress
me at all, What else do you expect at 4 o’clock
moming? I reasoned with myself. There were
quite a few passengers like me visiting India
from abroad - { named them ‘the summer birds’.
I did not feel like socializing. 1 did not have
time for that. Neither did [ want to think of the
reason for my travel. [ wanted to board the
plane to Calcutta as soon as possible - [ would be
continuing on my journey to Puri after spending
a couple of days there. I sat alone and let my
imagination fly in making plans in my mind -
numerous plans for the next six weeks [ was
going to spend there - holding and rolling each
of those for a few moments in my mind to
extract maximum excitement as if it was a drop
of wine on my tongue.

The ride in the taxi, that looked tinier
than it really was at Calcutta, was both exciting
and romantic. I enjoyed every bit of the noise,
the hustle and bustle in the street, the smeil of
the roadside open restaurants frying in the
merning snacks and, of course, the crowd that,
for some inexplicable reason always prevented
the passengers from getting out of the bus while
itself trying to get in. The sight of the naked
children running across the road, a casual laborer
carrying a heavy bag on his back, and a half clad
woman taking a dip in a not so clean roadside
pond did not make me feel guilty. Was I selfish,
self serving and callous? No, I was not.
Evervthing seemed to be moving at its own pace
in a peaceful way. They were enjoying their
lives in their own way, let me enjoy my visit - a
very short one compared to what [ would like it
to be, in my own way. [ was in India. [ was
home - it was all that mattered.

One of my co-passengers in the train
from Calcutta to Puri unzipped a small handbag
and took the lid off a stainless steel container. [
stole a quick glance at the contents. The sight of
small brownish puri, potato curry, pickle and
dark brown halwa in a train would make
anybady hungry. Some people looked at my
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baggage and whispered among themselves. In
spite of my deliberate attempt to conceal the
origin of my travel by removing airline tags,
they could guess by looking at the security
clearance tags that were stuck on the sides of my
suitcases. “From America?” - somebody asked
me. In the past, [ have observed that people
react in two ways - some shrink back and halt all
communication out of awe, | suppose, when they
know that you live in USA, others open a
floodgate of questions about USA. Frankly I did
not want any of that happen - [ was in a mood to
talk about India only. But that was not to be. I
answered questions slowly and haltingly, and
interjected with a few questions of mine about
India in an attempt to veer the discussion away
from USA. It was not my evening - [ soon
realized, but [ started enjoying the conversation,
the most important thing was that [ was talking
to them - the people 1 know so well. [ enjoyed
the English language spoken with different
accents. It was no challenge whatsoever to get
the correct meaning of their questions or
comments often spoken in wrong English. Who
the hell cares - it is not their mother tongue -
neither is it mine. There were genuine concern,
curiosity and conviction in those queries and
comments. Talk was often interrupted by very
affectionate offer of tea, coffee, sweets and other
food. I reluctantly declined all which prompted
a comment that perhaps I was no more used to
Indian foed. Nothing can be farther from the
truth - [ thought, and then explained that I was
not quite sure of the effect of the water would
have on me in the first week of visit. At once
everybody agreed and they all cited examples of
‘bad’ water in different parts of the country and
dissuaded each other from offering me food. I
missed the pampering thereafter, but the
discussion turned into a livelier one. I soon
found myself indulged in my favorite pastime -
pulling their legs and having an innocent laugh
at their cost. As time wore on, things quieted
down and I lapsed into complete silence and
deep thought - a very pleasant thought about the
place [ was visiting.

If the effect of the sight, at the
daybreak, of huge lush green trees moved fast in
opposite direction to that of the train was
immense on me, that of the vast paddy fields
filled with muddy water puddles in early rainy
season at the early stage of cultivation was
magical. I jumped out of my sleeper berth and
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tried to get a good view of the scene through the
dusty windowpanes. [ saw the raised edge of the
farm land plots maving sometimes towards the
train and sometimes away from it, the telephone
line running almost parallel to the train track
with the wire playing a game of going up near
the poles and down between the poles, The birds
had congregated over the poles and the wire
without any pattern, Villages passed by with
smoke curling out of the thatched roof of some
houses - the rain clad long green banana leaves
swaying to and fro in the early moming gale.
The picture was complete with some farmers
already in the process of cultivating the land and
some walking toward their land with the wooden
plough slung across their shoulders and the oxen
treading leisurely in front. 1 looked at the left
comer of the window and saw a herd of cows
and goats grazing on a piece of land adjacent to a
large pond that wore a garland of banana and
bamboo plants on its raised bank and was almost
filled with leaves and flowers of red and white
lilles. What a heavenly sight! - I mused, and
held the scene still in my heart and before my
eyes by slowly moving my head from one comer
of the window to the other as the wain moved. |
knew [ was looking at those blissful scenes
outside with a smile glued to my lips and without
any movement of the heart in my chest. | had
sunk into a state of profound happiness
completely oblivious of my surroundings.

[ woke up with a start from my
daydreams [ had lapsed into in the luil of the
movement of the train. No sooner had [ turned
my head than [ saw the cause of my start. From
nowhere agents of the Jagannath Temple System
from Puri had materialized inside the
compartment soliciting with passengers. Was |
interested in a grand offering to Lord Jagannath?
No. Was [ interested in staying in a clean and
cheap place? No. Oh, then where will you stay?
That shook me up. 1 spoke clearly in his
language - that was my language too - that I
lived in Puri. He produced a very friendly smile
exposing all his betel leaf stained teeth and said
“Why did not you say so from the start?” and
then loudly transmitted a message to the other
agents that I was an Oriya whe lived in Puri,
which, if properly decoded, meant that it was not
worth wasting their time on me. 1 was
showering kudos on myself for guessing the
correct interpretation so quickly when [ was
struck by one word, Puri, my destination. Oh, [
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must not be very far from the place. [ glanced
outside and immediately confirmed, for, the
enciosed structures built for the cultivation of
betel leaves was a sure sign that [ would be
arriving there within an hour. For sometime [
had been looking at the landscape without really
seeing it. The narrow tail trees drew my
attention - coconuts and paims. Villages, towns
and their vicinities were filled with those. The
experience of standing under the thatched roof of
a house in a stormy day with coconut trees
humbied by gusty winds to bend to almost
horizontal position is unforgettable. 1 had had
the fortune of experiencing that many times in
my life. [ looked at those trees with my eyes
filled with tears of happiness, emotion and
nostalgia.

Small temples partly hidden by bushes
and trees became common sights thereafter.
Golden sandy patches appeared more frequently
in the landscape. No doubt Puri was nearing
fast. Very soon I would be with my bereaved

family. The warmth and love [ experienced at
Calcutta with my relatives and friends were so
reassuring that [ had managed to push the agony
to the bottom of my heart. The natural, deep and
spontaneous care and affection were so
overwhelming! | got up and started making
preparations to alight the train. Time had come
to face it - soon I would arrive at home and
would not see my father then or ever. The train
steamed into the station.

They were all there - my mother, sister,
brother-in-law, wife, son - all were there. I
looked at them, saw them. The warmth in their
glistening eyes was so inviting! The love on their
faces was so sirengthening. [ searched my heart
- yes - the sadness, the pain and the grief were
there and would be there for the rest of my life.
But [ had others to lean or. And there was
plenty of love. [ felt every ounce of it. I was
with my family. [ was home. [ was in India.
They all shared my pain and they cared.

Virginia Beach, VA.
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| With Best Compliments

from

=

Bank Of Baroda

(New York)

Please call for further information:

Bank Of Baroda

(A Govt. of India Undertaking)
Member FDIC

One Park Avenue, New York, NY 10016
Phone: (212) 578-4550 « Fax: (212) 578-4565

A PREMIER NATIONALIZED BANK WITH

LARGEST INTERNATIONAL NETWORK
II. o
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A PAGE FROM A MOTHER’S DIARY: SEE KUNIA RUN
Chandra Misra

I should have seen it coming. First about
nine and half months, he began grabbing on to
anything that appeared stable and hoisting himself up
until he was on equal footing with the rest of us.
About a month later, his only mode of transportation
was vertical, with a vice-like grasp of his Papa or my
two index fingers. Then, it happened: One afterncon
a friend’s daughter was supporting him by the overall
straps as he tottered around the family room coffee
table. All of a sudden Sunita let go, and my live was
changed forever. My Kunia was walking.

