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Continuing the Tradition

Dear Friends,

On behalf of the Orissa
Society of the Americas, |
wish you very Happy
Holidays and a
prosperous New Year. |
am currently  visiting
India for a couple of
weeks. The main purpose of my visit is to attend the
First Prabasi Utkal Divas being organized by the Non-
Resident Oriya (NRO) Cell of the Government of
Orissa on December 18, 2004 at Bhubaneswar. This is
similar to the NRI Divas being held by the
Government of India every year. The invitation was
delayed because we insisted that Orissa Government
must take the initiative this time and invite all the
NROs worldwide,
instead of making it
an OSA gathering
like last year. It has
also been decided to
open a Non-Resident

cannot recognize the
talents in our friends
and children, how

can others recognize | Orve  Facilitation
g Center (NROFC) to
them? facilitate various

development projects
being carried out by the NROs. For more information
on the NROFC and this year’s Prabasi Utkal Divas,
please visit the website www.nrofc.org.

While formation of NRO cell, NROFC and
organization of the Prabasi Utkal divas has been one
of the biggest achievements during my presidency, I
hope this effort is continued year after year. Similarly,
while we have tried to define/clarify the operations of
OSA through many constitutional amendments,
however, they can be meaningful only if we choose to
follow them instead of ignoring them. I feel it is
therefore essential that you nominate the very best
people in our small Oriya community to continue all
the work that has been done during the past one and
half years. A call for nomination for the next OSA
office bearers is contained in this newsletter with Feb
28 as the deadline. Please talk to your friends and send
in your nominations early. Tell the potential nominees
that the Oriya community needs their time and help.
The past OSA office bearers are always there to help
them when needed.

OSA recognizes many members and their
children for their dedication to society, and Oriya arts
and culture. If we ourselves cannot recognize the

talents in our friends/children, how can others
recognize them? A call for nomination for OSA
awards is sent in this newsletter. Please take time to
nominate your friends and their children for next
year’s OSA awards by March 1. We moved the date
earlier so that the awardees can plan to attend the
convention and receive the awards in person.

Finally, next year’s OSA convention will be
held at Radisson Hotel in Newport Beach, California.
The organizers are planning it to be a very different
OSA convention making it a memorable event. It is
not too early to start planning to attend the
convention. "H"'«‘ﬁ

Thank you and God bless you.
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OSA Newsletter Utkarsa

The mission of The Orissa Society of Americas
(OSA ) is to provide a mutually supportive
environment for the better interaction of Oriya
immigrants of North American countries, and to
enhance the awareness of Orissa and Oriya
traditions in North America through cultural
promotion, social events, and developmental
activities.

0SA Ofiicers:

Dr. Laxmi Narayan Bhuyan (President)

Dr. Nivedita Mohanty (Vice President)

Mr. Hari Arjun Patro (Secretary/Treasurer)
Dr. Bigyani Das (Editor)

Utkarsa is published quarterly by The Orissa
Society of Americas.

Our OSA Theme: Working together is success

Are you in OSA mailing list? OSA announcements
are regularly made electronically using the OSA
mailing list created by Dr Joy Gopal Mohanty. If you
are a member and you don't get any announcements
electronically, please contact Dr Joy Gopal Mohanty
(jgmohanty@yahoo.com).
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Bringing Oriyas Together... Since 1969

Happy New Year Wishes to all of our OSA families =

0SA Welcomes You

OSA National Officers - Executive Council (2003-2005

President

Laxmi Narayan Bhuyan

951-789-9890

Vice-President

Nivedita Mohanty

703-536-3837

Secretary/Treasurer

Hari Arjun Patro

214-509-0897

Editor

Bigyani Das

301-498-3729

Past President

Nick Patnaik

212-799-2122

Coordination Committee (2003-2005

OSA Planning and
Constitution

Sitikantha Dash

Amiya Mohanty

MN
KY

952-931-9400
859-623-7146

Membership Drive

Prasanna Panda

Pratap Dash

CA
MD

949-859-4044
301-528-7892

Orissa Development

Devi Misra
Gopal Mohapatra

AL
TX

256-883-5499
281-807-6787

Women's issues

Annapurna Pandey

Lipishree Nayak

CA
MD

831-427-1232
301-306-1995

Youth Activities

Likun Mishra

GA

404-321-7818

Educational Activities

Sukant Mohapatra

Rabi Mahapatra

NJ
X

732-332-0235
979-694-1060

OSA Seminar and
Awards

Niranjan Mishra

Birendra Jena

ONT
OH

705-522-3909
330-494-2618

Art and Culture

Pratap Das
Sri Gopal Mohanty

Purna Patnaik

MD

CA

301-972-8059
905-648-0203
760-436-8277

Welfare and
Emergencies

Namita Das
Nivedita Mohanty

PA
VA

814-237-6362

Web, Graphics and
Communication

Joy Gopal Mohanty

Sanjay Sahoo
Santanu Das

MD
MD
OK

410-796-0608
240-631-0859
918-361-7472
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Dear Friends

Namaskar. On behalf of OSA i My heartfelt thanks are due to all the
National Executives, | have painted this | contributors for providing ornaments to
issue of Utkarsa for you using the - decorate Utkarsa. Although, my imagination
colors of my imagination. However, | i has not taken shape completely in this
this is an experimental step and the ; issue, | still believe Utkarsa’s 2004 winter
success of this experiment depends on issue would be appreciated by the members
your feedback. In 1998, then OSA and the tradition of an OSA winter
Editor Gyana R. Patnaik under the presidentship publication would survive. May this New Year
of Mrs Gopa Patnaik had taken this step before fulfill your wishes and bring new hopes in you! —
me. The tradition only survived for a year. | hope Bigyani Das, Editor
that does not happen again.

Call for nominations for office bearers of the OSA for the period 2005-2007

The election commission of the OSA would like to invite nominations for the following office bearers of the OSA
for the period 2005-2007. This year there will be four elected officials rather than three as in the previous
elections.

1. President

2. Vice-President
3. Secretary

4. Treasurer.

Tenure, Eligibility and Responsibilities of candidates;

The President, Vice President, Secretary and Treasurer shall be elected for a term of two years.

These four executive officials must be life members or patrons or benefactors of OSA in good standing
and must be 21 years of age or over.

The Vice President shall be a running mate of the President. A vote for the President shall mean a vote
for his/her running mate.

The Secretary and Treasurer will be separately elected, but will work as a team with the President for
smooth operation of the OSA.

Please refer to the Constitution of OSA and recent amendments at the website www.orissasociety.org
for more information on the election process, and powers and functions of these office bearers.

Ncmninations must reach any member of the election commission on or before Feb
28", 2005.

Election Commission for the 2005 election of the OSA office bearers;

Raj Kishore Pati, Chairman Rajupati@aol.com R
W67 N985 Cambridge Ave. Brown and Associates Inc.

Cedarburg, WI — 53012 . .
(2%2?58;;?9005 Professional Printers

Brajendra Panda, Member bpanda@uark.edu Tom Sikorsky
2531 N Norwich Lane
Fayetteville, AR 72703
(479) 443-8024

9687 Gerwig Lane, Suite F
Columbia, MD 21046
Pradip Nayak, Member Inayak 73(@sbcglobal.net
554 West Babcock Ave. 410 381 3399

Elmhurst, IL 60126 Fax: 410 381 3070
(630)-832-014
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Every OSA Member an Ambassador of OSA (Editorial)
Bigyani Das

It was the Christmas Eve of 1998. 1 was a new
employee at Goddard Space Flight Center, NASA.
The day before Christmas Eve it had snowed heavily
and although on Christmas Eve the snow had stopped,
the roads were still icy. Irrespective of my husband’s
warnings, I started for work. It was my new job and I
wanted to prove myself the best taking risks,
sacrificing personal comfort and trying to exceed the
expectations.

Oh! No! This cannot happen? My Mazda 626
had slided in the slope of the exit lane to Rt 295 from
Rt 32 in Columbia. The engine was running and

making violent
noise. There were a | AS OSA members,
you all are

few vehicles on the
ambassadors of OSA.

road and  the
passengers of the

vehicles did not notice my helplessness. After sitting
in shocked state for a while, I came outside and was
terrified to discover piles of slippery ice patches all
around my car. I tried to turn the steering wheel, but it
only made things worse. The wheels circled crunching
ice and the sound increased my heart beat. The life
was not so convenient with cell phones then and so
there was no way of communication. I just waited for
some miracle to happen.

The miracle did happen. Just before my heart
froze hundred percent, the warmth came from the
friendly smiling faces of two gentlemen who noticed
my problem and were coming for my rescue. One of
the two strangers sat on the '
driver’s seat and started
turning the wheel while the
other stranger poured sand
around the front wheels and
started giving instructions.

Together they were able to

bring my car up to the road.

Suspicion came to my mind, “If

they take away my car? Then what? ” Soon the
stranger on the driver’s seat came outside and said,
“Now everything is fine. Please drive carefully and
slowly when there are ice patches.” I was dumb found
and I could not even ask their names. However, 1
thanked them. They wished me “Merry Christmas”
and vanished in their car. Although I am Hindu and I
believe in Hindu philosophy, I equally respect the
people who believe in Christianity as true Christians.
My belief became strong as rock solid because of

those two people, who were true ambassadors of
Christ, the Holy Spirit, not just in talk, but in action.

Friends, as OSA members, you all are
ambassadors of OSA. Irrespective of whether you are
a National OSA executive or a local OSA chapter
executive or not, you have a significant role. OSA is
recognized through your voice, through your
judgment and through your action. If OSA should be
considered as a successful organization, it could be
only through you all. If OSA should be considered as
a nurturing, caring and strong social base, it could
only be through you all. OSA is us. We constitute
OSA. You all have the ability to be the ambassadors
of OSA.

Be an OSA Ambassador.
Happy New Year 2005.
Bigyani Das

OSA Awards

Nivedita Mohanty, VP

Various OSA awards are given to members to
recognize their contribution to OSA as well as to the
Oriya name. These awards are: Distinguished Oriya,
Kalashree, Subrina Biswal, Youth Volunteer,
Utkalamani Gopabandhu Das Memorial, and Yuva
Kala Vikash Award. We request that the members
recognize their friends and fellow Oriyas by sending
nominations.

The due date of nomination is February 28, 2005.
This date has been choosen to make sure that the
award recipients get adequate time to plan to attend
the convention and personnaly receive the award. For
the description of the awards, nomination format and
other questions, please refer to the award page at
http://www.orissasociety.org.

Thank you for helping OSA.

Note: Award nomination forms will be available at
our OSA web site by January 8", 2005. We request
the nominators to use the respective forms to
nominate the candidates for different awards.
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Teaching and
Learning From
Disorder

In teaching others, we teach ourselves.
Lalu Mansinha

Something strange was going on in a lecture

in Rm135 of the Physics Building at the University of
Western Ontario in Canada in the first
week of October 1965. A brown
skinned gawky young man, with
ill fitting and mismatched tie and
jacket, was lecturing to a class
of 60 or so mostly white male
students on some aspect of
second year mathematics. What
was strange was the fact that the
students in the class were paying
no attention whatsoever to the lecturer.
The students chatted with each other, joked, laughed,
ate breakfast, read the newspapers or doodled —
everything but pay attention to the lecture and the
lecturer.

