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Welcometo OSA Newsletter Utkarsa page. Learn about activitiesand highlights
of The Orissa Society of Americas (OSA). Utkarsa means excellence or superiority.
The name Utkala for Orissa was used because of the superior artistic skills of Oriyas.

President: Dr Laxmi Narayan
Bhuyan
The mission of The Orissa Society of Americas (OSA )is | Vice President: Dr Nivedita Mohanty
to provide a mutually supportive environment for the Secretary/Treasurer: Hari Arjun
better interaction of Oriya immigrants of North American Patro

countries, and to enhance the awareness of Orissa and Editor: Dr Bigyani Das
Oriya traditions in North America through cultural
promotion, social events, and developmental activities.

Current IssuUe: No: 3 - January 2004 (PDF version - 879 KB)
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Atmapratyaya (A Poem on  Happy New Year

New Year Reflections) (President's Message)

Also in this edition: Editorial (Once upon a time), President's Message (Happy New Year), OSA
Convention 2004 (Convener's Message), Welcome New Members (Treasurer's Report), Orissa
Development Symposium Report, Announcements (New Chapter Presidents), January Special
(Nababarsara Anuchinta and Establishing Oriya ldentity)

New Year Theme: Trust in God, but lock your car (Be a believer, but berealistic)

Member Opinion: Do you have a question? Do you have suggestions? Do you have any comments/concerns
on the functioning of OSA? Please contact OSA National Officers. Thank you.

Join OSA: Beapart of OSA and help this foundation.

OSA Newdletter Distribution: We are planning to distribute the March-April issue of the newsletter by US
mail and all other issues electronically.

Errorsin OSA Directory: We have found many errorsin OSA 2003 directory. At places spouse names are
added to unmarried people. Some people have some other peopl€e's residential addresses. The errors might be
due to various reasons. However, once we find any error, it becomes our duty to correct it. Members are
therefore requested to check their information in OSA 2003 directory and report any discrepancy to OSA
secretary/treasurer and the membership committee.

Areyou in OSA mailing list? It has come to our attention that some members do not get any OSA
announcements. If you are amember and you don't get any announcements, please contact Dr Joy Gopal
Mohanty (jgmohanty @yahoo.com). | f you know some members who do not get OSA announcements through
email, please inform them to contact Dr Joy Gopal Mohanty.

Upcoming Events of Interest:

Saraswati Puja: January 26th. OSANY is observing Saraswati Puja on January 25th. Please check with
OSANY president Pradip Tripathy. Washington DC is observing Saraswati Puja on January 31st. Please
contact OSA-DC president Alpana Das. Check chapter page for chapter related information.

India's Republic Day: January 26th
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Editorial (Once Upon a Time)

By Dr. Bigyani Das

Once upon atime there was alittle
girl in aremote village of Orissa.
Born as the second daughter, her
arrival to the world had caused sighs
to the parents and to the
grandmother. Neighbors had
commented, “Ratanaagain got a
daughter”. That little girl didn't have
shoes to wear to school, neither did
she have more than afew pairs of
cloths to use. When she was seeing the aero planes fly over
her head, she had a dream, a dream to fly in the sky some
day. Time changed. She became a celebrity when she passed
high school in first division, and she was the first girl of the
village to achieve that success. She not only flew in the
airplane, but also, today that tiny girl has become a
successful researcher and leader in a multi-millionaire
company and is leading a group of researchersfor AIDS
vaccine.

These stories are plenty. Most of the first time Oriya
immigrants are from remote villages of Orissa. When they
look back, the memory fades away. There is so much
difference. They have become able to provide their children
the luxury that one day they had only dreamt about. They
have become able to explore the possibilities for themselves
and for their family members that they had one day only
dreamt about. They have made mansions for themselves that
they had once imagined as the abode of King Indrain the
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heaven.

What is common in all of them? All of them had dreams as
everybody has. However, these people made their dreams
into their vision, their goals of life. Then they worked hard to
do their best in whatever positions they were. That isthe
story of their success. The vision of “To do the best”, “To
aim for excellence” and “To do one at atime” has helped
them to reach for the stars that one day had seemed so far to
reach.

Their AIM FOR EXCELLENCE only included their hard
work without being comparative whether somebody is
getting ahead of them fast. Their VISION TO BE THE
BEST did not include plotting to show other people down,
but just perform the best. Their "DO ONE AT A TIME"
included their persistence and patience without being
affected by anybody's humiliation for their weaknesses.

