
 

From Editor’s desk… 
 
In few moments 2011 will bid farewell from us. But 
forever, it has imprinted many springs in our hearts. 
Arab spring has given hope of freedom and liberty to 
many where these are un-heard of. Anti-corruption up 
rise in India has once again promising people to dream 
of better life. OSA has been striving to stay transparent. 
Negative forces in OSANET has been transforming to 
positive discussions, suggestive and constructive ideas.  
All these are signifying good days are ahead but we 
have miles to go. Let us make a pledge in New Year that 
we will keep our area clean wherever we eat, wherever 
we live, whatever we talk and whomever we talk to. Let 
us pray to GOD to keep our thoughts clean and give us 
courage & strength to be determinative. 

 
Sridhar Rana  
Julie Acharya Ray 
Babru Samal 
December 29, 2011 
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President’s Message 

Fellow Odias in different regions of the country have 

been contributing funds to the OSA flood relief 

campaign. So far we have sent $5,000 to the Chief 

Minister’s Relief Fund and more than $8,000 to the 

Ramakrishna Mission in Odisha. We the OSA 

officials feel happy that our organization has come to 

the assistance of the flood-affected people of Odisha 

by raising donations through its members and various 

chapters.  

 

4. We have also tried to connect with our state 

Odisha by organizing a forum on Higher Education 

Opportunities in North America, in collaboration 

with Utkal University, Odisha on 22
nd

 December 

2011.   

 

5. I am happy to announce that the 43
rd

 OSA 

convention is going to be held in Seattle, Washington 

from 5-7 July 2012 and we are in constant 

communication with the Pacific Northwest chapter 

for the planning of the convention. Mr. Amulya Das 

has been nominated as the convener of the OSA 2012 

convention by the Pacific North West chapter. 

Congratulations Amulya Das for your willingness to 

come forward and help lead the his chapter in 

organizing this convention. The local officials are in 

constant contact with the OSA officials in planning 

the convention. Please save the date, 5-7 July 2012. 

 

"Many hands make light work" and that is our motto 

for the OSA. It is the communal effort and being part 

of this team has so many rewards. I hope you will 

consider taking some time out of your busy schedule 

to come forward and participate in any of the OSA 

activities you like.  

 

I would like to take this opportunity to thank you all 

for your continuous support to the OSA. My husband 

and I wish you all a very happy and safe Holiday 

Season. 

 

Sincerely, 

Annapurna Pandey 

President, OSA 

 

My dear fellow members of our beautiful Odia 

community, 

 

Greetings! May the New Year bring each one of you 

Peace, Good Health and Prosperity. 

 

There has not been a single dull moment since we took 

office in July 2011. It is hard to imagine that 2011 is 

almost over, but it is. Another couple of weeks and 2012 

will be knocking on our door…I am wondering how did 

that happen?  

 

So far it has been a great experience to work with you all! 

While serving the OSA adds to my workload, it has given 

me the opportunity to get to know my fellow officials 

better and reach out to the greater Odia community in the 

North America. Truly speaking, my involvement with the 

OSA gives me a tremendous sense of happiness and 

gratification. I take this opportunity to share with you the 

things we have been doing since last July. 

 

1. We have made every effort to make the OSA an 

inclusive organization by involving fellow Odias form 

different parts of the Americas. Consciously, we are trying 

to develop an inclusive OSA community giving due 

weight to each and every member in the organization. Our 

membership drive has been going on in full swing and has 

reached over 850. Please do help us in reaching 1000 by 

the end of March 2012.  

 

2. Through our BOG monthly conference calls and 

committees, we have involved different chapters and their 

voices in the decision making process of our organization. 

We have also been in contact with various members of our 

community through Internet as well as through our 

ejournal, Utkarsa.  

 

3. The Orissa Society of the Americas (OSA) organized 

successful fundraising programs in different parts of the 

USA to help the flood affected people in Odisha. Since 

we, the members of the OSA learned about the devastating 

flood situation in Odisha last September, 2011 



October OSA BOG Meeting Date: 10/02/2011 
Meeting Location: Conference Call 
Recorded By: Leena Mishra 
Attendance: 
No Name Title Organization Present 

1 Annapurna Pandey             President OSA Yes 

2 Kuku Das        Vice President OSA Yes 

3 Leena Mishra             Secretary OSA Yes 

4 Sushant Satpathy             Treasurer OSA Yes 

5 Nisikant Sahoo             President  OSA- New England Yes 

6 Bigyani Das             Past President OSA  Yes 

7 Nihar Nanda             President OSA – New England Yes 

8 Priya Darshan Patra              President OSA – Pacific 
Northwest Chapter 

Yes 

9 Amar Pani             President Southern Chapter Yes 

10 Lalatendu Mohanty              President OSA – NYNJ Chapter Yes 

11 Sabita Panigrahi              President CanOSA Yes 

12 Gopala Mohapatra              President South West Yes 

 
 

Meeting Location 
Conference Call     

 
Meeting Start 
Meeting Schedule Start: 9: 00 pm Eastern time 
 

Agenda 
 2011 Convention Issue 

 
Meeting Details 

 Formal Introduction by everyone in the meeting 

 Bigyani Das brought a motion to approve the past minutes. Treasurer Sushant 

Satpathy seconded the motion. The motion was approved unanimously. 

 

Secretary’s Desk… 
 



Flood Drive Update 

 

 It was suggested in BOG to find a proper communication from Red Cross before 

sending the money. 

 Some members in BOG suggested considering Chief Minister Relief Fund as an 

option. 

 It was decided to keep Oct 30
th

 as the deadline for Flood Drive. President 

Annapurna Pandey Suggested forming a committee who will work on adding 

visibility to OSA.  

 
Chhanda Champu Competition: 

 Bigyani Das agreed to form a committee to work on the initiative of promoting Chhanda 

and Champu. 

 

Membership and Chapter Affiliation 

 It was suggested in BOG to reach the chapter members and ask them to login to DOLA 

and update the chapter affiliation. 

 

 Transparency in OSA 

 

 BOG has decided to post the agenda of the BOG meeting in OSANet much before the 

OSA BOG meeting. 

 Members will be given opportunity to suggest any issue that they want to be discussed 

in BOG 

 

 

Meeting End 
 Meeting Actual End:  12:25 pm Eastern time 

 

Post Meeting Action Items 
Action Assigned To Deadline 

Promotion of Chhanda Champu  Bigyani Das  

proposal for adding visibility to OSA Sushant Satpathy  

Conflict Resolution Amar Pani  

 
Decisions Made 
Next Meeting:  

Location: Conference call – phone 
 



November OSA BOG Meeting Date: 11/06/2011 
Meeting Location: Conference Call 
Recorded By: Leena Mishra 
Attendance: 
No Name Title Organization Present 

1 Annapurna Pandey             President OSA Yes 

2 Kuku Das        Vice President OSA Yes 

3 Leena Mishra             Secretary OSA Yes 

4 Sushant Satpathy             Treasurer OSA Yes 

5 Nisikant Sahoo             Past President  OSA- New England Yes 

6 Bigyani Das             Past President OSA  Yes 

7 Nihar Nanda             President OSA – New England Yes 

8 Priya Darshan Patra              President OSA – Pacific Northwest  Yes 

9 Amar Pani             President Southern  Yes 

10 Lalatendu Mohanty              President OSA – NYNJ  Yes 

11 Sabita Panigrahi              President CanOSA Yes 

12 Gopala Mohapatra              President South West Yes 

13 Radhagobinda Mohanty              President OSA-Ozark Yes 

14 Anadi Naik              President OSA- MD/VA Yes 

15 Prabhat Mohapatra        Elected President OSA – NYNJ  Yes 

16 Rakesh Pattanaik              Member OSA – Pacific Northwest  Yes 

17 Manoranjan Acharya              Member OSA – Pacific Northwest  Yes 

18 Debashish Panda              Member OSA – Pacific Northwest  Yes 

19 Arat Rout President Ohio Yes 

20 Pranabesh Das               Member OSA – Pacific Northwest  Yes 

21 Pradeep Sahoo               Member OSA – Pacific Northwest  Yes 

22 Amulya Das Convenor- 2012 

Convention 

OSA – Pacific Northwest  Yes 

23 Chita Baral             Member OSA Yes 

 

Meeting Location 
Conference Call     
 

Meeting Start 
Meeting Schedule Start: 8: 00 pm Eastern time 

Agenda 
 OSA 2012 convention hosted by the Pacific North West chapter.   (The chapter 

President and a few community members to brief the BOG on their planning the 2012 

convention.) 

 NROFC meeting in Bhubaneswar, Dec 18th 2011. (Prof. Chitta Baral to brief us on a 
workshop, " Buddhist heritage and tradition" planned on this occasion.) 

 Treasurer's report 

 Secretary's report 

 Question & Answer Session 

 



Meeting Details 

 
NY/NJ Chapter President 

 President Annapurna Pandey welcomed elected NYNJ chapter President Mr. Prabhat Mohapatra 

to the group. Everyone in the group joined Ms. Pandey to welcome Mr. Prabhat Mohapatra.  

 

NROFC Update 

 Mr. Chita Baral briefed everyone on his findings on Buddhist cave in Khandagiri and the 

planned workshop in Utkal University, Orissa.. 

 The date of the workshop is not finalized yet. The tentative date of the workshop is 18
th

/ 19
th
 of 

December. 

 

Convention Update 

 Mr. Amulya Das delivered a thank you message to the group updated the team about 

convention. 

 

Treasurer’s Report 

 

Flood Drive: 

 Sushant Satpathy informed the team that he has received $9700 for flood drive so far and  

there are pledges for another $1200.  $7,500 has already been sent and any amount in excess 

of $7500 will be sent to RKM very soon.  

 

Membership Drive: 

Sushant Satpathy updated the team on Membership Drive with the following information: 

 OSA currently has 852 members which include all types of membership and in last two 

months 28 new members (life and 5-year) have joined OSA.  

 They are planning to follow-up with annual members on this. 

 

Secretary’s Report 

 The past meeting was approved in the BOG even though it was considered approved in the 

email before. 

 Anadi Naik suggested to send the OSA events/activities to Odia News paper.  

 Lata Mishra and Bigyani Das are working on the promotion of Chhanda and Champu . 

.  

General Discussions on 2012 Convention 

 

 Everyone in the team joined to share their ideas, comments and opinions about solving the 

2012 convention issue. 

 

Meeting End 
Meeting Actual End:  11:45 pm Eastern time 
 

Post Meeting Action Items 
Action Assigned To Deadline 

Promotion of Chhanda Champu  Bigyani Das & Lata Misra  

 
Decisions Made 
Next Meeting:  

Location: Conference call – phone 
 



December OSA BOG Meeting Date: 12/04/2011 
Meeting Location: Conference Call 
Recorded By: Leena Mishra 
Attendance 
No Name Title Organization Present 

1 Annapurna Pandey             President OSA Yes 

2 Kuku Das        Vice President OSA Yes 

3 Leena Mishra             Secretary OSA Yes 

4 Sushant Satpathy             Treasurer OSA Yes 

5 Anadi Naik             President  OSA- MD/VA Yes 

6 Bigyani Das             Past President OSA  Yes 

7 Amar Pani             President Southern Chapter Yes 

8 Lalatendu Mohanty              President OSA – NYNJ Chapter Yes 

9 Sabita Panigrahi              President CanOSA Yes 

10 Gopala Mohapatra              President South West Yes 

 

Meeting Location 
Conference Call     

Meeting Start 
Meeting Schedule Start: 8: 30 pm Eastern time 
Meeting Actual Start: 10:35 pm  - please list one time 
 

Agenda 
1. Convention update 

2. Greater Seattle Chapter 

3. Treasurer's report 

4. Secretary's report 

 
Meeting Details 
 President Annapurna Pandey welcomed ever one to the meeting. 

 

Convention Update 

Annapurna Pandey updated BOG members about convention from the e-mail update sent by convener 

Mr. Amulya Das.    

 
Secretary’s Report 

Secretary Leena Mishra briefed the following items: 

 December Utkarsha Announcement 

 The last date to receive the report for Utkarsa is 15
th
 Dec 

 OSA’s sponsorship for International Odissi Festival 2012. 

 A vote was taken to find out the decision about OSA’s sponsorship for International Odissi 

festival. Everyone in BOG was in favor of this proposal. 

 OSA was invited to become a sponsor of the International Odissi Festival being 
organized in Odisha during December 23- 26 by IPAP and other prominent cultural 

organizations in Odisha and India. 

 



o BOG members voted that OSA should participate as a sponsor. As currently 

OSA does not have enough discretionary fund for this sponsorship, it was 

decided to request BOG members and anyone else interested to sponsor this 

event with $1000.  
 

 Updates on chapter Relation Committee 

 

 Improve relationship with Indian Embassy 

 

     Treasurer’s Report 

 

 Treasurer Sushant Satpathy updated the BOG about the membership drive. 

 

 

Greater Seattle Chapter Issue  

There was discussion regarding Greater Seattle Chapter Application received by secretary on 

October 31
st
 2011. It was pointed out that in the chapter application for the new chapter the 

geographical area for the chapter is missing. It was decided that secretary should get 

clarification on that point before BOG can make a decision. 