That lecturer was me. I had finished my PhD,
but had failed to get a position in India. I finally
landed a temporary one year position as a replacement
for someone going on a sabbatical leave. I was given
a title of ‘Visiting Lecturer’ in the Dept. of
Geophysics. My duties initially included teaching two

courses in Geophysics. Then one

day the head of Applied

Mathematics, John Blackwell, a

crusty Australian, came looking

for ‘This new Mansinha chap’.

1 He told me that there was a
< ' . sudden vacancy and they
’ | desperately needed an instructor
| - to teach math for a second year
The author in a

engineering class. I told him that
my background was in Geology,
and that I did not know much
math. He brushed aside my
objections.

Engineering students had a campus reputation
of rowdy behaviour. From the beginning the students
were noisy in my class. But it simply had gone from

Seismic Exploration
Truck, at IIT
Khargpur in 1958

bad to worse. It was so noisy in the class that even the
students who were interested could not hear anything.
My requests for silence were simply ignored. If I
could not restore order in my class, my academic
career would be very short.

I could only speculate on the reasons for the
disorder in my class. The students could have been
just boisterous, part of growing up on the campus, or,
it could be that they were reacting to the fact that I
was a visible non-white. It was possible that the
problem lay in me, in that I was born a subject of the
British, felt uncomfortable in having the order of
authority (white over brown) reversed. Or, perhaps, |
was just diffident about not knowing enough in
mathematics. Each or all of these factors could have
been true.

There were very few non-whites in Canadian

cities those days, and these kids had not seen a
black or brown person ever, let alone one in
authority. Their perception of non-whites came
from TV and movies, and the brown or black
skinned persons were invariably portrayed as
inferior to whites. The attitude was reflected in
Canadian immigration laws of the day, which
allowed only 100 immigrants from India per year.

India was at that time portrayed in the western
media as a country of starving millions, unable to feed
itself, and dependant on shipments of food aid from
Canada and US to avert famine. The wheat and milk
powder was given free to India, but our country was
so poor that we could not even pay for the shipping.
They had to give the shipping as aid too. Even when
the free ships arrived at Indian ports, we had no grain
handling machinery. So the US and Canadian public
saw video clips, not of a modern functioning
democracy, but of this ant like activity at Indian ports
of hundreds of port workers unloading the grains ever
so slowly, headload by headload.

The students in my class must have wondered
as to why was it that they had to be taught by someone
from an impoverished third world country of no
particular distinction except poverty.

These days a child growing up in India can
see a galaxy of Indian names of international standing
in virtually every field of endeavour: S.Chadrasekhar
in Astrophysics, Lakshmi Mittal in Steel, H. Khorana
in Molecular Biology, Sabeer Bhatia in Hotmail, A.R.
Rahman in pop music, Ravi Shankar in Sitar, Sekhar
Kapur in movies; Rohinton Mistry in literature; and
on and on. In my youth there were so few persons
who were recognized outside for their achievements.
Rabindranath  Tagore, C.V. Raman, Srinivas
Ramanujan, Mahatma Gandhi were part of a very
short list.
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In British India, a nation ruled by Britain, the
choice well paid senior positions were for the British.
From childhood we knew and were made aware of a
ceiling on our ambitions. [ wanted to be a scientist,
with some vague notions of carrying out research, but
with an ambition of becoming a lecturer in, perhaps,
Ravenshaw College, and certainly with no illusions of
achieving anything substantial. Growing up in Orissa,
never in my dreams did I imagine that I would be
good enough to be a scientist and a

was caused by groups of friends who sat in clusters.
If only I could find a way to break up the clusters
permanently, most of the other problems would be
easy to resolve. One day I decided to act. I started
lecturing normally and as before, the students kept
chatting away, scarcely pausing. After about 5
minutes, I stopped talking and banged loudly on the
table with the duster. The noise made them pause and
take notice, with surprised looks at this unexpected

intrusion. I spoke slowly,

faculty member in a North American
University. Days after I first arrived in
Canada as a student, I was most
astonished to be addressed as ‘Sir’ by
waiters, sales people etc. In India I had
never heard a white say ‘Sir’ to an Indian.

Being a novice faculty member
with no tenure, [ was only too
aware that failure to maintain class
discipline could not be beneficial
to my career.

loudly and deliberately. I
told them as to how
furious 1 was with the
behaviour of the class
during my lectures. I told
them that things have to

The whites were the ruling class. The Indians were
the ruled. There was no question of equality.
Therefore I could not imagine that I, a member of the
ruled class, would be teaching a group of white
students, clearly of the ruling class. In my manner
and bearing there may have been a differential attitude
towards the white students.

I had no formal degree in mathematics. I had
not taken any graduate or undergraduate course in
mathematics in US or Canada. Whatever math I knew
was from subsidiary courses in India. So my
ignorance was vast. During that first year, 1965-66, |
studied intensely, spending something like six hours
for each hour of lecture. Most of the time I knew just
enough to deliver the day’s lecture and not much
more. Most of that year, | was barely ahead of the
class in knowledge. ey
Students had a sense about
these things and they
perhaps guessed at the lack
of depth of knowledge to
my lectures.

Being a novice
faculty member with no
tenure, I was only too
aware that failure to
maintain class discipline
could not be beneficial to
my career. [ could not
turn to the Head of Dept. or the Dean for help. A
senior faculty coming in and ordering the class to
listen to me would have further diminished me in the
eyes of the students.

I was on my own. How to gain control of the
class? How do I teach a group of students to listen, to
pay respect and learn?

Slowly a solution evolved in my mind. I had
noticed that most of the unruly behaviour in the class

in a field course in Northern

is on the left.

With geophysics graduate students

Ontario around 1970. The author

change, starting NOW. [ stated my name (I had done
this in the first lecture but doubted that anyone
remembered). Then I requested each student to
introduce him/herself. ‘Please stand up and state your
name, year and program, then sign on the sheet’, I said
loudly, and with all the sense of authority I could
muster.

I had taken a big risk. The students did not
respect me anyway. What if they did not listen to me,
did not obey? But I had no alternative. This was the
only path.

At first nothing happened, as the students
tried to comprehend what I said. Then the first
student, at the beginning of the first row, stood up and
gave his name, year and program. Then the next one,
and the next one. I heaved a sigh of relief. I passed
around a sheet on which each signed in.

There was more to my plan. Next I told them
— ‘I will assign the seat at which each one will sit till
the end of term, starting NOW’. Again, | heaved a
sigh of relief as each one meekly moved to the seat
that I pointed to. With the shock of the new
development, and with the clusters of friends broken
up, a pin-drop silence ensued. Each student sat meek
and modest, looking demurely downwards. The
silence was strange, unusual. Then I resumed
lecturing.

To my pleasant surprise, several students
stayed on after the class and thanked and
congratulated me for taking charge and restoring
order. From that day, I never had a discipline problem
in that class or any other course in subsequent years in
my long teaching career. With the normal class
atmosphere established and my confidence in myself
restored, the quality of my teaching improved. The
students also enjoyed the Ilectures more and
discovered that mathematics was interesting and
useful.
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One day, four years after the above episodes,
students in the same course broke out into cheers and
gave me a standing ovation as | walked into the class.
There were congratulatory messages to me written on
the board. They were so proud of me, and so proud to
be taught by me. The perception of me in the
student’s eyes had changed around completely. From
being a gawky brown skinned guy from a starving
third world country, I became, in their eyes, a noted,
famous scientist. What had happened was that one
particular research by I and my coworker Doug
Smylie was noticed by the media and we were on
radio, TV and newspapers worldwide.

What the students did not realize was the
contribution that they and all the past students in that
course had made to my growth as a scientist. As |
struggled during that first year to really understand the
subject so that I could teach it properly, I was really
laying for myself the foundations of calculus, algebra,
vectors, Fourier series, matrices etc. As I tried to
answer the questions of the students, I was clarifying
the concepts for myself. My proficiency and skills in
mathematics, physics and computation grew. Within
a few years I became more and more confident in my
ability to tackle the theoretical basis for many of the

Gle 69 6866 6991 gl @8l QI
celd 69 @I @QE6R
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671a @1 @8l Glal ?

ve @da 6adiaa amal 8o

Q1 Y90 @ 6Q6REREH QQAI 6aINEN -
6d ¢ 2QII 964, QIQ 68ade |

q aneq 6l 9Q Sadlsa @1
¥° Gled QI Qlal 8Ifa 6aleq

unsolved geophysics problems. The quality of my
research and my presentations at scientific meetings
also improved. With the clarity of concepts in my
mind, the quality of my teaching in other courses also
improved. Perhaps the best compliments of my
abilities came when | was invited by colleagues in the
Dept. of Applied Mathematics to join as a Professor of
Applied Mathematics.

There was an irony in that I was offered a
faculty position in Canada in Mathematics, without a
degree in that subject. Decades before, my father, Dr.
Mayadhar Mansinha, who was already a well known
published Oriya poet by the time he finished his B.A.,
was rejected for a faculty position in Oriya at
Ravenshaw College, because he was judged as not
qualified to teach Oriya, because he did not have post-
graduate degree in Oriya, only in English literature.

Lalu Mansinha is an Adjunct Research Professor in
the Department of Earth Sciences at the University of
Western Ontario, London, Canada. His current
research interests include S-transforms (a method of
local spectral analysis of time series and images,
similar to wavelet transforms); and Newtonian
gravitational physics.
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Dr Digambar Mishra is a faculty member in Political
Science and stays in Birmingham, Alabama.
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Amarendra Khatua works at Indian Embassy, New
York as the minister at the office of ambassador-at-
large for non-resident Indians and people of Indian
origin. He is an eminent Oriya poet with many

publications to his credit.
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Niranjan Mishra stays in Sudbury, Canada. He has
received many awards including OSA’s Kalashree
Award for his life long effort in preserving
Oriya/Indian culture in Canada.
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WV OF

Sri Gopal Mohanty

The train had to carry me away from Balasore
in June 1951, leaving behind my tear laden father
almost alone in the platform. I was heading towards
Delhi for studying Statistics and this became my
involuntary beginning to renounce my connection
with my village, parents, relatives, friends and what
not that I dearly possessed since my day of birth. Yet
my uncontrollable curiosity about the outside world
beyond my limited surrounding and my Orissa was
trying to tear away my nostalgic bondage.

It could have been my mother who would
have grudged my departure. But she was different. |
must study and do well — was her determined desire.
During war time she would stay whole evening with
an indigenous kerosene lamp (dibiri) or in darkness
with my brother and sisters so that I could take the
only lantern for my study.( My father Raghu Nath
Mohanty, was a school teacher with a meager salary at
American Baptist Mission School, Balasore.) During
my high school study, she would not let me go to see
late night village jatras or theatres, but she encouraged
me to attend them inside the village when I was small.
Later in my life, I was mesmerized to follow the
beacon of her desire.

I took pride in seeing my only school bag,
umbrella and lantern, still there even

wartime planes and at the same time taught us about
Gandhiji

and freedom movement. Today I feel lucky to be born
in that unique period of India.

Occasionally, I solved some mathematical
exercises in my dream and I would immediately get
up with excitement. At the high school level I used to
help others in Mathematics and never studied myself.
But I had a fantasy to be an artist, because 1 was
considered to be good in drawing, painting and
sketching in my village and the school. A decision had
to be taken to painfully sacrifice my stubborn artistic
expressions, because those days to learn more in arts
one had to go to Calcutta which we could not afford. I
could not study Science either, because there was no
Science curriculum in Balasore College the year I
joined nor could I have the finance to study at
Cuttack.

