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Dear friends,

we have dedicated the spring issue of Utkarsa towards celebrating the birth
centenary of Jnanpith award winning Odia poet and storyteller Sachidananda
Routray (1916-2004). The response was overwhelming. We received quite a
number of creative and critical writings on the works of the celebrated poet.

Thank you for your response!

Routray was a visionary. He defined a literary ear with a realistic depiction of the
lives of the people in the village. Every great writer feels the pulse of his time
and is sensitive to the impending threats to a culture from forces within and with
out. Like Gunter Grass in Tin Drums (1959), Gabriel Garcia Marquez in One
Hunderd Years of Solitude (1967) or Chinua Achebe in Things Fall Apart (1958)
Routray has captured the rural ethos caught in the ambiguity of competing

ideologies that blur the lines of right and wrong.

He was witness to the ruthless colonial era; his child hero Baji Rout the martyr,
stands for the spirit of defiance to the oppressive colonial regime. Postcolonial
India however was not a utopia of his dreams —a place where the most ordinary
disenfranchised individual has his voice heard and wishes fulfilled. He is equally
critical of the depravity in man and has searched for a just moral ground. He is

alarmed by the village defaced by its petty quibbles and its irreverence to core

values of love and fellow feeling. He could feel the unstoppable strides of the

urban and its allure for the rural folks who thronged in big cities for livelihood.

The hints of the ugly slums, migrant
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laborers in makeshift sacks, the aging professional single woman transplanted in
the city are inseparable part of the modern lore. He told their stories in prose

and verse often direct and bereft of traditional embellishments. The span of his

narrative pulsating with the clash of the rural and the modern closely resembles

the tales of celebrated film maker Satyajeet Ray’s Apu trilogy.

Kanak Hota
Editor

English Section
Chicago




Dear All,

| would like to thank the contributors and urge all readers to encourage their children and other

young people to reflect and write about their experiences.

We stand on the shoulders of our elders to see, but we shouldn't forget that we are part of the

view as well.

Akash Pandey
Editor

Youth Section
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President’s Message

2AASANGGP

QYR G0AQ QR 8 QIR AYIS !
Dear Friends,

Namaskar!

On the occasion of the 80th anniversary of Utkala Dibasa, we have encouraged our chapters
to celebrate the formation of our state, the first linguistic-based state in the India. We are
happy that this year many of our chapters have decided to celebrate Utkala Dibasa (Odisha
Dibasa). Also, many of our chapters are celebrating the birth centenary of legendary odia

poet late Sachi Routray.

Over last few years, there has been a discussion about archiving OSA’s past publications:
Souvenirs and Newsletters. Dr. Lalu Mansinh, Mr, Manoranjan Patnaik and Dr. Kula Mishra had
volunteered to help with this effort and | am happy to inform that they have completed
digitizing all available publications. Now the PDF copies of past souvenirs from 1984 to 2003

are available online (please see OSA website — Publications — Souvenirs). We are in the

process of uploading past newsletters and will inform you as soon as those are available
online. My sincere thanks to Lalu babu, Kula babu and Manoranjan babu for their help. If you
have a copy of any of the missing publication and if you can share with us we will try to add

that to the archive.

One of the advantages of availing these publications online is: it provides a glimpse of OSA at
the different time to those of us who became part of OSA later. | happened to read ‘Shared
Experiences — The Missing Link In OSA’s Future’ by Ms. Nivedita Misra published in 1996
Souvenir, where she had summarized three action items; Youth Camp, Summer Grants to
Odisha and Development Projects. | must say the suggestions are worth considering even
today. We are already implementing a few of them and some we can explore if it can be
done given the resource requirements. We will explore the option of Summer Grants to

Odisha. We have already requested the chapters to organize youth mentoring program at the

local level. NYNJ chapter has successfully done that and even arranged to fund through

corporate matching. OSA has allocated funds for these events and few local chapters are

planning these meets. OSA is involved in Adopt-A-Village service project and we encourage
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anyone interested including 2" gen youth to be part of it. Recently, Ms. Erin Ramsden of UCSC
had organized a cultural program with help of many of our OSA members/artists in Bay Area
and raised $2600 for the project. Along with those fund raised, OSA has sent $4100 for the
project till today which will cover the cost of the program until end of 2016. Here is the link to

the presentation on Adopt-A-Village shared on OSANet before.

Happy to inform you that 2005 Odia Sahitya Akademi Award winner Dr. Ramachandra
Behera will join 2016 Convention as Chief Guest and Dr. Sruti Mohapatra will receive Life
Time Achievement Award. We hope to see many of you during 2016 Convention in Providence,
RI. It is encouraging to see the enthusiasm of the volunteers who are working hard to make the
annual convention successful. | request you to extend your help and support to the convention
team. Also, if you have not registered please consider doing so early, and sign up your

child(ren) for different programs (deadline is April 30™).

