aesil — 8% u T KA R s A sg6qgqe - S0e&

VOLUME - 54 A NEWSLETTER OF ODISHA SOCIETY OF AMERICAS SEPTEMBER-2013




¥a

26AQQ 8Fa qAI@

gaq 8¢ 6@¢ @R
qe°
QeQIA°¢ 26AAR 6F2l afI@ AIFe AQIAgGR
qo9

Qed

26 6F2 AIRQ A
el — 8 6464 - 90

UTKARSA

ANEWSLETTER OF ODISHA SOCIETY OF AMERICAS
VOLUME - 54 SEPTEMBER 2015

FIRST GLOBAL ODISHA CONFERENCE
&
46™ OSA ANNUAL CONVENTION
SPECIAL

http://www.odishasociety.org/

Q9 : Q°§IUI- 8% : 6I6YER 90O || UTKARSA : VOLUME — 54 : SEPTEMBER-2015 !



UTKARSA

ANEWSLETTER OF
ODISHA SOCIETY OF AMERICAS

VOLUME - 54 SEPTEMBER 2015

Sushant Satpathy

President

Sulochana Patnaik
Vice-President

Saradakant Panda
Secretary

Siddharth Behera

Treasurer

Kanak Hota
Editor
English Section

Akash Pandey
Editor
Youth Section

Prasanta Kumar Bhunya
Editor

Odia Section

Design — Photography - Typeset

Qed

267 6F2 AAIRQ elae

aesdl - 8 8464qe - 908

qelig §10ae|
AQaad

gﬁﬁl@@l JdeIae
QA-aQAd

QIR agl
adtioe

dsld s@s@q
SIS

@@ 6QIC!
AN
R°YR1 3qa

2R AlsE)
asoe
de Gqe

qalg @aIa Qd

aiee

632 dae

ARFQS ~ 2IAFe - 49IPIR

QQd : Q°§IUI- 8% : 66N 90O || UTKARSA : VOLUME — 54 : SEPTEMBER-2015 2



|

EXECUTIVE Editorial - English 005
I = Editorial — Youth - 006
!f - aseald - 6ael 009
President’s Message 009
Vice-President’s Message 011
Secretary’s Message 012 A
Treasurer’s Message 013
Past Vice-President’s Report 014
Past Treasurer’s Report 015
Prof. Jagannath Das — Order of Canada 018
Dr. Santosh Das - Inducted to NAE 019

OSA Awards 020 - 029

46 Bhakta Rath
CONVENTION ann Dcsh
Joy Gopal Mohanty
Sushant Satpathy
Chitta Baral

Deepa Parija
\

iya Mohanty 074

cshana Sen
T

NVENTION

106-108 W BOSTON



64l - 6@2 @&a! Ao 009 - Q98

QYR 9@l — @8I ATQ Q99 ~ QB9

966Q ~ @Idl 6Qs A9 QB9 .
gdal Qiae 6al 29a6 - @4 QIQI8 Q59

a@ggfl aI6g ~ @@6lI6Q 641y @a 080

Q9 8QIQ1 AIdgIQ1 — BFel AFRAQ Q] AR 8y

AR QIF- 6QAISE AAEG Q99

21D QIge — 62 QIR 95 090

QIgey Gge 299

Prof. Surjya Kumar Mishra -Barrister Biswanath
Darshan Panda — Astronomical Talents
Raghu Dass — Game Theory
Rajashree Kanungo — Rain Drops

Rosalin Samantray — Divine Logic
Nrusingha Mishra — In Captivity

ou Everybody
ey
Das
Panigrahi
atnaik

padhyaya Sekhri

INFORMATION



Dear friends,

We are extremely thankful to the new leadership of National OSA for giving us the
opportunity to edit Utkarsa. The process was a journey -a discovery of the magnificent minds

in dialog with the social, political, historical and ontological issues of our times.

The global connection is visible in every page - be it a reminisce of the spectacular Convention
in DC or a biographical narrative of Barrister Bishwanath . Odia voices from the farthest
corners of Odisha and other parts seamlessly blend with the voices of young ones born in the

USA. This is the mission of Utkarsa.

Salman Rushdie calls immigrants nowhere men, people who carry their cultural baggage to
disguise their hyphenated existence. Pulses of our time changed in rapid strides, Mr. Rushdie!

Humble Utkarsa is saying something very different - the world is a small place!

Thank you all who contributed to Utkarsa.

We hope to hear more from you in coming months!

Kanak Hota

Editor

English Section
Chicago

kanakhota@yahoo.com
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Dear All,

| would like to thank the contributors to the Youth Section and urge all readers to encourage

their children and other young people to reflect and write about their experiences.

We stand on the shoulders of our elders to see, but we shouldn't forget that we are part of

the view as well.

Akash Pandey

Editor

Youth Section
akash.pandeyl112 @gmail.com
(831) 332-9360
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President’s Message

Dear Fellow OSA Members,
Namaskar!

On this auspicious beginning of Navaratri, | convey my respect to my elders and best wishes
to my friends and wish good health and happiness for you and your family.

We are honored by your trust and support in giving us the opportunity to serve OSA. The
team intends to rise up to your expectation and earn your goodwill through its performance.

It is a wonderful realization that the degree of separation between every individual in the
community is ever shrinking over the years; often the degree of separation is just one! In my
recent NIT Alumni meet a majority knew each other through OSA and this meet enabled
another way to renew our connection. In a way OSA as an organization is serving its purpose
in bringing four generations of Odias together starting with the first Odias who came here in
late 1940s. Though member base of the organization have increased the perception
remained “Is OSA primarily focused at conducting the annual convention?” | want to put my
thoughts and my team’s activities as progress to this question. To understand how OSA can
engage better in the community service besides being a socio-cultural organization, we need
to find answers to the questions — What initiatives are we capable of? How do we find a
structure and support? And how do we ensure that the legacy is carried forward?

My team and | have always highly regarded the value of involving our youth in order to help
them connect with our roots. To help our youths better understand and educate about our
culture and heritage we plan to offer Heritage Tours of Odisha starting this December! More
details to follow on this soon. Another initiative to involve youths is by starting a service
project - ‘Adopt a village’ — an initiative for all around development of a village through OSA.
We would encourage our youth to contribute through this powerful channel of giving back to
our community here and to our home state. We are confident that it would certainly enrich
their knowledge about our culture and heritage.

To bring our youths together we have a social media OSA Youth Group to stay connected
with each other. Please encourage your youth to be part of this group. We are starting Youth
Mentorship Program where those with experience and expertise can help and guide others.
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| want to share an inspiring story of how few in our community have been successful in
making an impact in the field of giving back. A group of young professionals came together
to form a non-profit organization ‘Friends for a Cause’ that takes up various projects trying to
help the needy people in Odisha be it education among others. Their latest project was to
develop audio Braille books for blind high school students in Odisha has been a great success
story. Some of our members suggested OSA to help promote primary and secondary
education in Odisha. The above is an example of how members of community can make a
difference.

| believe that culture works as a glue to strongly hold the community together. Hence
cultural events take a large share of the organization’s activity. | would talk about some of
the evolving ideas and initiatives around our cultural activities in my next communication. In
the mean time | want to give an update about some of the operational improvements and
organizational activities.

Two new chapters out of PNW chapter have been created; ‘Portland’ Chapter would cover
state of Oregon and Seattle Chapter would cover the state of Washington. OSA officials and
the local chapter members are working together to complete the process by finalizing
leadership team soon.

Treasurer Siddharth Behera is leading efforts to improvise online OSA Directory and create
online membership application that would enable prospective members to join OSA.
Additionally the OSA and Convention accounts would be maintained online in a centralized
system and we hope this will add transparency and efficiency to the process. Another
initiative that we have started working on, based on the wishes of many, is OSA election
through E-voting. We would need everyone’s help to keep membership info and emails up-
to-date to achieve this goal.

Finally a word on our next convention. OSA New England chapter is hosting 47th OSA
Convention in Boston, MA. OSA NE Chapter has entrusted this responsibility on the efficient
leadership team led by Sourya Mohapatra, Convener, Pradeep Dhal, co-convener and Arun
Mohanty, chapter president to put together a great convention next year. The convention
team is working extremely hard to finalize the logistics and location and very soon details
will be shared with you.

Before | end | would like to thank a few of our volunteers. | want to thank Esha
Bandyopadhyay Dash of CA, Pitambar Sarangi of NJ and Jyotsna Mishra of AL for consenting
to be members of the Grievance Handling Committee (GHC). Also, thank Prashant Padhy and
Sunil Sabat for their help with moderation of OSANet. | would like to introduce my extended
team. Utkal Nayak of MD, Prachi Mishra of CA joined as Jt. Treasurer and Jt. Secretary
respectively. Niraj Rath continues as OSA General Counsel and Bikash Panda as Web
Administrator. Kanak Mishra, Prasanta Bhunya, and Akash Pandey have taken up the
responsibility of editing Utkarsa and are ready to give us their maiden issue.

| wish you all very happy Bijaya Dashami.
Regards,

Sushant Satpathy
President, OSA
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Vice President’s Message

Dear Friends:

| would like to take this opportunity to thank you for your continued support. We, the new
OSA Executives are thankful to you for believing in us. But we can’t do anything alone. We
need you to join us in building this organization to yet a greater height. You have shown your
dedication, your willingness to work selflessly as a team and showcased our heritage and
culture. You preserved our culture sowing your talents and love and passion for our art,
literature and culture. You are teaching your children to carry it on! | must agree that it is
very important to bring this second generation children and involve them in all we do for our
community. They are the leaders of tomorrow. They are our future. Let us embrace a new
beginning! Let us hear from the young and also hear from you all to make OSA a stronger

family.

We are all indebted to our past leaders who volunteered their time and still continue to help
this organization and at the same time help our country and our state in particular. It is
amazing to see how some of our friends are so dedicated to help our motherland in any way

they can!! Let us learn from each other and work together.

| would like to conclude my letter asking our members to join us as committee members to
help OSA organize different activities. We have a lot to do. | would also like to thank our new
editors who have committed themselves to put our thoughts, our literary works and our

communications in the newsletter.

Let us walk together hand in hand for a brighter future. Thank you.

Sulochana Patnaik

Vice president
OSA
vicepresident@orissasociety.org
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Secretary’s Message

Namaskar,

| would like to express my hearty thanks for your support in giving me the opportunity to
represent you and serve as Secretary of OSA. | am a proud Odia and very glad to be a part of
the OSA family. | will try my best in further enhancing the vision and mission of OSA.

| am hopeful to enhance the youth participation in OSA family with induction of Jt. Secretary
Prachi Mishra and Jt. Treasurer Utkal Nayak. For us last 3 months have been pretty eventful
in terms of transition and 2015 Convention etc... Upcoming months will be busy with closing
of 2015 Convention books, starting 2016 Convention preparations , membership expansion
drive and new chapter formation etc...

We also notice that detailed membership information is missing for around 40 members
who joined during 2015 convention. We are trying our best to get that information from DC
convention team.

Recently BOG has approved to create two new chapters (Seattle and Portland) out of PNW
Chapters to bring more energy in both chapters.

As you know, we conduct the monthly BOG meeting among chapter presidents and OSA
executives every second Sunday at 7:30pm ET. We have already posted July and August 2015
minutes of the meeting in OSAnet. Below are links for last 2 moms.

http://www.odishasociety.org/wp-content/uploads/2015/08/2015_July_BOG_minutes.pdf

http://www.odishasociety.org/wp-content/uploads/2015/08/2015_AUG_BOG_minutes.pdf

| would like to request every one of you to stay actively engage in our OSA family activities
and helps us to grow as a community. Let’s join hands together with us to make OSA more
attractive organization globally that will enhance, nurture and connects the dots to Odisha’s
culture.

If you have any suggestions or feedback, please contact me at saradapanda@hotmail.com
or at secretary@orissasociety.org

Saradakant Panda

Secretary,
OSA
secretary@orissasociety.org
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Treasurer’s Message

Dear Friends,

Thank you all for expressing your support, trust, confidence and bestowing the responsibility
of OSA Treasurer. | will work to the best of my abilities to increase transparency of OSA
finances and easier transition to new future treasurers.

Since taking the responsibilities:
1. We have proposed the budget for 2015 2016 year. We expect to have an earning of

$30,500.00 and an expense of $26,700.00. Thus we expect to have a net income of
$3,800.00

2. Last year’s finance committee had approved to invest OSA money in Vanguard’s S&P Index
Fund. During the recent down turn of the stock market we invested $10,000.00 of the

remaining $15,000.00 uninvested money.

3. For better transparency and ease of keeping track of financial transactions, we have
decided to use cloud based accounting software http://www.kashoo.com

4. US based checking account has been transferred from past treasurer to current treasurer.
The current balance as of Sept. 27th 2015 are:

a. Account # 1 ending with 8618: $66,699.33
b. Account # 2 ending with 5824: $15,890.62

c. Paypal account: $507.36

We have started working with 2016 Boston convention team to ensure that they meet the
OSA convention guidelines.

Siddharth Behera
Treasurer

OSA
treasurer@orissasociety.org
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Past VP's Report
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Dear All,
The four nomination-based awards were recommended by the OSA Awards Committee
and

were conferred at the convention.

Distinguished Odia Award - Dr. Amiya Mohanty
Utkalamani Gopabandhu Das Memorial Award - Dr. Debi Mishra
Arun Das Memorial Kalashree Award - Ms. Gayatri Joshi

Subrina Biswal Award for Academic Excellence - Amrita Mohanty

In addition,
OSA Lifetime Achievement Award
was conferred on
Smt. Shyamamani Pattanaik

for her seminal contribution to Odia music.

Four longtime OSA members were recognized as

OSA Stalwarts for sustained support of OSA missions.

Jogesh Rath
Jnan Dash
Digambar Mishra
Sri Gopal Mohanty
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The following OSA members were recognized for their
outstanding leadership roles and service to the society.

Outstanding leadership role in humanitarian and developmental activities in Odisha
Jayashree Mohanty

Outstanding long time support and promotion of OSA's values and mission
Sumitra Padhi

Outstanding contribution to the propagation of Odia culture
&
as the convener of the 46th OSA Convention and The 1st Global Odisha Conference
Pratap Das

Exceptional support of OSA Contribution to higher education in USA and Odisha
Sitakantha Das

Outstanding support of OSA missions & promoting OSA through photography
Babru Samal

Outstanding support of OSA missions & dedicated promotion of Odia art & culture
Annapurna Biswal

Exceptional selfless service to the
46th OSA convention & the 1st Global Odisha Conference
Hemant Biswal

The Subrina Biswal Award for Academic Excellence
and
the OSA Lifetime Achievement Award were sponsored
by
Dr. S.K. Dash Foundation.

@angratuldtiany te all winners.. 111

Regards,
Sikhanda Satapathy
sikhanda@hotmail.com
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Past Treasurer's Report

@@ = OSA Account handover and Account Statement
as of
08/30/2015
Dear All,

As stipulated by the constitution to handover OSA's finances by August 31st, | am handing over the
accounts today. The account access details will be shared separately with the current Treasurer and
Executives, but attached is the accounting report for everyone's awareness. The report includes
transaction details as of today (08/30/2015).

Here is a snapshot of account balances as of today:

Checking #1 $66,835.17
Checking #2 $15,890.62
TD Ameritrade $154,092.69
PayPal $0.00

Total Cash Balance (as of 08/30/2015) $236,818.48
(Including the $10K Convention 2015 advance receivable, the total balance would be$246,818.48)

| am happy to inform you that Convention 2015 has returned the $25K emergency loan to OSA. The
Convention account has not been closed as there are more funds to be collected and several bills to
be paid. Yet the Convention team returned OSA's emergency loan promptly to honor the good faith
reposed in them by OSA BOG.

Convention has also returned OSA Fee ($11,567) and OSA membership fee ($10,525) collected from
the event. These numbers could see slight adjustment in the final Convention report.

As per the preliminary report there were 487 registrations and 132 (updated on 10/13/2015) new
OSA members (31 Life Members, 11 5-yr members, and 90 Annual members) in this Convention. As a
result OSA's membership base leaped to 1231.

Such a successful event was possible because of hard work by all team members (fundraising,
registration, cultural, food, publishing, GOC tracks...). Special thanks to the fund-raising team for
diligently pursuing with the sponsors to collect money. The Convention is long over but their work is
still continuing.

| want to also thank all our donors - without your help it would not have been possible to pull this
event through. Special thanks to Dr. Sitakantha Dash for a record $25K donation this year for various
activities. Thank you!

At this time Convention owes the initial $10K advance and half of the profit/loss to OSA. These will be
adjusted at the time of final settlement.

As always please feel free to contact me if you have any question on the account report.

Best Regards,
Prashanta Ranabijuli
2013-15

OSA Treasurer
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W are proud of.

Professor Jagannath Prasad Das

Order of Canada

On Canada Day - July 1,

the Government of Canada has awarded the Order of Canada to Professor Jagannath Prasad
Das. He is the only Odia to receive this honour. He is also the only Odia to receive FRSC
(Fellow of Royal Society of Canada). The University of Alberta has established an Institute in
his name. We salute you Jagannath Babu.

The following has appeared in Edmonton Journal:
Brain matter: Edmonton researcher who studies intelligence named to Order of Canada
By Madeleine Cummings, Edmonton Journal July 2, 2015

Jagannath Prasad (J.P.) Das once asked his father why his grandfather was so well-respected.
A government official often came to his grandfather’s village to ask him for advice. Yet the
man had only a primary school education. Das’s father told him it was because he had an
unusual ability to plan and make decisions.

“Was he intelligent?” Das asked.

It’s a question he has spent his life’s work trying to answer: What is intelligence, and how can
we measure and improve it?

In recognition of his contributions to educational psychology and intelligence, Das was
recently named to the Order of Canada.

Like his interest in intelligence, his love of education also began as a child in India. Das liked
to study. He did well in school. Many of his friends’ parents were professors because he lived
near a prominent university.

He earned his PhD at the University of London, then taught in India and the United States.
He moved to Edmonton in January 1968 to take a job at the University of Alberta.

@Q@ : QoG- 8% 1 661N 90RS || UTKARSA : VOLUME — 54 : SEPTEMBER-2015




Ok

Das combined aspects of neuropsychology and cognitive psychology to develop a
groundbreaking theory of intelligence — one which suggests people have four ways of
processing information. The most important of them, and the one for which his grandfather
was known, is planning; specifically, the ease with which a person judges, evaluates and
makes decisions.

To measure how well people process information, and therefore how intelligent they are,
Das and an American colleague, Jack Naglieri, developed a series of tests called the Das-
Naglieri cognitive assessment. Most tests ask the taker to prove that she has already learned
something, but theirs doesn’t depend on prior knowledge. Instead, it measures specific
abilities, such as pattern recognition. A child who struggles to repeat a new word, for
example, would likely score low on the “sequencing” portion of the test and would probably
struggle with reading in school.

In using his tests and theories, psychologists and school teachers can identify specific skills
that children struggle with and target instruction accordingly. Intelligence, Das insists, can
absolutely be learned. The tests can be especially useful for immigrant children, who may
arrive in a school not knowing their new country’s language and culture.

In recent years, Das has focused on how children’s culture, upbringing and brain function
affect their intelligence. He’s particularly interested in researching disadvantaged children.
He has a clinic in India, which he visits once a year, and because his assessments are used
around the world, he can examine how culture, class and language intersect.

Though he retired in 1996, Das, now 84, still serves as an emeritus professor at the U of A. In
fact, he never intended to stop working.

“I don’t have much interest in playing golf or doing other things,” he said. A supportive wife
(who also studied psychology), has allowed him the time and space to focus intensely on his
work for so long.

“A scholar needs two things: freedom, and a supportive partner,” he said.

by
Sri Gopal Mohanty

Emeritus Professor

Department of Mathematics and Statistics
McMaster University

Hamilton, Ontario

Canada

[ Courtesy : OSANET]

©%B is proud of
Please visit : Professor Jagannath Prasad Das

http://dascentre.educ.ualberta.ca/jp-das Order of Canada
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Dr. Santosh Das

Snducted to the class of 2078 ‘

Dr. Santosh Das
inducted to the Class of 2015
of
the National Academy of Engineering
on October 4, 2015
at National Academy of Science, Washington DC

Dr. Santosh Das of New Jersey was inducted as a Class of 2015 to the National
Academy of Engineering / National Academy of Science at Washington DC on October 4,
2015. According to NAE's official information " In February 2015 the members of NAE
elected 67 new members and 12 new foreign Election to the NAE is one of the highest
professional distinctions conferred on engineers. The main criteria for membership in the
National Academy of Engineering are outstanding personal contributions and
accomplishments in one or both of the following categories;

1. Engineering research, practice,or education, including where appropriate,
significant contributions to the engineering literature.

2. Pioneering of new and developing field of technology, making major
advancements in traditional field of engineering, or developing/implementing innovative
approaches to engineering education..”

Some of the other distinguished engineers members inducted as Class 2015
were:  Wesley Bush, CEO of Northrop Grumman; John Keller, Director of Dow
Chemicals; Brian McClendon, VP of Google; L. Rafael Reif, President of MIT; Virginia
Rometty, CEO of IBM; Gaeme Stephens, Director of Jet Propulsion Lab & California Institute
of Technology, Richard Szeliski, Scientist at Microsoft etc. And the list goes on.

Dr. Das is a graduate of IIT, Kharagpur in Metallurgy Engineering and earned his Ph.
D from University of California, Berkley, CA.. He worked for Argonne National Laboratory
for number of years and earned 150 patents to his credit. He moved to the commercial
companies such as Pratt-Whitney, Allied Chemicals and retired as Vice President at Polymor
Technology.

Dr. Das has been a OSA Life Member for last 30 years. He lives with his wife Sulekha
at Randolph, NJ and proud father of Sarthak Das (Boston) and Sarba Das (Los Angeles).

His achievement to be inducted to National Academy of Engineers/ National
Academy of Science is a pride for all the OSA members. He can be contacted

at skdas729@gmail.com @®@ is proud of

::;i?)?)al)si‘;gmail.com Dr. Santosh Das
Snducted to the class of 2075
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Amrita Mohanty

Qbubrina SBiswal Award
of
Academic Ezcellence 2075

Amrita Mohanty
Receives Highest Academic Honors

At the 46th Annual Odisha Society of the Americas Global convention held in Washington, DC,
during July 2-4, 2015 Amrita Mohanty received the Subrina Biswal Award for Academic
Excellence. This award was sponsored by the Dr. S.K. Dash Foundation and is awarded to an
Odiya student in recognition for his/her outstanding academic achievements. OSA president
Tapan Padhi and Vice-president Sikhanda Satapathy and Dr. Dash presented the award. Some
notable guests in attendance during the presentation of the award were respected classical
singer Mrs. Shyamamani Devi, award winning sculptor Padma Vibhuhan Raghunath
Mohapatra, and current Assistant Secretary of State for South and Central Asian Affairs Mrs.
Nisha Biswal, ministers Devi Mishra, Ashok Panda, and Guruji Chandrabhanu Satpathy.

In addition, Amrita Mohanty was honored during Indiafest on the Indian Independence Day,
held at the Capital Ground in St. Paul, Minnesota. This award is given to students who
demonstrate outstanding academic achievement and leadership within the Minnesota Indian
community. The award was sponsored and presented by Dr. S.K. Dash, his wife, Mrs. Kalpana
Dash, and US Senator Erik Paulsen. India Association of Minnesota Officers, Babu Chimata,
Hasim Khorakiwala, Amit Kachru, Sree Kamoijjala, and other members, as well as Minnesota
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senators Susan Kent and John Hoffman, State Representatives Peter Fischer, Bob Loonan, and
Yvonne Selcer were in attendance at the ceremony.

Amrita Mohanty graduated as top of her class at Woodbury High School and was one of the
distinguished speakers at the commencement ceremony. She is a two-time International
Science and Engineering Fair Finalist and recipient of multiple science accolades including the
2015 American Academy of Neurology Neuroscience Research Prize. She was a participant in
Minnesota’s All State Orchestra as a first violin and was president of her school’s National
Honor Society. Amrita will be attending Harvard University this fall.

by

Dr. S.K. Dash

7300 France Ave S. Suite 208

Edina, MN 55435

0:651-583-7281 | C: 612-325-1693
F: 952-405-6240
drdash.uaslabs@gmail.com

@%@ is proud of

Amrita Mohanty

Qbubrinag Biswal Award
ef

Acecademic Ezcellence 2075
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Dr. Amiya Mohanty

Qistinguished Odia Award

Professor Emeritus, Sociology Department Eastern Kentucky University,
Fulbright and Smith-Mundt fellowships to study in US
President of Anthropologists and Sociologists Society of Kentucky
Chairman of Anthropology and Sociology section in Kentucky Academy of Science
State Chairman of Southern Sociological Society.

Elected as President of “Bluegrass Indo-American Civic Society”, a charitable socio-

cultural organization in Kentucky
Selected as a Fulbright Specialist in Sociology

Recognized by House of representatives of the Commonwealth of Kentucky for

longstanding contribution to higher education
president of OSA in 1989-91

Attended almost all of the OSA conventions since 1975

@%@ is proud of
Dr. Amiya Mohanty
Qistinguished @dia Award
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Gayatri Joshi

Arun Das Memorial
Kalashree Award

Outstanding contribution to Odissi for last 18 years.

Promoted Odia language, Odissi and folk dances and drama.

A community leader not only in the Odia community, but also in the broader Indian community.

Actively involved in organizing cultural programs for California local artists for

OSA 1998, OSA 2005, OSA 2011 & OSA 2013.

Helped organize 2013 OSA Regional Drama Festival in California.

Co-Founder & Artistic Director of iGurukul Foundation to promote and spread

Indian language and Culture.

©®@ /s proud of
Dr. Amiya Mohanty
Arun Das Memorial Kalashree Award
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Dr. Debi Mishra

Gopabandhu Das
HMemorial Award

Sahaya - Institution for mentally handicapped in Cuttack
Institute of Orissan Culture
SCB Medical College Library — Lifetime Grant
Basundhara — 7 Year support ended 2002
Ravenshaw Collegiate School, Cuttack — Computer Centre
(Teaching 4t to 10t grades)
&
Library Renovation
Orissa Dance Academy (Guru Gangadhar Pradhan)
&
Konark Dance Festival
(To promote and preserve Orissa dance styles 1985-2006)
Kala Vikash Kendra , Cuttack
BKMM Eye Hospital, Dhenkanal — Prevention & Cure Blindness
(17000 cataracts operated, giving back the vision — Dec 2006 - Present)
Orissa Development Seminars in OSA Conventions (Last 10yrs)
Prof. Jatindra Mohanty (5grants for review publications in Odia Literature)
JOGA, Washington, DC
(For Training of Secondary School Teachers in Dhenkanal & Anugul Districts)
1st & 2nd Odissi Dance Festivals (Washington D.C.)
&

Third Odissi International Festival at Bhubaneswar, Odisha 2011
Aamara Biswas, Odisha, Mrs. Jayashree (Ranu) Mahanti
www.aamarabiswas.org — major grants
Prachi Youth Organization, Kakatpur, Odisha
(In areas of health and education in rural villages)

©®@ /s proud of
Dr. Debi Mishra
Gopabandhu Das Memorial Award
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CONFERENCE

Washington DC, USA July 1-2,2015
(@@ THE 0DISHA SOCIETY OF THE AMERICAS

U@ (LOBALODISHA

The winners of

CGlobal Odisha Gompetition

GLOBAL ODISHA COMPETITION
Dear all,
Recall that we organized several competitions under the name Global Odisha Competitions, as part

of the Global Odisha Conference.

As mentioned in

https://sites.google.com/site/odisha2k15/

we had several competitions.

Among those competitions we had reasonable success in the Dossier competition and the
Travelogue Competition. Among the Dossiers the two prize winners were judged pretty well and the
third one was also judged good. The three Travelogue finalists were judged very well. The Design

entry was so-so and the judges decided to give special recognition instead of a first prize.

We had a two-step process. The initial submissions were judged, feedback were given and finalists
were announced. Based on these the authors of finalists were asked to submit revised entries. The

revised entries were judged to decide on the final award winners.

Following are the name of the award winners and links to their entries. Please check out at least the

top 2 Dossiers and the travelogues.

@©®8 /s proud of
All Participants of
Global @disha Competition
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Dossiers:

First Prize:
Ansuman Mohapatra
and
Srikanth Padmasola, Gopalpur, Odisha
http://orissalinks.com/2015/do ssierl4.pdf
(A 64 page promotional document on Bhubaneswar)

Second Prize:
Manjusha Patnaik (New Jersey)
and
Swadesh Sundar Patnaik (Bhubaneswar)
http://orissalinks.com/2015/do ssier24.pdf
(A 40 page promotional document on Odisha)

Others (in rank order):
Pratik Mohapatra, Bhubaneswar
http://orissalinks.com/2015/ dossier23.pdf
(A 38 page promotional document on Bhubaneswar)

Srinivas Choudhry, Digapahandi
http://orissalinks.com/2015/ dossierl7.pdf
(A 36 page promotional attempt by a student on Ganjam)

Travelogues:

First Prize: Pratik Mohapatra
and
Soumya D Jena, Bhubaneswar
http://orissalinks.com/2015/ travel25.pdf
(A Travelogue on Koraput)
Other Finalists:
Pratik Mohapatra
and
Soumya D Jena, Bhubaneswar
http://orissalinks.com/2015/ travel26.pdf
(A Travelogue on Bhitarkanika)

Rakhee Ghelani, Mumbai and Australia
http://orissalinks.com/2015/ travel11.pdf
(A Travelogue on Chilika)

Design Entry (Finalist, and given recognition):
Asesh Sarkar, Soumik Ghosh and Kaushik Das,
West Bengal.
http://orissalinks.com/2015/ design19.pdf
(A design of the KIIT-Sikharchandi Street)

Chitta Baral @%@ is proud of
chitta@gmail.com All Participants of
Global Odisha Gonference
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Let's give all the contestants a big hand..

Meghana Memorial Award for Creative Writing
(Sponsored by Meghana Memorial Trust and OSA)
Junior
1st Simoni Mishra
2nd Arnav Patra
3rd Rohan Ray

Senior
1st Srujani Das
2nd Shreya Tripathi
3rd Rohan Ray

Samik Singh Kalinga Youth Enterprenureship Competition
(Sponsored by Dr. Sujoy Singh)
1st Isha Mohapatra
2nd Amar Mohanty
3rd Ranjan Pati

Subrina Biswal Award for Performing Arts
(Sponsored by Dr. Nilambar and Annapurna Biswal)
Junior
1st Shreya Singha
2nd Animesh Kar
3rd Ritwik Hota, Ritisha Dixit & Raunak Hota

Senior
1st
Sagar Mohapatra, Subrina Khuntia, Shivam Patnaik, Deepak Dalai,
Rohan Sahu, Richa Kammat. Dev Satpathy, Sauraj Mohapatra
&
Sambit Dalai

2nd
Shruti Nanda & Priyanka Nanda

3rd
Samyak Mishra & Shivank Mishra

Pramod Patnaik Inter-Chapter Drama Competition
OSA-SW Chapter (Houston)

/77

@©®8 /s proud of
All Participants of
Global Odisha Gonference
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OlCL.

Let's give all the contestants a big hand.. 11!