Initially, I reacted as if the world peace had
been declared on my front lawn. Where is the video
camera [ bought recently to capture these moments?
Should I call my daughter first or my son who always
ask me about him been walking.

For the first few days, [ tested him at least a
few times an hour to make sure he hadn’t forgotten
his new skill. “Kunia, do you want to play with your
Teddy? You can, if you walk over here to me.” Or,
“Do you want to see this picture book? Then come
walking here to grab it.” Kunia was elated with all
these attention, but [ had hell to pay a week later
when all the old off-limits items became off-limits
once again Well meaning friends told me repeatedly:
“Now you will see what he will do with his two little
legs.” I was leaning toward believing that his new
skill was 100 percent adorable until today, when my
friend’s words began to ring true.

I went to a department store, in search of
more safety locks to place on drawers to which Kunia
can reach easily. Now a days I have started putting
him in the actual body of the shopping cart, (He had
given up sitting in the front kid carrier part weeks
ago when he realized the neat stuff in the stores was
far more easily reached from the rear of the shopping
cart.) Within two minutes he screams and demand to
be set free when ever I do so. I talked to myself “No
problem.” “Now that he can walk, [ will just set him
down and he will keep up with me.”

That was my first big mistake. The moment
I placed his 25 pound frame on terra firma, he
realized the world was his oyster, and this particular
K mart store was his pearl. First he zeroed in on any
child under the age of three and set out in hot pursuit,
Next it was the lipsticks and nailpolish in the
cosmetic department.

My second big mistake was allowing Kunia
to walk without holding on to my hands. Although 1
attempted to keep a serious eye on him, stopping to
check the price of a goods meant losing 10 toddler-
sized paces and having to fish him out of the
discount-cosmetics bin. Or how about the time |
collaborated on choosing a print for our living room
wall, only to find Kunu had come within inches of
being tun over by a preschooler who had been given
permission to push his mother’s cart?

There is no sight more precious than
watching my son teeter on chubby legs, his arms
stretched out, airplane-like, to balance his shaky gait.
But there is none more cherished at the end of a long
day than watching him climb into my lap, settle in
and shake his head "“No” emphatically when anyone
mentions a word “walk.”

Conquering the world can be hard work,
especially when your parents and the rest of the tall
people in the universe position things as if they are
meant to trip you up. For me, his mother, one of the
most difficult parts of this walking process is
watching the bewilderment on baby’s face as he
stumbles for the tenth time in a given day. Kunu is
basically no-hold-barred child, and it takes a great
deal to make him stop trying something he wants to
achieve. Today I saw him land on the icy driveway
with a resounding thud, and [ suddenly wished he
would allow himself to be cuddled and comforted.
Instead, he wiped the wounded lock off his face and
wobbled away, to slide in search of some treasure.

I imagine I will feel the same way 15 years
from now when he gets behind the wheel of a car, or
even four years from now when he straddles a
bicycles seat. But at the end of this all-encompassing
first year, the year of the Love Affair That will Never
End, it's shattering to realize that although his father
and I are probably nice to have around, Kunu can get
where he is going on his own.

And today, as I watch him attempt to scale a
flight of stairs in an upright position, I think of how
many times I ached for him to have some
independence to give me a little time to read the
magazine ot talk to my friend on telephone. That
time is now, [ realize, and I hold out my fingers,
hoping he will grasp on to them just one more time.

Kunia (Sanjay Prayag) is now four years old and likes to put together puzzles, and make houses with building

blocks.
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TIMES HAVE CHANGED
Pradip K. Swain, MD

As the world changes. so does our language. In
fact one can almost pinpoint an era in time by
the meanings of words.

For example, COKE was a cold drink, GRASS
was mowed (with a hand mower of course!),
POT was something you cooked in. Those were
the days when AIDES were helpers in schoois
and hospitals, ROCK. MUSIC was a grandma’s
lullaby on her rocking chair.

Those were the days when CLOSETS were for
clothes not for “Coming out of’, BUGS and
RABBITS had legs, instead of wheels of a
Volkswagen. Designer Jeans were scheming
girls named Jean or Jeane and having a
meaningful relationship meant getting well with
our cousins.

Back then, no one ever dreamed of eating
anything that was mostly FIBER, the word
CHOLESTEROL was found only in Chemistry
books and our association with McDONALD’S
was an old farmer of that name and an “ee-eye-
ee-eye oh”.

Remember when time-sharing  meant
togethemess - not computers or condominiums,
a CHIP meant a piece of wood, hardware meant
hard-ware, and software was not even a word!
MOON WALK was something that courting
couples like to do and ROCKET SCIENTISTS
made fireworks! SPACESHIPS were seen only
in comics and the closest thing we had to a
“guided missile” was a schoolboy’s spit ball.
OFFICE COPIER consisted of a supply of
carbon paper and the only BEEPER we knew
was a motorist who kept blowing his hom.
HOSTILE TAKE OVERS weren’t that
uncommon, as when you big brother borrowed
your bicycle.

Those were times when Room mates were
always of the same sex and even though we had
“Coed Dormitories.” we got married first and
then lived together, We were certainly not
before the difference between the sexes was
discovered but we were surely before the sex
change; we made do with what we had. And we
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are the last generation that is so dumb as to think
you needed a husband to have a baby!

MADE IN JAPAN meant junk, and shoddy
merchandise and the term MAKING OUT
referred to how you did on your exam. Only in a
geography book would we find BIKINI. Pizza
and Instant Coffee were unheard of.

We were born before radar, credit cards, laser
beams and ball point pens; before panty hose,
dishwasher, electric dryers, electric biankets, air
conditioners, drip-dry clothes; we were bom
before televisions, penicillin, baby shots, frozen
foods, Xerox, plastic, contact lenses, Frisbees
and the PILL.

We were borm before house-husbands, gay
rights, computer marriages; we were before day-
care centers, group therapy, nursing homes. We
never heard of FM radio, tape decks, CD players,
artificial hearts, word processors, yogurt, and
guys wearing earrings and ponytails.

Yes, times have changed, worlds have changed
and generation has changed. But we are so
confused and there is such a generation gap
today!

But we have survived! What better reason to
celebrate?
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THE QUEEN OF BHUBANESWAR:
A SHORT STORY

Prasanna K. Pati

It was 1983 that Minneapolis was experiencing
an extremely hot summer. It was almost like the
hot summers of Orissa, that beautiful state on the
Bay of Bengal in India, where Dr. Sonjee came
from. He had been a very busy psychiatrist in
Minneapolis for almost twenty-five years.
Today, he was restless, perhaps due to the heat,
or more perhaps, due to homesickness,
loneliness and maybe, psychological bum-out
resulting from intense involvement with mental
patients on a daily basis. His mind frequently
would wander to his childhood days in a small
and colorful town in Orissa. He would daydream
about a stroll on the beach at Puri or having a
quiet weekend at Gopalpur-on-Sea. At times, a
fleeting memory of a departed boyhood friend
would haunt his mind and his heart would cry
out in pain.

He had two more patient appointments
and after that, he went on a long walk inside the
beautiful campus of the University of Minnesota,
which was not too far from his office on Como
Avenue.

On his return home, Dr. Sonjee quickly
went through his mail and was pleasantiy
surprised to have a letter from his nephew, Ajit,
in Bhubaneswar. Ajit had invited Dr. Sonjee to
stay in Bhubaneswar for several days during his
upcoming trip to India.

Bhubaneswar is the new capital of
Orissa, but the city's history goes back to
perhaps twenty-five hundred years. The city is
dominated by the great temple of Lord Shiva, the
Lingaraj Temple, completed in the eleventh
century AD. Just a few miles from the city is
Jain rock cave complex dating back to the
second century BC. Also nearby is the River
Daya. Legend has it that it became a river of
blood after the great battle won by the invading
Emperor Ashoka against the army of Orissa.
Nearby is the Dhauli complex with the
Emperor’s rock edicts. It was from here that
Ashoka set out on his mission of spreading
Buddhism.