OSA has come up with 4™ Volume of Champu Chhanda and Odissi karaoke CD recorded by 3
artists. We want to thank Mrs. Lata Mishra for her help with the production of this set and Drs.

Uma and Shanti Mishra for sponsoring this production. If you are interested to get a copy

please contact Mrs. Lata Mishra @ lata.misra.us@gmail.com.

You must have received an email to verify your details under OSA records and possibly
provide a secondary e-mail for other OSA member in your family (if applicable). Your
response is crucial. The success of this campaign will determine how we are going to
implement eVoting for 2017. We know that the expectation for everyone to have an email

especially for senior members may not be practical.

| want to thank you all for your help, support and best wishes for this organization. Let’s make
OSA a the reflection of our dream of Odisha and move forward along the vision and path
shown to us by the founders like Utkalsa Gouraba Madhusudan Das, Utkalmani Gopabandhu
Das, Vysa Kabi Fakir Mohan Senapati, Swabhab Kabi Gangadhar Meher and other
visionaries.

Kind regards,
Sushant Satpathy

President,
The Odisha Society of the Americas
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Vice President’s Message
Dear Friends:

Namaskar !

Finally, | can say that winter is gone and spring is here. When | say this, | feel like a child in me
coming out to enjoy the beautiful temperate warm weather. With weather like this, what else
we want? If you have time, please go out, take a stroll and enjoy the sunshine. Enjoy your life
for a moment. Spring brings colorful holidays like Holi. | know some of you celebrate Holi. Is it

not all about celebrating life? | wish you a happy prosperous life and Happy Holi.

Soon, some of our chapters will also be celebrating Utkala Dibasa, the day Odisha become a
separate state. April 15 1936 was a memorable day for all Odias. It was all due to the hard
work and sacrifice of the legends like Fakir Mohan Senapati, Pandita Gopabandhu Dash, and
Barrister Madhusudan Dash. Then, Odisha became a separate state with six districts and now it
has grown to thirty districts. We, Odias have our own identity. Our mother tongue Odia has

been recognized as one of the prime and ancient languages in India.

Outside Odisha, we have also kept our own identity in USA. Here, we celebrate our culture,
heritage and our language even though we are far away from our motherland. This reminds
me of our upcoming 47" annual OSA Convention to be held in Rode Island from July 1+
through July 3", 2016. OSNE Chapter is actively working under the leadership of Dr. Sourya
Mohapatra along with its volunteer members to host another great convention. So far more
than two hundred families have registered and it is growing. The Convention team is in the
process of inviting great artists from Odisha. A Chhau dance group from Odisha has been
approved and sponsored by ICCR (Indian Council for Cultural Relations) for the first time to
perform in our Convention. The plan is to entertain you. | am taking this opportunity to invite
you all to attend this Convention to enjoy amongst ourselves, our friendship, our culture and our

heritage. So please register as soon as possible if you have not done so.

With the help of our Guest Selection Committee we have a short list to invite our Chief

Guest/Speaker and another guest to receive our LTA (Life Time Achievement) award. If they
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agree, we will have two outstanding champions of our motherland, to speak, to inspire and to
motivate us.

Our Award committee under the leadership of Mrs. Anjana Chowdhury, Mrs. Eva Mohanty, Mrs.
Swapnalata Ratha is working to get the nominations to award some of our fellow members
who have achieved tremendous success in their lives and it should be our pleasure to recognize
them. So, | request you all to nominate your fellow members and check it out at

http: //www.odishasociety.org /osa-awards

for more information. The deadline is March 315 2016.
There is another deadline coming up to showcase your own creative literary talents by sending
your articles for the Convention Souvenir “Urmi” by emailing to: souvenir@osa2016.org by

April 15" 2016.

Until next time...!

Sulochana Patnaik

Vice president
OSA

vicepresident@orissasociety.org
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Secretary’s Message

Namaskar,

5
=\

Happy spring 2016! | would like to briefly share some of the update for first quarter of
2016 to all OSA members.  Last 3 months have been very busy and eventful for OSA in
terms of 2015 convention closing, upcoming 2016 convention preparations/updates, New

OSA Member directory roll out, new Seattle chapter formation efc...

In January Debasish Panda joined BOG as president from Chicago chapter. In February
Amulya Das joined BOG as president of newly formed Seattle Chapter. Canada, Ohio,
Southern, Michigan, and MD/VA chapters celebrated/celebrating various events around
Utkal Dibasa. News/Updates from, OSA public Library Open Forum and Adopt-a-village

program have been uploaded to OSA website.