 

 

Meeting End 
Meeting Actual End:  12:25 pm Eastern time 
 
 

Post Meeting Action Items 
Action Assigned To Deadline 

Respond to Debadutta Dash  Leena Mishra  

Contact BOG for Odissi 

Festival 

Sushant Satpathy  

Updated Membership Form  Anadi Naik  

 
Decisions Made 

 OSA will be a Sponsor for International Odissi Festival. 

 
Next Meeting 

Next Meeting:  8th January 2012 
Location: Conference call – phone 

 



Welcome aboard, New Members! 
 
Dear Friends, 

 

Please join us in welcoming our new members to the society. We are 

thankful for their decision to be part of OSA. We look forward to a lasting 

positive relationship and hope this will bring new ideas to our 

organization and invigorate all of us in carrying out OSA's mission 'the 

pursuit of excellence in the promotion and propagation of Oriya culture in 

Americas by bringing together all the people interested in Orissa through 

socio-cultural events, and developmental activities'. We are hoping all of 

you can reach out to someone who is currently not a member of OSA and 

request him/her to consider being a member and help carrying out OSA's 

mission. And if each one of us try we can reach 1000 members soon. We 

all need to contribute our own way by bringing our friends or family to be 

part of the organization.  

 

Once again let's heartily welcome following members who have joined 

over last 2 months: 

 

Rakesh Patnaik and Sangeeta Katha, WA, Life Member  

Niranjan Senapati and Itishree Bastia, MA, Life Member 

Satyakam and Mitali Madhusmita Das, WA, 5-year Member 

Anwesha Das and Ashish Narrain, WA, 5-year Member  

Habib M Habib and Sakina Habib, WA, 5-year Member  

Madhusmita Sahoo and Jayaprathap Parameswaran, WA, 5-year Member  

Murthy Kalkura and Aarthi Kalkura, WA, 5-year Member  

Sukanta K Nanda and Namrata Panda, WA, 5-year Member  

Rita Meher and Brandon McIntosh, WA, 5-year Member  

Sambit Behera and Sasmita Behera, WA, 5-year Member  

Pallavi Baral and Rahul Lal, WA, 5-year Member  

Ratna Roy and David Capers, WA, Life Member  

Mitrabhanu Sahu, WA, Life Member  

Dina Krushna Ray and Ratna Ray, WA, 5-year Member  

Nihar Ranjan Dash and Samita Satpathy, WA 5-year Member  

Swaroop Mishra and Anna Mishra, WA, Life Member  

Debabrata Panda and Renuka Mishra, CA, 5-year Member  

Ashok Jena and Pushpanjali Jena, CA, Life Member  

Sandip Biswal and Anita Biswal, CA, Life Member  

Marc Dareau and Pragati Misro, CA, Life Member  

Prasanna Mohanty and Sarita Mohanty, CA, Life Member  

Brian T Feeley and Sarina Behera, CA, Life Member  

Reina Haque and Ralph Vogel, CA, Life Member 

Treasurer’s Report… 
 



Gati Kar and Anuradha Kar, CA, Life Member  

Ashok Das and Sanghamitra Pattnaik, WA, 5-year Member  

Dillip Behera and Priyadarsini Behera, NH, Life Member  

Biswabhusan Sahoo and Mamata Sahoo, MA, Life Member  

Srinivas P Tutika and Padmaja Tutika, MO, Life Member  

Sishu Shankar and Sushila Marhata, CA, Life Member 

Kedarnath Nanda and Tapati Dash, MD, Life Member 

Tusar Das and Rnajita Das, OH, Life Member 

Chinmaya Panda and Monalisa Tripathy, CA, 5-year member 

 

We want to take a moment to thank everyone who have worked hard to 

introduce these members to OSA. We are looking for member-

volunteers from each chapter or region to help with our out reach 

effort. It is our sincere request to all of you to do your part to grow this 

organization and together we can ! 

 

 

Flood Relief Drive 
 

Dear Friends,  

 

Namaskar! 

I want to thank you all for your support for the Flood Relief drive. At 

the conclusion of this drive OSA received $13,144.12 from 118 donors 

(new donors are listed below). The funds received have already been 

disbursed: $5,000 to Chief Minister’s Relief Fund and $7,917.41 to 

Rama Krishna Mission. The transaction details are in the attached 

document with explanation. Also, I have attached 

communications/documents received from RKM regarding their plan 

for funds utilization that I received prior to transfer of last installment 

to RKM.  

 

SO Cal high school students Aditi Patnaik, Surya Kar, Soumya Kar, 

Komal Rout, Milan Mohanty, Nayan Behera, Ricky Spandan, Sheetal 

Rout, Shibani Mohanty, Shreya Maharana and Shruti Khandai with the 

help of their parents and community had organized a talent show on 

Nov 20th to raise funds for the Flood Relief drive. My heartfelt thanks 

to parents and everyone involved for engaging children for a good 

cause and raising $2126 in the process.  

 

Also, I want to thank MD Cricket team for their effort and helping us 

with $1100 for this drive. 

 

New Donors (no particular order except the order entered): 

Annonymous    IL 

Sarada and Rupa Mohapatra    IL 

Debashish and Liti Panda    IL 

Lalatendu Mohanty and Namrata Das    NJ 

 



Satyabrata  Nayak and Sunita Rout    CA 

Laxmi and Shakuntala Bhuyan    CA 

Sitaram and Shivangi Susarla    CA 

Sitikantha and Shakti Mohapatra    CA 

Pradeept Sahoo and Smita Das    CA 

Aparajita Patnaik    CA 

Smruti Rout    CA 

Sudhir and Sasmita Maharana    CA 

Jitendra Sarwate and Swati Pandit    CA 

Gouri Sankar Kar and Swayam Pati    CA 

Tapas and Shelly    CA 

Varun     CA 

 

 

I received following suggestions that I wanted 

to share:  

 

1. It will be helpful to preselect organizations 

best able to carry out these type of effort 

suggested names : RKM , BSS, Rotary Club 

and Samaj Relief Fund  

 

2. OSA should create a fund ($2500-$5000) for 

humanitarian cause and should be able to send 

the amount for immediate relief  

 

3. On-line payment will be easier 

 

4. Give different option to donors to publish 

name and amount or combination there of (no 

name and no amount,  no name but amount, 

name and amount, name and no amount). I 

could not do that because of time and 

possibility of commission/omission on my part 

(as it is manual). 

 

If you have any question or suggestion, please 

send it to treasurer@orissasociety.org.   

Once again I want to thank you all not for the 

amount raised through this flood drive rather 

the way we all came together as community. 

 

Best Regards, 
Sushant Satpathy 

Volunteer/ Treasurer, OSA 

Gopal Mohapatra    TX 

Sandip Dasverma    WA 

Surya and Minakhi Panigrahy    IL 

NY Life ( Matching Fund - Lalatendu 

Mohanty)    NJ 

Biswa Mohaptra     MD 

Kedarnath Nanda    MD 

Sajesh Saran    MD 

Bimal Mishra    MD 

Jitendra Prusty    MD 

Kiran Ambatipud    MD 

Subrat Rout    MD 

Sambit Kumar    MD 

Subrat Mohanty    MD 

Anil Das    MD 

Rajani Rath    MD 

Alok Ray    VA 

Anonymous    CA 

Ashok and Pushpanjali Jena    CA 

Basant  K Sahu    CA 

Biswajit Khandai    CA 

Gautem and Madhmita Das    CA 

Gitanjali and Sribardhan Patnaik    CA 

Harsha Pattnaik    CA 

Jhili    CA 

Jyostna Patnaik    CA 

Kasturee and Deba Mohapatra    CA 

Santosh and Kabita Mishra    CA 

Kirtan and Mamata Behera    CA 

Mir Mahiuddin    CA 

Atreya Das and Lisa Mohanty    CA 

Manoj and Gouri Mishra    CA 

Naba and Bijaylaxmi  Kar    CA 

Nandita Behera    CA 

Nirod and Sneha Mohanty    CA 

Prabin Bishoyi    CA 

Prasanna Panda and Nibedita Acharya    CA 

Pushpita Chandan    CA 

Raja Epsilon and Babita Mohanty    CA 

Rajesh and Pinky    CA 

Rita Mohanty    CA 

Sabyasachi and Banita Panigrahi    CA 

Sanjay and Yogapriya Das    CA 
Saroj and Suniti Behera    CA 

Saroj Mohapatra and Manisha Mishra    CA 

Satya and Punyatoya    CA 

 



OSA Washington - DC Chapter 
 

Kumar Purnima 2011 
 
This is our first Kumar Purnima event since we took over as office bearers of the 
OSA DC chapter. 
This year the DC chapter observed Kumar Purnima on October 16 at the Hindu 
temple Maryland with grandeur. Young girls and boys participated in the cultural 
programs with enthusiasm. The program started with Gayatri bandana and was 
followed by a description of the festival. It was incredible to see the kids dancing to 
the tune of ethnic Oriya and modern Bollywood songs. Kids also showcased their 
talent in Indian classical music and classical dance forms. A well made Oriya drama 
about Lord Jagannath was also presented by our chapter’s kids on this occasion. 
Thus the evening was full of merry making and festivities. The cultural program 
was coordinated by Susmita Sahu and Dharitri Banerjee. 

  
 Mr. Amulya Balwantaray, a prominent Odissi dancer, was our distinguished guest 
for the evening. He enraptured the audience with an Odissi performance. 
Life time achievement award from national OSA was conferred on Mrs Anu Biswal 
for her outstanding contribution to Oriya community in USA. The award was 
presented by our past presidents Dr Bigyani Das and Pratap Das on this occasion. 

  
Chanda puja was arranged by Meera Mohapatra and Urmila Sahu. All children and 
adults  performed the rituals of Chanda puja by offering Chanda bhoga to moon. 
Our traditional “Chanda bhoga” was distributed to all the attendees. The 
celebration ended with distribution of trophies to all the participants. Finally, 
dinner comprising traditional Oriya food was served by the food Organizers.  
 

Chapter News 
 



   
 

Our special thanks to Dr Babru Samal and Kedar nath Nanda for posting 
pictures and videos  of our Kumar Purnima  event.  
 
Pictures are taken by Dr Babru Samal and  can be seen at 
http://www.babru.com/KPurnima11.   
Also the news was telecast in OTV, Odisha. The news snippet has been 
uploaded by Kedarnath Nanda at http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=E3-
SxeSGpqc. 
 
Volunteers : Our special thanks to following volunteers for their support and  
contribution in making this event successful. 
Raj Patnaik, Anup Bakshi, Sanghamitra Sahu, Ipsita  Das , Girija Sahoo, 
Gaurav Nanda, Anil Das, Bala Dixit,  Shivasis Hota, Deepak Dhala,Debasis 
Patnaik , Hemant Biswal ,,Supriya Pattanyak, Asmi Panigrahi, Sarthak 
Sahu, Urmila Sahu, Bandita Mishra, Sangeeta Nayak, Parameeta Kanungo, 
Manaswini Sahu, Leena Mishra,  Madhabi Das , Lali Tripathy,  Ashim Dey, 
Kalpana Panigrahi  & Susama Panda.  
 
Upcomming Event:  
The DC chapter is going to observe Saraswati puga on January 26, 2012 at 
Hindu Temple Maryland. 
Chapter Web Page : 
A website for the OSA DC chapter has been created and can be reached at 

www.osa-dc.org . Our special thanks to Ayaskant Sahu, Surya Sahu & 

Laxmikant Dash for their efforts in putting it up. 

 
We look forward to next event in 2012.  
Visit us at www.osa-dc.org for any news announcements, forum 
updates and events. 
 
Thanks, 
Gatikrishna Tripathy, President 

Maushumi Pattanayak, Vice President 

Upendra Das, Treasurer/Secretary 
 

http://www.babru.com/KPurnima11
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=E3-SxeSGpqc
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=E3-SxeSGpqc
http://www.osa-dc.org/
http://www.osa-dc.org/


 
CANOSA Report of 2011 winter 
By Sabita Panigrahi 

 

 

Kumar Utsav Celebration 

 
CANOSA celebrated Kumar Utsav at the Chinguacousy 

Secondary School auditorium in Brampton. It was a 

typical autumn afternoon in the Greater Toronto Area. The 

curtains opened with the song  “Kuanara Punei  rati lo, 

Kuanara Punei rati” .  The young girls danced to the tune 

with joy. The dance was choreographed by Nandita 

Ganteyet and directed by Madhusmita Gharai-Patra. That 

was followed by a Ganesh Vandana dance which was 

choreographed by Nandita Gantayet and performed by 

Arpita and Nikita Gantayet, Ineka Panigrahi and Prachi 

Mishra.  The audience was mesmerized by their flawless 

synchronization and beautiful professional performance. 

The children presented a play in Odia based on the 

folklore of Odisha called “Taapoi”. 30 children 

participated in this play starting from age 2 to 13.   It was 

written by Sumitra Padhi and directed by Nibedita Patnaik.   

 
The tabla recital by Satwik Pattanaik, Amitabh Mohanty 

and Pratap Satpathy was quite fascinating. 

 

 
 

 

It was directed by Pratap Satpathy.  For the first time, 

a play by the name of Ama Parivara, performed by 

ladies only, was presented on the stage. It was quite 

hilarious to listen to the squabbling of ladies from 

different regions of Odisha (Cuttack, Baripada, 

Berhampur and Sambalpur). 