So, friends, as we arrive in the first month of the New Y ear,
let's make our dreams as our vision of life. Once we do that,
we can then set up a*“ performance metrics’ system to
evaluate our performance for reaching the goals of that
vision. It'stime to ask questions to ourselves, “Am | doing
right? Am | performing in my roles effectively? Am |
scoring excellent gradesin my self evaluation sheet?’

We take many roles. Specifically for immigrants, the
responsibilities and the duties are two-fold, to keep up with
the demands of the social structure of the adopted land as
well as to keep up connection with the values and the culture
of the heritage. “ Do we perform perfectly in those roles?
Sometimes there can be many constraints to get a perfect
score. However, first month of the new year is aways a good
time to ask these questions and consider of our “performance
metrics score” for our different roles. The questions can
range according to our involvement level. “Am | agood
mother? What should | be doing to be a good mother? Am |
agood researcher? Am | agood friend? Am | agood child?
Am | agood neighbor? Am | agood Oriya? Am | agood
human being?’



Even if we score fifty percent in each, we should
congratulate ourselves with a big applause and a certificate
printed in our heart that we have reached the distinguished
status. That does not mean we should not aim for hundred
percent score. However, our aim for the higher score should
not unbalance the peace of our mind.

Is not this the time then to evaluate our “ performance metrics
score” as an OSA member? If once upon atime OSA was
formed for social and cultural togetherness, should that then
stay asthevision of OSA forever? If we feel that OSA is not
doing what it is supposed to be doing, shall we just criticize
and be happy with that? Does not it become our duty as
members to be involved and contribute to make OSA able to
do better, to get higher scores? If once upon atime OSA's
constitution was written by keeping the good moral standard
and fellow feelings of its members, can that constitution not
be modified to solve problems created by conflicts between
members? If everything in OSA was happening with verbal
assurance and faith in the past, can OSA business be not
formalized for record keeping and transparency?

Should the vision of afew founding members of OSA
represent the vision of today's OSA with a membership that
Is more than fifteen times of the original membership? This
isthe time to think about ethics, record keeping,
transparency, exactness and professionalism in OSA's
activities even though it is run by volunteers who have full
time jobs in other professions. Thus involvement of more
membersin OSA affairsisamust to carry out different
duties with professionalism.

If once upon atime, the little girl wasliving in a mud-walled
thatched house, can that little girl not be able to build a
mansion for her to live her dreams? If the little girl can do
that, we all can do that. We CAN awaystry to do our best.
We can open our arms to changes, still preserving our
values. OSA can adopt the professionalism of the western
world while still preserving the sweetness of the Odia culture
and traditions.

Let's build our future with the wisdom learnt from our past
and with the vision of a strong and prosperous community. |



wish you all ahappy and productive new year.
Sincerely,

Bigyani Das

NEXT
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Happy New Y ear
President's M essage
By Prof. Laxmi Narayan Bhuyan

January 15, 2004
Dear Friends,

On behalf of the Orissa Society of |
the Americas (OSA), | would like g
to wish you, your family and
friends avery happy and
prosperous New Y ear 2004. May God bless you all with professional
successes, good health, wealth, and peace of mind? | also welcome
you to the first newdletter of the New Y ear, which is posted at the
OSA website: http://www.orissasociety.org/publications/public.html.

Many of usjust returned from our winter vacation in Orissa. Our visit
was marked by a successful organization of the First Annual OSA
Symposium on Orissa Development at Bhubaneswar on December
24, 2003 at Swosti Plaza hotel. About 20 families from USA, Japan,
and Germany attended the symposium together with alarge number
of NGO representatives from Orissa. | would like to thank all those
who attended the symposium in spite of their pressing engagements
with their families and relatives. | would like to thank the symposium
organizers, in particular to Dr. Dhanada Misra who devoted
considerable time and effort as Local Organizing Chair. A copy of the
proceedings that was distributed at the symposium is available at the
OSA website. We would like to supplement this with many other
development projects being carried out by the OSA members. Please
send me a 1-page abstract of your project for posting in the web.
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January 2004

Special

The Chief Minister of Orissainaugurated the OSA symposium, and
promised to open a Non-Resident Oriya (NRO) cell in his office. We
are following up on that. The OSA Symposium created much
awareness, need, and interest for establishing development projectsin
Orissa. All major newspapers, radio and TV had wide coverage on the
symposium. The education committee of OSA isworking on an
understanding with Mrs Ashish Garg, Regional Coordinator for India,
of the World Links to open afew schools under our Adopt a School
program. Mrs Garg who flew from New Delhi for this occasion will
provide free teacher training with the financial sponsorship of multi-
national institutions. Please contact usif you would like to participate
in this program. Also, the OSA volunteers had a series of meetings
regarding setting up an 1T in Orissa, and are engaged in developing a
solid proposal to the Indian government. OSA also co-sponsored the
International Conference on Information Technology (CIT-2003) at
Bhubaneswar, which was attended by about 250 people from around
the world.