On Dec 22nd a meeting was held in Utkal University where 8-9 academicians from USA
joined with departments heads of Utkal University. It was decided to form a coordination
committee with 2 faculty members and few OSA Education Committee members. Two possible
collaboration projects were identified 1. University of California (riverside) and South Dakota
University. Members of committee from Utkal University will communicate and identify
possible collaboration by reviewing the match between 2 US institutions and that of UU. Also,
it was decided the coordination committee will communicate the visit of Academicians and

Professionals and arrange interaction with faculty and students.

As always, we conduct the monthly BOG meeting among chapter presidents
and OSA executives every second Sunday at 7:30pm ET. We have already posted Jan — Dec

2016 minutes of the meeting in OSAnet. Below are the links to the minutes..

http: / /www.odishasociety.org /wp-content /uploads /2016 /02/2016 JAN BOG minutes.pdf

http://www.odishasociety.org/wp-content /uploads /2016 /02/2016 FEB BOG minutes.pdf

http:/ /www.odishasociety.org /wp-content /uploads /2016 /04 /2016 MAR BOG minutes.pdf
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Again | would like to request every one of you to stay actively engage in our OSA family
activities and helps us to grow as a community. Please keep visiting our OSA web site

http:/ /www.odishasociety.org for update to information about our various activities,

newsletter Utkarsa, monthly Board Of Governance (BOG) meeting minutes, yearly
general body meeting minutes and many more. The Chapter and committee pages have
been updated latest information. If you want to contact the executives or any chapter

representatives you can also find the contact information.

| strongly encourage and request all members to update their spouse’s email id and
verify the address on OSA directory. Updating Spouse’s email ID will help us to go for

eVoting in next OSA election.

If you have any suggestions or feedback, please contact me at

saradapanda@hotmail.com or at secretary@orissasociety.org

Saradakanta Panda

Secretary
OSA
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Treasurer’s Message

Dear Friends,

It is fime again to provide an update of our achievements in the first quarter of 2016.

Some of the highlights of the achievements are:

® OSA Directory was released in the last part of 2015 and did not have chapter affiliation

information of the members. The application was upgraded to support chapter affiliation.

® We requested all the members to validate and update the OSA Directory with their

information. Lot of our members updated their information.

® Signators and office bearer information of our Bank account in Bhubaneswar has been

changed to the new OSA officials.

® TD Ameritrade account information has been successfully updated to the new OSA

Executive group.

® Final payments have been sent to the artists performed in 2015 Convention.

® Long Term Investment: In Nov. 2014 OSA funds were invested for long term growth. In

the first quarter the money grew by $4,705.55 and the investment value as of 3/31/2016

was $162,130.35.

® Emergency Relief Fund: With the generous donation from our fellow members, the

balance as of 3/31/2015 was $16,623.12.

Siddharth Behera
Treasurer

OSA
treasurer@orissasociety.org
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Braja Das

OSA Life Member and Dean Emeritus

For

First Distinguished Alumni Award
from

VoSUT /UCE
Burla

The First Distinguished Alumni Award was given by Governor of Odisha in the November
convocation held in Burla, Sambalpur, Odisha. Veer Surendra Sai University of
Technology (VSSUT) became a unitary university in 2012. University College of Engineering
was established in 956 in Burla.

Professor Das graduated from UCE Burla in 1963 with a Bachelor’s degree in Civil
Engineering. He received his MS from the University of lowa, and his Ph.D. in Geotechnical
Engineering from the University of Wisconsin, Madison. Prof. Das is the author of several
geotechnical texts and reference books including Principles of Geotechnical Engineering,
Principles of Foundation Engineering, and Principles of Soil Dynamics, all published by Thompson
Learning. He has authored more than 200 technical papers in the area of geotechnical
engineering. His primary areas of research include shallow foundations, earth anchors, and
geosynthetics.

Prof. Das served on American Society of Civil Engineers’ (ASCE) Shallow Foundations
Committee, Deep Foundations Committee, and Grouting Committee. He was also a member of
ASCEFE’s editorial board for the Journal of Geotechnical Engineering. He is the founder of the
Geotechnical Engineering Division of the International Society of Offshore and Polar Engineers
(ISOPE), and has served as an associate editor ISOPE Journal. He served on the editorial
board of the journal Lowland Technology International, published in Japan. Prof. Das was the
co-editor of Geotechnical and Geological Engineering — an International Journal published in
the Netherlands. He was the Chair of the Committee on Chemical and Mechanical Stabilization
of the Transportation Research Board of the National Research Council of US (1995-2001).