My village days were a cautious mixture of
study (hardly any interest in languages or outside text
books, but certainly on puzzles and quizzes),
involvement in folk art like chita on wall, muruja art,
floor designs in lily flowers during Kumara Purnima
time and other community activities during festivals
and ceremonies. Nevertheless, drama was my passion.
Although I was shy (

after many years of leaving school.
Once | lost my umbrella in the school.
My mother sent me many times to
enquire about it and to my good luck I
found it. The bag had to be repaired
several times for my use. They

I learnt the value of small
things. Don’t waste, there
are others who are deprived
of what is thrown away.

and more or less so
today in a large
audience), I and my
village friends managed
to stage dramas within
the outside walls of

remained my life long companion — I

learnt the value of small things. Don’t waste, there are
others who are deprived of what is thrown away (even
we were not allowed to drop a grain of rice from the
plate)— was a constant reminder.

Small values and big ones were coming to me
even unnoticed, from my parents, community and my
dear teachers, often through direct experience and

many a times from stories and anecdotes.
Some of my teachers were brilliant in their teaching,
but most of them were my honest gurus guiding me
how to be a good person. I remember of one teacher
who rushed along with us to the outside to show us the

someone’s house,
thereby not allowing others to see us. But one day, I
was caught by my uncle who himself was an
accomplished dramatist. He was harsh probably not to
allow me to be associated too much with other boys
who were not serious in their studies. Remnants of
such childhood imprints spurt up now and then to
mould me to what I am today.

My decision to study Statistics in Delhi had
both an adventurous as well as an embarrassing
aspect. Embarrassing because I could not answer the
only questions at the interview for receiving Orissa
Government stipend: “What do you mean by
Statistics” and “ Name a famous statistician in India”
— I was simply a village folk. The adventurous aspect
was nothing but my naive dream of moving to the
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capital city. It was naive since by deciding to join the
Indian Council of Agricultural Research, Statistical
Wing, New Delhi, I lost an opportunity to join the
prestigious Indian Statistical
Institute, Calcutta ( I did not I
know much about either).
In Delhi, the cocooning
impact of my village, school,
college and even Orissa,
Ravenshaw College, football
teams, super-brilliancy of so-
called heroes and models which
provided me a comforting
shelter was shattered to no ends.
I became classmates of the first
class first student from Benaras
Hindu University and students
old and young from all over
India. Yet my life took shelter

in a small Oriya community of
Delhi and gradually accepted
the challenge of being part of a
minority group. I became an
active part of Oriya Samaj, Delhi, the socio-cultural
organization for Oriyas. That life was exciting
because it provided the opportunity for the first time
in my life to get into contact with the upper echelon of
Oriya community. I learnt a different culture, even
within a broader Oriya cultural ethos. There the
accidental meeting with Kishori Charan Das, the
young Accounts Officer and his wife Kumari Das (
Kuma Apa, daughter of the then oldest parliament
member, B. Das) took a different turn in my life. I was
treated as a part of their family. Kishori Babu is an
eminent Oriya short story writer who passed away
only a few months back. But the real pleasure was the
privilege of my association with both middle class ( I
considered myself to belong to this class) and labour
class Oriyas.

I was very close to two gardners of Birla
Bhaban, Suryamani Samal and Raghunath Nayak.
Nayak is remembered even today, as the person who
caught Mahatma Gandhi’s assassin, Nathuram Godse.
They were highly respected in the community. We all
sang, played music, performed drama, pala, cooked at
picnic and celebrated festivals together, all in the
name of my heritage ( and of course, in the name of
myself and my existence away from the village). In
my youthful enthusiasm, I used to bike often more
than 20 miles a day and to run around in burning hot
summer days and bitterly cold winter nights for Samaj
related jobs.

Indeed, after my study I went back to Orissa
for a job, but the Government could not provide one.

With Akshaya Mohanty during his first visit to Canada and
Pratap Das of Washington DC

So I returned to Delhi not to find a job either. But a
murmuring whisper was in the air - I was advised to
do research. This was another moment of
embarrassment  for
me: I did not know
what exactly
“research” was,
although I saw a few
around me boasting
themselves adorned
in so-called
“research” cloak. A
new beginning was
made; I charted a
new path in an
unknown territory,
only guided by a few
blinking light here
and there. Unlike all

% ll/

statisticians of those
days, my course was
somewhat away
from classical
Statistics and I was put on a direction called
“Combinatorics”, a branch of Mathematics, not very
well-known then and to apply it to probability. Well,
perhaps 1 was destined to be always in a minority
group, no matter what!

Sure enough, I was in minority when I came
to Canada in 1959, of all places to Edmonton, Alberta
for my Ph.D.
Forget of seeing
an Oriya, there
was only a
handful of Indian
students in the
campus. But my
survival instinct
led me to join
those handful of
students to form
India
Association and
I was taking an
active role in its
cultural
activities.

Our

Srjan members and musicians during
their 1996 tour of North America

popularity grew
so much that we
participated on a
UN Day event. Suddenly I was asked to comment on
Kashmir issue which I avoided, the real reason being I
did not know much about it. Yet, there in Edmonton, a
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subdued romantic youth within me led me to finish the
Oriya novel “Kuanri Kanya” which I started from my
Delhi days.

I moved to Buffalo as a faculty member in
1962. For the first time, I was experiencing the
American culture, its
concept of liberty,
individualism, adventures

Who could help us? Certainly my Indian
friends and even our Oriya community. That became
my next objective. In the process, I became part of the
group who formed India Canada Society here and
worked hard to bring Sanjukta Panigrahi in 1976
which did not materialize. Being a member of
minority community, to work in
harmony with others became natural
on my part.

and compassion. Of course,
it was Kennedy era and in
India that was Nehru era.
We were very lucky indeed.
Again for the first time, I
was experiencing opulence,
lavishness,  extravaganza
and a life for only pleasure
sake, in the back drop of
my mind covered with
scenes of hunger, suffering and my people whom I
left. Occasionally I had difficulty to convey the inner
feelings to my American friends. The duality brought
constant conflict and readjustment — the perennial
challenge of a minority member. In the meantime, a
transformation took place inside the house to a lively
Oriya environment after my marriage. Soon in 1964, |
joined McMaster University, Canada since
then I am here.

A new beginning was made in
1969. From their basement level
existence, Oriyas, although a few in
number, dared to start an organization

called Orissa Society of Americas
(OSA). In 1971, those living in and
around this area, joined together for the
first time in a ‘pakhala’ party at our
place and formed its chapter. Then their spontaneity
and effusive exuberance ran sky high. And we jumped
together, together as a team.

Those days, I was guided by a few thoughts.
While I was in Delhi and even in earlier days here, |
felt that Orissa and Oriyas were hardly existed in
Indians’ mind. It was sometimes a humiliating feeling.
I realized that if Orissa were to be given some
recognition, it could be through her temples and art
forms. Then Odissi came to my mind. Although,
Odissi dance by sixties was well recognized and
Indrani Rahman performed it in Montreal in 1960,
many Indians and even Oriyas were ignorant of this
dance form. My challenge since sixties was to
popularize it in this continent in my modest way.

Pakahala Party at author’s house that formed
Canada Chapter of OSA in summer 1971

The check dam built in 2002 by the
people of Chauldia village,
Balangir (SEEDS Project)

But Oriyas themselves
should recognize and be proud of
their rich heritage - language,
literature, music, dance, food and
everything else. Some skeptics who
would shyly prefer to look the other
way might be persuaded to get a
‘wow’ feeling of what they inherit.

Again the team work has succeeded.
Later in eighties, I felt skeptics
have a reason to be so as long as Orissa and her
people are at the lowest end of the economic scale.
This problem is more daunting than earlier ones. Soon
I saw a team embracing me into their fold and we
became part of Sustainable Economic and Educational
Development Society (SEEDS) to bring a new
concept — sustainability - of development in the
. interior parts of Orissa. Orissa’s
education and research standard
come to my mind too. I try to

contribute whatever I could.

Why Orissa or Oriyas? It is
like working for myself. I come

from a village where working
together is a way of life. Yet, [ am
an Indian, Canadian and an entity
in the whole world and must learn
to live with others in harmony.

N.B. In 2002 OSA Souvenir Journal [
published an article “Prabashi Bhabare Mun” in
Oriya, the content of which is almost the same as
this one except a bit more elaborated. I am
thankful to Bigyani Das for this article. She as the
editor of Utkarsa, is determined to give a new
dimension to the art of communication among
members of our community.

Sri Gopal Mohanty is a Professor of Statistics and
stays in Canada.
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Sulakshana Patnaik is a mathematics professor in
Daytona Beach, Florida. She lives with her
husband Dr. Shukdeb Sen and 7 year old
daughter Susan in Port Orange.
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The Most Beautiful Sight

Swadha Rath

I opened the drapes of my hotel window
Behind the mountains I could see your glow
Little by little the bright orange

I could see peep out of the mountain range

I could not believe my eyes
This was indeed the
most beautiful sight!

The snow-capped mountains
miles away
Your beauty took my
breath away
I stood there hypnotized by the sight
With pounding heart and transfixed eyes

Unable to move from your enchanting hold

I watched you emerge like a pot of gold
A perfect circle of bright yellow

Your wonderful glare enhanced the snow

Right before my very eyes
You rose into the clear blue skies
I could not gaze you in the eye
Your dazzle was about to make me blind

As evening came you changed again
From yellow to orange to bright red

You went back to your hiding place
Leaving us all in sublime darkness

The mountains on the opposite side
Kept you hidden throughout the night?

I sat there wondering where you were
Why I could not see your flare
I was sure you moved during the night
You always appeared on the opposite side

Help me open my heart’s window

I want to see you wherever you go
With open or with closed eyes

In darkness or in bright daylight

Swadha and her husband, Pradeep, were long time
residents of Houston, Texas. They now live in Las Vegas,

Nevada. Swadha is the daughter of famous writers Durga
Madhab Misra and Shoilarani Misra. This poem was
written during one of her assignments in Portland, Oregon
when she witnessed the beautiful and unforgettable sunrise
at 5:00 AM — it truly was a spiritual moment.
swadharath@hotmail.com

To you, my mother

Nirbachita Dash

Thinking of you in thousand words,
not one to describe you in your entirety.
The night and its obscure depths,
resides within your somber eyes.
Yet there are tales to tell,
Of the vagaries of life, an unbidden guest.
Echoes of a distant dream,
resounding in every shard of broken emotions.
But faith was ever so strong,
a life force indomitable in you.
And when hope burst in flames,
the fiery flames never scorched you.
You gathered the ashes in your hands,
and let life roll by.
Braiding love in every twist & turn,
of the frayed fabric of our lives.
Far from you,l carry your presence
soaked in each bit of my existence.
Longing to grasp the hand,
that lead me always.

Nirbachita Dash lives in Shakopee, Minnesota with her
husband Sudipta Tripathy, and loves to read and write

poetry.
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From Scientist to Entrepreneur

Can  researchers become successful
entrepreneurs? I always had second thoughts about
scientists becoming entrepreneurs. One -
profession needs silence, deep thinking,
and devoted time while the other
profession needs people management
skills, alertness and demand on personal
time. However, in the recent age some
scientists have shown interest in
entrepreneurship and some have really become very
successful. Before I interacted with Dr Sitakantha
Dash, I knew him just as a rich Oriya businessman
who supports OSA and Oriya causes and I did not
have any special interest to know what type of
business he does. Business world was always far away
from my world of mathematical modeling. My interest
increased while 1 was preparing a proposal and
suddenly with my internet search on peptic ulcers, his
article caught my attention. I developed curiosity and
asked him to share the story behind his decision to
become a businessman from being a scientist.