Odia Vocabulary Competition

1st
Devanshi Chowdhury
2nd
Shivam Patnaik
3rd
Srihaan Satpathy

Odia Speech Competition

1st
Sabrina Khuntia
2nd
Suraj Patnaik
3rd
Debanjan Chowdhury

Champu Chhanda Odissi Competition
(Sponsored by Dr. Uma and Shanti Mishra)
(all non-winning participants received cash awards as well)

Junior
1st
Sonali Senapati
2nd
Sauman Das
Sulagna Dash
3rd
Pratyay Mohapatra
Shivram Patnaik

Senior
1st
Neha Biswal
2nd
Debanjan Chowdhury
3rd

Ananya Kar @%@ is proud of

All Participants of
Global Odisha Gonference
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The Address by Dr. Bhakta Rath

O

»

Odisha Global Conference
July 1-4, 2015
National Harbor, Washington, DC

Good morning.
| wish to thank the chairman for those kind words.

| wish to recognize our visiting dignitaries from India, distinguished guests, and my fellow
Oriyas. It is indeed a grand occasion, and heartwarming, to see the large number of
participants to join, in this event. | would remind one of my good friends, that this group is
certainly larger than what you would see at the crossroads of Buxibazar in Cuttack, on a nice
day, surely much more cultured and elegantly dressed.

| wish to thank the organizers, led by Pratap Das, with many many volunteers for their
dedicated efforts, working day and night for nearly a year, to bring this convention to a
success. | wish to extend my congratulations to all of them, the “unsung heroes” of the
Odisha Society of America.

| consider my speaking to people from my own village, town and province is perhaps the
most challenging. | am reminded of a statement made by Jesus, “Truly | say to you, no
prophet is accepted in his own country”. This was said on the occasion of his rejection at
Nazareth, as stated in the bible by Matthew, Mark and John. In any event,

The other day, | was watching on TV, the Saint Patrick’s Day parade in New York. The
descendants, most of them, fourth and fifth generation Irish, parading with great pride of
their ancestry and traditions. Of course, the same could be said about Oktoberfest,
Columbus Day, the Chinese New Year and many others. They all observe their ancestral
traditions, yet very proud of being Americans. Like India, this is a highly diverse country, and
yet after many generations, following their immigrant ancestors, they have maintained their
traditions.

| am delighted to join you on this event where we, originating from the soils of our
motherland, observe this annual celebration. My only hope, is that our children,
grandchildren and their children will maintain this great tradition.

It is quite fitting and appropriate to provide a brief remembrance about the people of Odisha,
going back to the days of antiquity. It is particularly of importance, for the younger members
of this audience, to remember the great contribution of the people of Odisha. Looking at this
audience, | can safely say that all of you appear much younger to me.

With a population of about 3% of that of India, our ancestors have profoundly impacted the
Indian culture, including those in Southeast Asian countries. Throughout these ancient
periods, the superb talents of the people of Odisha, have been highly skilled mariners, and
have contributed to literature, poetry, music and dance, architecture and sculptures, and of
course, the building of magnificent temples.

QY : °§IUI- 8% : 6I6YER 90O || UTKARSA : VOLUME — 54 : SEPTEMBER-2015 3




Ok

Going back to the Epic period, Mahavahrata, Volume 1 of 7, the description of Drona, also in
Volume 1 and 7, and the Indian Encyclopedia Volume |, refer to Kalinga several times. It
describes that Prince Kalinga founded the Kingdom of Kalinga. Sruta Yudha, the King of
Kalinga, son of Varuna, had joined the Kaurava Camp along with Karna, the great hero, who
was then the head of an eastern region called Anga in the battlefields of the Kurukshetra War.
Historian Subodh Kapoor in the book titled “Introduction to Epic Philosophy” mentioned that
the King of Kalinga was given a divine mace by his father to protect him during the battle at
Kurukshetra, with the warning that, using the mace on a non-combatant would cause his own
death. In the frenzy of battle, bombarded by Arjuna’s arrows, the King made the mistake of
pointing his mace at Krishna, Arjuna’s charioteer, who was unarmed. It is said that the mace
boomeranged back and killed Srutayudha.

Coming forward, Orissa has been prominently mentioned, in the historical period, which
dates back to 260 (B.C.). This was during the reign of Emperor Ashoka. In an effort to spread
his kingdom, Ashoka reached the Gates of Kalinga, and informed the King Annantha
Padmanava to fight or flee. It is said, that in the absence of her father, the Princess took the
reins, and fought bravely with the Emperor. The bloodshed and the deaths that ensued from
both sides, led the Emperor to take a pause in remorse, while seeking refuge in a Buddhist
monastery. It is important to note that Buddhism was well established in Odisha, with
monasteries, first of its kind, in the entire East. Having deep remorse, resulting from 100,000
deaths, and many thousands being fled from the land, during his efforts to conquer Kalinga,
Ashoka, known in those times as “Beloved-of-the-gods”, King Priyadarsi, developed a strong
inclination towards Dharma. This event is detailed in a book called, The “Rock Edit No 13”
Edicts of King Ashoka, published by the Buddhist Publication Society. Incidentally, an Oriya
historian and scholar has written a book, in which he presents convincing evidence that
Buddha, being born to a small Oriya kingdom known as Kapilas.

Many scholars claim that the first King of Sinhala (Sri Lanka) had strong ties with Kalinga. The
first King of Sinhala by the name Vijaya came from a town called Simhapura, the then Capitol
of Kalinga. When Ashoka’s daughter, Sanghamitra, went to Sri Lanka, she was accompanied
by eight families from Kalinga. It is also interesting to note, that Prasad Kariyawasam, high
commissioner from Sri Lanka to India, said in his speech, “It is believed that seventy-five
percent of the Sinhala race in Sri Lanka originated from Kalinga. This strong link between the
two provinces was torn, during the period of the Moghuls, and subsequently the British.

It was known throughout India that Oriya mariners sailed not only up and down the Indian
coast but also traded throughout maritime Southeast Asia, spreading their goods, their
culture and people with whom they traded. By 400 AD, Orissa was the hub of a trade-
network stretched from the Roman Empire to China. Even today, you would see, the
unmistakable foot prints of Indian traders in the remains of an ancient port city, near Rome
called Astria Antika. Some of the ports mentioned by the geographer Ptolemy in the 2nd
century AD were Nanigaina (Puri), Katikardama (Kataka) and Kannagara (Konark). According
to the historian Dr. Bhagaban Panda, during the maritime activities of Orissa, the Bay of
Bengal was known to many as Kalingodra or Sea of Kalinga. Most of you | am sure are aware
of the annual celebration known as Bali Jatra or sometimes known as Boita Bandan festival
held in Orissa. Additionally, in later years (10t century AD) King Airlangga of Java created an
inscription, stating that the people of his kingdom came from Kaling (Kalinga).
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| am sure all of you know, based on the archaeological evidence, the classical dance-form,
known as Odissi, as the oldest surviving dance-form of India, which we plan to witness the
renditions during this gathering. The bas reliefs in the hills of Udaygiri testify to the religious
nature of this antiquity. The dance-form predominantly reflects the worship of Krishna,
which later was written in the ashtapadi’s by Jayadev. The beauty of his poetry rivals those of
Kalidas in every respect.

Chinese historians used the name Ho-ling (Kalinga) for the major kingdom of Java in the Tang
period, (600 — 900 AD) which was founded by new colonists from Orissa. Additionally, this
was further substantiated by Arab historians in the 8t century AD that the Sailendra dynasty
of Java and Cambodia, originated from Kalinga.

The culture and the architecture of Orissa flourished under the reign of Keshari and Ganga
kings. In a Sanskrit text, written by Pandit Hari Krishna Sastry, there is a mention of a king
named Utkala who invited Brahmins from the Gangetic valley, to perform a Yajna in Jaganath
Puri. The Brahmins from this Gangetic valley settled in Orissa, enriching its population mix. |
believe | am a descendant of one of them.

Most of you know that Orissa is known for its magnificent temples with spectacular
sculptures, which still stand to this day. In the words of Rabindra Nath Tagore, “here, the
language of stone surpasses the language of man”. These architectures are believed to be
the first of their kind in India and Southeast Asia.

During the ensuing years, although the people of Orissa have maintained their culture, their
traditions and values, the province has become economically deteriorated, even though, it is
still the storehouse of abundant natural resources, including rivers, forests, and a variety of
mineral resources. It is also endowed with nearly 500 km of underutilized coastline. Its
contribution to India today is grouped with the low income states such as Bihar, Bengal,
Rajashtan, Madhya Pradesh, and Uttar Pradesh. Nature’s blessing of rivers, contributes to
floods, loss of life and property; the precious trees are mercilessly cut and sold, leading to soil
denudation; mineral resources are mined and shipped to foreign countries in the darkness of
night.

Although we are proud to hail from the province of Odisha, we stand together as a part of the
Aryan race in the subcontinent of India. As distinguished progenies of our ancestors, with
nostalgic sentiments, reflecting our childhood memories, we speak highly about our people
and our history.

However, it is important to recognize, what others have said about us. In that context, |
would urge all of you to read a book written by a young Englishman, A. L. Basham (1954)
titled “The wonder that was India”, a survey of the culture of India before the coming of the
Muslims. As a hobbyist of history, | have read several journals written by English authors
particularly to understand the events during the soldier’s mutiny and the skirmish in Bengal
known as the “Black Hole of Calcutta”. While these journals provide detailed descriptions of
the events, they did not impress me as a balanced description.
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Speaking of American authors and poets, we all know the influence of Indian theologies on
the life and works of the great Henry David Thoreau and Walt Whitman. However, it is little
known about the extensive travelogue of a well-known American humorist and author during
late 19t century. We all know about Mark Twain’s great works known as Huckleberry Finn,
The Adventures of Tom Sawyer, and Innocents Abroad. During 1896, Mark Twain traveled
extensively in the west coast and northern India and documented his impressions. Some of
the excerpts include:

“In religion, all other countries are paupers. India is the only millionaire.”

“Land of dreams and romance, of fabulous wealth and fabulous poverty, a country of a
hundred nations and a hundred tongues, a thousand religions and a million gods, the cradle
of human race, birthplace of human speech,”

“Mother of history, grandmother of legends, great grandmother of traditions, whose
yesterdays bear date with the moldering antiquities of the rest of the nations”

“its marvels are its own. The patent cannot be infringed. Imitations are not possible.”

“In other countries, a long wait at the train station is dull and tedious, but one has no right to
have that feeling in India. You have the monster crowd of natives, the stir, the bustle, the
confusion, the shifting of splendor of the costumes — dear me, the delight of it, the charm of
it are beyond speech.” (Remember, this was 1896.),

And lastly,

An eloquent summary of his 3 months tour of India he wrote “nothing has been left undone
either by man or nature to make India the most extraordinary country that the sun visits on is
rounds. Nothing seems to have been forgotten, nothing overlooked.”

Mark Twain’s extensive travelogues of India are rewritten and published by K. Mutalik called
“Mark Twain in India”.

| hope, | have shared with you some of my thoughts, based on mythological and historical
documents, about the ancestors of the land we come from, and the impressions of outsiders
about Kalinga, Utkala, now known as Orissa.

Above all, we are proud to stand in unity, as Indians. Indeed we are fortunate to call
ourselves as Americans, not “hyphenated Americans” with our new homes in the United
States, for our children and grandchildren. We are especially fortunate to meld, our ancestral
values and traditions with those of this country, where the immortal ideas and ideals of
Franklin, Washington, Jefferson, Adams and Lincoln and others, are not only inscribed in
stones for all to see in the monuments in Washington, but are practiced in civilian life, along
with adopting the great visions and guidelines, established by the founders of this land. As
an example, one of the virtues of this society is “philanthropy”. A person of modest means
donates somewhere between 7 and 10 % of his earnings to several of the 25,000 charitable
institutions. A virtue worth adopting.

It is often said by the Indian policy makers that the economic, and societal growth in India is
stifled by a brain drain. Of course, we should realize that, although you are indeed, one in a
million, there are at least 1300 people in India just like you. India has more honors kids than
America has kids, and, during this last 15 or so minutes, 200 babies were born in the US
compared to 1200 babies born in India.
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We Oriyas, and indeed most Indians, did not choose to come to this country because our
farms were not producing potatoes, nor were threatened by oppressive dictators, or
persecuted for our religious beliefs. Most of us came here for better education and learning,
and to pursue our dreams in the professions of our choice, without any prejudice or
bureaucracy, to work hard and to reach the heights of our chosen fields of endeavor,
evaluated only by our hard work, productivity and performances.

In conclusion, | wish to leave you with the following thoughts. “Work to utilize your fullest
potential, as if you don’t care for the money; love all you come across in your life as if you
have never been hurt; and look upon each day as if it is heaven on earth.”

Thank you and have a great conference.

B. B. Rath

Quotes:

Laws made by common consent must not be trampled on by individuals.
-George Washington

I'm a great believer in luck, and I find the harder | work the more | have of it.
-Thomas Jefferson
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46™ ANNUAL CONVENTION REPORT
JNAN DASH

“So many people (almost 2000), so many events, so much to see and hear!”

That was the 46th. annual convention of OSA this past weekend in Washington DC at the
luxurious Gaylord Resort on the National Harbor. The best part is to meet friends from all
over USA and Canada at one place. | saw friends from all over the USA and Canada. Here are

some highlights:

Amazing Odisha

A musical dance production depicting the heritage of Odisha, its festivals, culture, and art.
Composed and directed by Aruna Mohanty, this included many second generation dancers.
Our California kids like Shivani and Shalini Patnaik were part of the team. It was presented at
the Kennedy Center on July 1st., then a repeat performance was done at the convention site

onJuly 2nd.

Tala Badya Kacheri

A group of drum players (mrudanga, dhola, tabla, khanjani, etc.) numbering 10 came from
Odisha. The leader was Dhaneswar Swain. Their performance was mesmerizing! | have never
seen anything like this. The unique rhythms of Odisha, played at various festivals including

ratha yatra.

Sand Arts by Sudarshan Patnaik.
He created magic out of sand - Lord Jagannath for Naba Kalebara..just amazing! The famous

sculptor Raghunath Mohapatra was there also.

Vaibhav Mohanty

A 16 year old child prodigy who composes western classical music. He just graduated from
high school and heading for Harvard University. His compositions have been played by
50member orchestra at the Grand Ole Opry, Nashville. He specially composed this piece

based on Odia raga Bajrakanti - check this out
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Singers from Odisha

Shyamamani Patnaik, Guru Ramahari Das, Debasish Mohapatra, Antara Chakrabarty, ...

Odia Film Festival
| only saw one movie called Krantidhara. But actors Anubhav Mohanty and actress wife

Barsha Priyadarshini were there. Several films were shown over two days.

A combined dance performance by three gurus
Sujata Mohapatra, Meera Das, and Aruna Mohanty depicting three women - Shabari, Meera,

and Sita was of high quality.

Odia poetry session was excellent.

A forum on seniors was done well.

A guided meditation by Art of living teacher was also done.
Early morning bhajans started at 7am.

The women's forum was well attended.

Several other seminars on health, financial planning, education,...

- Plenty of drama competition by chapters.

There were competition for kids on speech, writing, etc.
Overall it was an immersive 3 days for everyone.

Next year, the venue shifts to Boston.

By

Jnan Dash

Jnan.dash@att.net
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@®Q First Seniors’ Forum at 46t" OSA Convention
Joy Gopal Mohanty
Elkridge, Maryland

| had the privilege and opportunity to organize OSA’s first seniors’ Forum on July 4th, 2015 at
our 46t OSA convention held at Gaylord National hotel in Maryland. According to the
feedback from the attendees, it was quite successful and well received among OSA senior
attendees. Irrespective of overlapping programs, there were more than 40 participants from
far and wide (VA, WA, CA, KY, NJ, SC, MA, KS, PA, MD, OR, TN, NY, OH, UK and Odisha as well)

and seats were full.

vy

About the speakers

There were six speakers, who presented on their own selected topics of interest to seniors.
Dr. Amiya Mohanty from Kentuky, started the Forum with his presentation. He was a past
OSA President and has been with OSA for many years. For those of you, who do not know
his academic credentials, he came to the U.S. a long time back with prestigious Fulbright and
Smith-Mundt Fellowships, earned his doctoral degree in Sociology from Florida State
University, and then joined the Eastern Kentucky University as a faculty in 1969. Since then,
he has been involved in teaching and research there, rose to full Professorship, got retired
and now a Professor Emeritus as well as an adjunct Professor there. Recently, he has been
selected as a Fulbright Specialist in Sociology by the Fulbright Foreign Scholarship Board.
With this role, he has already served the Universiti Putra Malaysia as a Fulbright Specialist in
Sociology for a couple of months in 2014. Other than his academic activity, he has been very
active in his community in Eastern Kentucky. It is also a pleasure to note that Amiya Babu
was awarded to be the “Distinguished Odia” of the OSA community for 2015, the same day
(July 4th, 2015) at the convention.
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The next speaker was Dr. Nrusingha Mishra from Maryland, a bio-medical research scientist
trained in medical chemistry. Since 1991, he has been living in the Washington DC area
working in a biotechnology company and Federal Government. He has been actively
managing a number of federal government research projects in academia and industry. In
his spare time, he enjoys to participate in acting, helping others, Facebook and other social

activities.

After Dr. Mishra, we selected a younger person (not a senior), Dr. Ayasakanta Rout, to speak
as he is in academia working in the field of Audiology that is of interest to seniors. He is an
Associate Professor and Director of Audiology and Director, Hearing Aid Research Laboratory

at James Madison University in Virginia.

After Dr. Rout, we had the privilege of listening to Dr. Pramod Kumar Mohanty, a nationally
recognized cardiologist in the field of Heart Failure/Transplant, a tenured Professor and
currently a Professor Emeritus of Medicine at Virginia Commonwealth University/Medical
College of Virginia. He is considered as an accomplished clinician, clinical investigator,
clinical educator with a record of excellence in Veterans and Academic Health care services,
while being involved with community service, service to the department and the university

at large. He has nearly 200 publications in clinical research in his field.

Then we listened to Mr. Bidyut Kumar Rath from Los Angeles, a structural Engineer. He has
a lot of experience in the field of structural engineering starting with computer modelling to
actual fieldwork. Other than his professional work, he has been involved in small way in

helping young children in India to get better education and better career.

Finally, we had an invited guest, Mr. Raj Bhansaly, a Senior Account Executive from MetLife
Financial Group of the Mid-Atlantic stationed in Maryland, to speak to us on “Long Term

Care, Life

Insurance and the Challenges of Retired Life”. He spoke on how to optimize the benefits in
the present volatile environment of our finances. He then briefly touched upon finances at

retirement and how to leave a legacy to the next generation.
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In the following, | have attempted to put summaries of the presentations written by the first

Summaries of five presentations

five speakers themselves, for readers, who were unable to attend, may get the synopsis and
get informed.
1. OUR GOLDEN YEARS: Problems, Challenges and Prospects:
By Dr. Amiya K. Mohanty,
Professor Emeritus, Department of Sociology, Eastern Kentucky University

Growing number of older Americans

Populations are ageing everywhere in the world. The growth and change of America’s older
population, 65 and above rank among the most important demographic developments of
the 20t century. Declining fertility, better health care and consequently declining mortality
and longer lives have transformed the elderly population from a small component to a

significant part of the U.S. Population.

According to the statistics of Population Reference Bureau, in 1995 almost 34 million
Americans had lived past their 65t birthday, accounting for one in eight Americans (12.8%).
The population age 65 and older quadrupled during the first half of the 20t century, from
3.1 million in 1900 to about 12.4 million in 1950. This increasing pace of growth for the
elderly slowed down during 2010 to 2012 because of declining fertility in the period of
Depression. After the first baby-boomers turned 65 in 2011, the elderly group would
continue to increase again. By the middle of the 215t century, there will be 80 million people

aged 65 or older, roughly being one in five Americans (20.4%).

Challenges of Ageing Society in America

Social Scientists, particularly the Gerontologists who deal exclusively with the issue of ageing
are concerned with the economic, political, psychological and sociological dimensions of the
process of Ageing. One obvious impact of large ageing population in America that is about
80 million or more than one in five in the middle of the 215t century raises a very compelling
challenge for the Federal Government today, as regards how to pay for Social Security when

nearly 20 percent of the population will be eligible for benefits. It goes without saying that
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there will be significant challenges in the areas of broad social structures, social institution,
inter-personal relationships and even in the social values. Since the subject is vast and the
issues are too many, we are limiting our selective discussion about the possible Socio-
Psychological challenges that an elderly individual may face and the prospects for the

individuals to resolve them.

The most common emotional problems an elderly individual would encounter may be based

on adverse life situation. As Dr. Butler mentions, they may be:

Environmental extrinsic factors such as personal losses or gains like, marital partners
(widowhood), friends and children. Social forces (Losses or gains), such as status, prestige,

social groups other than family.

Socio-economic adversities: income drop, inflation, unwanted or arbitrary retirement

policies, cultural devaluation of older persons such as prejudice against elderly persons.

Intrinsic Factors:
Nature of Personality: Character structure, integrative mechanism, Physical Diseases, such as
diseases of organ system, dementia, disease of central nervous system. Age specific changes

such as sexual problems, guilt, loneliness, depression, anxiety etc.

Besides examining the various social-situational factors, we must also examine the
importance of individual psychological factors in order to meet the challenges of Ageing.
Socially speaking, today in the United States, living long is an accepted value in our culture.
The culture, which guides us with respect to various decisions we make in our life, should
also reinforce the value of longevity in the children from their period of early socialization.
Right from the beginning of socialization, the children as well as adults should be taught to
forget the negative stereotypes regarding the elderly. Another important factor is the
people’s attitudes towards retirement. All efforts must be made to create a positive attitude
towards retirement. In fact, from the beginning of occupational career, one has to develop a

game plan and follow it carefully. If one cannot make a meaningful game plan, the life will
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be devastated. The method of implementing the plan would involve investing in education,

skill and other human capital.

Recently a number of studies indicate that increasing one’s social contacts and extending
relationships are very functional from the point of view of life satisfaction and pleasure.
Other factors related to personal happiness and pleasure are: taking trips, travel to visit
friends and relatives and go on cruises. More important factors of life satisfaction and
pleasure are the relationships people have with their families and friends that really sustain
them in their later years. Surveys also indicate that those retirees, who are happy, do spend
more time simply enjoying their adult children and grandchildren than they do on any other
activity. To further these relationships, many retirees are staying close to family and friends

instead of migrating to sunny retirement communities.

Other factors associated with life satisfaction and pleasure is daily exercise, active habits,

eating better, losing weight if overweight, meditation, yoga and pranayama etc.

Challenges for the future

The 20t century has witnessed remarkable growth and change in America’s older population.
Recently the momentum of 60s and 70s, have slowed down. But, the next century that is 215t
century, will see a new explosion of population ageing, as the members of America’s giant

baby boom generation of 1960’s will enter their older years.

Today’s generation of elders has taught us that the older years can be both the best and
worst of times in an individual’s life. Beyond the increasing numbers of older people, three
other powerful Socio-Demographic factors will influence the future course of America’s older
population. They are: a) the increasing racial and ethnic diversity of population. b) Changing
family patterns and socio-cultural values, for example from the extended family to nuclear
type. c) Extensions of average life expectancy would bring about mix of needs and service
requirements.

Further, America’s changing family patterns, particularly the trends to smaller Nuclear family

size, childlessness, divorce etc. Il mean that today’s middle age adults will have fewer family
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resources to draw upon during times of need in their older years. Thus, non-family assistance
services most likely in the form of formal service providers, will be needed to fill this future
service gap. Finally, the question is how much further life expectancy can be extended? This
raises important public policy implications — such as social security costs, private pension
programs, Medicare and Medicaid programs etc. Thus, a successful planning for a
forthcoming ageing society is a challenge, for the present generation as well as for the

generations to come.

2. “FORGETFULNESS”
by
Dr. Nrusingha Mishra from Maryland

In the Seniors’ Forum on July 4, 2015, | decided to speak on a topic that may be of interest to

senior OSA members.

| started out describing my recent friendship with forgetfulness. It all started out with small
things like displacing cell phone, eyeglasses, keys, name of the author, and plot of a movie to
more serious things like forgetting my medicine bag at the airport, switching the same

colored medicines without any discernment.

| did not mean to create fear or depression with my bad news amongst the audience. We
need to remind ourselves that as we grow older, these facts are natural and part of ageing.
Forgetfulness helps us to keep the slate clean, let go things, words, and people bothering our
own minds. The person, who is the first to forget, is the happiest as he or she is constantly

living with the present.

Memory loss may be due to a combination of factors, scientists are trying to understand, e.g.,
antidepressants, anti-anxiety medications, alcohol, tobacco or drug use, smoking, sleep
deprivation, stress, nutritional deficiency, stroke, dementia and hearing loss. Recent studies
indicate that women tend to do worse on memory impairment than men. Neuro-imaging
studies show how much of a protein called beta-amyloid gets deposited in the brains of a

variety of men and women. The level of amyloid plaques in the brain can help indicate who is
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at risk for Alzheimer’s disease before symptoms ever appear.

It is interesting to note that two-thirds of the adults over the age of 70 suffer from the loss of
hearing. Loss of hearing can be due to dysfunctional cochlea, the part of the inner ear that
converts a complex sound to a precise signal that goes to the brain for decoding. In fact,
there is a mechanism in the brain affecting both hearing and brain cognitive functions.
Therefore, loss of hearing may facilitate memory loss, and make personal interaction very

difficult.

3. DIGITAL HEARING AIDS:
Everything you wanted to know but were afraid to ask:
By Dr. Ayasakanta Rout,
Associate Professor and Director of Audiology & Hearing Aid Research Laboratory,

James Madison University, Harrisonburg, VA 22807; Email: routax@jmu.edu

The National Institute of Deafness and other Communication Disorders reports that
approximately 36 million adults in the United States report having some degree of hearing
loss. Several factors are attributed to hearing loss including ageing, exposure to loud noise,
and medication that are known to be toxic to the inner ear. When the inner ear is damaged, it
results in irreversible hearing loss. Individuals with hearing loss not only have trouble hearing
soft sounds but also they find it uncomfortable to hear loud sounds. Additionally,

communication in noisy environments and over the telephone becomes difficult.

At present, there is no medical treatment available to restore damaged hearing to normal
level. Hearing aids are currently the best available option for improving the communication
ability of individuals with hearing loss. It is well established that hearing aids improve
communication abilities in a variety of listening situations. On the contrary, it is reported that
only four out of every five people who could potentially benefit from hearing aids, don’t
purchase them. Most commonly reported reasons for such a low acceptance rate are the
high cost of hearing aids, difficulty listening in noisy environments, and the associated stigma.
In this report, an attempt is made to address the most commonly asked questions about

hearing aids.
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1. Are today’s hearing aids any better than what they used to be ten years ago? Yes. Modern
digital hearing aids are discrete, more powerful, durable, and water resistant. The sound

guality of modern hearing aids is much clearer than what we had ten years ago.

2. Are there any differences between hearing aids from different manufacturers? Yes.
Currently there are seven major and several smaller manufacturers selling hearing aids in the
United States. Every manufacturer has a different philosophy in designing its hearing aids.
Additionally, there are differences in signal processing features (e.g. noise reduction ability,
speech enhancement etc.) among manufacturers. It is important for a patient to try out
different hearing aids before purchasing. All hearing aid manufacturers provide a trial period
(typically 30 days) for the hearing aid user to make sure they are benefiting from the hearing

aids before purchasing.

3. Are the low cost hearing enhancement devices any good? Not at all. One quick search on
the Internet will result in multitude of hearing enhancement devices for under $100 each.
These devices are not hearing aids. They are basic amplifiers without any advanced features
necessary to appropriately customize for an individual’s hearing loss. They also often shipped
in the mail without any guidance from a qualified professional.

4. Why are hearing aids so expensive? Hearing aids are miniature advanced electronic devices
that require high cost of research and development.

5. What about buying hearing aids from big box stores? Big box stores such as Costco sell
hearing aids at a cheaper price comparable to an Audiologist or ENT office. However, most
big box retailers do not have Audiologists at their hearing aid centers for programming and
follow up care. Instead, they employ hearing aid dispensers to sell hearing aids.

6. So, where is the best place to buy a hearing aid? A good audiologist is often the best
person to make a difference between a satisfied and an unsatisfied hearing aid user. The
audiologist uses advanced tests to determine the nature of the hearing loss and its impact on
the person’s life. Based on these results the audiologist can recommend the most

appropriate hearing aids. The American Academy of Audiology (www.audiology.org) and the

American Speech Language Hearing Association (www.asha.org/proserv) maintain searchable

directory of certified audiologists. One can also look up audiologists in each state through the

state licensing board.
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@® Q 4.“HEART SONGS: DO THE TUNE CHANGE WITH AGEING”
by Dr. Pramod K. Mohanty,
Professor Emeritus of Medicine,
Virginia Commonwealth University Health Sciences,

Richmond, VA. 23298

Ageing is a factor well known to influence shuttle structural and functional changes in
cardiovascular system — the heart, blood vessels, and blood cells.

Old age is commonly considered to begin at the age of 65-70 years. Currently in US, 13% of
the population (~39 million) is seniors and expected to grow to 20% (72 million) by year
2030. Increasing numbers of seniors are ageing successfully due to major advances in medical
care particularly cardiovascular and diabetes, intimately linked to coronary artery disease. A
combination of three different criteria determines old age. The chronological age,
physiological age with or without diseases which commonly affect seniors and the level of

mental ability?

AGE RELATED STRUCTURAL CHANGES:

The structural changes in heart and blood vessels consist of: (a) increasing stiffness in heart
muscles and reduced capability of the heart-pump to pump blood effectively and efficiently,
(b) a slight increase in the size of the heart chambers, (c) heart valves that controls blood
flow also manifests increase in thickness /stiffness.

Blood flow across the heart valves along with timed opening and closing of the valves create
heart sounds — known as HEART SONGS. Ageing-related structural and functional changes can
cause abnormal heart sounds known as heart murmurs. Thus, the tune of the heart songs

change with ageing not necessarily associated with any disease of heart/blood vessels.

PHYSIOLOGICAL CHANGES IN HEART WITH AGEING:

Slower heart rate occurs as a result of changes in natural pacemaker system that controls the
heartbeat. Age related loss of cell, fibrous tissue and deposits of ageing pigment (Lipofuscin).
Thus, slightly slower heart rate is not uncommon in seniors. Reduced responsiveness of the
heart to exercise is an important effect of ageing related to impaired strength of contraction

in response to exercise. Aorta — the biggest artery that propels blood out of the heart often
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shows age-related increased stiffness, reduced flexibility and may result in a spike in overall
blood pressure (Systolic hypertension). Baroreceptors located in arterial system keeps an eye
on the overall blood pressure (BP) and makes adjustments whenever needed. Impaired
sensitivity of baroreceptors with ageing sometimes fails to make appropriate adjustments to
maintain BP during exercise and quick positional changes. Thus orthostatic hypotension (low
BP) is common in seniors and may explain higher incidence of falls and fall-related injuries in
seniors. Age- related changes in blood volume; decrease in quantity of Red Blood Cells (RBC)
may cause lower hemoglobin concentration (Anemia). Similarly, White Blood Cells (WBC) may
show a relative reduction in certain types of WBC such as Lymphocytes that controls immune
function and susceptibility to infection. Seniors may be more susceptible to infection due to

age related impaired immunity.

Taken together, structural and functional changes associated with ageing can be favorably
modified by adopting life style changes through regular exercise, prudent diet, and stress
management, cessation of smoking, and avoiding excessive alcohol intake. Medication can
help in controlling blood pressure and body cholesterol. Regular physical activities along with
heart healthy diet preserve cardiovascular fitness and potentially can prevent onset of heart
diseases and hypertension in seniors. The importance of physical activities and ageing is
nicely highlighted by the following quote by George Bernard Shaw. “We don’t stop playing

because we grow old.

We grow old because we stop playing”. Seniors, who practice healthy life style including
moderate level of exercise, benefit from reduced body fat, suffer from less BP related
complications; tend to suffer less from heart disease and complications due to diabetes in

comparison to seniors with sedentary life style.

In summary, based on the observations presented, the normal “Heart” songs do change its
tune due to age related structural and physiologic changes with ageing. Practicing healthy life
style has the potential to minimize/prevent the adverse consequences of heart disease, high

blood pressure and diabetes.
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5. “I DID IT MY WAY”
by
Bidyut K. Rath

Los Angeles, CA

| volunteered to give a presentation in the Seniors’ Forum at the 46t OSA Convention and |
thank Dr. Mohanty for giving me an opportunity to speak. Life is a journey and many of you
including me might live differently, if we have to do it again. Therefore, | decided to name my

talk as “I did it my Way” while quoting from Frank Sinatra’s rendition.