Prof. Das has received numerous awards for teaching excellence, including the AMOCO
Foundation Award, AT&T Award from the American Society for Engineering Education, the
Ralph Teeter Award from Society of Automotive Engineers, and the Distinguished Achievement
Award from the University of Texas at El Paso.

Prof. Das served as the Dean of the College of Engineering and Computer Science at
California State University, Sacramento, CA during 1994-2006. After retirement, he lives with
his wife Janice near Las Vegas, Nevada. His only daughter Valerie lives in Minneapolis with
her family. Prof. Das is originally from Sunhut, Balasore.

We thank Raghu Das bhai for this message of honour...!l!!
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CALIFORNIA

Chapter Report

Celebration of Utkala Dibasha
&
Birth Centenary of Sachi Routray
in
Bay Area, California

The Odias of Silicon Valley Bay Area, California, celebrated the Odisha/Utakala Dibasha
and 100th Birth Centenary of eminent Odia writer Sachi Routaray on April 17, 2016, under
the leadership of iGurukul organization. This celebration was attended in very large number
by local Odia community members. A variety of handicrafts, tarakasi work, pattachitra,
sarees and other famous workmanship from Odisha were displayed with traditional

decoration including muruja.

The celebration started with the lighting of the lamp for the Lord of the Universe, Lord
Jagannatha, by our chief guest Mr. K. Venkata Ramana (Consul, India's Community Affairs,,
Information and Culture) followed by talks by Manoj Joshi and Mita Moharana, highlighting
various aspects of Odisha in the context of India and the World. This included brief
information about people of Odishg, its culture and languages, history of Odisha, ancient
root of India's classical dance Odissi, craftsmanship and trade, modern Odisha and
information technology, personalities of Odisha who have made it proud throughout the

world and much more. Manoj Joshi emceed the program.

The Chief Guest Mr. R. Venkata Ramana spoke about his memories of Odisha, the
significance of, Odisha and its people, in India, California and the World. He spoke about
how the Odia people can contribute to promote India in Calfornia and USA by showcasing
its rich culture and heritage. He also spoke about providing any kind of help that the
Consulate in San Francisco can provide the Odia people residing in California. He was very

impressed with the display Odishan craft and the organization of such a program.
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Ayetra Sarkar (student of iGurukul) spoke eloquently on Odisha in English, while Fiona,
Tamanna, Megha, Kavya and Shreyansh spoke proudly on different aspects of Odisha in

flawless and fluent Odia

This was followed by a cultural program that included two exquisite items from the Odissi
repertoire - Stayee and Vasanta Pallavi, both originally choreographed by Guru Pankaij
Charan Das, locally directed by Gayatri Joshi, and performed by local Bay Area children.
Stayee was performed by Tamanna, Maya, Arya, Fiona, Elena,Anusha and Ayetra; while,

Vasanta Pallavi was performed by Megha and Aishani.

The whole audience started swinging and clapping to the Odia songs sung by Anup Nayak,

Achyuta Acharya and Smita Lenka.

Finally, the climax was when the audience couldn't resist joining in the hit Samblapuri folk dance

(Hai Krushna) performed by Fiona, Elena and Tamanna.

No Odia program is complete without the great Odia food! The organizers were well
prepared with a planned "Odia Food Festival." Name any Odia dish and it was there for the
people to enjoy - from Dalama to Santula, Dahi Bara/Alu Dum to Bara-Piyazi, poda pitha to

Pahala rasagola and on and on and on.... This was a stomach-bursting adventure!

After such a heavy lunch, it was surprising that people were still ready to participate in Odia
Quiz Competition. For children there a quiz competition based on Odisha. Six teams
participated with full attention and answered questions that some adults could have failed. A
total of 24 questions were asked verbally (+2 points for correct answer and -1 point for wrong
answer.) Rishav and Ayetra were runner-up (8 points) and, Kavya and Megha were the winners
(21 points). The adults were given a crossword with 32 words and clues. Kishore and Achyuta
were the runner-up (24/32 in 50 mins) and, Biswajit Sahoo & Gyana Patra were the winners
(24/32 in 35 mins.) Congratulations to the winners! (The quiz and crossword were prepared

and conducted by Twisampati Mitra)

Mita Moharana spoke about the works of Sachi Routray and his contribution to Odia

QQ9 1 °§UI— 89 : ElIF 9089 || UTKARSA : VOLUME — 56 : MARCH-2016 3




Ok

Literature on the occasion of his 100th Birth Anniversary.

This was followed by impromptu songs and speeches because people simply were not ready

to leave yet.
Manoj Joshi read a message from Bhagavan Prakash, "Mo Swapnara Odisha."