 

 

 



Another angle of this play was to put emphasis on 

Dhaga Dhamali (proverbs) of Odisha and they were 

frequently used in conversations. That created 

laughter often among the audience. The play was 

written by Niyati Mohanty and directed by Sabita 

Panigrahi.  Ayushi Sharma and Neena Jayarajan 

from Menaka Thakkar Dance Company (MTDC) 

presented a beautiful Mangalacharan, Pallavi and 

Moksha of Odissi dance. At the end, a suanga style 

comedy play Sesha Bichara (Last Judgement ) 

written and directed by Niranjan Mishra,  was 

presented.  The tempo of the play picked up slowly 

and ended with a big laughter.  Vote of thanks was 

given by Sujata Patnaik and Sudeshna Patnaik.    

 

 
 

Prizes were given by the Chief Guest Dr Menaka Thakkar 

to the children who participated in the program.  Dr 

Menaka Thakkar is one of the pioneers to bring Indian 

Classical Dances to North America.  The cultural program 

was conducted by the three emcees Rinki Mohapatra, 

Madhumita Das and Swapna Patro.  The program was 

coordinated by Nibedita Pattanaik, Sumitra Padhi, 

Sudeshna Patnaik, Madhusmita Gharai-Patra, Nandita 

Gantayet, Niyati Mohanty, Pratap Satpathy and Niranjan 

Mishra. The sound and lights were managed by Suvendhu 

Mishra , Abani Pattanayak and Prasad Rao. The stage was 

managed by Gagan Panigrahi with his young volunteers, 

Bibhu Mohapatra, Suyash Pandey and Sidhant Mishra.  

Rekha Mishra, Manoj Panda and Suvendu Gantayet took 

care of still photos and videography.  Good food was 

possible due to Sujata Patnaik and Amitabh Mohanty.  

Hara N. Padhi  was in charge of registration.  The whole 

event was managed by Sabita Panigrahi. This year we had 

41 children participants out of 65. The event was attended 

by a high number of 195 people.   

The event was not only an evening of joy and festive mood 

but also a true picture of promoting and preserving the 

arts, language and heritage of Odisha by showcasing Odia 

culture and showcasing talents by both children and adults.   

                    
Fund raising for Odisha Flood Relief 
 CANOSA did a fund raising drive for the Odisha flood 

relief and raised $2329.  The money was sent to build 

cowshed for the affected people in Gop Area.  CANOSA 

board thanks Vaishno Devi temple of Oakville, Ontario for 

providing CRA (Canada Revenue Agency) tax receipts to 

the Canadian donors.  

 



 

New York – New Jersey Chapter 
 



 



 



 



OSA Michigan Report 
 
Kumara Purnima 2011. 

 

The Oriya Michigan community celebrated Kumara Purnima 2011 with excellent 

participation of the Community members at Kalakshetra, Farmington Hills on 

Saturday Nov 12, 2011. 

 

Community members turned up in record numbers and enjoyed a wonderful evening. 

The evening festivities got underway with the invocation of ‘Mangala Charan’ and 

paying due respects to Lord Jagannatha, the Lord of the World. Community elders 

led the prayers. This was followed by the beautiful rendition of the ‘Kumara Punei 

Jhana lo’ song by all the community members especially the tiny tots and the seniors. 

 

Some of the highlights of the program was Odia Drama, Fashion show, Bollywood 

Bhangra, electrifying performances of the kids and adults in various dance and song 

numbers. 

 

The entire community comprising of senior community members to tiny tots turned 

up for the program making it a grand success and occasion to remember. We had 

excellent participation from many Volunteers among the community members. This 

ensured that the programs were conducted smoothly and with excellent participation. 

 

The OSA Michigan website at http://www.osamichigan.org/ was launched. 

 

OSA MI President officially welcome the members with an inaugural address. Vote 

of Thanks was proposed by Vivek Das, General Secretary.  Financial Statement was 

prepared and put on the website by Pramod Satapathy, Treasurer. Together they 

formed the executive committee in charge of organizing the Kumara Purnima 2011. 

 

The programs ended with a mouth watering dinner. This was followed by a group 

dance in which all the community participated to excellent Odia and Bollywood 

beats. Following the dance, all community members pitched in to clean up the 

premises. 

 

The entire list of programs was carefully chosen to give an opportunity to all 

community members to participate and show case their talents. A lot of college going 

kids from the community were involved in the festivities and took part in many 

activities. Volunteer certificates were given to high school kids in the community 

who volunteered and helped make this program a grand success. 

 

There was a true sense of community spirit and nostalgia for our heritage and 

community members enjoyed the occasion. Many new members who had come 

recently to Michigan also showed up making this an occasion to truly cherish and 

remember. 

 

http://www.osamichigan.org/


Name of the 

program Program coordinator Choreographer/Director 

Jagannath 

Bandana     

Kumar Punei 

Janha lo Swati Mishra   

Dance by Desi 

BoyZ Ranjita Das Ranjita Das 

Dance Dhamaka Geeta Sahoo Reshma Das 

Tu bji nach le ve Swayam Kar Swayam Kar 

  Sunita Mahapatra Sunita Mahapatra 

Drama-"Dhinki" Written by Jogesh Panda Jogesh panda & Sudipta Mishra 

Rangabati Krushna Panda   

Rocking Rythms Roshni & Ishani Roshni & Ishani 

Break Break Break 

Jhankar Subhasis Mohanty All of them 

Bollywood 

Bhangra Swayam Kar Ananya Kar 

Amplifying boyz Pushpita Bhuyan Pushpita Bhuyan 

Dhadak dhadak Seema Rout Seema Rout 

Dance pe dance Geeta Sahoo Reshma Das 

Fashion Show Nutan Satapathy Nutan Sathpathy 

    Punjab 

    Odisha Tribe 

    Gujrat 

    West Bengal 

    Kashmir 

    Maharastra 

    Rajasthan 

    Andhra Pradesh 

    Odisha  

 

Many of the photographs and Videos can be found at our website. 

http://www.osamichigan.org/ 

http://www.osamichigan.org/


Sankalpa 

jÕLÁ 

jé`ðm[Ð cÞhÍ(e\) 

 

 

_ÐÜ, 

ÒLaf L\Ð LVÐLVÞ 

af LiÐLiÞ 

kÐe SÞ[çe kÞjÐaÒe 

NÒXB]Þ@_Ð ÒdÒ[  

]ÊcàËmÔ cÊkËrà Ð 

 

Ò]M[, 

dÐkÐ `ÐBÜ HÒ[ ]été 

HÒ[ c_Ð«e 

Òj SÑa_ _ÞNÊXÊRÞ ÒLcÞ[Þ 

A&ÊfÐeÊ `ÐZÞ `eÞ 

_ÞÓhvÒe cÊkËrà cÊkËrà Ð 

 

bÐa[, 

]óhÔhË_Ô QD]ÞÒN 

_ÞeuÍ @uÐe RXÐ 

AD L'Z aÐLÞ\a 

jeÞNÒm 

@«Þc cÊkËrà Ð 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Aj auÊ! 

AlÞ ÒMÐmÞaÐ cÊkËràLÊ 

jLÐf aÊTÞaÐ, 

@uÐe AjÞaÐ ANeÊ 

@ahÞ½  A¯ÊiÒe  

@có[e _dàÐj beÞ 

aÞiÐ]Þ[ `ó\ÞaÑLÊ  

jej LeÞaÐ, 

SÞÜB dÞaÐ 

@ahÞ½ `Í[ÞVÞ cÊkËrà Ð 

 

cÐÒLÐcé, cÞQÞNÐ_ç 

 

 

MUSINGS 



Udyanara Samparka 

D]ÔÐ_e jÕ`Là  

(Q[Ê\à bÐN - `Ëaà `ÍLÐhÞ[ DrÐeÊ) 

aÞsÐ_Ñ ]Ðj, ÒXV_ç, ÒceÑmÐ¨ 

 

kWÐ[ç Oe`V@ÐXÊ `ÐVÞ[Ê¨ hÊbÞmÐ Ð LÞH ÒdcÞ[Þ `ÐNf 

ÒkÐBdÐBRÞ LÞ LÐkÐLÊ LÐfÞhÞ mÐNÞRÞ Ð hÍÑS¯ Í̀[ÞbÐ ajÞ\úaÐ 

]ÞNLÊ AjÊ\úÒm, LÞ«Ê Oe]ÞNLÊ `Í[ÔÐarà_ LÒm Ð @_Ô 

ÒLÒ[ aÒ¯ÐÒSÔº aÔ¦ÞcÐÒ_ c^Ô Òj ]ÞNLÊ ^ÐBÜÒm Ð LÞ«Ê 

`ÞmÐcÐÒ_ ÒjcÞ[Þ ajÞekÞ\úÒm J N`h`, ÒMfLÊ]Òe 

c³ÞdÐB\úÒm ÒdcÞ[Þ LÞ `ó\úaÑe ÒLßÐZjÞ h¦Þ aÞ ÒjcÐ_*e 

Òj A_tÒe aÐ^ÐÒ]aÐLÊ jc\à ÒkÐB`ÐeÞa_Þ Ð XLçVeç 

hcàÐ ÒjcÞ[Þ ajÞekÞ\úÒm Ð HcÞ[Þ `ÐVÞ[Ê¨e hv [Ð* 

D`Òe LÞRÞ `ÍbÐa `LÐB `ÐeÞ_\úmÐ Ð  

 

`Í[ÞbÐ `QÐeÞmÐ, ""jcÒª Òj ]ÞNLÊ ^ÐDÜR«Þ Òd, A`Z 

SÐZÞR«Þ LZ ÒkDRÞ?'' 

""H\úÒe LÞRÞ _Ë[_[Ð _ÐkÞÜ Ð jaÊÒaÒf Òj `Í̂ Ð_ HcÞ[Þ 

NÒ&B MÐB @bÞ_¯ LÒe Ð'' 

""cÐÒ_ HWÞ SZÐhÊZÐÒe ÒmÐL NÒ&B aÞ MÐA«Þ Ð ÒkÒm, 

NÒ&B [ jeLÐe aÔÐ_ç LeÞR«Þ; H `eÞyÞ[ÞÒe Ò`ÐmÞjçLÊ 

SÒZBÒ]aÐ DQÞ[ç _ÊÒkÜ LÞ Ð'' 

""Ò`ÐmÞjçÒe Ò]a LÞH ? [Ð jÐ= Òj ÒdDÜ _ejÞÕk aÐaÐ 

@RÞ, jaÊWÊ a]cÐjç ÒkmÐ jÞH; ÒQÐeÐ @$Þc, NÒ&B 

LÐeaÐe jaÊ [Ðe Ð ÒkÒm ÒLÒ[VÐ bmLÐc aÞ jÞH LeÞRÞ; 

ÒLDÜ ]eÞ]Íe Þ̀mÐLÊ `ÐW `YÞaÐÒe jÐkÐdÔ LeÞRÞ [ 

LÐkÐe ÒeÐN ÒkÒm Ò_B XÐ¦eMÐ_ÐÒe `kqÐBÒ]BRÞ Ð 

AD ÒjB jaÊ a]Ð_Ô[Ðe NÍÐkL cÐ_* bÞ[eÊ LÞH Ò`ÐmÞjç 

@$Þjeç [ LÞH SÞmâÐ`Ðf Ð ÒjjaÊe $ÐB]Ð DWÐDQÞ jÞH 

ÒdÒk[Ê ÒjcÐ_* cÊkÜ at Ð Ò[ZÊ Òj WLaÐaÐe aÔajÐ¯ 

WÞLç QÐmÞRÞ Ð'' 

 

""ÒkÒm XLçVeç `Í̂ Ð_ [ SÒZ DnhÞlÞ[ aÔ¦Þ Ð [Ð*e 

HÒ[ @^Ó`[_ ÒkmÐ ÒLcÞ[Þ ?'' 

""`Í̂ Ð_ DnhÞlÞ[ Òd, ÒkÒm AQÐe aÔakÐe [Ðe 

MeÐ`; jaÊÒaÒf ÒjB DnhÞlÐ `ÐBÜ `Íaf @kÕLÐe; 

Òj\ú`ÐBÜ Òj _ÜÐ bm hÞlL ÒkÐB`ÐeÞmÐ, _Ð bm 

NÒaiL; _ÜÐ bm `[Þ ÒkB`ÐeÞmÐ _ÜÐ bm `Þ[Ð Ð HÒa 

jaÊ aÞ$f[ÐLÊ bÊmÞaÐ `ÐBÜ NÒ&B, @$Þc _ÞhÐ LeÞRÞ Ð 

_ÞhÐ \ÐD LÞ _\ÐD, aràcÐ_ Òj HL _½-cªÞ´ aÔ¦Þ Ð'' 

""Òk bNaÐ_, HjaÊ [ cÒ[ jÞÒ_cÐe LÐkÐZÑ bfÞ cÒ_ 

ÒkDRÞ Ð Ò[Òa _ejÞÕk aÐaÐ [ SÒZ cÊMà bfÞ cÒ_ 

kÊ@«Þ Ð `ÐWhÐW ÒjcÞ[Þ `YÞ_ÐkÐ«Þ, LÞ HcÞ[Þ ÒLßÐZjÞ 

aÞÒhi ÒdÐNÔ[Ð _ÐkÞÜ [Ð*e Ð XLçVeç `Í̂ Ð_* jkÞ[ 

[Ð*e H ÒdÐNÐÒdÐN ÒkmÐ ÒLcÞ[Þ?'' 