Several years back, | came to USA to do my Master’s Degree in Civil Engineering (with
Structural Engineering major), from Worcester Polytechnic Institute, Worcester,
Massachusetts and then stayed on. | had the American Dream to have a prosperous Family-
life and career. Unfortunately, it has not worked out the way | was hoping. For a Structural
Engineer, the employment is based on the Construction in the free enterprise economy.
Therefore, | suffered instability in my career many a time. On the positive side, | got
experience in many diversified areas of structural engineering, such as Nuclear,
Petrochemical, Aerospace, Building Structures (high-rise and low rise buildings), Off-shore
Structures, and Rapid Transit projects etc. | am a Registered Professional Structural Engineer
in the State of California and Texas. In addition, | have been honored as a Fellow, and a Life

Member of the American Society of Civil Engineers (ASCE).

| would like to share one of my experiences that strike me even now. During 1969, | was
employed as a Structural Engineer in Boston, Massachusetts. One Saturday afternoon | was
shopping for some good shoes in the Cambridge, an adjoining City of Boston in
Massachusetts, where | was living at the time. The store salesman approached me and he
was not in a mood to sell; he just wanted to talk to me. He politely asked, if | am from India
and my response was yes. He added that this country, “USA” has survived due to India and
we Americans are grateful to India and Mahatma Gandhi. Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. used
nonviolent method to achieve the Civil Rights in America emulating Mahatma Gandhi who

applied nonviolent principle to free India.
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Had Dr. King not used nonviolent principle to achieve Civil Rights movement,
America would have been torn apart. Dr. King visited India during 1950’s to
learn nonviolent way of demonstration from some freedom fighters of India
including the then Prime Minister of India Mr. Nehru. | am still humbled by the
statement of the salesman. | remind myself and also to elevate the point that
we Indian-Americans and Indians in general are indebted to the sacrifice of the
leaders of India leading to the achievement of her independence. Due to their

sacrifice, we are well respected in USA. And India is also well regarded in USA.

The conferences like; OSA Convention and Global Odisha Conference have
created a bridge between Odias around the world; for business, cultural, social,
and political networking for human development. Here by inviting some of
those elected (ministers, MLA, etc.), and administrative (IAS, IPS, etc.) officers
from Odisha or India, we must remind them that they must take steps to
eradicate corruption and greed in the Government of all levels. In this context, |
remember Mr. Amitendu Palit, who rightly said in 2014, in China Daily,! “As an
economic phenomenon, corruption can be termed a "silent killer". High
corruption prevents investments from utilizing their full potential. ....Corruption
drains public savings and reduces resources that could have been used for

creating more public goods...”

So far, | strongly believe that Indian Americans will not be well respected in
comparison to European Americans, Japanese Americans, and even Chinese
Americans, if India is not developed and modernized in par with Europe, Japan,
or China. | have experienced in my work place in Engineering field that if a
managerial position opens up in a large corporation or in an oil company in

Texas, often they would recruit somebody from England, and ignore Indian
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Americans even though they are USA educated and are employed in the same corporation.

Therefore, in a very small way or in the large scale we should be a catalyst for the
development of India. Small way, we can support education for some disadvantaged children
for their primary education and nutritional needs. Of course, for the large way the
possibilities are endless. | am sure many of us are doing something for India, and that is
remarkable, and kudos to them. Retired professionals can help many universities in Odisha
to establish and develop existing facilities in Doctoral and Post-Doctoral program in
Engineering, Science, Mathematics, Computer Science, Liberal Arts, Medicine, and Surgery,
etc. Indian Americans have achieved a great deal of success in their field in United States and
they are the most prosperous ethnic group in USA. However, we should not just be
complacent of our success at this time. We must constantly protect our community and

work towards better India-USA relationship.

We should take examples from the Jewish Americans, who are irrevocably committed for a
better and stronger Israel and United States relationship in all phases: socially, culturally,
politically, and militarily. Thus, we should be committed to develop similar relationship
between India and Unites States, and protect the interest of India just like the Jewish
Americans protecting the interest of Israel. There should be a hue and cry in the US Congress
if somebody makes a derogatory statement in public against India and Indians. That can be
easily achievable if, Indian Americans, and people in the Indian Government be honest, abide
by the law of land, should be free from graft, greed, and violence. It is perfectly acceptable to
be a Good American and support India. And, Indian Americans should also learn from African

Americans how to be politically involved in the fabric of USA political system.

We must think about our children, their children, and next generations, how they can protect
rights of Indian Americans. In this context, let us not forget the plights of the citizens of Fiji,
Guyana, and Uganda (to name a few countries) people of Indian origin. We should learn from
the history and its exigency to protect the Human Rights of Indian Americans in present and

future for generations by creating a legacy through the political system.
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Indian Americans should participate in professional and civic societies to serve
their professions as well as local communities such as Lions Club, Rotary Club,
and Toastmasters International Club, which are good examples. | have gained a
great deal of self-confidence, learned a lot of organizational skills, and
parliamentary skills through Toastmasters International Club. American
Association of Physicians of Indian Origin (AAPIO) is a highly successful and
vibrant organization. Other professionals and groups should learn from the
AAPIO, and emulate AAPIO to create and revive organizations of their

professions.

Therefore, | emphasize that ladies, and gentlemen of this group of senior OSA
members should not think that they have concluded their work in life. Rather,
they should think about the experiences that they have accumulated to pass on
to others to build a better society, country, and world, in the threshold of
ensuring survival of our Planet.

The trilogy of this synopsis is to bring God into our lives, and love for others
shall be fulfilling to our lives at present, in future, and for eternity (after our

lifetime).

1 http://www.chinadaily.com.cn/opinion/esoutlook2015/2014-2/22/content 19137384.htm

Group Discussion

Finally, we had a group discussion after all the presentations were over on the
topic, “How we will live our senior years, in isolation's or be in communities
we get the support we need”. Mrs. Nirmala Dash from Washington State was
the moderator for the discussion. There were several ideas suggested by a
number of participants in the audience. However, one answer seemed to be

favorable to most. As we know, unlike in India, it is not suitable to move in with
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our child(ren) after we retire in USA. However, if it is possible, you can move to your
son/daughter’s town of residence, purchase a house near to them and live
independently. This way, your child(ren) will have their independence and you will have
yours and in case of need, you can be of help to them as well as they can be of help to
you. Unfortunately, for some seniors, this answer may not be suitable. Therefore, it will

remain an open-ended question for future discussion.

Feedback on this discussion through email after the Convention

After the convention was over, a few of the Seniors Forum attendees communicated with me

via email about their follow up thoughts on the issue of our discussion.

1. Shri Nityananda Mishra

Hopkinton, MA wrote;

“We are aware that this problem of isolation will get worse as more and more first generation
immigrant Odia(s) get older and face the unfortunate situation of living alone! However,

options for living alone is possible in two different ways.

A. Live independently, but near to one of the children. My wife had said that moving in with
the children is really NOT an option as long as we can function in a home setting,
independently. Afterwards, if anyone is unable to live by themselves, move to an assisted

living place may be warranted.

B. Many of our friends are creating a 'basti' or a small senior colony in different places of USA.
Basically; one can live in a community of other Odia(s). This idea does have merit since we

can draw upon our friends, relatives and neighbors.

Thank you for organizing this forum. We are thinking to continue to discuss this issue during

our next OSA convention (2016) that we are organizing in Boston.”
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Shri Akhileswar Patel.

New Jersey wrote;

“| attended July 4th convention just after completing the closing of my purchase of a town-
home in Cary N.C. It is close to the home of my eldest daughter. | am surprised to find that
this was the consensus in the discussion as an outcome in the meeting though | was there

but left to Art of Living Session.

As an alternative, | may suggest to buy Long Term Care Insurance for the seniors those who
are reasonably in good health, no diabetics and disability and so on. Please shop around.

There are carriers who might accommodate in underwritings.

The other choice will be some entrepreneur’s plan (I may love to participate) with
contributions from the prospective tenants to create an Odhia Seniors’ Accommodation

Center for the benefit of all.”

Shri Kaushik Mohanty
Herndon, VA

“Hello Mr. Mohanty, | thought the favorable answer to most, like you have stated, seems

ideal to me. However, | have a few thoughts:

A. Unless retirement planning has been done really well and seniors could afford to live
lavishly, we should consider suggesting smaller homes with lesser maintenance
overheads and costs... smaller yards... perhaps an apartment in a complex with modern
amenities (gym/pool) or a town-home being cognizant to steps etc...

B. If they have two kids in two locations they could have a similar set up in another location
if their budget permits and some kind of property management that could offer to keep
up the apartment/town-home via Airbnb so that the accommodation is available when

they need and there is revenue generation when they do not.
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Not sure if homes for the elderly/old-age is an option but could lend a sense of belongingness
and engagement beyond immediate family members and may be affordable. Compromise

would be on the space aspect.

Lastly, if it is for a single ageing parent, the need for a nuclear setup may not be as much as
their engagement with their children even if it is once or twice in a day over meals and/or for
kids'/household errands. Perhaps, carving out a separate area in the house very well like a
bedroom in the walkout basement, with an attached back and living area with TV etc, may

not be a bad idea...

Thank you for bringing up such a pertinent subject.”
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@@ Q OSA Convention at Washington D.C.
Sushant Satpathy

Dear Friends,

It was great to see that OSA convention at Washington DC could bring in more than 500
families together over the July 4t weekend. | believe the richness of the content, the
venue, and the effort put together by DC chapter volunteers created a memory
for everyone who attended this event. The program schedule was full of interesting
programs and one was puzzled for a while trying to decide which one to attend with all
these parallel events. It was a great opportunity to meet many friends and make new

friends also. | feel sorry that | missed out on meeting quite a few people | wanted to meet.

Besides the high quality cultural programs that our families put together it was such a great
opportunity to see many venerated invited artists and guests from Odisha and to interact
with them closely. Going into this convention, there was a great expectation from all
around about the event at DC, and | must say DC chapter did it well. The hard work and
commitment showed in every aspect of the convention. | would like to congratulate all the

volunteers for making this event successful and raising the bar.

Other than cultural programs, the convention anchored some of the important seminars
and workshops the takeaways from these events should not be only for the scope of the
convention, rather we must create a plan and work on it and reflect all around. On day one
of the convention | was impressed as the breadth and depth of the discussion that took
place in the education seminar. The panel of guests included eminent personalities like
Prof. Damodar Acharya, Dr. Swadhin Pattnaik, Dr. Mahendra Satpathy and Odisha's Mass
Education minister Mr. Devi Mishra along with many well-known educationists from US

and Canada.

On the second day the seminars on the tourism track represented a great future of the
Odisha tourism and work to promote our culture. Guru Ramahari Das's presentation on
Odissi music was informative and appreciated by all present. Mr. Ashok Panda, Minister for
Tourism and Culture of Govt of Odisha participated in couple of segments of these

sessions.
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Unfortunately with parallel events, | could not attend seminars under other tracks |
wanted to join. | am sure we will receive the details from these tracks and actionable

items from all these discussions.

The Library seminar was very informative and the most relevant reasons to develop
libraries as community centers in both urban and rural areas were discussed. Both Mr.
Ashok Panda and Mr. Devi Mishra were part of the panel discussion.

It was encouraging to witness the enthusiasm of young children in participating in Odia
vocabulary competition. It is indeed an amazing feat to know that each one of them had
learned 300 words and those are not familiar to them in day to day life. Undoubtedly they

are all winners.

“Bara Masa Tera Jatra” by the hosts took us 20 years back down the memory lane to 1996
DC Convention. Cultural programs such as Amazing Odisha, performances by Tala Badya
Kacheri, the great trio of Odissi dance, Shrimati Shymamani Devi, Shri Ramahari Das, Shri
Dhaneswar Swain made this convention unforgettable. Antara Chakravarty, Debasish
Mahapatra and Krishna Beura also had performances. Each one of them would have liked
some more time on the stage. It was great to meet world known Shri Sudarsan Patnaik
and Shri Raghunath Mohapatra. Also various competitions such as Pramode Patnaik
interchapter drama, Subrina Biswal performing arts, and Chhanda Champu Odissi etc
brought the best of the talents out of the community. | can’t wait for the DVDs to come

and watch the ones | missed.

| would like to take a moment to cheer for the unsung heroes of the event, most of whom
missed enjoying the shows as they were busy hosting them. The size of the attendance
and the volume and quality of programs, shows the effort and commitment of the
volunteers. If there are any suggestions to make this event any better, if anybody has
suggestions, lets use that as advise for the next convention. | sincerely thank our friends of
DC for their friendship and hospitality. Hope to see you all in Boston in 2016!

Kind regards,

Sushant Satpathy

Naperville, IL
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THE TOURISM AND PROMOTION TRACK
Chitta Baral

The Tourism and Promotion track at the Global Odisha Conference (GOC) held during July
1-2 undertook discussion on several important aspects related to Tourism and Promotion

of Odisha and set the foundation on several initiatives.

Global Odisha Competitions:

The Tourism and Promotion track had initiated its activities months before by announcing
and advertising Global Odisha Competitions in several categories: Promotional Dossiers,
Travelogues and Street Designs. The initial submissions were reviewed by experts,
feedback was given, finalists were announced and the finalist’s revised submissions were
received, reviewed and ranked; all before the start of the Global Odisha Conference on

July 1. The winners were discussed and announced on July 2.

The details of the competition and the name of the winners and finalists is listed at

https://sites.google.com/site/odisha2k15/

During the GOC it was decided to form a working group and team up with other
organizations (such as the Roots of Odisha Foundation) to publish dossiers on
Bhubaneswar and Odisha twice a year and on some of the other places less frequently. A
plan was made to have an annual Travelogue competition with the prerequisite that the
participants must have published a version of their travelogue in a newspaper or magazine
in the preceding year.

Eco-tourism:

The Tourism and Promotion track had invited Sanghamitra Jena, an ecotourism operator
from Odisha, and a rare women entrepreneur (written about in Forbes India magazine)
who developed eco-camps in unchartered territories such as Bhitarkanika. Her
presentation was inspiring and the audience gave her suggestions and tips and it was
decided to connect her to the larger OSA membership so that OSA members are able to
see and enjoy the beauty of the Odisha hinterland. Deboo Patnaik of Crown hotel made
many important suggestions regarding developing some unique modern tourist attractions
in Odisha.
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More world Heritage Sites in Odisha:

Odisha currently has one world heritage site in Konark. Three of its sites are listed as
tentative world heritage sites: Chilika, Bhitarakanika and Ekamra Kshetra. A discussion on
them was led by Profs. Annapurna and Triloki Pandey. The Tourism and Culture Minister
from Odisha, Shri Ashok Panda, gave a presentation on Ekamra Kshetra. It was decided to
form a task force under the leadership of Profs. Annapurna and Triloki Pandey to help the
Odisha government in creating the document needed to make the three tentative sites as
world heritage sites and to add three more tentative sites: the Jajpur Buddhist centers,
Raghurajpur and Srikshetra.

Traveling exhibit of Odisha artifacts to North American Museums:

A discussion on this was held and communication with a Smithsonian museum on this
topic was presented. It was decided to form a task force that will help in various OSA
members approaching important museums in major North American metropolitan areas.
Prof. Lalu Mansinha, who presented some unique aspects of the Buddhist artifacts and
epigraphs of Odisha, will lead this task force.

Official Recognition of Odissi as a classical music:

Ipsita Satpathy organized the discussion on this and Guru Ramahari Das gave a
mesmerizing presentation on this. Although it is obvious that Odissi music is a classical
music, it is important that it gets an official “classical” tag as in India such official tags are
important. While Guru Ramahari Das has written several books on this topic and a team in
Odisha is writing a document on the topic, it is important that a “multi-media” document
where words intermingle with sound clips is produced. Such a document will make it
easier to convey the classical attributes of Odissi music, its uniqueness, and its differences
with respect to Hindustani and Carnatic classical music. It was decided to help in the
creation of such a document. Ipsita Satpathy and Santosh Tripathy have volunteered to
initiate this.

Branding and promoting Odisha:

There were discussions on branding and promoting Odisha through unique events and the
social media. Dhirendra Kar representing the Roots of Odisha Foundation discussed the
Kalinga Literary Festival and the success of its second edition earlier this year and the plan
for a Konark Cyclothon later in the year. The logo of the Konark Cyclothon was unveiled.

Santosh Tripathy presented the India Surf Festival and discussed the importance of social
media in promoting Odisha and gave examples from his efforts in this direction through
multiple social media platforms under the umbrella of Bhubaneswar Buzz.

Overall the Tourism and Promotion track was a great success in bringing up many new
topics that were never before discussed in OSA forums and forming a task force and plan
of action on many of these topics. The organizers of this track, Chitta Baral and Tina
Satapathy thank the participants, judges, presenters and the OSA organizers for this
success and invite the larger OSA and Odia community to participate and contribute to the
various initiatives.

Chitta Baral
chitta@gmail.com
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Panel Discussion on Waste Management and Visit to EPA,

Washington, DC by Odisha Delegates
Saturday, July 25, 2015
By Nishikanta Sahoo; Washington:

The Odisha Society of America, has organized a panel discussion on “Opportunities in Waste
Management in Odisha” during the Global Odisha Conference 2015 held in Washington, DC
as part of Business and Entrepreneurship seminars.

Ms. Anne Germain, Director Technology, National Waste & Recycling Association, former
Chief of Engineering and Technology for the Delaware Solid Waste Authority, former
President of Solid Waste Association of North America, gave a presentation on Waste
Recycling, Waste Conversion Technology and explained various working use cases on Waste
Management in American cities.

Ms. Anita Kedia, Senior Business Development Manager, Waste Management Inc, one of

the largest waste management company in the North America presented on the

technological expertise her company can provide in Indian context. Recently she had also

participated in the roundtable meeting with Hon'ble Union Minister of Urban Development,
Shri M. Venkaiah Naidu in Washington DC hosted by US-India Business Council on Clean India
Mission. She also had a dialogue with Hon'ble CM Maharashtra Shri Fadnavis on this mission
in India.

Hon'ble Industry Minister Mr. Debi Mishra mentioned about the project of Japan
International Cooperation Agency(JICA) and GoO, a 4000 crore project on Orissa Integrated
Sanitation Improvement. He expressed interest to explore Waste Management Inc’s
technology and the technological need of sewage water treatment in Urban Municipality

Bodies that will complement Odisha’s need.
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Hon'ble MLA Bhubaneswar Mr. Priyadarshi Mishra expressed the need of efficient
management of waste for growing population, business in Bhubaneswar, making it a better
place to live and and the current Govt’s initiative on waste management. He also emphasized
on wealth from waste.

Dr. Mrutyunjay Suar, CEO, KlIT-Technology Business Incubator spoke about developing

cheaper paper from weed biomass in lake Chilika and recycling of waste cooking oils.

Pritidhara Mohanty, Environment Policy Analyst has moderated the panel discussion and
briefed the importance of environment protection and how the legislation was passed to
control the Waste and Pollution in USA. Co-chair Mr. Nishikanta Sahoo briefed the critical

need and impact of modern Waste Management Infrastructure in Odisha.

There was scheduled business tours for Odisha Policy Makers to US Environmental
Protection Agency( EPA) in Washington, DC and Covanta, Waste to Energy facility in
Dickerson, MD. Hon'ble Mr. Ashok Chandra Panda, Tourism Minister, Mr Nishikanta Sahoo,
co-chair Business & Entrepreneur Track, Mr. Dhirendra Kar, Entrepreneur, Mr. Sandip
Dasverma, past executive OSA had visited EPA office to meet the waste management experts
as part of EPA’s International Visitor’s Program. In EPA, Mr. Mathy Stanislaus, Assistant
Administrator, Office of Solid Waste and Emergency Response, had the opening remarks for
the Odisha delegates. Mr. Nathan Wittstruck, economist, Office of Resource Conservation
and Recovery gave the presentation on Electronics Waste, followed by the presentation on

Mining Waste by Mr. Shahid Mahmud, Team lead, Office of Superfund Remediation and

Technology Innovation. The topics of interest for Odisha on Recycling of non-hazardous

waste, Mining Waste, E-Waste, Recycling of Industrial Materials were evaluated and
submitted to the EPA OSWER International Coordinator Christopher Prins for this business

tour.
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Panel Discussion on
"Building Modern Public Libraries in Odisha"
in Washington, DC
Sunday, July 26, 2015
By Nishikanta Sahoo, Chair, OSA Public Library Initiative, Washington

The Public Library Initiative Committee of Odisha Society of America(OSA) has organized a
panel discussion on “Building Modern Public Libraries in Odisha” during the 46th Annual

Convention in Washington, DC on July 3rd.

The Hon'ble Culture Minister Sri Ashok Chandra Panda, Hon'ble Education Minister Sri Debi
Prasad Mishra, Hon'ble MLA Bhubaneswar Sri Priyadarsi Mishra were invited as the panelists
along with OSA Library Committee members Dr. Priyadarshan Patra, and Sri Sandip Dasverma.
Dr. Patra presented the current status on developments of OSA proposed Model Urban
Library in Berhampur Municipality, Model Rural Library in Balasore and Mayurbhanj for which
GA department had already sanctioned 24 lakhs to Berhampur Municipality out of OSA
donated 40 lakhs that was raised in 2013 for Phailin and post-Phailin victims.

As per prior recommendation from the former GA Principal Secretary, Sri Niten Chandra, the
Model Rural Libraries will be integrated within the CM’s Model Village program and leverage
the existing Rajiv Gandhi Seva Kendras. Sri Dasverma discussed how an excellent well
integrated Public Library system changed the America what it is today. Sri KC Mishra,
Managing Director e-kutir, Ashoka Fellow pledged to support the OSA’s Library Initiative

project by dedicating one employee.
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The Hon'ble Education minister Sri Debi Mishra provided assurance to expedite the
implementation of Model Libraries and Hon’ble MLA Sri Mishra will provide the necessary

support in the mission of building proposed Model Modern Libraries as per the guidelines.

The committee also proposed a time bound implementation of Odisha Public Library Act
2001 via Notification to respective district authorities and bringing transparency in Odisha
Public Library Funds. Hon'ble Culture Minister Sri Panda assured for Notification of Odisha

Public Library Act Ruling by Dec. 2015 for an effective implementation.

OSA Public Library Committee has been closely working with CM’s office, GA Department,
respective District Administration, and Library Activists with the mission of building three
Information and Communication Technology(ICT) enabled Model Public Libraries in Odisha
which can be scaled to every Block of Odisha by Private-Public-Partnership. Recently OSA has

setup a Library Initiative Fund to promote Public Library Developments in Odisha. The

technology enabled modern libraries will function as Resource Center, Information House,

Community Center, and Education Center to build a stronger community.
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Let’s Learn Odia

An iGurukul initiative...!!!

The 46t OSA (The Odisha Society of Americas) Annual Convention and the first ever Global

Odisha Conference of the Odias was held at the majestic Gaylord National Resort &
Convention Center in Washington DC from July 1-4 of this year. The convention was
embodied with various socio- cultural activities which took the attendees back down the
memory lane of growing up in the rich cultural traditions of our dear motherland Odisha.

Amongst all programs, there was a small attempt of OSA’s

“Let’s Learn Odia”, the Odia Speech and Vocabulary Competition.

The competition was for children of age 7 to 21. The goal is to promote and propagate Odia
culture and heritage among our children using the fundamental tool of language.
The topic for this year’s contest was
"Matrubhasa ra mahatwa ebam Ama ghare Odia re kahibA ra AbashyakatA”
The importance of learning the mother tongue
and

Why should we speak in Odia at home?
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The audience was mesmerized and spellbound by participants’ choice of words and their
eloguence in spoken odia. Their efforts to learn the vocabulary and their grasp of the
language are praiseworthy. Dr. Bigyani Das, Noted poet Jhinu Chottray. Devaraj Sahu and
Babru Samal were among the judges. Sujit Das helped in the logistic. Smt. Kuku Das, the
event coordinator thanked and praised the participants, also the parents for their effort and
cooperation. She also added that as a parent and an adult, not only it’s our duty but our
responsibility to let our next generation learn and know about our rich language and culture.
Smt. Kuku Das has been leading the Let’s Learn Odia movement in OSA since 2010. With
OSA’s continuous encouragement and support, Smt. Das is able to bring this noble attempt to
the national level which originally she had started as “Chala Ame Odia Sikhiba” in California in

the year 2000.

=
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46™ OSA CONVENTION TO ME...!

To me (whatever | could attend); the best in the Convention were:

1. Recognition of Babru Samal and Sumitra Padhi by OSA

(I was touched and felt that at least someone was watching their silent contribution)

2. Lisa Misra's singing

(what a powerful voice!)

and

Sarba's active participation in Film Festival

(Three Cheers to our next generation.

| am looking for

Sidharth Misra - the opera singer,

Sunny Tripathy - a stand-up comedian and many more.

At 2008 Toronto Convention six such talents were recognized.

| wish that this becomes a regular feature in OSA)

3. Education Seminar with three eminent persons in education from Odisha:

Dr. Damodar Acharya,

Dr. Swadhin Pattanayak

and

Dr. Mahendra Satpathy;

4. Recognition of Shyamamani Patnaik;

5. Presence of Lata Misra;

6. First time "formal" presence of Odissi dance including Odissi dance workshop and
programmes by Odissi schools in NA ( the International Odissi Festival started in 2000 with
this objective since OSA was not ready for it);

7. Performance of Odissi Trio - Aruna Mohanty, Sujata mohapatra and Mira Das;

8. Odissi vocal by Ramahari Das and Taala Badya Kachery led by Dhaneswar Swain;

9. Surya Misra's recitation of 'Shudra' poem by an unknown author

(1 wish drama enthusiasts had an opportunity to observe his voice modulation and dramatic
action)

10. Dramas (actually SKITS) which have improved tremendously in quality.

11. Meeting real old timers like Kabita Patnaik, Shobha Patnaik, Jogeswar Rath, Duryodhan,
Shakuntala Mangaraj and Radhakanta Mishra.

12. Watching totally committed and dedicated volunteers like Pradeep Behera and Surya
Sahu

(who did not sleep last several nights;

OSA has continued for this long because of these volunteers.).

Sri Gopal Mohanty
Emeritus Professor
Department of Mathematics and Statistics
McMaster University
Hamilton, Ontario
Canada
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Odisha Society of America

organizes first ever Global Odia Conference
&
46 Annual Convention in Washington DC

The first ever Global Odisha Conference (GOC), organized by the Odisha Society of
Americas (OSA), was recently held at the magnificent Gaylord Resort and Convention
Center in Washington DC. The event, held from July 1-2, was in conjunction with OSA’s 46t
annual convention from July 2- 4. Organized by the Washington DC Chapter of OSA, this
gala event brought together a large number of Odia families, both the diaspora from
around the world as well as from Odisha. The Global Odisha Conference focused on
globalization and development of Odisha, business entrepreneurship development in
Odisha and global exchange of its cultural heritage by networking of Odias internationally.
Chief Guest Dr. Chandra Bhanu Satpathy inaugurated the two-day Global Conference by
lighting the lamp at the John F. Kennedy Center for Performing Arts, Washington DC.
Hon’ble Nisha Desai Biswal, Assistant Secretary of State for South and Central Asian Affairs
was also present during this auspicious ceremony.

The Global Conference got off to a colorful start with a magnificent show, Amazing Odisha,
at the Kennedy Center. It was a choreographic exposition of vibrant tradition of classical
dance, music, paintings, architecture, literature and scientific endeavor, narrating the ever
joyful spirit of Odisha. This marvelous production involving forty dancers from Odisha and
the U.S. was a sincere effort to showcase the rich and unique art forms in one composition
to the global audience. It presented an essence of India’s cultural mosaic to create an
exquisite identity internationally. The inauguration meeting of this global conference was
marked by the presence of Union Petroleum minister, Hon’ble Dharmendra Pradhan,
Odisha Minister for Tourism and Culture, Hon’ble Ashok Panda, Odisha Minister for Mass
Education and Industry, Hon’ble Debi Prasad Mishra, spiritual leader, Dr. Chandra Bhanu
Satpathy, Congressman Jim McDermott and Padma Bhushan Dr. Bhakta Rath. OSA officials
including President, Tapan Padhi, Vice-President, Sikhanda Satapathy, President of OSA
Washington DC Chapter, Bimal Mishra, GOC and OSA convener, Pratap Das, GOC co-
convener, Leena Mishra, OSA co-convener, Gatikrishna Tripathy were also present.
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OSA President, Tapan Padhi, in his inaugural address said that the global conference was a
humble effort to congregate people of Odisha origin from around the world in one place
where they could discuss and create value propositions for Odisha. He said that the
primary focus was to plant a seed for think-tank based groups or forums to explore how
the immense talent around the world could help Odisha. Dr. Chandra Bhanu Satpathy
invited all to come up with ideas for Odisha, and urged them to come up with actions and
intentions, not just speeches. Tourism minister Mr. Ashok Panda spoke about the
importance of the non-resident Odias (NROs) to stay connected with their motherland. The
Union Petroleum Minister, Mr. Dharmendra Pradhan, in his key note speech, mentioned
about biotechnology, pharmaceuticals, agro-biotech-seeds and other knowledge based
industries as new business opportunities for Odisha.

For the Global Odisha Conference, six major subject areas for discussion were considered:
Business, Health, Higher Education, Literature, Spiritualism and Tourism.

The Business & Entrepreneurship (B & E) track was chaired by Ajaya K. Mohanty and co-
chaired by Amiya Nayak, Nishikanta Sahoo, Sandip Nayak, and Debashish Patnaik. It
geared towards new business and entrepreneurship development in Odisha by leveraging
global partnerships in IT, biotechnology, micro-small-medium-enterprises (msme),
investment systems, high performance modeling & simulations, waste management,
government policy, public-private partnership & Brand Odisha. Government of Odisha's
Minister of Industries, School & Mass Education, Mr. Debi Mishra was the keynote speaker
for the B &E Track and spoke on “Odisha — A Destination for Inclusive Growth in
IT/ITES/ESDM,” covering investment opportunities in industries, IT, MSME and allied
sectors in Odisha, and invited industrialists, business entrepreneurs, investors, American
companies, and MNCs to consider investing in Odisha in IT, biotechnology, MSME and
other knowledge based sectors. He also offered full government support for quantum
growth in IT. Dr. Rajesh Ram Mishra, Vice President of Wipro Technology, Judy Costello
(Acting Executive Director, BioMaryland Center), Dr. Mrutyunjay (Jay) Suar (CEO, KIIT-
TBI/Biolncubator), Dr. Shreemanta Parida, an invited guest and virtual delegate from
Sweden, Dr. SK Dash (UAS Labs/DD Innovation) from Minnesotta, Dr. Sandip Nayak, Odisha
based entrepreneurs Debasish Patnaik (Crown Hotel/Hospitality), Ayasakanta Mohanty
(Tatwa IT/ITES), Annada Padhy (Auroln SEQ/IT) and USA-based entrepreneurs Saroj Rout
(IT), Gourab Nanda (IT/Internet) and Dr. Kashinath Sahoo, an economist and business
promoter from Sanghai, China, Ms. Anne Germain, Director Technology, National Waste &
Recycling Association, Ms. Anita Kedia, Senior Business Development Manager, Waste
Management Inc., were the other speakers. There was also a visit to Environmental
Protection Agency, Washington DC by Odisha delegates. Another unique aspect of the B &E
seminar was the re-development of a virtual platform/network (ODISHA Entrepreneurs &
Professionals Groups-Linkedln) for Businesses, Entrepreneurs & Professionals Global
Networking for Odisha set up by Saroj Rout, an entrepreneur from Washington DC.