Because | am an academician, it istrue that only educational activities
have drawn my attention somewhat disproportionately. There may
also be other understandings reached between OSA symposium
attendees and NGOs. We are trying to gather such information for
future dissemination. The attendance in the symposium was good, but
fell gradually during the day. About 200 people attended the
Inauguration, 70 people attended the lunch, and about 30-35 people
attended the last session. The overall opinion at the end was that the
symposium was successful, and we should organize this symposium
every year. However, some members also felt that the symposium
could have been better organized. If we hold the symposium next
year, we promise to do the best we can.

Regarding other OSA matters, our membership drive has resulted in
attracting a good number of life members/patrons/benefactors during
the past six months. Even though the promotional membership drive
has ended, we will continue to work on recruiting more membersin
2004. The 2004 OSA convention will be held in Dallas with Dr.
Niranjan Tripathy as the Convener. | am pleased to report that Dr.
Kabi Prasad Misra has accepted our invitation to address the
convention as the Guest of Honor. | am working on his travel
arrangements at present. The convention committee has already
finalized the hotel, and is working hard on other arrangements. Please
plan to attend. | would like to focus my attention during the next six
months on constitution and financial matters of OSA. We would like



to post all the General Body resolutions in the OSA website along
with the constitution and bylaws. If needed, we will obtain approval
of these bylawsin the OSA general body meeting again during the
convention. Let me have your thoughts on this.

With this, | again wish you avery happy New Year. If thereis
anything that we can do, please fedl free to contact us. Thank you for
all your support during the past year. Laxmi Narayan Bhuyan OSA
President http://www.orissasociety.org/

Laxmi Narayan Bhuyan, OSA Presi dent
E-mai |l : | bhuyan@otmil.com Tel: (909) 789-9890

Greetings- OSA 2004
Convention Committee

Convener's Message
By Dr Niranjan Tripathy

Namaskar,

Warm greetings to all from the members of the Southwest Chapter -
Orissa Society of the Americas! We take great pleasurein inviting
you to attend the 35th Annual OSA Convention, which will be held in
Dallas, Texason July 2 - 4, 2004.

The convention will take place in Hilton DFW Lakes Executive
Conference Center, only minutes away from the DFW International
Airport. Designated as a Pinnacle Award-winning business resort, this
facility will house all our convention activities, including cultural
programs, dinning, seminars, workshops, executive meetings, and
organized sports, under one roof. We have been able to negotiate a
fabulous room rate of $69 per night.

This year, the convention registration fee will be $110 per family if
you register before the May 15, 2004 and $140 after this date. We
encourage you to register early, to take advantage of the lower fee and
give usthe flexibility of planning ahead.



The organizing committee isinvesting alot of effort and imagination,
in putting together the three-day program, which will consist of amix
of Orissa heritage display, popular and classical performing arts, guest
lectures, seminars, workshops, reunions, fine cuisine, merrymaking,
and everything else that we have all come to expect from OSA
Conventions. This committee also wants to make sure that all of your
expectations are not only met, but also exceeded.

With your participation, we hope to make OSA Convention 2004 a
platform for building unity among Oriyas in North America and carry
forward the torch of Oriya heritage and culture for our future
generations.

With best regards,

Niranjan Tripathy

Convener, OSA 2004 OSA Convention, Dallas

First Annual Symposium on Orissa
Development

Thefirst annual symposium on Orissa Development was held on

December 24th in Hotel Swosti Plaza, Bhubaneswar. Please check the
Symposium Report (PDF version) for details.