He was not sure what to write and he sent
me some references on the history of his decision to
start UAS laboratories. Although our readers may
refer to UAS laboratories web page at
www.uaslabs.com and read the articles to know more
about UAS laboratories and its products Acidophilus
and Bifidus, I have chosen to present some interesting
scientific facts while relating to Dr Dash's transitional
step of becoming an entrepreneur.

While working as the director of the Food
and Drug Administration for South Dakota, from 1973
to 1979, Dr. Dash discovered that a probiotic product
was approved as a drug in the 1950’s by the U.S.
Government. He also found that probiotics lost ground
to antibiotics, the miracle drug of the time.

There are many benefits
of probiotic products. Probiotic -

Digests foods and alleviates
digestive  disorders;  enhances
synthesis of B vitamins and
improves absorption of calcium;
protects against E. coli infection;
improves lactose tolerance and
digestibility of milk products; reduces vaginal
infection and yeast infection; improves immune
function; promotes anticarcinogenic activity; helps

prevent peptic ulcer caused by H. pylori; prevents
acne; and reduces cholesterol.

After leaving government work, Dr. Dash
began to work closely with researchers at the
University of Nebraska. There, scientists had isolated
a strain of Lactobacillus acidophilus now called
DDSA®-1. DDSA®-1 L. acidophilus was being
extensively researched with published papers showing
its health benefits. It had been found that this specially
isolated and cultured strain possessed properties
significant to digestion and nutritional health. For
example, it produced enzymes (such as proteases and
lipases) to aid the body's digestion of proteins and
fats, respectively. Other documented benefits, perhaps
of even greater significance, were the strain's
antibacterial actions, which were essentially
equivalent to those of antibiotics.

And thus Dr. S.K. Dash's brain child UAS
Laboratories was born in 1979. UAS Laboratories is a
leading probiotic company. For more, please visit
www.uaslabs.com.
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This special article is presented with the intention that
this may accelerate the thoughts of scientists and
engineers who wish to become entrepreneurs. —
Bigyani Das.
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Dr Bigyani Das lives in Columbia, MD with her husband

Naresh Das and three daughters Bagmi, Mrunali and
Shashwati. She is a Mathematician by profession and
a writer by passion.

Winter
Alok Mohanty

Winter began and autumn has set.
We know snow will fall,
Kids will make snowballs,

1 I think that is a bet,
Definitely, we will get wet.
Kids make snowmen that are tall,
And make snow angels that are small,
Now we know what we can get.
Kids and adults are bundled inside,
So that the coldness will disappear,
Knowing that we will not freeze for long.
Winter is just a ride,

For this past year,
Waiting for this poem to be wrong.

Alok Mohanty is a nineth grader in Long Reach High School, Columbia, MD. He is the son of Dr Joy

Gopal and Sulochana Mohanty.
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Going down the
memory lane, I
respectfully owe
my humble
achievement  to
the forefathers of
my mother
language  Oriya,
an ancient
language with rich
literary heritage,
Adikavi Sarala
Das, Ativadi Jagannath Das, the Great Sudra Saint
Poet Bhima Bhoi, Fakirmohan Senapati, the father of
modern prose, the Great Novelist of our time
Gopinath Mohanty, Kanhu Charan Mohanty, Surendra
Mohanty and others who left behind for us a luminous
path to go ahead. With love and

TALE OF TWO SHADOWS

Pratibha Ray

great impact on me. Hence, the discrimination I
observed around me forced me to encounter with my
creative self at that tender age — why there should be
so much discrimination? Who would answer my
questioning mind? Love was the answer. Love
sacrifices, Love makes you bold and fearless, Love
liberates you from smaller, meaner “I”” and raises you
to the greater, broader “We”. Here, the personal agony
and anguish is transformed into universal concern.
The beauty of nature and the ugliness of the dogma-
ridden society, both instigated my creative self to say
something, which ultimately resulted in poetry. My
maiden poetry was published in the children corner of
a reputed journal. I was 11 years then. My journey
from poetry to fiction has grown into a bond since
then.

The saintly heritage of Oriya literature and
Jagannath cult, where all faiths,

respect, I also remember my late
parents Parasuram Das and
Manorama Devi, my school

For me, writing is freedom from self
to selflessness and hence a never
ending, never satisfying quest

all religions have assimilated,
taught me to believe in social
equanimity in a multi stream

teachers Late Abhilash Nayak and
Late Narrotam Mohanty and others who had
constantly encouraged me to be identified as what |
am today.

Looking back, I nostalgically reminisce my
small village on the banks of river Alka, the mystic
smell of Punnag flower in gentle summer breeze, the
timid blue Lily, completely drenched in rain in the
small village pond, the liquid diamond dropping down
on the dew bathed petals of winter flowers in our
small garden in the rising sun and the glowing
vermilion mark on the golden forehead of my
Goddess like mother in the evening Arati flame. They
all were instrumental for making me love everything
around me. I feel, it all started with love. I fell in love
with the virgin nature in the very childhood. But love
here was not to be blind. It must have a third eye,
wide open to observe the half clad, half fed poor
Muslim boys and girls and children of Scheduled
Castes who were leading a life which no human child
should have lived. They were my childhood bosom
friends. My father being a freedom fighter, poet and
Gandhian in attitude, had practiced no discrimination
irrespective of caste, creed, religion or sex. It had

Indian background. I attribute
the boldness and revolt in my literature to my family
religion “Baishnavism” which preaches no caste, no
class and to the teaching of my Gandhian headmaster
father.

After all, why and how does one write ?
Writers often are asked to answer these questions. |
don’t think I know the answers. For me, writing is an
urge, strong and irresistible as urge for life. Can the
bud be stopped from opening the petals? Can the
stream be stopped from flowing down, can the cloud
be denied of raining? Ultimately, the answer may be,
can living beings stop breathing? I write because I
strongly feel that something is to be said which
remains unsaid by some for which the mankind
suffers. The pain, the anguish, the helplessness of
human being disturbs my creative subconscious and I
cannot but write. Problems of human survival are
same as past. Technology and Scientific progress have
no way reduced the struggle for survival of mankind.
For me, writing is freedom from self to selflessness
and hence a never ending, never satisfying quest . The
search is from a seen world to an unseen horizon
which binds man, nature and universe.
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And, how do I write? I am not sure if I still
understand the process. As a novelist and a short story
writer, | have made use of my experience even many
years after the occurrence of the event. The events
once occurred occur again and again in my creative
sub-consciousness, until it takes the shape of a story
or a novel. The events which disturb the writer, pains,
questions, and challenges and when not mature
enough to be re-created, take even many years to be
transformed into what is called a fiction. Here art can
be more truthful than truth but preserving essential
sense of the humanity and human values inspite of the
ugliness and crudity of the events. Here personal
injury and anguish transforms into universal concern.
Unless the writer’s inner self internalizes every bit of
the event, suffers and celebrates with the event being
an indivisible part of it, writing fails to generate the
essential grandeur of universality. Hence writing is
emancipation from all selfish bondage, all fear, all
dogma leading to humanity.

It may be better expressed through the tale of
two shadow :

Forenoon; with the rising sun the event
occurs and creates a deep impression in the sensitive
screen of the writer’s creative self. Instantly, the
shadow appears, clings and follows you. When you
look back you see the large shadow in-separable, but
separate, hauntingly following you. “Why do you
follow me, have you any thing to speak ? What do you
want from me ?” It is determined to remain
obstinately mute. You are disturbed, restless and
anguished. But you are also determined to walk and
walk imprisoned by the hunting shadow. Both you and
the shadow are equally helpless at a point but
internally you are fearless and a fighter. Afternoon
approaches, slowly the shadow comes close and
suddenly the brilliant sun comes up your head. In a
moment, the shadow merges in you. The shadow and
you become one and the same. Now, the shadow
walks ahead of you and you follow it till it vanishes
with the setting sun, no, till the burning bright sun
transforms into soothing, shining, touching and loving

moon — your Creation. A moment of relaxation and
delight till the new sun rises with new pain and new
challenges and you are again imprisoned between two
hunting shadows which tests your patience and
truthfulness as a writer. The journey continues.

Thus, for me writing is a pilgrimage from one
sun rise to another sun rise, embraced by his own
formidable shadows. It is a craving to voice the
voiceless, a selfless craving like a woman to mother a
child. It is the universal craving of all writers. Hence
not salvation, but re-birth is the dream and destiny of
a writer. In my humble effort to visualize things,
events and problems, I have never been unaware of
my limitations. I know the inadequacy of words, to
speak for those who remain mute for some reason or
other. Even then, I cannot but write.

Significant indeed, the role of writers at the
crucial point of humanity today. I conclude with what
the 19" century Sudra Saint Poet of Orissa Bhima
Bhoi declared

“Let my life languish in the hell, but
let the world be redeemed.”

Hence all writers sing the same song of
humanity irrespective of caste, creed, religion, gender
and geography all over the world. This is the spirit of
my culture, this also is the spirit of Indian culture from
which we, writers draw necessary nourishment.

Dr.Pratibha Ray

“AKHYAIKA”

27, Gajapati Nagar,
Bhubaneswar-751 005.
Ph.No.(0674)-300180/300986
E-mail: pratibha_ray@yahoo.com

Dr Pratibha Ray is known throughout the world by
her creative writing. She has won many awards
including Sahitya Akademi Award, Saptarshi Award
and Moortidevi Award by Bharatiya Jnanpith in 1991.

Utkarsa will be published quarterly. Current issue: No. 6 - December, 2004 Publication.
Questions, comments, corrections, suggestions: bigyanidas@orissasociety.org

Note: Next issue of Utkarsa will be published in March 2004. Articles for
this publication should reach the editorial staff before March 10, 2004.
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Itisa long time now

father left you here

along Chitrotpala’s flowing stream
the vast open fields and sunshine,
just as I left him here

alone, the other day.

Now and then I have come here
and found everything as before
except a few young trees
grown-up and bending

with flowers and fruits.

Sitakant Mahapatra

But I am sure after a while
you must have got used

to everything and like me,
truant from school
plucking wild berries,

pou too roamed

the wilds of the river island

Today, after many years
I am here,
everything as before-

and see your bearded face
lurking behind them,
dear grandfather.

Dr Sitakant Mahaptra is an eminent
writer of Orissa. He is the recipient
of many awards including the
Jnanpith  Award, 1993, Sarala
Award, 1985, Orissa Sahitya

Akademi Award, 1971 and 1984;

the river, the fields, the sunshine-
except a few trees
now grown old.

and Sahitya Akademi Award, 1974
and Award of the Highest Honour'
by Soka University of Tokyo, 2001.

Perhaps in the beginning

you did not like it here, alone.
perhaps that is why

you frequented our dreams
particularly, grandma’s.