The Health Track at the Global Odisha Conference was chaired by Pinaki Panigrahi, MD,
PhD, professor of Pediatrics and Epidemiology and the Director of the Center for Global
Health at University of Nebraska Medical Center. Dr. Nivedita Mohanty and former AAPI
president, Dr. Sunita Kanumury served as the Co-chairs. Mr. Priyadarshi Mishra, Member
Legislative Assembly,
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Odisha, described his vision for Bhubaneswar to develop as an International Health hub
and challenged the participants to design a roadmap. Koneti Rao, MD, Staff Physician, NIH;
Dr. Pradeep K. Behera, Professor and Chair, Dept of Civil Engineering, UDC; Dr. Sita K. Dash,
founder of UAS Labs; Mohammad Aatish Khan, Natural Resources Defense Council; Dr.
Babru Samal, and Dr. Dhanalaxmi Dash served as panelists. Prof. Chittaranjan Ray, Director
of the Nebraska Water Center provided input over the internet. Discussions were held
among attendees following presentations on subjects of newborn screening for sickle cell
disease, population health and community outreach in Odisha by replicating the Sevak
model from Gujarat, bringing reputable NGOs such as Sradhha for chronic and palliative
care, improve the health of adolescent girls and to implement heat action plans to cope
with increasing temperatures in Odisha cities. Water management, fostering health care
and biotech industry to develop innovative products, and utilization of bioinformatics
analytic platforms were decided to be low hanging fruits for experts of Odia origin to
engage in. In breakout sessions, Minister Debi P Mishra brought out the need for finding
solutions for end-stage renal disease and deaths in several foci in Odisha. Minister Ashok
Panda described how Bhubaneswar is now more attractive to visit and work by foreigners
and persons of Odisha- or India- origin. Dr. Panigrahi presented the synopsis of the
workshop with a blueprint for making Bhubaneswar not just a Health hub, but turning it
into an Odisha Knowledge Center by bringing multiple specialties such as chronic disease
and cancer, public health, climate change and water management, laboratory and clinical
research, biotechnology and bioinformatics data analysis platforms to generate synergy
and guarantee success. Before the next year’s OSA Convention, the attendees and
panelists promised to bring at least two of the discussed agenda items to fruition.

The Education Track was chaired by Binod Nayak and Co-chaired by Prof. Abani Patra and
Dr. Ashutosh Dutta. The track was addressed by Minister of Industry, Schools and Mass
Education of Odisha Honorable Debi Prasad Mishra. Three distinguished educationists from
Odisha, Prof. Damodar Acharya, Prof. Swadhin Pattanayak and Prof. Mahendra K.
Satapathy participated in the deliberations of the track as keynote speakers. The first
keynote address was delivered by Prof. Acharya on the topic of "Higher Technical Education
in Odisha and Its Improvement Road Map." Following the first keynote address, Prof. Abani
Patra presented a "Five Year Retrospective of the Education Track." It was then followed by
the first panel discussion moderated by Prof. Chita R. Das. The panelists of the track
included Prof. Damodar Acharya, Prof. Laxmi Narayan Bhuyan, Prof. Durgamadhab Misra,
Prof. Pradeep Behera, Dr. Sikhanda Satpathy and Dr. Ashutosh Dutta. The second keynote
address of the track was delivered by Prof. Sawdhin Pattanayak on the topic of, "Prospects
for Access to Higher Education by Women and Scheduled Tribes in Odisha." It was followed
by the second panel discussion moderated by Dr. Annapurna Pandey. The panelists for the
second panel were, Prof. Swadhin Pattanayak, Prof. Triloki Pandey and Prof. Jyotsna Mishra.
The third and the final keynote address were delivered by Prof. Mahendra K. Satapathy on
the topic of, "The State of Higher Education (Natural, Social and Management Sciences) in
Odisha: Opportunities and Challenges." The third panel was moderated by Prof. Abani
Patra. The panelists for the third track were Prof. Mahendra K. Satapathy,
Prof. Purushottam Jena, Prof. Sashi Satpathy, Prof. Amiya Mohanty, Prof. Sidhartha Das and
Dr. Sukant Mohapatra.
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The Literature track, chaired by Bigyani Das and co-chaired by Gagan Panigrahi, had three
sessions. In the first session, "Odia literature in Global Scene", notable Odia writers and
their writings were compared to other international writers and writers in other Indian
languages. The participants discussed the writings of their favorite Odia writers such as
Gopinath Mohanty, Radhamohan Gadnayak, Bibhuti Pattnaik, Fakir Mohan Senapati and
Kanhu Charan Mohanty. About 20 writers presented their work in the writing exhibition
session by presenting their work in poster format. This was appreciated by many of the
convention attendees who enjoyed reading the works by the OSA writers and discussing
with the authors about their work. The other sessions that were held were about "Survival
of Odia Language" and "Elements of Great Literature". There was a discussion on lack of
interest by the educated mass now to read and write in Odia and the steps to take to have
the language impact. A few OSA children joined the session and practiced Odia reading and
understanding.

The Spiritual Track, chaired by Satya Pattanaik and Co-Chaired by Anjana Chowdhury, had
six sessions. In the first session, representatives from the 23 Jagannath installations from
USA, moderated by Dr. Sarat Mohapatra, discussed about the next level of Jagannath
culture propagation and necessity of an umbrella organization for the effective
communication between these temples. In the second session, spiritual leader Dr. Chandra
Bhanu Satpathy addressed a large group and spoke about the necessity of spirituality in
our lives and Sai Movement world-wide. In the third session, a detailed discussion was
held on Nabakalebar and Jagannath culture by Rahul Acharya, Rabi Narayan Rathsharma
and Panchanan Satpathy. In the fourth session, spiritual representatives from ISKCON,
Chinmay Mission, Mata Amrutamayee and Kriya Yoga presented their views on
spiritualism. In the final session, Sri Ravi Shankar’s group spoke from their perspective and
conducted a yoga program. During the program, a special journal on Nabakalebar was
released by Gurujee Chandra Bhanu Satpathy.

The Tourism and Promotion track at the Global Odisha Conference (GOC) chaired by Dr.
Chitta Baral and co-chaired by Dr. Tina Satapathy undertook discussions on several
important aspects related to Tourism and Promotion of Odisha and set the foundation for
several initiatives. Winners for the Global Odisha Competitions in Promotional Dossiers,
Travelogues and Street Designs that had been held before, were announced during GOC.
During the GOC it was decided to form a working group and team up with other
organizations (such as the Roots of Odisha Foundation) to publish dossiers on
Bhubaneswar and Odisha twice a year. Sanghamitra Jena, an ecotourism operator from
Odisha spoke about eco-camps in Odisha hinterland while Debashish Patnaik of Crown
hotel made many important suggestions regarding developing some modern tourist
attractions in Odisha. A discussion on Odisha’s world heritage sites and tentative sites was
led by Profs. Annapurna and Triloki Pandey. It was decided to form a task force to help the
Odisha government in creating the document needed to make the three tentative sites,
Chilika, Bhitarakanika and Ekamra Kshetra, as world heritage sites and to add the Jajpur
Buddhist centers, Raghurajpur and Srikshetra as three more tentative sites. A discussion
led by Prof. Lalu Mansinha on traveling exhibit of Odisha artifacts to North American
Museums was held. Guru Ramahari Das gave a mesmerizing presentation on official
recognition of Odishi as a classical music. Ipsita Satpathy and Santosh Tripathy volunteered
to initiate the creation of a “multi-media” document to convey the classical attributes of
Odishi music, its uniqueness, and its differences with respect to Hindustani.
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A delegation of OSA officials, visiting business leaders and artists from Odisha along with
the Odisha ministers visited the US State Department to hold an information meeting with
a State Department team led by Hon’ble Nisha Desai Biswal, Assistant Secretary of State.
Various areas of mutual interest including promotion of industry and tourism in Odisha,
impediments to attracting investment to Odisha and educational exchange opportunities
were discussed.

The 46th Annual Odisha Society of Americas (OSA) convention held from 2nd to 4th July,
2015 at the Gaylord National Resort and Convention Center in Washington D.C. brought
together Odias to celebrate their culture and traditions in a grand way. The theme of the
46™ annual convention was Unity & Progress. The convention inaugural ceremony featured
eminent dignitaries like Hon’ble Nisha Desai Biswal, Assistant Secretary of State for South
and Central Asian Affairs in the United States Department of State, Mr. Debi Mishra, Odisha
Minister of Industries, School & Mass Education, Mr. Ashok Panda, Minister, Tourism &
Culture Odisha, Mr. Priyadarshi Mishra, MLA Bhubaneswar, noted architect and stone
sculptor, Padma Bibhushan Raghunath Mohapatra, international sand artist, Mr.
Sudarshan Pattanaik, Odia movie superstar, Mr. Anubhav Mohanty and renowned singer,
Smt. Shyamamani Pattnaik. Pratap Das, convener, Gatikrishna Tripathy, co-convener, Leena
Mishra, co-convener, Tapan Padhi, OSA President, Sikhanda Satapathy, OSA Vice President,
and Bimal Mishra, President of OSA Washington DC Chapter were also present.

Chief Guest, Mr. Debi Prasad Mishra appealed to all Odias living in United States to involve
themselves in the affairs of their home state and share their achievements and experience
for its development. “The state government has initiated certain proactive policies and is
committed to overall growth of the state,” Mishra said.

Rajya Sabha Member of Parliament, Mr. Anubhav Mohanty, Odisha Member of the
Legislative Assembly, Mr. Priyadarshi Mishra, renowned sand artist Padmashree Sudarshan
Patnaik were felicitated by the OSA for their outstanding contribution to Odia culture and
art. OSA Vice President Sikhanda Satpathy introduced Ms. Shyamamani Pattnaik as the
recipient of the OSA Life Time Achievement award for her glorious seminal contribution to
music. Prof. Amiya Mohanty received the Distinguished Odia award while the Kalashree
Arun Das award went to Ms. Gayatri Joshi. The Gopabandhu Das Memorial Service award
went to Dr. Debi Mishra. Amrita Mohanty received the Subrina Biswal award for Academic
Excellence. OSA also recognized the 16-year old award-winning music composer Mr.
Vaibhav Mohanty for his extraordinary talents that have won him multiple national and
international awards.

The Inaugural Cultural program for the 3-day cultural event for the OSA Annual Convention
was a musical “Baramase Tera Jatra”. The fabulous show put together by the members of
various OSA chapters including Washington D.C. aimed at presenting the core of our
culture, the celebration of life expressed through music and dance.

The convention attendees witnessed an iconic production, ‘Amazing Odisha’ directed by
Guru Smt. Aruna Mohanty. This extraordinary show depicted the celebration of life
portrayed in Odisha’s folk and classical dance forms and also the reflection of “Sarba
Dharma Samabhaba”, our all-inclusive cultural sentiment.
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For the first time OSA organized a Film Festival to exhibit movies made by persons from the
State of Odisha and a round table symposium “Odisha Film Industry: Present Status and
Future Trend”. The primary objective of the festival was to expose the young generation
who are unable to be connected with the Odia culture and art through movies so that they
would have an understanding of their cultural heritage. Odia superstars, Rajya Sabha M.P.
Mr. Anubhav Mohanty and Ms. Barsha Priyadashini, attended the film festival and the U.S.
premier of their latest Odia film ‘Gapa Hele bi Sata’.

For the first time in the history of Odishi, the ‘Magnificent Trio’, Guru Ms. Sujata
Mohapatra, Guru Ms. Aruna Mohanty and Guru Ms. Meera Das performed together on
stage. OSA attendees were privileged to be a part of this historic event.

Another first for OSA conventions was tala-vadya-kacheri, a drums ensemble by Mardal
exponent Guru Dhaneswar Swain and his troupe. The pulsating performance mesmerized
the audience and received a rousing applause from the audience. The tala-vadya-kacheri
troupe was sponsored by the Government of Odisha.

Celebrated musicians from Odisha such as Guru Ramahari Das, Ms. Shyamamani Pattnaik,
Ms. Sagarika Pradhan, Mr. Debashish Mohapatra and Ms. Antara Chakrabarti regaled the
audience with their mesmerizing music and songs, both classical and popular. Bollywood
music sensation Krishna Beura entertained the enthusiastic Odia crowd for about three
hours with Sufi songs as well as heart-thumping chartbusters.

The trademark of this mega convention was the unprecedented number of about forty
invited artists and guests from Odisha that contributed to the artistic and cultural

extravaganza. The convener, Mr. Pratap Das said, “I must say that OSA members were
happy and astonished that Washington Chapter can put up a convention of this
magnitude. What | adore most is that all volunteers worked together as a single
unit. Visitors never ever thought that OSA can do a convention like this.

| must say the hard work, sincerity, perseverance of the volunteers paid off.” Co-convener
Mr. Gatikrishna Tripathy mentioned in his inauguration speech that the preparation for the
convention lasted over a year and that the volunteers worked very hard to make the
convention an enjoyable experience for the delegates as well as the participants. The
cultural coordinator Ms. Annapurna Biswal thanked all the cultural team members for their
incredible and heroic efforts in putting this mega cultural event together.

Other highlights of the convention were a series of seminars devoted to issues such as
Women’s empowerment in Odisha and Odia Diaspora, featuring Ms. Nisha Desai Biswal
and Arjuna Award winner Ms. Minati Mahapatra, and a ‘Success Stories’ seminar that
highlighted the success of immigrant Odias in North America and around the globe. There
was also a spiritual workshop led by Guru Mr. Chandra Bhanu Satpathy and an Odishi
dance workshop by Guru Ms. Sujata Mohapatra. The convention also hosted a fashion
show put together by the Washington DC chapter that showcased the rich variety of
Odisha handloom fabrics.
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The annual convention featured various presentations and workshops for every age group
and every interest such as Odia poetry reading, sports tournaments like cricket, tennis and
carrom, dance and music competitions like Odishi Chhanda Champu, OSA Got Talent,
Pramod Patnaik inter-chapter drama competition, Odia Speech and Debate, Mehfil, Alap,
magic shows, art and crafts, vendor displays, non-profit and corporate displays. Both the
youth and the seniors participated in this convention with a lot of enthusiasm. There was a
cultural segment totally dedicated to the youth. A fun-filled youth cruise on the Potomac
River was also organized to give an opportunity to the youth to mingle. A senior forum
took place where broad range of topics such as forgetfulness, hearing loss and digital
hearing aids, long term care, life insurance and the challenges and prospects of retired life
were discussed.

The Odisha Society of Americas (OSA) is a socio cultural association recognized as a
501(c)(3) public non-profit organization in the United States. The OSA was established in
1969 for promoting activities for a better understanding of Odia culture and exchange of
information between Odisha, United States and Canada. It is today a 1,200+ family, non-
profit umbrella organization of Odias living in North America and is respected as the oldest
community organization outside Odisha. The convention takes place during the July 4th
weekend every year. For details, please visit websites:

http://globalodishaconference.org/
&
http://0sa2015.org/

by
Deepa Parija
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America, OSA and Me: Some Memorable Event

Dr. Amiya K. Mohanty,
Professor Emeritus,
Eastern Kentucky University

After the glorious 46th convention and the encouraging global discussions
pertaining to present and future possible roles played by Odia Diaspora, we came back to
Kentucky with a lot of renewed nostalgic feelings about Odisha and Odias. It motivated me
to write this article describing some of my memorable experiences as a member of OSA
organization.

| came to the United States in August of 1964, with Fulbright and Smith-
Mundt fellowships. With all the Fulbright recipients from India, | flew from Bombay to Port
in London. On August 12th, 1964, we all Indian scholars from London Port along with all
European scholars did sail by an Italian boat to New York port in the United States to start
our journey. As soon as we got in to the boat, we all Indian scholars got together and started
to plan for the celebration of 17th Indian Independence day on August 15th of 1964. The
Captain of the ship, the administrative and service staffs were very supportive and
cooperative. We had scholars from almost every state of India. The celebration was simply
marvelous, with presentations of Indian Dance, Music, vocals, instrumentals and topical
seminars etc. Frankly, for the first time in my mid-twenties life, | got a tremendous feeling of
pride about Indian culture and Nationalism. After some sea sickness, we landed in New York
Port, where the Fulbright Counselors were ready to receive and guide us to our respective
destination. As planned by Fulbright authorities, | came to a small city named Toccoa,
Georgia to spend about one month in a physician family under an International home-stay
program. My hosts Dr. and Mrs. Pittard as well as their three daughters were very polite,
kind and affectionate people. They arranged a number of lectures for me to present on
Indian social life, religious values and social customs etc. in churches, schools and social
clubs like Rotary club. That one month went very fast leaving behind a wealth of pleasant
memories of love, kindness, congeniality and fellow feelings. My relation with them
continued until the death of Dr. and Mrs. Pittard.

From Toccoa, Georgia, | went to Florida State University in Tallahassee, Florida in the
second week of September, 1964 to join my Ph.D. program in Sociology. From September
1964 till June 1967, | had somewhat stressful, rigorous but productive period of advanced
study and research. While | was a graduate student, | was very much involved in
International student association. Finally in June of 1967, | received my Ph.D. in Sociology. In
last part of June 1967, | went back to Cuttack City, got married in second week of July and
came back to Bowling Green, Kentucky with my wife to join the Sociology faculty in Western
Kentucky University. Due to my visa problem, | had to move from Western Kentucky
University to Georgia Southern University, Statesboro, GA and then to Eastern Kentucky
University, Richmond, KY where | got my Green Card. In the year 1992, | received a grant
from Smithsonian Institution to study the changing Social Supports, Needs and life
satisfaction of the elderly in India. Based on data collected, articles were presented in a
number of professional meetings. In the year 1997, | received a senior post-doctoral
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research fellowship from American Center of Oriental Research (ACOR) in Amman, Jordan
to study the Modernization and changing Social Supports, Needs and life Satisfaction of the
Elderly in Jordan. The project was completed in 9 months and the report was submitted to
ACOR for publication. | retired in the year 2000 and started serving as a part time adjunct
professor. In the year 2012, | was selected as a Fulbright Specialist in Sociology with a five
year roster from 2013 to 2017.With invitation from Universiti Putra in Malaysia (UPM), |
served as a Fulbright Specialist from August 31st 2014 to October 15, 2014. My tenure
there was professionally rewarding, intellectually stimulating and socially very pleasant.

My involvement in OSA started from 1970 in response to the contacts and
communications with persons like Dr. Gouri Das, Dr. Bhabagrahi Mishra, Dr. Amiya Patnaik
and several others from New England area. Slowly as we all know OSA as an organization
gained strength and popularity, serving more and more the expressive functions of
contacts, communications, socialization, get together, group entertainments etc. In 1970s
OSA constitution was formed and from time to time through needed amendments and
revisions, OSA constitution has become a stable document. The OSA magazines, Journals
and annual souvenirs have all improved in size, quality and in diversities of contents. Most
of the annual conventions have been enjoyable and functional viewed from a variety of
social, economic, spiritual and cultural issues. Variety of programs and competitions
addressed to young generation, have worked well viewed from cultural transmission as
well as for cultural integration.

As regards OSA conventions, | and my wife have a nostalgic feeling for attending OSA
conventions. In 1989-90, | was elected as president of OSA. Unfortunately soon after the
OSA convention in Nashville, our very talented young dancer Subrina Biswal passed away
unexpectedly leaving our entire community in deep sorrow. Members of our executive
committee were desperate but out of the crisis there arose a bundle of strength,
confidence and determination among most of the members and specially, through the
charismatic leadership of Mrs. Anu Biswal the then president of cultural committee and
mother of deceased Subrina and Mr. Pratap Das, the chosen convenor of the proposed
convention in Washington D.C.. The convention turned out to be a smashing success with
ambassador, Abid Hussen as the chief guest and also with special guests like Mr. Lalit
Mansingh, chief of Mission and Mr. Sarat Mishra, a diplomat from Indian Embassy. The
artists of Chitralekha Academy from Toronto, Canada did a magnificent job in their
performances. Our guest speaker Honorable Ambassador delivered a speech profound,
appreciative and inspiring. The convention ended with a lot of applause and positive
comments. The convention was dedicated to the memory of brilliant and talented Subrina
Biswal. Here on behalf of our organization and the entire Odia community of Americas |
extended our appreciation and gratitude to the family of Dr. Nilamber Biswal and Mrs. Anu
Biswal for their consistent sacrifice and dedicated efforts even at times of personal loss
and deep sorrow.

The second OSA convention during my presidency was held in Chicago in July 1991
in Hyatt Regency Hotel. Mary Pattanayak of Chicago, a charismatic and enthusiastic leader,
served as the convenor and the consular officer of Indian Consulate in Chicago was the
chief guest. Besides entertainment programs, topical seminars, exhibition of handicrafts
and paintings produced by Odia artists, there were special efforts made to encourage and
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inspire youths to participate in sports, debates, essay competitions etc. Dr. Bhagabat Sahu
who was chairman of youth committee and his wife Mrs. Puspalakshmi Sahu contributed a
good amount of funds for establishing a trust for youth activities. From time to time, funds
from that trust have been used for youth activities. | want to acknowledge that the success
of the two conventions as well as the OSA activities during those two years of my
presidency were performed well because | had a very dedicated and capable executive
committee consisting of Mrs. Biju Mishra as Vice President, Dr. Keshab Dwivedi as
Secretary cum Treasurer, Dr. Digambar Mishra as Editor of OSA Journal, Dr. Bhagabata Sahu
as Chairman of Youth committee, Mrs. Annapurna Biswal, as Chairperson of Cultural
Committee and Mr. Pratap Das (1990) and Mrs. Mary Pattanayak (1991) as conveners. | am
very grateful to all of them.

Our OSA organization has continued to gain strength, resiliency and stability in being
a platform for the Odia diaspora in North America for the interaction, communication and
for promotion of the socio-cultural heritage of Odisha. For last two decades, OSA is not
simply involved in expressive functions like dance, music, art etc. but has gradually become
a platform for instrumental (not global oriented but Task and Goal Oriented) functions of
promoting business, education, health, tourism etc. in state of Odisha. In fact, the first
Global Odisha Conference held just along with the 46th OSA annual convention has been
successful viewed from identifying the broad areas (termed as tracks) of possible social
actions and initiatives by the Odia Diaspora and also for determining the viable strategies
and methods of actions. These were very preliminary steps but were functional and
essential from future point of view. This first Global Odisha Conference hopefully did
involve a long term commitment, dedication and efforts of a number of individuals under

the leadership of convenor Mr. Pratap Das and a very capable and co-operative Executive
Committee with Mr. Tapan Padhi as president, Dr. Sikhanda Satapathy as vice president,
Mrs. Sabita Panigrahi as secretary, Mr. Prasant Ranabijuli as Treasurer along with all the
staff members, chapter presidents, representatives and the general coordinator Mrs. Leena
Mishra. | congratulate and personally admire their tireless efforts for such a timely
conference with significant expectations for successful and future accomplishments.

In conclusion, | must admit here that my long involvements in OSA organization
have been rewarding for me personally, socially and professionally. In fact one of my very
proud and pleasant events in my life is the receipt of the “Distinguished Odia Award” which
is considered to be the highest OSA award. | extend my thanks and gratitude to the
individuals who were very professionally involved in the process of selecting the person to
get this award. | thank my nominator Dr. Gagan Panigrahi from Canada for his impartial
and professional act. | also want to thank my three referees namely Dr. Srigopal Mohanty
from Canada, Dr. Rabindra Kanungo from Canada and Dr. Panchanan Satpathy from
Nashville, U.S.A.. | extend my thanks and appreciation to the three anonymous Judges,
members and advisors to award committee headed by Dr. Sikhanda Satapathy, vice-
president of OSA. May God bless all of us and long live OSA.
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Experience

@
46th OSA Convention /

Global Odisha Conference 2015

Dr.Sulakshana Sen
Associate Professor of Mathematics and Statistics
University in Daytona Beach, FL

Name of members of my family attended: Susan Sen-age 17
City of residence: Port Orange, FLORIDA

Days attended: Four

The program I liked the most:

The Drama Competition between different chapters of OSA. The dramas depicted different
theme through history and culture. Most importantly, the hard work and dedication of
artists and organizers.

Guest/Dignitary | liked goes with

The real story happened in the early morning of the 2" of July 2015:

“Next morning looking for a morning perk of Starbucks coffee | headed by myself from my
hotel room, looked down from the Gaylord mansion conference central, the café was yet
to open. The quiet breeze invited me to get down the stairs but my eyes caught the duo
who was trying to frame them in the camera phone-working on a selfi e. seeing them
struggling to capture a good pose | stepped back swiftly, my sandals did not make any
noise. Stretching my hand, | asked “May | help you?” My unexpected voluntary gesture to
them aroused an extended interest to talk to me. The young man handed his camera and |
took four or five of them from different angles. Then, | said in oriya,

“My name is Sulakshana Sen”.

“You speak wonderful oriya”, the senior gentleman said. | smiled, “l am oriya and from
Khordha”. For few seconds, they could not believe but they felt instantly close to me, |
continued, “My last name changed from ‘pattnaik to Sen’ since my marriage. Like you, |
have

come to attend the OSA from Florida”. Both of them enjoyed my introduction. They
looked like twenty to twenty five years apart-being the older person with ‘dhoti and kurta

with an orange striped ‘dosada’- looked like sixty to seventy years old, the younger man
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with a black pant and grey fitted jacket is of early thirties and full of energy.
Surprised to know that they were father and son and came all the way from Orissa- the
father is an invited guest. Not sure that the camera reflected their beautiful relation of a
father and son but surely that spread beyond the Gaylord sky over the Potomac River.
Through them | felt a global touch at that particular moment as | Imagined the setting sun
in India at that exact time.

Later | came to know that the father is a great sculptor and architect from Orissa. He was
awarded Padma Shri in 1975 and Padma Bhushan in 2001 and Padma Vibhushan in 2013
on occasion of 64th Republic day of India. | was surprisingly shocked to see the great
sculptor wearing his big glasses and with a million dollar smile sitting on the stage with all
the invited guests.. As he has an infectious smile, | smiled again and listened to his request
to contribute to build a school of Sculpture to stop the steady damage to our pride
“Konark” since year 1200 that was built. Surely, It made sense to me. All through, | was
wearing a special smile that meant something only | knew.

Padma Bibhushan Sri Raghunath Mohapatra

Appreciation: Drama and Odishi dances

Critical Appreciation: In my judgment the best drama is “Gandharira Ashirbad” presented
by DC chapter. The costume, presentation, delivery, superb acting performance of each
member of the team exceeded all other chapters.

As | am given a chance to state the analytical review, | will say the ‘best’ drama should be
considered by the judges appointed. The time was a factor- but the time should be
rounded to the next higher or lower whole number depending that the time exceeded is
less than 0.5 or more than 0.5. Example: if the time only exceeded by 0.07 seconds or
even 0.47 seconds should be rounded to the whole number that it exceeded as it is less
than 0.5. If a drama is inferior in quality that should not get an award of ‘best drama’ just
because that kept the assigned time. Time was only one of the criteria to be judged. |
know it is hard work and the spirit it carried, but the final discussion should go another
round by judges appointed.

Over all , the splendid performances, dedication of organizing and carrying out different
and parallel programs all through the days, It was all worth for a get together that huge.

My personal suggestion for next time, let us appoint few member from the ‘youth-group’ to

attend the seminars, conferences/forums with ‘senior-groups’ to be involved to experience
and carry out the culture and spirit of OSA. Few years after the youth would be trained and

we may see the mirror-reflection of all the dedication of the hard work of their parents.
Time will tell.
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Experience

@
46th OSA Convention / Global Odisha Conference 2015

The program was a big disappointment for those traveled far way places such as from
Overseas, and California etc.

It seems that it was like a local OSA conference with only recognized the members from
MD, NY, NJ etc.

Moreover, inviting those Politicians from Odisha is of no use. When we travel to Odisha
and approach their assistance, only weget lip services from them. There should be Odisha
Cabinet Minister for Overseas Indian Origin Affairs.

The Odishi Dance was excellent. | wish that the Conference could have taken advantage of
publicizing the Odishi Dance by inviting all News Media in the City. And taken advantage
inviting more USA Officials to the Conference, besides Congressman Dr. McDormatt and
Secretary Biswal.

God Bless USA and India,
Jai Hind

B K Rath
bk.rath@yahoo.com

Dear Editor
| have a few suggestions which would make the next event exciting:

A. Invite Oriya fashion designers and exciting motivators like Ajit Jain (who is one of the
closest advisor to Warren Buffet)
Ajit my classmate in Stewart School, Cuttack.

B. Events geared to the young generation like job fair, youth cafe and meeting place, joint
venture with directors in Orissa and local talent in USA.

The above events will create a balance between the serious topics and lighter issues thus
attracting younger people.

Tapan Sinha
Houston,texas
ti@americancompletiontools.com
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Washington DC OSA Convention
July 1-4th 2015

It was great to see that OSA convention at Washington DC could bring in more than 500
families together over the July 4t weekend. The richness of the content, the venue, and
the effort put together by DC chapter volunteers created a memory for every one
attending the event. The location of National Harbor in Maryland, is listed among the 50
most beautiful places. The hotel was a very high quality place with a reasonable price. The
area inside the hotel earmarked for OSA was huge with lots of rooms for seminars, movies,
cultural programs and display. The whole area as well as the stage were beautifully
decorated. The program schedule was full of interesting programs and one was puzzled for
a while trying to decide which one to attend with all these parallel events. It was a great
opportunity to meet many friends and make new friends also.

The Global Odisha Conference was a novel idea and had a lot of highlights. The spectacular
performance of "Amazing Odisha" at the famed Kennedy Center topped it all. As | reported
earlier, | think our seminar track was very successful and will have a long term impact. |
was not able to attend the other tracks, but based on talking to some of the people
involved in them and invited to them, | think they were successful too.

Besides the high quality cultural programs it was such a great opportunity to see many
venerated invited artists and guests from Odisha and to interact with them closely. Going
into this convention, there was a great expectation from all around about the event at DC,
and DC chapter did it nicely. The hard work and commitment showed in every aspect of
the convention.

Other than cultural programs, the convention anchored some of the important seminars
and workshops. The seminar track was very successful and will have a long term impact.
On day one of the convention the breadth and depth of the discussion that took place in
the education seminar was very impressive. The panel of guests included eminent
personalities like Prof. Damodar Acharya, Dr. Swadhin Pattnaik, Dr. Mahendra Satpathy and
Odisha's Mass Education minister Mr. Devi Mishra along with many well-known
educationists from US and Canada. The Women's forum was jam packed.

On the second day the seminars on the tourism track represented a great future of the
Odisha tourism and work to promote our culture. Guru Ramahari Das's presentation on
Odissi music was informative and appreciated by all present. Mr. Ashok Panda, Minister for
Tourism and Culture of Govt of Odisha participated in couple of segments of these
sessions.

The Library seminar was very informative and the most relevant reasons to develop
libraries as community centers in both urban and rural areas were discussed. Both Mr.
Ashok Panda and Mr. Devi Mishra were part of the panel discussion.

It was encouraging to witness the enthusiasm of young children in participating in Odia
vocabulary competition. It is indeed an amazing feat to know that each one of them had
learned 300 words and those are not familiar to them in day to day life. Undoubtedly they
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are all winners.

“Bara Masa Tera Jatra” by the DC chapter took us 20 years back down the memory lane to
1996 DC Convention. Cultural programs such as Amazing Odisha, performances by Tala
Badya Kacheri, the great trio of Odissi dance, Shrimati Shymamani Devi, Shri Ramahari Das,
Shri Dhaneswar Swain made this convention unforgettable. Antara Chakravarty, Debasish
Mahapatra and Krishna Beura also had performances. It was great to meet world known
Shri Sudarsan Patnaik and Shri Raghunath Mohapatra. Also various competitions such as
Pramode Patnaik interchapter drama, Subrina Biswal performing arts, and Chhanda
Champu Odissi etc brought the best of the talents out of the community. In the last night
of the convention, in one big room there was the music of Krishna Beura and in another
large room was the Odissi music and both were quite full.

In summary, for the first time the global Odisha was convened, the bar raised to a next
level and it was a memorable convention.

DC chapter Officials

Washington DC Chapter Picnic: August 8, 2015

Washington DC Chapter organized summer picnic on Aug 8t 2015 at Algonkian Regional
Park, Virginia. About 35 families participated in this summer event. There were volleyball
games, barbeque, and badminton. Many visiting parents also had joined the picnic. We had
many new families this year. Volunteers worked hard to make this event an overwhelming
success.