Welcome New M embers

Hari Arjun Patro, TX, Treasurer

(After the 2nd newsdletter, Between 10-14-03 and 12-31-03)

List of OSA New Life members

Susanta and | psita Satapathy (L),
Dharmresh Patel (NJ), Saswata

Mohapatra and Geetanjali Mishra (OH), §
Pradipta Kumar and Jyotirmala Kar

(ONT), Kailash and Sanghamitra Sahu
(OK), Jyotiranjan Kar (TX), Birendra '
Mishra and Meerabai Mohapatra (CA), Basanta Kumar and
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Madhusmita Mohapatra (OH), Narayan and Kalyani Sahoo (NY),
Sabyasachi Nayak and Swati Das (TX), Lokanath and Sujata Patro
(TX), Uday and Minati Choudhury (CA), Tapan Padhi and
Sudhamayee Panda (TX), Sandip K. and Lila Dasverma (WA), Anam
C.and Rashmi Sahoo (TX), Surya Narayan and Manju Prava Acharya
(Alberta), Prasant and Sabita Subudhi (LA), and Rgj and Refern Patro
(TX).
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CHAPTER NEWS

Michigan Chapter
Rina Mahapatra, President

MI1_OSA (History of Michigan Chapter):

The information is obtained from our long-standing members, Mr. Natabar
Khuntia& Mr. Parikshita Nayak who helped us put together this information.
Our Prvious office bearers Mrs. Puspa Nayak and Jogesh Panda were
instrumental in creating a plague with names of all previous office bearers.

Facts about our chapter.

Around 1983 there were only 6/7 famalies in Michigan. They used to get
together informally in each other's houses to celebrate certain important
celebrations.

1988- our first president and Secretary were elected.
L adukesh Pattanaik — President
Late Hemant Senapati - Secretary/Treasurer

Both of them were instrumental in bringing oriyas together (new to our area).
Mr. Pattanaik left Michigan after a short time. Then Dr. Hemant Senapati took
over the responsibility of bringing everybody together.

Previous office bearers of our chapter —
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1989-2001

Natabar Khuntia— President, Bailochan Behera (S/T)
Ra Mishra - President, Ranganath Mishra (S/T)
Kalyani Mishra - President

Sirish Mishra - President

Nitin Doshi — President

Anjali Misra— President, Prabir Mishra (S/T)

Puspa Nayak — President, Jogesh Panda ( S/T)

Current Office Bearers:
Rina Mahapatra— President, Arun Tripathy (S/T)

We elect office bearersin every 2 years. Thisisthefirst year we elected
officials in ademocratic manner. We had an election committee. The names of
the candidates were proposed to the committee. As my name was the only one
proposed, | got elected. | was asked to elect the secretary/Treasurer and |
elected Arun Tripathy to be our S/'T. Now we are 40-member family strong.
We are avery active community.

Our Chapter gives our members an opportunity to be a part of our Oriya
Family and collectively spread Oriya culture in our community. We celebrate 5
funtions. These are Kumar Purnima, Ganesh Puja, Saraswati Puja, Basanta
Utsava and Annual Picnic.

MINNESOTA CHAPTER

OSA Chapter -Minnesota

Founded in 1990

Prsident-Sudipta Tripathy

Vice President:- Manoranjan Mishra

Current Membership - 50

Major Functions - Saraswati Puja, Picnic, Ganesh Puja, Durga Puja, Pakhala
Party, Ratha Jatra, Mother's Day

Officer Positions - President, Vice President, ......



Officer Election - Every 2 years (even or odd year), on Saraswati Puja (or any
other function) ===== Sudipta Tripathy

NEW JERSEY CHAPTER

OSA NJ celebrated Kumar Purnima on October 18th 2003 at Plainsboro NJ.
Around 25 families participated in this function. The program was as follows:

The program started with well known Oriya song “ Phula Baula Beni” (was
published in second issue of OSA newsletter). There was a*“ Orissa quiz’
covering lots of interesting topics on Orissa's current affairs and history. Many
participants spoke about the significance of Kumar Purnimafestival, shared
interesting stories about how they had celebrated this festival in Orissa. We
had few exceptional dance and music performances enlightening the audience.
Manisha Kintali performed “Mallari” Bharatnatyam dance. Prerana Pradhan
performed a Sambalpuri folk dance. She also played violin to the delight of the
audience. Supriya Mishra performed an Oriya dance “Rutu Sanghar”. At last
we had delighting Oriyafood prepared by the participants followed by awell
participated Bingo game. Prizes were distributed to the winnersin Orissa Quiz,
Bingo & cultural program presentation.