Jnan Dash spoke about Odisha and why we should be proud of being Odia. He reminisced
about how the Odia community had grown from only a handful of people in bay area to
about a thousand people now. He also lauded the efforts of iGurukul in not just starting the
organization to continue the Odia tradition, culture and language here, but also, for being

able to sustain for nearly 20 years now.

Finally, the program was concluded by a Vote of Thanks by two of the leaders of iGurukul -

Kuku Das and Gayatri Joshi.

What a day!

Twisampati Mitra

twimit99@yahoo.com
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CHICAGO

Chapter Report
Hand in Hand Fund Raiser for Odia Children
Dear Odias of Greater Chicago Areq,

Hand In Hand, a Chicago suburb based organization whose primary goal has been to educate
the poorest of poor Odia children will be hosting it's 14th Annual Fundraiser on the 23rd of
April, Saturday (this month). Please find attached an invitation indicating the time and location
of the event. | am slightly delayed in sending you this invitation, as | had been away in Odisha
for most of March and had the opportunity to visit the school in Arua village, Patamundai

again.

Currently, we have 480 students admitted at various classes, boys and girls in equal numbers.
This year we will have our first batch graduating 10th grade of 30 students, where after either
they will go into higher studies or get engaged in training in various technical trades. We had
the opportunity to interview most of these kid and they are truly an outstanding bunch. They
have come a long way from where that all started. Without the free education at this school,
most would have ended up as social discards, beggars, thieves or prostitutes. Odisha is better
place now that we have educated these children. | have attached two pictures, first and tenth
grade children. Most of these children are from Kalahandi, Bolangir, Koraput and Kendujhar

districts

Each one of you that have contributed to this cause in the past should be proud that you have a
difference in a small child's life. Apathy and indifference towards the poor children of Odisha

is not an option available to the Odia community in US.

| invite each of you to come and enjoy the dinner and music show that evening, and more

importantly show that you care for the Odia children. | would appreciate if you would either
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respond to this email or call me (630) 961-5934 to give me head count for the dinner.

-
-

Please do not hesitate to send in a contribution (tax deductible) if you are not able to come for

the fundraiser event.

Thank you.

Usha and Mihir Dash

mihirdash@yahoo.com
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NEW YORK
NEW JERSEY

Chapter Report

Winter Mentorship Event

Our OSA NYNJ Kids organized the 2016 Mentorship event on January 3, 2016 at 1pm at
the STEAM Studio Works at the Forrestal Village in Princeton (135 Village Blvd, Princeton, NJ
08540) under the leadership of Somna Pati, Shameek and few more mentors from our society
under the support structure of Management team. The kids built soft toys and other donation
items to give to The Children’s Hospital of Philadelphia (CHOP). It helps develop compassion

at the tender age of their life to contribute to other communities while enriching our own!

In addition to this activity, many high school seniors and fresh entrants to college shared their

experience of the importance of mentor on their life and careers.
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Maa Saraswati Puja

In spite of the bitter cold and early snow flourish, there was a large gathering for Maa
Saraswati Puja on February 13" 2016 at the Balaji Temple Auditorium, Bridgewater. Around
200 members (80 families) some from as far as Upstate New York and many new members
joined us. We welcome them with open arms and heart to our community. Thanks to all
participants for their excitement, devotion, commitment and keeping our community vibrant.
Our volunteers/organizers were standby in each and every section of this event and did a
wonderful job. Our women volunteers were in full spirit in preparing Bhoga/Prasad, in
decoration, in kitchen and getting our kids ready. Kids participated in poster exhibition
demonstrating significance of various Deities, reciting devotional songs, prayers, decorations,
and puja. Some kids demonstrated their experience of learning to speak Odia (Aame Odia

Kahu).

Like previous years, this year’s puja was performed by Priest Pitambar Sarangi and Rabi
Tripathy. There was Aarati followed by Pushpanjali with the chanting of Saraswati Vandana.
School kids enthusiastically participated in the coconut breaking. Young kids participated in

Khadi Chhuan Ceremony.

This was a true all-hand-effort in display to execute it successfully thanks to the efforts of all

volunteers, organizers, and participants.
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Maa Saraswati Puja

SILENCE
PLEASE
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Kids Volunteering Event

Around 15 High School and Middle School kids from our NY /NJ

chapter made our community proud by helping at the Community

Food Bank at Hillsdale, NJ on March 19 2016.
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TORONTO

Chapter Report

Sahitya Pathachakra 2016

We had our Sahitya Paathachakra organised successfully today.
Kudos to the efforts of Sumitra Padhee for making more than 20 of our next generation
Canadian Odias to deliver Odia speech so fluently. And of course their parents deserve a

salute.