Suddenly I hear
your boisterous, heart-felt laughter

The Bancing Spirit

Meera Das

For centuries, from the

banks of the river Mahanadi that

joins the Bay of Bengal and the

sallow waters of Gopalpur on the sea,

the Oriya Merchants (Sadhaba pua) used to start for

their adventurous journey through the sea in boats

guided by winds in search of fortune. They were the

daring businessmen carrying rice, lentils, betel leaf

and other consumables to Java, Sumatra, Borneo (now

Thailand and Indonesia) and come back with spices,

money and gold. The saddened wife with tears in

eyes, anxiety in heart, but making a brave face used

bid adieu to her husband during the month of Kartik
when the North wind starts.

To immortalize the age old tradition the ritual
is symbolically performed on Kartik Purnima day at
the same place where situated today is the sprawling
Paradeep Port. It was my fortune that in 1992 under
the then Chief Minister Late Biju Patnaik the Indian
Navy did an actual journey by wind boat and I was

privileged to present Orissi Dance in Indonesia
reliving the age old memory. This year when my

dance school was invited to participate in Paradeep
Beach Festival as well as Gopalpur Beach Festival it
was a challenge and excitement.
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Both Paradeep Beach and Gopalpur Beach
were wearing a festive look. Lines and lines of typical
shops selling various merchandise items starting from
clothes to household goods. It gave us a feeling as if
the market place was ready to sell the merchandise to
the sea fearing Oriya businessman may start his
journey. When one thinks of the sad flight of the
Oriya Bohu (daughter in law) whose husband has
gone and her expectant eyes awaiting return of her
husband, tears come to our eyes. At the same time
respect develops for those strong women who gave
that strong support and encouragement for the men to
travel while they took care of the family. The
merchants normally return by change of wind in the
month of Phalgun around the festival of holi.

While planning our performance of Odissi, we
decided to present our traditional dance of
Mangalacharan, Pallavi, Abhinaya and Mokhsya. We
choreographed a new item Basant Raas. The stage was
set on the beach with open sky and the sea in one side.
The sound of sea waves, the moonlight and the
befitting music made it nostalgic for the audience.

It had wonderful acceptance by the audience
as well as critics. It was a satisfaction for us to take
the audience back to ages and make them remember
Oriya history, culture, tradition and festivities.

Meera Das is a sought after Odissi dancer and
teacher. She teaches Odissi at her dance school
Gunjan Dance Academy in Dolamundai, Cuttack. She
has received numerous awards for her unique talent.
She is the recipient of Mahari Award 2002. This year
Meera Das along with her students participated in
Puri Beach Festival, Dhauli Festival, Gopalpur Beach
Festival, Nalco Annual Day where over 110 Members
of Parliament were guests, Cuttack Balijatra where it
was held in tribute to late Akshay Mohanty and Late
Guru Kelu Mohapatra (the two dance
schools participated were Gunjan Dance Academy
and Srjan Dance School as both of the schools follow
Kelu Charan Mahapatra’s dance style). They also
participated in Paradeep Boita Bandana on Kartik
Purnima.

Recently she was awarded “Dr Sanjukta Panigrahi
Sanman 2004 by the Governor of Orissa and
“Shreekshetra Mahodadhi Maryada Sanman” during
Puri Beach Festival. She was also nominated by
Goverment of Madhya Pradesh as a Jury Member for
the Kalidas Sanman Award.

In Memoriam

Professor Bijan K. Rao

January 25, 1943 — May 7, 2004
By Munmaya Mishra — Richmond, VA

Recently the Physics Department of Virginia
Commonwealth University, Richmond
organized a memorial symposium for
Professor Bijan K. Rao. Dr. Rao had
served as a professor of physics at the
Virginia Commonwealth University
for about 20 years. The memorial
symposium was attended by his
friends and colleagues from around
the world. This one day event
reflected his contributions to the
physics and his love to the
community, his friends, and family.
Prof. Rao, along with his VCU
colleagues, pioneered the field of
“atomic clusters.” He was the author of numerous

books, journal articles and lectured extensively
throughout his career.
Prof. Rao was born in Sambalpur.
He received his B. S. and M. S. from Utkal
University and his Ph. D. in Physics from
the University of California, Riverside in
1971. After his post-doctoral training at
Louisiana State University he joined the
Institute of Physics at Bhubaneswar where
he remained until he joined Virginia
Commonwealth University, Department of
Physics in 1984. Prof. Rao is survived by
his wife, Laxmi, two daughters, Ratna
and Sulagna, son-in-law, Bassem, and
two grandsons, Siraj and Ameer.
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OSA CHAPTERS

OSA as an organization has now spread into fourteen regional Chapters, which operate as a social umbrella for
different regions in USA and Canada. The chapters arrange religious festivals, social get together, cultural
events and participate in the cultural life of the local community as representatives of Oriya culture.

A particular chapter is delegated to host the convention of the year. The chapter chooses volunteers, leaders
from its community to coordinate various tasks related to the convention. The chapters are administered by
locally elected officials. The national Governing Body and the Presidents of the chapters form the OSA

Executive Council, which acts as a policy-making body.

Chapter Name Chapter Head

Phone

Canada Gagan Panigrahi

416-223-2756

Chicago Ipsita Satapathy

630-416-6259

Florida

Ramnarayan Mohapatra (tentative)

407-657-6423

Maryland - Virginia Lipishree Nayak

301-306-1995

Michigan

Chandana (Rina) Mahapatra

734-429-1771

Minnesota Sudipta Tripathy

952-445-7989

New England Pradeep Dhal

978-392-9680

New Jersey Nageswar Prusty

609-275-0749

New York Pradip Tripathy

917-399-5426

Ohio Birendra Jena

330-494-2618

Ozark (central) Jeetu Nanda

636-273-4144

South East Sivabrata Das

919-954-9740

Southern Anoop Mishra

205-941-1925

South-West Niranjan Tripathy

940-382-7305

Washington, DC

Parameeta Kanungo

703-591-5099

To become a chapter member, please contact
misconception that the chapter members automatically are considered members of OSA National. This
is not true. Although the chapters are completely independent in carrying out local activities and
involving local community members, there are official conditions between the chapters and OSA
National that are established by the constitution. The chapter officials are thus requested to be awre of
the following article on chapters and read the constitution of OSA which is available from OSA web
page at http://www.orissasociety.org and help OSA in performing its activities following the rules.

ARTICLE VIII: LOCAL CHAPTERS

Section 1: A minimum of 10 families with at least 20
members from a particular area is required to petition
for establishing a chapter.

Section 2: A petition to form a chapter must be made
to the Secretary of OSA for approval by the Executive
Committee at least two months prior to the targeted
date of its establishment.

Section 3: The President of a chapter or an elected
representative shall become a member of the OSA
Executive Committee for a term of two years. A
notification to that effect shall be submitted to the
Secretary of OSA on or before the June 30th of the
OSA election year.

Section 4. The President of a chapter shall provide a
membership list of the chapter to the Secretary of

the respective chapter presidents. There is a

OSA at the beginning of each fiscal year and he/she
will collect the OSA membership dues from the
members of his/her chapter.

Section 5. Any donation and membership dues
collected by a chapter in the name of OSA shall be
deposited with the Secretary-Treasurer of the OSA. A
chapter shall, however, be free to raise it's own
membership fees and other donations for local
activities.

Section 6: Local chapters raising funds in the name
of OSA and using the OSA Federal Identification
Number shall follow the OSA rules and be
accountable for the IRS audit. A copy of the annual
financial report shall be submitted to the Secretary-
Treasurer of OSA at the end of each fiscal year.
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Chapter History

We have collected the history of several chapters in our previous publications. In the present
publication we publish history of Canada chapter and Washington DC chapter.

CanOSA: The Canada Chapter of the Orissa Society of the Americas

Glimpses of the history of the Association featuring
its 33-years of eventful life in Canada
Dr. Gagan Panigrahi

Early days

Summer 1971: Oriyas living in Toronto,
Hamilton and vicinity gathered at a “PakhAla” party
in the residence of Dr. Sri Gopala Mohanty; put
together their thoughts to form the OSA Chapter in
Canada. In the fall of the same year, the small group
of Oriyas celebrated the first Kumara Purnima
featuring folk dances and Odissi dance. Eminent
Odissi Dancer Chitralekha Patnaik made her
premiere performance in North America. Winter,
1972: Canadian Oriyas celebrated Saraswati Puja.
Summer 1972: A memorable get-together in a
Canadian three-day Cottage picnic was so exciting
that it became an annual event in due course. It
attracted participants from far way states in the US.
The format of OSA convention is very much like that
of the picnic. The picnic was in many ways a
precursor to the three-day OSA convention that was
initiated by the Washington chapter in 1983. Except
for a period of break, the tradition continues and the
event is very exciting and well attended. Summer
1973: Baishakhi celebration featured the one-act
play: Pahadara Atma Katha: by Suren Mohanty
(AIR), presumably this is the first time an Oriya one-
act play was staged in North America. Summer 1975:
A half-day OSA convention was hosted, a full-length
Odissi repertoire by eminent Indian Classical Dancer
Menaka Thaker was presented for the first time in the
history of the OSA. Jnana Ranjan Dash was the
convener.

As we grew older....

Summer 1986: With Ashok Das as convener,
the Canada Chapter hosted the OSA convention. The
unique feature of the convention was a three-hour
stage presentation on (Late) Dr. Mayadhar
Mansinha’s “the Saga of the land of Jagannatha”
through music, dance, skit and recitation. Jayashree
Mohapatra presented a folk dance, late Promod
Patnaik took an impressive role as MC. Cultural
program by youth and adults many featuring Oriya
folk dance and Odissi dance dominated the cultural

component. It commemorated the 50" anniversary of
the formation of the state of Orissa.  Sixty
participants were in attendance from all over North
America. Inaugural ceremony was introduced as an
important component of the OSA convention; the
tradition continues. The present-day format of the
Souvenir journal started by Lalu Mansinha as the
editor. Summer 1994: The Canada chapter presented
“Chha Mana Atha guntha”, based on the classic novel
of Vyasa Kabi Fakir Mohan Senapati, dramatized and
directed by Sri Gopala Mohanty. The troupe made a
presentation in Hamilton and captivated the audience
in the 25" Anniversary (Silver Jubilee) OSA
Convention in New Jersey hosted by OSANY
Chapter. Summer 1999: CanOSA hosted the 29"
OSA convention in Toronto with Lalu Mansinha as
the convener, Loreena Patnaik as President, and
Sushmita Behera as vice-president. A stage
presentation of “Ama Odiya Bhasara Kinchita
Abhasa” based or “A Glimpse into Oriya Literature”
by Chitta Ranjan Das was a literary accomplishment.
Devaraj Patnaik gave a splendid performance of
Odissi dance.