OSA NJis planning to celebrate Saraswati Puja in January 2004.

OSA NJ OfficeBearer'sare:

Nageswar Prusty - President

Jugal K. Sharma - Vice president
Seshagiri Kintali - Secretary/Tresurer
Sameer Mishra - Cultural

Brajendra Sahu

Basanti Patel - Socia

Sujata Kintali

Madhavi Mishra

Sanjukta Prusty



New York Chapter
Pradip Tripathy, President

OSANY, afounding member of Orissa Society of Americas, was Recognized
as“New Y ork Chapter of OSA” on October 17th, 1970, at the first OSA
convention with Late (Dr.) Krushna Mohan Das as the President. Since then
OSANY has been playing an active rolein tri-state area of New Y ork, with the
objective of bringing Oriyas together by maintaining and promoting the unique
cultural heritage of this eastern state of India

So far OSANY has successfully hosted 8 conventions, including famous
Glasshoro convention, Silver Jubilee celebration and recently held 34th annual
convention at New Jersey in 2003. Time to time this organization has also
sponsored several famous Oriya artists from different fields to perform in
North America

There are about 67 life members and a few annual members. OSANY office
bearers are elected for two years starting on Kumar Purnima. Every year, large
number of people attend Saraswati Puja, Ganesh Puja and Kumar Utsav.
OSANY also celebrates events like holi, picnic and concerts. On these events,
our focusisto explore our childrens inherent talents and recognize prodigies
along with general entertainment, food and cel ebration.

This year's Kumar Utsav was cel ebrated on 25th October 2003 with Odissi
dance performances and several kids' activities. Saraswati Puja celebration is
scheduled for 25th January 2004.

Recently the chapter management responsibility has been taken over by an
enthusistic group of young people. This group is working cohesively with a
strong desire to strengthen this organization and to undertake several
developmental projects here aswell asin Orissa. New executive team is
working hard to generate interest and awareness, especially among younger
generations and with a desire to make OSANY amodel Oriya organization
acceptable to our future generations.

New York Chapter Representatives of OSA:

President: Pradip Tripathy 908-753-2682
t pradi p@ahoo. com
231 Lucy Court, South Plainfield NJ 07080



Secretary: Amar Senapati 973-252-0546
j agakal i a@ahoo. com

Vice President (NJ): Pradeep Mhapatra 908-684-9506
pagel a@ahoo. com

Vice President (NY): Prashant Sahoo 732-331-3684
prashant _vrce@ahoo. com

Vice President (PA): Ms Swapna M shra 610-631-0789
swapnapushpa@ahoo. com

Cultural Secretary: M Julie Acharya Ray 732-828-1255
ankapa67@ahoo. com

Ozark Chapter

Jeetu Nanda, President

The Ozark Chapter was formed in the Y ear 1997 if my memory serves me
right. We are al getting "Sometimers'. However, | do remember the two
separate evenings when Surya Misra Babu had proposed the formation of this
chapter, once in his home during a get together, and perhaps second time
during a party at Nigam Babu's old house. Then whoever were present such as:
Surya Babu, Ramahari Babu, myself, Nigam Babu and some others had put
their names and other information in a paper to prepare an initial list...With
that humble begining...the Ozark Chapter was born and now blossomed into a
lot (well not awhole lot) bigger than what we started out with.

The idea of the OSA-Ozark was conceptualized by Dr. Surya Misra, because
there were no formal chaptersin the St. Louis’MO region since the creation of
OSA.. Infact the name Ozark was also suggetsed by Surya Babu, and it was of
strategic significance because St. LouisyMO and neighbouring regions are part
of the Ozark area. The Oriyacommunity in MO, Kansas area was small for
many many years, however over the yearsit has grown upto 17 or so families.
The OSA-Ozark chaper enlists members from MO, Kansas and Indiana.

Following the proposal, the chapter formed was under the able leadership of
Dr. Nigam Rath who was our two-time President and in fact the very first
office bearer, who customarily and impromptu had organized various events
which included Ganesh puja, picnics, representation in the national OSA. Dr.