Kids playing volleyball
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Ganesh Puja: September 19, 2015

Washing DC chapter organized Ganesh Puja on September 19 at Hindu Temple, Adelphi,
MD. The “prasada” that followed the Puja showed the generosity of our community. The
delicious food was prepared by our volunteers. There are others who helped clean up the
place as well. About 25 families attended the puja.

Mangal Arati Volunteers & Officials
PROGRAM ] 1]

Upcoming Event: Kumar Purnami on November 8

DC chapter will celebrate Kumar Purnami event on November 8 at Hindu Temple
auditorium, Adelphi, Maryland. Like every year we will have a cultural showcase of dances,
dramas and music. The event is currently planned to be between 1-9 PM.

Sarada Panda
saradapanda@Hotmail.com
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OSA Southern Chapter Report
Jai Jagannath!!

Last 3 months were very eventful for the members of OSA Southern chapter. Jagannath
Society of America organized the Nabakalebara of Sri Jagannath, Balabhadra and Devi
Subhadra. Lot of people from all over USA attended this auspicious event which may be
one in life time for many of us. It was celebrated for 3 days, followed by Bahuda Jatra of
Mahaprabhu. Invited artists from Odisha including the Taal Vadya group, Odissi Dance
performance by Guru Aruna Mohanty and her group. News-fuse fame Sri Kuna Tripathy’s
show was part of celebration too.

The chapter picnic was organized on September 19th, 2015 at the beautiful Tim’s Ford
State park. It was well attended by many from Tennessee, Alabama and Kentucy. We
started our day with hot snacks prepared right in the picnic pavilion. While the snacks were
getting ready, some volley ball enthusiasts put up the nets. Everybody enjoyed couple
games. After eating snacks few guys chaperoned kids to 5
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miles hiking in the park. Some guys stayed back to take cared of grilling. By the time the
hiking group was back, the food was ready. After eating lunch, kids were engaged with
some fun games. The weather was gorgeous, perfect for picnic. Couple guys camped in the
park that night. It was a very fun event, we look forward to attend.

Reported by:

Pramod Mahapatra,
Chapter President.
m_pramod99@yahoo.com
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Independence Day celebration

@
HSNC, Morrisville, North Carolina

Like every year India’s Independence Day celebration took place at HSNC Morrisville, NC
with great pomp and show. But this year was a bit different, firstly we were able to
celebrate it on 15t August (Saturday) and secondly this was the first time OSA-SE had their
representation at the event with active participation as a group in all the events.

There was an exhibition in which different states had put up a cultural representation of
their state. For Odisha, our young generation had put up a collage to present Odisha.
Under the guidance of Nileena Pani Dash, children had covered the following themes,
Rathlatra, Puri Jagannath Temple & Nabakalebara by Eiha Patnaik, Gita Gobinda,
Pattachitra by Neha Kar, Nature & Wildlife by Aryan Das, Science & technology by Rohan
Dash, Odissi by Elora Dash, Tarakshi Filigree by Ankita Das and Famous Personalities by Isha
Patnaik. The exhibit by OSA-SE was adjudged 1%t among all other presentations. Bidhu
Dash, Arpita Dash, Isha Patnaik were in charge of the exhibit at the venue.

Around 15 organizations had put up their food stall for different fundraisers. OSA-SE had
put up a food stall with delicacies from Odisha. Dahibara, Ghuguni Aluchop and Khaja.
Much to our surprise, all items were sold out within couple of hours and people from
different regions were in all praise of our mouthwatering items. We raised $617 from the
sale of food items and our food stall was adjudged the 2" best among all stalls. Our
volunteers Ullasini Sahoo, Vaishali Nayak, Sangeeta Nayak, Nileena Pani Dash, Jaya
Chaudhury, Swagatika Panda, Sanchita Panda, Lopa Rana & Pallavi Mohanty prepared the
items and Anil Sahoo, Anil Chaudhury, Manas Panda, Abhisek Panda, Gautam Patnaik,
Girija Shankar, Sarthak Das, Nileena Pani Dash managed the food stall.
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https://www.facebook.com/anil.sahoo.58?hc_location=ufi
https://www.facebook.com/abhisek.panda.129?hc_location=ufi

In the cultural event, OSA-SE had presented 2 dance items.
Odissi Dance by Elora Dash

Title: Mangalacharan-Namo Devi -

Choreography: Padmavibhushan Guru Kelucharan Mohapatra.
Music: Pandit Bhubaneswar Mishra

Taught by: Smt. Sujata Mohapatra

Sambalapuri Dance by Ankita Das, Ava Sahoo, Ayushi Mohanty, Eiha Patnaik, Manisha Kar,
Neelasha Panda, Prateek Behera, Saanvi Singh, Shreya Sahoo, Sneha Choudhury

Title: Hai Re Kain Mahani Lagiche

Choreography: Sangeeta Nayak

Odissi dance was adjudged 1%t among the 26 items that were presented. It was even
shared by Elaine Marshall (secretary of State, North Carolina) in her facebook page. The
Sambalpuri dance by our little kids was adjudged 5. It was a proud moment for the kids,
the parents and for Odisha.
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Elaine Marshall added 2 new
photos.

| enjoyed attending and participating in today's
Indian Independence Day celebration. The
dancing was outstanding!

We also met with new Odiya families who were pleasantly surprised to learn about our
presence in this area and graciously showed their interest to be part of the community.
The event was a grand success overall and the energy shown by OSA-SE members was
praise worthy. The success of this event is a great testament of the commitment and
motivation of this small but resilient group of OSA-SE members. Kudos!!!
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Ohio-Odia Annual Picnic
Dr. Anil K. Patnaik
President, OSA-Ohio

This year’s Odia picnic in Ohio was a revival of the age-old tradition of the Ohio Odias.
Because of the geographic separation (as far as 250 miles) of the Odias within the chapter
around three major city centers (Cleveland, Columbus and Cincinnati-Dayton), each city
centers organized their own picnic every year. But when we surveyed last year with
guestions such as what are the events everyone would like to be organized in Ohio chapter,
true to the Odia spirit, the distance was a small factor the picnic of the Ohio Odias and
majority voted for a picnic!

Again a suitable date was picked by majority voting to organize it on Aug 2nd. Columbus,
being the middle ground for all of Ohio, we picked that as the venue for this year's Ohio-
Odia picnic. It was wonderful to have 24 families participating in the Ohio-Odia picnic,
with many families coming from Cleveland and Cincinnati area; with a special mention of
an Ohioan-is-always-an-Ohioan Utkal and family coming for the picnic all the way from
Baltimore. The initial planning started with help of a few members from Columbus Odia
families Ajit, Kaumudi bhai, and Saswat bhai. Once we figures out the initial logistic need,
Akshay bhai, Arata bhai, and Tusar bhai helped doing the survey and finalizing the picnic
venue. Since reserved picnic shelter was not available, we picked a first-cum-first serve
shelter in the beautiful wooded Blendon Woods Metro Park in Columbus. The preparation
raced ahead with a chapter-wide conference phone call to decide on the details of the
picnic.

The picnic started with the heroic capture of the shelter by Arata bhai and Akshaya bhai
going to the pre-decided first-cum-first serve spot early in the morning and spending their
early hours for which we could have all the fun. People started coming in at around 11:00
am, when we already lighted up the picnic grill for chicken and corn grills! It was planned
to have the essentials of the picnic including a few appetizers, lunch and desert be covered
by general expense, and then families signed up for bring different foods and games to
share with everyone. Kudos to the spirit of Ohio Odias, everyone brought so many varieties
of foods and plenty of choice games to share with everyone -- it appeared that “diversity”
is the theme of the picnic :-) For registration after the initial help from Revati and Daisy
bhauja, the young-adults Varun Bhuyan and Safa Azad, took over. They did a fantastic job
in keeping track of all the details with support from other young-adults Anchit Rout and
Anjali Das.

EVENT PREFERENCES by Ohio-Odia
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Arata bhai & Prativa bhauja’s bold initiative in bringing the wonderful home-made dahi
bara was very much appreciated. The bara was well supported by the Arata bhai & Prativa
bhauja’s bold initiative in bringing the wonderful home-made dahi bara was very much
appreciated. The bara was well supported by the Chaska Grill and thanks to Mukhtar bhai
for getting it from Cincinnati. Chum chum, that was served after the lunch was a big hit.
Thanks to Gyana bhai for getting it from the famous Cincinnati Bengali sweets. Thanks also
to Ram-Rupa, who got Pizza, the most popular food for the kids and for some adults alike.
Dipali got home-made chenapoda, mango lassi and Banana cake. In snacks, Manini’s
undertaking of on-the-spot gupchup in collaboration with “gupchup water” from Narayan-
Revati was enjoyed by everyone. An Odia picnic with so many foods remains incomplete
without tea! Thanks to Arata bhai for preparing fresh tea right at the venue. In addition,
many thanks to Ajit-Mamata, Ashok bhai-Anita bhabi, Bishnu-Anu, Deepak bhai-Daisy
bhauja, Dhabaleswar bhai, Gyana bhai-Swapna bhauja, Liza appa, Mukhtar bhai-Nazneen
bhauja, Pramit-Punam, Srikant bhai-Snigdha Nani, Utkal-Archana who bought a lot of
varieties of fruits, vegetables, cakes, snacks, ice cream and drinks. The food menu was:
Apetizer: Dahi bara-guguni, Chicken & corn grill, chips, banana cake, mango lassi; Lunch:
Mutton biriyani, veggie biriyani, raita, chole and naan, veg salad, and pizza for kids;
Deserts: chum-chum, chena poda, coockies, cake and ice cream; Snacks: Fruits, pani puri,
cake, ice cream, tea.

In terms of activities, there were varieties again. We were also fortunate to have once-in-
a-year “tram trek” program inside the park organized by the metro park, where all the
picnic participants got free ride to tour the park. It appeared as if the tram was hired
specifically for us © Many participants also enjoyed going on the “bird hike” and walking
trails inside the beautiful park. However, the only down side was at any moment, there
were never all participants present at the picnic venue, but everyone had those additional
fun!
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For kids, there were plenty of games. Thanks to Deepak bhai who got fun games such as
rolling ball and sack race. It was fun to watch the little ones in the races. Aditya (Ram-
Rupa’s son) won the sack race amongst the kids and Adya won amongst the junior kids. Once
again thanks to our young-adults Madhur Bhuyan, Archita Rout and Abha Panda helped
Deepak bhai organizing the kid’s games. There were too many fun scenes but my favorite
one was one of the kid falling in the course and rushing without the sack bag! Also, since
there was a play area and our picnic area was at one end of the park, the kids enjoyed
playing their bikes, scooters, and running around, almost freely. The kids were also seen
playing soccer and flying disk. The kid’s sack race game was so much fun that there were
two more sack races one for the ladies and the other for all gentlemen. Anu won the sack
race amongst the ladies and Manoj in the gentlemen’s category.
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Once again thanks to Ashok bhai and Utkal for the cricket kits, Deepak bhai for the
volleyball, Ashok bhai for corn holes, and flying disks. Even the temperature > 90°F did not
damp the enthusiasm in the picnic games. Deepak bhai lead the volleyball games where
partcipants spanned all the age group! Almost everyone tried their hand in swinging the
ball and bat in cricket. The particular mentions are: the youngsters like Anchit and Varun
who came from baseball background but didn’t want to give up learning cricketing
swinging. Srikant bhai’s classy square drive was the highlight of the cricket game. While all
games were on, Ram was entertaining everyone with his musical collections. Two cute
young dancer Adya and Samikshya entertained everyone, and the best part was Sukant
Mausa and Mukhtar bhai’s dances to match the kid’s moves. Everyone was busy in one or
the other activity or in the general “khatti.” After all, for Ohio Odias, it was indeed a
special occasion to meet friends from all the three different cities, make new friends
and/or catch up with each other. Special thanks to Alok for patiently capturing the precious
moments in his camera through out the event. By 5:00 pm, some people already left for
the home because they had to travel long distance (~ two-and-half hour distance) before
they can reach home and get enough rest for the next day (Monday). Thanks to many who
helped cleaning up the picnic area, especially Deepak bhai-Daisy bhauja, Akshaya bhai-
Mamata bhauja, Arata bhai-Prativa bhauja, and Manoj-Manini for the final clean up.

We had a small vote of thanks meeting where Srikant bhai thanked everyone and |
announced the next Ohio-Odia Kumar Purnima event to be organized at Cleveland. Srikant
bhai came up with a brilliant impromptu slogan for the Ohio-Odia picnic:

“ Ohlo-Odiz picnic , AR GI1Q GIQ |”

While we all cheered with that slogan, that spirit summarized the day’s fun together! This
is captured in the last picture but only with about half the strength of all the participants.
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Like every event organization, a lot of volunteering hours of many selfless volunteers and
planning made it a very successful picnic. It is a blessing to have the opportunity to
organize picnic for the wonderful Ohio Odias family. My sincere gratitude to all those
participated and made the picnic so lively, and also sincere appreciation for many who
could not attend but helped in organizing directly and indirectly. Finally, thanks to those
who could not come for their prior commitments but had their kind wishes and blessings.
Even after my best efforts, | may have inadvertently missed someone’s name—my sincere
apologies in advance.

“ Ohio-Odis ; IR C1Q GIQ |”

Jai Jagannath.
Other
Ohio-Odia Activities

Rathyatra
Cleveland || Cincinnati || Columbus
Picnic
Cleveland || Cincinnati || Columbus

By
Anil Patnaik
anil.dipali@gmail.com
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OSA Michigan News — September 2015

Here at Michigan we have beautiful summer days. Thousands of sweet water lakes &
thousands of miles of sea beaches make it real grand to spend summer here. Michigan
OSA starts its yearly events with a summer picnic at a lake and then follows up with
Ganesh Puja, Kumar Purnima, Saraswati Puja & Vasantautsav. We also participate in August
15 |LA India Day, OSA Regional Dance Festival & OSA Convention.

This year we had our summer picnic on a bright sunny day of June 20t at Kensington
Metropark. This sprawling green park has both hilly terrains & blue water lakes. No doubt,
this is one of our favorite spot for yearly picnic event. We catered the food to give families
to arrive early with lots of time in hand to enjoy beautiful picnic day outside. Few people
chipped in with some of the delicacies like Lassi. We had several children’s game organized
& adults were busy playing cricket. After the lunch, we gathered for tea to welcome our
newly elected executive committee; Pradipta, Nutan & Sasadhara. We also thanked our
outgoing executive committee; Punyatoya, Swati & Sunil. Later on the day we went on a
lake cruise. Next picnic, we plan do it as Raja Utsav where there will be lot of stuff for
ladies to enjoy & play.
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This summer we organized a big team to represent MI-OSA at OSA convention held at
Washington, DC. We had few days to prepare. We organized rehearsals every weekend at
alternating homes of participants. We participated in Inter chapter drama competition,
inaugural cultural program and prime time programs (Sambalpuri folk dances). Several
children participated & won awards at Subrina Biswal, OSA Got Talent & Odissi Campu
Chhanda. Our drama team was placed second by the judges. Kudos to Sanghamitra for
leading this. Ranu Mohanti won the service award for the year 2015.
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India League of America (ILA) organizes India Day celebration for Independence Day here at
Michigan. This year we participated in the Aug 15% Independence Day parade with famous
Milkha Singh & West indies cricketer Kalicharan. Odissi dance choreographed by Manasi
was performed as inaugural dance. We organized snacks & coffee for all participants. We
plan to participate in even bigger number next year.

We observed Ganesh puja on September 19t Saturday. More than 40 families participated.
This time it was little different as we had a clay Ganesh Idol for puja & we did a Visarjan at
the end. We had arranged potluck lunch for this occasion. Nutan & Sonli & Rita did
wonderful job of selecting menu & getting participant confirmation through shared
spreadsheet. Yogesh performed the puja as usual with his vedic chants. We organized
odiya speech competition for little kids & we distributed prizes to the three winners. Annie
did a great job coordinating this. Our judges Sachi, Subhasis & Yogesh judged them based
on flow, grammar & substance. The best part was at the end when we all went out through
the parking lot, through the childrens play place & through the woods to a little unkempt
pond. Children & adults wore the red head band and marched in procession carrying the
little Ganesh Idol with an excitement of doing something new & different. We never had
Ganesh Visrajan before. People were touching & paying their last respects before we threw
the little Ganesh Idol into the pond. It was very pious moment for all of us.

Now we are set for another event - Kumar Purnima on October 24t™. We are planning to do
Osa Got Talent, prime time Odiya program & Mehfil at the end. One thing we can say,
people at Michigan know how to be odiya & enjoy all the festivals like Odiya.

Pradipta Mishra

By
Pradipta Mishra
Mishra.pradipta@gmail.com
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OSNE
Ganesh Pooja 2015
&
formal launch of

OSA-2016 Convention Process

The Odisha Society of New England (OSNE) celebrated Sri Ganesh pooja on 26t
September 2015 at Algonquin Regional High School, 79 Bartlett St., Northborough, MA
01532. The weather was wonderful to start the day. The Odias started gathering in the
school premises by 11:00 AM with great enthusiasm for serving the community,
celebrating their rich cultural heritage with intent to carry forward to the next generation,
strengthening the bonding with fellow Odias, worshipping Lord Ganesh and of course for
famous scrumptious Odia cuisine. There were around 200 Odias participated in this
celebration. Lord Ganesh was decorated with flowers, light within the “Medha” that was
custom built by our members. The hall was well decorated with banners depicting key arts
from Odisha like Konark temple, sculptures from various temples, and sand works of
Padmashree Sri Sudarsan Pattnaik. While the adult members were decorating the hall, the
kids were busy with coloring the printed picture of Lord Ganesh.

The Pooja started on time
conducted by the priest who
had made the Pooja
memorable as he was
explaining the kids the spiritual
significance of the rituals he
was following. We all enjoyed
singing together the prayer
while doing “Aarti”. Soon after
that with the help of our active
volunteers we had colorful
plate of Prasad such as
Panchamruta, Chudaghasha,

Bundi, Kala Chana, Halwa, and
Fruits. As we wrap up with the
Prasad with the help of our
volunteer we started our main
attraction of the day Cultural
Program.

Our first performance was
“Ganesh Vandana” dedicated
to Lord Ganesh in the form of
Odissi dance that was good
enough to calm our mind with
its soothing effect while
connecting back us to our Odia
culture.

yRee
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It was performed by Ishita Sahoo and Choreographed by OSA Kalashree winner Mrs.
Jayashree Mahapatra. The cultural program was packed with performances by 37 artists
that lasted for around 3 hours with packed audience. It is a kind of feast of cultural
programs to showcase the talents in Odissi Dance, Folk Dance, Bollywood Dance, Bhajans,
Keyboard Play, Tabla Play, Violin Play, Odia Prayer, English Song, Classical Song, Odissi Song,
and Contemporary Dance to Bollywood Music, Music Band, and Karaoke. OSNE has
created a great platform to promote and bring interest on these arts and pass on these
talents to the next generation.

EW ENGLAND

s A

The group Odissi Dance “Vakratunda Mahakaya” was performed by Aaditi Padhy, Alpana
Bakshi, Arya Mohanty, Eva Choudhury, Priyanka Nanda, Simran Dillip, Sneha Mahapatra,
Sruti Nanda and choreographed by Jayashree Maohapatra. It was an outstanding
performance with a beautiful coordination and stage full of kids that made that performance
awesome. We had another captivating Odissi performance “Mangalacharana” from Nritya
Sadhana, Connecticut performed by small kids Sohani Das, Muskan Sahoo, Tamanna Das
Mohapatra and Avantika Sahoo with their rich Odissi costume had simply mesmerized the
audience. Alisha Paul and Amisha Paul of Nritya Sadhana, CT performed “Shiv Tandav”,
Odissi Dance. Senior Odissi artist Srabonti Bandyopadhaya had an eye-catching solo
performance on “Hamsadhwani Pallavi”.

ORISSA SOCIETY OF NEW '
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One of our young members Shruti Nanda who is a 10t grader had amazed us by
in choreographing a semi classical fusion on the song “Radha
Nachegi” and beautifully performed by our dynamic trio Archa Sahoo, Anusha Senapati
and Aunlekha Sahoo who made our audience speechless. Similarly another young member
Bill Senapati who is a 9t grader, demonstrated their wonderful team work on the Music

presenting her effort

Band Performance comprising Piano by Yash sahoo,

Violin by Poonam Sahoo, Arya

Mohanty,Sambit Sahoo, Alpana Bakshi, Clarinet by Bill Senapati and Flute by Simran
Dillip,Rishav Pradhan and Siya Barik. The team was supervised by Sri Swaroop Sahoo. The
audience applauded the team effort and the superb performance.

O
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There was a special performance by Shruti Nanda and Priyanka Nanda the duo who won
second place in OSA-2015 Subrina Biswal competition. They presented spell bound
performance on Odia folk dance on “Hai Re Hai Barasa Meghe...” and made the audience
float by with the beat of their dance.

We OSNE members got carried away with the vibrant voice of our OSNE singers
Prabhudutta Mohanty and Sanjeev Swain in karaoke “Sri Ganesh Deva”of famous Sankar
Mahadevan and brought that strong feeling of devotion towards our Lord Ganesh.

The OSNE members also enjoyed solo performances by Soumyan Behera, Nirmit Brahma,
Shaashwat Sahoo, Sneha Mahapatra, Maya Swain, Krishna Swain, Vedant Aryan, Harshit
Panigrahi and Selina Satpathy.

t | a%j {

ORISSA SOCIETY OF NEV
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As a tribute to our noted Odia lyricist Nizam who died on 22" September 2015, 4 days
before our program, the Odias in New England observed 1 minute silence prayer in honor
of him. It was followed by a presentation of one of his popular Odia songs “Nida Bhara Rati
Madhu Bhara Janha....” by Leena Ray.

The audio visuals were very well coordinated and managed by Sri Prabhu Prasad Sahoo,
cultural secretary and stage decoration was coordinated by Sri Satish Sahoo, OSNE
secretary. Registration was coordinated by Sri Niranjan Senapati and Sri Manabesh Das.
There were many and many volunteers for various activities to make this community event
successful and making the community vibrant. Without them this community event would
not have been successful.
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The New England chapter launched the OSA-2016 Convention process by seeking the
blessings of “Bignavinashak” Lord Ganesh. The OSNE chapter president Dr. Mohanty gave
a presentation to the general body on the works/activities and income/expenses of the

society. He invited OSA-2016 convener Dr. Sourya Mohapatra and co-convener Dr. Pradeep
Dhal to officially lunch the convention proc ess from OSNE platform.

Dr. Mohapatra briefed the members on the ongoing developments, plans and declared the
chairs for various committees in support of upcoming OSA convention. The Web
committee chair Sri Saroj Panigrahi, co-chair Sri Pradeep Sahu (CT) and the team lunched
the OSA-2016 website. Fund Raising Chair Sri Nihar Nanda and the nine member team
(named as Nabaratna) briefed their plans for fund raising.

The general body led by Sri Nityananda Mishra and Sri Budhinath Padhy proposed
chapter’s office bearers for 2015-2016. The current committee’s tenure was extended for
another one year to support the upcoming OSA convention. The OSNE Connecticut
members announced to host the community event Kumar Purnima in the month of
November.

P
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There was a happy ending, as usual, with delicious homemade food such as Kanika, Puri,
Dalma, Khata, Odia style Bhaja, Chhena Tarakari, Paneer for kids , Aloo dum, Saga, Khiri,
Malpua which was very well managed by Mrs. Sujata Dhal and Mrs. Leena Mohapatra. We
all had great memorable time with great food, great background music/Mehefil and of
course meeting, interacting with our Odia community

by

Prativa Sahoo

Cultural Secretary
OSNE
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Birth Centenary Celebration of Odia writer
</ Bama Charan Mitra
by
iGurukul,
California, USA
on
Sep. 12, 2015

After celebration of 100th birth anniversary of Odia short story writer, essayist and novelist
Late Bama Charan Mitra by the Indian Sahitya Academy on July 19, 2015, a centenary
celebration of the author was organized in California, USA under the auspices of iGurkul,
California on Sep 12. 2015.

The event was well attended by Odia literature and culture lovers from around nearby
areas. Mr. Deba Ranjan Mohanty (an old neighbor of the writer at Cuttack during his
youth), Prof. Triloki Pandey (Professor, University of California, Santa Cruz), Mr. Ram Das
and Smt. Jayantika Das (Youngest son-in-law and daughter of Padmabhushan Gopinath
Mohanty) were the chief guests.

Mr. Deba Ranjan Mohanty and Prof. Triloki Pandey started the event by lighting candles for
Lord Jagannatha.

An edited video and slideshow prepared from the excerpts of the celebration in India was
presented. Kuku Das and Gayatri Joshi from iGurukul presented the introduction and vote
of thanks respectively. Mr. Twisampati Mitra (middle son of Bama Charan Mitra) was also
present in celebration.
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Several Odia literature lovers from California read his short stories, essays and articles
written on him. Some of his writings that were read at the event included - Bama Babu'nka
Smruti (Deba Ranjan Mohanty), Suchana: Chandra O' Champa (Debendra Das Sharma),
Writer and Spirituality (Prof. Triloki Pandey), Swargata Bamacharan Mitra by Sri Gopinath
Mohanty (Smt. Jayantika Das), Dhadi Bhai Sahita Gotie Ratri (Dillip Praharaj), Mimi Ra
Sahitya Sikhya (Kuku Das), Laddu (Priyadarshy Dash), Bamacharna Mitra Smarane by Sri
Akhila Mohan Pattanaik (Manoj Panda), and Manisha Bamacharana by JM Joardar
(Twisampati Mitra.)

Videography and Photography was done by Sangram Pattanaik and Manoj Joshi while the
sound system was set up by Priyadarshy Dash. Amlan Debnath and Kishore Choudhury
were chief organizers and many people volunteered to help on the spot.

The event lasted more than four hours in the evening of Sep 12, 2015. The audience
enjoyed the readings to the end, in spite of the long hours spent late in to the night.
However, it was unfortunate that some readers were not able to read their part due to lack
of time. They included: Manoj Joshi, Pramod Mishra, and Ram Das. Snacks and dinner for
the guests were also provided during the event.

It was a proud evening for iGurukul to be able to organize such wonderful evening of
Sahitya Alochana and celebrate the Birth Centenary of Odia writer Late Bama Charan
Mitra, some of whose writings have remained timeless in Odia Literature.

This would not have been possible without the hard work of dedicated volunteers and
participation of Odia lovers in America.

iGurukul is grateful and thankful to each and everyone who participated in this auspicious
event.

by
Twisampati Mitra
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Tim Ford State Park Oriya Picnic
By: Diya Samal
Birmingham, AL

This is the one time of the year that | get to hear the best language in the whole world;

Odia...!

When | tell my friends about the language, they think I’'m saying Oreo (the cookie). | just
laugh and think,

“Our language is just as awesome as the cookie is.”

We have our ways. We aren’t very proper. We just laugh and talk very loudly; but that’s
what makes us, us. During this picnic | witnessed this kind of stuff and | will share it with

you.

It took a while for everyone to start getting used to speaking Odia. That’s just another sign
of how rare and unique our language is. Even though | was born here and my main
language is English, | still thought this was really cool and maybe even a little bit funny too.

| usually here Hindi or Telugu, but that day it was just Odia (and a little bit of English).

| felt like that place we were at was just perfect for everyone. People were
cooking (my mom was making pakoda with others, my dad was grilling with some and
other people were getting lunch ready. Then, we went on a hike. My mom got lost with
some people and came back when lunch was being served. We had some really yummy
food. Everyone was having fun in some way. This picnic was epic.

This gives me a chance to actually understand the language that’s being
spoken in an Indian gathering. It also makes me happy to know that there are so many
people like us in the U.S. Getting together just lets you realize and understand the

greatness of our language.
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We 2re waiting...

Dear Fellow Members of the OSA community:

It is our great pleasure to cordially invite you and your families to the 47t
Annual Convention of OSA to be held in the Greater Boston area of New
England during July 1st to 3rd, 2016. As you might be aware of, Boston is the
birthplace of OSA and the New World. Greater Boston area is home to some of
the world renowned universities like Harvard, Brown, MIT, Tufts, and Berklee
School of Music and epicenter for Biotechnology industries. Steeped in history
and culture, Boston is proudly called “innovation hub " of USA.

Having shouldered the responsibility to host this convention, we have put
together a team of volunteers that is energetic, enthusiastic with wealth of
innovative ideas. Our team is committed to make OSA-2016 a grand success.
We are striving to make your trip to Boston area one of the most pleasant and
memorable New England experience. It is needless to mention that you will
have plenty of opportunities to enjoy finely woven entertainment programs,
socialize with friends from near and far, and savor high quality and ethnic food
during the convention. Furthermore, if you would like to explore the attractions
in the New England area, here are some highlights. There are duck boat tours,
harbor cruise, world class museums, the Gillette Stadium (home to New
England Patriots), and whale watching in and around Boston. A trip to the
fabled mansions along Bellevue Avenue and taking a cliff walk in Newport,
Rhode Island could take your breath away. You could visit Mark Twain’s house in
Hartford, Connecticut, or take trip to Acadia National Park in Bar Harbor, Maine.
You can hike the lush green mountains of Vermont and New Hampshire or
enjoy the ocean in Cape Cod and its islands like Martha’s Vineyard.

In summary, there is an overabundance of things to do and places to see. All we
can say is please come to attend the 47t OSA convention in July, 2016, and
experience the New England. The Odisha Society of New England is eagerly
looking forward to welcome you!

With warm Regards

Sourya R Mahapatra
Convener

&

Pradeep K Dhal

Co-Convener
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Boston Too...lll

Boston is steeped in history.
It was the starting point of the
American Revolution.
Modern Boston meets historic Boston on
every street to provide
a unique experience.

Odisha Society of New England

Scenic View of Boston

Boston is an extremely walkable city,
and provides a reliable subway system.
Visit the award-winning Museum of Science.
Take a walk through the beautiful Boston
Commons, the oldest public park
in the United States.

Boston is the best college town in America, and
ranked the #1 smartest city in the U. S
An excellent opportunity to visit renowned
colleges such as Harvard, MIT, Tufts, Boston
University, Boston College, and many more -all
within a few train stops.

Visit the aquarium and go whale watching
in the Atlantic Ocean.
Take a Duck Tour through the city and
the Boston Harbor.
The North End, South End, Back Bay, Financial
District -each neighborhood offers a unique feel.
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BARRISTER BISWANATH

The Forgotten Hero of Odisha

By
Prof. (Dr.) Surjya Kumar Misra

October 18, 1878 was an auspicious day in the calendar of Odisha unification history; which
has been very quietly forgotten by many, modern historians as well as the commoners.
However, even today those who delve into the history of the unification movement of
Oriya-speaking tracts under one separate state do recognize the importance and
significance of the day. This was the day when Biswanath Misra was born to father
Kulamani Misra and mother Radhika Devi at Nua Someswarpur near Sakhigopal, Puri. At
the time of his birth, nobody including his parents ever thought that they had given birth to
a boy who was going to be one of the pioneer torch bearers in the creation of Odisha as an

independent state.

His life, as he grew with time, became an interesting chapter in the history of Odisha. He
not only went on to become the first Barrister of Odisha; but also became a great Oriya
patriot and a pioneer of the amalgamation movement of Oriya-speaking tracts into one
independent Odisha state. He has been an unparallel example of great zeal, adventure and
patriotism. A study of his life can speak in million words about his achievements with

regard to his unfathomable love for Oriyas and Odisha.

Inspite of extreme poverty and conservatism of the time, he finished his middle vernacular
education from Beraboi, a place close to his village. Thereafter, he got into Puri Zilla School
for his “Entrance” education. There was vehement opposition from the Brahman Sasan to
Biswanath pursuing English education. To get over the problem, his father, a poor servitor
practicing “Jajamani” in the small village, but a dedicated parent for his son’s higher

education, paid a penalty of twenty rupees to the Brahman sasan; which was quite a sum
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at the time. In 1902 Biswanath cleared his School education in flying colors and won the
divisional scholarship of ten rupees per month. His success in School encouraged him to

join Ravenshaw College for his F.A.; which he successfully completed in 1904.