How can Dr. Sonjee decline a visit to
Bhubaneswar? From the sizzling hot summer of
Minneapolis, Bhubaneswar appeared to be an
ideal place to stay for a few days. He thought,
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during his stay there, he would visit the Lingaraj
Temple daily, offer prayers to Lord Shiva just
like his fore-fathers had done. He would revisit
the jewels of temples: the

Rajarani and the Mukteswar. In Khandagiri and
Udayagiri, he would listen to the voices coming
out of these great architectural masterpieces.

It was December 1983 when Dr. Sonjee
arrived at Bhubaneswar. Ajit and his family were
there to meet him at the airport. Dr. Sonjee was
momentarily overwhelmed with the genuine
warmth and joy that pervaded the scene. Ajit, as
usual, was beaming with smiles. Soon thereafter;
Ajit escorted his uncle to the Kalinga Ashok, a
fairly modern hotel in Gautam Nagar.

Dr. Sonjee planned his days well: visits
to temples. the caves and occasionally, simply
wandering around in Bhubaneswar, transporting
himself in his fantasies to those years in when
the city boasted of some thousand temples. He
even pictured himself as an ascetic going from
one temple to another, chanting prayers to Lord
Shiva,

Ajit suggested one evening that they go
to the Pushpanjali, the elegant restaurant in the
Oberoi. This was not an unwelcome break from
Dr. Sonjee’s fascination with what Bhubaneswar
was. Dr. Sonjee liked the decor of the restaurant,
with large paintings on the walls of the great
tempies of Orissa, soft classical music and aroma
of freshly cooked foods. Food was ordered, Dr.
Sonjee preferring South Indian delicacies, such
as Upama and Masala Dosha. It was a very
pleasant atmosphere, good food and light talk
with his nephew. Dr. Sonjee could hardly think
of Minneapolis.

All of a sudden, the restaurant door
opened and there was a babble of voices; excited
voices and in walked a stunningly beautiful lady
followed by at least two dozens of persons of
both sexes. Dr. Sonjee almost mumbled to
himself, “Most beautiful eves, long dark silken
hair, elegantly dressed in a blue Sambalpuri silk
sari with silver borders, a hint of seductiveness
and a faint smile on her face.” He looked at
Ajit, who seemed to be lost for the moment,
transfixed to this almost royal entrance. It must
have been a few moments before Ajit came to
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his senses. He simply said, “Uncle, I am sorry, 1
was in a kind of fog. | was taken aback by that
royal entrance, and with a dramatic voice, he
added, “She is the Queen of Bhubaneswar.”

For the moment. Ajit and Dr. Sonjee tried vainly
to ignore the domineering royal presence and
busied themselves in finishing the delectable
South Indian dishes. After a few minutes, it was
almost simultaneously that Ajit and Dr. Sonjee
glanced at the Queen, who was presiding over
her Court. There was an aura of excitement in
the restaurant.

Ajit slowly resumed his introduction of
the Queen. He said, “Uncle, she represents the
Bhubaneswar constituency in the Parliament at
New Delhi. She is not just a politician, she is the
undisputed Queen of Bhubaneswar. She even
claims she is a descendant of the Gajapati Royal
family of Orissa. Politically, she is close to
Prime Minister Indira Gandhi. You recall the
Parliamentary elections in 1971, Just prior to it,
the Prime Minister had sent the Indian Armmy to
liberate Bangiladesh from the clutches of the
Pakistani military establishment. Her party won
a thumping majority in Parliament. Yes, uncle,
the Queen was elected to Parliament in that
election,”

Dr. Sonjee became impatient and
interrupted Ajit, “What is so unique about it?”.
Again, Ajit took his time, glanced at the Queen
and added, “She is a feminist. She is the leading
voice for the women of India in Parliament. She
even represented the women of India in the
International Congress of Women in Mexico
City.”

Dr. Sonjee was still unimpressed. Ajit
knew his uncle was getting impatient. He added,
“] am simply trying to put myself together. It is
not an easy story to tell.” Ajit got up from his
chair, agitated and anxious and with a quick look
at the Queen, returned to his chair and resumed,
“Actually, her real name is Sunanda. She was
born in a small village near Bhubaneswar, raised
in a middle-class family and graduated from the
Women's’ College of Bhubaneswar. Then, she
was married around 1967.”

Again, Ajit seemed preoccupied and
almost with misty eves, slowly said, “Uncle, she
almost became a victim of murder, a statistic in
the dowry deaths of Orissa. She was almost
murdered by her husband and parents-in-law
because she had not brought enough money and
a scooter into the marriage.”
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Ajit had a far away look, misty eyed
and Dr. Sonjee was stunned. He had left India
many years back, knew that dowry deaths were
on the increase in India and Orissa was no
exception. Dr. Sonjee broke the silence and
suggested “! suppose the plot to murder her
misfired. She divorced her husband and joined
politics.”

Ajit stated, “Uncle, your presumption is
quite correct. She got out of the marriage and
joined the Congress Party of Indira Gandhi. She
had this immense charisma and beauty. She can
cast a spell over the audience. Mind you, the
voters in India have common sense. They admire
her for her dedication to the cause of women and
for
bringing them from the sixteenth to the twentieth
century. If she were in America, ! would bet she
would be in the Senate of your country.

Ajit looked at the Queen and proceeded,
“Sunanda’s parents couldn’t produce the money
and other items promised as dowry at the time of
the marriage. Sunanda was subjected to daily
put-downs, tauntings, teasings and harassment,
which gradually escalated to veiled threats. In
this joint family, there were her husband,
parents-in-law and Meena, a sixteen year old
sister-in-law. Sunanda had known about young
brides being bumt to death. She lived in terror.
She managed to smuggle letters to her parents
via Meena, informing them of the threats and the
imminent danger she was facing.”

Dr. Sonjee interjected, “I suppose,
finally, she was able to escape from that
oppressive and threatening situation with her
parents’ help.”

Ajit responded, “Not quite, you know,
running away from a husband does not happen
in India. She resigned herself to fate.”

Ajit remained silent for a while, again
looked at the Queen still presiding over the
group and engaged in animated discussion.

He proceeded, “l distinctly remember
the day. It was June 10, 1968. It was a very hot
summer day, an inferno. The monsoon had not
yet broken. It was about eleven in the morning. [
was in my office in Sahid Nagar. Suddenly, [
was jolted from my office work with shoutings
and wailings coming from the street nearby.
Initialiy, [ rejected the idea of getting up and
investigating it. I thought it must be another of
those countless street demonstrations which
plague today’s India, but there was something
strange about this noise. There were no slogans
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as is usual with political demonstrations. It was
like a mass wailing, like a thousand voices
crying to the heavens. [t was like the roar of the
ocean. [ came out and proceeded towards the
crowd. [t was not very far from the Hotel
Meghdoot. As scon as [ reached the crowd, |
asked the first person as to what had happened.
This man mumbled something like, *“They have
bumt their daughter-in-law to death.” I
proceeded with the jostling, milling crowd
towards the house. There were intermittent
threats from the crowd, ‘Maro, Maro’, that is,
inciting the mob to kill the murderers of the
innocent woman. Just a few feet from me, [ saw
my friend, Misra, a Police Officer, who was
trying to control the crowd. I fought through the
crowd, grabbed him by his hands and asked him
anxiously about what had happened. Misra
shook my hands and said, “A female has died
accidentally in the house fire, but the mob
believes differently.” Misra charged furiously
towards the house and [ fell in back with the
mob proceeding menacingly towards the house™.

Dr. Sonjee interjected, “Was the mob
on the verge of rioting? Was the mood like that
in the Watts riots of Los Angeles in 1965 ?”

Ajit again looked at the Queen at the
other corner of the restaurant listening to her
followers, occasionally smiling. Just above her
on the wall was a painting of the great Sun
temple of Konarak.

Ajit finally responded, “No, uncle, the
riots in Los Angeles was an acute culmination of
the anger and despair of your African-Americans
in that city. This mob, in contrast, was in a
religious frenzy, a mass hysteria, out to punish
the murderers of the innocent bride. You know,
the Goddess Kali descends to the earth once a
year to cleanse it of evils. The mob began
chanting to Goddess Kali in unison during its
menacing march towards that house. I became a
part of that crowd, which was now proceeding in
waves, occasionally shouting, ‘Maro, Maro’.
Finally, the crowd reached the house. It had been
surrounded by hundreds of Police. Smoke was
coming out of the house and it was barricaded.
The crowd stopped, continued to chant to
Goddess Kali, but didn’t try to storm the
barricades. Occasionally, threats were shouted
against the parents-in-law and the husband. The
crowd had made a judgment that it was a dowry
murder. It must have been an hour when a police
officer stood up on his jeep and made an
announcement that the charred body of a female
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had been found and it was an accidental fire and
not a dowry murder. Then, he paused as if to
calm the crowd and added dramatically, “The
body appeared to be that of Meena and not the
bride . The crowd was stunned to silence,
shocked because it had already assumed that the
bride was the victim of dowry murder.”