Rath with his busy schedule and various other social and political
commitments, decided to had over the reins of governance of OSA Ozarksto
Dr. Radhakant Padhi. Dr. Radhakanta Padhi, was unanimously elected as the
2nd president of OSA Ozark chapter. This was done only after the the
members were satisfied that they would also have afirst lady, Mrs Aseema
Padhi. Dr. Padhi's contribution to posterity was the creation of osa_ozark
yahoogroups. Thisimmediately put all the member in contact with each other,
stringing various backgrounds and locations into one community i.e., OSA
OZARK. Dr. Padhi also introduced duet singing in parties, which was
appreciated by all. Dr. Padhi accepted a position at the esteemed Indian
Institute of Sciences in Bangalore and |eft the area in December 2003.

Before leaving, Dr. Padhi arranged for nomination for his successor, and in a
pseudo election, Jeetu Nanda accepted the position as the new President of the
Chapter. And it is too soon to brag about any accomplishments of the new
president. Electionsin OSA Ozark are held every 2 years. Membersto the
group are recruited by our star recruiter Anita Panda, who devotes hours of her
personal time to graciously help the chapter.

South West Chapter
Niranjan Tripathy, President

South West Chapter will host OSA 2004 convention. Please check the
convener's message.

Washington D.C. Chapter

We would like to share the news and information shown below, with our OSA
members and other friends.

2003 has been a great year for our Washington D.C. chapter. Our chapter's
goal isto provide aforum for families from Orissa, friends, and well-wishers
to meet and participate so as to preserve and extend their culture, tradition, and
heritage.

We successfully celebrated Saraswati Puja, Annual Picnic, Ganesh Puja,



Kumar Purnima, and enthusiastically participated in the grand Odissi festival
held by IPAP and other organizations.

Two children from our chapter — Pallavi (daughter of Pratap & Puspa Das),
and Divya (daughter of Sidhartha & Alpana Das) presented solo performances
at the Odissi festival held in the Washington D.C. arealast year. The following
children from our chapter: Bagmi, Mrinali, Sashwati (daughters of Naresh &
Bigyani Das), Shriya (daughter of Santanu & Jhinu Chhotray), Rajashree
(daughter of Nrusingha & Bandita Mishra), and Pallavi (daughter of Pratap &
Puspa Das) represented our chapter in the opening cultural ceremony at the
2003 OSA National Convention.

In sports, two children from our chapter - Amaresh and Vikash (sons of
Devarg) & Urmila Sahu) went to the Junior Olympics and the Junior National
Table Tennis Competition which was held at Detroit's Ford Field last summer.
The Boys Singles gold medal in Junior Olympics was won by Amaresh Sahu.
In the under 12 doubles, Amaresh (and Peter Li) won the gold medal. Amaresh
also won the team gold medal with three team mates. In the under 10 boy's
team competition, Vikash Sahu won the gold medal with three of histeam
mates. In the under 10 doubles, Vikash (and partner Jonathan Mast) won the
silver medal.

We will celebrate the same cultural events mentioned above, and conduct an
election for new office bearers for 2004-2006. The current office bearers are
Alpana Das (President), Munmun Patnaik (Secretary/Treasurer), and Sangeeta
Dey (Vice-President). We have Sushanta Mohanty, Prafulla Nayak, and Ajaya
Mohanty in our board of advisors. Our dedicated members have been
volunteers for many successful programs and events. We would like to thank
them all for their support.

Alpana Das, President

For more information please contact President Alpana(Rina)
Das (Alpanadasl@msn.com), Vice-President Sangeeta Dey
( sangeetadey @yahoo.com) or Secretary/Treasurer
Munmun Patnaik (bpatnai k0234@cs.com).
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Congratulations:

Congratul ations to Anoop Mishra for tying the
knot on December 19, 2003. The marriage was
held in traditional Oriyastyle in Orissa
Congratulations to the proud parents Drs
Digambar and Jyotsna Mishra of Alabama.

Congratulations to Raj and Refern Patro (TX)
for tying the knot.

Announcements

New chapter presidents:

Congratulations to the new chapter presidents
who were
were elected presidents recently.

New York - Pradip Tripathy

NRI Cdl in Orissa State
Secr etariat

Governor M.M. Rajendran'sLetter to Bijoy K. Misra,
Chicago

Subject: Re: Notes of meeting with the
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Governor of Orissa

Dear Mr MisralMr Sam Pitroda/Shri Arun
Kumar

The suggestion to establish a NRI Cell in the
Orissa State Secretariat was put across to the
Hon'ble Chief Minister Shri Naveen Patnaik by
me on my return. | am glad to inform you that
the Chief Minister has accepted the suggestion
and has issued orders establishing a Facilitation
Cell to help the NRIs particularly Non Resident
Oriyas who are interested in the devel opment of
the State. The Cell will function under the Chief
Secretary. The Special Secretary, General
Administration Department, who functions under
the Chief Secretary, will be the Nodal Officer
and he may be contacted for any
help/information required for this purpose. Trust
your effortsto bring new talents and investments
to the State will be successful. | shall appreciate,
If you will make this information available to the
other interested personsin USA.