At the time, Telugu teachers with limited knowledge of Oriya, taught Oriya language to the
students of Oriya-speaking tracts of Ganjam district, then under Madras province.
Biswanath was awfully disturbed by this and under the influence of Sri Madhusudan Das,
decided to join as a teacher in Rasolkonda (now Bhanjanagar) Training School. After a
brief stint as a teacher, he realized that he could be of immense help as a lawyer to the
cause of Oriyas in the separated Oriya-speaking tracts. Consequently, he joined for his
pleadership in Madras; which he completed in 1906. After doing pleadership, he started
working as a Pleader (Lawyer) in Aska, again under the instruction of his mentor and
influencer, Sri Madhusudan Das, for fighting the cause of Oriyas and amalgamation of
Oriya-speaking tracts. In this movement of his, stalwarts like Sri Harihara Panda, Pandit

Nilamani Bidyaratna, and Sri Sashibhushan Rath joined hands with him.

Biswanath was as much close to Pandit Gopabandhu Dash and his four sakhas (friends) as
he was to Sri Madhusudan Das. Although he was closely associated with Satyabadi Bana
Vidyalaya, he had never joined the Satyabadi Group officially. He remained outside the
“Panchasakha” group activities despite being very close to all of them in social life. In fact,
Pandit Gopabandhu had tremendous influence on him. On his insistence, Biswanath gave
his eldest daughter, Sati Devi, in marriage to Sri Gobind Tripathy, a well known literateur,
intellectual and administrator of the time who was a widower, as his first wife, Rebati Deuvi,
the sister of the eminent Pandit Lingaraj Misra, had passed away at a tender age.
Biswanath always believed in social reforms and had been strongly influenced by Pandit

Gopabandhu Dash whom he always treated as his elder brother.

Odisha at the time was only a division with the three districts of Cuttack, Puri and Balasore
under the Bengal province. Ganjam and Vishakhapatnam were in the Madras province and
Sambalpur was in the Central Province. The Oriyas belonging to these areas were looked

down upon and were literally mistreated. Biswanath, as his nature was, became extremely
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perturbed by the mistreatment of Oriyas and became loudly verbose whenever the
occasion demanded. By being so, he instilled the Oriya-pride in the people of the area
right from the grass-root level. To pass a strong message of unity amongst Oriyas, he
strategized to bring the kings and zamindars of Ganjam together and join him. The success
of this strategic move ultimately laid the foundation of the Oriya pride and Oriya
movement. No wonder, through this movement, Pleader Biswanath could successfully use
Oriya language instead of Telugu in all official proceedings in the courts of Ganjam - a
feather in his cap. “Star of Utkal” in its 13.01.1906 edition praised Biswanath highly for his

pioneering efforts in that regard.

Biswanath was unfathomably ambitious and never stayed contented with his
achievements. He strongly believed like Socrates, “it is better to be dissatisfied as a man
rather than a pig satisfied.” This typical character of his led him to dream big and dream to
become a barrister; which at the time was considered as probably the most coveted
position for an Indian. Besides, no Oriya at the time had shown any indication of
accomplishing this rare feat. After four years of dedicated service to Oriyas in Aska as a
Pleader, in 1909 he left for London to pursue his ultimate ambition of becoming a barrister,
that too, the first Oriya barrister. In 1910 he got himself admitted into Middle Temple,
London, for the purpose and resided in Gray’s Inn. During those days, it was mandatory for
one to stay in one of the four Inns in London to become a barrister. After successful
completion of his program at Middle Temple, he came back to India; but left for London

again in late 1912 to receive his call letter to the bar and received it in January 1913.

After becoming a barrister, he joined the Calcutta High Court. He continued practicing
there so long as Cuttack, Puri, Balasore (the Odisha Division) were under Bengal province.
Later when Odisha Division was taken out of Bengal and was amalgamated with Bihar,
Barrister Biswanath, whose primary concern always had been to look after the upliftment
of Oriyas and protection of their interest, left Calcutta and joined the Patna High Court for
continuing his practice. However, despite his law practice, his priority remained the same -

amalgamation of Oriya-speaking tracts into a separate state of Odisha.
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Biswanath believed that a state’s education and culture could only give it a distinguished
existence. Hence, he tirelessly put all his efforts to see that education system for the
Oriyas improved. It is due to his unceasing persistence, Maharaja of Mayurbhanj opened
the Maharaja Science Laboratory and Rajasaheb of Kanika opened the Kanika Library in
Ravenshaw College. Through his efforts again, Maharaja of Sonpur contributed for opening
up of the Postgraduate Department of Oriya in Calcutta University, and a Chair was created

for research in Oriya literature and language in Shanti Niketan.

From the days of youth, he had been an active member of the Utkal Sammelani and
continued to be so as long as he lived. Being a fiery speaker, he kept all the leading
members of the Sammelani united and unidirected to fight for one separate state of
Odisha with all the Oriya-speaking tracts united under it. The following is an excerpt from

Odisha Review of August 2008:

“Among the inspired and motivated students who came forward to extend their help,
Biswanath was most prominent one. In the conference of the Utkal Sammilani in 1903 at
Cuttack, Biswanath worked as a sincere and dedicated volunteer and attracted the
attention and admiration of the Sammilani leadership. It is said his discipline, sobriety,
manners and sense of duty attracted the attention of delegates and more particularly the
delegates and spectators of Ganjam . Biswanath attended the Utkal Union conference
(Utkal Sammilani) of 1904 as a delegate of Ganjam while working as a teacher at
Rasulkonda (Bhanjanagar). In this Conference he played a pro-active role with the maturity
of a statesman. This pro-active role was unlike his place as a volunteer at the Utkal Union
Conference of 1903 at Cuttack when he was only a silent listener. By now he had acquired
a sense of Self -Confidence as a teacher activist in the public domain. This emboldened him
to become articulate and firmly put forward his view. In the course of supporting the
proposal for amalgamation of Oriya -speaking tracts under one political administration,
Biswanath apprised the delegates of the pitiable state of affairs of Oriya language and its
teaching in Ganjam under Madras presidency. Another memorable dimension of his
personality which smacked of his maturity as a leader in the Oriya amalgamation
movement came in bolder relief in the conference. This was marked in his passionate plea

for unity in the Oriya movement at a time when Madhu Babu and young Gopabandhu
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almost came to a clash with regard to their divergent perceptions. This conflicting
situation developed like this. Young Gopabandhu in a booklet entitled "Prayer" proposed
that Sambalpur along with all Oriya speaking tracts should be put under Madhya Pradesh.
As against this, Madhu Babu desired that all Oriya -speaking tracts including Ganjam and
Sambalpur should be tagged with Bengal under one administration. In this encircling gloom
of disunity and clash of perceptions, Ganjam held aloft the flag of unity spearheaded by
Biswanath. Biswanath said that the huge Oriya Bhukhanda or the large and far - long Oriya
- speaking territory spread from Mahendra Mountains to Meghasan. It is not the proper
time or the right moment to raise this question on whether to tag this huge Oriya
Bhukhanda or territory with Madhya Pradesh or Bengal. Let us now close this debate. Let it
be left unto the future. Biswanath's plea for unity earned the admiration of the delegates
and was adopted with overwhelming support. It may be said that this successful effort of
Biswanath prevented an early rupture in the Oriya movement which had to traverse miles
ahead in its struggle for amalgamation and formation of a separate Odisha province.
Biswanath certainly deserves recognition for his successful role as a troubleshooter when

the Oriya movement was in a state of crisis.”

His relentless effort to see Odisha as a separate state finally brought him to Cuttack to
pursue his professional career in the legal field. He made Bharati Kotha, Purighat, Cuttack,
finally his home. After arriving at Cuttack, he was elected as the President of the Student
Society. Eminent student leaders of the time who went on to become big names in
Odisha’s politics later, like Dr. Harekrushna Mahtab, Sri Nabakrushna Chowdhury, and Sri
Jadumani Mangaraj worked under him as his disciples. The student Society worked and

fought for independent Odisha under the leadership of Barrister Biswanath.

Biswanath not only made his presence felt in India for a separate Odisha, he pursued it
hard even during his stay in England. His seamless efforts in this regard started bearing
fruits, and as a result, Mr. Mac Callum Scott, M.P., advocated the cause of Oriyas in the
House of Commons and Mr. Montague, the under Secretary of State, was convinced of the

desirability of a separate province for Oriyas.
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Barrister Biswanath Misra was elected to the Central Legislative Assembly (today’s
equivalence of Indian Parliament) as a Member in 1922. As a parliamentarian, he was
never cowed down by the British statesmen, and was unstoppable from advocating the
cause of Oriyas and unified Odisha. In 1924, he became the coordinator of the
Commission intended for consideration of unification of Odisha; which was headed by Mr.
C. L. Philip (the political representative of British Government for Odisha Division) and Mr.
A. C. Doff (the District Magistrate of Vizag). He also played a major role and became a
powerful force in Major Attlee’s committee (constituted by Simon Commission) to tour and

locate the Oriya-speaking tracts of Madras province.

He was elected again in 1930 as a Member to the Central Legislative Assembly. During this
repeat stint as a Member, he used to become so vocal and loud on the floor of the Central
Assembly about the rights of Oriyas to have a separate province that all his colleagues
started calling him “Mr. Odisha”. He never got tired of his demands. All later generation
historians and writers have termed him as “Utkal Ratna” for his great contributions to the
formation of a separate state of Odisha. Sri Manmohan Misra, the eminent litterateur and
biographer of Barrister Biswanath Misra, Dr. Harekrushna Mahtab, Prof. Manmathnath Das,
Prof. Sriram Chandra Dash, Dr. Radhanath Rath, Sri Nilamani Routray, Sri Brahmananda
Panda, Sri Annada Prasad Ray, former President of Utkal Sahitya Samaj, and Sri Rabi Dash,
etc., have all eulogized and lauded the work and efforts of Barrister Misra towards the

unification of Odisha and have justified the crown of Utkal Ratna bestowed on him.

He used to be relentlessly dogged in his efforts for realization of his dream state of Odisha;
but unfortunately, destiny had its plans otherwise. The great patriot and Oriya-lover, Utkal
Ratna Barrister Biswanath Misra, after the conclusion of the 1933 summer session of the
parliament in Shimla, suffered a massive cardiac arrest leading to his untimely demise
leaving the entire country in shock. Incidentally, it was September 19t, the auspicious day
of Mahalaya, when his pyre was lit in the Sanjoli crematorium in Shimla. Biswanath,
unfortunately, before realizing his much cherished dream, departed to the other world at
the age of only fifty-five.

On his untimely and sad demise, many news papers across the nation wrote illuminating

obituaries out of which one by “The Statesman” is quoted below:
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“Mr. Misra was a Barrister of Gray’s Inn and a pioneer of the movement for the creation of
a separate province of Odisha. In his early days in England he devoted much time and
patience studying in the British Museum the History of the Oriya people and their present
territory, and the results of his prolonged researches are embodied in a book, “A Short

History of Ancient Utkal”, which he was hoping to publish soon.

As a Barrister he practiced successfully in Calcutta, Patna and Cuttack. His home was in
Cuttack where he leaves his widow ......................
Thus came an end to the life of a great intellectual, scholar, Oriya and Odisha lover who
not only fought for a separate Odisha state; but also was a hero in every walk of life, be it
education, the parliamentary affairs or social reforms. How many Oriyas (Odias) today can
even recall his name, forget about his achievements. He was a hero and would remain a
hero, as long as the history of Odisha (Odisha) remains alive. Let us not forget the heroic
efforts of our ancestors who have been instrumental in giving us our beloved motherland
and instiling in us the sense of pride for having a motherland.

“BANDE UTKALA JANANL"”

quos eene Ae3q 692 Caq 63
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Prof. (Dr.) Surjya Kumar Misra

Former Professor and Head, Business Administration,
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416 (B) Padmavati Vihar
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Bhubaneswar— 753021
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Email: surjyakmisra@gmail.com
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Astronomical Talents of Ancient India:

A forgotten Legacy

Darshan Panda

Before we invented civilization our ancestors lived mainly in the open out under the sky.
Before we devised artificial lights and atmospheric pollution and modern forms of
nocturnal entertainment we watched the stars. There were practical calendar reasons of
course but there was more to it than that. Even today the most jaded city dweller can be
unexpectedly moved upon encountering a clear night sky studded with thousands of
twinkling stars. One of the most ancient civilizations raised its head at the banks of the
Ganges- the indo Aryan civilization. The very heart of this civilization from its beginning has
a direct chord of bondage with these celestial marvels. You take any part of its ritual, there
is a special position of stars and planets that decides the best time to perform it. Ancient
Indians were devoted to these heavenly bodies . In this article | have discussed some of
their forgotten achievements in this field. Ancient India's contribution to knowledge of

Astronomy is immense.

Spherical Earth-Who knew it first?

Who had discovered that Earth is a sphere? Our books teach us that it was Kepler,
Copernicus, and Galileo. They all belong to 16th & 17th century AD. What was ancient
India's Knowledge in this regard? Don't they know that earth was round? Yes, they do.
Indians knew this fact for ages, even from ancient times. Here are a few references to

substantiate this fact;

The renowned Indian Astronomer Aryabhatta (476AD) had said
¢ "Bhugolah sarvato vrttah"- the earth is round from all sides
(Aryabhattiyam, Golapada, sixth sloka)

He had also accurately calculated the diameter of the Earth.

(Aryabhattiyam, Chapter 1- sloka five)

Another Indian Astronomer varahamihira (6th century AD) in his text "Pancba Sidbantbika"

said as under
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¢ Panca mahabhutamayastraraga panjare mahilgolah.
("Pancha Sidhanthika" 13Ch-slokal)
The "spherical” Earth that is made up of Panch a Bhuthas (five elements) is hanging in
the space, studded by twinkling stars like an iron ball hanging in a cage.
Let us observe this Vedic mantra of Rigveda
e Cakranasah parinaham prthivva (Rig veda 1.33.8)
It says "people who reside on the surface of the Earth's circumference."
There are many Vedic verses; many of them proclaim the spherical shape of the Earth.
Surya Sidhantha, an ancient Indian astronomical text reveals that
Madhye samantandasya bhugolo vyomni tisthati (12thCh-32 sloka)

"In the midst of Universe (Brahmaanda), the spherical earth stands firm in the space."
Bhaskaracharya (11 th century AD), the famous Mathematician, in his book titled
"Leelavathi"”, answers a question posed by the little girl Leelavathi,
"Whatever your eyes see is not the reality. Earth is not flat as you see it. It is a sphere. If
you draw a very big circle and look at the one fourth of its circumference, you see it as a
straight line. Bur in true sense it is a circle. Similarly earth is spherical in shape."
Aryabhattiyam the book written by Aryabhatta had been translated into Latin during
13th century, This book would haw influenced the western Astronomers.
Aryabhatta had even explained in his book the reasons for eclipse
Chadayati sasi suryam sasinam mahati ca bhuchhaya
(Aryabhattiyam, Golapada, sloka 37)

"When moon shadows the Sun, solar eclipse occurs, when earth shadows the Moon,
lunar eclipse occurs."

He had also calculated the accurate occurrences of the eclipses; number of days Earth
takes to revolve round the Sun (365 days six hours 12 minutes and 30 seconds) and
number of hours that earth takes to revolve around itself (23 hours, 56 minutes, 4.1

seconds).

Even today in most of the Indian languages the term "Geography" means BHUGOLA
SASTRA. The very word "Bhugola" means spherical earth. This shows that ages ago Indians
knew that earth was spherical in shape.

Then why do we teach our children in schools that Western scientists had found this great

discovery about the shape of the Earth?
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3 Many Apples had fallen before Newton’s Gravity Laws

Yes, many apples, especially many Indian apples had fallen down before Newton had
discovered Laws of Gravitation. Ancient Indian Astronomical texts are replete with
Gravitational laws. It is not fair to say that Newton had discovered them first without giving
due recognition to great Indian Astronomers.

Let us get into the facts ...

e Surya Sidhantha, the classical Indian Astronomical text says "because of the
dharanatmika sakti, Earth is standing firm in the space without falling away
madhye samantandasya bhugolo vyomni tisthati
bibhranah paramam saktim brahmano dharanatmikam
(Surya Sidhantha 12th chapter 32 sloka)

Varahamihira (6th century AD) had said "it is an experience of everyone that on any part
of the earth, that the flames of the fire go up and the objects that were thrown up fall
down
gaganamupaiti sikhisikha ksiptamapi ksitimupaiti guru kincit
yadvadiha manavanam a suranam tadvadevajghah

(Pancha Sidhanthi, 13th chapter 4th sloka)

Bhaskaracharya (11th Century AD), the famous Indian mathematician in his text
"Leelavathi" explains, "Earth has guruthvakarsna sakti (Gravitational force). Due to mutual
attraction between the planets, they (planets) are able to hold themselves firmly in space.
In his other text, "Siddhantha Shiromam;" Bhaskaracharya reveals that, "Earth naturally
attracts every object in the space towards itself. Because of this attracting force, all objects
fall on the earth. When there is balance in attraction among planets where would they
fall?"
akrsta saktisca mahi taya yat svastham guru svabhimukham svasaktya akrsyate
tatpatativa bhati same samantat kva patatviyam khe

(Siddhantha Shiromani, Bhuvanakosa, sixth sloka)

Brahmagupta (7th century AD), renowned Mathematician in his famous text "Brahma
Sputa Siddhantha, discloses " like water having natural downward flow, Earth also has

similar attraction power, because of which all objects get attracted towards it."
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Jagad Guru Sri AdiSankara in his commentary on Prasna Upanishad had said, " as earth at-
tracts the up going (thrownup) objects, so do the ever elevating Pranasakti in the body, is
being pulled down by the Apanasakti.
tatha prthivyamabhimanini ya devata prasidtha saisa
purusasya apana vrttimavastabhya krsya vasikrityadha eva
apakarsena anugraham kurvati vartata ityarthah
anyatha hi sariram gurutvat patet savakase vodgacchet
(Commentary of Adi Sankara for 3Ch-8th sloka of Prasnopanishad)

Many Indian texts had similar references about Gravity Laws. All these facts were revealed

centuries before Newton.
4 Who goes around whom, Earth vs Sun?

Heliocentric theory of our solar system was first propounded by Copernicus in 1453. He
prounded that the Sun is the centre of our universe and all the planets revolve around it .
As it was against the views of the holy Bible, he had been persecuted. Afterwards in the
year 1632 Galileo, supported this view and became a sinner in the eyes of Church .
But, Indian perception about our solar system is clearly stated in Vedas and other oriental
Astronomical
Ancient Vedic knowledge is very lucid in its expression about Sun being the centre of our
Universe (Solar system).
Let analyse few Vedic verses in this regard,

mitro dadhara prthavimutadvam mitrah) krstih (Rigveda 3.5.59.1)

Sun, with his attracting force is holding this earth and the other celestial bodies.
Trinabhicakramajaramanarvam yenema visva bhuvanani tasthuh
(Rigveda 1.164.1)
All the celestial bodies (Planets) are moving in elliptical orbits.

ayam gauh prsnirakramit asadanmataram purah pitaram ca prayantsvah (Rigveda 10.189.1)
Moon being the sub planet of earth, is revolving around its motherly planet earth and
earth is revolving around its fatherly planet sun.
Sun never sets or rises, (because of earth's movements, it appears to us as sun rising in the

cast and setting in the west. (Rigveda - Aitareya Brabhman)
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Aryabbatra, had clearly explained this phenomenon with a logical principle called,
"Laghu- Guru Nyaya." Laghu means small or light weighted object, Guru means big or
heavy object. It implies that a small object revolves around a big object, like a disciple

going around a Guru or Teacher.

He had also stated that Moon gets Light from the Sun and so shines. He is the first person
to propound that each planet moves around itself and he had accurately calculated the
time taken for Earth's rotation around itself and Earth's revolution around Sun.

In the Indian view, the Sun and the moon were also considered to be "Graham" (The
meaning of the word should not be mistaken for Planet). "Graha" in Sanskrit means that
which influences or which gets influenced.

Many Astronomical and Astrological calculations of various Indian Astronomers were
based on the relative positions of various celestial bodies. Hence these calculations should
not be interpreted as "Larth centered universe". There was a crystal clear clarity among
Indians that Sun is the centre of Universe, The Vedas, and the above-referred Indian
Astronomical texts, substantiate this fact.

(Source; Ancient Indian Science and its relevance to modem world P-27; Published by

Rashtriya Sanskrit Vidyapeeth, Tirupathi)

5 Seven Colours of Sun Light

Seven colours mix together to become an intense glow of white rays of the Sun. Sir Isaac
Newton; the renowed scientist of 16th century had been accredited with this Discovery.
World believes this with all fanfare.

Ages before Newton, the ancient Indian Vedic knowledge had revealed that the sunlight

consists of seven colours.

sapta tva harito rathe vahanti deva surya sociksesam vicaksana (Rigveda 1.50.9)
ava divastarayanti sapta suryasva rasmyah (Atharvaveda 17-10-17-1)

Sun's seven coloured rays are making a day.

Does that mean sun has only seven rays? No, sun emits millions and millions of rays. But

each ray of light has seven colours embedded in it. The Vedic terminology often refers to
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word "saptha asva ruda". It actually means seven coloured white sunrays. The Vedic
meaning of word "asva" also means "light rays".
The Taittiriya aranyaka says

" eko-asva vahati sapta namah" (Rig veda 1-164-2)
It means sun Light is one (white) but called as seven, figuratively the above sloka can be
expressed as sun being carried by one horse called with seven names.
Interestingly in Chandogya Upanishad there is a slob (8-6-1), it says that sun's ray has three
colours; they are blue, yellow and red. Infact this is also true in the sense that three colours

are the basic colours, which become other colours.

6 Measuring the Speed of Light
Ancient Indians knew about the speed of light. In fact they calculated it accurately. But the
Western world says that, "Romar" had first estimated it in the year 1675. To substantiate
the Indian version, let us observe the sayanacarya's commentary on Vedas, which was
written in 14th century A.D.
taranirvisvadarsato jyotiskrdasi surya visvama bhasi rocanam (Rig veda 1.50.4)
For the above Rig Vedic sloka-verse he had written an explanation, revealing the speed of
sunlight.
yojananam sahasram dve dve sate dve ca yojane
ekena nimisardhena krama mana namostu te
It means that the sunlight travels 2202 yojanas in half nimisha. Here yojana means 9.11
miles. According to traditional Indian calculations in one full day (including night) there are
8,10,000 half minutes. That means for one second there are 8/75 half minutes.
Then the speed of light should be 2202 X 9.11 / (8/75) = 1,88,064 miles per second.
The above calculation is very close to the modern value estimated by the 20th century
scientists' Michealson and Morley i.e 1,86,300 miles per second. The above fact had been
clearly mentioned in Maxmullar's compilation of Rigveda, (1890), as he had taken Saayana
Bhashya as authority for his work of translating Vedas. Maxmullar’s had referred to the
manuscript of sayanacarva's commentary (1395 AD) copy of which is now available in
Baroda library for our reference.
Note: Yojana according to Arthasastra is equal to 9.11 miles, which is equal to 8000

dbanus. One Dhanu is equal to average man's height that is six feet. But Indian
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Astronomers like Aryabhatta, Brahmagupta had considered one yajana as equal to four
krosas, which is equal to five miles. Thank God, they have defined their unit of
measurements in their works.

7 Scaling the Eternal Time

As the Time flies eternally, events By with it and get absorbed in it. Every moment of this
eternal time remains precious and puzzles us in every way. The Western world had tried to
scale the time in many ways and times (occasions), but stumbled, faltered and corrected
their calendars quite often.

Even, ancient Indians measured the time; their methods of measurement varied, but their
calculations remained precise, systematic and accurate. From smallest unit of time "liptha"
to the largest unit of time 'Yugas' and 'kalpas", our ancestors had calculated and measured
the time with all aptness and skill.

In the western concepts of time, only the measure of year had been logically deduced;
other units of time like day, week, month etc, are not precisely determined. Indians
measured the time by relatively determining the movements of celestial objects, like
planets, stars against the Earth's motion and thus evolved the unit of measurements of
time. Based on celestial movements of sun and moon, Indians had invented additional
measures like "Adhika masa" (additional months) for making adjustments and for
maintaining accuracy.

Day or Divas:

Earth is moving around itself at the speed of 1600kms per hour. At this speed, to revolve
around itself, it takes 24hours. In this rotation, 12 hours is considered as day and remaining
12 hours is considered as night.

According to Indian measurement of time, one full day consists of 24 "horo"s. This Sanskrit
word "horo" has become "hour" in English. This 24 horo period or 24hour period is being

called as day or Pruthvi divas.

Earth revolves around the sun at the speed of one lakh kms per hour. One-degree
movement of earth around sun had been considered as a solar day or surya divas. Moon
revolves around the earth (27.3 Earth Days). Twelve-degree movement of moon in its orbit

around the earth is called as lunar day or tithi or Chandra divas.
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Week or Vaara:

Throughout the world, the week is considered as a seven-day period. This had been
adopted from Indian mode of measurement. The planetary names of the days had been
adopted from India. The moon is considered to be the nearest celestial object to the earth
and Saturn is the far-off planet (graham) according to Indian perspective. The sequence of
planets from the earth is Moon, Mercury, Mars, Venus, Sun, Jupiter and Saturn.

During a 24-horo period or 24-hour period, each of the seven planets becomes the lord
(influences most, vibrations effect more) for a period of one hour. One after another, each
of the seven planets dominates for a period of one hour. Once the cycle of 24 hours gets
completed, the second day starts with the continuing sequence of planetary dominance of
first hour. The second day had been named after the planet, which gains the lordship in a
sequence after the completion of 24-horo period or 24- hour period.

For example, Sunday or Adivar had been named after Sun (Sun and moon are also grahas
according to Indian school of thought) because it occupies the first hour of the 24-horo or
24-hour period. Monday or Somavar had been named after Moon because it occupies the
first hour of 24-horo or 24-hour period after the completion of first day. The sequence
follows.

Forthnight & Month or Paksha & Masa:

During the day of Amavasya, the moon shall be at the centre in between the Earth and the
Sun. This straight-line position is taken as zero degrees. The moon's movement of 12
degrees from that position .s considered as tithi or a day. During the period of such fifteen
lunar days, the moon completes 180 degrees. This period is called Sukla Paksha and the
fifteenth day is Poornima. The remaining 15-day period of Moon's motion is called Krishna
Paksha, which ends with Amavasya. The two Pakshas or two fifteen day periods together
become a lunar month or masa of 30 day period. Two months become one season or
Ruthu and twelve months become one full year.

Our ancestors had identified 27 stellar constellations (Nakshatra Mandal) in the space and
each of them had been classified into four parts or Padas. These 108 padas are divided in
groups of Nine. So there are 12 such groups called Rasis or Zodiac signs. They are Meena
Rasi, Mesha Rasi, Vrishabha Rasi. Kanya Rasi ete. Based on these Rasis the solar months

have come into existence.
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Lunar months that are in vogue are formed based on twelve stellar constellations. These
stellar constellations are visible throughout the night sky, starting from dusk to dawn. Each
month is named after a star that is visible throughout the night sky during that month. The
following table indicates the visibity of the star throughout the night and respective name

of each month derived from it.

Month -Star Month -Star Month-Star
Chitram- Chitra Sravanam- Sravanam Margasira-Mrigasira
Vaisaka- Visaka Badrapada- Purvabhadra Pushya- Pushya
Jyestham- Jyesta Asvayuja- Aswini Maagha-Magha
Ashadham- Ashada Karthika- Krithika Phalguna- Phalguni

Earth is slanting by 231/, degrees towards north-west. Sun's rays fall perpendicularly on
both sides of the equator by the 231/, degrees between north-south directions.
The line transcending 231/, degrees from north of equator is called Karkataka Rekha; the
line transcending 231/, degrees from south of equator is called Makara Rekha.
The six-month period of travel of Sun's Rays from Makara Rekha to Karkataka Reka is called
Uttarayana and the viceversa is called Dakshinayana. The point of transition is called
Sankranti. There would be two sankrantis in a year.
Year:
Sun travels at a speed of one lakh kmph, the distance of 96,60,00,000 kms in 365 days.
This period of travel is called a year.
Yugas:

Once in 4,32,000 years all the seven planets group together.
The span of 4,32,000 years had been considered as Yuga. Period of Kali Yuga is 4,32,000
years.

Span of two Kali Yugas is one Dwapara Yuga.
Span of three Kali Yugas is one Treta Yuga.
Span of four Kali Yugas is one Satya Yuga.

The period of four yugas is one ChaturYuga or MahaYuga. It is a period of 43,20,000 years.
72 such Maha yugas are equal to one Manvantaram.

14 such Manvantarams are equal to one bright day of Brahma (excluding night) means
1000 Maha yugas, i.e 432,00,00,000 years. This is called one kalpa. One full day of Brahma

i.e (bright day +night) is equal to 864 crore years. Brahma has such 365 days as one year

QY : °§IUI- 8% : 6I6YER 90O || UTKARSA : VOLUME — 54 : SEPTEMBER-2015 189




Ok

and one hundred years of life span. One life span of Brahma is equal to one day of Vishnu.
The cosmic age is equal to Brahma's life span.

Let us analyse how wonderfully the knowledge of time had been intermingled in the daily
rituals of Indians. The Sankalpa of Hindus goes as under by which, Second October 2006
had been explained, herewith,

"By the order of Sri MahaVishnu, | take this resolve and make prayer, as on Brahma's 51
year, (Dwithiya parardhay) of Sweta Varaha kalpay (kalpa is one day for Brahma), which is in
the ruling period of Vaivaswata Manu during the first part of Kali Yuga, in Jwambu Dwipa,
in Bharata Varsha, in Bharata khanda, in the southern side of meru mountains, towards the
north eastern side of srisailam ranges, in the land embedded between Krishna and cauvery
rivers, at my, residing house, in presence of all deities, Brahmanas, Gurus and family
members, by following the lunar measurement of time, in the year named “vyaya” during
the southern part of six months (Dakshinayanam), in the Sarad Ruthu (season), Aswyayuja
masa (lunar month) during the receding fortnight of moon (krishnapakshay) on the Tenth
day of fortnight (Dasami tithz), Monday (Somavara), Uttarashada (stellar constellation) and
let all the Subha yogas and Jubha karanas be bestowed during this auspisicious time as |
perform my actions."

Are we not struck with awe, as we look at the above sankalpa, wherein we find a perfect
blend of time & space to reveal an identity of an event. Our seers had wonderful
knowledge of time and the way it had been intermingled in the daily rituals clearly proves
beyond doubt about their ingeniousness, their systematically perfected outlook and
scientifically evolved perspective. The above example, confirms the fact that Indians
considered Time & space as relative to each other.

8 Jantar — Mantar, a place for monitoring Heavens

At least in the field of ancient Indian Astronomy, we are left with certain classical
Astronomical texts. Thanks, to the efforts of ancient Indian Astronomers.

Aryabhattiyam, siddhanta-siromani, Bhrhat-samhita, Surua-siddhania Brahmasputa-
siddhanta, sisyadhivridhida, etc are the texts that stand today as credentials of advanced
Astronomical Knowledge of India.

The facts and concepts that were discussed in these books are in tune with modern

Astronomical findings and at many instances they excel the present day knowledge.
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To perceive astronomical facts, one requires certain special instruments. What were the
instruments that were used by ancient Indian Astronomers? If they had used instruments,
what happened to them today? Do they exist today? If they had disappeared with the
elapse of Time, do we, atleast have suitable references about their usage?

Most of the Indian Astronomical Instruments might have been destroyed during various
foreign invasions on India. Today, we get the glimpses of their usage from the ancient
astronomical texts. For example, Aryabhatta, the renowned Astronomer lived near
Kusumapura during Fifth century AD. He was monitoring heavens from an observatory
called "Khagola" kha means space, gola means spherical instrument. Some believe that
Indian astronomy got its name khagola-sastra from the observatory of Aryabhatta.