Thanks to Hara Bhaina, Bhabani bhaina, Amitabh and other volunteers for decoration and
stage arrangement. Thanks to Debasmita and her team who organized the drawing
competition for kids and snacks for all. No words of gratitude will be enough for Jyoti and

Kabita who were behind the screen, however made the whole event possible.
The Sahitya Paathachakra was in four phases.

The first phase was about Odisha Divasa. Niranjan Mishra, Sumitra Padhee spoke in details
about the history and origin of formation of the state Odisha. Niyati Mohanty spoke about the
contribution of Mayurbhanj to Odisha. Amitabh Mohanty overwhelmed us with his brilliant

extempore speech.

The second phase was a unique one. More than 20 children spoke fluently in Odia about the
heroes of Odisha. Well prepared, confident and no stage consciousness. We must feel proud

for our little dear ones.

Both the phases were managed by Niranjan Mishra and he deserves a special thanks for

coming from Sudbury and taking all these initiative.

The third phase was on the life and works of one of the great sons of Odisha Sri

Ramachandra Mishra, most widely known as Faturananda. Tanmay Panda, Gagan Panigrahi
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Aryabala Nayak, myself, Parasara Mishra, Madhumita Das and Prasanta Bhunya spoke very

comprehensibly about his works and his life. Thanks to Tanmay Panda for managing this

phase.

The last phase and the most popular was the recital of self written poetry by our own
members. We have so many and so much talent!! Brilliant. Rabindra Sabat, Srimanta Mohanty,
Mitali Das, Parasara Misra, Tanmay Panda, Gagan Panigrahi..... list could have been still
longer if we have time. Could you believe a program that lasted for more than four hours.

Thanks Parasara babu for managing this phase so orderly.

Thanks to all attendees, thanks to Abani for taking the video and also thanks to all volunteer

photographers. | expect all photos to be sent to Rajesh Nayak (rajesh@nayak.ca) for being

uploaded in CANOSA website.

After today’s event the feeling is ODIA will never die as a language.
Long live Odia. Jai Jagannatha.
Sunanda Mishra Panda

Convener,

Sahitya Paathachakra 2016
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| am Life...!

Mourning
Is
A
Dead Man'’s
Song
| won’t sing
| am Life
Lively, Fresh, blossomed!
| can fly
| have wings
| can feel
| have heart
| can see dream
| have eyes
| do murmur, flow
| do fly, flutter
| have wounds

Blood oozes out of my past!

Dr. Prahallad Satapathy
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Remember Me...!

Remember me

during the perennial cycles of seasons
when the Spring sweetens you

with its glorious fragrance

and your days are brightened by its colours.

Remember me

when the aroma of a half-soaked earth
spills over you

during the first rains of the season.

and you wish the aroma lingered

and lingered and lingered.

Remember me

when the monsoon lashes your rooftop
in a torrential chaos

and the rainbow peeps through

your open window

to sneak a look at you.

Remember me
when roses bloom in the valley

and throw you into a thorny thicket of nostalgia

also remember me
when smiling-jasmines cajole you
in their nocturnal sensuality.

Remember me

when the Autumn makes you gloomy
and the mellowed tears

trickle down your pale cheeks
together with the falling-leaves.

Remember me

when the smell of vegetation

of a rustic delta of the Mahanadi
takes over you

and the cuckoo of my village orchard
sings my ballad just for you.

Remember me
when you silently recite
my passionate musings

in the isolation of geography,
and in the loneliness of your heart

when me here languish in a solitary island cell

in a pathetic nostalgia.

Remember me

when the evening descends on the domes

and prayer is heard aloud
from the mosque, the church
and the temple.

Remember me

when | am dead and dissolved

and my frail body lifeless entombed
in a nameless graveyard

of the countryside.

Remember me... remember me...!l

Ramakanta Das
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Autobiography of a Joker...!

| know the magic of unlocking the lips

Burdened with calculated smile

Mathematically designed as
one minus one is equal to zero.
| am the man of an unknown geography
Where the shadow speaks only in confidence
To the people | value.
| know the art of spying my shadow
In a redefined relationship with it.
The ground opens up and envelops each time
| walk with my shadow
Fighting a long battle throughout my life
Just only to lose it.
You feel the wanting of this unwanted being
Unrecognized from the beginning to the end.
My signature is on water escapes your eyes
But | am always there
Faithful to your presence.
Can the attachment of two lips measure
the depth of love?
You look at me but | look at myself.
No matter what you think about me
But it is my life to go
With the confidence of missing

the self from moment to moment.

Dr. Sudhansu Dash
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An Unbeaten Defeat...!

| could not enjoy
the hurried moments

of the morning

in the engrossing slowness
of the night,

couldn't make the flower
fly like a bird

couldn't be a bird

in the flower's eyes.