Best regards,
M.M. Ragjendran

Dr Prasanna K. Pati's Book:

The book, 'Adventures and Misadventures of Dr. Sonjee: A
Collection of Short Stories by Dr. Prasanna K. Pati, is
available from the Snehalata Press, 1353 Heather Lane, SE,
Salem, OR 97302. Please enclose a check for $18.45 ($14.95



plus$3.50 S& H ). A sum of $5.00 for each book sale will be
donated to the Girls' School: Rama Devi VidyaMandir, at
Niharkunta, near Bhubaneswar.

Obituaries

Sangram Mahapatra,
Virginia

Sangram Mahapatra, son of Dr. Manindra M ohapatra and
Urmila Mahapatra passed away on December 12, 2003.

Sangram was a scientist and he has dedicated his body to be
used for medical research.
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Column 1 - Establishing Oriya | dentity
Column 2 - New Year Reflections (Nababar sara Anuchinta)

January isthe first month of the year. This year we have
created a flower garland with four Odia poems on New Y ear
Reflections (Nababarsara Anuchinta). The flowersin the garland are:

1. Kain (Nutana Bar sar a Shubhakamana - by Shanti Mishra,
Rochester, MN)

2. Malli (2004: Au Eka Nua Barsa - by Tapas Sahoo, Austin, T X)

3. Surjyamukhi (Atmapratyaya - by Bijoy Misra, Boston, MA)

4. Padma (E Keun Baidyutika Maya! - by Bigyani Das, Columbia, M D)

The thread in the garland is the article on "Establishing Oriya Identity"
by Mrs Swapnalata Mishra, Michigan. | hope you enjoy our New Y ear 2004
specia columns.

Thank you.

Sincerely,

Bigyani Das, Columbia, MD

TheThread - ESTABLISHING Oriya Identity

Kumara Purnami in Michigan - Swapnalata Mishra

"Mommy , when is the next kumar purnima?’- asked both of my daughters right
after we watched the M1-OSA Kumar Purnima celebration video on the next day

of the celebration.

"Next year", | replied. "Why can't it be every month, full moon comes every
month", questioned my younger one.

| asked her, "Why do you want kumar purnima every month ?'
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Sheimmediately replied, "So | can dance with my friends. We can have fun
every weekend ."Without giving me a chance to tell her any thing her matured
ten-year old sister replied ,"You just haveto wait ! ."

Not only this year, but also every year Odia moms of young children like mein
Michigan have to go through same experience after kumar purnima celebration.
We parents feel relaxed and want to move forward with our pending weekend
works. Children miss all the fun they were having during practice time. They
want it back !

| remember when | was growing up, for me kumar purnima means "nua
jaamaa', " chaunra mula chanda puja*, fun with friends in the moonlitt night and
the thrill and sensation in the whole town for upcoming Laxmi Puja (famous
festival of Dhenkanal).

Now after living herein a different atmosphere with a different social system for
along time, | could feel the same spirit and thrill in the air here two months
before the kumar purnima, only because of MI-OSA's kumar purnima
celebration as its annual function. | am glad, we are getting an opportunity to
share thethrill and pleasure that we had in our childhood during this time of the
year, with our children giving them some wonderful experience to save in their
memory bank.

My involvement with OSA, M1 chapter's kumar purnima celebration started
only from 1999 and is comparatively new than the few Oriya families who

are living here for more than 30 years. God bless those initiators who decided
to celebrate the tradition as the OSA-MI annual function sometime in |ate 80s.
Since thereisno record it is hard for everybody to remember who proposed or
took thefirst initiative, but the old-timers still remember how much fun

they were having in this yearly gathering .It was always a much awaited event.
The motto was worry free fun, so food was always being catered. So that
ladies do not have to work. In early 90's by the effort of afew people (with an



artistic heart) like late Dr. Kalyani Mishra, Mr. Shirish Mishra, Mrs. Puspa
Nayak and Mr. Amit Chakraborty, the celebration became colorful with the
addition of acultura program to the function. Mostly children were
participating in dance and music. All Odiafamilies (about 20 ) were getting
together to have fun in the following Saturday of kumar purnimauntill 1995.