 

`Í[ÞbÐe H ÒLßÐ[Êkf Ò]MÞ XLçVeç hcàÐ kjÞÒm Ð [Ð* 

cÊkÜÒe H kj Ò]MÞ `Í[ÞbÐLÊ bm mÐNÞmÐ Ð @_ÔcÐ_* 

jcjÔÐ D`Òe aÞQÐeLÊ Ò_BAjÞÒm c_bÞ[eÊ _ÞSe 

]ÊÓMNìÐ_Þ LÞRÞVÐ mÐOa ÒkÐBdÐH Ð XLçVeç hcàÐ [Ð* _ÞS 

SÑa_e ]ÊÓM bÞ[eÊ aràcÐ_ XLçVeç `Í^Ð_* SÑa_ 

bÞ[eLÊ _ÞS c_LÊ Ò_BAjÞ\úÒm Ð kjÞkjÞ Òj LkÞÒm, 

""auÊ[Ð J jÕ`Làe H ÒdÐNÐÒdÐN HL @Sa SÞ_Þi Ð Ló», 

jÊ]ÐcÐ*e auÊ[Ðe LÐkÐZÑ [ [Òc hÊZÞ\úa Ð ÒkÒm H 

NÒ&BÒMÐe cÐ_*e auÊ[Ð aÞ AD HLeLce auÊ[Ð Ð 

HjaÊ XLçVeç ]Ðhç*e j$f[Ðe BiàÐÒe kÞÜ jó½Þ ÒkÐBRÞ 

Ð d]ÞJ Í̀^Ð_ XLçVeç ]Ðh*e _ÞS NÜÐe ÒmÐL, LÞ«Ê 

XLçVeç ]Ðh [Ð*WÐeÊ kSÐe NÊZÒe j$f; ÒjB\ú`ÐBÜ 

`Í̂ Ð_e BiàÐ Ð AD _ejÞÕke BiàÐ @_Ô LÐeZeÊ Ð 

_ejÞÕk @[Þ kÑ_ SÑa_ Ò]B aqúekÞRÞ, ÒLÒa 

cÐJaÐ]Ñ jÐSÞRÞ [ ÒLÒa bÞL cÐNÞRÞ; ÒLÒa ÒQÐeÞ 

LeÞRÞ [ ÒLÒa ÒSmçdÐBRÞ Ð XLçVeç ]Ðh* bfÞ ÒmÐL* 

jÐ=Òe cÞfÐcÞhÐ LeÞ, $ÒVÐ DWÐB, ÒNÐVÞH Í̀LÐee 

jÐcÐSÞL ½ÐVjç NYÞaÐLÊ BoÐ [Ðe Ð ÒkÒm XLçVeç ]Ðh 

ÒjBVÐ LeÐB ]Þ@«Þ_Þ, ÒdDÜ\ú`ÐBÜ jÞH _ÞSe ÒdÐS_Ð 

M&ÞajÞRÞ, XLçVeç ]Ðh J [Ð* jÊ_Ðc D`Òe Aq 

AZÞaÐ`ÐBÜ HL aÞ Þ̂aw ÒdÐS_Ð; ÒjB\úeÊ jÐ= LeÞRÞ 

`Í̂ Ð_LÊ, NÒ&B Ò]B Ð'' 



`Í[ÞbÐLÊ akÊ[ ]ÊÓM mÐNÞmÐ Ð HcÞ[Þ jaÊ LÊjébÐae ÒmÐL* 

`ÐBÜ kÞÜ ASÞe jcÐSe H @^Ó`[_ Ð aÞÒhi[Ó JXÞhÐe 

ÒmÐLcÐ_* c^ÔÒe HjaÊ ÒRÐVLÐVÞA BiàÐ, Ò]éi ÒahÑ Ð 

ÒLkÞ D`eLÊ DWÞaÐLÊ QÐkÞÜÒm, [ÐLÊ [fLÊ VÐZÞAZÞaÐ `ÐBÜ 

ÒdÒ[ eLce iXd§ Ð HjaÊ iXd§ `ÊZÞ AD LÐkÐe _ÊÒkÜ, 

_ÞS SZÐhÊZÐ, ỀeÊZÐ auÊcÐ_*e kÞÜ ÒahÑ Ð 

 

XLçVeç `Í^Ð_* `eÞaÐe aÞi¯Òe SÐZÞaÐ`ÐBÜ ÒLÐ[Êkf 

SÐNÞmÐ Í̀[ÞbÐe c_Òe; Ò[ZÊ Òj H aÞi¯Òe XLçVeç hcàÐ*Ê 

`Íhð `QÐeÞÒ]mÐ Ð XLçVeç hcàÐ DreÒe LkÞÒm, ""_ejÞÕk 

jkÞ[ auÊ[Ð LeÞaÐ ]Þ_WÐeÊ `Í̂ Ð_e ±Ñ H jke RÐXÞ HL 

]Ëe jkeÒe QÐLÞeÞ LeÞaÐLÊ QÐmÞNmÐ Ð [Ðe ]ÊBVÐ Ề@ 

cÊMàÒkÒm, ÒNÐVÞH [ aX XeLÊfÐ, LÞRÞ LÐc]Ðc LÒe_ÐkÞÜ; [Ð 

cÐ [ÐLÊ [Ð `ÐMLÊ Ò_BdÐBRÞ Ð aX`Ê@VÐ HB `ÐM NÜÐÒe 

ÒNÐVÞH @$àÐÒ_SçÒe LÐcLeÊRÞ, ÒkÒm aÐ`LÊ `QÐÒe_Ð Ð'' 

 

`Í[ÞbÐLÊ H[ÞLÞÒaÒf XÐLÞaÐLÊ cÞÒjjç ]Ðh AjÞÒm Ð ""hÍÑS¯ 

LkÊ\úmÐ [Òc Ò$eÞdÞa ASÞ, Aj MÐBÒ]a; [Ð`Òe [cLÊ 

hÍÑS¯ dÐB RÐXÞAjÞa Ð'' 

 

""Òj NÒ&ÐXe _ÞhÐ RÐXÞmÐZÞ _Ð _ÐkÞÜ ?'' - XLçVeç hcàÐ 

`QÐeÞÒm Ð 

 

""[Òc LZ SÐZÞ_ ? [Ð' _ÞhÐ LZ jkSÒe RÐÒX Ð hÍÑS¯ 

XÐ¦e*Ê Ò$Ð_ç LeÞRÞ; [Ð `Ê@LÊ aÞ Ò$Ð_ç LeÞRÞ Ð ÒjcÐÒ_ AjÞ 

[ÐLÊ HWÊ Ò_BdÞÒa Ð [Ð Ề@, ÒaÐkË @R«Þ; jc÷ÐfÞÒa Ð'' 

 

hÍÑc[Ñ ]Ðh XLçVeç hcàÐ*Ê aÞ XÐLÞÒm Ð LÞRÞ jc¯ `Òe 

AjÞÒa LkÞ XLçVeç hcàÐ Ò`ÐMeÑ QÐeÞ`ÒV aÊmÞaÐLÊ QÐmÞNÒm 

Ð Í̀[ÞbÐ hÍÑc[Ñ ]Ðh* jkÞ[ OeLÊ AjÞmÐ Ð jÊmNðÐ ]ÊAe 

`ÐMÒe WÞA ÒkÐB\úmÐ Ð LkÞmÐ, ""@`Ð, Aj Ò]Múa NÒ&B 

MÐBLeÞ `Í̂ Ð_ cDjÐ ÒLcÞ[Þ XÍÐcÐ LeÊR«Þ Ð'' 

 

`Í[ÞbÐe aÞ ÒLßÐ[Êkf ÒkD\úmÐ Ð H b]Í jcÐSÒe DnhÞlÞ[ 

aÔ¦ÞcÐ_*e HcÞ[Þ @¡Ê[ AQeZ ÒdcÞ[Þ HL ADVçmÐ¯eç 

Ð hÍÑc[Ñ ]Ðh hÑOÍ MÐBaÐLÊ Ò$eÞAjÞaÐLÊ LkÞ 

ÒeÐÒiBOe AXLÊ QÐmÞNÒm Ð jÊmNðÐ Í̀[ÞbÐ*Ê ÒaßWLOeLÊ 

Ò_BAjÞmÐ Ð ÒjcÐÒ_ OebÞ[eLÊ _dÐB ]ÊAe`ÐMÒe 

WÞAÒkÐB bÞ[ee ]óhÔ Ò]MúaÐLÊ ÒQ½ÐLÒm Ð 

ÒjÒ[ÒafLÊ XLçVeç `Í^Ð_ aLçaLç LeÊ\Ð«Þ Ð [Ð* AMÞ 

mÐm `XÞ\ÐH J Òj aX kÞÕjÍ Ò]MÐdÐD\Ð«Þ Ð [Ð*Ê 

ÒOeÞLeÞ ÒLÐXÞH `QÞh SZ ÒmÐL ScÐ ÒkÐB\Ð«Þ Ð hÍÑS¯ 

LÞ XLçVeç ]Ðh*Ê Òj ÒjWÞ Ò]MÞmÐ_Þ Ð  

 

""SÐZÞR jcÒª, H D]ÔÐ_Òe ÒdÒ[ NR mÐNÞRÞ, [ÐLÊ jaÊ 

cÊÜ aÍÞXç LeÞRÞ Ð HBVÐ ÒcÐ NÒaiZÐe D]ÔÐ_ Ð `QÐe Òj 

]ÐhLÊ, jÞH jaÊ LkÞa Ð''  

 

ÒX=Ð, `[fÐ ÒkÐB SÒZ `QÞh-[ÞeÞh a¯je dÊaL [Ð*Ê 

H_çÒNSç LeÞ eMÞ\ÐH Ð jÞH DreÒ]B LkÞmÐ, ""jÐeç, 

A`Z _\úÒm H D]ÔÐ_ @jc÷a ÒkÐB\ÐA«Ð; ầÞSç jÐeç, H 

D]ÔÐ_e m=çVcà elZÐÒalZ LeÞaÐ`ÐBÜ LÞRÞ ÒNÐVÞH 

ÒVÍ_Þ=çe aÔayÐ Le«Ê _Ð!'' 

 

H\úÒe AkÊeÞ DÒrSÞ[ ÒkÐBNÒm XLçVeç `Í̂ Ð_ Ð ỀZÞ 

`ÍfÐ` LeÞQÐmÞÒm, ""]Ðh AD cÒ[ `QÐeÊ_ÐkÞÜ Ð ÒLÒ[SZ 

ÒcÐ aÞeÊwÒe cÞRL\Ð LkÞ [Ð cÊ¨ MÐBNÒmZÞ Ð cÊÜ kSÐe 

\e LkÞmÞZÞ, ÒNÐVÞH aÐiàÞL ÒVÍ_Þ=çe aÔayÐ LeÞaÐLÊ; 

cÒ[ AÒceÞLÐ, SÐ`Ð_, ScàÐ_ç ÒLÒ[ jaÊ Ò]heÊ _Þc§Z 

AjÊRÞ ÒVÍ_Þ=ç Ò]aÐLÊ; ÒkÒm ÒjcÐ_*Ê ÒcÐ sÐ_NÊXÐ 

Ò]BÒ]Òm H D]ÔÐ_ Í̀[Þ aÞhéÐjOÐ[L[Ð Òka Ð ÒkÒm 

ÒcÐe H jÐLÍÞ$ÐBjçLÊ aÊTÊRÞ LÞH ?'' 



""AsÐ, cÊÜ H Í̀Ò`ÐSÐmç _Þ¾¯ AZÞaÞ Ð'' - Òj ÒX=Ð ÒmÐLVÞ 

SaÐaÒ]mÐ Ð 

 

""Ò[Ð L\Ð jÞH LZ cÐ_Þa ? [Ð SÊAÜBe SÒZ jÐ=, cÐÒ_ 

_ÐeÑauÊ AjÞ `kqúNmÐZÞ Òd HÒa ]Ðh [ÐeÞ kÐ[Òe 

DWçajç Òka Ð jÞH LÊAÒX D¡Þ] aÞsÐ_Òe aÞhÐe] Ð cÊÜ [ 

LkÊRÞ, _ÐeÑ aÊwÞ Í̀f¯*eÑ; ÒjB _ÐeÑ kÞÜ jaÊ ^éÕj 

LeÞÒ]a, Ò]MÞa jcÒª Ð'' 

 

`Í[ÞbÐe aÞhéÐj ÒkmÐ_Þ Òd jÞH _ÞS aÞeÊwÒe HcÞ[Þ L\Ð 

hÊZÊRÞ Ð [Ð' jkÞ[ ÒLÒ[ aÐ `eÞQ¯ ¯Ð*e? LZ aÐ 

SÐZÞR«Þ jÞH `Í[ÞbÐ aÞi¯Òe? [\Ð`Þ [Ð aÞeÊwÒe LÁÞ[ 

LÐkÐZÑ Aec÷ LeÞÒ]ÒmZÞ H aÔ¦Þ Ð 

 

akÊ[ ]ÊÓM mÐNÞmÐ Í̀[ÞbÐLÊ; LÐt aÞ cÐXÞmÐ Ð d]ÞJ H L\Ð 

Òj NÒ&B_ÞhÐÒe LkÊ\úÒm, [\Ð`Þ HjaÊ LkÞaÐ]éÐeÐ [Ðe 

ÒdDÜ @`cÐ_ ÒkmÐ, ÒjBVÐ [ jÐcÐ_ÔL\Ð _ÊÒkÜ Ð 

BoÐÒkmÐ ÒjB cÊkËràÒe Òj Òj yÐ_RÐXÞ `ÒfBdÐA«Ð Ð 

""ÒjB _ÐeÑ kÞÜ jaÊ ^éÕj LeÞÒ]a'', ÒLÒ[ cÞ_ç L\Ð Òj 

LkÞ̀ ÐeÞÒm jÒ[ ? 