Lalla, a famous Astronomer wrote a text called "sisyadhivridhida". In that text he explains
twelve kinds of astronomical instruments called yantras. They are

(1) Gola yantra (2) Bhagan yantra (3) Chakra yantra (4) Dbanus yantra (5) Gati yantra (6)
Sanku yantra (7) Shataleayantra (8) Karthari yanthra (9) Pita yantra (10) Kapala yantra (11)
Shalaka yantra (12) Yasthi yantra.

9 Comets

A train of light rarely appears in the sky. It is called as "Dhuma-ketu" by ancient Indians.
Today we call it, Comet. The word "Comet" in Latin means the one that has long hairs. The
Western world never had knowledge about these comets till Edmond Halley in the year
1759 pioneered the study about the comets. He propounded that once in 95 years, these
comets visit us. One of the comets had been named after Halley.

The ancient Indian Astronomical texts dealt with the knowledge of comets very
extensively. They are (1) Bhrhat vimana sastra written by Bharadwaj (2) Agastya's sakti
tantra (3) jaimini’s keta sarvasva

In "Vimana Sastra" in the chapter "Kriya Sara Tantra" we find mention of Dhuma-ketus. It
had been mentioned in that text, that there are 3,07,30,221 Comets in the space. Among
them around eight thousand of them are powered with electrical currents. Twelve of them
are very fierce, powerful and dangerous.

In Agastya's sakti tantra, the names of Twelve Comets are given. It had been mentioned
that during rainy season the potency of comets would be very high.

Vimana Sastra says that the Comets are formed because of Sun burning certain objects in

it's vicinity; please do not forget the word "Dhuma" in Sanskrit means smoke or gases.
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The modern knowledge about the comets also concurs with that. Modern science explains
that because of the proximity of certain celestial objects to the sun, the gases in them get

combusted and become a stream, which appears as a tailor train of Light.

Darshan Panda;

Presently he is working as a researcher at Central Rice Research Institute Cuttack.
When not in lab, he loves to be with lap of nature. He love to write poems on the infinite
beauty of nature and he feels it is beyond the capacity of human mind to describe how
beautiful she is.

Presently he is also doing a through research on the forgotten scientific achievements of

the ancient Indians. With this context he describes the ancient glory in the present write

up.
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Game Theory and Human Rivalry:

My Experience in North America

Raghu Dass
Ph.D., P. E.

Professor John Nash and wife Alicia Nash of Princeton University died on May 23, 2015 in a
freak road accident in Monroe Town, New Jersey. | was attending my son in National
History Bee Championship held that weekend in Louisville, Kentucky. History was made. A
beautiful mathematical mind perished abruptly leaving behind his path-breaking Game
Theory for us. Game Theory was used in Economics which earned Professor Nash a Nobel

Prize in 1994.

What is Game theory? | am no Mathematician but read a few articles to get a general view
as in Einstein’s Theory of Relativity. Time spent with a good friend seems less than the
clock time as opposed to time spent with a foe. Game Theory provides a general message
of a game where winning is the key. Everybody wants to win in a game giving rise to human
rivalry. It does happen with or without our awareness in space and time including in a
family among its members and in every game setting. OSA and local Odia communities are

no different.

OSA is 46-year old this year and some of its pioneers are slipping off the scene every year.
Odias are coming to North America as knowledge workers in great numbers now than that
in 1960’s. Odia path- finders liked to flock together and that’s how OSA was formed in 1969
to enrich their experience and culture. A pack of about 100 senior Odias or less ruled the
roost as others flocked to flagship OSA conventions for fun and frolics during July 4t
weekend in a convention setting. Education, culture, literature, dance and drama enriched
our experience far from Odisha. Human rivalry exists as richness both in knowledge and
matter is acquired. Inherent human nature to predominate was observed by many when
the seniors showed off their knowledge and matter thrusting in a capitalistic society here.
OSA members distanced from the ego-pumping seniors in the name of togetherness

creating polarity. It is a human trait, but not necessarily an Odia trait.
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My observation is minuscule but strategic to the point. | arrived in 1991 in the US. | was in
Canada in 1990. My first OSA convention was in 1992. In a surprise turn of events, | was a
part of the OSA Silver Jubilee Executive in 1994 being a Life Member. Then a graduate
student, my job was to observe and study the organization and its promoters without any
bias as | did not know anybody personally. | came to know a few in the OSA executive and
some through chance meetings in conventions and local social gatherings. As | observed
and analyzed engineering data for my MS thesis and Ph. D. Dissertation, | did observe OSA
members, Odias and their behaviors without any bias. After the Silver Jubilee, there was an
exciting time as Odias near the US National Capital became restive on the cusp of my
study. | had to communicate being a young member of OSA Executive with the executive
members and a few aspiring and passionate OSA members. My finding was nothing but
human rivalry. There were 30 or more senior members wanting to improve the situations
from behind projected a few to the frontlines to fight for prominence in Odia diaspora. My
local community experience in Houston since 1998 is a microcosm of the international

Odia reality.

Odisha is no different. Fellow feeling is all time low. Government loses grip on
development projects and MOUs. Free thinking is a thing of the past. Human rivalry
predominates in the games of life. Until we understand ourselves as pieces in the puzzle
building synergy spiritually in addition to materialism, we can waste time or learn from our
experience to improve OSA and the local Odia communities. Community, cooperation,
ethics, friendship, love, joy, peace, justice, liberty, equality, fraternity and morality are
manifestations of a universal spirit. Materially, we are separate, and we are rival of each

other. But spiritually, we are one, and we pull together.

Raghu Dass
Ph.D., P. E.
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Rain Drops

Rajashree Kanungo

All of a sudden | could hear rumbling overhead along with blowing winds and feel big drops
of rain falling on my hand gradually picking up the steam. Chicago weather stays true to its
nature, quite unpredictable! It has its own flow, | was waiting at the school bus stop near our
house. Kids were home bound. Our house was less than a block however | was worried how
are we going to go back home braving this sudden rain. So many thoughts ran in my mind,
without umbrella or rain coat kids are going to get drenched fully. They may fall sick. Oh!
Their bag and shoes will get wet as well as their clothes. What will happen to my dry clean
only blouse and the pricey comfy leather shoe? The list started growing minute by minute as
the speed of the rain and wind. When did | become so worried about these seasonal rain,
who spent most of her life dealing with torrential rains? Have | come so far away from my
Burla childhood that the first rain of the monsoon for which we waited so eagerly after the
scorching summer heat does not entice me anymore. Don't | have the same age old urge to
run to courtyard or outside of our house to feel that first rain drops on my tongue? When
did | create this glass house around me? When did | stop pausing for a moment to enjoy this

nature?

The avalanche of rain continues for days to the point that it used to bring the small Burla
town to a halt. We as kids always harbored the thought of staying home on a rainy day.
However, at the same time, we could see our mother getting worried about milk, vegetable
delivery most importantly if the maid was going to be a no show! Well as usual they faced
everything with a smile on their face. Curling up on a bed or sofa munching on the mudhi
mixture with mustard oil reading the latest issue of Janhamamu or Wisdom as we grew
older. If we were lucky, we used to get freshly fried pakoras and roasted china badam
(Peanuts) also. This was the sweetest luxury one child can dream of in those times free of
IPad, IPod, Xbox, Plystations or Netflix subscriptions. The rainy afternoons passed by playing
Ludo or Tash ( playing cards) with Lata, Asha, Kishore Kumar, Rafi Saheb, Mukesh Da’s music

in the background from the old tapes and a Sony recorder owned by my older brother.
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Next day when the rain slows down we all get out to school in our colorful rain gears and
umbrellas which barely withstood the heavy winds and accompanying big droplets. However
all those didn't matter when we encountered bright red sadhab bohus crawling on the road
among all other slimy creatures. Kids dashed at the first sight of these bright red lovable
creatures to collect them and make them a bragging show piece item to their friends
bringing excitement on those gloomy weather days. Our school was literally a stone’s throw
away from the famous Hirakud dam. When the dam gates get used to open it was a sight
worth seeing although we knew how bad it is going to be on the other side of Mahanadi
with all those barrage of water flowing outward. We encountered rain on a regular basis on
our way to and from school during those heavy monsoon season. We managed with only
one pair of sleepers and two pairs of school uniforms, sometimes we forced ourselves to
wear damp clothes if we didn’t had the time or electricity to run a quick ironing. A far cry
from the convenient dryers at our disposal now. The school bags were made water proof by
inserting Kalamandir plastic bag as a liner. If we show the first signs of runny nose we used
to get a good foot massage with hot mustard oil with lots of garlic in it. Again a far cry from

now a days when we force our kids drink the Emergen-C at their first sneeze!

Now | see a flashing light steadily approaching us and the red stop bar is opening. As the
door opens kids are slowly descending from the bus, | made a run towards them in a sure
failed attempt to give them cover from rain. They first started running towards house in an
effort to run away from the rain but looked back to see me allowing myself getting
drenched. Quickly they hopped back towards me copying my signature style of sticking

tongue out to feel the rain nectar...

Dr. Rajashree Kanungo

She is a CPA and holds a MBA. She is very passionate about Odia language and literature. She is proud of her
Odia heritage. Her play for young Baji Rauta won the 1st prize in last OSA convention. Iwill send her
pics.separately.

She lives in Palatine, IL with two boys and husband. When she is not crunching the numbers or researching on

some statutory provisions likes to read and catch up with friends.
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DIVINE LOGIC
Rosalin Samantray

Together let’s unite and find our ways
Gone are these slogans for so many days
To you, does it look really grand?
Unclench your fist, you will only find sand.

You may think everything looks green

Wake up; it could just be a dream

The path is rough, the future ahead is tough

If you can’t swallow the truth, you are bound to cough.

The facts are clear, don’t let it smear

Analyze both front and rear

If you doubt you can do your best,

Leave the work to those who can do the rest.

Countless problems, not a single solution
And they blame us for bringing the revolution
Many preach, few follow

Real questions, answers hard to swallow.

To everything in the world, we can’t just nod
Remember intelligence is a gift of God

My mind throbs when something seems odd

| wonder how “Our Lord” has become your Lord.

God smiles at the arrangement

And says talk less of your accomplishment,

Fill your mind with little bit more sentiment

| remain with those whose acts are benevolent.

Just know, | am not a foe

In a garden of trust, friendship grow

Help those who need you, you will find Him near
Every prayer of yours, He will be able to hear

Let truth be your path, He will always hold your hand
You will never walk alone even in an unknown land.

Rosalin Samantray,
She holds a BS in Biology & MS in Computer Science.
She lives in Naperville, IL with spuse Ashok Sahoo and two kids Simron and Rohan.
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IN CAPTIVITY

You are my only True Friend in this world that everybody suggested
Entangled in the invisible rope of illusion feeling crushed
Hard to escape the clutches of momentary desires and pleasures
Keep calling you for help with tearful eyes to free me from bondages
Elephant was trapped in deep waters in the mouth of the alligator
Felt powerless being the king of the forest despite size and vigor
Only Your compassion and blessings came to rescue the heavy creature
Did not leave alone the helpless deer surrounded by fire and hunter
The woman in the royal court was not able to be defended by deceived family members
She was humiliated by the perpetrators ordered by the blind king and followers
You quietly listened to the prayer and took strong action to console the believers
The tiny bird and the family was protected by Your shield from the fighters
You heard sincere prayers from innocent prince as deserted by his cruel father
Punished the wrong doer coming in a ferocious form as half lion and half human figure
From ages to ages You come down in a variety of forms to protect Your dearest Creation
You always like to be in the company of sages, good natured human beings with devotion
You test your devotees time and again and rush to help in the nick of time

| live every day with a hope that you will come someday and rescue me from this prison

~ Nrusingha Mishra

Germantown,
Maryland
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Odissi: Me, You, Everybody

Voices from the 2nd Generation and Beyond

On the opening track of his 1999 album ‘Black on Both Sides’, hip-hop artist Mos Def (aka
Yasiin Bey) shared a question that he was being asked regularly:
Where do you think hip-hop is going?
His answer was simple yet insightful:
You know what’s going to happen with hip-hop? // Whatever is happening with us...
We are hip-hop // Me, you, everybody,

we are hip-hop // So hip-hop is going where we are going.

While the contributors below who were brave enough to share their writing have taken up
Odissi as their focus, not hip-hop, Mos Def’s message still resonates. Me, you, everybody;
we all play a role in the preservation of Odia culture. Some of us may be more attached,
some more distant, yet all our stories reveal something of the effort to keep the footsteps of

our ancestors from fading.

As the writing below makes clear, this effort, quite ironically, often involves sharp pangs in
the feet due to marathon-length practices and rehearsals. The six narratives differ in their
own ways, but all are written with sensitivity to the impact Odissi has had on them and their
kin and with great passion for an art form that has touched their lives. If these contributions
are any indication of where Odia culture is headed as babies turn to toddlers, toddlers to
adolescents, and adolescents turn to adults, we should be assured that the winds are at our

backs.

- Akash Pandey
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Odissi: Me, You, Everybody

Anna Das, 24
Naperville, IL

Everyone knows the epic saga of the Ramayana, the story of Lord Ram, Sita, Lakshman,
Hanuman and the evil king Ravana. If you happened to have seen an Odissi performance of
the Ramayana in the late 90s in the suburbs of Chicago, your recollection of the story might
be as follows: Sita was not kidnapped by Ravana as much as Ram pushed her to go with
Ravana. While kidnapped, Sita was quite sassy to her captors and bossed them around.
Jatayu’s death was drawn out and exaggerated, much to amusement of Ram and Lakshman,
and throughout the entire piece, the three young girls who performed this dance often
broke character and spoke to each other on stage, much to the amusement of the audience.
While this version of the Ramayana is far from the actual saga, it is one that often comes to
mind for those who bore witness, especially the girl who was Sita — full disclosure: | was Sita.
In our defense, my friends and | were 8 years old; we had no idea of how special the piece
we were performing was, or how sacred and rare the art of Odissi is. What we did know is
that learning Odissi meant that every Sunday we went to dance practice for a few hours
where we would see each other, dance for a bit, and spend the rest of the time eating
snacks and playing. Since that time, my friends and | have grown up, our schedules got much
busier and we stopped learning Odissi. We didn’t get to see each other every Sunday, and
soon moved across country for school and work — today we each live in a different time

zone. So what does this have to do with Odissi?

| am a second-generation Odia here in America. | love being Odia, we have the greatest
food, language, and culture in the world. Odias also carry forth the oldest Indian dance style
and quite arguable, one of the most difficult dance styles to master. Odissi is not just a
movement intensive art; to perform an Odissi piece is to tell a story full of raw emotion, and
a successful Odissi performance leaves the audience feeling that same emotion. | have seen

Odissi performances that have given me chills and left me with tears in my eyes.
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However, | only appreciated the art form much after | stopped learning the dance. When |
was younger, | did not understand what Odissi was, nor did | have the capacity to draw forth
emotions | did not understand. Odissi was something my parents wanted to me to learn,
something | could keep as a reminder of our heritage, halfway around the world.
Fortunately, when | wanted participate in other activities, ironically western dance, my
parents never forced me to continue. | learned numerous Western dance styles: jazz, tap,
hip-hop, lyrical, and even ballet. After that varied exposure, | wish | would have also learned
Odissi, because there is no other art form remotely like it. I'm quite blessed to not have
been forced to come to this conclusion, my appreciation for the dance grew over time, as |

grew, and developed organically.

| know many Odias are tired of watching Odissi at every puja and OSA convention, and | hold
a rather controversial opinion about Odissi: not everyone is meant to be an Odissi dancer,
and it is not the only manifestation of Odia culture. For some reason, Odias in America are
obsessed with forcing a rigid conception of the dance onto the next generation. Odissi is
often surrounded by many rules — you cannot wear certain jewelry or costumes, you cannot
dance it in certain occasions, you must learn Odissi in a strict timeline and manner. Please
don’t misunderstand what I'm trying to say, | am more than aware that each art form is
learned in a specific manner, following rules and consistency of the dance for the dancer’s
knowledge and development. However, | think today, Odias are often focused inward —
hailing from such a small state there are very few people who know what Odissi is, or for
that matter, where Odisha even is. | think Odissi is an extremely important part of Odia
culture, but | don’t want it to remain just as the main event in an OSA convention. There is
an opportunity for innovation and growth in Odissi and | want to see Odissi performed on
larger, global scale — in concert halls, with artists, in movies. Odissi needs to grow beyond
professional dancers from Odisha touring to other Odias throughout America. Exposure
needs to reach beyond Odias and even beyond Indians and Odias in America need to
spearhead this growth, especially the second and third generations. Odias have so much to
offer to the world, but we keep to ourselves, suppressing each other for individual gains,
rather than focusing on growing together. Odissi is the oldest Indian dance, and India itself is
home one of the oldest surviving cultures in the modern world, but no one knows it. | would

love to learn Odissi, even now, because | appreciate and understand it. | would love my
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nieces and nephews, even my children to learn Odissi because | want them to be Odia.
Learning Odissi, however, is not the epitome of being Odia, | think learning to speak the
language, interacting with other Odias, and being proud of our rich heritage is just as, if not
more, important. | don’t want my kids to just learn Odissi but call my parents Grandma and
Grandpa and only eat macaroni & cheese and chicken nuggets. | hope my children will call
my parents Aiee and Aja and love mansa and pakhala. If they learn Odissi it would be a
wonderful bonus, and their learning of the art will help take it to the next level. My hope is
that they continue to help our beautiful culture grow, rather than shrink away and diminish.
The art form of Odissi is truly sacred and should be preserved, yet also should be exposed to
many others, especially since there is a chance it might be lost as time goes on. Odissi, like

everything else in nature, needs to grow and evolve in order to survive.

| stopped learning Odissi when | was younger, but | never stopped being Odia. Odissi was
another shared connection my Odia friends, and while we may not know every Abhinaya,
we do know how lucky we are to be Odia, what a strong connection we have, what a
wonderful history we come from. Odissi helped bring us together, helped us express our
Odia culture, and made us proud to be Odia but it is not the only outlet for being Odia. We
do not have the same Odia experience as our parents, but we share the same Odia identity
and are able to express it in unique and various ways. It is this identity that is far more
important than any one dance; it is an integral part of who we are and | only hope it

continues to grow and flourish.
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Odissi: Me, You, Everybody

Ineka Panigrahi, 17
Toronto, ON

It was a Sunday afternoon in January and Odissi class had just finished. Having done
Namaskar, | joined my Odissi teacher, Ayushi Di and together we sought the blessings of our
guru, Menaka Di and upon touching her feet, she announced, ‘This time, we will surely
include Ini in the Gita Govinda." | immediately stood up and turned around, expecting to see
someone standing behind me. But there was no one. She was talking to me. Ayushi Di then
joined in on the conversation and with a reassuring nod she said, ‘Yes, yes.” | immediately
realized | must’ve looked terribly discomposed after hearing this news, so | closed my mouth
and straightened my posture. | looked at Ayushi Di and she stared right back at me with a
look that said, ‘Don’t worry, you’ll be fine.” | swallowed hard and left the room without
saying a single word. Surely they were not serious? They couldn’t be. | had seen the Gita
Govinda production three years ago when it was performed in Toronto. This was a
professional program. | couldn’t possibly dance in it. | tried to wrap my head around this
new piece of information.

The next Saturday, | was called to the studio for my first session. | have to admit | was slightly
nervous as well as excited at the time.

‘We will start with the beginning piece.” My teacher played the music and | followed as she
instructed. | admire the time and effort both my teachers, Neena Di and Ayushi Di had put
into teaching those of us who were new to the show. They spent countless hours with us,
trying to teach the steps to us and reinforce them in our minds daily. | recall trying very hard
to remember the sequence of steps. Noticing my confusion, my teacher started calling out
short phrases to help me remember which step was next. For example, one of the steps in
the beginning dance was also present in the item, Mangalacharan. The step | was having
difficulty with soon came to be known as ‘Mangalacharan’. Practice continued the next day,
joint with my regular Odissi class. | started learning Dash Avatar that day. Learning only the
entry and practicing the previously learned beginning piece took up all our time. After that,
practice continued every day. We covered one avatar per day and sometimes a single avatar
would take a couple of days to learn. ‘Keshava dhruta, meena sharira, jaya jaga disha hare”.
One by one, the avatars passed; Meena sharira, Kachyapa rupa, Shukara rupa, Narahari rupa.
The next avatar to learn was Vamana rupa. | had found a website describing each
incarnation of Lord Vishnu, but having felt a familiar connection with this particular
incarnation, | had skipped over the description of Vamana Avatar. | recalled my first ever
stage experience where | had performed in a children’s play as Vamana Avatar. | was three
years old at the time.
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“Naa, na. Mora tini pada bhumi darkar.” To this day, | am frequently teased by an uncle in
our community as he remembers my delivery of this dialogue in Odia.

As for the rest of the avatars, all I'm going to say is that the Dash Avatar website became one
of my most frequently visited web pages. It’s actually still in my Internet browser’s
bookmarks.

As | continued learning the rest of the items, it was becoming difficult for me to convey my
expressions. | did not know what characteristic of Lord Krishna it was that | was describing
with my mudras. | wanted to know the meaning behind each stanza of the Sanskrit poem. |
asked my father for help. He started by telling me the story of two lovers, Radha and
Krishna. In my head, | tried picturing the scenes we were creating as dancers. | was aware
that on the day of the show, we would be using projections of Kangra paintings in the
background to compliment the dance. He then found detailed translations of the poem
online, which | read over multiple times. My mother sat down with me and together we
went through the meanings and words. | found it interesting to learn the meanings of
Sanskrit words and find the roots of Odia words that | did know, Odia being my first
language. Soon, the music and its words had become a part of my daily functioning. On the
bus ride home, after my friends’ stops had passed and | was alone, | would mentally review
the songs and movements. It was the only music | kept in my head. | didn’t listen to any of
my favourite artists for the two months that followed. The only songs playing in my mind
were from Gita Govinda, whether it was Dash Avatar, Lalita Lavanaga, or Chandravali’s music.
| soon heard my parents unknowingly humming songs from Gita Govinda. They were
remembering the time they had seen the show. They too, had fallen in love with the music.

One day, on the way back from dance practice, my dad remembered he had to pick up some
groceries. | stayed in the car while my father went into the store. Having come from dance, |
had no books with me, so | couldn’t do homework of any sort. The only thing left to do was
go over my dance. It took my dad rather long to get back to the car. When he returned he
said,

‘Ini, Sorry about that. This lady in front of me in line. She--’

‘It’s okay, Bapa. | did Dash Avatar twice in my head while you were gone.” He smiled and got
in the car. We drove home. Dance had really taught me how to manage my time effectively.
It gave me something productive to mentally review when | had the time.

Dance has always been a part of my life. It now resided in my family members’ lives as well
as in my thoughts. Dance takes me to another world, a world of serenity. | remember an
incident that occurred one day. | had argued with my mother. | had then rushed down to the
basement, tears in my eyes. | hated having disagreements with my family members. It hurt
bitterly, knowing that | was unable to turn to the ones closest to me, to talk to. | felt terrible,
standing there alone. | looked around in the basement and realized | had stumbled upon the
right place. | looked into the mirror standing on one of the basement walls. It usually aided
me with dance practice. | glanced over at my dance suitcase lying on the floor. There was
something that could make me feel better. | did my Namaskar, seeking Mother Earth’s
blessings. | started reciting the bol that | knew and then the steps followed. | cried my way
through the piece, but still | was dancing. It relaxed me. Dance had worked its extraordinary
powers on me.
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This new experience in dance was not only helping me emotionally, but also physically. What
this rigorous practice has taught me is changing my entire outlook on physical activity. I've
never been a kid to enjoy gym class too much. At school, | used to dread going outside to
play soccer or baseball in the scorching heat. When | was about 5 years old, my parents put
me on a soccer team. My teammates probably wanted to murder me because | was
definitely one of the worst goalies of all time, failing to defend my net because | had stopped
to watch some fascinating birds flying pleasantly across the sky. I'm not really big on sports.
With daily dance practice, I've learned to stay hydrated and warm up before doing strenuous
activity. Neena Di taught us some pretty intense forms of Surya Namaskar. At school, | have
gym class first period every day, so | start my morning with that warm up. My flexibility and
reflexes have also improved with practice. | remember not being able to touch my toes two
months ago and now | can hold at a position with both my hands past my toes. | am still
working on these things by doing flexibility exercises. In gym class, as one of our warm up
exercises, our teacher makes us do squats from one end of the gym to the other. Having
remembered my brother pushing me to practice squats, | thought to myself, ‘Alright, this
doesn’t look too bad. | just have to sit in chauka, but with my knees pointed forward. So
pretty much, just sit in bad chauka. While doing the squats, | heard others complaining
about how painful it was and how it hurt days later. Once again, dance had come to my
rescue.

We all know the snow in the winter can get quite overwhelming. Recently, we had a big
snowfall and my dad needed help shovelling the snow. But when he was bending from the
waist to pick up the snow with his shovel, his back was hurting. So | showed him a new way
to do it. | picked up a shovel and showed him, ‘Look, Bapa. All you have to do is, sit in
chauka, pick up the snow with your shovel and then come up to throw it away. Like this.’ |
took a step towards the snow, sat in chauka and demonstrated, ‘Chauka, and up. Chauka,
and up. There. And no stress on the back whatsoever.” Our laughter helped us get through
the gruelling task of shovelling snow.

The outcome of daily dance practices was starting to show. | was learning proper time
management and feeling better about gym class. Dance had also improved my learning
thought process. | found that it was much easier for me to pick up new concepts in school.
In dance, to show that | understood the concept, | had to actually do the step. It is an active
learning process. This learning-by-doing motivated me to participate more enthusiastically in
Spirit of Math class and school.

An essential component to this journey was learning what true commitment meant. This
meant that every day | worked up the energy to go to rehearsal despite the burning pain in
my legs and my strong will to do well in school. | had to keep up with daily homework,
projects and tests as well as working at Kumon Math and Reading Centre regularly. Some
Saturdays, | had to arrive at dance early in the morning so we could finish rehearsal before |
had to leave for my work at Kumon at 10:00 a.m. On Tuesday evenings, | went to Spirit of
Math class directly from school. Class would finish at 7:00 p.m. and | would go to dance
directly from there for rehearsals until 9:30 p.m. | refused to make excuses. | could’ve taken
a break from dance on Tuesdays because of my math class, but instead | chose to go to the
studio and commit to my daily practices. No matter how busy | was, | simply had to take
time out for dance practices. It was necessary to practice every day to ensure that the steps
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would remain in my muscle memory. | had to fully commit my body and mind to dance.

There were now only 3 weeks until the show. Our Guru, Guru Sujata Mohapatra was to
arrive in one week before the show. My teachers were working extra hard to make sure we
had correct placement and no mistakes with the steps. The greatest emphasis was now on
expression and correct technigque while dancing. Soon there were only seven days left until
the show. We were anticipating her arrival in Toronto, shortly. We got a phone call which
told us she had landed. Soon enough, she was at the studio and after a short greeting, we
immediately started rehearsal. As we got into position, she said to me, ‘So little Ini is dancing
Dash Avatar with me now, eh?’ | gave a tight, nervous smile with my mouth closed, as |
swallowed hard. Although it didn’t show on my face, | felt that she had spoken my feelings. |
felt truly privileged to dance on the same stage as such accomplished dancers. | had never
dreamed of getting this opportunity. | will be forever thankful to my teachers Menaka Di,
Sujata Aunty, Neena Di and Ayushi Di. They had patiently taught me and contributed so
much time towards this. | will always thank them for giving me the opportunity to be part of
such a prestigious production.

And so, the first day’s rehearsal was over. | will not lie; the week that followed was not easy.
It was to my great advantage that | was on my March Break that week. Most of the daytime
was spent doing stretches as recovery from the previous night’s practice. One day at
rehearsal, one of my teachers asked me how my March Break was going. | replied with, ‘To
be honest, I'm just trying to make sure | can walk in the evening.” A good portion of my day
was devoted to ironing my sari for rehearsal in the evening, which | was not particularly fast
at doing. The thought of a burning appliance skidding over my fingers was enough damage
to my thoughts. | also had to drink enough water to stay hydrated. It looked as if we were
opening a convenience store, the way my parents had filled our kitchen cupboards with
granola bars and Gatorade bottles.

The show day was getting closer. My mother’s colleagues had already bought their tickets
for the show. Some family friends had also said that they were going to join us on the
occasion. Sujata Aunty was to perform her solo on the day before the Gita Govinda. We
were all tremendously excited to see her performance that night. When we got ready and
arrived at the theatre, it was a beautiful atmosphere we got to see there. It was of a love for
the arts. The festival celebrated 60 years of the organisation Kalanidhi Fine Arts of Canada,
twenty-five of which were spent in Canada. It was called the Kalanidhi Fine Arts of Canada
International Festival and it celebrated the Indian Arts in Canada. Dancers from all over the
world had been invited to perform at the four-day festival. Sujata Aunty’s performance was
simply beautiful. The entire audience was locked in a trance. It was mesmerizing. | was
staring for most of the performance with an open mouth. Any amount of praise is not
enough to capture the excellence that she portrays in her dance.

| am sure the previous night’s performance was an inspiration for us all. It motivated us to
work harder and we had a perfect opportunity to do so, the very next day. On show day, |
left the house at 10 o’clock in the morning for the studio with all of my dance belongings.
After rehearsal, we left the studio for the theatre where we had our tech rehearsal. The
show was taking place at the Fleck Dance Theatre at Harbourfront Centre in Toronto. Before
this, | had only been to the professional dance theatre to watch performances. | had never
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dreamed of performing there. After that, it was time to get ready. Under the guidance of
Sujata Aunty and Sonia Di’s help, | was ready along with my costume, makeup and jewellery.
Over the system, | heard, ‘Menaka Thakkar Dance Company dancers, there are now 15
minutes to the top of the show.

After a few minutes we made our way to the stage. The heavy dark blue curtains were
drawn and we took our positions. | stared up and prayed that the show would go well. |
would not let my teachers down. | was determined not to let the two months of hard work
go to waste. | thought about the framed painting with inspirational words that my grade
three teacher had given me. | have kept it in my room to this day. She had told us that these
words were the key to success. The painting read, ‘Hard work pays off’ The curtains opened
and the music played. The show had started.

The experience on stage cannot be described in words. It is a magical feeling to see all the
pieces falling into place, before your eyes. One by one, the items passed and the show
progressed. Soon, the one and a half hours were over. We made our way to the room just
outside the theatre. There, | met our family friends that had come to see the show. Upon
seeing their smiling faces | felt immense gratitude towards them for joining me that night. |
was glad to see so many of my mother’s colleagues present, congratulating me whole-
heartedly. It was a wonderful feeling to know that they appreciated our hard work and
enjoyed the show. Sometimes during the learning and rehearsal months, | felt alone. After
school, | would go to dance and when | would come home, | would see my family for about
an hour and then wake up the next day to do the same thing. | had the encouragement of
my family and friends all along, but a question lay inside of me. What was | doing this for?
Why was | sacrificing my time with my family? What for? And now the answer is in front of
me. | worked hard to gain experience, to live through it. To get a taste of what is coming and
prepare myself for it. This journey taught me commitment, time management, discipline and
sacrifice. These things will always be with me and | know that they will help me in all my
future endeavours.

| was standing outside the theatre with my family and friends. | turned around to see Sujata
Aunty standing there. And then she hugged me. My grade three teacher’s words flashed
before my eyes. ‘Hard work pays off.” And at that moment | knew that she’d been right.

Ineka lives with her parents Gagan and Sabita Panigrahi in Toronto. She had written this article in 2013 about
her experience as a dancer in the Odissi presentation of Gita Govinda at an international festival of the arts.
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Odissi: Me, You, Everybody
Pallavi Patnaik, 25
Ottawa, ON

My journey in the performing arts started at a very young age. My sisters and | have grown up
listening to a plethora of Indian and Odiya music playing in our home. With the
encouragement of my parents, | started my classical dance career with Bharatanatyam at the
age of six. Later, | joined the Nrutyanyana School of Odissi Dance in Ottawa and developed a
dedicated passion for Odissi nrutya through the love and teachings of my Guru, Srimati

Ranjeeta Mallick. | pursued it for many years and performed my Manchpravesh in 2008.

| have been surrounded by the arts as far as | can remember. One of my earliest inspirations
towards learning Odissi came from my cousins and professional Odissi dancers — Laboni
Patnaik, Shibani Patnaik and Shalini Patnaik. Throughout the years, | had watched them
perform and learn from Padma Vibhushan Guru Kelucharan Mohapatra. Though | was very
young when | had the honor to meet him, it is a fond and humbling memory | often like to

revisit for inspiration.