Dr. Sonjee interjected, “It was just an
accidental fire.”

Ajit responded slowly “Uncle, it is a
confusing story. My friend, Misra and the
detectives had interrogated the parents-in-law
and the husband of the Queen. That evening |
went to my friend’s house to get the facts. As far
as | could piece it together from what my friend
told me, the accused burnt the wrong victim,
their own daughter and sister, It would appear
that Meena didn't approve of the teasings,
tauntings and threats from her parents and
brother towards her sister-in-law. Remember,
she was only sixteen, a very idealistic school
girl. She had developed a close relationship with
her sister-in-law, Sunanda. She kept her ayes and
ears open. She overheard, with horror, the details
of the diabolical piot outlined by her own mother
to her father and brother late one night.
Obviously, they had assumed that Meena was
deep asieep in her room. Let me put myseif in
her place for a moment. First, she might have
thought it was a nightmare. Then, the plot
unfolded and she heard it with bated breath. The
day was set for the morning of June 10, 1968.
The plot was crude, simple, grotesque and not
unlike some Jewish victims thrown alive to the
crematoria at the Auschwitz Nazi death camp in
Poland during World War II. Obviously,
Sunanda would be cooking in the kitchen and
her parents-in-law and her husband would
surprise her in the kitchen. The men would
suddeniy jump on her like a tiger does to a deer,
hold her tight and the mother-in-law would
swiftly dowse her with kerosene and light a
match, setting her on fire.

Dr. Sonjee interrupted Ajit, “Don’t you
think you are imagining too much, Ajit? Ajit
simply said, “Uncle, much of this has come from
the confessions made by the guilty. Let me go
on. On that fateful morning, Meena must have
approached her sister-in-law to cook in her
place. She must have cleverly arranged for
Sunanda to get out of the house on some pretext.
She must have borrowed her sister-in-law’s sari
and started the usual chores in the kitchen. She
must have thought that as soon as her brother
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and father would overpower her, she would
dramatically take off her sari from her face and
confront them with their murderous intent.
Obviously, she was a fraction of a second toa
late. You know, a murderer is so blinded with
the act of crime that the victim becomes, for a
moment, faceless. Now you know what
happened and how the Queen had cheated
death.”

Dr. Sonjee was stunned and speechless.
When he got his senses back, he looked around.
The restaurant was still full of people, bright
lights, elegantly dressed diners, talking and
laughing in that beautiful restaurant. Dr. Sonjee
looked at the walls. With large paintings of the
great temples of Orissa: Jagannath, Lingaraj and
Konarak. Aimost like a mechanical toy, he
proceeded towards the table where the Queen
was, to greet her, but the Queen and her
entourage had departed.

He returned to his chair and asked Ajit,
“What happened to Sunanda’s husband and
parents-in-law?”  Ajit said, “They were found
guilty of homicide and sentenced to life. They
are now serving this sentence in the Central Jail
at Cuttack.” '

Being a psychiatrist, Dr. Sonjee, of
course, wanted to know how they were coping

with the immense tragedy. Ajit said, “Uncle,
occasionally, I follow through with them via my
contacts with officers in the jail. All three of
them maintain that the dead body was that of
Sunanda. They think the Queen is an impostor.”

Dr. Sonjee asked, “How do they
account for the fact that Meena is no more?”
Ajit became visibly agitated, almost holding his
tears back. After he composed himself, he said,
“They believe that Meena is in some ashram in
Haridwar and that she has become a Sannyasin.”

After a pause, Dr. Sonjee then asked
about the mother-in-law who had apparently
masterminded the entire plot. Ajit reported that
she would frequently retire to a corner in her jail
cell and wail, “Oh, Lord Jagannath, what crimes
tave I committed to deserve such harsh
punishment?”  Dr. Sonjee responded, “You
mean she still does not get it, how strange.”

As they were ready to leave, Dr. Sonjee
put his arm around Ajit’s shoulders and
affectionately asked him, “I have two questions:
are you sure you are not making up this whole
thing and if it is true, why are you so emotionai
about it?”

Ajit laughingly responded, “Uncle, let
me reserve that story for your next trip to
Bhubaneswar.”

Dr. Prasanna K. Pati is a retired psychiatrist who lives in Salem, Oregon. He played the roie of Dr. Sonjee
in Hollywood's Best Movie (1976), “One Flew Over the Ciickoo’s Nest,” which was filmed in the hospital
in Oregon, where Dr. Pati worked as a psychiatrist. Dr. Pati dedicates this story to Dr, Biresh and Elaine

Mahanti of Sarasota, Florida.
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PURPOSE OF LIFE
Jogesh Panda

Years in the protective laps of my parents
Bring back sweet memories of Thee (O! Lord!).
Through stories, my pious father used to preach
That the highest goal of life is
What Dhruba and Prahalad achieved.
My workaholic mother used to silently imply
We are Thy employees on earth, O! Divine Employer!
And must endeavor to excel in whatever we do.

‘But then came a dark cloud of separation
When [ fell prey to earthly temptations.
Becoming an obedient servant of my senses
I dared to do things that are forbidden.
O! How [ remember those painful years
When Thy thought forsook me.

My mind was restless day and night
To unravel the enigma of life.

T have asked myself a million times

[s the purpose of life 'ust and gold"?

Or is it name and fame or all of the above?
In the meantime came a rude awakening
When the merciless time devoured my father.
Then again I asked, 'or is it to die?".

At last Thou sent me a knower of the Truth.
O! how thankful [ am, my heavenly Father
To find my Guru, Thy true embodiment.
For no more will [ have to wander
In the crue!l sand dunes of my life.
By finding my Guru, I have found the oasis
Sitting in his lap, I will quench my thirst.
The only purpose of life indeed, as my Master says
Is to live forever in the company of Thee.

Jogesh is a disciple of His Holiness the Great Premavatar Sri Paramahansa
Yogananda. He lives in Minneapolis with his wife Smriti and daughter Suman.
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" BIRTHDAY

Rabindranath Tagore
(Translated by J.P. Das from Bengali)

I looked at me amid the gatherings of strange identities
In my life laced with many birthdays.

The new year once carried me
On the chest of a bottomless sea
With ample delirium of its waves
From one direction to another, yet another
One empty blueness over empty blueness
Denying the existence of its banks.

I saw the picture of the not-so-strange world, the other day--
As creation appears in its first rays
The future submerged in water
{s searching itself
Everyday, looking at the sunrise.

As | gazed at the mystery of existence
Across the curtain of waves
I thought
The shroud of my life isn’t open vet--
The complete me is still hiding, unknown.

On a new birthday after new birthdays
The lines that have been drawn by the artist’s pen
Haven’t revealed the final identity of the picture.

I simply feel
A great flooding of the unmanifest everywhere
Surging around the days and nights.
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LEFT-BEHIND
Surya Nayak

[ saw my roses, fading;
Twilight stole the colors.

Now [ put my dreams in the coffin,
to bury amidst a handful of rust.

Nothing is left
but a fruitless fire, that
bums my empty heart to dust.

Struck by the storm of hatred
my summer is blown off.

All alone and sad, I watch and wait
to see, if the end is near;
where a trembling leaf is left behind
in the corridor of your life.

kR kR kR Rk kR Rk kR
Surya Nayak is not only a widely known poet but also a lyrist. He writes both in Oriya and English. He
has published eight books of poems and four audio cassettes of songs. Even though some of his poems

have earned him International Awards from London and America, but he gets a nostalgic feeling when his
poetry are published in Indian Journal and in OSA’s Journal and Newsletter.

g

TO MY CHILDHOOD
Chandana Mishra, MD

The days of my childhood are a thing of past now,
but the memories are not dead, like smoldering ashes
rekindled by gusts of nostalgia.