The tradition continues

We continued our events like three-day
picnic, one-day picnic, Bishuba Milan and Kumara
Purnima. We are delighted to see our old friends like
Manoranjan Patnaik, Minati Patnaik, Suniti Behera
and Saroj Behera visiting us and joining the Cottage
picnic, Kula Mishra making a surprise appearance in
our Bishuba Milan. Current year events have reached
high standards, and the team, composed of the
members, is very enthusiastic to keep up Oriya
tradition culture and heritage. Summer 2004:CanOSA
organised Bishuba Milan that featured many things
from Oriya poetry reading to a hilarious skit “Shesha
Bichara”. Later on, the fun-filled one day picnic was
held at G. Ross Lord Park, in Toronto. In the months
of July and August, many took part in the four-day
cottage picnic, held at Rice Lake, Ontario. Fall 2004
Superb presentation of Geeti Natya “Karna Arjuna
and childrens Oriya drama Bhakta Prahalad became
master piece production. Both were directed by
Prafulla Pujapanda.
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The CanOSA chapter is proud that the
following members were the recipients of prestigious
OSA awards during the past many years:

Distinguished Utkaliya awards: Lalu Mansinha
(1997), Sri Gopal Mohanty (1998) ,
Jagannath Prasad Das (2004)

Kalashree Awards: Chitralekha Patnaik (1992), Sri
Gopal Mohanty (1995), Ellora Patnaik
(1999), Niranjan Mishra (2001)

Yuva Kala Vikasha Award: Priyanka Patnaik (2004)

Mr. Asok Das and Mr. Pratap Patnaik took
responsibility of OSA as president and vice-
president, respectively, during the years of 1987 and
1988. Lalu Mansinha, Gagan Panigrahi, Sabita
Panigrahi and Ashok Acharya were responsible for
an outstanding publication of the OSA Souvenir
Journal at several points in time. Hara Padhi has been
diligently compiling and composing OSA directory
over the past few years: it has been of great help to
all of us. We appreciate his perseverance and
commitment. Two distinguished members of
CanOSA, Sri Gopala Mohanty and Niranjan Mishra
are currently on the OSA Coordinating Committee
serving as stalwarts of Cultural Affairs and Awards,
and Seminars, respectively, relating to OSA
Conventions.

And as we move on, Our Legacy is Our
Future....

At present, Gagan Panigrahi, President, Amit
Nayak, Vice President and Mahnaz Sen as Secretary-
Treasurer, have taken responsibility on their
shoulders to build CanOSA for promoting Oriya
culture and heritage in Canada.

OSA Washington DC: The Washington DC
Chapter of the Orissa Society of the Americas
By Pratap Das, Poolesville, MD - Member

Washington Chapter is one of the premier
chapters of the Orissa Society of Americas (OSA).
This is a chapter that has offered leadership to OSA.
More than 100 families live in the metropolitan
Washington area and participate in various activities
of the chapter. The chapter holds its election every
two years for President, Vice-President, Secretary,
and Treasurer. There are four major programs -
Saraswati Puja, Ganesh Puja, Picnic/Raja, and Kumar
Purnima. Some of the past presidents are Surendra
Nath Roy, Anu Biswal, Arun Das, Sudip Patnaik,
Gita Mohanty, Srikanta Nayak, Sukumar Nayak,

Alpana Das etc. Parmeeta Kanungo has been the
current President for 2004-06.

Members of this chapter work for both
private and public sector such as federal government
agencies. This chapter is privileged to have its
members in past including Honorable Lalit
Mansingh, former Ambassador of India, and other
career diplomats.

Dr. Rabindra Nath Patnaik and Pratap Das
were elected as the President and the Secretary of the
OSA in 1983-85. Dr. Babru Samal was Vice
President of OSA in the past and Dr. Nivedita
Mohanty, is the current Vice President of OSA.

Washington Chapter is a pioneer chapter that
brings new ideas of organizing successful OSA
conventions such as hosting the OSA convention at
Bowie State College, Maryland for two days in the
college dorms. It started a mehfil (informal session),
youth activities, introduced the new logo for OSA,
mass cooking etc etc. In 1990, tragedy hit with the
loss of Subrina Biswal, a young talented member and
the OSA convention was held at the Quince Orchard
High School for two days dedicating the convention
to the memory of Subrina Biswal by awarding a
scholastic award and a performing art award
sponsored by Indo-American Friendship Foundation.
In 1996, the chapter hosted the convention for three
days extravaganza under the convenor Anu Biswal
adding so many cultural features such mela, Pramod
Patnaik Inter Chapter competition, poetry and literary
sessions, youth activities, Oriya film show, art
appreciation by Prafulla Mohanty of UK, formal sit-
down banquet, a special inaugural program titled
"Baar Maase Tera Jatra", fashion show, spiritual
address by Guru Sachidananda, woman forum,
multiple seminars about development in Orissa etc.

Four of its members have been awarded
OSA’s Kalashree Award - Pratap Das, Anu Biswal,
Surendra Ray, and Arun Das. This chapter won the
Pramod Patnaik Inter-Chapter award in 2002. Dr.
Bhakta Rath was awarded Special Recognized Oriya
Award in 1996. Ashutosh Sahu was awarded the
Subrina Biswal Scholarship for best academic
achievement in 2000. Pallavi Das got second prize
for performing in 2003 OSA convention at New
Jersey. This chapter always participates in the
cultural programs during OSA conventions and other
local events. The chapter also organizes programs for
the visiting artists. In the past, artists such as Late
Akhaya Mohanty, Prafulla Kar, Pranab Patnaik,
Sikander Alam etc were presented by the chapter.

One of the outstanding features of this
chapter is that some of its members are involved in
various cultural and social activities promoting
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Orissan art and culture by organizing seminars,
workshops, cultural programs. To name a few -

1. Pratap Das, Arun Das, Anu Biswal, and
Ajay Agrawalla formed India Performing Arts
Promotions Inc. (IPAP) organized two International
Odissi Festivals in 1990 and 1993.

2. Braja Mishra, Indu Mishra, Binod Nayak,
Prafulla Mishra, Dharitri Mishra, Sushant Mohanty,
Anu Biswal, Sudip Patnaik, Suresh Kodolikar etc.
formed Orissa Village Trust (OVT) to build houses in
Orissa after cyclone.

3. Naresh Das, Bigyani Das, Nrusingha
Mishra, Surendra Roy, Mahaskati Dash etc. organize
Bhajan programs every month at the Jagannath
Temple, Baltimore, MD.

4. Both Bigyani Das, Naresh Das and their
friends have been organizing Holi program for the

past six years.

The Canadian Chapter of OSA had a very
successful year. They celebrated the Bisuba Milan on
the 15™ of May, in the Hillcrest Public Library in
Toronto. Approx. 110 people participated in the
programme. The one day picnic was held on the 10™
of July at the G. Ross Lord Park in Toronto. Over 90
people attended the picnic.

The big event of the chapter was the 3-day
cottage picnic at Sandercocks Tourist Resort of Rice
Lake, Ontario from the 30" of July to the 2™ of

August 2004. Nearly 70 people
joined the fun filled picnic.
Finally, the Kumara
Purnima was celebrated on the
30" of October, in the Mimico
Public library in Toronto.
Approx. 135 people
participated in the programme.
The programme started with
traditional song of Kuanra
Punei Janha Go. The high
lights of the programme were drama Bhakta
Prahallada presented in Oriya by the children. Prof.
Purohit wrote that the children spoke better Oriya
than him.

The adults presented the Geeti Natya
Karna Arjuna by Gana Kabi Biashnaba Pani. It
was a commemorative presentation in honour of the

Chapter News

Canada Chapter
Gagan Panigrahi — President

Gana Kabi (Poet of the Folks) to celebrate his 122nd
Birth Anniversary on Kumara Purnima.

"Wl

born on Kumara
Purnima on 1882 in
village  Kota pada,
Mahanga, District
Cuttack. The episode
presented in a blended
form containing
narrative music,
abhinaya, dialogue and
acting conformed to the
Pani style of Geeti Natya of the late nineteenth and
early twentieth centuries in rural Orissa. According to
Prof. Sri Gopal Mohanty “Toronto presentation of a
Baishnaba Pani’s play could be the first time in
North America. It was superb and professional”. It
was a presentation of team work and demonstration
of solid commitment.

According to Prof. Lalu Mansinha “But
striking about the Saturday drama on stage was the
high quality, and beauty, of set design and direction,
of the music, the dazzling costumes,and the absolute
professional level of acting”. Both the dramas,
‘Bhakta Prahllada’ and ‘Karna — Arjuna’ were
directed by Prafulla Pujapanda. Kalashree Niranjan
Mishra wrote “ It was a splendid performance; it
looked like a master piece production: not a piece of
cultural item for casual audience, it is for those who
wish to witness an authentic OriyaYatra and Geeti
Natya.”

Gana Kabi was [§ “\

The programme ended with sumptuous
dinner prepared by the volunteers. It was a moment
of happiness and community spirit to witness and
enjoy.

New York / New

Jersey Chapter

Pradip Tripathy and

Nageswar Prusty

Ganesh Puja was celebrated at the grounds of
Guruvayurappan temple in Morganville, NJ. This
temple is the proposed future home of Lord Shree
Jagannath in NJ. Puja was conducted inside a huge
tent, erected on the grounds of the temple. Tent
reminded us the typical pujas in villages of Orissa. It
was beautifully decorated with patakas, sarees and
lights. The tent echoed with the slokas of the priests,
who performed the pooja. To follow the traditions:
Kids broke coconuts, recited slokas and Bhajans. The
Prasad and lunch was excellent, cooked and
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volunteered by
our participants.
More than fifty
families attended
this year’s
Ganesh puja.

Kumar
Purnima / Annual
Function was
celebrated in a very grand scale. It was held at
Bridgewater temple on 30™ October. The temple’s
large auditorium felt like small for the hundred or
more families attended this year’s Kumar purnima.
Program started with song “Kumar Punei Jahna go”
with little girls doing the pooja in front of “Tulsi
tree”, followed by chorus song “Swargadapi
Gariyasi”, which inspired the patriotism in
everybody. Evening was colorful with Odissi dance,
Karaoke program-first time on Oriya songs, several
kids programs, including a Sambalpuri group dance-
Superb performance by little girls who were looking
cute in their costumes. There were adult cultural
programs, including most appreciated item “Bharat
Darshan”, which showcased different Indian states.
We had the privilege of having Sri Ramani Ranjan
Panda, who has done more than 100 dramas in his
life. He directed our very important item of the night,
Drama: “Swarga re Chala Hala”, where all
participants worked very hard and did a wonderful
performance on the stage.

Ohio Chapter
Dr Birendra Jena, President

Summer Picnic

This year's summer picnic was held at Alum
Creek State Park near Columbus on Saturday, August
21,2004. The venue of the picnic was in the

recreational area situated against the backdrop of

scenic Alum Creek dam. The whole day was filled
with a lot of fun activities for children of all ages and

adults which included talent show for children,
various races for children and adults, quiz
competition for older kids. The food was delicious
and quantity was more than suficient, thanks to the
ladies of Columbus area .

The credit for organizing this year's picnic
goes to Mr. Saswat Mohapatra, the picnic co-
ordinator and his group of dedicated volunteers.

We would like to thank them for their untiring efforts
in making this event a grand success.

Kumar Purnima

Kumar Purnima was celebrated on October
30, 2004 at Parma, Ohio. The turnout was very good
and we even had guests from Michigan and Indiana.

The major highlight of this year's Kumar
purnima was the observation of "Chanda Osa".
Young children, both boys and girls participated in
the Chanda Puja. Niki Pradhan read an article on the
significance of Kumar Purnima.

The potluck dinner included several Oriya
delicacies. The food was delicious and plenty.
The dinner was followed by a light entertainment
program which included a skit by Birendra Jena and
Basant Mohapatra, vocal music by Prasanna Rout,
Arun Pradhan and Ritanjali Patnaik. Drs. Prasanta
Raj and Basant Mohapatra entertained the audience
with their jokes. Finally the program was concluded
with "Antakshari".

Congratulations!