Michigan Oriyas missed the celebration of Kumar Purnimafor 3 years. In the
mean time many children had left home for colleges. Many new Oriyafamilies
with young children came to live in Michigan. Mrs Anjali Mishra accepted the
responsibility as the president of OSA-Mil in 1999. Shetried to revive the
cultural flow again with her own personal effort by arranging the Kumar
Purnima celebration in 99. She organized the annual function of OSA-MI with
acultural program after four years of silence with the support of few Oriya
families with young children. Many children got a chance to share their talent
with the Oriya community for the first time. Some talented grown ups also came
to light. We all enjoyed it so much that we waited for the next Kumar Purnima.

Againin 2000, Mrs Mishra planned it one month ahead of time and we aong
with our children got a chance for the second time to celebrate Kumar Purnima
with cultural program. Again more participants and more fun ! We started
planning for next year's cultural show. Annual cultural program became the
main attraction of the celebration of Kumar Purnima.

But, Mrs. Anjali Mishra's term got over in 2001. Looking at the

growing number of participants and necessary expenses, continuity of the
tradition with a cultural program became a question for many of us because

of finance and work load. Mrs. Puspa Nayak and Mr. Jogesh Panda accepted the
responsibility as the next president and secrtary in 2001, and they decided to
continue the tradition of Kumar Purnima celebration as the annual function with
acolorful cultural program. Mrs Nayak gave me a chance to serve the
community by picking me as the cultural coordinator for her term. Surprisingly
it became a grand celebration with abig cultural program with delicious feast.
For the first time 24 children and 15 adults participated in cultural program.
Almost 30-40 families enjoyed the celebration .Many volunteered to help on the
spot. The success was definitely ateam effort. Thisis the kumar purnima what
helped OSA-MI to be organized and efficient enough to move forward with a
we-us and our feeling in the entire Odia community of Michigan.

For celebration of this particular event we needed more money, time and energy.
We did not have enough but we decided to move forward with a positive spirit
only because of the unique delightful smile we see on our children's face when
they are together for the practice and performance. Again 2002 celebration
became bigger with a big budget along with ailmost 40 children's participation in



cultural program and their parent's direct involvement with the planning and
organization. There were several committees to take care of responsibilities of
the program. As the cultural coordinator | got a chance to witness the selfless
service, devotion, sincerity and dedication of some of the members, both new
comers aswell as the old timer. 2002 celebration of kumar purnima proved the
OSA-MI much more stronger and confident than before. That helped OSA -

MI to organize Guru Kelu Mohapatra's Odissi dance performancein

Michigan in 2003 March. OSA-MI could even help NGO ISWO of

Dhenkanal (with Mrs. Ranu Mohanty's supervision) to provide drinking water to
agirls school near Dhenkanal, Orissa. Mrs. Nayak lead the chapter to present
various cultural programs as a chapter in 2003 OSA convention at New Jersy.
OSA-MI own the Pramod Pettnaik award for the second time.

OSA-Michigan chapter got a new name as MI-OSA from 2003 . MI-OSA again
celebrated its popular event, Kumar Purnima Celebration on Oct 18th 2003
under the leadership of its new president Mrs. Rina Mohapatra and Secretary Mr
Arun Tripathy with delicious dinner and a fabulous cultural show with more
than 50 children and 25 adult participating in it. Mrs.Mamlu Tripathy was this
year's cultural coordinator. The cultural show of 2 and half hour was full of
dance ,music and skits.This year's new addition to the celebration is the stage
decoration by Smriti Panda. It was awesome ! The theme took all of us back
home villages for amoment with the " Jhotipaka chala ghara' and a bananatree
initsfront with Devi Laxmi in acorner of the stage . Although | am not yet

so clear how much MI-OSA is helping our children to know our traditions and
culture by celebrating kumar purnima and other events, however, | am sureitis
creating an opportunity for al of usto enjoy an weekend by providing the back
home loving atmosphere to our children herein

Michigan with a united spirit.



The sounds of laughter and joy come from the sharing are the best sound of the
world .Children know it better than us ,they want to haveit again and again !
We need to create opportunity ......they will find the connection to our identity !
(1 hope....) So tradition should goon ..... !

Thanks,
Swapnalata Mishra(Rath)
Macomb,Michigan
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