 

jÊmNðÐLÊ H L\Ð aÞ bmmÐNÞ_\úmÐ J Òj LkÞmÐ, ""QÐm dÞaÐ; 

H NÒ&ÐX L\ÐÒe LÞRÞ aÐNaÐBh _ÐkÞÜ Ð LÐkÐLÊ 

ÒLÒ[ÒaÒf LZ LkÞÒ]a Ð'' 

 

`Í[ÞbÐe BoÐÒkmÐ `QÐeÞa, ""NÒ&ÐX ÒaÐmÞ SÐZÞ c^Ô H 

ÒmÐL*Ê HÒ[VÐ Í̀h¯Ò]aÐVÐ LZ bm ? OeVÐ [ XLçVeç 

]Ðh*e; H D]ÔÐ_ aÞ XLçVeç ]Ðh*e; HbfÞ ÒmÐLLÊ _ÞS 

OeÊ, D]ÔÐ_eÊ aÔÐ_ç LeÞÒ]aÐ DQÞ[ç _ÊÒkÜ LÞ ?'' 

 

LÞ«Ê Í̀[ÞbÐ LÞRÞ LkÞ̀ ÐeÞmÐ_Þ Ð c_bÞ[ee jcª AÒaN 

[Ðe ceÞNmÐ ÒdcÞ[Þ Ð H aÔ¦Þ [Ð _ÜÐÒe AD LZ LkÞ\úa 

LÞH SÐÒZ ? MeÐÒafe SfMÞAe jéÐ]eÊ eÐ[ÍÞÒbÐS_e 

ÒdDÜ `Íaf AÒaN [Ð c_bÞ[Òe S_êÞ\úmÐ, Òj AÒaN aÞ 

[Ðe ceÞNmÐ Ð 

 

`Í[ÞbÐe  c_L\Ð aÊTÞ̀ ÐeÞmÐ ÒdcÞ[Þ jÊmNðÐ Ð ""aÐ`Ð*Ê cÊÜ 

akÊ[ \e LkÞmÞZÞ, Í̀^Ð_ cDjÐ*Ê H D]ÔÐ_ BÒbÃç 

jc¯Òe aÔÐ_ç LeÞÒ]aÐLÊ; ÒkÒm ASÞLÐmÞe `mÞVÞLçjç 

jaÊ HÒ[ SVÞf ÒkBNmÐZÞ Òd, HB jÐcÐ_Ô L\ÐVÐLÊ 

Ò_B a]_Ðc NÐBaÐLÊ aÐ`Ð*e ÒLÒ[ BiàÊL jÊÒdÐN D¨Þ 

ajÞR«Þ Ð Òj\ú`ÐBÜ aÐ`Ð HÒ[ ½ÞÍLçVç ÒkÐB`ÐeÊ_ÐkÐ«Þ Ð'' 

 

`Í[ÞbÐ LÞRÞ LkÞmÐ_Þ Ð SÑa_Òe akÊ[\e jÞH HcÞ[Þ 

@_ÔÐ¯e j®ÊMÑ_ ÒkÐBRÞ; [Ðe _ÞSe Ò]Ði _\ÐB aÞ 

Ò]ÐiÑ ÒaÐmÞ @bÞdÊ¦ ÒkÐBRÞ; @_ÔÐ¯e `Í[ÞaÐ] LeÞaÐLÊ 

dÐB @_ÔÐ¯ LeÊ\úaÐ aÔ¦ÞcÐ_*e eÐNÒeÐie j®ÊMÑ_ 

ÒkÐBRÞ Ð Ò[Òa HcÞ[Þ @[Þ\úbÐÒa AjÞ ÒNÐVÞH NÒ&ÐX 

cZÞie [Ð' Í̀[Þ HcÞ[Þ hv`ÍÒ¯ÐN [Ðe @jkÔ ÒkD\úmÐ Ð 

 

kWÐ[ç `ÊZÞ Qkf `XÞNmÐ Ð XLçVeç `Í^Ð_* Ề@ [Ðe ]ÊB 

SZ jÐ= J XÐ¦e*Ê Ò_B `kqÞmÐ Ð XLçVeç ]Ðh J 

hÍÑS¯ aÞ ÒjcÐ_* jkÞ[ \úÒm Ð SZÐ`XÊ\úmÐ ÒjcÐÒ_ H 

XÐ¦e* `ÐMLÊ kÊH[ _ÞÒS dÐB\úÒm Ð XÐ¦e LZ 

BÒ&Lçj_ç Ò]Òm J [Ð`Òe XLçVeç `Í̂ Ð_*Ê NÐXÞÒe 

ajÐB ÒjcÐÒ_ jaÊ aÞ]Ð¯Ò_Òm Ð  

 

ÒjÒ[ÒafLÊ j&aÊXÞ AjÞmÐZÞ Ð ALÐhÒe `XÞ\ÐH Ò[Ð$Ð 

Skð Ð ÒLÒ[ [ÐeÐ$Êm aÞ ALÐhe aÞªó[ alLÊ ÒhÐbÐ_Þé[ 

LeÊ\ÐA«Þ Ð jcÒª ỀZÞ m_çLÊ QÐmÞNÒm Ð ÒjcÐÒ_ RÊVÞ 

cÒ_BaÐLÊ AjR«Þ, ÒdÒ[ cDScªÞ LeÞ`ÐeÞÒa Ð  

 

`Í[ÞbÐLÊ ^eÞ jÊmNðÐ MÐBaÐOeLÊ AjÞmÐ Ð ÒjWÞ ÒLaf 

cÞÒjjç ]Ðh \ÐA«Þ Ð `te-ÒLÐXÞH eLce MÐ]Ô jaÊ 

jSÐ ÒkÐB ekÞ\ÐH Ð MÐ]Ôe ckLÒe jaÊ ]ÊÓM ỀZÞ 

bÊmÞNmÐ Í̀[ÞbÐ Ð ]ÊÓMLÊ ÒdcÞ[Þ SÑa_e HL @= bfÞ 

NÍkZ LeÞÒ_B\ÐH JXÞA`ÍÐZ Ð aÐ[ÔÐ, a_ÔÐ, TX jaÊ 

AÒj H JXÞhÐeÐSÔe SÑa_Òe; ỀZÞ H JXÞhÐaÐjÑ _Ë[_ 

AhÐÒe c³ÞdÐ«Þ Ð ]ÊNàÐ`ËSÐ, LÐfÞ̀ ËSÐ, aÐmÞdÐ[eÐÒe ỀZÞ 

ÒjB ÒkÐkmâÐ, jÕNÑ[, dÐ[ÍÐ, XÍÐcÐ, NkfQkfÒe 

kÊmçyÊmç kÊH NÜÐ, jke, aSÐe jaÊLÞRÞ Ð 

 



jÊmNðÐ J cÞÒjjç ]Ðh aÞ `Í[ÞbÐ jkÞ[ MÐBaÐLÊ ajÞÒm Ð dÞH 

dÐkÐ MÐBaÐe L\Ð, aX ÒVÍÒe jaÊ aÐYÞAZÞ ÒVaÊmç D`Òe 

eMÞÒm Ð MÐDMÐD jÊmNðÐ [Ð cÐ* `ÐMÒe `Í^Ð_* _ÜÐÒe 

@bÞÒdÐN LmÐ J `eÐchàÒ]mÐ Òd Òj ÒdcÞ[Þ XLçVeç 

]Ðh*Ê LkÞ LÞRÞ jcÐ^Ð_ Le«Þ Ð 

 

cÞÒjjç ]Ðh HL\Ð hÊZÞ `ÍLó[Òe aÞQfÞ[ ÒkÐB`XÞÒm; 

`Í[ÞbÐ AÒX LeÊZ]ó½ÞÒe QÐkÞÜ @_ÊÒeÐ^ beÐ L¶Òe 

LkÞÒm, ""LÞRÞ bÐaÞa_Þ cÐ Ð H ]Ê_ÞA HÒ[ SVÞf ÒkÐBNmÐZÞ 

cÐ, WÞLç LÐcVÞH aÞ LeÞaÐLÊ cZÞiLÊ kSÐe QÞ«Ð LeÞaÐLÊ 

`XÊRÞ Ð cÊÜ [ bNaÐ_* `ÐMÒe aÞ kSÐe `ÍÐ\à_Ð LmÞZÞ Òd 

H _ÐVe ÒNÐawà_ _ejÞÕk aÐaÐe d]Þ jéNàaÐj 

ÒkÐBdÐA«Ð, Ò[Òa jaÊ WÞLçWÞLç ÒkÐBdÐA«Ð Ð ÒkÒm 

bNaÐ_ aÞ HÒ[ L`VÞA, H _ejÞÕk aÐaÐ [ ceÊ_Þ, aeÕ 

AkÊeÞ `Ð`Ñ*Ê jaÊ [ÐmÞc Ò]BdÐDRÞ Ð ÒkÒm cÊÜ Òj 

`Í̂ Ð_e Ề@ÒaÐkÊ*Ê LkÞaÞ, ÒjcÐÒ_ [ÐLÊ _Þ¯§ZÒe eM«Ê 

Ð'' 

 

DreÒe Í̀[ÞbÐ kjÞÒ]mÐ Ð cÞÒjjç ]Ðh*e D`yÞ[ÞÒe jÞH 

_ÞS cÐ*e D`yÞ[Þ @_Êba LeÊ\úmÐ Ð [Ð* L¶Òe \úmÐ 

jef[Ð J Òjðke ¸hà Ð Òjðke ÒjB ]ÊB`] L\Ð ÒdcÞ[Þ 

c_bÞ[Òe `hÞAjÞ\úaÐ jcª LÊbÐa_ÐLÊ ]ËeÑbË[ LeÞÒ]mÐ 

Ð 

 

""[Òc LZ LÐmÞ OeLÊ Ò$eÞdÐDR? '' - cÞÒjjç ]Ðh 

`QÐeÞÒm Ð 

 

""_Ð! cÊÜ `@eÞ]Þ_ Ò$eÞaÞ Ð ÒVÍ_ç @RÞ 12VÐ ÒaÒf Ð'' 

""Ò[Òa LÐmÞ AjÊ_! [c Í̀[Þ ÒLcÞ[Þ ÒNÐVÞH cÐ¯Ð 

AjÞNmÐZÞ Ð'' 

 

""LÐmÞ jLÐÒf [ L_ç$Òe_çjçe Òhi Òjj_ç @RÞ Ð 

D`eÒafÐ bÐaÞRÞ VÞÒL aSÐeÒe LÞRÞ LÞZÐLÞZÞ LeÞaÞ Ð'' 

""Ò[Òa juÔÐÒe Aj Ð LÐmÞ juÔÐÒe HWÞ ÒNÐVÞH jÕNÑ[ 

jcÐÒeÐk ÒkaÐe @RÞ Ð [cLÊ _Þ¾¯ bmmÐNÞa Ð'' 

""j[Òe! LÞH AjÊR«Þ NÐBaÐLÊ Ð'' 

""[eÊZ ckÐ«Þ J [Ð* `ÐVÞà Ð'' - jÊmNðÐ SaÐaÒ]mÐ Ð 

""[ÐÒkÒm [ cÊÜ _Þ¾¯ AjÞaÞ Ð [eÊZ ckÐ«Þ ÒcÐe 

Ò$ÒbÐeÐBVç jÞ=eç Ð'' - `Í[ÞbÐe A_t J DÒrS_Ðe 

jÑcÐ ekÞmÐ_Þ Ð H D]ÔÐ_ Í̀[Þ [Ðe hÍwÐ ÒdcÞ[Þ AkÊeÞ 

ÒNÐVÞH NÊZ aYÞNmÐ Ð HB ScÐ ÒL[ÞLÞ jc¯ bÞ[Òe H 

D]ÔÐ_ [ÐLÊ ÒdcÞ[Þ dÊNVÞHe B[ÞkÐj aÊTÐBÒ]mÐZÞ Ð ỀZÞ 

[eÊZ ckÐ«Þ `ÐVàÞe jÕNÑ[ Aje Ð BH[ `ÊeÐ`ÊeÞ jé ð̀ 

bfÞA mÐNÊRÞ Ð 

 

`Í[ÞbÐe A_t jkÞ[ jÊmNðÐ J cÞÒjjç ]Ðh*e A_t aÞ 

chÞÞNmÐ Ð  

 

HkÞ jc¯Òe cÞ½eç hcàÐ J hÍÑS¯ MÐBaÐ`ÐBÜ AjÞ 

`kqúÒm Ð 

 

 

 

 (LÍchÓ......) 