My upbringing had a significant impact on my interest of Odissi dance and the historic culture
that surrounds it. | was brought up in an environment in which Odiya culture was given a lot
of importance. The Odiya language, festivals, food, and frequent trips to Odissa all
contributed to my growing interest in the culture and traditions. | was also exposed to
philosophical scriptures and stories of Hindu epics, which are prominently depicted in Odissi
compositions. Understanding the meaning behind the lyrics, choreography and expressions

truly enhanced my appreciation and value of the art.

My favorite Abhinaya piece is to a song titled “Maana Udhaarana” which | performed at my

Manchpravesh. Performing this piece was particularly difficult as it was a culmination of
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different epics from Hindu scriptures including the “Vastra-haran of Draupadi” from the
Mahabharat. It took many hours of hard work and dedication to appropriately emulate the
stories through actions, emotions, expressions, and dance. A part from Abhinaya, another
favorite is “Mokshya”, which is performed at the very end of the Manchpravesh. The
connection between the pure and vibrant dance movements and the sense of liberation | felt

as a dancer at the end of the performance is a precious memory | hold very close to my heart.

My Guru, Srimati Ranjeeta Mallick, is a very respected, talented and versatile dance teacher. |
had the opportunity to learn several Odiya folk dances including the evergreen Rangabati,
Osta Patara Pania, Sarbesang No Janani (Patriotic Song), Jiba Aaamey Khudurukuni, and also
Danda Naacha. | have also performed to the song “Kaahe Chedde” from the film Devdas that

was choreographed into a beautiful Odissi-style “Radha-Krishna” Abhinaya.

In my recent travels to India in 2014, | had a chance to visit the Konark Natya Mandap in
Konark, Odissa where a group of talented Gotipua dancers performed a traditional piece.
Witnessing the skills, synchronization, and graceful expressions that these young boys
emulated in their performance was truly inspirational. | discovered a new perspective of my
passion and had a great desire to further experience this art in its native state. This drew me
to attend the International Odissi Dance Festival held at Rabindra Mandap in Bhubaneshwar,
Odissa.

Odissi makes up a great part of my life accomplishments and | have my parents to thank for
supporting me throughout this journey. It is not just a part of my childhood but a part of my
culture and upbringing as well. As a proud Odiya-Canadian, | feel that it is important to instill
culture into our forthcoming generations. Furthermore, this should be done at a young age
for them to develop a curiosity to explore it further in their growing years. It sets the
foundation of seeking the history and arts of our ancestors. Having the blessed opportunity to
experience the illustrious Odissi nrutya comes from a place deep inside my soul. It is a
significant part of my identity, and my hope and wish for upcoming generations is to continue

to keep this beautiful form of art alive.

Pallavi is currently working as a Project Manager at the Canadian Real Estate Association (CREA) in Ottawa,
Ontario, Canada. She has obtained her Bachelor of Commerce in Business Marketing from the University of
Ottawa as well as a recent certification from the Project Management Institute.
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Odissi: Me, You, Everybody
Sanuja Das, 20
Riverside, CA

Odissi is not only one of the 8 main classical forms of India, recent research also labels it as
the oldest surviving style of all of them, too. Of course, like everything else in this world, the
style of Odissi changes over time. Every guru/dancer continues to add their own personal
touch to it and presents the form in a slightly different light from their peers, while
maintaining the traditional structure of the form through chouka and tribhangi. Simply put, |
personally believe that Odissi is an iconic symbol that represents Orissa to a certain extent

and we should honor it as a key component of our culture.

As a Psychology major, I've had to do research on life stories, an interesting aspect to learning
about the significance and depth of both personality and identity through high and low points
in an individual’s life. When reflecting on my own life, I've realized that a very crucial part of
my life is dance and a distinct point of pure happiness or “high point” in my life is my Ranga
Puja (graduation ceremony). Why, you may ask? To the public eye, the process of a Ranga
Puja seems like just rigorous hours of practice and training. But if | were to give an accurate
account of it, | would say that it is a journey that speaks to the physical, spiritual, mental, and
emotional nature of a person allowing us the opportunity to pursue a discipline in them all.
Through my 15 years of dance, never had | been as self-conflicted as | was during the last 12
months of training right before my Ranga Puja. | was questioning my beliefs, ambition, goals,
and identity on all fronts as | went through an emotional roller coaster with a dance form that
completely exploited me. But the day of my Ranga Puja, | found a sense of clarity, where |
understood not only my strengths but my weaknesses as well. For the first time, while |
completed the last item of my Ranga Puja, | now know, | had accomplished the two greatest
goals that there are: knowing myself well, both positive and negative, and being absolutely

okay with it.

I can truthfully claim without hesitation that | have never learned or discovered so much

about who | am as | have from Qdissi. Over the years, as | grew up my interest in Odissi
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i developed into a passion for dance in general. Dance is my friend, my teacher, my love, and
my guide through life for life. It has taught me discipline, culture, respect, religion, belief,
objectivity, happiness, sadness, control, and stability, among so many other things. As the
saying goes “One man’s trash may be another man’s treasure.” What one considers
worthless, another may consider invaluable. While I've been fortunate to see Odissi as such
an exceptional entity in my life, it may not be for many others but that doesn’t mean that it

doesn’t hold any significance for my generation or generations to come.

Not everyone will see everything in the same perspective nor do they need to, but | think it is
important to understand and respect each other’s opinions. Be open-minded. | may be
extremely passionate about Odissi and dance, but that doesn’t mean | will force my opinion
on others if they don’t believe the same thing. At the end of the day, Odissi and dance have
been a defining factor in my life, which | am extremely grateful for, and no one can take that

away from me.

Sanuja began learning Odissi from Guru Jyoti Rout at the age of 3, continued on to pursue it throughout her life,
performing nationally as well as internationally, and completed her solo debut as a dancer (Ranga Puja) at age
17. She is currently a senior undergraduate student at the University of California, Riverside, majoring in

Psychology and Business Administration.
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Odissi: Me, You, Everybody
Sharanya Mukhopadhyay Sekhri, 28
Orange, CA

Growing up in the U.S., my parents strived hard to be one of THOSE Indian parents who
exposed their child to everything “Indian”- food, music, dance, movies, etc. | was expected to
speak, read and write Bengali so that | would be able to communicate with my grandparents,
appreciate Indian food in the hopes of someday being a good Indian wife, and most
importantly, learn the classical Odissi style of dance to connect me to my Indian culture. |
remember my childhood summers being filled with hours and hours of nonstop dancing, morning
and evening and all | could think about was when | would finally be done for the day. As much
as | enjoyed dancing, | didn’t see my other peers working as hard as | did. In fact, bollywood
dances looked way more fun and didn’t require nearly as much practice as Odissi did. As (lots
of) time went on, | learned to appreciate the struggle and it became a sense of motivation for
me, through all aspects of my life. Odissi has allowed me to use dance as a tool for charity,
raising awareness for different causes and giving a voice to those who need it most. It has
allowed me to promote my Indian culture on mainstream platforms like the Miss America
Organization. Mostly, Odissi dance has taught me to strive for my best version, strive for
perfection, strive for determination and give myself a visual voice. “To watch me dance is to

hear my heart speak”-anonymous. | couldn’t have said it better myself.

Sharanya lives with her husband in Orange, California. She works as a speech-language pathologist at St Judes
hospital and loves working with the pediatric population. She has also started an Odissi Dance School (Ishwara Dance
Academy) in southern california and brings in professional dance teachers from Bhubaneswar, India to teach dance,

conduct workshops, and participate in programs throughout the year.
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Odissi: Me, You, Everybody
Nupur Behera

They Call Her Guru -

The doorbell rings twice. It’s like an alarm. | brace myself to roll out of bed and greet the
strangers outside. My house is always full of people - coming over for dinner, sleeping on our
couch, and more often than not, dancing. | don’t want them to see me in my slinky tank top
or messy hair. Thankfully, my mom answers the door and ushers her students into our garage

for their morning lesson. | turn over and go back to sleep.

| wake up again to the sound of her voice singing counts and feet stomping on the concrete
floor. Class is almost over which means it’s safe for me to roll out of bed. As | walk past the
garage, my mom runs to the kitchen and offers me some banana pancake. Everyday, she
cooks three meals a day for four people, often while singing and dancing back on forth from

her dance classroom to the kitchen.

| chew on the mushy pancakes while texting my friend Helena about our afternoon plans in
Long Beach. She says she’ll pick me up in a few so we can get there while the water is warm. |
hide my skimpy bikini under a bright yellow dress and look into the mirror. | think about how |
don’t want to dance for next week’s show but | know my mom wants to see me on stage. It’s
the least | could do to help out. “You look nice!” my mom beams as | say bye from the front

door.

After spending the day at the beach, | come home ready for dinner. While my mom never
eats the meat herself, she bakes chicken for my dad and fries bacon for my brother’s
sandwich, all while brewing chai for the aunties and posing to show her students the next
dance steps. Her students come out of class sweaty, but invigorated. They call her Guru.
Sometimes they refer to her as their second mother. | say bye as they walk out the door and

crash on the couch for some TV, bhaat, daal, and my favorite dish that she makes just for me:

QY : °§IUI- 8% : 6I6YER 90O || UTKARSA : VOLUME — 54 : SEPTEMBER-2015 i




Ok

kalara and kunduri. My mom asks if | want to pack some for school. | say no; | know it will

smell funny.

When midnight hits and the house is dark and quiet, she sits with a single light on, furiously
writing, composing, and dreaming. | see that her mind is elsewhere — perhaps imaging herself
as mischievous Krishna, a doting mother, or an invisible beggar. She tells stories of Jagannath;

her movements bringing the temple scriptures to life. | fall asleep.

| hear her stomping around early the next morning to teach the dance she had just composed
the night before. As soon as her student is out the door, she hurries to her second job at as a
lunch lady at an elementary school. | am still in bed, rolling around and checking my
Facebook. “I'll get up soon,” | mumble as she speeds out the door. At school, she stands in the
sun supervising the kindergarten class as they ask her random questions — “Why do you talk
like that? Where can | find a new ball?”

When she gets home from work, tells me that a lunch worker yelled at her for sitting down in

the schoolyard. She was feeling dizzy in the sun.

It’s now time for her siesta and I’'m finally out of bed. | help myself to some hard leftover roti
she had for breakfast while watching her lie on the couch, falling fast asleep while checking

my phone to see if my friends want to meet up.

The doorbell rings twice and | answer the door to a 12 year old girl who was just dropped off
on our welcome mat. “She’ll be out in a second,” | tell her. | jog over to the living room and
shake my mom awake. She yawns and gets up slowly, asking me to tell her student to wait in
the garage. | sit in the garage for a bit, making small talk with her student. | am already
sweating from the heat. She walks in, bright and cheerful despite her interrupted nap and

asks me to stay for one song. | smile and wait to see what the student offers.

The girl takes her position but avoids my eyes. As she rhythmically dances around the garage,
| notice she forgets a few parts, but ends on a solid note. | clap, smile, and tell her that she

did a great job.
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“Nice choreography!“ | beam at my mom. “I like the part where she is angry at Krishna for
spilling all the butter but forgives him so quickly.” She laughs, and says that it took five classes
for her student to not be embarrassed to express herself in that scene. The student smiles
awkwardly. | can tell she feels nervous trying to impress me.

“Gee-tha bhala la-gu-chi?” she asks. “Yeah, the tune is nice but | don’t understand the
words,” | reply in English as | walk to the car to meet my friends. As I’'m walking out the door,
she quickly runs out holding a ten and asks if | need any cash for boba with my friends. | say

no, | know she could use it.

When | get back, she is still in the garage, but the daal is already bubbling on the
stove. “We’ll eat after my class, this is the last one tonight,” she says.

As expected, her class is running late so she tells me to turn the rice down and to add haldi to
the aloo. | end up eating with my dad and the TV. Her student’s ride hasn’t come yet so she
invites the girl to dinner. | sit with them and politely sip on some sticky sweet lemonade she
made earlier. The kid reminds me of myself, only, she is passionate about Odissi and comes
ready to learn a new series of steps and facial expressions every Friday. We laugh and talk
about prom. My dad calls from the TV room and asks why there’s so much haldi in his meal.
My mom catches my eye and giggles.

As the student leaves, | go into my room to finish altering a blouse for the dance performance
next weekend. As | come out for a midnight snack and a glass of water, | see my mom sitting
under the lamp, gesturing mudras with her hands. She calls me over and tells me that she is
trying to find ways to be creative with a Hindi film song one of her students gave her to
choreograph. It’s for someone’s wedding. | peer over the edge of the couch and tell her to
throw in some Bollywood hips. And maybe some Madhuri moves. She laughs and tells me to
go to bed. “No sexy moves! This is a traditional Oriya art form,” she chuckles and reminds me
that | have to wake up early to go buy groceries with her in the morning

| lie in bed and think of what she’s writing, what choreographies have been playing in her
head the past few days, and where she sees herself teaching Odissi in the next few years. Will
she open the dream studio she has been talking about all these years? Will she stay true to
Kelu Sir’s traditional art form or is she considering a modern approach? | hear her humming a

song outside my door as she brushes her teeth. | fall asleep to the sound of her voice.
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Our OHA
is
Our Odisha

The conference got off to a colorful start at the Kennedy Center with Am

P RAJENDRAN

he Gaylord National Resort and |

Convention  Center, National

Harbor, 8 miles from
Washington, DC, saw Odias gathering
from all over America, and the \mrl(f‘,
for the Odisha Society of Americas” 46 L
annual convention, July 1 to 4, The first
Global Odisha conference occurred side
by side on the first two days. The con-
vention brought together Odias, both
the Diaspora as well as from Odisha, to
enthusiastically celebrate their culture
and traditions,

The Global Odisha Conference seg-
ment focused on globalization and
development in Odisha, and spurring
business  entreprencurship  global
exchange of Odisha’s cultural heritage through an international net-
work of Odias.

Odia spiritual leader Dr Chandra Bhanu Satpathy opened the global
conference lighting a lamp at the John F Kennedy Center for
Performing Arts, Washington, DC. Nisha Desai Biswal, the US assistant
secretary of state for South and Central Asian affairs was also present
during the ceremony

So too were a range Indian VIPs like India’s Petroleum Minister
Dharmendra Pradhan, Odisha’s Minister for Tourism and Culture
Ashok Panda, Odisha’s Minister for Mass Education and Industry Debi
Prasad Mishra

The conference got off to a colorful start at the Kennedy Center with
Amazing Odisha, a tableau depicting Odisha’s folk and classical dance
forms and the reflection of Sarba Dharma Samabhaba, an all-inclusive
cultural sentiment, Directed by Guru Aruna Mohanty and including 40
dancers, it was a chorcographic exposition of classical dance, music,
paintings, architecture, literature and scientific endeavor in Odisha

Other distinguished Odias at the event were Priyadarshi Mishra, the

ogether
o3 as well as from Odisha, to enthusisstically celebrate

MLA from Bhubaneswar; architect and sculptor Raghunath
Mohapatra; sand artist Sudarshan Pattanaik; Odia movie star Anubhav
Mohanty, and renowned singer Shyamamani Pattnaik. The top rank of
OSA office bearers were present 1o,

In his inaugural address Tapan Padhi, president, OSA said the global
conference was an effort to bring people of Odisha origin from around
the world to one place where they could discuss and ereate value propo-
sitions for their home state,

He said the primary focus was to plant a seed for think-tank based
groups or forums to explore how the immense talent around the world
could belp Odisha.

Dr Satpathy called on everyone to provide ideas for Odisha, stressing
that what was needed was actions and intentions, not just speeches.

Ashok Panda, the state tourism ministes, spoke about the importance

» Page AIT7

folk and classical dance forms and the reflection of Sarba Dharma Samabhaba, an

India Abroad July 31, 2015

here were six major

areas — dubbed

tracks — of discus-
sion at the Global Odisha
Conference: business,
health, higher education,
literature, spiritualism and
tounsm.

The business and entreprencurship track
focused on encouraging new development in
Odisha by leveraging global partnerships in IT,
biotechnology, micro-small-medium-enterprises,
investment systems, high performance modeling
and simulations, waste management, government
policy, public-private partnership and the overar-
ching idea of a Brand Odisha,

Underlining this, Debi Mishra, Odisha’s minister
of industries, school and mass education, gave a
keynote speech on Odisha ~ A Destination for
Inclusive Growth in IT/ITES/ESDM. He assured
full government support for these involved in pro-
viding quick growth in IT, A virtual platform/net-
work (ODISHA Entreprencurs & Professionals
Groups-Linkedin) for Businesses, Entrepreneurs
& Professionals Global Networking for Odisha was
setup.

In the health track MLA Priyadarshi Mishra
described his vision for Bhubaneswar to develop as
an international health hub and chall
participants to dvugn a mu(lm;lp for this to come
to fruition

There were discussions on ensuring newborns
were sercened for sickle cell disease, to ensure a
population health and community outreach in
Odisha by replicating Gujarat’s Sevak model,
bringing reputable NGOs such as Sradhha to
ensure chronic and palliative care, improving the
health of adolescent girls, and to implement action
plans to cope with increasing temperatures in
Odisha’s cities.

Water management, fostering health care and
biotech industry to develop innovative products,
and utilization of bivinformatics analytic plat-
forms were deemed low-hanging fruits for experts
of Odia origin to engage in.

Minister Debi Mishra said there was a need to
find solutions for end-stage renal discase and
deaths in several areas in Odisha.

Minister  Ashok Panda  described  how
Bhubancswar is now more attractive to visit and
work by foreigners and persons of Indian origin.
Dr Pinaki Panigrahi provided a blueprint for mak-
ing Bhubaneswar not just a health hub, but turn-
ing it into an Odisha Knowledge Center by focus-

Six tracks to
progress

ing on multiple specialties,
such as chronic discase,
public health, climate
change and water manage
ment, laboratory and clini-
cal research, biotechnology
and bioinformatics data
analysis platforms to gen-
erate synergy and guarantee success. The atten-
dees and panelists promised to bring at least two of
the discussed agenda items to fruition before next
year's convention

On the education track, the topics inchsded high-
er technical education in Odisha and its improve-
ment, & five-year retrospective of education, the
prospects for acoess to higher education by women
and scheduled tribes in Odisha, and the state of
higher education {(natural, social and management
sciences) in Odisha,

On the spiritual track, topics like culture propa-
gation at the Ja mple, the rituals there,
and the necessity of spirituality in people’s lives,
were among the topics discussed, the renewing of
the wooden statues of Lord Jagannath,
Balabhadra, Subhadra and Sudarshan, was
released by Guru Chandra Bhanu Satpathy. Sri
Ravi Shankar’s group conducted a yoga program.

The tourism and promotion track discussed sev-
eral important issucs, and set the foundation for
several initiative he winners for the Global
Odisha Compctitions in promotional dossiers,
travelogues and street designs were announced
during GOC. It was decided to form a working
group working with other organizations — such as
the Roots of Oxdisha Foundation to publish
dossiers on Bhubaneswar and Odisha twice a year.

The literature track discussed notable Odia writ-
ers, and compared their work to that of interna-
tional and other Indian writers. There was a dis-
cussion on ways to address a lack of interest in
reading and writing in Odia,

A delegation of OSA officials, visiting business
leaders and artists, and Odisha ministers visited
the US State Department for a meeting with Nisha
Desai Biswal, the US assistant sceretary of state to
discuss various issues, including ways to promote
industry and tourism in Odisha, impediments to
attracting investment to Odisha, and educational

ge opportunities.

OSA is a 1,100 family, non-profit umbrella
organization of Odias living in North America, and
is the oldest such community organization outside
Odisl For more details, visit http:// glob-
alodishaconference.org/ and http://osa2015.0rg/

http://www.indiaabroad-digital.com/indiaabroad/20150731?pg=16#pgl6

QY : °§IUI- 8% : 6I6YER 90O || UTKARSA : VOLUME — 54 : SEPTEMBER-2015




Provast Manch .11

dlee

GQIQﬂ 918 Pravasi Manch

&l

~ e~ ™

t!')

Sahitya Akademi

PR Dhirendra Kar

‘A1 F18° RITURFIER A16QL @

RIFERIRR R0 8 AIBY 67160 JRAIFE FAR

ZisrR@la dRIFIEe Y GFAIFR
QRAIRAE e° BRI QRSP
9F Adadd Y 2eAGAIeR AIRE
QRN 6QR ¢l AR FEACRER
QUFYR 6RARAPESRI

GAERER, 9N/ (RFQ):

saisel..,
632 Qe 2EAIGRIER
6AIR  gRIRlage il
s@IRalN| 6611’ Gile A, QUi
8 gIGq o efeal e
QI 671166 e FIGS 6291
600l 60RaR] YeR &8
96 QI9ed uIEAGRIER
Q22QI gl 8Pl AIseE
@l ATy enisad A
QAR JESHHIGIR AFARE]
@U6R ARG  ‘gaId!
ag eidigase ¢ o9
Zsre@Rlae 9oral atalq
gn 1G]
2leAIRRIaceR

aeed
lFcRes @lep 8 ATGY 67166
61 g *GR | IR AR 6110

VP NQ° QoI QP

sRIRAIRRE| AR Jqe g
AR B AIHE IFURQ S ALEER

Qll?m ateeadIe@!

@lQG‘TQG? 62IR B QIed A ke

a|6ﬂ§@tsa

SR g °YF G URHRIQ BB
6090 @R Q3| dZisale] 6alIeR
2R YR IR TR FIE W6 AW

FRIKIRINI 2ISARRIR 6FIRER GBS
IRl 8 iR AR CARAGRIE
60 AR ¢ @ NG @6edl

qeIsglicl, 9 Qo
08 99 RIS SR
sAInge  Gise  Q°
6a ecer  adelg
2ARRIG. IR 6A0IER
gofe  6aIaed!
el 986  dsglee
aidigrse Qg edal
QAFIR 621RZ6MI

2GS @
aidigrsa QGRY
ZRIERT QRIS
geiee @ 6cleed
QQ, 6dGle  2ATAR

¢. fign fIR AL, AUERINSHIR
ey QERIR G0l gr aade @
QIdigre CBCIRel ARZER |

QY : °§IUI- 8% : 6I6YER 90O || UTKARSA : VOLUME — 54 : SEPTEMBER-2015




Traditionally ours

[

Qupere, IO GG SO0 §, QUIOQQ

OQ6elnl Gog =

01 G600 St CREI) N8 © S8 Mg COMA U CUEQQ Lo
OF OREY CRE0 QUERTT 00 0 ¢ ol O coNn
‘O TS BRCED ENECED CRSCIE €O SrdG OTImE B0 900
00 Qaé 6R0EE0 § IONEA QOMSHIED QENRH 6nerd 69iS Gl ol
W MO 200 COIGE | 7 18 QNOL0 T SN0 60S
Qg P61 Sl QLLBRMICRC LoBe Odly . GUECIa SO0 Qi
Mmmmuhndwmwaahvauh
UM SR QARN0 SCOPAR DI 60 T0i el gan 80

0d 0 Wl Co0s Jeul oYY 8 D8 Cesad oo I o
000 GO0 2H00 ey ORI 998G L0901 PO YR MRRD &

Gareg QX 2@ 40rd o3 O aa® C000 8 Y
€0 OUERCH TORES MIPRD QRECK WO, DOW, YIQw
X B SOOI T (SRS OB

O O8O 0w 8 (0wt O09; BoROE. OTrOOs A

m@léle? Jda e
Qgsc;u@u

dhno‘/vg«-v\a.-.(-w o o te
M T O 906wl ISR VT gl ey &
Pouss v wiades
ntw‘qﬂ“«a\x-‘v " e el

g PG o 17 G G g Dok v s 00 4

WA ) WO €K

Godee I b (0 GRRE 5 Y gt
. o5 a0 Gl Ganan ¢{rn 8 -~ asy l

D S v G G 35 R

20 enes 06 of fmas

N A

AW B3 el W G e
Qunt Lol W i Gy st
v B ey e
Ol e . s e @
et e
U

T P v L e
oA W 0 vwarad ey

VBB W UL e
e . .Y
O P ey e (g
e i (B
W dUve v
VN Ve (0 el ey

C ad

R e e e e

2119 &9 SIS 621

GIQIG?Q QLIEolIm...

SNq s OV SOW # SO0 CRIR CGoanoe
09 0P| SPEeR B0 40 WECATm 9
T SRR WAl GO0 SF SIS AR Wi
ReCRRlE OF N0 O ¢ DORe Mo Seelm o0y
S V0| DG SRRSO QU © S D¢ S0 DRS O%
D03 ol STUTR Moe CQ A5 et O
5 O S0 ol am casas oot o wees od oy
g Soq CUm QR evoe ‘i‘-“l'\-‘v"""ﬁ
R LGRS WPOS S OF SGe) ST e
SHDS 00 DG 000 NS I s el ws
T toq v We e I wives ol

»,u" L s

L Unay v i s B T ek T W Ty
S e ATII R L WG Ve e
I S YT DA e A
U W AP N VLU L e sre
Sy N AR e e O W

TR eedde W N
ﬂ&nmmo-qoqu(n’ 3 S soa V]
Ul ety YO WAV N et W vy
A QU S S T B VAl
o G (® dmlne v

Ty A WA
CENEQ SO QUETHSY o1

S A T eI Dt G A e ek e

Oy 10 v e (] T W it Pl | Ve

B Gt von D T Ve b e sl
R e Ve e

mom.waaum

o, % W et W Gy vl
Oy ew v tanl (v Soy
i Bl LD A et e

WA 1 vake e v

caifizam adaica
QAR 9T

. e

GoQ Rae e ols

e g8 Ve QN9 i 20N D

.

L T

-

OBt vy
—oe BT A ey Wrearg e
Ol g pins vl 24 by *
Pnagniime #empe Kb
Ot o«

Posagen (eup annt v pare rwnsan A0 ae
Ve v Resageaate AW iy e ——
B B

R e e e ]
Ty e el P
w—— s Y 6 Ty ¥ v o
———TTS

Nt P R KT O g
L s W SRty 54

IV W B WA GG

VA A e et O OV v
e o €

@Q@ : QoG- 8% 1 661N 90RS || UTKARSA : VOLUME — 54 : SEPTEMBER-2015




INFORMATION

{




%
- |
friends-
fora CQUISE
Thank you for your support at OSA 2015, Washington, D.C. !
Who we are
Global not-for-profit organization — founded by close group of friends from
1994 batch of NIT Rourkela.
We ask

why not unleash the privilege of friendship on serving the under-privileged?

We are registered in USA as a 501c(3) corporation & registered in India as a Trust.
Quests we are on
Health service for the ignored:

Develop a service-model for delivering last-mile health services (pregnancy
care, children care, blood test) in 2 remote panchayats of Kalahandi
Empowering the disabled:

Redefine classroom for the blind (augment learning with audio books and
braille-MP3 player, fund computer instructor in Berhampur blind school)
Restoring self-reliance to women in distress:

Enable 2-3 women, in Puri, to build skills they enjoy and start a business by
helping them take advantage of public support schemes and providing

support to bridge gaps.

Like you, all of us are trying to do our best squeezing time out of busy work

and personal lives to do something that we believe will help wipe a tear of
someone somewhere. If you want to get involved, please send an email to

support@friendsforacause.org.
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The ROOTS of Odisha Foundation s & MNon-
ROOTS Governmental and not for profit orzanisation
OF ODISHA founded by many likeminded individuals to work
FOUNDATION for the cause, concerns and betterment of Odisha.
Roots Foundation has orgamsed Kalinga Literary
Festival in the past and also appreciates the creative
work of many Odias in various fields. Rools
Foundation i1s a platform for not only conductng
events hike this (Konark International Cyclotron),
but also for continuous engazement of bright and
positive minds te give shape to a culturally,
econcmically, socially and democratically a developed state of Odisha

In today's globalised world, this task 15 not just challenging but alsa exciting!
Roots Foundation 1s an experiment and work-in-progress at the level of ideas and
practice to harness the minds of globalised and dinspora Odias encouraging their
attention to make meaningful contribution towards their mother land a
developed Odisha

The Konark International Cyclothon [FKICT
20157 wall aim to comprehensively encapsulate
the Social, Cultural ethos and the Matural
beauty of Odisha. The event will be held in the
Konark Puri Marne Drive, the sunnse disinct
of Odisha on 291h Movember 20015, and wall
highlight the beauty, heritage, culture of Odisha
to the International Community. The Marine

KONARK

INTERNATIONAL

CYELDTH,D,H dnive 15 surrounded within 30 miles by Larpest

Salt Lake Chilika, The Dolphin Sanctuary at
Satapada, the Wild life Mandan Kanan at Bhubaneswar. The lake Chlika
provides the ulimate beauty with its end mumber of migratory birds. Water
sporis such as Scuba, Surfing, Snockelling adds 1o the excitement for someone
touring a sea beach.

Konark International Cyclothon as an event o be held anmually is a Path

breaking as the First ever event occurred in Odisha to promote bicyele culture.

The event 1s mmed to interrate social, institutional and corporate participation

from all walks of life wrespective of gender and age. The event is to create
W ol LT 1 b

pedalling,

The Awards for Green Initiative will be conferred to Individuals, Corporates and
Institution practicing for Green cause in their business endeavour. The Green

Registered Address: K-1/114, FF, C.R. Park, New Dalhi-110019, T: 011-26274429
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Initiative Award 15 widely appreciated and well received by the Business
fratermity and Social Organisations.

The Foundation is aimed o work in Environment, Education, Helthcare,
Saniation, Women Empowerment and make our state a developed state of
International Importance secks the supports, feedback and encouragement of all
Odia Diasphora wherever settled and willing 1o contribute to their motherland..

The foundation 15 working to implement/support the following initatives.

1. Project Raha to support and enable healthy Life to deprived” downtrodden
and { destitute women'widows ete. at Bhubaneswar.
Kalinga Literature Festival o promote the progressive thoughis, create
political awareness, empower the voice of the masses and harness the
literature ethos of Odias.
Filarial Eradication Programme to create awareness and prevent Filanal
infection, disability and extend medical support to prevent filarial discase.
Konark International Cyclotron to promote bicycle culture in our endeavour
to “save fuel, save environment and lead Healthy life™ initiative.
Odisha Living Legend to felicitate the son of the soils who has contnbuted
to the mother Odisha'Odia community in the feld of Art, culture, literature,
Cincma, Science, sports clic.

We hope to succeed collectively with all the zood wishes and ruidance of
lcarned persons gathered willing 1o come forward. We are looking for your

continued support and patronagze in our endeavour. Ha Hind!
Thank yvou.

For R(HOTS of Odisha Foondation

Sudhir Komar Dash
Trustes

Account Details

Name: Roots of Odisha Foundation
Bank Mame: Kotak Mahindra Bank
Account Number: 791126565

IFSC: KKBEOO S TS

PAN: AACTRSTASR

Swift Code: EXEKINER

Registered Address: K-1/114, FF, TR Park, New Delhi-110019, T: 011-26274429
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KONARK
INTERNATIONAL

CYCLOTHON

VENUE:

Konark

DATE:

November 29, 2015
DISTANCE:

30 km

PARTCIPANTS:

600 including over

50 foreign participants
WEBSITE:
www.tourdekonark.com
www.odisharoots.org
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Dear All,

Namaste...!

That was your UTKARSA for all of us. We are sorry for unintentional delay of the
publication of this issue.
Please send us your write up for the coming December 2015 issue as soon as possible to
help us to release the forthcoming issue in time.

For December issue of
UTKARSA
Please send your write ups by
November 14, 2015

Please let us know any errata in the issue so that we correct and edit the digital version.
Your constructive comments are always welcome and yes, Please let us know few words
about the current issue.

Thank You All...!
Editors
editors@orissasociety.org
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