Sutanu Misra, son of Dr. Santosh and
Margaret Misra has successfully completed his
residency program and started his practice as an
Anesthesiologist in Providence, Rhode Island since
July 2004.
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Clair Misra, also the daughter of
Santosh and Margaret Misra graduated from Kent
State University with a B.S. in Biology in May 2004.
Madhuri Nayak, daughter of Hemanta and Sagarika
Nayak  graduated from  George  Washington
University with International Business Major in May
2004.

Anshuman Swain, son of Ashok and Kalpana
Swain graduated from Wright state University School
of Medicine in May 2004 and is currently doing his
residency at Ohio State University Medical Center,
Columbus, Ohio.

Our congratulations to Sutanu, Clair and
Madhuri and Anshuman for their sucess and we wish
them all the best in their future endeavours.

Washington DC Chapter
Dr Bigyani Das - Member

* ok Xk

On November 6th,

2004 OSA DC  chapter

celebrated Kumar Purnima. The day was bright and

the temperature was right for the celebration. After

the chanda puja and snacks, the stage program started

with anouncement of new office bearers by

Brahmapriya Sen and Arun Ojha.

Outgoing president Alpana Das and

secretary/treasurer Munmun Patnaik alogwith the
chapter members welcomed the new office bearers

Mrs Parameeta Kanungo (President)
Mrs Sangeeta Dey (Vice President - Continuing)
Mrs Jayashree Samal (Secretary-Treasurer)

The cultural program started with the
traditional "Kuanra Punei
Jahna Go Phula Baula Beni".
MC Deepa Parija then
announced the  program
sequence of the children.
Among the children
performers, Divya and
Devashish Das  presented
classical music pieces, Tej
and Prem Patnaik presented
instrumental music, Bagmi Das danced to the song
"Deva ho deva Ganapati deva" from the movie Dev,
Sriya Chhotray presented Odissi dance Batu,
Shashwati Das performed an odia dance "Mate
Chandana Panire Gadhoi Dialo mu Kalia Pakhaku

Jauchhi". The childrens' program ended with a Hindi
sequence presented by Pallabi Das. The last part of

&

the cultural program was Odissi performance by
Sonali Mishra.
Sonali
Mishra (Lara) began
her dance training in
Bharatanatyam at the
age of five under Smt.
Uma Suresh and later,
under Smt. Sudha
Chandrasekhar. She
was initiated  into
Odissi dance at the age
of fourteen under the
Chitralekha Dance
Academy. Since 1995, she has traveled to India on
several occasions for further training and refinement
from Guru Sri Bichitrananda Swain and Sri Ramesh
Chandra Jena at the Orissa Dance Academy under the
supervision of Guru Sri Gangadhar Pradhan. Her
training includes one year of rigorous and sustained
training in Orissa, India from 1999-2000 with her
Gurus.

Odia dinner items are always plenty.
Everybody enjoyed the vegetarian dinner and live
chat and gossip with friends. Everybody also
participated in the clean up and brought back sweet
memories of Kumar Purnami while driving back
home.

The chapter is getting ready for the
celebrations for the year ahead. President, Mrs
Parameeta Kanungo has taken initiative to create an
email group for easy communication among
members. Washington DC chapter members are
looking forward for exciting chapter activities.

OSA Newsletter Utkarsa, December 2004 37




Saraswati Puja (February 13, 2005)

Saraswati Puja falls on Shukla Pakhsya
Panchami (fifth day of fullmoon lunar cycle)
of Oriya Magha month. The day marked for
the propitiation of Saraswati, the Goddess of S5
learning is known as Sripanchami or |
Basanta Panchami. 'Sree' is beauty and the
other name of 'Saraswati' and Basanta is
spring season which brings beauty and
pleasure to the Earth. Therefore it is a festival
to welcome beauty through worship of the Goddess

What to do?

On the puja day, take a complete bath. Put
on new or washed cloths. Collect flowers and make a
garland for the mother. Join the puja celebration with
your family either making arrangements at home or go
to the temple to perform the puja. Recite the slokas for
Mother Saraswati that are discussed below. Organize
some of your favorite books and keep it near the puja
place for mother’ss blessings. If you learn any musical
instrument, please take blessings of Mother Saraswati
putting your instrument in the puja place. Eat
vegetarian food.

If your local Oriya or Bengali communities
organize Saraswati Puja, then join the puja and
perform the rituals. Puja place is not a place for
gossip. Please concentrate and listen to the mantras
and do not talk while puja is being performed.

Mythology

Saraswati is described as the water deity in
Vedas. She is also described as the goddess of all the
creative arts and in particular of poetry and music,
learning and science. She embodies wisdom, fortune,
intelligence, nourishment, brilliance, contentment,
splendor and devotion. With book and veena, Lordess
Saraswati is known as the symbols of literature and
music.

Knowlege is power. Goddes Saraswati is
regarded as the giver of wisdom. She is also referred
as Vak devi (Goddess of speech) and Sakala
kaladhishtatri(goddesss bestowing all the art forms.)

Saraswati is appropriately described as
spotless white in complexion, riding on a white swan,
wearing white silk, bearing the Vina (lute-variety), the
book, the rosary and the symbol of protection in her
four hands, and having a crescent moon on her head.
Celebration in Orissa

Saraswati puja is celebrated in all

schools and colleges. Very rarely it is

celebrated as a community event. Schools,

colleges and educational institutes are

closed for two days, the day of Saraswati

Puja and next day for bisarjana. The

students get up early in the morning,

7/ collect flowers and decorate the school's

puja place. By 10 am, everybody takes

complete bath and they gather in the puja place in

new garments. After the puja there are feasts arranged

in schools with vegetarian meals. At times drama and

other cultural activities are arranged for the Saraswati

puja day. Students take break from their studies for
the day to pay their respect to Goddess Saraswati.

Prayer

Literally, Saraswati means SARAH - Knowledge,
STHANAMYASYAH ASTITI. Thus, Saraswati is the
goddess who rules all kinds of knowledge. In
scriptures appearance of Saraswati is thus described
as:

Shukalaam Brahma Vichaar Saar
Parama Adhyaan Jagadvyaapeeneem
Veenaa Pusthaka Dhaarineem
Abhayadaam Jaadyaandhakaaraapahham
Haste Sphaatikamaalikaam Vidadhateem
Padmaasane Sansthitaam
Vande Taam Parameshwareem
Bhagavatheem Buddheepradaam Shaaradaam

Saraswati is all pure with white clothes and her arms
bear the veenaa (a string musical instrument), the
book of knowledge. Saraswati is the bestower of
fearlessness, and Remover of the darkness of
ignorance. She (also) bears a crystal maalaa (rosary).
Mother's form is brilliant and is firmly established in
her position on the lotus flower, who is a graceful
bestower of intellect. I offer my prostrations to that
Goddess (also known as Shaaraada).

yA kundendu tushAra hAra dhavalL A

yA subhravastrAv.rtA

yA vINa vara daNDa maNDitakarA

yA sweta padmAsanA

yA brahmAccuhta saN”kara prabh.rtibhir-
devaiH sadA pUjitA
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sA maM pAtu sarasvatl bhagavatl
nisshesha jJADyApahA

Meaning: She is the embodiment of all beauty and the
abode of all learning, the consort of Brahma, and is
worshipped by Gods like Indra, and sages like Suka,
Sanaka and Narada. She is kindness incarnate and
generous in her gifts to her devotees.

Saraswati Namasthubhyam
Varade Kamaroopini

Vidya Aarambam Karishyami
Siddhir Bhavatume Sada

Meaning: O Goddess Saraswati! I pray to you, who is
the fulfiller of my wishes. I start on the path of
learning with the request that Thou will bestow Thy
blessings on me.

Odia Prayer

bidyA-dAyinl namah Saraswati,

jaya bINApANi bhAratl |pada|
biNA, pus-tk beni pANi, beda,
bedAnta samrATa rANI

TankAre to bINA sArA sruSTi |1]
shwetabasanl, mAtA padmAsanl,
bidyA-bhaNDAra tripuramohinl
namah, namah, namah, namah shArade
namah mAgo baradAyinl |2|

brahmA pATarANI, jagata-jananl,
krupApradAyinl, duhkhahAriNI
surendrapUjitA bhagabatl bande,
bande taba charaNa beni |3|

Meaning My salute to you mother Saraswati, the
giver of the knowledge. All glory to you mother
Binapani, Bharati. You hold veena (bINA, a string
instrument) and books in your both hands and you are
the empress of all vedas and vedantas. Your string
echoes the whole creation with the six rAgas and
thirty-six rAgiNIs. You are clad in the white saree,
and seated on the lotus. You are the prettiest in the
three worlds and also the source of all knowledge. 1
salute you several times mother Sharada, I salute you
mother, the fulfiller of all desires. You are the wife of
Lord Brahma and you are mother of the whole world,
you are also very graceful and remover of all misery.
Mother Bhagabati, who is worshiped by the king of
Gods, I salute your both feet.

chha rAga Au chhatisha rAgiNI,

Non-Resident Oriya Facilitation Center (NROFC)

A venture of the NRO Cell of Government of Orissa
Call for action and participation by Mr Tuhin Pandey - October 17« 2004

To
All Non-Resident Oriyas
Re: First Prabasi Utkal Divas and Annual OSA Symposium on Orissa Development

Over the years, members of the Non-Resident Oriya Community have contributed to various development
projects in Orissa. The purpose of this event and the symposium is to highlight the present contributions by
NRO community, to involve local organizations in their efforts, to seek Orissa Government participation in
these projects, and to develop plans for future projects in Orissa through Government collaborations facilitated
by the NRO cell and the NROFC. We would like to invite you to visit our website at www.nrofc.org to learn
more about the proposed society and the event. Your personal presence at the event will encourage the endeavor
of the NRO Cell and the NROFC to carry out further development work in Orissa, and will ensure successful
collaborations with the Government in future. By your participation in the discussions and deliberations, we
hope that new ideas for future development of the state in collaboration with the NRO communities can be
formulated. In closing, we once again request you to accept our invitation to participate in the symposium. We
are attaching a copy of the draft program for the day for your information. We also seek your contribution
related to Orissa's Development for a proceeding to be printed on the occasion. The same may be presented in
the appropriate session of the Orissa Development Symposium.

We look forward to hearing from you soon. With our best regards,

Mr. Tuhin Pandey, Spl. Secretary, GA Department, Govt. of Orissa, Officer-incharge — NRO Cell
Mr. Sahadev Sahu, Local Coordinator, NROFC

Dr. Dhanada Mishra, Local Organising Chair
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Oriya Cakes and Sweets
(Pitha and Mitha)

In Oriya/Odia, the term for the cake is “piThA” and the term for a sweet dish is “miThA”. Described
below are the preparation methods of some cakes and sweets. The ingredients are approximate in nature
and preparation methods are also the generalized methods.

Pithas (piThAs) or Cakes

In most of the cake preparation, filling (pura)
preparation and flour dough (jantA dough) preparation
are two most important elements. We first describe
the ingredients and preparation methods for these two
items.

Filling (Pura): Pura can be made with coconut,
cheese, mung dal or khoa. For coconut pura, one
should first grate the coconut. For mung dal pura, one
should first boil the dal to make it soft. Then mix with
black peeper (optional), and jiggery (guDa) or sugar
and fry it for 5 minutes. Then cool it.