So what if | get a zero !
Just before and after

a sign of is equal to
there was faith and history
in which way,

which arguments or facts
| could have proved this
tell me please !

yes,| could have put

a question mark there
but is there not

a constitution of life ¢

| had to build a bridge
of fearlessness

on the bubbles of my

fearing breaths,

but every circle

of every bubble

was built in the

elements of time,

and | had preserved there

my world,my life,my treasure.

Dr. Sukanti Mohapatra
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Welcome
fo
47th OSA Convention
2016

New England Chapter (OSNE) of "The Odisha Society of The Americas" welcomes you to
the 47™ OSA Annual Convention. The convention is being held on July 1 - 3, 2016 at the

Rhode Island Convention Center, Providence.

With the theme of "Transforming Odisha for a Better Tomorrow Through Partnership"”,
this 3-Day event will feature iconic and inspirational speakers, world class entertainment,
workshops and seminars to discuss innovative ideas for better healthcare and economic

development of our fellow Odias back home, and delectable Odia cuisines.

Our mission is to connect our Odia friends and their families across North America and around
the globe during this three-day event and beyond. As we embark upon this ambitious journey to
host the convention and welcome you to New England for celebrating our culture and heritage,
we fully recognize that our aspiration to make this convention a great success can only be
achieved through collaboration, collective ownership, and shared responsibility with a spirit of
solidarity. We invite you to partner with us by participating and sharing your ideas to make it a

scintillating experience.

As the capital of Ocean State, Providence, Rl is aptly called the Creative Capital of USA. It has
been recognized as a top dining destination and an Arts Mecca.
It will be our unique pleasure and privilege to host you, your family and friends during the
Convention. As we prepare to host this three-day long memorable event, we look forward to

your generous support to make 47" OSA Annual Convention a grand success.
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AGAR (Rituraj)

Rituraj Mohanty is the great singing talent of India born in Nimapada, Puri and the Winner of famous singing competition-show Raw
Star. As a versatile successful play back singer, he has sang in Bollywood MMovies such as Bhootnath Returns, Bangistan, Saheeb and
QOdia Album “To Bina", “Priya Re".

Who can forget the ever green folk song “Rangabati” with Sona Mohapatra in Coke Studio, Galiyyan in Raw Star Final, O Priya Re, Tu
IMora Punei and Jag Me Sab Se Pyara songs in his voice.

The Night with Rituraj at 47th OSA Convention will be a memorable and enjoyable event for all ages.

dg d¢l ¢l (Papu)

Tatwa Prakash Satapathy better known by his stage name Papu Pom Pom, is an Indian film, Television, Jatra actor, Standup

Comedian and an Odisha Legislative Assembly candidate. Papu has acted over 15 Odia movies.

Papu is a multi-talented Odia Actor, who is trained in Hindustani vocalist. He moved from Kaptipada, Mayurbhanj to Bhubaneswar to

pursue a career either in acting or singing.

Papu started his career with Radio Chaokolate for self scripted laughter shows, which brought huge popularity to him and helped to
make this his career as a stand up comedian. Later Papu joined Tarang TV for the comedy shows. He acted in the TV serials such as
“Excuse IvMle Jaha Kahibi Sata Kahibi, “Phaltu Katha" and “Papu Beauty Parlour.” which became quite popular. He had played 118
different characters in the comic serial “Excuse me” which earned him an instantaneous success; he crosses 250 characters he would

apply for a Limca Book of Records.

The Night with Papu at 47th OSA Convention will fill your heart with laughter and fun for all ages.

Q1G2 (Nazia)

Nazia Alam (Daughter of legendary singer Sikandar Alam and Naima Alam) is a poplular classical, pop, ghazal and devotional genre

singer.

It was a proud moment for all the people of Odisha, when Central Sangeet Natak Akademi announced the “Ustad Bismillah Khan Yuva
Prativa Puraskar” (young talent award) for Odisha’s Nazia Alam. For the First time, the award has gone to Odissi music which is

struggling For a distinct identity at the national level and claiming the coveted classical status.

Nazia learned Odissi classical from her mother Maima Alam, who herself is a gifted singer and Nazia's first music teacher. Nazia's parent

dream about their daughter be a popular singer like Nazia Hassan and hence had named their daughter after her.

Nazia took to music as a duck takes to water. Despite having an impressive academic record, Nazia chose to take up music as a career. A
Sangeet Visharad in Hindustani classical vocal from Akhil Bharatiya Gandharva Mahavidyalaya Mandal, Mumbai, and a Sangeet Bhaskar
degree holder in Odissi vocal, she is pursuing higher training in Hindustani music under Ustad Mashqoor Ali Khan Sahab of Kirana
Gharana at ITC Sangeet Research Academy, Kolkata, and in Odissi music under Guru Keshab Chandra Rout in Bhubaneswar.