 



OSA Domino Effect 
Bigyani Das, Dayton, MD 

 

Happy Holidays! 

 

My best wishes to all fellow OSA members for the New 

Year! I wish our OSA members more prosperity and 

prominence in transforming our communities into 

sanctuaries. I have thought about some of the ways that it 

can be done in effective manner where there would always 

be positive feedback amplifying member inputs in Domino 

effect. It is like courtesy which is contagious. I state these 

thoughts in the following three main points in each of the 

two categories, Philosophical and Professional. 

 

Philosophical 

1. We all are masters of our own minds, i.e., we have 

choices 

At any point of time we do have choices to make, the 

choices to build, to dignify, and to protect, or to demolish, 

to disgrace and to destroy. These choices are all ours; 

nobody can determine our choices for us since we are the 

masters of our own minds. Certain times, we do adapt 

ourselves to the choices of our loved ones; however, that 

is also our choice. There are plenty of choices in OSA to 

contribute positively, please choose one.  

 

2. OSA is optional and we are above OSA 

OSA is optional in life. There are more Odia non-

members than OSA members in this country and they are 

also leading a happy and successful life. We have 

associated ourselves with OSA in our own will for our 

own interests and we have options to be completely 

involved, partially involved and/or not involved at all in 

various OSA affairs. Since OSA is optional, we are above 

OSA. OSA needs our donations, our volunteer time, our 

love and care. We do not need donations from OSA; 

neither do we need anything in return from OSA. From 

above, we can see OSA and hence we are in a position to 

help OSA. Let us be happy that OSA gives us 

opportunities to exhibit affection, humanity, kindness, 

leadership and many good things. Let us not depend on 

OSA. When members start depending on a voluntary 

organization, it cannot sustain the load. 

3. Take a break and say “NO” 

It is better to take a break from stress causing 

agents and say “NO” to requests that may cause 

commitment beyond your capacity. Time has its 

limits and volunteering time has too much 

limits. Use your volunteering time and energy 

wisely on productive activities. 

 

I believe that if members think about and implement 

the above three rules, it would always pour love and 

kindness towards the organization and create Domino 

effect in organizational effectiveness 

 

Professional 

1. Organization is a System, not Isolated 

Components 

Like human body, when one thing happens in 

some part of the organization, it affects the rest. 

Some factors may have less effect than the 

others, however, every incidence and 

occurrence becomes a cause to create its effect 

in other areas. Hence, system engineering 

principle must be applied for the control of the 

organization always considering the 

organization as a complete system. 

 

2. Time Limiting Focused Discussion and 

Focused Action 

From time to time many ideas float from 

members, sometimes they are new and 

sometimes times they are recycled. Some of 

these ideas float for years with enough 

experiences and discussions. Hanging over like 

this in circles at times becomes time wasters 

and brings no value. Assigning time limits for 

focused discussion on issues that affect the 

organization and concluding the discussion part 

on time in preparation for the action part would 

make the organizational goals achieved at a 

faster rate. 

 



auÊ Òk 

auÊ Òk, 

ÒLDÜ bÐiÐÒe @aÐ cÊÜ 

[Êc `ÍhªÞ NÐBaÞ 

Òj\ú`ÐBÜ bÐiÐ ÒMÐSÞ `ÐH _ÐkÞÜ 

bÐiÐe DwàéÒe [ÊÒc Òd 

aÞhÐf[Ðe cËràÞ ÒkÐB aÞeÐSÞdÐBR; 

D`LÐe LeÞjÐeÞ 

QÊ ç̀QÐ`ç aÞ]Ð¯ Ò_BR; 

ÒdcÞ[Þ LràaÔ LeÞaÐ [Êc 

_Þ[Þ]Þ_ÞA ^cà 

Òj\ú`ÐBÜ ]Þé̂ Ð _ÐkÞÜ 

h*Ð _ÐkÞÜ 

@_ÊÒeÐ^LÊ @Ò`lÐ _ÐkÞÜ, 

[ÊÒc ÒdcÞ[Þ jaÊL\Ð 

iº BtÍÞ¯ cÐ^ÔcÒe 
aÊTÞ̀ Ðe, SÐZÞ`Ðe 

jc¯ AjÞÒm 

WÞLçÒaÒf `kqú`Ðe 

elÐe LaQ ÒkÐB; 

bÐB bfÞ, auÊ bfÞ 

bËcÞLÐ jaÊÒe 

@bÞ_¯ LeÞjÐeÞ 

Ò$eÞdÐ@ QÊ ç̀QÐ`ç 

@aje _Ò]B 

[ÊcLÊ ^_ÔaÐ] Ò]aÐ`ÐBÜ Ð 

ASÞ H `Í[ÞlÞ[ cÊkËràÒe 

Òj\ú`ÐBÜ cÊÜ `ÍÐ\à_ÐLÒe 

Chée* QeZÒe 

[Êc jÊM AD LÊhf[Ð `ÐBÜ 

kó]¯ [Êce 

HcÞ[Þ hÊbÐLÐÕlÑ ekÊ 

MÊjÞ aÐÃÞaÐLÊ; 

^_, cÐ_, h¦Þ, jÐc\àÔÒe 

QÞe]Þ_ `ÐBÜ, 

AbËiÞ[ ÒkÐB [ÊÒc eÊk 

@_ÔcÊÒM 

kj$Êm ckL RÊVÐB 

3. Implementation 

Having a rule is fine. However, when rules are broken, 

enforcing discipline becomes an issue often in OSA as 

OSA officials are threatened with many types of 

harassment tactics. Sometimes the harassment comes 

directly, “Keep our demand, or else we will …..” or 

“We will not obey the rule; if you interfere we will 

….”.  In that case, only two choices are left, either 

allow the rules to be broken or take the risk of doing 

your duty according to the rule book subjecting 

yourself to harassment. While the second choice is 

straight forward with the risks, the first choice is more 

complicated. Even though the first choice seems to be 

simple, it brings a lot of complications making the 

organization vulnerable. My thinking in this case is to 

follow the books, i.e., constitutional document as it is. 

When there is any doubt, take it to the general 

membership. It is members that make up the society 

and when something is put for the decision by the 

general membership that becomes the rule. 

 

According to my thinking when members and the leaders 

think the above 3 points, they would think the 

organization more professionally above their isolated 

personal problems in life and always add value to the 

organizational system. Even though human relationship is 

nonlinear, maintaining professionalism in organizational 

dealings can control the detrimental effects of that 

nonlinearity. 

 

Thank you all the members for giving me the opportunity 

to serve you two years with a lot of learning experience 

which have also created a mark in my thinking process.  I 

say “Thank You” to you through my poem “Bandhu He” 

and wish you all a happy and fulfilled life. 

 

Happy New Year! 

Bigyani Das 

Life Member and Past President of OSA (2009-2011) 

 



 

Pratisruti 

 



 



 



 



Friends, 

With the Northern/Midwest Drama Festival we come to the end of 2011 OSA Regional 

Drama Festival. Three Festivals were held. 

 

North Eastern DF  

Host: Ohio Chapter  

Place: Columbus 

Date: September 3 

Participation: Ohio (Columbus, Cleveland), Michigan and Canada 

 

Eastern DF 

Host: NY-NJ Chapter 

Place: Wayne, NJ 

Date: October 30 

Participants: New England, NY-NJ 

 

Northern/Midwest DF 

Host: Chicago Chapter 

Place: Chicago 

Date: November 5 

Participants: Ohio (Cleveland), Chicago 

 

South Western region is an enthusiastic DF base. Somehow after Dallas OSA Convention the 

organizers are saving their energy to open 2012 Festival with a bang in April/May. 

 

There is a promising wave arising in Atlanta/ Central South this year in order to take shape in 

2012. 

 

We hear similar rumbling from California and who knows we may be blasted by a lion's roar 

in 2012. You all know the power house of talents. 

 

Nevertheless, this year's Festival witnessed significant qualitative presentation both in dramas 

and children's items. 

 

The contemporary social themes such as dowry, exploitation of unemployed young people, 

corruption dominated but the style of presentation was invariably humorous. The scripts are 

the production of creative local talents and the stage presentations are superb. 

 

As I understand and whatever I have witnessed our community is endowed with very unusual 

talent of all sorts. I must say DF has been an avenue for their expression. 

Odia Drama Festival in Americas 

 



I was at Columus DF as part of Canada team. Let me make a couple of observations, strictly 

of my own. Cleveland Team's "Operation Successful" play has a black humour - no doubt the 

operation was successful in removing a large tumor but the patient died. It has a serious 

message, such as quick tangible economic benefit at the cost of environmental devastation, 

finishing a project to the detriment of people for whom the project is meant to benefit. In the 

play I was impressed by Basant Mohapatra's acting as the fourth patient. His movement 

reminded me of the flexible body movements of Charandas, the thief in the famous play 

"Charandas Chor' of Late Habib Tanbir - an eminent dramatist in India.  

 

I may be allowed to make the observation that Canada team unlike other groups specializes in 

bringing Odisha's drama and literary tradition, such as Baishnaba Pani's opera, Mohan 

Goswami's GEETINATYA and presenting Gopal Chhotray, Fakir Mohan Senapati etc. This 

time it presented a "SUANGA" - jatra based on folk humour. The theme was based on a story 

in " Abolkara Kahani".  

 

Thank you all for your cooperation. I know the drama people are just taking a temporary 

pause. Thank you and thank you. A special thanks to the organizers and their team of 

volunteers. 

 

Adieu and see you again, 

Sri Gopal Mohanty 

on behalf of 

Brajendra Panda 

and  

Sandip dasverma 

( Are you asking who are these guys?) 

 

PS: let me include a message from Basant Mohapatra from Cleveland and encourage others to 

write your own. Birendra Jena's note of appreciation is sent by Sandip Dasverma separately. 

 

Dear Sandipbabu, 

 

I congratulate Gyanababu (Patnaik), Ashokbabu (Bob Parida) and all their organizing team 

and participants for hosting a very successful MidWest OSA Drama Festival of 2011 in 

Chicago on Nov 5, 2011. 

It was one amazing experience for our Cleveland team (representing Ohio OSA) to be a part 

of such an event. We all enjoyed the great performances of all the young and experienced 

talents of Chicago chapter. 

 

Inauguration: 

The program got started very traditionally with inaugural prayer and blessings by Swami 

Sankarananda Giri. I thank Kamal and Timi Khuntia for arranging this. 

 

The first program 'Tera Mera Manwa Keise' (by Ritcie, Kitty, Shivank, Shivam) was very 

enjoyable. My special thanks goes to Sunita Mishra and Sarita Parida of Chicago for the hard 

work in this regard and also for their great individual dance performances. 



The Chicago Kids' Program: 

I was glad to see the emphasis to include the children in such a program as I am a strong 

advocate for that. This is very important to strengthen our rich Odia culture in North America 

for now and future. I thank all their parents for the genuine efforts to get their kids involved. 

All the child artists from Chicago and Cleveland not only lived up to but exceeded the 

expectations with their superb performances. 

 

The own choreographed dance by young Chicago talent Anya Agrawal and happy Dewali 

song by Chicago Kids' (Shivangi,Triya,Samyak,Pallavi,Shivansh) were very entertaining.  

 

The drama Bhasmasura 

(Pallavi,Payal,Triya,Mythilli,Sabrina,Rosni,Samyak,Shivank,Shivam,Dev,Ayush) directed by 

Ipsita Satpathy was immensely enjoyable. 

Odia song and bollywood dance by artists Donna and Payal & Mythilli respectively got a lot 

of appreciation. 

 

Cleveland Kids' Program: 

The classical Kuchipudi Dance ' Mudugare Yashoda (Balakrishna)" by young talent Marisa 

Mohapatra (Youngstown, Ohio) was well received and ended up with rhythmic applause. 

The Cleveland Kids' ( Abhipsa, Anwesha,Sana,Shreya, Marisa) kept the crowd enthrilled with 

their beautiful group dance "Padare Pada Chhanda" choreographed by Lusina Satpathy . 

 

Chicago Drama: 

We all enjoyed greatly the drama by Chicago team (" Kari Karau Thae Muhin" written & 

directed by Salil Mishra ) filled with artistic talents like Saurjya Khandai, Manoj 

Mohapatras(2), Bob Parida, Debashish Panda, Gokul Mishra, Sushant Satpathy, Prasant 

Padhy, Manisha, Jhara Das, Rosy Samantray, Sujata Patnaik. Their individual performances 

were nothing short of pro.  

The play was really nicely scripted and directed by talented Salil Mishra and the crowd 

enjoyed every bit of it. It was well rounded filled with humor, devotion, music, great dances, 

superb acting and a positive message.  

 

Cleveland Drama: 

Our relatively inexperienced Cleveland drama team led by veteran Birendra Jena presented 

humoros play " Operation Successful' (Written & Directed by Dr Basant Mohapatra).  