To think of my thoughts then - O how simple they were
and the fulfillment of them
O how it mattered to me.

But now I have come to terms with both success and failure alike.
The green pastures of life, no longer visible to the naked eye
but the memories, hidden in the tiny cells of the brain
pull at some sensitive chords now and again.

To leave behind the house of fantasy,
and the garden of imagination, only a blur of colors
vanishing slowly, like the setting sun,
leaving behind only the afterglow,
to console in the hours of darkness.

QO God, [ am lost without the cloak of childhood
please guide me to some place, [ know not where,

Evanston, IL
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REALITY
Nirupama Kar Mohapatra

[ wanted
to live in a dreamland,
to touch the rainbow,
to talk to the moon,
and to smile with the spring flowers.

[ also wanted
unreciprocated love,
undying passion,
unlimited romance,
and unending excitement.

I needed
a cup of sweet hot tea,
two strong arms around me,
a passiongte kiss,
and soft whispers of endearments.

I received
presents with preconditions,
promises without fulfiliment,
loneliness with long silence,
and rejection with reasons.

I now have
faded dreams,
slowly dying passion,
but a clear understanding,
of reality of life.

Dr. Mohapatra is a research scientist at UNC, Chapel Hill, North Carolina.
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AN UNFORGETTABLE SMILE
Pramila Rath Chetty

Polly Klaas smiles, ah! So sweetly!
Her lovely, oval face lights up,
And those sky-blue, dove’s eyes twinkle merrily,
Considering the ways of the world,
And this Great Nation's greater ills,
The ‘Nation’ that provides ‘safety vests’,
For a multitude of vicious criminals as our guests.

And so our twelve year old Angel sparkles,
At the justice system that protects her killer on his way to the court,
‘cause a mob may be out,
A grieving mother, a desolate father, or a sweetheart,
Shoot, spate, or spit at?

So darling Polly Klaas keeps on smiling,
For her family, friends, and shattered dreams,
And she dazzles at the law,
The attorney as well, who staunchly harbors the flaw,
Strong defense for the monster who first confesses,
Then recants and pleads ‘not guilty’,

Aware that if all else fails,
He can yet be proven innocent
Due to ‘birth defect’, ‘alcohol’, ‘abuse’, or ‘insanity.’

If that too, fails and he is sent to jail,
Make sure the viper counts his days there still,
Of his second, third, fourth, or fifth parole,

(For good behavior!),

To walk free on the street once more,
And to stalk yet another party’s slumber,
And, yes, to feel the thrill
of kidnapping and killing Polly’s pal.

prdcgigedrdrgidigedigidegegigtgififigigigigigigigigtgegigegigegrgigis

Please note: The above poem has slightly been altered from the original version which has received.

EDITOR’S CHOICE AWARD recently from the National Library of Poetry, Maryland (1994).
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FAMILY

Smriti R. Panda

Friendship of the purest kind
Sharing with an unselfish mind
Whenever we are in the need

In family we find a friend indeed.

Aspiration is what we must possess
While searching for our success

Of our dreams, we get a view

The family helps us make them true.

Memories, whether good or bad
Prepare us for the journey ahead
Whether the family is far or near
The time spent together is far or near,

Integrity, as innocent can be

is a reflection of the family

At times of testing, needed the most
One without has nothing to boast.

Love is unconditional in a family
Like that of a flower to a honey bee
It is something like magic penny
Hold it tight and you won't have any,

Yeaming for the continuation

From generation to generation

We pass on these values without a doubt
This is what family is all about.

Smriti lives in St. Paul with her husband Jogesh and daughter Suman.
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OOPS
Pracheta R. Sahu

Aspiring for a change
displacing the hometown
From the farthest East to the West
unusualiy profound

Behaving precisely hypothetical
which some do and some do not
Beginning all afresh
from the basics to the matrix

Encountering the tides
reconciling the waves
Experiencing all confines
the cross-cultural myths

Compromising the preferences
per the mandatory gauge
Fuffilling the accomplishments
as presumably raze

Precisely landing into
a rugged cave
Tranquil and courteous
a precarious cage

Hearing a clamor from behind
that solemnly alarmed
Realizing thus I whispered:
“Qops! Am I following
someone else’s destiny?”

Pracheta R. Sahu is presently residing at Tranquility, NJ. He is a regular contributor to OSA Journal.
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OH, AMERICA , I LOVE YOU!
Padmaja Dash

62 6116Q 6/ "Hi", I 916967 "Bye",

Listen, "Honey", "Sweetheart", "You know why?".
62 116% 6m "Miss you", "Love you",and "Kiss you",
QARYIQEM "Hug you", "Love you", & dIR6M "Kick you".
AFEER *Thank you" @ 168, "Nice of you",
"Sweet of you",§ 6§~ < "How mean of you?".
2&6m & "Bless you", @ G6R & "Like you",
SRE a8 "Sorry" €@ guy will sure excuse you.
Snoring @ 6/ "Divorce you" and "Million dollar sue you”,
"Oh dam!", "Shoot you", "Now I'll bet you".

969 594 @£ S 651169 "I really tell you".
"You fool, stop now, or I will beat you".

"OK dear, see you, "I'll not bore you".

Life is very hard here, yes, dear!

Sill, America, I love you!.

San Diego, CA

157



Journal of the Orissa Society of Americas, July 1995

APPEALS

An Appeal
by Board of Trustees,
Ravenshaw College
Development Trust

Dear Friends,

This is an Appeal to you, an Appeal to help
Ravenshaw College regain its lost splendour.

Ravenshaw College which is the premier
Educational institution of Orissa is one of the
oldest and most renowned Colleges of the
country. Established after the great famine of
Orissa, in 1868 it functioned initially in the
Ravenshaw Collegeiate school and shifted to the
present imposing campus in 1921. During its life
of more than a century this Institution has not
only nurtured innumerable talents in the State,
many of whom have acquired national and
international fame, but also has shown
undisputed leadership in promoting the cultural
life of the State and upholding its intellectual

traditions. Ravenshaw has shaped the life of the .

people of Orissa, for its alumni have guided the
destiny of the State during the last more than 100
years in the Educational, Cultural, Social,
Economic, Political and Administrative spheres.
It is indeed difficult to think of a person, be he a
Politician, an Educationist, a Lawyer, a Scientist,
a Bureaucrat, a Technologist, 2 Businessman
who has not been a student of this College. Like
“All road leads to London”, Ravenshaw was the
destination of all students till a few years back.
Imbued with patriotism, ideal and energy the
restless souls had made this College a vibrant
citadel of diverse hues. Whether it was the
movement for the formation of a separate State
of Orissa or the freedom struggle of the country
or the movement for starting the first University
of the State it was this College which was the
fulcrum of all activities. The Orissa Legislative
Assembly used the hallowed Ravenshaw College
Hall for its sessions since the formation of the
State of Orissa in 1936, till the capital was
shifted to Bhubaneswar. This glorious Hall
which witnessed the debates of several proud
sons of Orissa is now in a state of collapse. The
Kanika library which was the biggest library in

the State with rare collections gives a ghostly
and emaciated look.

Over a period of time the College grew in size
and strength and apart from becoming the main
Institution of study of Post Graduation Courses
till the Utkal University started functioning in
the new campus at Bhubaneswar in the early
60's, managed severai other Institutions like the
[LA.S. coaching centre, a branch of the Indira
Gandhi National Open University, a Moming
college and the +2 classes. The strength of
students has now swelled to an un-wieldy 8000
with about 3000 women students, while the
building was designed to accommodate about a
thousand to fifteen hundred students.

The imposing structure of the College was a
matter of pride not only for the Ravenshavians

but also for the people of Cuttack and Orissa. As
_you will be reading this Appeal, those who were

Ravenshavians may be feeling nostalgic of your
walks in the long corridors, Lectures/debates in
the C.L.T. and the P.L.T., rummaging through
books and periodicals in the Kanika library,
meetings in the: coilege Hall and the un-ending
gossips in the College lawns and Tennis Courts.
But have you seen this massive structure in the
recent past ? Due to lack of maintenance the
buildings carry tell-tale marks of disintegration

- and as has been mentioned earlier the hallowed
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precincts of the College Hall and Library
Buildings are threatened with demolition as they
have been declared unsafe by the State P.W.D.
The roofs are ¢cracking, the walls are peeling off
and the doors and windows are falling apart. A
Ravenshavian with some sensitivity will shed
drops of tear at the plight of the College.