Nazia a regular performer on All India Radio and Doordarshan. Nazia, who was a finalist in Saregama competitions held by Zee TV, has
sung at least 500 songs besides lending her voice for popular television serials like Duhita, Bidhatara Khels, and Mu Tumaku Bhalapae.

She has cuk nine albums in Oriya, Hindi and Bengali during the very short span of her career.

Like her father, who is revered in Odisha for his devotion to Lord Jagannath, Nazia has also won hearts as a singer of Bhajans and will

definitely win our hearts by her mesmerizing voice and devotional songs on the 47th OSA Convention.
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Chhau Dance Group

Chhau dance is a genre of Indian tribal martial dance which is popular in the Indian states of Odisha, Jharkhand and West Bengal.
There are three subgenres of the dance, based on its places of origin and development, Seraikella Chhau, Mayurbhanj Chhau and
Purulia Chhau. This is also called paika nrutya.The word paika is derived from the Sanskrit word Padatika meaning the infantry, and

hence the name of the dance is battle (paika) dance (nrutya).

The Chhau dance is mainly performed during regional festivals, especially the spring Festival of Chaitra Parva which lasts for thirteen
days and in which the whole community participates. The Chhau blends within it Forms of both dance and martial practices employing
mock combat techniques (called khel), stylized gaits of birds and animals (calledchalis and topkas) and movements based on the chores
of village housewives (called uflis). The dance is performed by male dancers from families of traditional artists or from local
communities and is performed at night in an open space, called akhada or asar, to traditional and Folk music, played on the reed

pipes mohuriand shehnai. A variety of drums accompany the music ensemble including the dhol (a cylindrical drum), dhumsa (a large
kettle drum) and kharka or chad-chadi. The themes for these dances include local legends, folklore and episodes from

the Ramayana and Mahabharata and other abstract themes.

In the olden days the powerful Ganga and Gajapati rulers of Orissa extended their territory from the river Ganges in the north to the
Godavari in the south with the help of a vast army of valiant Paikas. They were not in the regular payroll of the army, but received huge
land grants from the kings and the chieftains. They formed the rank of a peasant-militia. Though agriculture was their main occupation
they used to keep themselves prepared by regular practice and training in war techniques. During Dussera all the Akhadas celebrate
their annual festival. In several prosperous villages display of traditional gymnastics, acrobatics and the dance by various village-groups
are arranged on competitive basis. Each group participates with great enthusiasm. For all such displays, special grounds are prepared
with soft earth sprinkled with oil and water.

We will enjoy the mock combat techniques of Chhau Dance on the evening of 47th OSA Convention.
Dear Fellow Members of the OSA Community:
Namaskar. It is our great pleasure to cordially invite you with family and friends to the 47t
OSA Annual Convention to be held at Rhode Island Convention Center, Providence, Rl during
July 1st - 3rd, 2016. We request you to kindly take a moment to browse the convention web

siteswww.osa2016.org where you will find details about the convention.

Please note that the registration site is open and the early bird registration will end on
February 29™. We encourage you to kindly look at the Facebook page or the web site to
register and take advantage of the discounted rate. Also request you to kindly share the FC
page with your friends.

Web -

http://0sa2016.org/index.php /reqistration /registration-information/

FB -

https: //m.facebook.com/0sa201 é.org

With warm Regards,

Convention Team
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Newsmaker.. 1l
Lisa CMishra

North America saregamapa Audition

Dear friends,

As most of you know Lisa was selected for the Top 10 in the North America
Saregamapa audition.
The contestants would then be going to India for the final showdown
which for now is delayed due to scheduling conflicts.

Below is a picture of Lisa at the audition with Waijid,
one of the judges at the NJ audition.
Hope you will enjoy this.
Thanks--Salil
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Dear All,

Namaste...!
This our UTKARSA for all of us.
We are sorry for unintentional delay of the publication of this issue.
Please send us your write up (TYPED) for the coming June 2016 issue as soon as possible
to help us to release the forthcoming issue in time.
( Please send your Odia write ups typed with Akruti, Sreelipi or Aprant. If you are using other
software for the same please confirm the same before sending article. )

For June (Summer)Edition of
UTKARSA
Please send your write ups by
Monday, June 20, 2016

Please let us know any errata in the issue so that we correct and edit the digital version.
Your constructive comments are always welcome and yes,
Please let us know few words about the current issue.

Thank You All
For sharing your write ups for the Sachi Routray centennial edition without whose help this edition
would not be possible. My heartfelt gratitude goes to Shri Harsha Routray and Chitra Routray who
rendered ample data for the edtion
Editors

editors@odishasociety.org
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