 

I thank my artists ( Birendra jena, Soubhagya & Shreela Parija, Anjan and Arpita Basa, Sanjib 

& Jhara Nayak, Abani Mishra, Rabi Sahoo, Basant Mohapatra and moderator Madhusmita 

Mohapatra) for their willingness and enthusiastic participation with a long drive. In spite of 

lack of rehearsals due to their busy schedule, all of them performed very well and were able 

to bring out waves of laughter and applause from the Chicago crowd. 

 

I apologize from our team's behalf if we fell short.This is our only second attempt (2nd play) 

in past two years when we travelled to Toronto, Columbus (twice) and now Chicago. We 

gained good learning experience from veteran drama groups of Toronto and Chicago. Our 

cultural team got further inspired by exposure to the powerful acting display of Chicago team, 

after mesmerizing performances of Toronto team led by veterans Gagan & Sabita Panigrahi, 

Niranjan Mishra, Srigopal Mohanty at Toronto and Columbus Drama Festivals. 



The whole program was very well moderated by veteran Salil Mishra and 

multitalented Sujata Patnaik. The stage and sound set up was great and 

food was delicious, and the whole atmosphere was very festive. 

 

I specially thank Gyana Patnaik for his leadership in superbly organizing 

the program. Our team expresses deep gratitude for our hotel 

accomodation ( special thanks to the Best Western hotel owner couple and 

great artists Manoj & Manisha Mohapatra ) and all the hospitality provided 

by the whole Chicago group. 

 

I also thank you and your team for your continuous effort to encourage the 

chapters to organize the Regional Drama Festivals. 

 

Regards. 

Basant Mohapatra, 

Ohio 



Chaal Odia Shikhiba 
QÐm JXÞA hÞMÞaÐ 

 



 



OSA-2012 Convention in Seattle, WA 
WELCOME TO THE 43RD

 
OSA CONVENTION IN SEATTLE, 

WASHINGTON  

FROM JULY 5
TH

-7
TH

, 2012 

 

Pacific Northwest Chapter, a very recent chapter established June 15, 2011, is 

organizing the 43rd OSA Convention in Seattle, Washington for the first time. 

 

Seattle truly earns its nickname "the Emerald City." It is a picturesque combination 

of lush green hills and trees, and breathtaking views of snow-capped mountain 

ranges. Seattle is also home to the Pike Place Market (You know, where they 

throw the fish?), The Experience Music Project and Jimi Hendrix. This is the most 

popular departure port for a cruise to Alaska, Victoria and British Columbia. 

 

We, all Oriya families of Pacific Northwest and all the volunteers of the 

convention organizing committee, invite you to come to Seattle and be the part of 

this convention. We feel proud and honored to be part of this historical event and 

are very happy to get the chance to host the Convention in Seattle. 

 

Many volunteers who have never been to an OSA convention have come forward 

to volunteer. They are learning and trying to build the community in wonderful 

ways. This is essential for bringing younger and newer generation to participate 

and bring new ideas. The whole team is working hard to create exciting programs 

for you to enjoy during your stay. We hope that you will participate and have lots 

of fun.  

 

Our planning began a bit late in October of 2011 but now we are underway, 

creating the foundation of this event and working on site selection, hotels and  

formation of  various committees. In addition, we took the opportunity to talk to 

past Host Committee leaders and Conveners. They have shared some great tips and 

ideas which will help us tremendously in planning for the upcoming convention. 

With our strong vision and dedication, we assure you that 2012 may be the best 

convention yet!  

 

Our web site is under construction. 

http://www.orissasociety.org/conventions/conv2012/  

We invite you to explore this website for more information about the convention. 

If you need to contact us for any reason, please e- mail to: 

convention2012@orissasociety.org. 

 

With your participation, we hope to make OSA Convention 2012 a platform for 

building unity among Oriyas in North America and carrying forward the torch of 

Oriya heritage and culture for our future generations. 

 
Thank you, 

 

With best regards, 

Amulya Das and all Pacific NW Odiyas 
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Vice President’s Message 

Dear Friends, 
 

I wish you all a very Happy and Prosperous New Year 2012! On behalf of the OSA executives 

allow me to thank all of you for the help, guidance, and encouragement you've given to us to 

complete our first six months at OSA office. California has been home to me for the last twenty 

years. Keeping in touch with community members and serving the community is my passion. 

Coming out of my sweet home, and getting connected with all of you from near and far gave me an 

immense feeling of belongingness. My heartfelt gratitude to OSA for giving me this opportunity. 

It's such an excitement for me to get to know so many like minded people those who are working 

towards the same mission, the mission of preserving and promoting our beautiful Odia language 

and culture in this foreign land.  
 

With enthusiastic OSA member volunteer's help and support, many committees have formed in 

OSA to make our two years tenure more productive and meaningful. In this process I get a chance 

to work closely with the committees of 'Let's Learn Odia', Convention Management, and 

Events/Cultural/Award. 

 

Convention Update:  
 

OSA Convention 2012 at Seattle, Washington is in full swing. Our friends in the Pacific 

Northwest chapter have graciously taken this enormous responsibility. As we realize, it takes the 

whole community to make a community event successful, please plan to attend and assist in the 

convention organizing process.  

 

Please have a look at the attached invitation letter from the convener. 
 

Event/Cultural/ Awards: 
 

Like previous years, this year OSA is inviting its members to nominate the deserving candidates 

for OSA awards in various categories. The deadline for sending the nominations for OSA awards is 

March 31st,2012.  
 

I would request Chapter representatives and local Odia community leaders (where OSA chapter do 

not exist) to circulate the following information in their local community networks. 

Following are the Award categories.  

 

1) Distinguished Oriya Award 

2) Utkalamani Gopabandhu Dash Memorial Award 

3) Subrina Biswal Award for Academic Excellence (Competition) 

4) Kalashree Award 

5) Youth Volunteer Award 

6) Yuva Kala Vikas Award 

7) Meghna Memorial Awards for Creative Writing (Competition) 

8) Samik Singh Kalinga Youth Entrepreneurship Award (Competition) 

 



Section 1: General Guidelines  

*If no suitable candidate is found in a particular year for a particular category, no award 

may be given.  

*In the event of a tie, or if the awards committee decide that more than one person deserve the 

award, the number of awards may be increased to two in any given year.  

*The nominator of an award must be a member of OSA at the time of nomination.  

*Self-nominations are not accepted except for Subrina Biswal Academic Excellence Award.  

*Nominator will include references who should be willing provide supporting information 

regarding a nominee if contacted by the selection committee. Referees should be familiar with 

relevant contributions/accomplishments of a nominee in the specific award category. The 

contact information of the referees (telephone no., email address etc.) must be provided in the 

nomination form. Referees should be prepared to provide verbal or written recommendations 

when requested.  

With the exception of Subrina Biswal award, no member of the national executive and award 

committee including family members may be nominated for any award to maintain 

transparency of the award process.  

* Nominators are encouraged to include any relevant documentary evidence of a nominee’s 

contribution/recognition along with the nomination form.  

One person may not be nominated for more than one award category in a single year. One 

person cannot win the same award again but one person may win different awards over 

multiple years,  

Please see below for any specific guidelines for individual awards in addition to these 

general guidelines.  

 

Nomination Submission:  

Nominations for all awards (except for Meghna Memorial Award and Kalinga Youth 

Entrepreneurship Award) should be sent to Award Coordinators at 

osaawards@orissasociety.org  

 

Awards requiring documentary proofs such as recommendation letters for Subrina Biswal 

Memorial Award must be mailed by US/Canada post to Mr. Saurjya Kanta Khandai, 2423 

Angela Lane, Aurora, IL 60502, USA.  
 

Nominations for Meghna Memorial Award &Youth Entrepreneurship Awards should be sent 

to specific contacts mentioned in those award sections below. 

 

General Process of Selection:  

1. A three-member selection panel appointed by the award committee on behalf of the 

Executive Committee will select the recipient for each award.  

2. The decision of the awards committee is final.  

3. The Award will be presented in the form a plaque in a special OSA meeting or in the Annual 

convention.  

4. Schedule permitting, a biographical sketch of the recipient will be featured in next issue of 

the OSA Annual Souvenir. 



General Time Line: 

1. Last date for nomination: March 31st (post-marked/ electronic)  

2.Judging process: April 1 through May 10 (may vary for some awards)  

3.Announcement of result: June 15 (may vary for some awards)  

4.Award presentation will be made during the OSA Convention  

 

 

Section 2: Award Details  
 

1. DISTINGUISHED ORIYA AWARD 

The Distinguished Oriya award is the highest award presented by the Orissa Society of the 

Americas, a non-profit organization operating in North America to preserve and promote the 

culture, heritage, and customs of Oriya speaking people.  

 

Criteria for Recognition 

 

Selection is based on contribution in one or more of the following areas:  

The nominee must have: 
 

*Proficiency in professional disciplines with outstanding accomplishments in arts, theatre, 
literature, science, technology, medicine and /or similar fields.  
 

*Rendered public service with innovative application of resources to enhance literacy, health, 

education, hygiene, child care, community service and similar other humanitarian and 

philanthropic service with direct contribution to Orissa, the land and its people.  
 

*Proficiency in and outstanding contribution to Oriya Art, Culture, Heritage and Literature  

 

*Leadership to bring forth social justice in Orissa.  

 

*Entrepreneurial skills to cultivate resources in order to provide economic stimuli and 

opportunities for employment and economic growth in Orissa  

 

*Patriotic idealism to uphold the honor and dignity of Oriya people.  

 

*Acts of heroism directly contributing to the cause of Orissa and its people.  
 

Eligibility Requirements:  

 

1.The nominee must be a member of the OSA with good standing or have, in case of 

nominees from overseas, must have contributed to the OSA in a tangible and visible manner.  

 

2. The nominator must be a member of the OSA with good standing.  

 



Submission Requirements 
 

Nominator should submit  

1.Nomination form  

2.Names of 3 referees  
 

2. KALASHREE AWARD  

The Kalashree Award is an honor in recognition of an individual‘s continued service to Oriya 

art, literature, music, dance, and similar cultural and heritage-based activities in North America.  

The Award will be presented in form a plaque in a special OSA meeting or in the Annual 

convention.  

 

Criteria for Selection 

 

Selection will be based on contributions in one or more of the following areas:  

The nominee:  

1.As a promoter of Oriya art and culture, must have outstanding record of cultural activities 

such as promotion of Oriya language and literature, hosting of events featuring Oriya cultural 

programs including visiting artists.  
 

2. As a performing artist, must have demonstrated high quality artistic productions, training, and 

choreography in areas such as Odissi Dance, Odissi Music, Folk dance and music of Orissa, and 

similar other traditional art of Orissa including production of Oriya films, Oriya dramas, (and, if 

in any other language, must feature Oriya culture and heritage), hosting of conventions 

promoting Oriya artists and artistic endeavors.  
 

3. As an established author, must have demonstrated high quality authorship in areas such as 

novels, stories, poetry and such other literary activities in Oriya.  
 

4. Only activities and/ or accomplishments performed in North America will constitute grounds 

for consideration  
 

Eligibility Requirements: 
 

1.The nominee must be an OSA Member at the time of nomination.  

 

2. The person should have several years of active participation in cultural activities of the OSA.  

 

3. The person must be, during the year of the Award, living in North America.  

 

Submission Requirements 

Nominator should submit  

1.Nomination form  

2.Names of 3 referees. One of the referees must be from the Chapter to which the nominee 

belongs, so that he/she can report on the role of the individual in the Chapter‘s cultural and 

literary activities. 



3. UTKALAMANI GOPABANDHU DAS MEMORIAL AWARD  

The Award is presented to an individual in recognition of his/ her outstanding contribution to 

Orissa in areas of humanitarian and community service. The recipient demonstrates a role 

model to the Non-resident Oriya community for his / her philanthropic accomplishments, 

dedication and selfless service to humanity.  

 

Criteria for Selection:  

The nominee must have made outstanding contribution to the land and people of Orissa in areas 

such as, but not limited to,  

*Social work  

*Addressing and resolving women‘s issues and rehabilitation  

*Improving economic well-being of disadvantaged persons  

*Relief operation  

*Community service, community health,  

*Relief of poverty  

*Advancement of education at various levels and in various sectors  

*Advancement in services in the Health Sector  

*Similar other philanthropic endeavors in Orissa.  
 

Eligibility Requirements 

Nominee must be a member of the OSA with good standing.  

 

Nomination Process:  

Nominator should submit  

1. Nomination form  

2. Names of 3 referees  
 

4. SUBRINA BISWAL AWARD FOR ACADEMIC EXCELLENCE  

Every year, the Orissa Society of the Americas, in joint sponsorship with Dr. Nilambar and 

Annapurna Biswal and Dr. Sitakantha Dash, presents the Subrina Biswal Award for Academic 

Excellence to honor an outstanding high school graduate selected from OSA families. 

Recipients are selected based on their academic achievements, extra-curricular activities 

including community service and personal qualities. This award which provides the recipient 

with one-time scholarship of US $1000.00 was initiated in 1990 by members of OSA in the 

loving memory of Subrina, daughter of Dr. Nilambar and Annapurna Biswal of Maryland.  

 

Eligibility Requirements:  

The nominee must be a graduating high school senior from any School in the USA or Canada.  

 

Criteria for Selection:  

Assessment will be made on all of the following criteria:  

*Academic achievements.  