With students bursting in seams, basic facilities

like common rooms, recreation rooms, canteen,
sick-room and toilets are virtually non-existent.
Hoste! facilities are inadequate and appalling. A
hundred fifty seat Ladies Hostel for three
thousand girl students is a typical example of
this malady. Ravenshaw which had a hoary past
seems to be inexorably heading to future gloom
and if due care is not taken, to an inevitable
doom.
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It is gratifying to note that the wailing of
Ravenshaw has touched the inner chord of many
and some have initiated some concrete steps with
the objective or restoring the glory of this
College. Some Ex-Ravenshavians had a get-
together in May, 1994 and amongst many things
that were discussed it was decided to constitute a
Trust Fund for the purpose of generating
resources to take up the Developmental
activities, Accordingly a Trust titled *“Ravenshaw
College Development Trust” was registered in
July, 1994, You will be happy to know that the
Government have given their approval to the
constitution of this Trust. The Trust became
formally  operational with effect form
14.12.199%4.

Some of us had a meeting with the chief
Secretary of the State and then with the Chief
Minister and the Government have promised to
earmark Rs. 1 crore for taking up the repairs of
the College which are in progress.

For improving and providing additional facilities
the Trust has prepared a list of projects with
rough estimates. These projects include an
auditorium for 1500 students, 2 Hostels, a Guest
House, a Canteen and a Computer Centre,
Requirement of funds for taking up these
projects is roughly Rs. 10 crores. It is in this
context that your help is needed as the
Government may not be able to provide this fund
in near future. We plan to raise this resource
through contribution/donation from individual
members, Institutions, Foundations, Corporate
Bodies, Industrial Houses and others who are
committed to the cause of promoting excellence
in Education. The preceeding paragraphs in
which an effort has been made to describe the
present plight of the College will, we are sure,
touch your inner-most feelings and inspire you at
the same time to come to the aid of the
institution which should again figure as a centre
of excellence in the Country. This Appeal is not
only addressed to you, you will also have to act
as our Ambassador to transmit the message to
others.

Now the time has come for you to respond to the
call of your Alma Mater and for the
Philanthrophists and well-wishers of the college
to help us in this noble venture. Let us join hands
for the revival of the College. Now for ali of us a
forum is available in the shape of this Trust to
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carry on the task of restoring the glory of the
Ravenshaw College. We are sure you will
ungrudgingly participate in this historic effort.
Your contributions / donations may be sent to
the “Ravenshaw College Development Trust”
in the shape of Draft or Cheque. Donations in the
shape of cash will also be received with proper
receipts. An Account bearing No. S.B. 745 has
been opened in the Indian OverSeas Bank,
College Square, Cuttack - 753 003. Exemption
under Section 80 G of the L.T. Act, 1961 has
been obtained vide order No. JUDL/93/80G/94-
95/31977 dated 18.1.95 of the Commissioner of
Income Tax Orissa. The accounts of the Trust
wiil be audited once in a year and will be
published in Newspapers briefly and in the
annual report of the Trust. If individuals,
Institutions, Corporate houses and others wish to
take up a project and desire that the project
should be named after them (individually /
jointly) such requests will be considered with
due care and attention. They will also be
associated with the planning of the project and
its implementation.

Friends, please come forward and extend your
helping hand.
Board of Trustees,

Ravenshaw College Development Trust
Ravenshaw College

Cuttack - 753 003, Orissa, India

Tel: +91(671) 610060

An Appeal
by Surya Kanta Das

Dear friends:

Many of you are outstanding in your fields as
great scientists, eminent physicians, surgeons,
heart-surgeons, specialists, space scientists,
geophysicists, mathematicians, professors and
engineers. Oriyas will be proud to know about
your achievements, and success in USA and in
Canada. University students in Orissa will be
inspired by reading about success stories
concerning each one of you.

I am a columnist of Oriya newspaper
“PRAGATIVADI” which is published from
Bhubaneswar. Its editor is Pradymna Bal, a
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former M.P., and related to famous and immortal
poet Nanda Kishor Bal.

I want to highlight achievements of outstanding

Oriyas (men and women) for whom Orissa is

proud. I need some details and descriptions.
Your own story is what I need. May [ request
you to help me to write a series of Oriya articles
under the title: “ODISSAR GOURAYV: AJIRA
AMERICARE.”

I will be deeply grateful to you if material
concerning achievements of your own, your
wife, and your children are sent to me to my
address: Surya Kanta Das, A-175 Sahid Nagar,
Bhubaneswar 751007, Orissa.

Personally [ am proud of the achievements and
unique success of Oriyas in America. Even your
school-going children have achieved high and
rare distinctions. I want to publicize this through
our newspaper and let the readers know of
renowned Oriyas presently living in America,

“ DHANYABAD?” Greetings and best regard.

Surya Kanta Das is a retired' professor of
Commerce, Utkal University, Orissa.

An Appeal
by Binayak Mcohanty

Dear OSA members:

During my last trip to Orissa in February 1995, I
was introduced to one young unemployed
engineer, Mr. Chittaranjan Rath, by my brother.
Mr.Rath was saved from imminent death last
year after being treated for his kidney failure.
He had undergone kidney transplantation in
Madras Medical Care & Health Center, followed
by intensive post-surgery medicare treatments.
His poor family has gone out of way to save
their only son and has lost every asset in this
whole devastating event for last one and half
year. To date, they still are struggling hard to
provide the medicare (Rs. 10,000/month) to save
their son from the cruelty of death. In this whole
process, Mr, Rath’s family has been completely
devastated.
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After meeting with me, their famiiy has
reinstated some hope to save their son’s life by
appealing generous help from OSA members. In
the mean time I have discussed this issue with
the president (Dr. S.K. Dash), the vice president
(Mrs. G. Pattanaik), the editor (Dr. A.K. Dash),
and other active members of OSA. 1 was fully
encouraged by all these OSA members and
office bearers to have a fund raiser for Mr.
Chittaranjan Rath and adopt his family in the
worst days of their lives. We are trying to raise
(about $15,000 to $20,000) through generous
help of OSA members for this good cause. Any
amount of charitable contribution will be a great
help to save the life of a young and bright oriya
engineer. Please send your contribution to Dr.
S.K. Dash, OSA president with a memo
“Chittaranjan Rath Rescue Fund.” If you have
any question, please direct it to OSA office
bearers. Thank you.

Sincerely,

Binayak Mohanty

245 W, Big Springs Road #D
Riverside, CA 92507

Tel: 909-274-0801

“Chittaranjan Rath Rescue Fund”

Name:

Address:

Contribution:$

(Checks payable to OSA)

Tear and attach this portion with your
contribution and mail it to Dr. S.K. Dash, OSA
President, 4925 Interlachen Ct,, Edina,

MN 55436.
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An Appeal
by Ritha Devi

This is an appeal for contribution
towards the preservation of the Devadasi
tradition of Odissi Dance, as taught by my Guru,
Sri Pankaj Charan Das, who is a direct
descendant of the Devadasis, and remains now
the last living Guru this tradition. He is in his
later 70s, and in poor health. His son, Sharat
Kumar Das, along with some of his devoted
students, including myself, is trying his utmost to
preserve this tradition of dance, by collecting
funds towards the establishment of a Foundation
in his name, so that deserving students can be
taught this tradition, and video-tapes can be
made of what little he can dance now, and also
the dance of his senior disciples like me. I may
mention here that, last December, the Sangeet
Natak Akademi at Delhi, video-taped the
“Panchakanya” solo dance-dramas, from his
tradition, which only [ am dancing now, all five
of them, and some other solo dances, all danced
by me. These dances are not in the National
archives. However, there are many other
beautiful dances, both traditional as well as those
choreographed by my Guru, which are just now

languishing in oblivion, with no proper
exponent. So, funds are being collected for the
dual purpose of transmission and preservation of
these rare dances.