Flour Dough (JantA Dough): Dough can be
prepared with rice powder, semolina (suji), all purpose
flour, wheat flour and refined wheat flour (maidA).
Then for about 1 pound of the flour, boil 1 ltr of water
in a wide mouth pan, add salt, cinnamon powder
(optional) and 1 tbsp ghee (optional). Pour the flour
slowly and stir continuously. Reduce the flame and
cook till it absorbs the water completely (to the
consistency of chappati). Let it cool.

Poda Pitha (Baked Cake) :
(From the kitchen of Maushumi Pattanaik, Silver
Spring, MD)

Poda Pitha can be prepared with rice or black gram
dal (Urad Dal or biri DAIi). Other ingredients remain
the same. This is a special item for the Raja festival in
Summer.

Ingredients: 2 cups rice, 1 cup Sugar, 2 Coconut,
Icup Ghee, 1/8 cup Cashew nut, 1/8 cup Cardamom,
1/8 cup Raisin, 3 to 4 bay leaves

Method:

1) Soak the rice overnight. Grate the Coconut and mix
with rice .Grind the rice with water until it becomes a
smooth batter. 2) Bring water and sugar to boil to
make a syrup . Add the above prepared batter to the

syrup and stir properly and care for not letting the
mix to burn. Add ghee ,cashewnut, raisins ,cardamom
and bay leaves to it. Turn the heat low and stir the
mix till it turns to a dough. Remove from heat and let
it cool. 3) Bring a baking tray put ghee nicely inside
it and slowly spread the dough to the tray, pat with
ghee again. Cover the tray with aluminum foil and
bake with 350 degree centigrade and till the top turns
brown. 4) Cut the cake when it is cool and serve.
Generally in Orissa this is baked inside the fire whole
night with charcoal and banana leaves.

Kakara Pitha (kAkarA piThA or Fried Cake):
(From the kitchen of Maushumi Pattanaik, Silver
Spring, MD)

Kakara Pitha is a dish that goes with different festivals
such as Raja, Kumar Purnami etc. It’s also used as an
item in “bhAra”. Kakara can be prepared with rice
flour, all purpose flour, wheat flour, refined wheat
flour (maida) or semolina/Suji. The preparation
process and other ingredients remain the same. Again
the kAkara pithA is also recognized by its stuffing
(pura) such as “chhenA kAkarA” if the stuffing is
cheese, “naDiA kAkarA” if the stuffing is coconut.
When there is no stuffing, kAkarA is called “sekA”.

Ingredients: 4 Cups maida, 2 Cups khoa, 20 Pieces
cashew nuts, 2 Cups sugar, 20 Raisins, 8 Cardamom,
1 tsp Baking Powder, Oil for frying

Method:

1) For filling: Mix khoa , cashew nuts, raisins,
ground cardamom and sugar. Make 50 parts of this
mix. Other types of fillings (pura) can also be used 2)
For dough: Mix the flour , baking powder and oil
properly. Add required amount of water and knit to
make a nice dough. Make 50 parts of this dough and
prepare 50 small round ball spread each ball to and
make puri and put the filling mix to each puri and
close it with water . Close the puris to your style and
shape but remember to close it with water .Close the
puris to your style and shape but remember to close
the sides properly .Repeat the same process rest of
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the balls .Keep it aside. 3) For frying : Heat oil and
deep fry those prepared Kakara. 4) Serve it cool.

Mithas (miThAs) or Sweets

Rasagolla and Rasamullai
From the Kitchen of Ila Ojha, Columbia, MD

Taste : Sweet
Time : 2 hours to 2 % hours
Serving : 40 pieces From the Kitchen of Ila

Ingredients for Rasagolla:
Lemon Juice,
flour)

1 Gallon Milk, 1 cup
1 cup Sugar, Plain flour (all purpose

Method:

1. Prepare Chhena: a) Bring the milk to a boil. b)
When boiling add either whiter vinegar or lemon
juice and turn off the gas. ¢) Milk will separate
into whey and curd. d) Pour into a vessel through
a strainer, leaving only the Chhena in strainer. ¢)
Add the cold water to Chhena to stop cooking
process. f) Squeeze excess water to make it dry
(NOT complete dry).
Add 1 table spoon of all purpose flour to Chhena
Smooth curd in a mixer for one minute (till it
becomes soft and not sticky). If you do it
manually it will take more minutes.
Prepare even sized small balls from the curd.
About 30 — 40 rasagollas would be formed.
Prepare Syrup: Add 3 cups of water to 1 cup of
sugar and bring to boil .

. Place the Rasa ollas in syrup.
7. Boil the Rasa ollas for 40 minutes.
8. Remove the Rasagollas and let them cool.

Ingredients for Rasamallai

1. Rasagolla as described above

2. Full Cream Milk - 1 liter

3. Cardamom Powder - 1/2 tsp

4. Almonds & Pistachios - 2 tsp (thinly sliced)

Method

Boil milk to 2/3rd, add cardamom, sliced nuts and
saffron, well dissolved.

Put Rasagollas into the boiling milk and boil for
5 minutes

Remove from fire, cool to room temperature.
Chill for 3-4 hours before serving.

TIPS: Do not tie the CHHENA in a cloth and press for
Rasagollas and Rasmullai. Just hold under running
water, press out extra water and knead gently with
fingers not palms. Always use freshly made
CHHENA from imported cow's milk (from India,
Orissa) for best results.

Chhena Poda (Cheese Cake):

Ingredients: 2 lbs part-skim Ricotta cheese, 3 tbs
Sooji , 1 cup of sugar , 1/4 tsp of vanilla essence
(optional), Kajun and Khismis (optional), 10
Cardamom, 1 cup water, Butter /Ghee

Method:

1. Pour all ingredients in a container and mix it
properly using a spoon or a hand blender. 2) Put some
butter/ghee in a baking pan to make its surface greasy.
Transfer the batter into the baking pan leaving about 1
inch from the top empty. 3) Pre-heat oven at 400 F
and bake it for 25-30 minutes. Then reduce it to 350 F
and bake it for 45-50 minutes till the top turns to light
brown. 5) Cool it after taking out from the oven. 6)
Then cut it into pieces like cakes and serve.

Golapa Jamun (Gulab Jamun):

Ingredients: Carnation Dry (Non fat), Milk Powder, 3
Cups Self Rising Flour, 1 Cup Heavy Whipping
Cream, 1 Cup Sugar , Vegetable Oil/Corn Oil to fry

Method:

1) Mix the milk powder, flour and cream into a
smooth dough. 2) Divide and prepare the dough into
small balls 3) Heat oil in a pan 4) Deep fry the balls
in slow heat. 5) Heat another pan in medium heat and
put some water with sugar until it becomes a thick
syrup. 6) Put the fried balls to the syrup.

Kalakand:

Ingredients: 2 Ibs Ricotta Cheese, Milk Powder, 1
Cup Butter, 1/2 Cube Sugar, 10-15 Almonds grated

Process: 1) Heat a frying pan on medium heat. 2)
Add Ricotta cheese, Butter, Sugar, Milk Powder into
it. 3) Stir it continuously till the mixture is little thick,
4) When it starts getting golden brown remove the pan
from the stove. 5) Then spread it on a greased surface.
6) Let it cool down for a few minutes and then cut it
into 1/1.5 inch square pieces and put it in the
refrigerator. 7) When it becomes cold and ready to
serve garnish it with grated almonds.
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OSA Convention , 2004 at DALLAS
Income Expense Statement

Revenue

Expenses

Item

Saree Sale

Registration - Outside SW Chapter
Registration - Local SW Chapter
Registration - Local DFW Area
Misc

Food Collection

Sponsors - Souvenier
Donations - From Oriyas
Donations- Corporate

OSA Membership collected
OSA Registration Fee collected
Total

Youth Expenses
Stage Expenses
Souvenir

Registration Exp
Saree and Other Exp
Food Exp

Bank Charges

Artist and Guest

OSA Membership Paid
OSA Registration Fee Paid
Total

Total Surplus

Transferred to OSA Main Account
Transferred to SW Chapter

(Loknath Patro)
Finance , OSA Convention 2004)

Amount

$2,810.00
$7,000.00
$4,425.00
$3,985.00
$3,663.37
$13,595.00
$1,625.00
$13,807.00
$2,750.00
$2,090.00
$2,230.00
$57,980.37

$1,120.89
$6,553.25
$6,280.50
$7,311.14
$3,587.00
$14,731.12
$184.65
$12,159.04
$2,090.00
$2,230.00
$56,247.59

$1,732.78
$866.39
$866.39

(Niranjan Tripathy)
(Convener, OSA Convention 2004)

REQUEST FOR MEMERSHIP /UPGRADE MEMBERSHIP

OSA's membership is open to any person eighteen years of age or more, interested in Orissa and Oriya
cultural heritage. Membership fee is the primary source of income and membership is the most
important asset for OSA. Membership has been broadly categorized as benefactors, patrons, life
members and annual members. The present dues for various categories are: Benefactor: $1000;
Patron: $600; Life Member: $300; Annual Membership (July 1 to June 30) Family - $25, Single -
$10, Student Family - $10, Student Single - $5. Please mail your check to OSA c/o: Hari Arjun
Patro, 2216 Harrisburg Lane, Plano, TX 75025 and specify "OSA Membership" in memo.
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major: tourl,st _ttractlon fﬂr people of all ages
Conventlon Venue Radlsson Hotel, Newport Beach, Orange County
«Cal forma Odtya Jatra..

10 Commandments of attending The Cahforma'OSA. Conventton 2005

1. Thou shalt have great fun in the sun.
2. Thou shalt meet with thy old friends and make many new ones. -
o 3. Thou shalt enjoy three incredible days in a.festive, lively atmosphere.
4. Thou shalt experience a memorable Vacatl i
"-_"__-_.Indla ;
P 5 Thou shalt consider visiting a wealth of eXC

- _H_ollywood - Umv'ersa'l :Stu_d'lc')s" —Magchountam

4 Di:Sneyland - Knott’s Berry Farm - Little India
- = Beaches - Balboa - Fashion Island
- San Diego Zoo - Sea World © =and Many More

~ 6. Thou shalt enjoy cultural and entertainment programs performed by our odiya community and invited artists —
in a Jatra setting. o
7. Thou shalt participate in a number of seminars on topics of i mterest to our community.
8. Thou shalt participate in technology symposiums promoting potential entrepreneurs. ot

9. Thou shalt enjoy Italian and Mexican.lunches and Indlan dlnners and snacks — in a formal setting served by

- the hotel ; s
10 Thou shalt witness the leadership of our youth as orgamzers of a substantial part of the convention.

Please plan now to attend the convention. Your host families from Northern California and Southern
California are waiting wholeheartedly to welcome you and to enjoy the convention with you. Only w1th
your participation will we be able to make the OSA 2005 Convention a memorable event and grand

success.
With best regards ;

Kirtan Behera Twisampati Mitra Nivedita Mohanty Mukta Mohapatra
Convener Co-Convener : Co-Convener Youth Convener

&
The OSA Convention 2005 Organizing Committee Chairs and Members

N.B.:

Why not just pickup the phone to reserve your airline tickets right now to get the best discounts. Orange
County John Wayne Airport: Few blocks away from the hotel. Los Angeles Airport: An hour away from
the hotel. Please visit the Convention website: www.0sa2005.org

Hotel website: www.radissonnewportbeach.com
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