*Extra-curricular activities including community service  

*Personal qualities demonstrated by career goal and objectives in life  

 



Submission Requirements: 

1.High School transcripts  

2.Two letters of recommendation including one from a teacher of the school attended.  

3.A curriculum vitae identifying academic achievements and extra-curricular activities 

including community service  

4.A short essay by the applicant highlighting career goal and objectives in life.  
 

5. YOUTH VOLUNTEER AWARD  

Award to recognize a youth (16-40 years of age) for community service in North America, 

Orissa, for service to OSA or Chapter, organizational leadership, volunteer work etc. 

Presentation of these awards will generate interest in other youth to participate in community 

events.  

 

Eligibility Requirements:  

*Must be between 16 to 40 years of age,  

*Must be an OSA member or belong to an OSA member family.  

*Must be resident in North America  

 

Submission Requirements 

1.Nominator should submit  

2.Nomination form  

3.Names of 3 referees. One of the referees must be from the Chapter to which the nominee 

belongs.  
 

6. YUVA KALA VIKASHA AWARD  

Award to recognize a youth for outstanding contribution in promotion of Oriya culture, 

literature, arts, music, dance etc in North America. Presentation of these awards will generate 

interest in other youth to participate in Oriya culture and OSA events.  

 

Eligibility Requirements:  

*Must be a High School student/ graduating High School student  

*Must belong to an OSA member family  

*Must be resident in North America.  

 

Submission Requirements 

1. Nominator should submit  

2. Nomination form  
3. Names of 3 referees. One of the referees must be from the Chapter to which the 

nominee belongs. 

 



7. MEGHNA MEMORIAL AWARD FOR CREATIVE WRITING  

 

After the sad demise of Meghna Mahapatra, daughter of Santosh and Lipika Mahapatra, in a 

tragic road accident on 5th November 2005, members of the Michigan Chapter of the Orissa 

Society of the Americas have set up the Meghna Memorial Fund, managed by the Meghna 

Memorial Trust. This was made possible through generous contributions from many people, 

including Meghna‘s parents. To commemorate Meghna and pay tribute to her creative spirit, it 

was deemed appropriate to institute the ―Meghna Memorial Award for Creative Writing‖ . The 

Meghna Memorial Award was started in 2007.  

There are two awards:  
 

1.The Junior Award is for Children of ages between 7 and 12 

 

2.The Senior award is for children of ages between 13 and 18.  

The winner in each group will be recognized at the OSA Convention, receive a certificate, a 

check for $150, and a copy of the Souvenir issue in which his/her article is published.  

 

Criteria for Selection  

 
*A panel of judges will look at all the writings by children in the Junior and Senior age groups 

will be judged for exceptional creativity and quality of writing. The formats and styles are wide 

open. Examples are poems, short stories, letters home from a trip, or just the child/youth‘s view 

of the adult world.  

 

*Each contribution should not be more than four printed pages. Both Oriya and English writings 

are welcome.  

 

Eligibility  

 

All children of Oriya origin residing in North America (USA and Canada) in the age group of 7 

to 18 are eligible to participate. The parents or children need not be members of OSA at the time 

of nomination.  

 

Nomination Process  

Writings can be sent in by children or their parents. All articles submitted to the Souvenir will 

automatically be considered for the award.  

(Keep your articles ready! The submission address will be followed by soon.) 

 

8. SAMIK SHING KALINGAYOUTH ENTREPRENEURSHIP AWARD 

 

Idea Submission (Phase I) (due date: 31st March, 2011)  

The Business Idea Competition is phase I of the entrepreneurship competition. There is no 

format restriction and no prior business plan writing experience is required. Submit a 1-page 

business concept describing your business idea, its market potential and how you plan to bring it 

to market.  

 



Eligibility  

The competition is only open to high school and college going youth. There is no restriction to 

number of members in a team. Please note that applicants should only apply if they plan to 

attend the 43rd OSA Convention.  

 

Prize Amounts  

Cash prizes will be awarded to the top three winners of the youth entrepreneurship competition.  

 

Submission  

The idea submission is to be submitted electronically in Microsoft Word (preferred) or Adobe 

PDF format to RanjanKumarDash@GMail.com. The email or a cover page should contain the 

business name, contact person‘s name, e-mail and telephone number.  

 

Every year OSA recognizes its members for their talent, service and contribution to OSA 

community and Odia Community in general. Your continuing support makes these activities 

possible and successful.  

 

The deadline to send your nomination for awards is March 31st, 2012. Please keep all your 

needed materials ready. More information on nomination form, mailing address etc. are on 

the way! 
 

Highlights of OSA Activities in Odisha during 
December 2011 
 

Recently during my two weeks trip to Odisha in December, I was privileged to attend Invest 

Bhubaneswar-Odisha Symposium and Prabasi Odia Divas held from 16th to 18th Dec 2011. 

These two events were hosted at the Crown Hotel in Bhubaneswar, Odisha. With OSA Life 

member Purna Mohanty as the convener, many dignitaries joined the Invest Bhubaneswar 

symposium. Several OSA members including Dhirendra Kar, Shradhanand Mishra, Pratap Das, 

also attended the event on December 16th and had the opportunity to discuss the current Odisha 

development status in different sectors with various entrepreneurs. I had the privilege of meeting 

many entrepreneurs from all over the world who are interested in investing in Odisha. I am glad 

that the idea of Invest Bhubaneswar as a business symposium germinated at the OSA2010 

convention held in California now has taken shape and is doing so well!! 

 

On December 18
th

, 8
th

  Prabasi Odia Divas was organized by the Non-resident Odia facilitation 

centre (NROFC). Several OSA life members such as Dr.Sitakantha Dash, Dhirendra Kar, Prof. 

Laxmi Narayan Bhuyan, Sandip Dasverma were among others were present on this occasion. On 

behalf of the OSA executive committee, I have extended an invitation to all the attendees to 

come and participate in the forthcoming 2012 OSA convention in Seattle, Washington. I would 

like to thank Mr.Sahadeva Sahoo, the president and Prof.Dr.Chita Ranjan Das, the secretary of 

NROFC for organizing this wonderful event. 

 



On December 22
nd

, 2011 OSA with collaboration with Utkal University organized a workshop 

on Higher Education and Research Opportunities in North American Universities at 

Conference Hall, PG Dept. of Commerce, Utkal University, Vani Vihar, Bhubaneswar. Prof. 

P.K. Sahoo (VC), Prof. Durga M. Mishra, Prof. Niranjan Tripathy, Dr. Sukant K.Mohapatra, 

Prof. K.B. Das, Dr. Sitakantha Dash, Mr. Hemanta Biswal, Dr. Julie Acharya Ray, and Prof. S. 

Moharana were amongst many eminent people who joined this great event. Because of some 

unavoidable circumstances I couldn’t attend this workshop but keeping in mind that this is just 

the beginning. This definitely will bring a very bright future to many students. OSA is grateful 

to Prof. Samson Moharana who has been instrumental in organizing this gathering on the 

campus. 

 

On behalf of OSA, I would like to congratulate to all the organizers of International Odissi 

Festival to stage this spectacular Odissi show being held from December 23
rd

 to 30
th
, 2011. 

The fetsival was organized by Odissi Research Center together with IPAP, an USA based 

organization lead by Pratap Das, a longtime OSA member and a past OSA president along with 

many of our OSA members from the Americas were involved in organizing this show and 

were helpful in the successful implementation of this program. It was amazing to watch so 

many dancers came from all around the world and put their best in this magnificent show.   

 

On December 24
th

,2011 I was invited as a special guest to attend at the annual function of 

S.S.I.T.C and prize giving ceremony of National School of Decency, Udayagiri. Among others 

were present Smt. Arundhati Devi, Dr. Sitakantha Dash, Padmashri Dr. Prativa Ray, Amar 

Prasad Satpathy, M.L.A. Badachana , Minati Devi, and Dr. Brajendra Panda. It was a great 

pleasure to spend some hours in a unique environment where everybody’s mission is to work 

for world peace and prevent indecency and develop decency in every department of human life 

for a better, healthier, decent, blissful and peaceful world. 

With having so many memorable experiences, time came for me to bid farewell to 2011 and 

embrace a new year 2012! Let this New Year inspire us to work together for the betterment of 

the society. 

With Warm Wishes, 

 

Kuku Das 

Vice President, OSA 

On behalf of the OSA Executives 



Dec 22, 2011 

Utkal University, BBSR 

 

Orissa Society of Americas organized a workshop on Higher Education & Research 

Opportunities in North American Universities in collaboration with the P.G Department of 

Commerce, Utkal University, BBSR, Orissa. 

The function was inaugurated by the Vice Chancellor of Utkal University Prof Prashant Kumar 

Sahoo and conducted by Senior Prof Samson Moharana, Ex-HOD, P.G Dept of Commerce. The 

OSA invited speakers were Prof Durga Mishra, Prof Niranjan Tripathy, Dr Sukant Mohapatra 

and other attending members such as Dr Sitikanta Dash, Dr Laxmi Narayan Bhuyan, Sri 

Hemanta Biswal and Dr Julie Acharya Ray. The workshop was attended by over 200 students 

including faculty members. The speakers gave detailed information for the requirements for 

applying for MS/PhD programs at various North American universities. This included an 

evaluation of the GRE, TOEFL scores, program goals and resources, the curriculum and the 

admissions processes and criteria. In addition to this, effective ways of writing letters of interest, 

gathering reference letters from referees in sufficient advance, choice of universities and 

programs, visa information, accommodation and medical insurance for students was also 

discussed. The speakers also provided information on collaborative research and visiting faculty 

opportunities, cost of living: assistantships and scholarships, research grant opportunities, post 

academic opportunities as well as recent sponsorships provided by laboratories and universities 

to deserving students from Orissa. 

It was a 3 hour interactive session where questions from faculty and students were systematically 

answered.  

The workshop was very successful in arousing interest and also being the first such organized 

workshop where students were given detailed first hand information by professionals, it gave an 

impression of approachability and positive attitude of academically successful Oriyas living 

abroad.  

Detailed information on the presentations can be available from the speakers: 

dmisra@njit.edu 

skmohapatra@ieee.org 

niranjan.tripathy@gmail.com 

lbhuyan@hotmail.com 

dash@uaslabs.com 

hbiswal@hotmail.com 

ankapa67@yahoo.com 

 

Workshop on Higher Education & Research 
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Forcing a stupendous entry into the world’s most coveted Guinness Book of World Record, 555 

Orissi dancers performed at the opening ceremony of the International Orissi festival in 

Bhubaneswar at Kalinga Stadium. Bhubaneswar turned from being the city of temples to the 

city of dancers. Dancers from 17 countries and local artists enchanted the city from Dec 17
th

 to 

the 30
th

. Rabindra Mandap, Utkal Mandap, and Sangeet Mahavidyalaya premises remained jam 

packed all day. Workshops during the day, presentations during the evening continued for the 

first half followed by dance performances by renowned artists during the second half of the 

festival. Odissi dance has grown enormously in popularity over the years and it was showcased 

by the choreography and number of foreign students performing the dances; Japanese students 

who spoke fluent oriya, Russian dancers who emoted Ardhanarishwar with clarity and 

American performers who brought tears to the eyes of the audience with “Ahe NilA SaiLa…”. 

Odissi has come a long way thanks to the gurus who have matched tradition with globalization. 

I had the opportunity of conducting an evening’s program on the 23
rd

 Dec where IPAP along 

with the department of tourism and culture and Sangeet Mahavidyalaya hosted a great show. 

Shri Lalit Mansingh (chairperson Odissi International Festival 2011), Honorable Orissa 

Minister of Tourism and Culture along with the Principal Secretary and other dignitaries 

inaugurated the show and gave away the IPAP 2011 awards to the following luminaries in 

Odissi scene: 

 

Category: 

1 Dancer                             Padmashree Kum Kum Mohanty 

2 Guru                                Late Padmashree Guru Gangadhar Pradhan 

3 Music                              Guru Ramahari Das 

4 Scholar                            Dr. Subhas Pani 

5 Critic                               Mrs. Leela Venkatraman, Hindu 

6 Institution (India)              Utkal Sangeet Mahavidyalaya, Bhubaneswar 

7 Institution (Overseas)       The Sutra (Malaysia) 

8 Promoter                          Mr. Akshaya Parija, Oman 

9 Visionary                          Sri CV Krishnamurti 

10 Special Recognition         Mr. Jayant Kastuar  

 

The evening’s program began with a performance from Padmavibhushan Dr Sonal Mansingh 

and continued with spellbinding performances from Padmashree Ileana Citaristi, Shashwati and 

Piyali from Kolkata, local artists under the auspices of Srjan Dance academy, Nupur Dance 

School, students of Guru Smt Aruna Mohanty, scintillating performances by Guru Sujata 

Mohapatra, Guru Niranjan Rout and other stars of the field.  

 

The enormous amount of ground work done by Shri Pratap Das (IPAP), Smt Anu Biswal, Shri 

Bidhu B Mohanty, patronage from Shri Lalit Mansingh along with the co sponsorship of 

Sangeet Mahavidyalaya and Orissa department of tourism and culture showed the world the 

beauty, grace, power and reach of Odissi. 

 

4th International Orissi Festival, BBSR, Odisa 
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