If you will kindly publish this appeal,
along with this letter, in the souvenir 1o be
brought out on the occasion of the QSA
Convention, [ shall be deeply grateful. Anyone
wishing to contribute his or her share towards
the preservation of this beautiful and ancient
tradition, may send the cheque, made out in the
name of Guru Sri Pankaj Charan Odissi
Research Foundation, to me at the following
address:

Ritha Devi
330 East 85th Street, Apt. C
New York, NY 10028

and I shall send that person a receipt for it, and
send the cheque to the Foundation address in
Bhubaneswar. [ hope the Oriya community will
contribute generously towards the preservation
of this tradition, that is such an integral part of
Oriya culiture.
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ORISSA SOCIETY OF AMERICA CHAPTER NEWS

NEW JERSEY CHAPTER:

Cultural Programs:

Over 100 people gathered in the Radha-Krishna
Temple Auditorium in, Allentown, last October
22, to celebrate the Kumar Uschab! Professor
Rekha Mohanty, a scholar in Oriya Literature
was the Guest of Honor. A large number of
children participated in an Art Project that was

conducted by Artist Anuradha Das. The evening:

function included a well organized cultural
prograin. The highlights of that evening were
Bhajans, Geet and Ghazal presentation by
eminent singer Mrs. Sumitra Dash. Sulogna,
Purnima, Rolli, Ruloi, Rashmi, Anita, Srilata and
Anjali presented Odissi, Bharat Natyam, Kathak
and Sambalpuri folk dances. Mrs. Kabita
Pattnaik entertained with her melodious Bhajans
and light Oriya songs. Children awards were
given by Prof. Jiten Mchanty.

Puja:

Families with their many friends got together at
the residence of Dr. Santosh and Sulekha Das in
Randolph to observe the ‘Ganesh Puja’ on
September 10 conducted by Sri Shastriji of
Hanuman Temple in the area. A special ‘Havan’
was conducted on the make shift Mandap at the
back lawn. After a splendid Lunch (Prasad) an
hour of Bhajans were rendered committed to Sri
Ganesh.

The Saraswati Puja was celebrated last February
5 in the house of Dr. Mohan Rao and Bharati
Kintala which was well attended. The children
were involved to arrange all Puja essentials and
participated in the devotional songs. Dr.
Akhileswar Patel conducted the Puja.

A New Cassette “Shyam Teri Bansi™:

Mrs. Kabita Pattnaik who is well known in our
community as a singer, lyricist and composer has
made four audio cassettes which were released in
India recently. In one of them she has sung
Kabir Bhajans under the direction of the
celebrated musician Pandit Girish Kumar. In
others she composed and directed some of her
own lyrics which were sung by herself and other
eminent singers; Debasis Mohapatra, Lopika
Mishra and Anjali Mishra in Orissa.
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Children’s Achievement:

Sarthak Das of Randolph has been awarded a
fellowship program for two years by the Echoing
Green Foundation of US. This foundation
supports individuals and organizations with
technical assistance and financial resources to
help create new public service initiatives.
Sarthak has initiated a project - ‘Asha’ - a Day
Care learning and counseling center for children
of Bombay Prostitutes. He will recently
graduate from Harvard University and is the on
of Dr. Santosh and Sulekha Das of Randoiph,
NI.

Ananya Dash is a junior in the University of
Pennsylvania is currently spending her year
abroad, an Honors program designee, in the
University of London, England. -She has been
named a Dean's Scholar and accepted to John
Marshall Pre-Law Honors Society. She has been
inducted to Golden Key National Honors Society
and is a member of Gamma-Sigma- Alpha
Honors Fraternity. She is the daughter of
Sumitra and Dr. Sarat Dash of Sparta, NJ.

Sukanti Sahoo
New Jersey

NORTHWEST CHAPTER:

Qur year has started off with the excitement of a
wedding. The marriage ceremony of Nihar
Nanda and Sushree took place in January. We
are very happy for the newly wed couple and we
are also very happy to have Sushree as part of

-our community.

QOur congratulations to Asish Dash (Chimpoo).
He has graduated form High School. Although
Chimpoo is formally graduating from high
school, he has not been a stranger to the
University of Minnesota, For the last two years
he has been attending the University of
Minnesota as part of the Post Secondary
Program. This is a program which allows
students to attend the University as a full time
student while still in high school. We are all
very happy for him and wish him the very best
life has to offer. Mr. Tapan Padhi has also just
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graduated. He has completed work on his
Masters in Computer Science from North Dakota
State University, Fargo. He has also moved to
Lincoln, Nebraska on his new job.

We also have some bittersweet news from this
chapter. A heartfelt congratulations to
Dharmaraju Kotini and his family on his new
job. Raju babu, along with his wife Kusuma,
daughter Pavitra and son Paavan are moving to
Richmond Virginia. We are very happy for
them on their success, but at the same time we
hate to see them go. They will be greatly
missed. Qur loss is Virginia's gain.

This summer, we are fortunate to have some
visiters from India. Dr. Srinivas Sahu (Ex-Vice
Chancellor of Utkal University) and his wife are
visiting their son, Amitabha Sahu and family this
summer. We hope they have an enjoyable trip.

Smriti Panda
St. Paul, Minnesota.

WASHINGTON CHAPTER:

Official:

The following office bearers for 1994-1996 were
elected by the members of this chapter,
Executive committee of this chapter thanks
Raghu Das, Prafuila Misra and Shankershan
Acharya for conducting this election. Executive
committee also appointed a committee to
develop the by-laws for this association.

Sudip Patnaik President

Ira Patnaik Secretary

Alpana (Reena) Das Treasurer
Cultural:

This chapter performed a group dance, jointly
choreographed by Anu Biswal and Mun Mun
Patnaik at the Republic Day celebration
organized by the Indian Cultural Coordination
Committee on January 22nd at J.F.K. High
School, Silver Spring, MD. Qur sincere thanks to
ail the organizers and the performers. We also
wish to convey our appreciation to NIA and
Suresh Kodolikars, who have hosted a dinner to
honor the dancer.

163

Saraswati Pujz was celebrated on Sunday,
February 11 at Sligo Community Center, Spring
Field, MD.

The Odissi guru, Sri Manoranjan Mohapatra, a
guest of Chitra Krishnamurty's "Nrutyalaya"
taught few basics of the intricate dance to the
interested members of this chapter. Due to its
great success and popularity the executive
committee has invited him to conduct a summer
dance school.  Washington chapter is also
pleased to bring to its members a video of the
odissi  exercises demonstrated by Guru
Manoranjan Mohapatra.

The annual picnic aieng with the "RAJA
PARBA" celebration, venue (Lake Fair Fax
Park} and date (June 17) have been finalized by
this chapter. The coordinator for this wvery
exciting event is Sushanta Mohanty.

Youth Reiated:
"Learning with Fun Activity" for the children of
this chapter is gaining tremendous momentum. A
registration form for the participants has been
distributed to all its members via the Washington
Sambad (Issue #2). The three activities planned
for this summer are:

1. Dark room secrets (6/24/95)

2. Trip to the Smithsonian (7/15/95)

3. Art clinic (7/22/95)
Children of this chapter also organized a food
drive for the homeless on May 21, 1995,

Sudip Patnaik,
Maryland.

CHICAGO CHAPTER:

Our congratulations to Mrs. Sujata Patnaik who
has been elected as the Vice-President of OSA
for 1995 - 97 term. She is a very active member
of Chicago Chapter and cocrdinates cultural
activities for youths in a very enthusiastic way.
She has demonstrated her leadership skill by
involving our youths in numerous cultural
programs starting from OSA Convention,
Chicago. Her dedication for Qriya Society,
support for our culture and above all her
emphasis on the participation of youths in OSA
activities are exemplary.



Journal of the Orissa Society of Americas, July 1995

Qur felicitations to three newly wed couples -
Shivaji Kumar and Vani, Sarada Samantaray and
Nibedita, and Satchi Panda and Baishali. A
welcome reception has been arranged by the
local chapter. In addition to these new couples
we also welcome a new addition to our
community - Sudhanshu Panigrahi.

Some of our members are quite busy in
preparation for our upcoming OSA convention
cultural program in Minneapolis. Kids of
Chicago chapter are preparing a humorous dance
drama "Patent Medicine”.

Gyana R. Patnaik
Chicago, IL.

SOUTHERN CHAPTER NEWS:

The presence of LORD JAGANNATH in
Nashville temple has attracted all the Oriyas
around this area to get together for Ratha-Jatra
and other religious ceremonies for past two
years. Southern chapter members are fortunate to
be a part of these celebrations which are so
unique for people of Orissa.

Congratulations

Congratulations are in order for Deepika
(daughter of Mahendra and Kabita Misra) and
Supriya (daughter of Panchanana and Sashi
Satpathy) graduating from High School in flying
colors. Deepika bagged the valedictorian honor
from her school. She also received Georgia

Governor’s Award and Emery Presidential
Scholarship.

Supriya graduated from one of the prestigious
magnet schools of Nashville and joining Oxford
Emery in Fall.

Meena (daughter of Amiya and Sara Mohanty)
received her Law degree from Temple
University. She also received Harley Sarabech
Award for activities with young people in
Philadelphia city schools.

Likun (daughter of Digamber and Joytsna
Mishra) received her Bachelor degree in
Engineering (Construction Management) from
Georgia Tech University. Her brother Anup has
returned to U.S.A after finishing his one year
assignement in Hungary.

Susmita (daughter of Radhakanta and Gita
Mishra) received her Medical degree and will be
specializing in Gastroenterology. Her young
sister, Sushri, also graduated and will be joining
medical school in Fall.

Rica (daughter of late Promode and Runu
Pattnaik) has received *outstanding clinical
work” award in her optometrist curriculum.

Prajesh N. Dash,
Spring City, TN.
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OBITUARY

Minaketan Behara, Professor Emeritus of Mathematics and Statistics at McMaster University, Hamilton,
Ontario, Canada died of pneumonia on Sunday, May 28, 95. At the time of his death he was fifty-seven.

After receiving his doctorate in Germany, Minaketan Babu came to Canada to start his teaching career.He
took an early retirement in 1991. His main research interest was Information Theory and its applications, In
addition to research, he had a passion for bringing research workers together by organizing conferences
and being instrumental in publication of the journal "Selecta Statistica Canadiana". As an ultimate
expression of his strong drive, he formed the Gauss Institute in 1989, which is now affiliated with the
University of Campinas in Brazil.

During 1964-65, I met Dr. Behara in Waterloo, Ontario, where he was teaching at that time. Our personal
contact probably influenced him to move from Waterloo to McMaster, where [ am working for last thiry-
one years. His early education being at Ravenshaw College, he enjoyed telling stories during his student
days. Above all, I remember his young looking face, his infectious smile and an exuberance displaying his
advanturous spirit.

We pray for his soul to be in peacs.

Sri Gopal Mohanty
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NEWS BRIEF ON
JAGANNATH SOCIETY OF AMERICAS

Bhagabat Chandra Sahu

Three years have passed since we installed Lord
Jagannath, Lord Balabhadra, Devi Subhadra, and
Maha Sudarsan at Sri Ganesh Temple in
Nashviile, TN in April of 1992, Since then,
significant progress has been made in the
propagation of Jagannath philosophy in Notth
America. Jagannath Society of Americas was
established in 1992 with the objective of
propagating Jagannath philosophy in the
continental USA and the western hemisphere. [
believe that we have made some impact, even if
quite small, on North America in this regard.
I.S.A. has several hundred members including
Oriyas, Non-Oriyas, and people from all over
USA and Canada.

We have published a yearly journal Neela
Chakra with contributions from distinguished
authors. We have just published one bhajan
book, Neelachala Madhuri, which is to be
distributed to all Oriya and Non-Oriya devotees,

We have celebrated RATHA  YATRA,
BAHUDA YATRA, SNANA PURNIMA, and
anniversaries according to Vedic rituals. Also as
an objective of JS.A, we have invited
distinguished scholars from Orissa such as:
Professor Hrudananda Ray, Professor Kahnu C.
Mishra, Professor Shantanu Acharya, and Mr.
Kahnu C. Lenkha, ex-minister of Railways of the
Government of Indian.

Another important facet of Jagannath philosophy
is Odissi dance (Traditionally performed by
Devadasis) and Oriya bhajans which we are
promoting by inviting the pioneers in this field.
In the past we have invited Ms. Sunanda Pamaik,
members of the Chitralekha Dance Academy,
Ms. Oopalie Operajita, Ms. Ritha Devi,
Madhabika Nayak, and others to give their
traditional performances before Lord Jagannath.
This year we have invited two distinguished

speakers from India: Shri Ranganath Mishra,
Honorable ex-Chief Justice of the Supreme
Court of India and Shri Jivanananda Pani, ex-
Director of Cultural Affairs of the Government
of Orissa to speak during the oncoming car
festival. We have two outstanding Odissi
dancers, Gita Mahalik and Manoranjan Pradhan,
to grace the auditorium.

Our goal is to promote Jagannath philosophy
which is the very nucteus of Oriya culture in the
Western Hemisphere. It is a colossal task, but
nothing is impossible with the grace of Lord
Jagannath. We hope to install Lord Jagannath in
every major city of the USA and Canada, We
need to have a temple exclusively for the Holy
Trinity in the pattern of Puri Temple.
Govardhan Dham has been one of the best of the
four pilgrimages of India and has been an
integral part of the Hindu religion for centuries.
Other religions such as Buddhism and Jainism
have also been nurtured here. Devotees of the
beliefs such as Islam and Christianity have also
had important connection with Srikshetra Puri.

We need to be proud of our linkage with
Jagannath Dham Puri and Lord Jagannath, the
master of the universe. He embraces all who
embrace him, and He looks after all who look to
Him.

“Let Lord Jagannath appear in our visions.”

Athens, AL
May 30, 1995.
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Our Special Thanks

to
Sponsors & Advertisers

Sita Kantha Dash
Radhakanta Mishra
OLDE/Maneesh Jain
State Bank of India

Sabyasachi Mahapatra
Amrita Mahapatra (Surya Art Gallery)
Shara Laboratories
Devi Mishra
Mana Ranjan Pattanaik
Bank of Baroda
Bhagabat Sahu
Bank of India
Rajan Panda
MG America
Classic Manufacturing Inc.
Pfankuch Machinery
Laveen Machine & Engg.
Superior Tools
Jaihind Plaza
Brass Touch/ Indian Grocery & VYideo
Driltech Asociates
V. Selvakumar
MGS
Aarkeyen Granites
Satya B. Shaw
Jogesh & Smriti Panda
USA Asian News paper
Amiya Mohanty
Bijoy Misra, Chicago
Pranab Chatterjee
Orissa Book Emporium, Cuttack
Shaila Printing, Cuttack
Printing Media, Bhadrak
Debendra K. Mohaptra
Dharmaraj & Kusuma Kotini
Bijoy Bhuyan

This is a partial listing of the sponsers and advertisers available at the time of printing.
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OSA CONVENTION
1995

MILES PHARMACEUTICALS
RORER PHARMACEUTICALS

MARION MERRELL DOW

MERCK PHARMACEUTICALS

Best Wishes And Compliments
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Scimed 1 &
Manufactures of Angioplasty catheters

Manafactures of Angioplasty catheters




GUIDANT CORPORATION

DEVICES FOR VASCULAR INTERVENTION

595 PENOBSCOT DRIVE

REDWOOD CITY, CA 94063

TEL: 800 CUT PLAK

GUIOANT FAX: 415 364 2889

BEST WISHES TO OSA CONVENTION 1995

PARKE-DAVIS

PEOPLE WHO CARE
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INDVEST
YOUR GATEWAY TO BETTER RETURNS

INDVEST: A secured investment in India.

INDVEST, not a mammoth mutual fund managed by high
paid money managers.

INDVEST, not a low return MUNI.

H

INDVEST, not a speculative high risk option/penney stock
adventure with your hard earned savings.

INDVEST, your money is as secured as being in your
disposal while earning you a handsome return.

INDVEST is a secured investment with a guaranteed 12%
return and real possibility of much higher returns.

e ——————————— e

"INDVEST is a way to INVEST"

Call Mr. Rajan Panda for more information and consultation at
718 905 3381 (H)
718 937 8870 (0)

or write to:
INDVEST 85-50 115th Street, Richmond Hill, NY 11418
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DESERT SCENE oil on canvas by Amrita Mahapatra.

Courtesy: Surya Art Gallery
227 N 9th. Street.
Lincoln NE-68516
(402) 474-2559




